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•      •  •• 
$  I.  W^<:*£  liiis  &eaty  was  on  the    carpet  at 

home,  the  allied  am8*0n6fp*e]fe4*sutpri8ingly  in  the  Nether- 
lands, in  Spain/ap*d  inl^Nb^nioht.  llie  French  king  had 
resolved  to  n\^e  y|efy**G90sidc^^Ic  efForts  in  these  coun- 
tries ;  and,  itftH^di  ah  tbf^l'&eginning  of  the  campaign  his 
armies  were'v^iy  forml^abfe.  He  hoped  that,  by  the  re- 
duction of  Turin  and  fiarcelona,  the  war  would  be  emtin- 
guished  in  Italy  and  Catalonia^  He  knew  that  he  could 
outnumber  any  body  of  forces  that  prince  Lewis  of  Baden 
should  assemble  on  the  Rhine ;  and  he  resolved  to  rein- 
force his  army  in  Flanders,  so  as  to  be  in  a  condition  to 
act  offensively  against  the  duke  of  Marlborough.  This 
aobleman  repaired  to  Holland  in  the  latter  end  of  April ; 
and  conferred  with  the  states  general.  Then  he  assembled 
the  army  between  Borschloen  and  Groes  Waren,  and  found 
it  ainqunted  to  sevept}'<:four  battalions  pf   f9ot,.and  on^ 


hundred  «od  twetity-three  squadrons  of  horse  and  dra* 
goona^  veil  furnished  with  artillery  and  pontoons.  The 
court  of  France  having  received  intelligence  that  the  Dan^- 
ish  and  Prussian  troops  had  not  yet  joined  the  confederates, 
ordered  the  elector  of  Bavaria  and  the  mareschal  de  Ville- 
roy  to  attack  them  before  the  junction  could  be  eifected. 
In  porsuance  of  this  order  they  passed  the  Deule  on  the 
nineteenth  day  of  May,  and  posted  themselves  at  Tirle- 
Biont,  being  superior  in  number  to  the  allied  army.  There 
they  were  joined  by  the  horse  of  the  army,  commanded  by 
mareschal  Marsin,  and  encamped  between  Vrlemont  and 
Judoigne.  On  Whitsunday,  early  in  the  morning,  the 
duke  of  Mailborough  advanced  with  his  army  in  eight 
ccJumns  towards  the  village  of  Ramillies,  being  by  this 
time  joined  by  the  Danes ;  and  he  learned  that  the  enemy 
were  in  march  to  give  him  battle.  Next  day  the  French 
generals  perceiving  the  confederates  so  near  them,  took 
possession  of  a  strong  camp,  the  right  extending  to  the 
tomb  of  Hautemont,  on  the  side  of  the  Mehaigne ;  their 
left  to  Anderkirk ;  and  the  village  of  Ramillies  being  ne  ar 
their  centre.  The  confederate  army  was  drawn  up  in  or-* 
der  of  batde,  with  the  right  wing  near  Foltz  on  the  brook 
of  Yause,  and  the  left  by  the  village  of  Franquenies,  which 
the  enemy  had  occupied.  The  duke  ordered  lieutenant 
general  Schultz,  with  twelve  battalions  and  twent)'  pieces 
of  cannon,  to  begin  the  action,  by  attacking  Ramillies, 
which  was  strongly  fortified  with  artillery.  At  the  same 
time  velt  mareschal  d^Auverquerque,  on  the  left  com- 
manded colonel  WcrtmuUer,  with  four  battalions  and  two 
pieces  of  cannon,  to  dislodge  the  enemy's  infantry  posted 
among  the  hedges  of  Franquenies.  Both  these  orders 
were  successfully  executed.  The  Dutch  and  Danish  horse 
of  the  left  wing  charged  with  great  vigour  and  intrepidity, 
but  were  so  roughly  handled  by  the  troops  of  the  French 
king's  household,  that  they  began  to  give  way,  when  the 
duke  of  Marlborough  sustained  them  with  the  body  of  re- 
serve, and  twenty  squadrons  drawn  from  the  right,  where  a 
morass  prevented  them  from  siciing.  In  the  mcnn  time, 
he  in  person  rallied  some  of  the  broken  squadrons,  in  order 
to  renew  the  charge,  when  his  o^vn  horse  falling,  he  was 
surrounded  by  the  enemy,  and  must  have  been  cither  killed 
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or  taken  prisoner,  had  not  a  bodjr  of  infimtry  come  season- 
ably to  his  relief.  When  he  remounted  his  horse,  die 
head  of  col.  Brienfield,  his  gendeman  of  the  horse,  was 
carried  oiF  by  a  cannon  ball  while  he  held  the  dnke^  stSr>- 
rup.  Before  the  reinforcement  arrived,  die  best  part  of 
the  French  mousquetaires  were  cut  in  pieces.  AU  the 
troops  posted  in  Ramilltes  were  either  killed  or  taken. 
The  rest  of  the  enemy's  infantry  began  to  retreat  in  toler- 
able order,  under  cover  of  the  cavalry  on  their  left  wing, 
which  formed  themselves  in  three  lines  between  Ossuz  and 
Anderkirk :  %ut  the  English  horse  having  found  means  to 
pass  the  rivulet  which  divided  them  from  the  enemy,  fell 
upon  them  with  such  impetuosity,  that  they  abandoned  dieir 
foot,  and  were  terribly  slaughtered  in  the  village  of  Ander- 
kirk. They  now  gave  way  on  all  sides.  The  horse  fled 
three  different  ways:  but  were  so  closely  pursued  that 
very  few  escaped.  The  elector  of  Bavaria,  and  the 
fnareschal  de  Villeroy  saved  themselves  with  the  utmost, 
difficulty.  Several  wagons  of  the  enemy's  vanguard 
breaking  down  in  a  narrow  pass,  obstructed  the  way  ii 
such  a  manner,  that  the  baggage  and  artillery  could  not 
proceed;  nor  could  their  troops  defile  in  order.  The 
victorious  horse  being  informed  of  this  accident  pressed  on 
them  so  vigorously,  that  great  numbers  threw  down  their 
arms  and  submitted.  The  pursuit  was  followed  through 
Judoigne  till  two  o'clock  in  the  morning,  five  leagues  from 
the  field  of  batde,  and  within  two  of  Louvaine.  In 
a  word,  the  confederates  obtained  a  complete  victory. 
They  took  the  enemy's  baggage  and  artillerj'-,  about  one 
hundred  and  twenty  colours,  or  standards,  six  hundred 
officers,  six  thousand  private  soldiers;  and  about  eight 
thousand  were  killed  or  wounded."  Prince  Maximilian 
and  prince  Monbason  lost  their  lives :  the  major  generals 
Palavicini  and  Mezieres  were  taken,  together  with  the 
marquises  de  Bar,  de  Nonant,  and  de  la  Beaume,  this 
last  the  son  of  the  mareschal  de  Tallard,  monsieur  dc 
Montmorency,  nephew  to  the  duke  of  Luxembourg,  and 

A  The  Frcneh  impute  tlie  loss  of  this  battle  to  the  misconduct  of  Villeroy, 
"who,  it  must  be  ciwneil,  ninde  a  most  wretched  di8l>psitlon.  When  he  retnroed  to 
VerMilles,  vhere  he  expected  to  meet  with  nothing  but  reproaches,  -Lewis  re- 
ceived him  without  the  least  mark  of  (^spleasure,  8a3'ing,  "  Mr.  Mareschal,  you 
Jind  I  arc  too  old  to  be  foiiuiiatfe.*' 


tfO& 


AKIIE. 


m$fiy  qAsx  persons  of  distinction*  The  loss  of  the  allies 
did  not  exceed  three  thousand  men,  including  prince  Lewis 
of  Hesse^  and  Mr.  Bentinck,  who  were  slain  in  .the  en* 
(Bigeiii^t*  The  French  generals  retired  with  precipitation 
lo  Brussels,  while  the  allies  took  possession  of  Louvaine, 
and  next  day  encamped  at  Bethlem.  The  battle  of 
Ramilliea  was  attended  with  the  immediate  conquest  of  all 
BrabajU.  The  cities  of  Louvaine,  Mechlin,  Brussels, 
Antwerp,  Ghent,  and  Bruges,  submitted  without  resist- 
ance, and  acknowledged  kiug  Charles*  Ostend,  though 
secured  by  a  strong  garrison,  was  surrendered  after  a 
aiege  of  ten  days.  Meniq,  esteemed  the  most  finished 
{ordfication  in  the  Netherlands,  and.  guarded  by  six  thou- 
sand men,  met  with  the  same  fate.  The  garrison  of 
Dendermonde  surrendered  themselves  prisoners  of  war; 
and  Aeth  submitted  on  the  same  conditions.  The  French 
troops  were  dispirited.  The  city  of  Paris  was  overwhelmed 
with  consternation.  Lewis  affected  to  bear  his  misfortune^ 
with  calmness  and  composure :  but  the  constraint  had  such 
an  effect  upon  his  constitution,  that  his  physicians  thou^t 
U  necessary  to  prescribe  frequent  bleeding,  .which  he  ac- 
cordingly underwent*  At  his  court  no  mention  was 
made  of  militaiy  transactions :  all  was  solemn,  silent,  and 
zeaerved. 

$  IL  Had  the  issue  of  the  campaign,  in  Catalonia  been 
such  as  the  bej^nning  seemed  to  prognosticate,  the  French 
king  might  have  in  some  measure  consoled  himself  for  hts 
disgraces  in  the  Netherlands.  On  the  sixth  day  of  April 
king  Philip,  at  the  head  of  a  numerous  army,  undertook 
the  siege  of  Barcelona,  while  the  count  de  Thoulouse 
blocked  it  up  with  a  powerful  squadron*  The  iahabitaiyts, 
animated  by  the  presence  of  king  Charles,  made  a  vigorous 
defence ;  and  the  garrison  was.  reinforced  with  some  troops 
from  Gironne  and  other  places*  But,  after  the  fort  of 
Montjuic  was  taken,  the  place  was  so  hard  pressed,  that 
Charles  ran  the  utmost  risk  of  falling  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy ;  for  the  earl  of  Peterborough,  who  had  marched 
from  Valencia  with  two  thouaand  men,  found  it  impracti' 
cable  to  enter  the  ci^.  Nevertheless,  he  maiacained  his 
post  lipon  the  hiUs :  and  with  surprising  courage  and  acti- 
Tity^'kept  the  besiegers  in  continual  alarm.     At  lengdi, 
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sir  John  Leake  sailed  from  Lisbon  with  thirty  shi]^  of  thif 
line ;  and  on  the  eighth  day  of  May  arrived  in  sight  of 
Barcelona.  The  French  admiral  no  sooner  received  intel-^ 
ligence  of  his  approach,  than  he  set  sail  for  Touloa*  la 
three  days  after  his  departure,  king  Philip  abandoned  th^ 
siege,  and  retired  in  great  disorder,  leaving  behitid  ki(( 
tents,  with  the  sick  and  wounded.  On  the  side  of  P^ottii'^ 
gal  the  duke  of  Berwick  was  left  with  such  an  inconsider-*' 
able  force  as  proved  insufficient  to  defend  the  frornkt^. 
The  earl  of  Galway,  with  an  army  of  twenty  thousand 
men,  undertook  the  siege  of  Alcantara;  and  in  three  d^s 
the  garrison,  consisting  of  four  thousand  men,  were  nf^de 
prisoners  pf  war*  Then  he  marched  to  Placeatia,  atid 
advanced  as  far  as  the  bridge  of  Almaris  i  but  the  'Portu- 
guese would  penetrate  no  farther  until  they  should  know 
the  fate  of  Barcelona.  When  they  understood  the  siege 
was  raised,  they  consented  to  proceed  to  Madrid.  Philip 
guessing  their  intention,  posted  to  that  capital,  and  «ent  hui 
queen  with  all  his  valuable  effects  to  Burgos,  whither  he 
followed  her  in  person,  after  having  destroyed  evety  thing 
that  he  could  not  carry  away.  About  the  latter  end  o^ 
June  the  earl  of  Galway  entered  the  city  without  resis^ 
taace-;  but  the  Spaniards  were  extremely  mortified  to  see 
an  army  of  Portuguese,  headed  by  an  heretic,  in  posses^ 
sion  of  their  capital.  King  Charles  loitered  tBtway  his  time 
in  Barcelona,  until  his  competitor  recovered  his  sjpirittt^ 
and  received  such  reinforcements  as  enabled  him  to  retatd 
to  Madrid,  with  an  army  equal  to  that  commanded  by  the 
ear}  of  Galway.  Thn  general  made  a  motion  towards  Arr^ 
gon,in  order  to  facilitate  his  conjunction  with-  Charles,  who 
had  set  out  by  the  way  of  S'aragossa,  where  he  was  acknow-< 
ledged  as  sovereign  of  Arragon  and  Valencia.  In  the  be^* 
ginning  of  August  this  prince  arrived  at  the  Portuguese 
camp,  with'  a  small  reinforcement;  and  in  a  few  days  waii 
followed  by  the  eaiiof  Peterborough,  at  the  head  of  five 
hundred  dragoons.  The  two  armies  were  now  pretty  equal 
in  poinntof  number;  but  as  each  expected  further  reinforce-* 
ments,  neither  chose  to  hazard  an  engagement.  The  eari 
of  Peterborough,  who  aspired  to  the  chief  command^  hnd 
hated  the  prince  of  Lichtenstean,  who  enjoyed  the  cdnfr* 
dence  of  king  Chiurles,  retired  in  disgust;  and  embiirlciiig 


oil  board  an  Sagibh  ship  of  wlBir,  net  sail  for  Genoa.  Tkt 
£ii|^«h  ieet  continued  ^  the  suHimerin  the  Medkem- 
aeaii;  thejr  secured  Caithagetia,  Hrhteh  had  dfedared  far 
Charita :  idiey  tobk  the  tbwii  of  Alicaat  by  assault,  and  the 
eastle  hy  capitulation*  Then  SMling  oiit  of  the  Straits,  one 
aquadroB  wna  detaclied  to  the  Weet  Indiea,  another  .to  Ue 
at  Lisbon,  and  the  rest  were  sent  liome  ta  Enf^and. 

$  III.  Fortune  vas  not  more  propitioin  to  thb  French 
ia  Italy  than  in  Fhuidtrst  The  duke  de  Vetidome  having 
hccn  tccatted  to  aasuase  the  Gommand  in  Ftetders  sifter 
the  baftde  of  RaasBiies,  the  diike  of  Orleans  was  placed  at 
the  head  of  the  anay  in  Piiiilaicnt»  under  the  tutorage  and 
direcUon  of  the  asareachal  de  Mania.  Thejr  were  ordered 
to  beaifige  Tbrin,  which  was  accordingly  invested  ifa  die 
aMntfa  of  May:  and  die  Ofieraiions  carried  on  tili  the  be* 
Hinaing  of  September*  Greai  preparations  had  been  made 
£»r  tius  siege*  It  was  not  undertaken  uritil  the  duke  of 
Savoj  had  rejected  all  die  offsra  of  the  French  tisonaivh, 
which  were  swIBcinMr  to  have  shaken  a  prince  df  teas  cois^ 
tage  and  fiartitiidc*  Theduhe'  de  bt  Fentlhde  haVfaig 
finisliod  the  lines  of  cireumvattatioa  and  cbntravAllatioti, 
sent  his  qtiarserasaster  geneml  iir\A  d  tnitepet,  to  offsr 
psiisports  and  a  guard  for  the  remove  of  the  datcheas  and 
her  chUditt*  The  duke  of  Savoy  replied,  that  he  did  not 
iatead  to  conovit  his.  fafldly,  and  that  the  maresehal  naig^ 
bs|pn  to  eaecnte  fata  atastei^s  orders  whenelrer  he  should 
think  fit,  tHl^  whan  the  siege  began  with  ilncotunon  fury, 
and  the  Freash  fired  redhot  balla  into  ths  place,  the  tWo 
dntahesaeat  with  the  young  prince  and  piincesses,  quitted 
Turin,  and  retired  to  Quiettsco,  liroas  whence  they  Were 
coodncted  throogh  asaiiy  daagecs  iato  Ac  territonea  of 
Genoa*  The  didie  Uowelf  fanook  his  capitdi^  in  oidc*r  to 
put  himself  as  the  head  of  his  cavalry ;  and  liras  pursued 
fioas  place  to  place  hy  iv«4Ui^*fiMrty  sqnadroaa,  under  the 
ooakmsad  of  the  ooitnt  d'Aiilbeterre«  Ncawithstanding  the 
very  noble  defaisoe  which  was  flMde  by  the  -garrison  of 
Turing  wUch  de^royed  fourtaeti  tbonsuid  of  the  enemy 
dnriog  the  coarse  of.  the  sssge,  the  ddeneea  were  afanotc 
raiBcd^  their  annmaniiion  began  to  fatt»  and.  they  had  no 
proapecfc  of  rdief  but  from  prince  Eugene,  who  had  nam- 
hcrleas  difiadoes  to  eneonalttt  before  ha.  cecdd  ma^xb  to 
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tlieir  assistance.  The  duke  de  Vendome,  befere'helefit  Ittif^ 
had  secured  all  the  fords  ot  die  Adige,  the  Mkicio,  mid  the 
Oglio,  and  formed  such  Unes  and  intrenchments  as  he  imar 
gined  would  effectually  hinder  the  Imperial  general  fmm  ani- 
Ving  in  time  to  relieve  the  city  of  Turin.  But  -the  prince 
surmounted  all  opposition ;  passed  four  great  rivers  in  despiae 
of  the  enemy;  and  reached  the  neighbourhood  of  Turin 
on  the  thirteenth  day  of  August.  There  being  joined  by 
the  duke  of  Savoy,  he  paased  the  Po  between  Montodier 
and  Cavignan.  On*  the  fifth  day  of  September  they  took 
a  convoy  of  eight  hundred  baded  mules »  next  day  they 
passed  die  Dona,  and  encamped  widi  the  right  on  the  bank 
of  that  river  before  Pienessa,  and  the  left  on  Stura  before 
the  Veneria.  The  enemy  were  intrenched,  having  the 
Stura^onJtheir  right,^  Uie  Doria  on  their  left,  and  the  con* 
>^ent  of  capuchins,  caUed  Noter  Dame  de  la  Campagne,  hi 
their  centre.  When  prince  Eugene  appvoached  Turin,  the 
duke  of  Orleans  proposed  to  march  out  of  the  intrendh- 
ments,  and  give  him  battle ;  adtd  this  proposal  waa  second* 
ed  by  all  the  general  offieers^  except  Marsin,  who,  finding 
the  duke  determined,  produced  an  oirder  horn  the  French 
king  commanding  the  duke  to  follow  the  maieschal'sadvioe, 
Theeourt  of  Versailles  was  now  become  afraid  of  hazardiBg 
an  engagement  against  those  who  had  so  often  defisated 
their  armies ;  and  this  oiBcer  had  private  inatructions  to 
keep  within  the  trenches*  On  the  seventh  day  of  Septem- 
ber the  confederates  m«rched  up  to  ■  the  intrencbments  of 
the  French,  in  eight  columns,  through  a  temUe  fire  from 
forty  pieces  of  artillery,  and  were  formed  in  order  of  battle 
within  half  cannon  ahot  of  the  enemy.  Then  they  ad- 
vanced to  the  attack  with  surprising^  resolution,  and  met 
widi  such  a' warm  reception  as  seemed  to  stop  their  pro- 
gress. Prince  Eugene  perceiving  this  check,  drew  his 
sword,  and  pntdng  himself  at  the  head  of  the  battalitme  on 
the  left,  forced  the  intrenchmehts  at  the  first  charge.  The 
duke  of  Savoy  met  with  the  same  success  in  the  centre, 
and  on  the  right  near  Lucengo.  The  horse  advanced 
through  the  intervals  of  the  foot,  left  for  that  purpose;  and 
breiiking  in  widi  vast  impetuosity,  com|rieted  the  confusion 
of  the  enemy,  who  were  defieated  on  all  hands^  and  retired 
wit)i  precipitatiop  to  the  other  side  of  the  Po,  vhile  the 


dake  of  SafOf  entered  Im  cafuia}  m  tsHmptu  The  duk^ 
of  Orieans  esibibiliMl  repMted  proofs, of  tbenaost  intirepid 
courage;  and  iHaeeived.Mvenl  woonda  in  the  engagemoit. 
MaiMchal  dft  Marsia  fell  Hito  the  hands  of  the  victors,  his 
diigh  being  -shattisred  wilh  a  baJl^  and  died  in.  a  few  hours 
after  the  aapuMM^on.  Of  4he  Frepch  army  a}H>ut  five 
dioiisand  men  w^^.  shiin  on  the  field  «f  battle ;.a< great 
number  of  ofteers^  and  i^wavds  of  sf yen  thpus^id  men 
were  ti^Een,  together  with  two.  hundred  and  fif^-five  pieces 
of  cannotty  one  hun^toed  and  eigbliy  niortars,  an  incredible 
quantity  of  ammunitieiH  att  «he.,taiMto  «id  bagg^iget  five 
Aottsand  beasts  of  fauurien^  ^ten  thqusand.  Ikums  helonspag 
to  iluvteen  v^ntents  of  dragoons,  and  the  mules  of  the 
eommissairy  geneml,  sanehlyladen,  Jthat  this  part-of  thf 
booty  alone  was  valued  at  tinee  ^iltions  of  livres*  The 
loss  of  the  ccmiederatasdid  not  e»c;^eed  three  tbou«sii4  iQe& 
kiUfid  or  disabkd  in  the.  aetton^  besMes  about  the  same 
nunlicr  at  the^gamsonof  T^n,  which  had  fallen  sii^ce 
the  beginiiing  of.  the  Megn>  TUa  was  such  a  fatal  strok^ 
to  die  inseiest  of  Xewtst  that  madamp  de  ]V|ain^non  would 
not  wenliiretto.iaake  him  fullje  acMiuainced  wjth,the  state  of 
hb  ailaunb  He*  vaa  told  that  the  duke.4>f  Orleans,  had 
raised  die  siege  of  Turin  atrtheuppnaacih  :of  pdoce  £u- 
gene ;  but  ;be  k^w  not  'thH  his.  own  army  ivas.d^eatpd 
and  rained*  The  sfiirits  of  the..Fiiencht  were  a  little  comr 
Ibned  in  oonsequeniee  of  an  advantage. gained  about  this 
time,  by  the  count  de  itfednvigrancey,  who  oommanded  ^ 
body  of  troopa  left  in  the  Mantuan  territories*  lie  surf 
prised  thn  pnni:e  of  Hesse  in  die  neagbboMrhood  of  .Caata- 
glioneyand  obUgedhim  to  redie  to  die.Adige,  with  the 
loss  ^  two  dmusmd  men ;  but  this  victory  was  atteQded 
wMi  no  oonsequenc^  in  .their  favpur.  >  The  duke  of  Or^ 
leans  retreased  into  J[>auphinef  while  die  French  garri^pny 
were  driven  out  of  every  place  thay-  occupied  in  Piedmont 
and  Italy,  except  CsemRna,  Valfsn^a,  aiid  the  castle  of 
Mibm,' which  ^^se  blocked  jup  by  the  oonfederates. 

^JLV.  Over  and  above.theae  disasters  which  the  Flinch 
sustained  in  the  course.of  this  canapaign,  they  weremiserably 
ahwawd  by  the-  pie^eet  of  an  in;easion*firom- Britain,  formed 
by  thot  mai^s  de:Gui«Qard»  who,  actuated  by  a  family  djs« 
gust,  had  abandoned  hjacountry,  and  become  a  partisan  df 


t!ie  cb6feder«cee.     He  wa»  declared  a  lieotoiQttt  generftl  in 

the  empeK>t%  anby^  and  ca«ia  over  to  Loaidoti,  after  kaviog 

settled  a  correspoadeiMBe  wtdi  the  aMdeontents  ia  tke  soathern 

parts  of  France.     He  insinuated  Inniself  into  the  friendship 

of  Henry  St.  John,  secretary  of  war,  and  other  persons  of 

distinction.     His  aehemo  of  invading  France  4as  approved 

hy  the  Brhish  ministry,  and  he  wsn  promotod  «o  the  com^ 

mand  of  a  regiment  of  dragoons  destined  for  that  service. 

Abouit  eleven  thonsand  men  were  embarked  nnder  the 

conduct  of  eari  Rivers,  ii4th  a  hirge  tndn  of  nrtiHery ;  and 

Ae  coml»iaed  sqnaArons,  commanded  hy  air  Cloudtaby 

Shovel,  set  aail  ftom  Ply  month  on  the  tbilfeeniii  day  t>f 

Angnst.  <   Neitt  day  they  irere  forced  itiio  Tmhti^  by  con* 

trary  winds,  and  there  ^yheM  a  conncH  of  war  to  concert 

tfieir  opemtsons,  when  fMsy  discove^d  thatGniseatd's  plm 

was  idtogetiier  chimerical,  or  at  least  fenaded  upon  snch 

ftlight  assurances  mid  conjeet^ires,  as  could  not  jostiify  Atsr 

proceeding  to  enecMtioiH     An  esipresa  wa^'JmmadiMi^ 

despatched  10  the  admirakyv  with  the  resuh  of  this  comicilt 

and  in  the  mean  time,  letters  arrived  at  eonrt  from  the  earl 

of  Galway,  after  his  retreat  from  MaMd  to  Vatenefai^ 

aoliciting  succonrs  with  die  most  eamoftt  onareatfes.     Tha 

ett>e(fition  to  France  was  tmmediately  postponed,  and  Mr 

Gloudesley  Shovel  was  ordered  u>  make  die  best  ef  hia  way 

fbr  Lisbon,  there  to  take  snch  measures  as  the  state  of  tlM» 

war  in  Spain  should  render  tiecessaiy.    Gaiscard  and  hit 

bfficers  being  net  on  shore,  the  fleet  sailed  with  die  Awt 

fijfr  wind,  and  ^owal'ds  the  lal^r  «nd  of  Ottobar  artivod  m 

LMrnn.     On  -the  twaity-eighdi  day  of  die  next  month  the 

king  of  Portugal  died,  and  his  eldest  son  and  snccessor 

being  but  eighteen  yeurs  of  age,  was  even  more  than  hfa 

father  indoenced  by  a  ministry  which  had  private  con- 

nemons  with  the  court  of  VersaUles.     Movmheless,  ahr 

ddodesley  Shovel  mid  eail  Rivers  being  pressed  by  lettmv 

f^fom  king  Charles  and  the  eari  of  Galway,  sailed  ta  their 

assistance  in  the  beginning  of  January  i  aind  on  the  twenty* 

eighdi  arrived  at  Alicam,  #om  whence  die  earl*of  RIvma 

proceeded  by  land  to  Valencia,  in  order  to  assist  at  a 

general  council  ^f  war.     The  •operations  of  the  enatiing 

eaaipaign  bemg  ooncerted,  and  the  army  joined  fay  the 
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reinfetvcmeot  from  Engfauid^   earl  Rivers,  didiliiig   the 
country,  ntunMd  with  the  admind  to  Lisboiu 

§  V.  Fohoid  was  at  length  delivered  from  the  presence 
of  the  king  of  Sweden,  who  in  the  beginning  of  September 
suddenly  mafcbed  throogh  Lusatia  into  Saxony ;  and  in  a 
fitlle  time  laid  that  whole  dkctorate  under  contribiition» 
Augustus  being  thus  cut  off  from  all  resource,  resolved  to 
obtain  pesce  an  the  Swede^  own  terms,  and  engaged  in  a 
secret  treaty  for  this  purpose.  In  the  mean  tiaae  die  Poles 
and  Muscovites  attacked  die  Siwdish  forces  at  Kalish  in 
Gmt  Poland;  and  fay  dint  of  nnmbers  routed  them  wilb 
g^reat  slaiigfater.  Notwithstanding  this  event,  Augustus 
mdfied  the  tveaty,  by  wUch  he^acknowledged  Skanislaus  as 
tnie  and  righlfiil  kntg  of  Poland,  reserving  to  himself  no 
more  than  the  empty  title  of  aonseteign.  I1ie  confederates 
were  not  a  litde  alanned  to  find  Chailes  in  the  heart  of 

■y,  and  the  French  oowrt  did  not  fiul  to  conrt  his 
but  he  continaed  on  the  reserve  against  all  their 
SpBcilatioos.  Then  they  imptoced  his  mediation  for  a 
peace ;  and  Ik  answered,  that  he  would  interpose  his  good 
ofiecn,  ak  soon  as  be  sisould  know  they  would  be  agpneeable 
CO  die  powers  engaged  in  the  grand  alliattce. 

^  VL  The  priAs  ol  Lewis  was  now  humbled  to  such 
n  dcgvee  as  tnaght-have  excited  die  compassion  of  his 
He  efliq>loyed  the  dector  of  Bavaria. to  write 

in  Us  name  to  the  duke  of  Marlborough  and  the 
doputies  of  the  smsss  ^^eral,  containing^  piopoaais  for 
opcMuag  a  omgress.  He  had  already  tampered  with  the 
Dtttcli,  in  a  mcraoriad  presented  by  the  marquis  d'Alegre» 
He  Itticmise  besought  d^  pope  to  interpose  in  his  behalf. 
He  offered  to  cede  either  Spmn  and  the  West  Indies^  or 
Mifam,  Naytes,  and  Sicily  to  king  Charles ;  to  give  up  a 
hanier  for  At  Dutch  in  the  Netherlands.;  and  to  indem- 
nify die  duke  of  Savioy  for  the  ravages  that  had  been  com- 
mitted in  his  idominions.  Though  his  real  aim  was  peace,^ 
yut  jsc>did  not  despair  of  being  able  to  excite  sudh  jeskmsies 

die  conSBderatea  as  snsgjht  shske  the  basis  of  their 
His  hope  was  not  allogedief  disappobted.  The 
;  of  Vienna  was  so  much  abraaed  at  the  oflers  he  bad 
made,4md4he  reposts  circulated  by  his  emissaries,  that  the 
cmpetw  resolved  to  make  himself  master  of  Naples  bef<H*e 
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the  allies  should  have  it  in  their  power  to  close  with  the 
proposals  of  France*  This  was  the  true  motive  of  his  con-> 
eluding  a  treaty  with  Lewis  in  the  succeeding  winter,  by 
which  the'  Milanese  was  entirely  evacuated,  and  the  French 
king  at  liberty  to  employ  those'  troops  in  making  strong 
efforts  against  the  confederates  in  Spain  and  the  Nether-  ' 
lands.  The  Dutch  were  intoxicated  with  success,  and 
their  pensionary,  Heinsius,  entirely  influenced  by  the  duke 
of  Marlborough,  who  found  his  account  in  the  continuance 
of  the  war,'  which  at  once  gratified  his  avarice  and  ambU* 
tion ;  for  all  his  great  qualities  were  obscured  by  the  sordid 
passion  of  accumulating  wealth.  During  the  whole  war 
the  allies  never  had  such  an  opportunity  as  they  now  en* 
joyed  to  bridle  the  power  of  France  e£EectuaIly,  and  secure 
the  liberties  of  the  empire ;  and  indeed,  if  their  real  design 
was  •  to  establish  an  equal  balance  between*  the  houses  of 
Austria  and  Bourbon,  it  could  not  have  been  better  effected 
than  by  dividing  the  Spanish  monarchy  between  these  two 
potentates.  The  accession  of  Spain,  with  all  its  appendages, 
,  to  either,  would  have  destroyed  the  equilibrium  which  the 
allies  proposed  to  establish.  But  other  motives  contributed 
to  a  continuation  of  the  war.  The  powers  of  the  con^ 
federacy  were  fired  with  the  ambition  of  making  conquests ; 
and  England  in  particular '^thought  herself  entitled  to  an 
indemaification  for  the  immense  sums  she  had  expended. 
J\.Bimiited  by  these  concurring  considerations,  queen  Anne 
and  the  states  general  rejected  the  offers  of  France;  and 
declared,  that  they  would  not  enter  into  any  negotiation. 
fot  peace,  except  in  concert  with  their  aHies. 

$  VII.  The  tones  of  England  began  to  meditate 
schemes  of  opposition  against  the  duke  of  Marlborough. 
They  looked  upon  hirii  as  a  selfish  nobleman^  who  sacrificed 
the  interest  of  the  nation,  in  protracting  a  rumous  war  for 
his  own  private  advantage.  They  saw  their  country  op'* 
pressed  with  an  increasing  load  of  taxes,  which  they  appre** 
bended  would  in  a  little  time  become  an  intolerable  burden; 
and  they  did  not  doubt  but  at  this  period  such  terms  might, 
be  obtained  as  would  fully  answer  the  great  purpose  of  the 
confederacy.  This,  indeed,  was  the  prevailing  ojunion 
among  all  the  sensible  people  of  the  nation  who  were  not 
particulariy  interested  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war,  eillier 


by  being  conneetsd  with  the  general,  or  in  some  shape  em* 
ployed  in  the  management  of  the  finances.  The  tories 
were  likewise  instigated  by  a  party  spirit  against  Marlbo* 
rou^,  wbof  by  means  of  his  wife,  was  in  full  possession  of 
the.  queen's  confidence,  and  openly  patronized  the  whig 
fiurdoiu  But  the  attention  of  people  in  general  was  now 
turned  upon  the  Scottish  parliament,  which  tpok  into  con« 
sideracion  the  treaty  of  union  lately  concluded  between  the 
commissioners  of  both  kingdoms.  On  the  third  day  of  ' 
October,  the  duke  of  Queensberry,  as  high  commissioner, 
produced  the  queen's  letter,  in  which  she  expressed  her 
hope,  that  the  terms  of  the  treaty  would  be  acceptable  to 
her  parliament  of  Scotland.  She  said,  an  entire  and  per- 
fect union  would  be  the  solid  foundation  of  a  lasting  peace; 
it  would  secure  their  religion,  liberty,  and  property,  re- 
move the  animosi^  that  prevailed  among  themselves,  and 
the  jealousies  that  subsisted  between  the  two  nations :  it 
would  increase  their  strength,  riches,  and  commerce :  the 
whole  island  would  lie  joined  in  affection,  and  free  from 
all  apprehensions  of  different  interests ;  it  would  be  enabled 
to  resist  all  its  enemies,  .support  the  protestant  interest 
every  where,  and  maintain  the  liberties  of  Europe.  She 
renewed  her  assurance  of  maintaining  the  government  of 
their  church ;  and  told  them,  that  now  they  had  an  oppor- 
tuni^  of  taking  such  steps  as  might  be  necessary  for  its 
security  after  the  union.  She  den^anded  the  necessaxy 
supplies.  She  observed,  that  the  great  success  with  which 
God  Almighty  had  blessed  her  arms  afforded  the  nearer 
prospect  of  a  happy  peace,  with  which  they  would  enjoy 
the  full  advantages  of  this  union :  that  they  had  no  reason 
to  dpttbt  but  the  parliament  of  England  would  do  all^ths^t 
should  be  necessary  on  their  part  to  confirm  the  union : 
finally,  she  recommended  calmness  and  unanimity  in  de- 
liberating on  this  great  and  weighty  affair,  of  such  con^ 
sequence  to.  the  whole  island  of  Great  Britain. 

^  VIII.  Hitheito  the  articles  of  the  union  had  been 
iadoatriously  concealed  from  the  knowledge  of  the  people : 
but  the  treaty  being  recited  in-  parliament,  and  the  particu- 
lars divulged^  such  a  flame  was  kindled  through  the  whole 
aationt  as  had  not  appewed  since  the  restoration.  The 
invaliers  or  Jacobites  had  always  foreseen  that  this  union 
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vouU  extinguish  dl  thrir  lM>pes  of  a  revdnthm  m  ftiroitr 
of  a  pretender.  The  nobili^  foimd  theaMeives  degndcd 
in  point  of  dignity  and  infiueoce,  by  being  exdniied  fvoaa 
&eir  seats  in  parliament.  The  trading  part  of  the  nation 
beheld  their  commerce  saddled  with  heavy  duties  and 
restrictions,  and  considered  the  privilege  of  trading  to  the 
English  plantations  as  a  precarious  and  uncertain  prospect 
of  skdvantage.  The  barons,  or  gentlemen,  vtere  exasperated 
at  a  coalition,  by  which  their  parliament  was  aaaihabted, 
and  their  credit  destroyed.  The  people  in  general  ex- 
claimed, that  the  dignity  of  their  crown  was  betrs^ed ;  diat 
the  independeacy  of  their  nation  had  £sllen  a  ssicrifice  to 
treachery  and  corruption;  diat  whatever. conditiMs  might 
be  speciously  offered,  they  could  not  expect  they  would  be 
observed  by  a  parliament  in  which  the  English  had  such  a 
majority.  They  exaggerated  the  dangers  to  which  the 
constitution  of  their  church  would  be  exposed  from  a  bench 
oPbishops,  and  a  parliament  of  episcopalians.  This  con- 
sideration alarmed  the  presbyterian  ministers  to  such  a 
degree,  that  they  employed  all  their  power  and  credit  in 
wadung  the  resentment  of  their  hearers  against  die  treaty, 
-which  produced  an  universal  ferment  among  all  ranks  of 
people.  Even  the  most  rigid  puriuns  joined  the  cavaliers 
in  expressing  their  detestation  of  the  union ;  and,  laying 
aside  their  mutual  animosities,  prombed  to  coqierate  in 
opposing  a  measure  so  ignominious  and  prejudicial  to  their 
country^  In  parliament  the  opposition  was  headed  by  tho 
dukes  of  Hamilton  and  Athol,  and  the  marquis  of  Anoan«> 
dale.  The  first  of  these  noblemen  had  wavered  so  much 
in  his  conduct,  that  it  is  difficult  to  ascertain  his  real  polite 
teal  principles.  He  was  generally  supposed  to  favour  the 
claim  of  the  pretender ;  but  he  was  afraid  of  embarking 
too  far  in  his  cause,  and  avoided  violent  measures  in  the 
discussion  of  this  treaty,  lest  he  should  incur  the  resent- 
ment of  the  English  parliament,  mid  forfeit  the  estate  he 
possessed  in  that  kingdom.  Athol  was  more  forward  in 
his  professions  of  attachment  to  the  court  of  St.  Germains ; 
but  he  had  less  ability,  and  his  zeal  was  supposed  *  to  have 
been  inflamed  by  resentment  against  the  ministry.  The 
debates  upon  the  different  articles'  of  the  treaty  were  carried 
ion  with  great  heat  and  vivacity ;  and  many  shrewd  argu*- 


iitttots  W«re  used  agQimSt  this  sohetM  of  an^  i&corponttin^ 
^iiioti^  One  member  afirmed,  that  it  wqiiild  furnish  a 
hlukdle  tO'tti^  flM^iring  prince  to  overtiirotr  the  Uberties  of 
afi  BitaUn ;  for  if  the  parliament  of  Scotland  could  alter, 
or  mther  subvert  its  cohstttutioB,  this  circumstance  might 
be  a  precedent  ibr  the  .parliament  of  Great  Britain  to  as^ 
aome' the  same  pdwer:  that  the  representatives  for  Scoo- 
land  would;  frMd  their  poverty^  depend  upon  those  who 
possessed  the  means  of  corruption :  and  havilig  expressed 
eo  litde  concern  for  the  support  of  their  own  constitution, 
would  ptky  very  ftttle  regard  to  that  of  anj  other.  ^^  What! 
**  (said  the  duke  of  Hamilton)  shall  we  in  half  an  hour 
^  ^ve  up  what  otir  for^thera  maintained  with  their  lives 
^  and  fortunes  for  many  ages  t  Are  here  none  of  the  det- 
^^  scendenta  of-  those  worthy  patriots,  who  defended  the 
*^  liberty  of  their  ^mmtry  against  aU  invaders^;  who  as- 
^^  siated  the  great  king  Robert  Bruce  to  reotore  the  oonsdr 
'^^  ttrtiew  s^nd  revenge  the  falsehood  of  England,  and  the 
^  usurpation  of  Baliol  i  Where  kr^  the  Douglases  and 
«»  Campbells?  Whet^  are  ifhe  peers,  where  are  the  barons, 
^^  once  the  b«ilwal»k  of  the  atttibni  Shall  we  yield  upthe 
^  sovereignty  and  independedey  of  oar  country,  when  w^ 
^  are  commanded  by  thos^  we  tept^sent  to  preserve  the 
''^  same,  and  assoretl  of  thiir  assisttmce  to  support  us?'* 
The  duke  of  Athor^p^oteited  against  an  incorporating 
uttidti;  as  t6ntrsiry  ib  the  hbnour^  interest,  fundamental 
laws,  and  co!istitu(i6nf  <eff  the  kingdom  of  Scotland,  the 
birthright  df  the  peers,  4he-  rights  find  privileges  of  the 
bardtis  and  borotfghs,  imd  to  the  claim' of  right,  property, 
Mild  liberty  of  tite  stifajeet^  To  this  protest  nineteen  pean 
-and  fotty-six  commeners  adhered.  The  earl  aaarescbal 
entered  a  protest,  tmportlngt  that  no  person  being  successor 
to  the  ctxHrn  of  £ngfiand  'Sh6uld  inherit  that  of  Scodand, 
without  such  previous  limitalttoHs  as  might  secure  the 
honottr  and  sovereigtity  of  the  Scottish  crown,  and  kiog- 
dom,  the  frequency  and  power  6f  pjtrliamenCi  the  religion, 
ltbcrt>',  smd  trade  of  the  nation,,  from  English  or  any  for- 
eign iHfiQence«  •  He  wiis  seconded  by  six<'and4brty  mem- 
bers. With  regard  to  the  third  vrtielt  of  the  union,  ^ipu-> 
latiftg,  that  both  kingdoms  should  be  represented  by  one 
and  die* same  parHaaient,  tlie  co^sntry  party- observed^  thilt 
Vol.  IL  C  . 


Ig  HISTORY  W  ENGLAND.  17Q5. 

by  assenting  to  this  expedient^  they  <Ud  in  effect  sink  their 
own  constitution,  while  that  of  England  underwent  no  alter* 
ation :  that  in  all  nations  there  are. fundamentals,  which  i^> 
power,  wliatever,  can  alter :  that  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  parliament  being  one  of  these  fundamentals  among  the 
Scots,  no  parliament,.or  any  other  power,  could  ever  legally 
prohibit  the  meeting  of  parliaments,  or  deprive  any  of  the 
three  estates  of  its  right  of  sitting  or  voting  in  parliament, 
or  give  up  the  rights  and  privileges  of  parliament;  but 
that  by  this  treaty  the  parliament  of  Scotland  was  entirely 
abrogated,  its  rights  and  privileges  sacrificed,  and  those  of 
the  English  parliament  substituted  in  their  place.  They 
argued,  that  though  the  legislative  power  in  parliament  was 
regulated  and  determined  by  a  majority  of  Voices ;  yet  the 
giving Mp  the  constitution  with  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
.  the  nation,  was  not  subject  to  suffrage,  being  founded  on 
dominion  and  property  1  and  therefore  could  not  be  legally 
surrendered  without  the  consent  of  every  person  who  had  a 
Tight  to  elect  and  be  represented  in  parliament.  They 
affirmed  that  the  obligation  laid  on  the  Scottish  membera 
to  reside  so  long  .in  London,  in  attendance  on  the  British 
parliament,  would  drain  Scotland  of  all  its  money,  impov- 
erish the  members,  and  subject  them  to  the  tamptation  of 
being  corrupted*  Another  protei^t  was  entered  by  the 
marquis  of  Annandale  agi^nst  an  incorporating  union,  as 
being  odious  to  the  people,  sabversive  of  the  constitution, 
sovereignty,  and  claim  of  right,  and  threatening  ruin  to  the 
church  as  by  law  establish^.  Fifty-two  members  joined 
in  this  protestation.  Almost  every  article  produced  the 
most  inflamqiatory  disputes*  The  Iprd  Belhaven  enume- 
rated the  mischiefs  which  would  attend  the  union,  in  a 
pathetic  speech,  that  dr^w  tears  from  the  audience, 'and  it 
is  at  this  day  looked  upon  as  a  prophecy  by  great  part  of 
the  Scottish  nation^  Addresses  against  the  treaty  wqre 
presented  \o  parliament  by  the  convention  of  boroughs,  the 
commissioneni  of  the  genipral  assembly,  the  co/npany  trading 
to  Africa  and  the  Indies,  as  well  as  from  sevend  ^ires, 
stewartries,  boroughs,  towns,  and  parishes,  in  all  the  differ* 
ent  parts  of  the  kingdom,  without  distinction  of  whig  or 
tory,  episcopalian  or  presbyterian*  The  earl  of  Buchan 
(br  the  peers,  Lockhart  of  C;iruwarth  for  th^  barons,  9ir 


WaHer  Stuart  in  behalf  of  the  peers,  tsarons,  and  boroughs, 
the  earis  of  Erral-  and  Marischal  for  themseWes^.as  high 
constabk  and  earl  marshal  of  the  kingdom,  protested 
severalty  against  the  treaty  of  the  union. 

$  ISL  While  this  opposition  raged  within  doors,  the 
resentment  of  the  people  rose  to  transports  of  fury  and 
revenge.     The  more  ^  rigid  presbyterians,  known  by  the 
name  of  Cameronians,  chose  officers,  formed  themselves 
iiitt>  regiments,  provided  horses,  arms,  and  ammunition,  and 
marching  to  Dumfries,  burned  the  articles  of  the  union  at 
the  maAet  cross,  justifying  their  conduct  in  a  public  de- 
claration.    They   made  a  tender  &t  their  attachment  to 
dokc  Hamilton,  from  whom  diey  received  encouragement 
in  secret.     They  reconciled  themselves  to  the  episcopalians 
and  the  cavaliers :  they  resolved  to  take  the  route  to  Edin- 
burgh, and  dissolve  the  parliament:   while  the  duke  of 
Adu^  undertook  to  secure  the  pass  of  Stirling  with  his 
Uig^ilanders,  so  as  to  open  the  communication  between  the 
westen  and  northern  parts  of  the  kingdom*.  Seven  or  eight 
thousand  men  were  actually  ready  to  appear  in  arms  at  the 
town  of  Hamilton,  and  march  directly  to  Edinburgh,  under 
the  duke's  command,  when  that  nobleman  altered  his  opi-  f 
nion,  and  despatched  private   couriers  through  the  whole 
country,  requiring  the  people  to  defer  their  meeting  till 
further  directions.     The  more  sanguine  cavaliers  accused 
his  grace  of  treachery.;  but  in  all  likelihood  he  was  actuated 
by  prudential  motives.     He  dleged,  in  his  own  excuse, 
that  the  nation  was  not  in  a  condition  to  carry  on  such  an 
enterprise,  especially  as  the  English  had  already  detached 
troops  to  the  border,  and  might  in  a  few  days  have  wafted* 
over  a  considerable  reinforcement  from  Holland.     During 
this  commotion  among  the  cameronians,  the  cities  of  Edin- 
burgh and  Glasgow  were  filled  with  tumults.     Sir  Patrick 
Johnston,  the  provost  of  Edinburgh,  who  had  been  one  of 
the  commissioners  for  the  union,  was  besieged  in  his  own 
house  by  the  populace,  and  would  have  been  torn  in  pieces^ 
had  not  the-  guards  dispersed  the>multitude.     The  privy 
council  issued  a  proclamation  against  riots,  coftimanding  all 
persona  to*  retire  from  the  streets  whenever  the  drum  should 
beat ;   ordering  the  guards  to  fire  upon  those  who  should 
disobey  tbtsMmmaad^  and  indemnifying  them  froni  all  pnK 
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^ecutioB  for  msuming  or  diftying^  the  tficgu.  These  guanki 
vcre  plajced  all  round  the  house  ia  vh&ch  the  peers  aiidb 
iominoDs  wcire  usteinbled,  and  the  xouncil  received  the 
thanks  of  the  po^liameaC,  for  having  thus  provided  far  thtkr 
sfdety.  Notwithstttidtiig  these  prscautions  of  the^-govem- 
ihent,  the  commissioner  was  constantly  saluted  with  tfaei 
curses  and  imprecations  of  the  people  as  he  passed  ahmgy 
hb  guards  were  peltedrand  some  of  hu  attendants  wounded 
with  stones  as  they  4at  by  him  ia  ihe  obaok,  so  tHat  he  waa 
obliged  to  pass  through  the  streets  on  full  gallop. 

$  X.  Against  all  the  national  fury,  the  dukes  of  QjoeeasH 
berry  and  Argyle,  the  tarls  of  Montnose,  Seaileld,  aed  Staii^ 
and  the  other  noblemen  attached  to  the  oaion^  acted  witii 
equal  prudence  ai|d  resolution*  They  argued  stre&uouslfy 
against  the  objectioi^  that  were  started  in  the  house.  They 
magnified  the  advantages  that  would  accrue  to  the  kingdoms 
from  the  privileges  of  trading  to  the  English  plantatianSy 
and  being  protected  in  their  commerce  by  a  powerful  navy  t 
as  well  as  from  the  exclusion  of  a  popish  preteadtirf  whe 
they  knew  was  odious  to  the  natioa  in  general.  They 
fiound  means,  partly  by  their  promises,  4u>d  partly  by  corw 
ruption,  to  bring  over  the  eai^  of  Roixburgh  and  Mard^ 
mont,  with  the  whole  squadron  who  had  hitherto  been  un«> 
propitious  to  the  court.  They  disarmed  the  resentment  of 
the  clergy,  by  promoting  an  act  to  be  inserted  in  the  umpn^ 
declaring  the  presby terian  discipline  to  be  the  only  govern* 
ment  of  the  church  of  Scotland,  unalterable  in  all  succeed-^ 
ing  tunes,  and  a  fundamental  article  of  the  treaty.  They 
soothed  the  African  company  with  the  prospect  of  bein^ 
indemnified  for  the  losses  they  had  sustained.  They 
amused  individuals  with  the  hope  of  sharing  the  rest  of  the 
equivalent..  They  employed  emissaries  to  allay  the  ferment 
among  the  cameronians,  and  disunite  them  from  the  cava- 
liers, by  canting,  praying,  and  demonstrating  the  absurdity^ 
sinfuinessy  and  danger  of  such  a  coalition.  These  vemon*^ 
strances.  were  reinforced  by  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand 
pounds,  which  the  queen  privatdy  lent  to  the  Scottish  trea^ 
sury,  and  which  was  now  distributed  by  the  ministry  in. 
such  a  manner  as  might  best  conduce  to  the  success  of  the 
treaty.  By  these  practices  they  diminished,  though  they 
could  not  sUence  the  clamour  of  the  poepk>  and  obtmed  a 


ooDttdaraUe  majority  fas.  pai^litaMiit,  which  outvoted  all 
dppoaitioo./  Not  but  that  th«  duke  of.  Qucensbeny  at  one 
tattle  dcapaked  of  tucceeding,  and  being  in- continual  appre- 
htnaion.  for  .has  Hfe^  expressed  a  desire  of  ad|Ouming  the. 
pariioBieiit^  fUtttil  by  time  and  good  management  hit  should. 
be  able  to  remove  Uiose  difficulties  that  then  seemed  to  be 
intormountahle.  But  the  lord  treasurer  Godolphin,  who 
foresaw  that  the  measure  would  be  entirely  lost  by  delay^ 
and  wms  no  judge  of  dw  difficuhiesy  insisfted  upon  his  pro- 
eeedipg.  it  was  at  this  period  that  he  remitted  the  money, 
and  ganre  directions  for  having  forces  ready  jblI  a  call,  both 
i^En^aad  aoid  Irelaadi  At  length  the  Scottish  parliament 
approved  and  ratified  all  the  avtides  of  the  union,  with  some 
siuU  ^vaisatkai.  They  then  prepared  an  act  for  regulating 
the  election  of  the  sixteen  peers,  and  forty*ftve  commoners 
to  Tepvesent  Scodand  in  the  British  parliament.  This  be«> 
ing  touched  with  the  sceptne,  the  three  estates  proceeded 
to  elect  their  representatives*  The  remaining  part  of  the 
asssioa  was  employed  in  making  regulations  concerning  the 
coin,  tn  examaning'the  accounts  of  their  African  company, 
and  providiogfer  the-dueapplioation,of  the  equivaiei^,  which 
was  scandalously  misiappl^.  On  the  twenty*fifth  day  of 
March  the  eommwsioner  adjourned  the  parliament,  after 
having,  in  a  short  speech,  taken  notice  of  the  honour  they 
had  acquired  in  concluding  an  affiiir  of  such  importance  to 
their  country.  Having  thus  accomplisbed  the  great  purpose 
of  the  eourt,  he  set  out  for  London,  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  which  be  was  met  by  above  forty  noblemen  in  their 
coaches,  and  about  four  hundred  gentlemen  on  horseback.. 
Next  day  he  waited  upon  the  queen  at  Kensington,  from 
whom  he  met  with  a  very  gracious  reception.  Perhaps 
there  is  not  another  instance  upon  record,  of  a  ministry  V 
having  carried  a  point  of  this  importance  against  such  a 
vh>hmt  torrent  of  opposition,  and  contrary  to  the  general 
sense  and  inoHnation  of  a  whole  exasperated  people.  The 
Soots-  were  petauaded  that  their  trade  sbouTd  be  destroyed,. 
Aeir  nation  oppressed,  and  their  country  ruined,  in  conse- 
fience  of  the  union  with  En^and  ;  and  mdeed  their  opinion 
was  supported  by  very  i^austble  arguments.  The  majority 
of  both  nations  believed  that  the  treaty  would  produce  vio- 
lent convulsioos,  or^  at  best,  prove  ineflbctual.     But  we 
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now  Bee  it  has  been  attended  with  none  of  the  cabuaities 
that  were  prognosticated ;  that  it  quietly  took  effect,  and 
fully  answered  all  the  purposes  for  winch  it  was  intended. 
Hence  we  may  learn,  that  many  great  difficultiiea  are  s'br*' 
mounted,  because  they  are  not  seen  by  those,  who  idinct  Ihe 
execution  of  any  great  project;  and  .that  niaigr  acheaaes^ 
which  theory  deems  impracticable,  will  yet. succeed  in  the 
experiment. 

$  XI.  The  English  parliament  assonUing  on  thethird  da^ 
of  December,  the  queen,  in  her  speech  to  both  houses^  con* 
gratulated  them  on  the  glorious  successes  of  her.arms.  -  She 
desired  the  commons  would  grant  such  suppUes  as  mig^ 
enable  her  to  improve  the  advantages  of  this  snccessful 
campaign.  She  told  them  that  the  treaty  of  union,  sis  con* 
eluded  by  the  commissioners  of  both  kingdoms,  .wns  at  thaft 
time  under  the  consideration  of  the  Scottish  parliament;  and 
.she  recommended  despatch  in  the  public  affiurs,  that  both 
friends  and  enemies  might.be  convinced  of  the  fimmess  and 
vigour  of  their  proceedings.  The  paidiament  was  perfectljf 
well  disposed  to  comply  with  all  her  majesty's  requests* 
Warm  addresses  were  presented  by.  both  houses;  Thea 
they  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  supply,  and  hav- 
ing examined  the  estimates  in  less  than  a  week,  voted  near 
six  millions  for  the  service  of  the  ensuing  year.  Neverthe* 
less,  in  examining  the  accounts,  some  objections  arose. 
They  found  that  the  extraordinary  supplies  for  the  support 
of  king  Charles  of  Spain,  amounted  to  eight  hundred  diou- 
sand  pounds  more  than  the  sums  provided  by  parliament, 
^Some  members  argued  that  very  ill  consequences  mi^t 
ensue,  if  a  ^ministry  could  thus  run  the  nation  in  debt, 
and  expect  the  parliament,  should  pay  the  money.  The 
courtiers  answered,  that  if  any  thing  had  been  raised  with- 
out necessity,  or  ill  kpplied,  it  was  reasonable  that  those 
who  were  in  fault  should  be  punished :  but,  as  this  expense 
was  incurred  to  improve  advantages,  at  a  time  when  the 
occasion  could  not  be  communicated  to  parliament,  the 
ministry  was  rather  to  be  applauded  for  their  zeal,  than 
condemned  for  their  liberality.  The  question  being  put, 
the  majority  voted  that  those  sums  had  been  depended  for 
the  preservation  of  the  duke  of  Savoy,  for  the  interest  of 
king  Charles  against  the  commoaenemyt  and  for  the  safety 
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and  hooqur  qf  tbe  nation*  When  therspealser  presented 
the  moncfr  bills,  he  told  her  that  as  the  gloi^ious  victory 
obtained  \>y  the  duke,  of  Marlborough  at  RamilUes,  was  , 
fpught  before  it  could,  be  supposed  the  armies  were  in  the 
field,  so  it  was  no  less  surprising  that  the  commons  had 
granted  supplies  to  her  majesty  before  the  enemy  coutd.well 
know  that  the  parliament  was  sitting.  The- general  was 
again  honoured  >irith  the  thanks  of  both  houses.  The  lords 
in  an  address,  brought  the  queen  to  settle  his  honours  on 
his  posterior*  An  act.ws^s  passed  for  this  purpose :  and  in 
parsuanee  of  another  address  from  the  commons,  a  pension 
of  five  thousand  pounds  out  of  the  ppsto'ffice  was  settled 
upon  hifn  and  his  descendents.  The  lords  and  commons 
having  adjourned  themselves  to  the  last  day  of ,  Oj^cemhert 
the  queen  closed  the  year  with  triumphal  procession  ,  As 
the  standard^  and  colours  taken  at  Blenheim  had.  bee^  pla- 
ced in  Westminster  hall,  so  now  those  that  ^d  been 
brought,  from  the  field  of  Hamillies  were  put  up  19  Guild- 
hall, as  trophies  of  that  victory.  About  this  tinie,  t}ie  earls 
of  Kent,  Lindsey,  and.Xingston,  were  raised  to  the  rank  of 
marquises.  The.  Iprda  Mfharton^  Paulet,  Godolphin,  and 
Cholmond^ley,  were  >ci;eated  earls.  Lord  Wal4en,  son 
and  heir  apparent  to,  thi^  e;arl  of  S^uflblk,  obtained  the  title 
of  earl  of  Bindon :  tbe  lord  keeper  Cowper^  and. sir  Thomas 
Pelham  were  ennobled  as  barons. 

$  XIL  The  parliaTpent. ..being  assembled  after  their 
short  recess,  the  earl  of  Nottingham  moved. for  an  address 
ta  the  queen,  desiring  her  m^esty  would  order  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  commissioners  for  the  union^  as  well  a^  jjlpse  of 
the  Scottish  parliament  on.the,8^id  subject,  to  be  laid  before 
them.  He  was  seconded  by  the  duke  of  BqcklPgham  and 
the  earl  of  Rochester;  anc}., answered  by  die  earl  of  Godol- 
phin, who  told  them  they  needed  not  dpubt  but  that  her 
majesty  would  communicate  those  proceedings  as  soon  as 
the  Scottish  parliament  should  have  di^i^sik*^^  the  subject 
of  the  union.  The  lords  Wharton,»,|Soipe|^4,  an^  H^^i'^ 
observed,  that  it  was  for  the  honour  of  the  patiop  that  the 
treaty  of  union  should  first  conae  ratified  from  the  parlia- 
ment of  Scotland  ;  and  that  then,  and  not  before,  it  would 
be  a  proper  time  for  the  lords  to  take  it  into  consideration. 
On  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  January,  the  queen  in  person 
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told  both  h6tises!»'th^lf  the  treaty  bf  nniott,  with  MtAe  adffi^ 
tions  and  ftkerations,  was  ratiSe^  byatt'actof  tIteStotfisfc 
()arliami^ht :  that  she  had  ortlJfedlttO'M  laid  befot^  therm ; 
and  hoped  it  i^ould  meet  mHi  theit  coneurrence  andikppf6w 
'bation.  She  desired '  the  ■  commons  wdul*  proVlde^or  thfe 
payiiient  of  th^^e<5ruivale*ft,'in''c»e  t1i6  *  treaty! '  ^h6iM  Vfe 
approved.  She  Observed' t6  both  lioases,  that noir'^ey  had 
an  opportunity  of 'putting  the  list  kattd'to  a  happy  tiftion 
of  the  two  kingdoms;  and  that  she  should  look  upbn  it;ak 
a  particular  happirtfess,  ff  thJ^  grei^t  work,  whieh  had  b^h 
•so  often  attempted  whhoiit  suedes8,eoi!iIdlye  brtnight  tb  p^ii- 
^cction  m  her  reign.  When  the  commons  fomited  theAi- 
'selvc?^  Into  a  committee  of  the  wholp  house,  to  d^ber^tfe 
'bn  thcWticles  of  tfte  Uriiorn,  and 'the  Scottish  act  of  ^tiil^^- 
*tion,  the  tory  pajty,  which  was  very  weak  in  that  as^itibiy, 
began  to -start  some  objections.  Sir  John  Packington  dia- 
approvcVi  of  this  incorporattng  union,  which  he  likeheA  tb 
a  mafndgi?  with  a  Woman  against  her  consent.  He  aaid  it 
'w^s  ih'  uAion  carried  on  by  corruption  and  bribery  within 
'dobrsj  by  force  and  violcrice  without:  that  thepromot^il^ 
bf  it  had  ftksely  betrayed  th'cir  trust,-  in  giving  up  theif  iti- 
depettdeirt  constitution,  and  fee  would  leave  it  to  the  jtrdg- 
mfentof^he  hbuse,'to  considei^  Whether  6r  no  ine'fl  <>f  Mich 
prihciples  were  fit  to  b*  admitted  into  their  boui5e6^'reprt- 
sentatives.  He  observed  that  her  mjgesty,  by  the^cbrona- 
tiotl  oathi'  was  tibliged  to  maintain  the- church  xi^ 'fen^land 
as  by  law  established ;  and  likfcwisi  bound  by  th6  s^ihe  Oath 
^o  dcfebd  the  ^jrtsbyteriati  kirkof  fecoftlattd  in  otld  atid  the 
'samefeifijgdorfi.  -Now,  said he^  after  this 'litiion Is- ih'forde, 
nvlib  shall  atllMniaftiet"  this  oath  to 'her  majeSty  f  IMs  not  the 
busiAcss  of'iHt'lScotsJ  who  are  iricapable  of  it,  and  no  well- 
wishers  t(i*^t!ie  'dhui'ch  6f  England.  •  It  is  then  only  the  part 
of  the  b5shbpi''tO'  db"  it;  andean  it  be' supposed  A4t  those 
ret-erentf*  p^tfons  will,  or  tan  act  a  thing  s6  contrary  to 
their  owti  tfrd^r  awd  institution,  as  thus  to  promote'  tie  es- 
tablishment-oT  (he*  prfebyterlin  church  government  in  the 
Timited' ki^gdoni  ?  He  added,  that  the  church  of  Engfemd 
being  established  jure  dixibio^  and  the  Scots  pretetlditig 
that  the  kSrk  was  also  Jure  [i^inoy  he  could  not  teft  KoVv 
two  nations  that  clashed  ift  so*  essential  an  article  could 
unite':  he,  therefore,  thought  it  proper  to  consult  th^  con- 
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'  vocatioa  about  this  critical  point.  A  motion  was  made,  that 
the  first  article  of  the  treaty,  which  implies  a  peremptory 
agreement  to. an  incorporating  union,  should  be  postponed ; 
and  that  the  house  should  proceed  to  the  consideration  of 
the  terms  of  the  intended  union,  contained  in  the  other  arti- 
cles. This  proposal  being  rejected,  some*  tory  members 
quitted  the  house ;  and  all  the  articles  were  examined  and 
approved  without  further  opposition.  The  whigs  were  so 
eager  in  the  prosecution  of  this  point,  that  they  proceeded 
in  a  very  superficial  manner,  and  with  such  precipitation  as 
furnished  their  enemies  with  a  plausible  pretence  to'  affirm 
that  they  had  not  considered  the  treaty  with  the  coolness  and 
deliberation  which  an  affair  of  this  importance  requirt^d. 

^  XIIL  Before  the  lords  began  to  investigate  the  articles 
«f  the  union,  they,  at  the  instance  of  the  archbishop  of  Cnn^ 
terfoury,  brought  in  a  bill  for  the  security  of  the  church  of 
England,  to  be  inserted  as  a  fundamental  and  essential  part 
of  that  treaty.  It  passed  through  both  houses  without  op- 
position, and  received  the  royal  assent.  On  the  fifteenth 
day  of  February,  the  debates  concerning  the  union  began 
in  the  house  of  lords,  the  queen  being  present,  and  the  bish- 
op of  Sarum  chairman  of  the  committee.  The  earls  of 
Rochester,  Anglesey,  and  Nottingham,  argued  against  the 
union,  as  did  the  bishop  of  Bath  and  Wells.  Lord  Haver- 
sham,  in  a  premeditated  harangue,  said  the  question  was, 
whether  two  nations  independent  in  their  sovereignties,  that 
had  their  distinct  laws  and  interests,  their  different  forms 
of  worship,  church  government,  and  order,  should  be  united 
into  one  kingdom  ?  He  supposed  it  an  union  made  up  of 
so  many  mismatched  pieces,  of  such  jarring,  incongruous 
ingredients,  that  should  it  ever  take  effect,  it  would  carry 
the  necessary  consequences  of  a  standing  power  and  force, 
to  keep  them  from  falling  asunder  and  breaking  in  pieces 
every  moment.  He  repeated  what  had  been  said  by  lord 
Bacon,  that  an  unity  pieced  up  by  direct  admission  of  con- 
trarieties in  the  fundamental  points  of  it,  is  like  the  toes  of 
Nebucbadnezzar^s  image,  which  were  made  of  iron  ahd 
clay,  they  may  cleave  together,  Uut  would  never  incorporate.^ 
He  dissented  from  the  union  for  the  sake  of  the  good  old 
English  constitution,  -in  which  he  dreaded  some  alteration 
from  the  additional  weight  of  sixtj'-one  Scottish  memberj, 
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and  these  two  returned  by  a  Scottish  privy  council.  He 
took  notice,  that  above  one  hundred  Scottish  peers,  and  as 
naay  commoners,  were  excluded  from  sitting  and  voting  ih 
parliament,  though  they  had  as  much  right  of  inheritance  to 
sit  there,  as  any  English  peer  had  of  sitting  in  the  parfia- 
roent  of  England.  He  expressed  his  apprehensioti  of  this 
precedent :  and  asked  what  security  any  peer  of  England 
had  for  his  right  and  privilege  of  peerage,  which  those  lords 
had  not.  He  said,  if  the  bishops  Would  weaken  their  own 
cause,  so  far  as  to  give  up  the  two  great  points  of  episcopal 
ordination  and  confirmation  ;  if  they  would  approve  and  ra- 
tify the  act  for  securing  the  presbytcfrian  church  government 
in  Scotland,  as  the  true  protestant  religion  and  purity  of 
worship ;  they  must  give  up  that  which  had  been  contended 
for  between  them  and  the  presbyterians  for  thirty  years, 
and  been  defended  by  the  greatest  and  most  learned  men  in 
the  church  of  England.  He  objected  to  the  exempting  ar- 
ticles, by  which  heritable  offices  and  superiorities  were  re* 
served.  He  affirmed  that  the  union  was  contrary  to  the 
sense  of  the  Scottish  nation  :  that  the  tnurmurs  of  the  peo- 
ple had  been  so  loud  as  to  fill  the  whole  kingdom ;  and  so 
bold  as  to  reach  even  to  the  doors  of  the  parliament ;  that 
the  parliament  itself  had  suspended  their  beloved  clause  in 
the  act  of  security  for  arming  the  people :  that  the  govern*- 
xnent  had  issued  a  proclamation  pardoning  all  slaughter, 
bloodshed,  and  maiming  committed  upon  those  who  should 
be  found  in  tumults.  From  these  circumstances  he  concluded, 
that  the  Scottish  natibn  was  averse  to  an  incorporating 
nnion,  which  he  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  most  dangerous 
experiments  to  both  nations.  Lords  North  and  Grey  com- 
plained of  the  small  and  unequal  proportion  of  the  land  tsix 
imposed  upon  Scodand.  The  earl  of  Nottingham  said  it 
was  highly  unreasonable  that  the  Scots,  who  were  by  the 
treaty  let  into  all  the  branches  of  the  English  trade,  and  paid 
so  little  towards  the  expense  of  the  government,  should 
nioreover  have  such  a  round  sum  by  way  of  equivalent. 
The  same  topics  Were  insisted  upon  by  the  lords  North  and 
Grey,  Guernsey,  Granville;  Suwell,  and  Abingdon.  The 
carl  of  Nottingham,' after  having  opposed  evefy  article  se- 
parately, concluded  with  words  to  this  effect :  "  As  sir 
•*  John  JVTaynard  said  to  the  late  king  at  the  VevolutSbn, 


^  that  Iu(viiig  buried  all  his  contemporaries  in  Westminster 
^'  hail,  he  was  afraid,  if  his  majesty  had  not  come  in  that 
^^  very  juncture  pf  time,  he  might  have  likewise  outlived 
^  the  very  laws ;  so,  if  this  union  do  pass,  as  I  have  no 
^  reason  ip  doi^bt  but  it  will,  I  may  justly  affirm  I  have 
^  outlived  all  the  laws,  and  the  very  constitution  of  Eng« 
^  land :  I,  therefore,  pray  to  God  to  avert  the  dire  effects 
^  wh|ch  no^y  probably  ensu^  from  such  an  incorporating 
"  union." 

$  XIV.  l^iese  arguments  an4  objectiqns  were  answered 
by  the  lord  treasurer  Godolpbin,  the  earls  of  Sunderland 
^nd  Wharton,  the  lords  Townshend,  Halifax,  and  Somers, 
ibe  bi^l^ps  of  Oxford,  Norwict),  and  Sarum.  They  ob^ 
f^rved,  ^t  such  an  ipiportant  measure  could  not  be  effected 
irithout  aom^  inconveniepcies  :  but  that  these  ought  to  be 
borne,  in  copsideratipn  of  the  greatness  of  the  advantage : 
that  the  chief  danglers  to  which  the  church  was  exposed 
[urose  (rojn  France  and  popery  •  ^Pd  this  union  would  effec* 
lually  secure  it  against  the^  evils :  tl^at  Scotland  lay  on  the 
weal^est  sidp  of  England,  which  cpuld  pot  be  defended  but 
by  an  expensive  arpiy.  Should  a  war  break  out  between 
the  two  nations,  and  Scotland  be  conquered,  yet  even  ii^ 
that  case  it  would  be  necessary  to  keep  it  under  With  a 
standing  army,  which  any  epterprising  prince  might  n^d^^ 
for  h^  ambitious  purposes,  smd  j.oining  with  the  Scots, 
enslave  his  English  dominion :  that  any  union  after  a  con* 
quest  woi^ld  be  compulsive,  consequen^y  of  short  duration^ 
whereas  now  it  was  voluntary  it  would  be  lasting :  that  with 
xegard  to  ecclesiastical  affairs,  all  heats  and  animositiea 
might  be  allayed  by  soft  ,at}d  gjentle  management.  The 
cantons  of  Switj^erland,  though  they  professed  different  re- 
ligions, were  yet  united  in  ouje  general  body ;  and  the  diet 
of  Germany  was  composed  of  princes  ^nd  states,  among 
whom  three  different  pcr^uasipns  prevailed ;  so  that  two 
sorta  of  discipline  migjbt  very  well  subsist  under  one  legist 
lature.  If  d\ere  was  any  d^gef  on  either  side,  it  threat^ 
fi^pd  the  Scots  muc^  more  tli^  the  English,  as  five 
hundred  and  thirteen  members  could  certainly  be  too  har^ 
for  forty-five ;  and  in  the  house  of  lords,  six-and-twenty 
Jkishops  would  always  preponderate  against  sixteen  peers 
from  Scotland.     Notwithstanding  all  the  opposition  made 
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by  the  lords  of  the  tory  interest,  every  article  wss  approved 
by  a  great  majority,  though  not  without  a  good  number  of 
protestations;  and  a. bill  of  ratification  was  prepared  in  the 
lower  house  by  sir  Simon  Harcourt,  the  solicitor  general, 
in  such  an  artful  manner  as  to  prevent  all  debates.*^  All 
the  articles  as  they  passed  in  Scotland,  were  recited 
by  way  of  preamble,  together  with  the  acts  made  in  both 
parlianvents  for  the  security  of  the  several  churches  ;  and 
in  conclusion  there  was  one  clause,  by  which  the  whole 
was  ratified  and  enacted  into  a  law.  By  this  contrivance,  - 
those' who  were  desirous  of  starting  new  difficulties  found 
themselves  disabled  from  pursuing  their  design.  They 
could  not  object  to  the  recital,  which  was  barely  matter 
-of  fact;  and  they  had  not  strength  sufficient  to  oppose 
the  general  enacting  clause.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
whigs  promoted  it  with  such  zeal  that  it  passed  by  a 
majority  of  one  hundred  and  fourteen,  before  the  others 
had  recollected  themselves  from  the  surprise  which  the 
structure  of  the  bill  had  occasioned.  It  made  its  waj 
through  the  house  of  lords  with  equal  despatch ;  and,  when 
it  received  the  ro3^l  sanction,  the  queen  expressed  the 
utmost  satisfaction.  She  said  she  did  not  doubt  but  it 
would  be  remembered  and  spoke  of  hereafter,  to  the  honour 
of  those  who  had  been  instrumental  in  bringing  it  to  such  a 
happy  conclusion.  She  desired  that  her  subjects  of  both 
kingdoms  should  from  henceforward  behave  with  all  possi- 
ble respect  and  kindness  towards  one  another,  that  so  it 
might  appear  to  all  the  world  they  had  hearts  disposed  to 
become  one  people. 

$  XV.  As  the  act  of  union  did  not  take  place  till  the 
first  of  May,*  a  great  number  of  traders  in  both  kingdoms 
resolved  to  make  advantage  of  this  interval.  The  English 
proposed  to  export  into  Scotland  such  commodities  as  en^ 
titled  them  to  drawback,  with  a  view  to  bring  them  back 
after  the  first  of  May.  The  Scots,  on  the  other  hand,  as 
their  duties  were  much  lower  than  those  in  England,  in- 
tended^ to  import  great  quantities  pf  wine,  brandy,  and  other 
merchandise,  which  they  could  sell  at  a  greater  advantage 
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in  England  ntttt  the  imion,  when  there  would  be  a  free, 
intercourse  between  the  two  nations.  Some  of  the  ministers 
had  embarked  in  this  fraudulent  design^  which  alarmed  the 
merchants  of  England  to  such  a  degree/  that  they  presented 
a  remonstrance  to  the  commons.  Resdlutions  were  imme- 
diately taken  in  the  house  against  thesilT' practices,  and  a  bill 
was  prepared ;  but  the  lords  apprehending  that  it  in  some 
measure  infringed  the  articles  of  the  union,  and  that  it  might 
give  umbrage  to  the  Scottish  nation,  it  was  dropped.  The 
frauds  had  been  in  a  good  measure  prevented  by  the  pre- 
vious resolutions  of  the  house  ^  and  the  first  of  May  was 
now  at  hand  :  so  that  the  bill  was  thought  unnecessary.  Oil 
the  twenty-fourth  day  of  April  the  queen  prorogued  the 
parliament,  after  having  given  them  to  understand,  thht  she 
would  continue  by  proclamation  the  lords  and  commons 
already  assembled,  as  members  in  the  fin^it  British  parlia- 
ment on  the  part  of  England,  pursuant  to  the  powers  vested 
in  her  by  the  acts  of  parliament  of  both  kingdoms,  ratifying 
die  trtaty  of  union.  The'^arliament  was  accordingly  re- 
vived by  proclamation,  and  another  issued  to  convoke  the 
€rst  parliament  of  Great  Britain  for  the  twenty-third  day 
of  October.  The  Scots  repaired  to  London,  whett  they 
w«re  well  received  by  the  queen,  who  bestowed  the  title  of 
diike  on  the  earls  of  Roxburgh  and  Montrose.  She  like- 
wise granted  a  commission  for  a  new  privy  council  in  that 
kingdom,  to  be  in  force  till  the  next  session  of  parliament, 
that  the  nation  might  not  be  disgusted  by  too  sudden  an 
alteration  of  outward  appearances.  The  first  of  May  was 
appointed  as  a  day  of  public  thanksgiving;  and  congratu- 
latory addresses  were  sent  up  from  all  parts  of  England ; 
but  the  university  of  Oxford  prepared  no  compliment;  and 
the  Scots  were  wholly  silent  on  this  occasion. 

$  XVI.  In  the  course  of  this  session  the  commons,  in 
an  address  to  the  queen,  desired  she  would  resettle  the 
islands  of  St.  Christophers  and  Nevis  in  the  West  Indies, 
which  had  been  ravaged  by  the  enemy.  They  likewise  re- 
solved, that  an  humble  address  should  be  presented  to  her 
majesty,  praying,  she  would  concert  measures  for  suppres- 
sing a  body  of  pirates  who  had  made  a  settlement  on  the 
island  of  Madagascar,  as  also  for  recovering  and  preserving 
the  ancient  possession,  trade^  and  fishery  in  Newfoundland. 
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The  French  refugees  likewise  delivered  a  remonstrance  to. 
the  queen,  recapitulating  the  benefits  which  the  persecuted 
protestants  in  France  had  reaped  from  the   assistiMice  of 
her  royal  progenitors,  acknowledging  their  own  happiness 
in  living  under  hqis  gentle   government,  among  a  people 
by  whom  they  hadbeen  so  kindly  entertsUned  when  driven 
from  their  native   country ;   and  imploring  her  majesty's 
interposition  and  good  offices  in  favour  of  their  distressed 
and  persecuted  brethren  abroad.     She  graciously  received 
this  address,  declaring,  she   had  always  great  compassion 
for  the  unhappy  circumstances  of  the  protestants  in  France : 
that  she  would  communicate  her  thoughts  on  this  subject 
to  her  allies ;    and  she  expressed  her  hope  that  such  mea- 
sures might  be  taken  as  should  effectually  answer  the  intent 
of  their  petition.     In   the  month  of  May  she  granted  an 
audience  to  an  ambassador  extraordinary  from  the  czar  of 
Muscovy,  who  delivered  a  letter  from  his  master,  containing 
complaints  of  king  Augustus,  who  had  maltreated  the  Rua« 
sian  troops  sent  to  his  assistance,  concluded  a  dishoaourabi^ 
peace  with  Charles  king  of  Sweden,  without  the  knowledge 
of  his  allies,  and  surrendered  count  Patkul,  the  Muscovite 
minister,  as  a  deserter,  to  the  Swedish  monarch,  contrary 
to  the  law  of  nations,  and  even  to  the  practice  of  barbarians. 
He,  therefore,  desired  her  Britannic  majesty  would  use  her 
good  offices  for  the  enlargement  of  the  count,  and  the  other 
Russian  prisoners  detained   at  Stockholm ;   and  that  she 
would  take  into  her  protection  the  remains  of  the  Russian 
auxiliaries  upon  the  Rhine,  that  they  might  either  enter  into 
the  service  of  the  allies,  or  be  at  liberty  to  return  in  safety 
to  their  own  country.    The  queen  actually  interposed  in  be- 
half of  Patkul  s  but  her  intercession  proved  ineffectual,  and 
that  unhappy  minister  was  put  to  death  with  all  the  circum- 
stances of  wanton  barbarity*     As  many  severe  and  sarcas- 
tic writings  had  lately  appeared,  in  which  the  whigs  and 
ministry  were  reviled,  and  reflections  hinted  to  the  pr^udice 
of  the  queen's  person,  the  government  resolved  to   make 
examples  of  the  authors  and  publishers  of  these  licentioua 
productions.     Dr.  Joseph  Browne  was  twice  pilloried  for  a 
copy  of  verses,  entitled,  "  The  Country  Parson's  Advice 
"  to  the  Lord  Keeper,"  and  a  letter  which   he   afterwards 
wrote  to  Mr.  Secretary  Harley.     William  Stephens,  rector 


•if  Sattcm  in  Surrey,  imderwent  the  same  sentence,  as  author 
of  a  pamphlet,  called,  ^^  A  letter  to  the  Auihor  of  thje  Me* 
^  morial  of  the  Church  of  England.'''  Edward  Ward  was 
fined  and  set  in  the  pillory,  for  having  written  a  burlesque 
poem  on  the  times,  under  the  title  of  ^*'  Hudtbras  Redivi- 
^  vus ;''  and  the  same  punishment  was  inflicted  upon  Wil- 
liam Pittes,  author  of  a  performance,  etititled,  ^^  The  Case 
^  of  the  Church  of  England's  Memorial  fairly  stated." 

§  XV IL  The  lower  house  of  convocation  still  continued 
to  wrangle  with  their  superiors ;  and  though  they  joined  the 
upper  house  in  a  congratulator}'  address  to  the  queen  on 
the  success  of  her  arms,  they  resolved  to  make  applica- 
tion to  the  commons  against  the  union.  The  queen  being 
apprised  of  their  design,  desired  the  archbishop  to  prorogue 
them  for  three  weeks,  before  the  expiration  of  which  the 
act  of  union  had  passed  in  parliament*  The  lower  house 
delivered  a  representation  to  the  bishops,  in  which  they 
alfirmed,  no  such  prorogation  had  ever  been  ordered  during 
the  session  of  parliament.  The  bishops  found  in  their  re« 
oords«seven  or  eight  precedents  of  such  prorogations,  and 
above  thirty  instances  of  the  convocation  having  sat  some- 
times before,  and  sometimes  after  a  session  of  parliament ; 
nay,  sometimes  even  when  die  parliament  was  dissolved. 
The  queen,  informed  of  these  proceedings,  wrote  a  letter 
to  the  archbishop,  intimating,  that  she  looked  upon  the 
lower  house  as  guilty  of  an  invasion  of  her  royal  supre- 
macy ;  and  that  if  any  thing  of  the  same  nature  should  be 
attempted  for  the  future,  she -would  use  such  means  for 
punbhing  ofienders  as  the  law  warranted.  The  prolocutor 
absenting  himself  from  the  convocation,  the  archbishop  pro- 
noonced  sentence  of  contumacy  against  him.  The  lower 
house,  in  a  protestation,  declared  this  sentence  unlawful 
and  altogether  null.  Nevertheless,  the  prolocutor  made  a 
full  submission,  with  which  the  archbishop  was  satisfied, 
and  the  sentence  was  repealed.  About  this  period  the  earl 
of  Sunderland  was  appointed  one  of  the  secretaries  of  state, 
in  the  room  of  sir  Charles  Hedges.  This  change  was  not 
effected  without  great  opposition  from  Harley,  who  was  in 
his  faeiirt  an  enemy  to  the  duke  of  Marlborough,  and  all 
his  adherents;  and  had  alre^y,  by  bts  secret  intrigues. 
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made  considerabk  progress  in  a  scheme  for.  s^[H:P9^i|g 
the  influence  of  the  dutchess. 

$  XVni.  The  French  king  at  this  juncture  seeaip4:to 
be  entirely  abandoned  by  his  former  good  fortune.  Uis 
had  sustained  such  a  number  of  successive  defeats  as  had 
drained  his  kingdom  of  people,  and  his  treasury  was  almost 
exhausted.  He  endeavoured  to  support  the  credit  of  his 
government  by  issuing  mint  bills,  in  imitation  of  the  bank 
notes  of  £ngladd ;  but,  notwithstanding  all  his  precautions, 
they  passed  at  a  discount^ of  three-and-fifty  per  cent.  The 
lands-  lay  uncultivated ;  -the  manufactures  could  be  no  longer 
carried  on^  and  the  subjects  perished  with  famine*  The 
allies,  OB  the  other  hand,  seemed  to  prosper  in  every  qMar* 
ter.  They  had  become,  masters  of  the  greatest  part  of  th|^ 
Netherlands,  in  consequence  of  the  victory  at  Raoiillies; 
the  army  of  king  Charles  was  considerably  reinforced ;,  a 
scheme  was  formed  for  the  conquest  of  Toulon,  by  the 
troops  of  the  emperor  and  the  duke  of  Savoy,  supplied  with 
a  large  sum  of  money  by  queen  Anne>  and  assisted  by  the 
coiQbined  fleets  of  £ngland  and  Holland,  .upder  the  com- 
mand of  sir  Cloudesley  Shovel.  In  a  word,  France  seem- 
ed to  be  reduced  to  the  verge  of  destruction,  from  which 
nothing  in  all  probability  could  have  saved  her  but  the  jeal- 
ousy and  misconduct  of  the  confederates.  Lewis,  by  virtue 
of  his  capitulation  with  the  emperor  in  Italj',  was  enabled  tQ 
send  such  reinforcements  into  Spain,  as  turned  the  fortune 
of  the  war  in  that  country ;  while  the  distractions  in  the  coun- 
cil of  king  Charles  prevented  thai  unanimity  atid  concur- 
rence, without  which  no  succe.ss  can  be  expected.  The 
earl  of  Peterborough  declared  against  an  offensive  war,  on 
account  of  thp  difficulty  of  flndiug  subsistence . in  Castile; 
and  advised  Charles  to  trust  tp  the  expedition  against 
Toulon.  This  opinion  he  ^ent  from  Italy^  to  which  he 
had  withdrawn. 

$  XIX.  Charles  however,  wa«s  persuaded  \o  penetrate 
once  more  to.Madricl,  and  give  battle  to  the  enemy  wher- 
ever they  shovitld  appear.  On  the  thirteenth  day  of  March' 
the  army  was  assembled  af  Caudela,^^o  the  number  of  six- 
teen thous«md  men  :  under  the  auspices  i^f  the  marquis  das 
Minas,  to  whom  the  earl  of,  Gal\f^y  wa%  second  in  com- 
mand.    They  marched  towards  Yecla,  and  undertook  the 
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siege  6{  Vikte;  but,  bmvihg  received  int^igtiice  tKm(  the 
duke  of  Berwick  was  io  tlie  ndigbbourhood,  they  advimced 
on  the  fourteenth  day  of  April  in  four  columoa  towards  the 
town  of  Alnumia,  n^here  the.  enemy  were  drawn  up  in  order* 
of  battle,  their  number  being  considerably  superior  to  that 
of  the.  confederates.  The  battle  began  about  iwo  in  the 
afternoon,  and  the  whole  front  of  each  army, was  fully  en- 
gaged. The  £nglish  and  Dutch  squadrons  on  the  left^  sus- 
"tained  by  the  PortQguese  horse  of  the  second  line,  were 
overpowered  aft^r  a  gallant  resistance*  The  centre,  con- 
sisting chiefly  of  battalions  from  Great  Britain  and  Holland, 
obliged  the  enemy  to  give  way,  and  drove  their  first  upo0 
their  second  line :  but  the  Portuguese  cavalry  on  the  right 
being  broken  at  their  first  pharge,  their  foot  betook  them- 
selves to  flight ;  so  that  the  English  and  Dutch  troops  being 
left  naked  on^e  flanks,  were  surrounded  and  attacked  on 
every  side.  In  this  dreadful  emergency  they  formed  them- 
selves into  a  square,  and  retired  from  the  field  of  batde. 
By  this  time  the  men  were  quite  spent  with  fatigue,  and  all 
their  ammunition  exhausted :  they  were  ignorant  of  the  coun- 
try,  abandoned  by  their  horse,  destitute  of  provision,  and  cut 
off  from  all  hope  of  supply.  Moved  by  these  dismal  con- 
siderations they  capitulated,  and  surrendered  themselves 
prisoners  of  wi^*,  to  the  amount  of  thirteen  battalions.  The 
Portuguese,  and  part  of  the  English  horse,  with  the  infan- 
try that  guarded  the  baggage,  retreated  to  Alcira,  where 
they  were  joined  by  the  earl  of  Galway,  with  about  five- 
snd*twenty  hundred  dragoons  which  he  had  brought  from 
die  field  of  battle.  About  three  thousand  meH  of  the  allied 
snny  were  killed  upon  the  spot,  and  among  that  number 
brig^ier  Killigrew,  with  many  officers  of  distinction.  The 
9xrl  of  Galway,  who  charged  in  person  at  the  head  of  Guis- 
csrd's  dragoons,  received  two  deep  cuts  in  the  face.  The 
piarquis  das  Minas  was  run  through  the  arm,  and  saw 
his  concubine,  who  fought  in  the  habit  of  an  Amazon, 
killed  by  his  side :  The  lords  Tymwley,  Mark  Ker,  and 
colonel  Clayton,  were  wounded :  all  their  artillery,  together 
with  a  hundred  and  twenty  colburs  and  standards,  and 
about  ten  thousand  men,  were  taken ;  so  that  no  victory 
eould  be  more  complete :  yet  it  was  not  purchased  without 
the  loss  of  two  thousand  m^n  slain  in  the  action,  including 
Vol- It  £  . 
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^me  €fAMf%  of  emiomce.  1%6  duke  of  B^rwidc^  wha 
eonMifiaiMlefl  th«  troops  of  king  PUUp,  acquiied  a  greaft 
Mditioii  oi  feme  bjr  his  condtttt  and  behavkmr  before  and 
during  th<  engagemeat ;  'bat  hie  audiorky-  waa  superseded 
l^y  the  duke  pf  Orleans,  who  arrived  in  the  army,  imaftedi-* 
aiely  after  the  batde^  This  prince  seeniod  to  entertain 
some  private  views  of  his  own ;  fyw  he  look  to  effectual 
8tep  to  improve  the  victory.  He  began  a  private  negotiih 
tion  ^4th  the  earl  of  Galway,  during  which  the  two  sofmcB 
hiy  inactive  on  the  banks  of  the  Cinca;  and  he  eondndedr 
the  campaign  with  the  Mege  of  Lerida,  which  was  sunren*' 
dered  by  capitulation  on  the  second  day  of  November:  then 
the  troops  on  both  sides  went  into  winter  quiarters.  The 
earl  of  Gal  way  and  the  marquis  das  Minas  embarked  at 
]M^c€lonia  for  Lisbon,  and  general  Carpenter  remained 
commander  of  the  English  forces  quartered  in  Catalonia^ 
which  was  now  the  only  part  of  Spain  that  remained  to  kimgf 
Charles. 

$.  XX.  The  attempt  upon  Toulon  by  the  duke  of  Sa^- 
voy  and  prince  Eugene  might  have  succeeded,  if  the  em«  ^ 
peror,  notwithstaoding  the  repeated  remonstrances  of  the 
maritime  powers,  had  not  divided  his  army  in  Italy,  by 
ddtacbing'  a  considerable  body  through  the  ecclesiastical 
state  towards  Naples,  of  which  he  took  possession  without 
^ny  difficulty.  Besides,  ten  thousand  recruiu  destined  for 
d^e  Imperial  forces  in  Italy  were  detained  in  Germany i 
from  apprtfhension  of  the  king  of  Sweden,  who  remained 
'  m  Saicooy,  and  seestied  to  be  upon  very  indifferent  terms 
with  the  emperor.  With  the  assistance  of  the  Elng^ish  and 
Dutch  fleets,  the  duke  of  Savoy  and  prince  Eugene  passed 
the  Var^  on  the  eleventh  day  of  July,  at  the  head  of  ass 
army  of  thirty  thousand  men,  and  marched  directly  towards 
Toulon^  whither  the  artillery  and  ammunition  were  conveyed 

c  This  pa  t  ge  was  cffisctcd  to  the  astf  n^hmcnt  of  the  French>  who  (bought 
ttko  woHi*  ikcy  UmI  rtisad  on  that  rirer  wcr^s  iin^re^iable.  I'tie  hoiinur  lit'  tha 
enterurise  ^as  k\  a  great  in^amrc  owing  to  the  gallantry  of  sir  John  Norrii  «Bd 
(he  Kng^lish  seftmcn.  That  hravc  dfHcef,  em bfi Hthig  lii  boats  with  six  htindrftjf 
8|iiloni  and  maiines,  cvtcri'd  thf  rivei\  and  were  rowed  within  rau«k«t  Uiot  of  Ihm 
enemy's  works,  >*hci'e  tJify  made  suet  a  vigorous  and  unexpected  attack,  that  tli* 
Vrencli  were  imii)«liately  driven  from  part  of  their  intrenchinents  :  then  tkr 
"  John  landed  with  hii^  in/tn,  ciamherefl  over  the  works,  that  were  deemed  inaeeea- 
^le,amf  att;u<4(ing  the  dofeiVdauts  8Word  in  hand,  conipetlcd  them  lofty  with  the 
«t»iast  i»rr ci]iiiation.  'i' his ^letacbtnciA wns  sustaineil  by  sir Cloudeslty  Sliovd  in 
mrsoiv    Xlie  duke  of  Sa\oy,  taking  advantage  of  the  ciu;m>';}  coustcrniitioii. 
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CNH  board  of  ibe  coaibiscd  squadroliiu     The  French  king 
waa  txxrtmidf  alarmed  at  this  attempt,  b»  five  thouafand 
pieces  of  camion,  vast  magazines,  and  the  beat  part  of  hts 
fleet,  were  in  the  harbour  of  Touloo,  and  ran  the  greatest 
risk  of  being  entirely  taken  or  destroyed.      The  whole 
kingdom  of  France  was  filled  with  consternation,  trhen  they 
found  their  enenuea  were  in  the  bosom  of  their  country* 
The  monarch  resolved  to  leave  n6  stone  unturned  for  the 
relief  of  the  pkoe,  and  his  subjects  exerted  thenuielves  in 
a  voy  extraordinary  nuinner  fo1^  its  preservation.     The 
nobility  of  the  adjacent  provinces  armed  their  servants  and 
temints,  at  the  head  of  whom  they  marched  ihto  the  cityi 
they  coined  th^r  plate,  and  pawned  their  jewels  for  money 
to  pay  the  workmen  employed  upon  the  fortifications;  and 
each  industry  Was  used,  that  in  a  few  days  the  town  and 
harbour,  which  had  been  greatly  neglected,  were  put  in  a 
good  posture  of  defence*     The  allies  took  possession  of' 
the  eminences  diat  commanded  the  city,  and  the  ordnance 
being  landed,  erected  batteries.     From  these  they  began 
to  cannonade  tad  bombard  the  city,  while  the  fleet  attacked, 
and  reduced  two  forts  at  the  entrance  of  the  m6le,  and 
cooperated  in  the  siege  with  their  great  guns  and  bomb- 
ketches.     The  garrison  Was  numerous,  and  defended  the 
place  with  great  vigour.     They  sunk  ships  in  4ie  entrance 
to  the  mole :  they  kept  up  a  prodigious  fire  from  iht  ram* ' 
parts :  they  made  desperate  sallies,  and  even  drove  the 
besiegers  from  one  of  their  posts  with  great  slaughter     The 
French  king,  alarmed  at  this  design  of  his  enemi^d,  <rtd<:red 
tioops  to  march  towards  Toulon  from  all  parts  of  his  do- 
minions.    He  countermanded  die  forces  that  were  oti  their 
route  to  improve  die  victory  of  Almanza :  a  g^eat  part  6( 
the  army  under  ViUars  on  the  Rhine  was  dctadied  to  Pro* 
vence,  and  the  court  of  Versailles  declared,  that  the  duke 
of  Burgundy  should  march  at  the  head  of  a  strong  army 
to  the  relief  of  Toulon.     The  duke  of  Savoy  being  ap- 
prised of  these  preparations,  seeing  no  hope  ^f  reducing 
the  place,  and  being  apprehensive  that  his  passage  would 
be  intercepted,  resolved  to  abandon  his  enterprise.     The 
artillery  being  reembarked  with  the  sick  and  wounded,  he 
decamped  in  the  night,*  under  favour  of  a  terrible  bombard- 
ment and  cannonading  from  the  English  fleet,  and  retreated 
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to  his  own  country  without  niolestation/  Then  he  under- 
took the.  reduction  of  Suza,  the  garrison  of  which  sumen- 
dered  at  discretion.  By  this  conquest  he  not  only  secured 
the  key  to  his  own  dominions,  but  also  opened  to  himself 
a  free  passage  into  Dauphtne. '  ^ 

§  XXL  Sir  Cloudesley  Shovel  having  left  a- squadron 
with  sir  Thomas  Dilkes  for  the  Mediterranean  service,  set 
sail  for  England  with  the  rest  of  the  fleet,  and  was  in 
soundings  on  tbe  twenty-second  day  of  October.  About 
eight  o'dtock  at  night  his  own  ship,  the  Association,  struck 
upoa  the  rocks  of  Scilly,  and  perished  with  every  person 
on  board.  This  was  likewise  the  fate  of  the  Eagle  and 
the  Romney:  the  Firebrand  was  dashed  in  pieces  on  the 
rocks  I  but  the  captain  and  four-^ind-twenty  men  saved 
th^mselve^  in  the  boat:  the  Phenix  was  driven  on  shore  s. 
the  Royal  Anne  was  saved  by  the  presence  of  mind  and 
uncommon  dcfxtcrity  of  sir  George  Byng  and  his  officers : 
the  St.  George;  commanded  by  lord  Dursley,  struck  upoa 
the  rocks,  but  a  wave  set  her  afloat  again.  The  admind'a 
body,  being  cast  ashore,  was  stripped  and  buried  in  -the 
sand ;.  but  afterwards  discovered  and  brought  into  Ply- 
mouth, from  whence  it  was  conveyed  to  London,  and  in- 
terred in  Westminster  Abbey.  Sir  Cloudesley  Shovel  was 
born  of  mean  parentage  in  the  county  of  Suffolk;  but 
raised  himself  to  the  chief  command  at  sea,  by  his  indus-* 
try,  valour,  skill,  and  integrity.  On  the  Upper  Rhine  the 
allies  were  unprosperous.*  The  prince  of  Baden  was  dead, 
and  the  German  army  so  inconsiderable,  that  it  could  not 
defend  the  lines  of  Buhl  against  the  maresc^al  de  Villara, 
who  broke  through  this  ^ork,  esteemed  the  rampart  of 
Germany,  reduced  Rastadt,  defeated  a  body  of  horse,  laid 
thedutchy  of  Wirtemberg  under  contribution,  took  Stutgard 
and  Schondorf ;  and  rooted  three  thousand  Germans  in* 

d  H^  the  duke  of  Sayo^r  marched  with  expedition  from  the  Var,  he 
voald  bare  found  ToulOn  ^efoneeless ;  but  ha  Ungerad  in  sueh  a  manner  as  ghrea 
reason  to  believe  he  was  not  bciirt;|r  in  the  enteqirise ;  and  bis  operations  were 
retarded  by  a  difTerenee  between  him  and  his  kinsman  prinee  Eugene. 

.e  In  the  month  of  May  thwe  ships  of  the  iiue,  namely,  the  Hoyal  Oak»  oC 
seventy •«»  guns,  commanded  by  eommodore  baron  Wvlde;  the  Graflon,  of 
aeventy  guns,  captain  Edward  Acton ;  ami  the  Hampton  Ccmrt,  of  seventy  gona, 
faptam  &eor|;e  Clisments,  sailed  M  ponroy  to  the  West  India  and  Portugal  fleet 
of  merchant  ships,  amounting  to  five-and-fifty  sail.  They  fell  in  with  the  Dun* 
kirk  squadron,  M^psistine  of  ten  shtiw  of  war,  one  frigate,  and  four  privateers, 
under  the  command  of  m.  de  ir*orbin.  A  turious  actHm  immediately  ensued,  and 
-  ROtrHhstandiiig  the  vast  dispropartfonio  ^loSiit  of  number,  waa  nuuAlsuied  by  the 
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trencked  at  Lorch,  under  die  command  of  general  Janus^ 
who  was '  made  prisoner.  In  all  probability,  this  active 
officer  would  have  asade  great  progress  towards  the  resto* 
ration  of  the  elector  of  Bavaria,  bad  not  he  been  obliged 
to  stop  in  the  middle  of  his  career,  in  consequence  of  his 
army's  being  diminished  by  sending  off  deuchments  to 
Provence.  The  Imperial  artny  retired  towards  Hailbron^ 
and  the  command  of  it  was,  at  the  request  of  the  emperor 
and  allies,  assumed  J)y  the  elector  of  Hanover,  who  restored 
military  discipline,  and  acted  with  uncommon  pnidencis 
and  circumspection  r  but  he  had  not  force  sufficient  to 
undertake  any  enterprise  of  importance. 

$  XXII.  In  the  month  of  April,  the  duke  of  Marlbo- 
rough set  out  from  the  Hague  for  Leipstck  with  a  letter  from 
the  queen  to  Charles  XII.  of  Sweden,  whose  designs  were 
still  so  mysterious,  that  the  confederates  could  not  help 
being  alarmed  at  his  being  in  the  heart  of  Germany.  The 
duke  was  pitched  upon  as  the  most  propel:  ambassador,  to 
soothe  his  vanity  and  penetrate  into  hb  real  intention.^  He 

l^nf^lUli  enfmtnodore  with  g^rent  ganantry,  until  eaptatn  Acton  was  kHIeil,  eaptatn 
Gbmwnta  mortally  ▼oundra,  andthe  GraJftua  and  Hampton  Court  were  taken,  rf- 
ter  harmg  mnk  the  Satlsbniy,  at  that  time  in  the  hands  of  the  French  :  then  the 
eommodore,  haTing  eleven  feet  water  in  his  hold,  di8enf||a|ped  himself  from  the' 
enemy*  by  whom  he  had  been  turrounded,  and  ran  his  ship  a^;round  near  Dunge- 
nesw ;  hat  she  afterwards  floated,  and  he  brought  her  safe  into  the  Downs.  In 
the  mesn  time  the  French  frigate  and  private^  made  prize  of  twenty-one  £ng» 
Inh  merehant  ships  o(  ^reat  value,  which,  with  the  Cirafton  and  Hampton  Court, 
¥bi%in  eonveyed  in  triumph  to  Dunkirk.  In  JuW  the  same  aetivc  oflleer  took 
Maten  abipa  belonging  to  the  Kuatian  company,  on  the  eoast  of  Lafiland :  In  Sep-  ^ 
tember  he  joined  another  squadron  fitted  out  at  BvmH  under  the  command  of  thd ' 
•^Idvrated  M.  du  Gnai  Trouin,  and  these  attacked,  off  the  Lisard,  the  convoy  of 
the  Porbqcal  fleet,  consiatine  of  the  Cumberland,  captain  Richard  IMward^  of 
^flrhty  guns ;  the  Devonshire,  of  etghtv ;  the  Royal  Oak,  of  seventr-six  \  tlie 
Chester  and  Riiby»  of  fif^  sons  each.  Though  the  French  squadron  did  not  fidl 
short  of  twelve  sail  of  the  line,  the  English  captains  maintained  the  action  for 
nany  boors  wkh  saaprising  valour.  At  length  the  Devonshire  was  obliged  to 
yield  to  superior  numbers :  the  Cumberland  blew  up ;  the  Chester  and  Knby 
were  taken ;  the  Kcjyal  Oak  fought  her  way  through  the  mid»t  of  her  enemies^ 
^■d  ttrifed  sile  in  th«  harbour  of  Kinsale ;  and  the  Lisbon  fleet  saved  themselvea» 
hv  making  the  best  of  their  way  during  the  engagement  Since  the .  battle  on 
Malig»  ^e  French  king  had  never  dared  to  keep  the  sea  with  a  lurge  fleet,  but 


J  oo  a  kind  of  piratical  war  of  this  sort  in  order  to  distress  the  trade  of  Eng- 
land. He  was  the  more  encouraged  to  pursue  these  measui^es,  by  the  'con-espon- 
.sleliee  whieb  his  ministers  carried  on  with  some  wretches  belonging  to  the  admiral- 
ty, and  the  other  oflioers,  who  baseiv  betrayed  their  country  in  transmitting  to 
France  such  Intellisenee  eoncerning  the  convoys  appointed  for  the  protection  of 
eommeree,  as  enabfed  the  enemy  to  attAck  them  at  advanUgp.  In  the  course  of 
this  year  the  Freneh  fisberjr,  stages,  shins,  and  vessels  in  Newfoundland  were 
tahen,  btimed.aad  destroyed,  by  captain  John  Underdown,  of  the  Falkland. 

f  When  the  duke  arrived  in  his  eoach  at  the  quarters  of  count  Piper,  of 
whom  he  had  demanded  an  audience,  he  was  given  to  understand  that  the  count 
vat  huqr»  asd  €>b%ed  nf  wait  half  aahoMr  before  th«  Swedish  nuui^er  camb 


imand  l&iatfrtgitial  dteactcr,  tiot  mnpk,  but  ^rdid  in  kU 
•ppeanincr  and  oconomy,  sairage  in  his  deportmentt.  £ero^> 
cieiiSy  illiterate,  stubborn,  implacable^  and  reserved.  The 
Fagifiah  general  assailed  him  on  the  side  of  his  'vanitf ,  the 
miy  part  by  which  he  waa  accessible^  ^^  Sire,"  said  he^ 
^  I  present  to  your  majesty  a  letter,  not  from  the  chancery^ 
^  but  from  the  heart  of  the  queen  my  mistress,  and  written 
*^irith  her  own  hand*  Had  not  her  sex  prevented  her 
***  £mn  taking  so^long  a  journey,  she  woiUd  have  crossed 
*^  the  sea  to  see  a  prince  admired  by  the  wfacde  universe. 
^  1  esleem  myself  happy  in  having^  the  honour  of  assurmg 
*^yottr  majesty  of  my  regard;  and  I  should  think  it  a 
^  great  happiness,  if  my  affairs  would  allow  me,  to  learn 
^  nader  so  great  a  general  as  your  majesty,  what  I  want  to 
^  kvow  iu  the  art  of  war."  Charles  was  pleased  with  thia 
cvverstratned'compliment,  which  seems  to  have  been  cadcc^ 
Bated  for  a  raw,  unintelligent  barbarian,  unaequaioted  wid^ 
the  characters  of  mankinds  He  .professed  particular  vena* 
nliott  for  queen  Anne,  as  well  as  for  the  person  of  her 
ambassador,  and  declared  he  would  take  no  steps  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  grand  alliance.  Neverthekss,  the  sincerity 
of  this  declaration  has  been  questioned.  I'he  French 
court  is>  said  to  have  gained  over  bis  minister,  count  Piper, 
Co  their  interest.  Certain  it  is,  he  industriously  sought 
^occasion  lo  quarrel  with  the  emperor,  and  ^treated  hint 
(aith  great  insolence,  until  be  Subnaitted  to  all  his  de- 
mands. The  treaty  being  concluded  upon  the  terms  he 
4hpiight  proper  to  impose,  he  had  no  longer  the  least  sha- 
dow of  pretence  to  continue  his  disputes  with  the  court 
ct  Vienna :  and .  therefore  began  his  march  for  Po- 
land, which  was  by  this  time  overrun  by  the  czar  of 
Muscovy* 

^XXIIL   The  duke  of  Marlborough  rctumtng  froaa 

^  Saxooy,  assembled  the   allied   army  at   Anderlach    near 

Brussels,  about  the  middle  of  May ;  and,  understanding 

that  the  elector  of  Bavaria  and  the  duke  de  Vendome,  vfho 

coomianded  the  French  forces,  ha^  quitted  their  lines,  he 


damn  to  rehire  hiin.  When  be  apf>e»rcd  at  Im(,  the  duki  aUg^tcd  from  bis 
cMutk^  nut  on  hiB  hat,  paaaed  the  count  withuut  SMluting  liim^  aivn  vent  aside  U^ 
Ae  wall,  irberc  having  staid  wine  time,  he  ceturued,  and  acvoatcd  him  mliSx 
ibtt  iQpit  p4>lite  addrc  A 
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adfaneed  to  SoignicBY  lirith  m,  det%B  to  engage  ihem  iii  die 
plain  of  FleuTU8«  Bot  receiving  oevtain  inlelligefice,  ihatt 
the  tntmy  were  greatljr  superior  to  the  idliea  in  mMnber^  hf 
the^help  of  drafts  from  all  die  garrisonS)  he  retreated  lofraida 
Bruseels,  and  took  post  at  Mildert;  while  the  FroKla 
adTanoed  to  Gemblonrs.  Both  annieB  lay  hiactm  uadl 
the  enemy  sent  off  a  large  detachment  towards  Proineooe# 
Then  the  duke  of  Martborough  and  general  d*Auverq«eniQe 
resolved  to  attack  them  in  their  fortified  camp  at  (ieai-' 
bfonnu  But  they  retreated  with  such  celerity  from  one 
post  to  another^  that  the  confederates  could  not  totuo 
up  with  them  until  they  were  safely  encamped  with  die 
right  ist  Pont-a«Tresin,  and  their  (eft  under  the  cannon  of 
Liste,  covered  with  the  river  Schelde,  and  secured  by  In- 
trenchments*  The  allies  chose  their  camp  at  Helchin,  and 
foraged  under  the  cannon  of  Toumay,  within  a  leagoe  of 
the  enemy :  but  nothing  could  induce  them  to  hazard  an 
eagageount;  and  both  armies  went  into  winter  quarters  in 
the  latter  end  of  October.  The  duke  of  Marlborough  set 
out  for  Franckfort,  where  he  conferred  with  the  eledxirs 
of  Mentz,  Hanover,  and  Palatine,  about  the  operations  of 
the  nest  campaign:  then  he  returned  to  the  Hague,  and 
having  concerted  the  necesss^ry  measures  with  the  deputies 
of  the  atates  general,  embarked  for  England  the  beginnings 
of  November.  ' 

$  XXIV.  The  queen's  private  -favour  was  now  sWftcd 
So  a  new  object.  The  dutchess  of  Marlborough  was  sup« 
planted  by  Mrs.  Masham,  her  own  kinswoman,  whom  she 
had  rescued  from  indigence  and  obscurity.  This  favourUe 
succeeded  to  that  ascendency  over  the  mind  of  her  sove- 
reign which  die  dutchess  had  formerly  pos&essed.  She 
was  more  humble,  pliable^  and  obliging,  than  iier  £rst 
patroness,  who  had  played  the  tyrant,  and  thwarted  tiie  , 
qOieen  in  some  of  her  most  respected  maxims.  Her  ma- 
jesty's prepossession  in  favour  of  the  tories  and  high  chusvdh* 
■sen  was  no  longer  insolently  condemned,  and  violently 
opposed.  The  new  confidant  conformed  to  all  her  prej^iH 
dices,  and  encouraged  all  her  designs  with  assent  and 
a|»probation.  In  political  intrigues  she  acted  as  associate, 
^r  rather  auxiliary,  to  Mr.  secretary  Harley,  who  had 
insinuated  himself  into  the  queen^s  good  graces ;  *  and  de* 
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termined  to  sap  the  credit  of  the  duke  of  Marlhorough  and 
the  earl  of  Godolphin.  His  aim  was  to  unite  tl^  tory 
interest  under  his  own  auspices,  and  expel  the  whigs  from 
the  advantages  they  possessed  under  the  government*  His 
chief  coadjutor  in  this  scheme,  was  Henry  St.  John,  after* 
wards  lord  Bolingbroke,  a  man  ^f  warm  imagination  and 
elegant  taste,  penetrating,  eloquent,  ambitiousy  and  enter- 
prising, whose  talents  were  rather  specious  than  solid,  and 
whose  princi];de8  were  loose  and  fluctuating.  He  was  at 
first  contented  to  act  in  an  inferior  capacity,  'sobserviciit  -to 
the  designs  of  the  secretary :  but  when  he  understood  the 
full  extent  of  his  own  parts  and  influence,  he  was  fired  with 
^the  ambition  of  eclipsing  his  principal,. and  from  the  sphere 
of  his  minister  raised  himself  to  the  character  of  his  rival* 
These  politicians,  with  the  assistance  of  sir  Simon  Hfir- 
court,  a  colleague  of  uncommon  ability  and  credit,  exerted 
their  endeavours  to  rally  and  reconcile  the  disunited  tories, 
^vho  were  given  to  -  understand,  that  the  queen  could  no 
longer  bear  the  tyranny  of  the  whigs :  that  she  had  beeu 
always  a  friend  in  her  heart  to  the  tory  and  highchurch 
party :  and  that  she  would  now  exhibit  manifest  proof  of 
her  inclination.  She  accordingly  bestowed  the  bishopricks 
of  Chester  and  Exeter  upon  sir  William  Dawes  and  Dr. 
Blackall,  who,  though  otherwise  of  unblemished  characters^ 
had  openly  condemned  the  revolution. 

.  $  XXV.  The  people  in  general  began  to  be  sick  of  the  whig 
ministiy,  whom  they  had  formerly  caressed.  To  them^they 
imputed  the  burdens  under  which  they  groaned  ;  biffdens 
which  they  had  hitherto  been  animated  to  bedr  by  the  pomp  of 
triumph  and  uninterrupted  success.  At  present  they  were  dis* 
couraged  by  the  battle  of  Almanza,  the  miscarriage  of  the  ex^^ 
pedition  against  Toulon,  the  loss  of  sir  Cloujdesley  Shovel,  and 
the  fate  of  four  ships  of  the  line,  destroyed  or  taken  by  a  squa- 
dron under  the  command  of  messieurs  Forbin.and  du  GnXai 
Trouin,  two  of  the  most  enterprising  sea  officers  in  the 
Prench  service.  No  new  advantage  had  been  obtained  ia 
the  Netherlands:  France,  instead  of  sinking  under  the 
we^ht  of  the  confederacy,  seemed  to  rise  with  fresh  vigour 
from  every  overthrow  ;  the  English  traders  had  lately  8us» 
taincd  repeated  losses  for  want  of  proper  convoys  rthe  coin 
of  the  nation  was  visibly  diminished;  and  the  public  credit  i 
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kegin  to  dediae.     The  tones  did  not  fail  to  iomikate  zmA 
exaggerate  diese  causes  of  discontent,  and  the  ministry  were 
too  remiaa  in  taking  proper  steps  for  the  satisfaction  of  the 
na^oB.    Iiistead  of  soothing  by  gentle  measures,  and  equal 
administration,  the  Scots,  who  had  expressed  such  aversioa 
to  the  umoii,  they  treated  them  in  such  a  manner,  as  served 
to  ezaspemte  the  spirits  of  that  people.     A  stop  was  put  cq 
their  whole  commerce  for  two  mondis  before  it  was  divert* 
ed  into  the  new  channel.    Three  months  elapsed  before  the 
equivalent  was  remitted  to  ihat  kingdom,  and  it  was  after*  , 
wacds  applied  to  the  most  shameful  partiality*     Seizures  of 
wines,  and  other  merchandise  imported  from  thence  into 
England,  were  made  in  all  the  northern  parts  with  an  affec* 
tation  of  severity  and  disdain :  so  that  the  generality  of  the 
Scottish  nation  loudly  exclaimed  against  the  union  and  the 
govemoMnt.      The  Jacobites   were   again  in  commotion^ 
They  hdd  conferences :  they  maintained  a  correspondence 
with  the  court  of  St.  Germains:  a 'great  number  of  the 
most  rigid  whigs  entered  so  far  into  their  measures,  as  to 
dsink  a  revolution  was  absolutely  necessary  to  retrieve  the 
liberties,  independence,   and  commerce  of  their  country ; 
the  pretender's  birthday  was  publicly  celebrated  in  many 
different  parts  of  the  kingdom :  and  every  thing  seemed  to 
portend  an  univciial  revolt.     Ireland  continued  quiet  under 
^c  administration  of  the  earl  of  Pembroke,  whQm  th^ 
qneen  had  i^poioted  lord  lieutenant  of  that  kingdom.     A 
parliameat  having  met  at  Dublin  in  the  month  of  July,  pre* 
sented  addresses  of  congratulation  to  her  majesty  on  the 
late  union  of  the  two  kingdoms.     The  commons  having  in* 
apected  the  public  accoimts,  resolved,  that  the  kingdom  had 
he€a  put  to  excessive  charge,  by  means  of  great  arrears  of 
rent  returned  by  the  late  trustees,  as  due  out  of  the  forfeited 
stales,  which  returns  were  false  and  unjust;  and,  that  an 
humble  representation  should  be  laid  before  her  majesty  on 
this  subject.     They  passed  another  laudable  resolution  in 
fisvour  of  their  own  manufactures.     They  granted  the  ne« 
cessary  supplies,  and  having  finished  several  bills  for  the 
royal  assent,  were  prorogued  on  the  twenty-ninth  day  of 
October. 

^  XXVI.   It  was  on  the  twenty-third   of  the   same 
months  that  the  first  parliament  of  Great  Britain  assembled 
Vol.  II.  F 
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At  Westmtiister,  when 'the  queen  io  her  speech  to  both 
bouBes,  palliated  the  mUearriages  in  Provence  and  in  Spain  t 
represented  the  necessity  of  making  further  efforts  against 
the  common  enemy ;  and  exhorted  them  to  be  upon  their 
guard  against  those  who  endeavoured  to  sow  jealousies  in 
^e  commonwealth.     The  commons,  in  their  address,  ex^ 
pressed  the  continuance  of  their  former  zeal  and  devotion' 
to  her  majesty's  government:  but  in  the  >  house  of  lords, 
the  earl  of  Wharton  expatiated  upon  the  scarcity  of  money,  the 
decay  of  trade,  and  the  mismanagement  of  the  navy«     He  was 
seconded  by  lord  Somers,  and  the  leaders  of  the  tory  party, 
who  proposed,  that,  previous  to  every  measure,  they  should 
consider  the  state  of  the  nation.     The  design  of  Wharton 
and  Somers,  was  to  raise  the  earl  of  Orford  once  more  to 
the  head  of  the  admiralty ;  and  the  tories,  who  did  not 
perceive  their  drift,  hoped,  in  the  course  of  the  inquiry,  to 
fix  the  blame  of  all  mismanagement  upon  the  whig  ministers* 
A  day  being  fixed  for  this  examination,  the  house  received 
a  petition  from   the  sheriffs   and  merchants  of  London, 
complaining  of  great  losses  by  sea,  for  want  of  cnusers 
and  convoys  i  and  these  complaints  were  proved  by  wit* 
nesses.      The  report  was  sent  to  the  lord  admiral,  who 
answered  all  the  articles  separately  :.then  the  tories  moved 
fi:>r  an  address,  in  which  the  blame   of  the  miscarriages 
might ^be  laid  upon  the  ministry  and  cabinet  council;  but 
the  motion  was  overruled :  the  queen  was  presented  with  a 
bare  representation  of  the  facts,  and  desired  that  she  would 
take  the  proper  measures  for  preventing  such  evils  for  the 
future.     The  commons  made  some  progress  in  an  inquiry 
of  the  same  nature ;  and  brought  in  a  bill  for  the  better 
securing  the  trade  of  the  kingdom*     They  cheerfully  grant- 
ed the  supplies  for  the  service  of  the  ensuing  year.     I'hey 
prepared  another  bill  for  repealing  the  Scottish  act  of  seeti* 
rity,  and  that  about  peace  and  war,  which  had  excited  such 
jesdousy  in  the  English  nation.     They  resolved,  tha.t  there 
should  be  but  one  privy  council  in  the  kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  :  that  the  militia  of  Scotland  should  be  put  on  the 
same  footing  with  that^  of  England  :  that  the  powers  of  ^the 
justices  of  the  peace  should  be  the  same  through  the  whole 
island :  that  the  lords  of  justiciary  in  Scotland  should  go 
circuits  twicp  in  the  year :  that  the  writs  for  electing  Scot- 
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tifih  members  to  serve  in  the  house  of  dommoiis  ahould  be 
(Greeted,  and  returns  made,  in  the  same  mamier  as  practised 
in  England.  An  act  being  formed  on  these  resolutions, 
thejr  brought  in  a  bill  for  preserving  the  trade  with  Portu* 
gd :  then  tl^ey  considered  the  state  of  the  war  in  Spain* 

$  XXVII*  When  the   queen  passed  these  bills,  she 
rscommeaded  an  augmentation  in  the  aids  and  atiziUftries 
gianted  to  the  king  of  Spain  and  the  duke  of  Savoy*     This 
iiitimati<Mi  produced  a  debate  in  the  house*  of  lords,  on  ^  the 
sdairs.  of  Spain*     The  services  of  the  earl  of  Peterborough 
were  extolled  by  the  earl  of  Rochester  and  lord  Haversham, 
who  levelled  some  oblique  reflections  at  the  earl  of  Gaiway* 
Several  lords  enlarged  upon  the  necessity  of  carrying  on  the 
war  until  king  Charles  should  be  fully  established  upon  the 
throne  of  Spain*     The  ear!  of  Peterborough  said  they  ought 
to  coiuribute  nine  shilliogs  in  the  pound  rather  than  make 
peace  on  any  other  terms :  he  declared  himself  ready  to 
return  to  Spain,  and  serve  even  under  the  earl  of  Gaiway* 
The  earl  of  Rochester  repeated  a  maxim  of  the  old  duke 
of  Schomberg,  That  attacking  France  in  the  Netherlands 
was  like  taking  a  bull  by  the  horns*     He  therefore  propo- 
sed, that  the  allies  should  stand  on  the  defensive  in  Flanders, 
and  detach  from  thence  fifteen  or  twenty  thousand  men  into 
Catalonia*     He  was  seconded  by  the  earl  of  Nottingham  ; 
but  warmly  opposed  by  the  duke  of  Marlborough^  who 
uxged,  that  the  great  towns  in  Brabant  which  he  haid  con- 
quered  could  not  be  preserved  without  a  considerable  num* 
ber  of  men;  and  that  if  the    French  should  gain   an3F 
advantage  in  Flanders  from  their  superiority  in  point  of 
number,  the  discontented  party  in  Holland,  which  was  very 
numerous,  and  bore  with  impatience  the  burden  of  the  war, 
would  not  fail  crying  aloud  for  peace.     Being  challenged 
by  Rochester  to  show  how  troops  could  be  procured  for 
the,  service  of  Italy  and  Spain,  he  assured  the  house,  that 
measures  had  be^n  already  concerted  with  the  emperor,  for 
forming  an  army  of  forty  thousand  men  under  the  duke  of 
Savoy,  for  sending  powerful  succours  to  king  Charles*  Thie^ 
declaration  finished  the  debate,  which  issued  in  an  affec- 
tionate ^dress  to  her  m^esty*     The  lords  resolved,  that 
no  peace  could  be  safe  and  honourable  for  her  majesty  and 
6cr  allies,  if  Spiun  and  the  Spanish  West  Indies  were 
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^tlffetfed  (0  e^ntihue  in  the  power  of  the  hbuse  ot  Boui1>oii. 
•they  presented  ^n  address,  in  which  they  desired  sh^ 
would  press  the  emperor  to  send  powerful  sUcconrd  to  Spain 
uiider  the  command  of  prince  Eugene,  with  all  possible 
expedition  to  make  good  his  contract  with  the  duke  of  Sa- 
fioy,  and  strengthen  the  army  on  the  Rhine,  which  was  now 
happily  put  under  the  conduct  of  that  wise  and  valiant 
jirince,  the  elector  of  Hanover.  The  commons  concurred 
i!i  this  remonstrance,  in  consequence  of  which  the  queen 
desired  the  efcnperor  to  bestow  the  command  in  Spain  upon 
prince  Eugene.  The  court  of  Vienna,  however,  did  not 
comply  with  this  request ;  but  sent  thither  count  Starem- 
berg,  who  of  all  the  German  generals,  was  next  to  the 
prince  in  militar}'  reputation.  The  comnions  now  proceed*^ 
dd  to  consider  of  ways  and  means,  and  actually  estaMished 
funds  for  raising  the  supply,  which  amounted  to  the 
^normt'iis  sum  of  six  millions. 

$  XXVIII.  At  this  period  Mr.  Harley's  character  incur* 
tied  suspicion,  from  the  treachery  of  William  Gregg,  9Xk 
inferior  clerk  in  his  office,  who  was  detected  in  a  correspcn* 
dence  with  monsieur  Chamillard,  the  French  king's  mfni^eiv 
When  his  practices  were  detected  he  made  an'  ample  con*- 
fession,  and  pleading  guilty  to  his  indictment  at  die  OM 
Bailey,  was  condemned  to  death  for  high  treason.  At  die 
same  time,  John  Bara  and  Alexander  Vallere  were  com* 
mitted  to  Newgate,  for  corresponding  with  the  enemy  ^ 
and  Claude  Baude,  secretary  to  the  duke  of  Savoy's  minbte^. 
Was,  :lt  the  request  of  his  master,  apprehended  for  traitorous 
practices  against  her  majesty  and  her  government.  A  com* 
ikiittee  of  seven  lords  being  appointed  to  examine  these 
delinquents,  made  a  report  to  die  house,  which  was  dom* 
Inunicated  to  the  queen,  in  an  address,  importing,  duft 
Cj'egg  had  discovered  secrets  of  state  to  the  French 
ttoinister :  that  Alexander  Valiere  and  John  Bara  had  maxb-  ' 
liged  a  correspondence  with  the  governors  and  commissariea^ 
of  Calais  and  Boulogne :  aitd,  in  all  probability,  discovered  to 
the  eneifiy  the  stA(S6hs  of  the  British  cruisers,  the  strength 
of  their  convoys,  ^n^  the  titnes  at  which  the  merchant  shipa 
proceeded  on  their  vdyages;  tbafall  Ihe  papers  in  the  office 
'of  Mr.  Secretary  Hsrriey  hdd  beeh  for  a  considerable  time 
exposed  to  the  view  of  the  Wkeahest  clerks ;  and  that  the 
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peruBal  of  all  th«  letters  to  and  from  the  French  prisoners 
had  been  chiefly  tnmed  to  Gregg^,  a  person  of  a  very 
suspicious  character,  and  known  to  be  extremly  indigent* 
Ttie  queen  granted  a  reprieve  to  this  man,  in  hope  of  his 
making  some  important  discovery :  but  he  reaUy  knew 
nothing  of  consequence  to  the  nation.  He  was  an  indigent 
Scot,  who  had  been  employed  as  a  spy  in  his  own  country, 
and  now  oflered  his  services  to  Chamillard,  with  t  view  of 
being  rewarded  for  his  treachery :  but  he  was  tfiscovered 
before  he  had  reaped  any  fruits  from  his  corr^pondence. 
As  he  had  no  secrets  of  importance  to  impart,  he  was  exe- 
cnted  at  Tyburn,  where  he  delivered  a  paper  to  die  sheriff, 
in  which  he  declared  Mr.  Harley  entirely  ignorant  of  all  his 
treasonable  connexions,  notwithstanding  seme  endeavour^ 
diat  were  made  to  engage  him  in  an  accusation  of  that 
minister* 

$  XXIX.  The  queen  had  refused  fO  admit  the  earl  of 
Peterborough  into  her  presence,  >mtil  he  should  have  vin- 
dicated his  conduct,  of  which  king  Charles  had  complained 
in  divers  letters.  He  was  eagerly  desirous  of  a  parli- 
amentary inquiry.  His  military  proceedings,  his  nego- 
tiations, his  disposal  of  the  remittancep  were  taken  into 
consideration  by  both  houses:  but  h^  produced  such  a 
nomber  of  witnesses  and  original  ps^ers  to  justify  every 
transacdon,  that  his  character  triumphed  in  the  inquir}'-, 
which  was  dropped  before  it  pro«^ced  any  resolution  in 
parliament.  Then  they  took  crgnisance  of  the  state  of 
afltors  in  Spain,  and  found  there  had  been  a  great  deficiency 
in  the  English  troops  at  the  battle  of  Almanza.  This^ 
however,  was  explained  so  much  to  their  sadsiaction,  that 
diey  voted  an  address  to  thr  queen,  thanking  her  for  having 
taken  measures  to  restdre  the  affairs  in  Spain,  and  provide 
toft^pk  troops  for  that  service.  The  bill  for  rendering  the 
union  more  complete  met  with  a  vigorous  opposition  in  the 
liouse  of  lords  from  the  court  party,  on  account  of  the 
clause  enacting,  that,  after  the  first  of  May,  there  should 
ht  but  one  privy  council  in  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain* 
The  ndinistry  finding  it  was  strenuously  supported  by  all 
the  tories,  and  a  considerable  number  of  the  other  faction, 
would  have  compromised  the  difference,  by  proposing  that 
the  privy  cooncU  of  Scotland  should  continue  t#  the  firat 
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day  of  October.  They  hinted  this  expedient,  in  hope. of 
being  able  to  influence  the  ensuing  elections:  but  their 
design  being  palpable,  the  motion  was  overruled,  and  tke^ 
bill  received  the  royal  assent :  a  court  of  exchequer,  how^ 
ever,  w^  erected  in  Scotland  upon  the  model  of  that  is 
England.  The  execution  of  Gregg,  and  the  examination 
of  Valiere  and  Bara,  who  had  acted  as  smugglers  to  the 
coast  of  France,  under  the  protection  of  Harley,  to  whom 
thfty  engaged  for  intelligence,  affected  thie  credit  of  that 
minister,  vho  was  reviled  and  traduced  by  the  emissaries 
of  the  whig  party.  The  duke  of  Marlborough  and  the  earl 
of  GodolphiQ,  being  apprised  of  his  secret  practices  with 
Mrs.  Masham,  wrote  to  the  queen,  that  they  could  serve 
her  no  longer,  should  Mr.  Harley  continue  in  the  post  of 
secretary.  BeiBg  summoned  to  the  cabinet  council,'  they 
waited  on  her  in  person,  and  expostulated  on  the  same 
subject.  She  endeavoured  to  appease  their  resentment 
with  soft  persuasion,  which  had  no  effect;  and  when  they 
retired  fron  court,  to  the  astonishment  of  all  the  spectators, 
she  repaired  in  person  to  the  council.  There  Mr.  Secretary 
Harley  began  to  explain  the  cause  of  their  meeting,  which 
was  some  c)rcum^tance  relating  to  foreign  affairs*  The  didie 
of  Somerset  said  hb,  did  not  see  how  they  could  deliberate 
on  such  matters  whHe  the  general  and  treasurer  %ver€  ab- 
sent :  the  other  membvrs  observed  a  sullen  silence ;  so  that 
the  council  broke  up,  ami  the  queen  found  herself  in  danger 
of  being  abandoned  by  htc  ministers.  Next  day  her  ma» 
jesty  sent  for  the  duke  of  if  arlborough,  and  told  him  that 
Harley  should  immediately  resign  his  office,  which  was 
conferred  upon  Mr.  Henry  Boyle,  chancellor  of  the  ex*, 
chequer :  but  she  deeply  reseivted  the  deportment  of  the 
duke  and  the  earl  of  Godolphin,  from  whom  she  entirely 
withdrew  her  confidence.  Sir  Simon  Harcourt,  attorney 
general,  sit  Thomas  Mansel,  comptroller  of  the  household, 
and  Mr.  St.  John,  relinquished  their  several  posts  npon 
the  disgrace  of  Harley. 

$  XXX.  The  kingdom  was  at  this  period  alarmed  with 
a  threatened  invasion  from  France.  The  court  of  S|*  Ger* 
muns  had  sent  over  one  colonel  Hook  with  credentials  to 
.Scotland,  to  learn  the  situation,  number,  and  ability  of  the 
pretender's  friends  in  that  country.     This  ipinister,  by  his 
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ousconduct,  produced  a  division  among  the*  Scottish  jaco- 
bttes.      Being  a  creature  of  the  duke  of  Perth,  he  attached 
himself  wholly  to  the  duke  of  Athol,  and  those  other  zeal- 
ous partisans  who  were  bent  upon^  receiving  the  pretender 
without  conditions :  and  he  neglected  the  duke  of  Hamiitoiki, 
the  eari  mareschal,  and  other  adherents  of  that  house,  who 
adopted  the  more  moderate  principles  av6wed  by  the  earl 
of  Middleton.     At  his  return  to  France,  he  made  such  a 
favourable  report  of  the  disposition  and  power  of  the  Scot- 
tish nation,  that  Lewis  resolved  to  equip  an  armament,  ^nd 
send  over  the  preten'der  to  that  kingdom.     His  pretence  . 
was  to  establish  that  prince  on  the  throne  of  his  ancestors  : 
but  his  real  aim  was  to  make  a  diversion  from  the  'Nether- 
lands, and  excite  a  revolt  in  Great  Britain,  which  should 
hinder  queen  Ann&  from  exerting  herself  against  France 
on  the  continent.     He  began  to  make  preparations  for  this 
expedition  at  Dunkirk,  where  a  squadron  was  assembled 
itnder  the  command  of  the  chevalier  de  Forbin;  and  a 
bodv^of  land  forces  were  embarked  with  monsieur  de  Gace, 
afterwards  known  by  the  appellation  of  the   mareschal  de 
lAatignon.     The  pretender,  who  had  assumed  the  name  of 
the  chevalier  de  St.  George,  was  furnished  with  services  of 
gcrid  and  silver  plate,  sumptuous  tents,  rich  clothes  for  his  life- 
groards,  splendid  liveries,  and  all  sorts  of  necessaries  even 
to  profusion.  Lewis  at  parting  presented  him  with  a  sv,'ord 
Atudded  with  valuable  diamonds,  and  repeated  what  he  had 
formerly  said  to  this  adventurer's  father :  **^  He  hoped  he 
**  should  never  see  him  again."     The  pope  contributed  to 
the  expense   of  this  expedition,  and  accommodated   him 
with  divers   religious    inscriptions,   which   were   wrought 
upon  his  colours  and  standards.     Queen  Anne  being  in- 
tdnatd  of  these  preparations,  and  the  design  of  the  French 
monarch,  communicated  to  the  commons  the  advices  which 
she  had  received  from  Holland  dnd  the  Netherlands,  touch- 
ing the  destination  of  the  Dunkirk  armament :  both  houses  . 
concurred  in  an  address,  assuring  her  they  would  assist  her 
mqesty  with  their  lives  and  fortunes  against  the  pretended 
prince  of  Wales,  and  all  her  other  enemies.     Then  they 
passed  a  bill,  enacting,  that  the  oath  of  abjuration  should 
be  tendered  to  all  persons,  and  such  as  refused  to  take  it 
should   be   in  the  condition   of  convicted  recusants.     Bv 
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another,  they  suspended  the  habeas  corpus  act  tiU  Octob^i 
with  relation  to  persons  apprehended  by  the  govemment  oa 
suspicion  of  treasonable  practices.  The  pretendfsr  and.Ws 
adherents  were  proclaimed  traitors  and  rebi^ls  I  and  a  biU 
was  passed,  discharging  the  clans  of  Scotland  from  all  vA9^ 
salage  to  those  chiefs  who  should  take  up  arms  against  her 
majesty.  Trai^sports  were  hired  to  bring  over  ten  Bviti^b 
battalions  from  Ostend :  a  large  fleet  b^ng  equipped  with 
incredible  diligence,  sailed  from  Deal  towards  Ouvtkirk, 
under  the  conduct  of  sir  John  Leake,  sir  George  Byng,  and 
lord  Dursley.  The  French  imagined  that  L«ak«  had 
sailed  to  Lisbon,  and  that  Britain  wa8>tinprovided  of  ships 
of  war;  so  that  they  were  amazed  and  confounded  when 
this  fleet  appeared  off  Mardyke :  a  stop  was  immediately 
j>ut  to  the  embarkation  of  their  troops :  frequent  expresses 
were  despatched  to  Paris  :  the  count  de  Forb^in  represent* 
ed  to  the  French  king  the  little  probability  of  succeeding  in 
this  enterprise,  and  the  danger  that  would  attend  the  at- 
tempt :  but  he  received  positive  orders  to  embark  the 
forces,  and  set  sail  with  the  first  favourable  wind.  ' 

^  XXXI.  The  British  fleet  being  forced  from  their  sta- 
tion by  severe  weather  on  the  fourteenth  day  Gt  March,  the 
French  squadron  sailed  on  the  seventeenth  from  the  toad 
of  Dunkirl^;  but  the  wind  shifting,  it  anchored  in  Newport 
pits  till  the  nineteenth  in  the  evening,  when  they  set  sidl 
again  with  a  fair  breeze,  steering  their  course  for  Scotland. 
Sir  George  Byng  having  received  advice  of  their  departure, 
from  an  Ostend  vessel  sent  out  for  that  purpose  by  major 
general  Cadogan,  gave  chase  to  the  enemy,  after  having 
detached  a  squadron,  under  admiral  Baker,  to  convoy  the 
troops  that  were  embarked  at  Ostend  for  Eng^nd.  On  the 
tenth  day  of  March  the  queen  went  to  the  house  of  peera^ 
where,  in  a  speech  to  both  houses,  she  told  them  that  the 
French  fleet  had  sailed ;  that  sir  George  Byng  was  in  pur- 
suit of  them ;  and  that  ten  battalions  of  her  troops  were  ex« 
pected  every  day  in  England*  This  intimation  was  followed 
by  two  very  warm  addresses  from  the  lords  and  comment, 
in  which  they  repeated  their  assurances  of  standing  by  her 
against  all  her  enemies.  They  exhorted  her  to  persevere 
in  supporting  the  common  cause,  notwitbstandingjthis  petty 
attempt^  to  disturb  her  dominions  ;  and  levelled  some  severe 
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aasiiiuatioQs  against  those  who  (Sndeavourtd  to  foment  jeal- 
j^usies  between  her  majesty  a^d  her  moat  fait))ful  ser^vants. 
Addresses  on  the  same  occaksion  were  ^ent  up  from  diffe- 
rent parts  of  the  kingdom  $  ^o  that  th^  queen  seemed  %p 
icx)k.  with  contempt  upon  the  designs  of  the  etemy.  .Several 
regiments  of  fpot,  with  some  squadrons  of  cavaU}^  begafi 
their  march  for  Scotland:  the  earl  of  Leven,  commander  in 
chief  of  the  forces  in  that  qountry,  and  govqrpor  of  the;<;a^ 
tie  of  Edinburgh,  hastened  thither  to  put  that  fortress  |n  a 
posture  of  defence,  and  to  ..make  the  proper  di^posi^ipi^s  to 
appose  the  pretender  at  Jiis*  landing.  But  thf^.vigilax^ce.of 
sir  Geoiige  Byng  rendered  all  these  precautions,  iinnecessary* 
He  sailed  direttly  to  the  Frith  pf  Eldinburgh,  where  jbe  ar* 
rived  almost  as  soon  as  the  enemy,  who  immediately;  took 
the  advantage  of  a  land  breqze^  and  bore  away  with  alL  the 
sail  th^>(. could  carry*  The  J^nglish  admiral  gave  cl^ase;  anfl 
the  Salisibury  one  of  their  ship9f  was  boarded  andt^Jceii*  At 
night  iiM>nsieur  de  Fourbin  alt^r^  h^^  course,  .so  that  next 
day  they  were  out  of  reach  pf  the  .J^i^lish  sqviad^on.  The 
pretender  desired  they  would,  procee4  to  the  northward,  ^d 
land  him  at  Inverness,  and  Fourbin  seemed  willing  16  gra- 
tify his  request :  but  the  wind  changing,  ai^d  blowing  m 
their  teeth  with  great  violence,  be  represented,  tH^  da^gip: 
of  attempting  to  prosecute  the  voyage  j  and,  with  the  pop- 
sent  of  the  chevalier  deSt.  George  and  his  gener^  returned 
to  Dunkirk,  after  having  be^n  tossed  about  a  ^YhplQ  moi^ 
in  very  tempestuous  weather.  In  the  tneai)  tune,  sir  George 
Byng  sailed  up  to  Leith  road,  wher^  hie  received  the  free- 
dom of  the  city  of  Edinburgh  in  a  golden  bo2(s  as.  a;  testimony 
of  gnUttude  for  h|s  having  delivered'  them  from^  ^he^drea4- 
ful  apprehension^  under  which  they  labpured. 

$  XX^IL  Certain  it  is,  the  pfctend^r  could  not  ha,v^' 
chosen  a  more  favourable  opportunity  for  making  a  descent 
upon  Scotland.  The  people  in  general  were  disaffected  to 
the  government  on  accomit  of  th^  unioiv:  tbie  regular  troops 
under  Levcn  did  not  exceed  five-and-twfenty  hundred  men, 
and  even  great  part  of  these  would  in  all  probability  have 
joined  the  invader :  the  castle  of  Edit^burjgh  was  destitute 
of  ammunition,  and  would  in  all  appearance  have  surren- 
dered at  the  first  summons ;  in  which  case  the  jacobltes 
must  have  been  masters  of  the  equivalent  mppey.  lodged  in 
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that  fortress :  a  good  number  of  Dutch  ships  loaded  with 
pamion,  small  arms,  ammunition,  and  a  large  sum  of  mo* 
ney,  had  been  driven  on  shore  in  ^he  shire  of  Angus,  where 
{hey  would  have  been  seized  by  the  friends  of  the  pretea? 
der,  had  the  French  trocqm  been  landed ;  and  all  the  adr 
herents  of  that  house  were  ready  to  appear  in  arms.     Iq 
England,  such  a  demand  was  made  upon  the  banl^,  by  those 
who  favoured  the  invasion,  and  those  who  dreaded  a  revor 
Itttion,  that  the  public  credit  seemed  to  be  in  dansen    The 
pomifions  resolved,  that  whoever  designedly  en4eavoure4 
to  destroy  or  lessen  the  public  credit,  especially  at  a  time 
when  the  kingdom  was  threatene4  with  an  invasion,  waa 
^  guilty  of  a  high  crime  and  misdemeanor,  and  an  enemy  tq- 
her  majesty  and  the  kingdom.^  The  lord  treasurer  signifie4 
to  the  directors  of  the  bank,  tliat  her  maje9ty  would  allow 
for  six  months,  an  interest  of  six  per  cent,  upon  their  bills, 
which  was  double  the  usual  rate ;  and  considerable  supis 
of  money  were  offered  to  them  by  this  noblem«i,  as  well  as 
by  the  duk^s  of  Marlborough,  Newcastle,  and  Somerset^ 
The  French,  Dutch,  and  Jewish  merchants,  whose  interest 
was  in  a  pec^ljar  manner  connected  with  the  safety  of  the 
bank,  exerted  themselves  for  its  support;  and  the  directors, 
Jiaving  called  in  twenty  pet  cent*  upon  their  capital  stocky 
were  enabled  to  answer  all  thp  demands  of  the  timorous  and 
disa£Fected.     All  the  noblemen  and  persons  of  distinctioa 
in  Scotll^ld,  suspected  of  an  attachment  to  the  court  of  St. 
Germains,  were  apprehended,  said  either  imprisoned  in  the 
castle  Qf  Edinburgh,  or  brought  up  to  London,  to  be  con- 
fined in  the  Tower  or  in  Newgate.  ^  Among  these  was  the 
^uke  of  Hamilton,  who  found  means  to  make  his  peace  with 
the  whig  ministers ;  and,  in  a  little  time,  the  othenprisoner^ 
were  admitted  to  bail.^ 

s  BarcheL  Hare.  Bo^er.  Uh* kbnt.  Fmmer^B,  ThnkA.  Hi^  of  the  duke 
^  Manborongfa.  Cooduet  of  Uie  Dateh^a  of  M&riboroii§^..  Friend.  Burcbei. 
Tindfa.  LWet  of  UieAdniindt.  Voltaire. 

h  Three  Cunitun,  orprotettentB,  from  the  Cerennoia,  havm|[  made  their 
escape,  an^  rcpabed  to  London,  aeqaired  aboiitthb  time  the  appellatioD  of  Frenel'i 
i^phets,  ihim  their  enthnnaatie  gettieoli^ionf,  efl^nioiM,  and  eonviilMnftt  $mi 
even  formed  a  9ttt  of  their  eoqntiTiAen,  l*he  Frepeh  refugees,  seandalized  al 
Uieir  beliavfoar,  aSd  aut^nrited  by  the  bishop  of  London,  as  superior  of  the 
French  congregations,  eesolTed  to  inquire  into  the  missioB  of  these  prateaded  pro- 
phets, whose  names  were  Blias  Marion,  John  Cavalier,  and  Purand  Fage.  1  ner 
were  declared  impostors  and  counterfeits.  Notwitbctandlnp  thia  deeisiHi,  which 
was  confirmed  by  the  bishops,  they  eontinoed  their  assemblies  ia  Soho,  usder  the 
eottmenanet  of  tt^  Richard  Bulkli^  and  John  Laey.    They  reTi(ed  the  miaisters 
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§  XXXIII.  On  die  first  day  of  ApriU  the  pafliameiit 
was  prorogued,  and  afterwards  dissolved  by  procIaiiiatioii« 
Writs  were  isaued  out  for  new  elections,  together  with  a 
proclamation,  commanding  all  the  peers  df  North  Bri« 
tain  to  assemble  at  Holyroodhouse  in  Ediiiburgh,  on  the 
seventeenth  day  of  June,  to  elect  sixteen  peet^  to  represent 
them  in  the  ensuing  British  parliamenti  pursuant  to  the% 
twenty^6cond  article  of  the  treaty  of  union.  After  the 
dissolution  of  the  parliament,  the  lords  Griffin,  Clermont, 
two  soils  of  the  earl  of  Middleton,  and  several^  Scottish  and 
Irish  oflkers,  who  had  been  taken  on  board  the  Salisbury, 
were  brought  to  London,  and  imprisoned  in  the  Tower,  or 
in  Newgate*  Lord  Griffin  being  attainted  by  outlawry,  for 
high  treason  committed  in  the  reign  of  king. William,  was 
brought' to  the  bar  of  the  court  of  king's  bench,  and  a  ruk 
made  for  his  execution ;  but  he  was  reprieved  fi^om  month 
to  month,  until  he  died  of  a  natural  death  in  prison.  The 
privy  council  of  Scotland  was  dissolved:  the  duke  of 
Qaeensberry  was  created  a  British  peer^  by  the  title  of 
baron  of  Rippon^  marquis  of  Beverley,  and  duke  of  Dover; 
and  the  office  of  secretary  at  war,  vacant  by  the  resignation 
of  Henry  St.  John,  was  bestowed  upon  Itobert  Walpole,  a 
gentleman  w)k>  had  rendered  himself  considerable  in  the 
house  of  commons,  and  whose  conduct  we  shall  have 
occasion  to  mention  more  at  large  in  the  sequel.  About 
the  same  time,  a  proclamatiotv  was  issued  for  distributing 

of  the  citobliihed  oliorolk :  they  deoottaeed  Jad^meiitiaj|»iftit  tlie  city  of  London : 
wmd  the  whole  Biftith  itttioii ;  and  pUUiahed  their  predietions,  composed  of  unin- 
telligiblejjtfgon.  Then  they  were  proteooted  at  the  eiveoae  or  tbe  Frenflh 
ehowhoe,  as  dittorbers  oC  mt  pnbUe  peaee^  and  fidse  prophets.  Ther  were  seo- 
tcnced  to  paT  a  fine  of  twenty  marks  eaeh,  and  stand  twioe  on  a  scAfTald,  with  pa» 
pers  on  their  hreasts  denoting  their  oflenee ;  a  sentence  which  was  executed 
aeeottUnsly  aft  Charia|  Cross,  wad  the  Royal  Ezchanse. 

In  the  eovae  of  this  year,  Mr.  Stanhope,  who  was  resident  from  the  qneen 
at  the  court  of  Charies,  cooeladBd  a  treaty  or  commerce  with  this  monarch,  which 
would  have  ptoved  extremely  adnmtageoos  to  Great  Britain,  had  he  been  fi^ly 
established  on  the  tfiroiie  oC  9pam.  U  was  stipulated  that  the  English  metchanU 
should  emoy  the  privilege  of  importing  all  kinds  of  merchandise  from  the  coast  of 
Uarbary  mto  the  marhime  places  of  Spain,  without  ^ying  any  higher  dutf  than  if 
that  merehandisr  had  been  the  produce  of  Great  Britain ;  and  that  even  these  du« 
ties  should  not  be.  pasA  till  six  months  after  the  merchandise  should  be  landed  and 
sold,  tbe  ncvehaiitagiriBg  security  for  the  customs.  Jt  was  agreed  that  the  whole 
coMinierceof  the  Spanish  West  Indies  should  be  carried  on  by  a  joint  company  of 
Spanish  and  British  w^rehants;  and  in  the  interim,  as  the  greater  part  of  that 
countrf  was  in^ie  haads  of  Philip,  his  competitor  consented  that  the  British  sub- 
wets  should  ti^Se  fred^  inall  the  porU  of  the  West  indies  with  ten  shi^s  of  five 
Vondred  tons  each,  noder  such  conrny  as  her  Ilritsnnic  mrjesty  should  thmk  fit  to 
appoint 
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prized,  ih  certltin  propdrtidns,  to  the  different  officers  and 
seamenof  the  r6yal  navy;  a  regiilati<m  that  stiU  prevails.* 
§  XXXIV.  The  French  king,  not  at  all  discouraged 
bjrthe  miscarriage  of  his  projected  invasion,  resolved  to 
improve  the  advantages  he'^had  gained  on  the  continent 
darmg  the  last  campaign,  and  indeed  he  made  effo^-ts  that 
wi^re  akogethec  incredible,  considermg  the  consumptive 
dtafe  of  his  finances.'  He  assembled  a  prodigious  larmy  in 
the*  Netherlands  \inder  the  command  of  the  duke  of  Bur- 
gundy, assisted  by  -Vendome,  and  accompanied  by  the 
duke  6f  Berry  and  the  cHevalier  de  St.  George.  The 
elector  of  Bavaria  was  destined  to  the  command  .of  the 
tfobps  Upon  the  Rhine,  where  he  was  seconded  by  the  duke 
<tf  Berwidkr  and  the  mareschal  de  Villeroy  was  sent  to 
dbnduct  the  forces  in  Dauphine.  About  the  latter  epd  of 
March,  the  duke  of  Marlborough  repaired  to  the  Hague, 
wheVe  4ie  was'rtiet  by  prince  Eugene  :  these  two  celebrated 
generals  conferred  wi^h  the  pensionary  Heinsius,  and  the 
deputies  of  the  states  general.  Then  they  made  an  eae^. 
ciirsion'to  Hanover,  where  they  prevailed  upon  the  elector 
to  be  satisfied  with  acting  upon  the  defensive  in  his  com- 
mand on  the  Rhine,  and  spare  part  of  his  forces,  that  the 
confederates  might  be  enabled  to  make  vigorous  efforts  4n 
the  Netherlands.  The  prince  proceeded  to  Vienna,  and 
the  duke  immediately  returned  to  Flanders,  where  he  as- 
sembled the  armytowards  the  latter  end  of  Mar.     On  the 

i  Before  the  opening  of  the  campaign,  a  very  dariDe  entei^irisc  vas  formed  b^ 
one  c6!0net  Quehitern,  a  piirtisun  in  the  Impehal  armj.  Thn  man  laid  a  seheme 
for  cart^  rag  ofiT  the  daapfiin  of  France  frbro  the  court  of  Versailles.  Me  selected 
thirty  men  of  feiijirOvcd  valour  for  tWs  undertaking.  He  procured  passes  for 
thcniL  Und  they  rendezvoused  in^  the  neighbourhood  of  Pans.  On  the  tirenty-x 
fourtn  day  of  Mkrcb,  in  the  cvcninp;,  he  and  hifi  aecomplices  stopped  a  coach  and 
six,  with  the  king's  liverlstis,  and  airestcd  the  pcrsion  mIio  ^as  in  it.  On  the  suppo- 
sition of  his  beuig  a  prince  of  the  blootl.  it  was  however  M.  de  Berringheo,  the 
kin^s  first  equerry.  ITils  officer  they  mounted  on  n  spare  horse,  and  set  out  for 
the  Low  Couuti-ics:  but,  beinj^  little  ac<jQainted  with  the  roads,  they  did  not  reach 
UhantJUy  till  next  morning,  ^;ficn  tliey  heard  the  toxen,  or  alarm  bell,  and  thence 
c^clodod  that  detachments  were  sent  out  in  pursuit  of  them.  Nevertheless^  tliey 
proceeded  boldly,  lind  wotld  certainly  have  carried  the  point,  had  not  Qoeinteni 
lialtj^  three  hourt  for  the  I'efrgshmcnt  of  his  inisoner,  who  eoroplahied  of  his 
being  indisposed,  lie  likewise  procured  a  chaise,  and  ordei^ed  the  baek  of  it  to 
be  lowered  for  his  convcnienec.  I'htrse  acta  of  humanity  retarded  him  ao  much, 
that  he  was  overtaken  by  a  detachment  of  horse  at  Mam,  within  three  hours'  ndc 
of  a  plaee  of  sai't^y.  Finding  himsell'  surrounded,  he  thought  prefer  to  snrfender, 
and  M.  6c  Berringhen  treated  him  with  great  generosity,  for  the  civilities  he  had 
».xperfAiccd  at  his  hands.  He  carried  him  back  to  Versailles,  and  tedgefl  him  In 
his  own  aps^ments.  Madame  de  Berringhen  njade  him  a  coiiii^deFable  present ; 
mid  Ac  kin^ORlered  him  and  his  coiiTpanToiis  to  be  discharged)  on  actouutof  the 
courage  and  Jtumaoity  thcT  had  dispkivi;d.  *  An.  1708. 
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twcnt\'-fifth  day  of  that  month,  the  duke  dc  Vendome 
marched  to  Soignies,  and  posted  himself  within  thr^e 
leagues  of  the  confederates,  who  were  encampe4  at  Billtng- 
hen  and  Halle.  The  duke  of  Marlborough  having' received 
intelligence  that  the  enemy  were  on  their  march  by  Bois 
Seigneur  I^aac  to  Brain  la  Leuwe,  concluded  their  intention 
was  to  take  post  on  the  banks  of  the  Duele,  to  hinder  Ithe 
allies  from  passing  that  river,  and  to  occupy  Louvaine. 
He,  therefore,  commanded  the  array  to  march  all  night, 
and  on  the  third  day  of  June  encamped  at  Terbank,  general 
d'Auverquerque  fixing  his  quarters  in  the  suburbs  of  Lou- 
vaine, while  the  Fnench  advanced  no  farther  than  Genap 
and  Brain  la  Leuwe.  As  they  were  more  numerous  than 
the  confederates,  and  headed  by  a  prince  of  the  blood,  the 
jgenerals  of  the  allies  at  first  expected  that  they  would 
hazard  a  battle :  but  tjbcir  scheme  was  to  retrieve  by  ■ 
stratagem  the  places  they  had  lost  in  Flanders.  The  elector 
of  Bavaria  had  rendered  himself  extremely  popular  in  the 
great  towns  :  the  count  de  Bergeyck,  who  had  considerable 
interest  among  them,  was  devoted  to  the  house  of  Bour- 
bon :  the  inhabitants  of  the  great  cities  were  naturally  in- 
constant and  mutinous,  and  particularly  dissatisfied  with 
the  Dutch  government.  The  French  generals  resolved  to 
profit  by  these  circumstances.  A  detachment  of  their 
troops,  under  the  brigadiers  la  Faille  and  Pasteur,  surprised 
the  city  of  Ghent,  in  which  there  was  no  garrison :  at  the 
same  time  the  count  de  la  Motte,  with  a  str6ng  body  of 
forces,  appeared  before  Bruges,  which  was  surrendered  to 
him  without  opposition :  then  he  made  a  fruitless  attempt 
upon  Damme,  and  marched  to  the  litde  fort  of  Plassendhal, 
which  he  took  by  assault.  The  d^ke  of  Marlborough  was 
.  no  sooner  apprisid  of  the  enemy's  having  sent  a  strong 
detachment  tow^ds  Tubize,  than  he  'marched  from^  Te>'- 
hank,  passed  the  canal,  and  encamped  at  Anderlech.  The 
French  crossed  the  Senne  at  Halle  and  Tubize,  and  the 
allies  resolved  to  attack  them  next  morning :  but  the^nemy 
passed  the  Dender  in  the  night  with  great  expedition ;  and 
the  duke  of  Marlborough  next  day  encamped  at  Asche, 
where  he  was  joined  by  prince  Eugene,  who  had  marched 
with  a  considerable  reinforcement  of  Germans  from  the 
Mdselle.     The  enemy  understanding  that  this  general  M-as 
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on  his  march,  determined  to  reduce  Oudenarde,  the  onljr 
pass  on  the  Schelde  possessed  by  the  confederates:  and 
invested  it  oh  the  ninth  day  of  July,  Hoping  to  subdue  it 
before  the  allies  could  be  reinforced.  (The  duke  of  Marl- 
boroug[h  was  immediately  in  motion,  and  made  a  surprising 
'  march  from  Asche,  as  far  as  Herselingeny  where  he  was 
joined  by  th^  reinforcement.  Then  ,he  took,  possession  cS 
the  strong  camp  at  Lessines,  which  the  French  had  inteaded 
to  occupy,  in  order  to  cover  the  siege  of  Oudeharde. 

$  XXXV.  Thus  disappointed^  the  French  generals 
altered  their  resolution,  abandoned  Qudenarde,  and  beg&n 
to  p^iss  the  Schelde  at  Gavre.  The  two  generals  of  the 
confederates  were  bent  upon  bringing  them  to  an  etigage-^ 
ment.  Cadogan  was  sent  with  siifteen  battalions  and  eight 
squadrons  to  repair  the  roads,  and  throw  bridges  over  th^ 
Schelde  below  Oudenarde.  The  army  was  in  motion^ at 
eight  o'clock,  and  marched  with  such  expedition,  that  by 
two  in  the  afternoon  the  horse  had  reached  the  bridges  over 
whidi  Cadogan  and  his  detachment  were  passing.  The 
enemy  had  posted  seven  battalions  in  the  village  of  Hey- 
nem,  situated  on  the  banks  of  the  Schelde,  and  the  French 
household  troops  were  drawn  up  in  order  of  battle  on  the 
adjacent  plain,  opposite  to  a  body  of  troops  under  ma|or 
general  Rantzaw,  who  were  posted  behind  a  rivulet  that 
ran  into  the  river.  The  duke  de  Vendome  faitended  to 
attack  the  confederates  when  one  half  of  their  aritiy  should 
have  passed  the  Schelde;  but  he  was  thwarted  by  the 
duke  of  Burgundy,  who  seemed  to  be  perplexed  and  irres-^ 
olute.  This  prince  had  ordered  the  troops  to  halt  in  their 
march  to  Gavre,  as  if  he  had  not  yet  formed  any  resolution  ; 
and  now  he  recalled  the  squadrons  from  the  plain,  deter* 
mined  to  avoid  a  batde.  Vendome  remonstrated  a^inst 
thisxonduct,  and  the  dispute  continued  till  three  in  the 
afternoon,  when  the  greater  part  of  the  allied  army  had 
passed  the  Schelde  without  opposition.  Then  the  duke  of 
Burgundy  declared  for  an  engagement,  and  Vendome  sub- 
mitted to  his  opinionwith  great  reluctance,  as  the  oppor- 
tunity was  now  lost,  and  the  ,army  unformed.  Major 
general  Grimaldi  was  ordered  to  attack  Rantzaw  %vith  the 
horse  of  the  king's  household,  who,  finding  the  rivulet 
marshy,  refused  to^  charge,  and  retired  to  the  right.    Mean- 
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while  Cadogaa  attacked  the  village  of  Heymcn,  vhich  he 
took  with  three  of  the  eeven  battalioos  by  which  it  was 
guarded*     Rantzaw  passing  th^  rivulet,  advanced  into  the 
plaia,  and  drove  befdre  him  several  squadroni!  of  the  eneipy. 
In  this  attack  the  electoral  printe  of  Hanover,  his  late 
majesty  George  IL  charged  at  the  head  of  Bulau's  dra- 
gooaa  with  great  intrepidity.     His  •  horse  was  shot  under 
him,   and  colonel  Laschky  killed   by   his   side.      Divers 
French  regimenta  were  entirely  broken,  and  a  good  num- 
ber of  oiBcers  and  standards  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
Hanoverians*     The  confederates  continued  still    passing 
the  riyer ;  but  few  or  none  of  the  infantry  were  come  up 
till  five  in  the  afternoon,  when  the  duke  of  Argyle  arrived 
with   twenty  battalions,  which   immediately  susuined    a 
vigorous  assault  from  the  enemy.    By  this  time'  the  French 
were  drawn  up  in  order  of  battle;  and  the  allies  being 
formed  as  they  passed  the  river,  both  armies  were  engaged 
duougfa  the  whole  extent  of  their  lines  about  seven  in  the 
evening.   Europe  had  not  for  many  years  produced  two  such 
noble  armies ;  above  one  hundred  general  officers  appeared 
in  the  field,  ahd  two  hundred  and  fifty  colonels  fought  at 
the  head  of  their  respective  regiments.     The  number  of 
the  French  exceeded  diat  of  the  allies  by  twelve  thousand : 
but  their  generals  were  divided ;  their  forces  ill  disposed ; 
and  the  men  dispirited  by  the  uninterrupted  success  of 
their  adversaries.    They  seemed  from  the  beginning  averse 
to  an  engagement,  and  acted  in  hurry  and  trepidation. 
Nevertheless,  the  action   was  maintained    until    general 
d'Auverquerque  and  count  Tilly,  who  commanded  on  the 
left  of  the  allies,  obliged  the  ri^ht  of  the  enemy  to  give 
ground;  and  the  prince  of  Orange,  with  count  Oxienstern, 
attacked  them  in  flank  with  the  Dutch  infantry.  Then  they 
began  to  g^ve  way,  and  retired  in  great  confusion.     The 
dttke  de  Vendome^  alighting  from  his  horse,  rallied  the 
broken  battalions,  called  the  officers  by  name,  conjured 
them  to  maintain  the  honour  of  their  countrj^and  animated 
the  men  with  his  voice  and  example..  But  notwithstanding 
all  his  endeavours,  they  were  forced  back  among  the  enclo- 
sures in  great  confusion.     Some  regiments  were  cut  in 
pieces :  others  desired  to  capitulate ;  and  if  the  darkness 
bad  not  interposed|  their  whole  army  would  have  been 
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ruined.  The  night  coming  on,  so  that  it  became niApofisiMe 
.  to  distinguish  friends  from  enemies,'  the  two  generals  or- 
dered the  troops  to  cease  firing,  and  the  enemy  took  this 
of^ortunity  of  escaping  by  the  road  which  leads  from 
Oudenarde  to  Ghent.  The  duke  de  Vendome  seeing  the 
French  forces  flying  in  the  utmost  terror  and  precipitation^ 
formed  a  rearguard  of  about  five-and-twenty  squadrons,  ' 
and  as  many  ba^alions,  with  which  he  secured  the  retreat. 
To  this  precaution  the  safety  of  their  army  was  entirely 
owing;  for  at  daybreak  the  duke  of  Marlborough  sent  a 
large  detachment  of  horse,  and  foot,  under  the  lieutenant 
generals  Bulau  and  Lumley,  to  pursue  the  fugitives :  but 
the  hedges  and  ditches  that  skirted  the  road  were  lined  with 
the  French  grenadiers  in  such  a  manner,  that-  the  cavalrj' 
could  not  form,  and  they  were  obliged  to  desist.  The 
French  reached  Ghent  about  eight  in  the  morning,  and 
marching  through  the  city,  encamped  at  Lovendegen  on 
the  canal.  There  they  thought  proper  to  cast  up  intrench- 
ments,  upon  which  they  planted  their  artillery,  which  they 
had  left  at  Gavre  with  their  he^vy  baggage.  Above  three 
thousand  were  slain  on  the  field  of  battle ;  two  thousand 
deserted ;  and  about  seven  thousand  were  taken,  including^  . 
a  great  number  of  officei^s,  together  with  ten  pieces  of  can-  " 
non,  above  an  liundred  standards  and  colours,  and  four 
thousand  horses.  The  loss  of  the  allies  did  not  amount  to 
two  thousand  men;  nor  was  one  officer  of  distinction 
killed  on  their  side  during  the  whole  engagement.^  After 
the  confederates  had  rested  two  days  on  the  field  of  battle, 
a  detachment  was  ordered  to  level  the  French  lines  between 
Ypres  and  the  Lys :  another  was  sent  to  raise  contributions 
as  far  as  Arras :  they  ravaged  the  country,  and  struck 
terror  even  into  the  city  of  Paris.  While  the  allies  plun- 
dered the  province  of  Picardy,  a  detachment'  from  the 
French  army,  under  the  chevalier  de  Ro2en,  made  an  irrup-- 
tion  into  Dutch  Flanders,  broke  through  the  lines  of 
Bervilet,  which  had  been  left  unguarded,  and  made  a 
descent  upon  the  island  of  Cadsandt,  which  they  laid  under 
contribution. 

.  k  Among  t)ie  officers  who  were  engaged  in  this  battle,  Qltl  general  d'Auvcr- 
querqiic  and  the  dulse  of  Argylc  distingUisncd  themvlvcs  by  thv  mo«l  cxtniordi. 
any  valour  and  activity. 
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$  XXXVI.  The  generals  of  the  allies  now  undeit<idc 
an  enterprise,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  French  generals, 
savoured  of  rashness  and  inconsiderate  self-sufficiency* 
This  was  the  siege  of  Lisle,  the  strongest  town  in  Flanders, 
provided  tKth  all  necessaries,  store  of  ammunition,  and  a 
ffurnson  reinforced  with  one-and-twenty  battalions  of  the 
beat  troops  in  France,  commanded  by  mareschal  de  Bouf- 
flers  in  person.  But  these  were  not  the  principal  difficulties 
which  the  allies  encountered.  The  enemy  had  cut  off  the 
communication  between  them  and  their  magazines  at  Ant- 
werp and  Sas- Fan-Ghent:  so  that  they  were  obliged  to 
bring  their  convoys  from  Ostend  along,  a  narrow  causeway, 
exposed  to  the  attack  of  an  army  more  numerous  than  that 
with  which  they  sat  down  before  Lisle.  On  the  thirteenth  of 
August  it  was  invested  on  one  side  by  prince  Eugene,  and 
on  the  other  by  the  prince  of  Orange  Nassau,  stadtholder 
of  F^esland ;  while  the  duke  of  Marlborough  encamped  at 
Hekhin,  to  cover  the  siege.  The  trenches  were  opened  on 
the  twenty-second  day  of  August,  and  carried  on  with  that 
vigour  and  alacrity  which  is  always  inspired  by  victory  and 
success.  The  dukes  of  Burgundy  and  Vendome  being  now 
joined  by  the  duke  of  Berwick,  resolved,  if  possible,  to  re- 
lieve the  place  j  and  made  several  marches  and  <^ou|iter- 
marches  for  this  purpose.  Marlborough  being  apprised 
of  their  intention,  marched  out  of  his  lines  to  give  them 
battle,  being  reinforced  by  a  considerable  body  of  troops 
from  the  siege,  including  Augustus  king  of  Poland,  and  the 
landgrave  of  Hesse,  as  volunteers :  but  the  enemy  declined 
an  engagement,  and  the  allies  returned  to  their  camp,  which 
they  fortified  with  an  intrenchihent.  On  the  seventh  day 
of  September,  the  besiegers  took  by  assault  the  counter- 
scarp of  Lisle,  after  an  obstinate  action,  in  which  they  lost 
a  thousand  men.  The  French  generals  continued  to 
hover  about  th^  camp  of  the  confederates,  which  they  actu- 
ally cannonaded;  and  the  duke  of  Marlborough  again 
formed  bis  army  in  order  of  battle :  but  their  design  was 
0nly  to  harass  'the  allies  with  continual  alarms,  and  interrupt 
the  operations  of  the  siege.  They  endeavoured  to  surprise 
the  town  of  Aeth,  by  means  of  a  secret  correspondence  with 
the  inhabitants :  but  the  conspiracy  was  discovered  before 
h  took  effect*     Then  they  cut  off  all  communication  bt.^ 

Vok.  L  H 
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tween  the  besiegers  and  the  Scbelde,  the  baok^s  of  which 
they  fortified  with  strong  intrenchments,  and  a  prodigious 
number  of  cannon  ;  so  that  now  all  the  stores  and  necessaries 
were  sent  to  the  camp  of  the  confederates  from  Ostend* 
On  the  twenty- first  day  of  September,  prince  Eir^ene,  whof 
was  in  the  trenches^  seeing  the  troops  driven  by  the  enemy 
from  a  lodgment  they  had  made  on  the  counterscarp  of  the 
Tenaille^  rallied  and  led  them  back  to.  the  charge  :  but  be- 
ing wounded  over  the  left  eye  with  a  musket  shot,  h.e  was 
obliged  to  retire,  and  for  sopie  days  the  duke  of  Marl- 
borough sustained  the  whole  commknd^  both  in  the  siege 
and  of  the  covering  army.  On  the  twenty-third  the  Te- 
naille  was  stormed,  and  a  lodgment  made  along  the  covered 
way.  Mareschal  Boufflers  having  found  means  to  inform 
the  duke  de  Vendome  that  his  ammunition  was  almost 
expended,  this  general  detached  the  chevalier  de  Luxem- 
bourg, with  a  body  of  horse  and  dragoons,  to  supply  the^ 
place  with  gunpowder,  ever}'  man  carrying  a  bag  of  forty 
pounds  upon  the  crupper.  ITiey  were  discovered  in  pas- 
sing through  the  camp  of  the  allies,  and  pursued  to  the 
barrier  of  the  town,  into  which  about  three  hundred  were 
admitted :  but  a  great  number  were  killed  by  the  confe- 
derates, or  miserably  destroyed  by  the  explosion  of  the 
powder  which  they  carried* 

$  XXXVII.  The  next  attempt  of  the  French  generals- 
was  to  intercept  a  convoy  from  Ostend.  The  count  de  la 
Motte  marched  from  Ghent,  with  about  two-and-twenty 
thousand  men,  to  attack  this  convoy,  which  was  guarded 
by  six  thousand  of  the  allies,  commanded  by  major  general 
Webb.  This  officer  made  such  an  admirable  disposition  by 
the  wood  of  Wynendale,  and  received  the  enemy  with  such 
a  close  fire,  that,  after  a  very  warm  action,  that  lasted  tw» 
hours,  they  retired  in  the  utmost  confusion,  notwithstanding 
their  great  superiority  in  number,  leaving  six  thousand  mcA 
killed  upon  the  field  of  battle ;  the  loss  of  the  allies  not  ex- 
ceeding nine  hundred  and  twelve  oiScers  and  soldiers.  This 
was  the  most  honourable  exploit  performed  during  the 
whole  war,  and  of  such  consequence  to  the  confederates, 
that  if  the  convoy  had  been  taken,  the  siege  must  havebeea 
raised.  The  duke  de  Vendome  ordered  the  dikes  between 
Cruges  and  Newport  to  be  cut,  so  as  to  lay  the.  whole  coun- 
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try  under  water,  in  hopes  of  destroying  tbe  communication 
between  Ostend  and  the  cam)>  of  the  confederates  ;  and, 
after  a  regular  siege,  he  took  colonel  Caulfield,  and  a  body 
of  British  troops  pdstod   in   the   village  of  Leffingen,  by 
whose  means  the  convoys  had  been  forwarded  to  the  diike 
of'  Marlborough.      On   the    twenty-second   of    October, 
nareschal  Boufflers  desired  to  capitulate  for  the   town  of 
Lisle :   next  flay  the  articles  were  signed :   on  tlie  twenty- 
fifth  the  allies  took  possession  of  the  place,  and  the  mare- 
scfaal  retired  into  the  citadel  with  the  remains  of  his  garrison, 
which,'  from  twelve  thousand,  was  reduced  to  less  than  the 
half  of  that  number.     A  negotiation  was  begun  for  the  sitr- 
raider  of  the  citadel :  hut  Boufflers  made  such  extravagant 
demands  as  were  rejected  with  disdain*     Hostilities  were 
renewed  on  the  twenty-ninth   day  of  tbe  month ;    and  tile 
earl  of  Stair  was  detached  to  provide  com  for  the  army  ia 
the  di^ricts  of  Fumes  and  Dixmude.    During  these  trans- 
actions, velt  mareschal  d'Auverquerque  died  at  Rousse* 
laer,  in  the  sixty-seventh  year  of  his  age,  after  having,  in 
above  thirty  campaigns,  exhibited  innumerable,  proofs  of 
uncommon  courage,  ability,  and  moderation*     The  duke  de 
Vendome  did  not  despair  of  obliging  the  confederates  to 
abandon  their  enterprise :  the  French  ministers  at  Rome  and 
Venice  publicly  declared  the  allied  army  was  cooped  up  in 
such  a  manner,  that  it  must  either  raise   the   siege   or   be 
^mished.     The  elector  of  Bavaria^  with  a  detachment  of 
ten  thousand  men,  marched  to  Brussels,  and  attacked  the 
counterscarp  with  incredible  fury  ;  but  was  repulsed  by  the 
garrison  under  the  command  of  general  Paschal,  and  retired 
with  precipitation,  when  he  understood  that  the  duke   of 
Marlborough  was  in  motion  to  relieve  the  place.     This 
aobleman  and  prince  Eugene  no  sooner  understood  the 
4anger  to  which  Brussels  was  exposed,  than  they  marched 
with  the  covering  army  to  the  Schelde,  which  they  passed 
on  pontoons  without  /ipposition,  notwithstanding  the  for- 
midable works  which  the  French  had  raised.     They  now 
abandoned  them  with  precipitation,  to  the  surprise  of  the 
confederates,  who  had  laid  their  account  with  the  loss  of 
a  thousand  men  in  the  attack.     Having  passed  the  river  be- 
tween Eskenaffe  and  Hauterive,  as  well,  as  at  other  places, 
they  marched  to  Oudenarde,  where  they  r«ceived  intelli- 
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gence  that  the  elector  haul  retreated.  Hien  prwce  EugexM 
returned  to  Lisle,  and  the  duke  of  Marlbomugii  proceeded 
to  Brussels,  where  he  was  receiired  urith  joy  and  acdama^ 
tion.  He  afterwards  took  post  at  Oudenarde,  so  as  to 
maintain  a  comniunication  with  prince  Eugene. 

$  XXXVIIL  The  besiegers  having  made  Iodg|nenft» 

and  raised  batteries  on  the  second  counterscarp  of  the  cka« 

del,  sent  a  message  to  Boufflers,  intimating,  that  if  he  woiiM 

surrender  before  the  openuig  of  the   batteries^  he  should 

have  an  hoooprable  capitulation':  otherwise  he  and  his  gar** 

rison  must  be  made  prisoners  of  wan     Jic  chcse  to  av(»d 

the  last  part  of  the  alternative :  hostages  were  exchanged  on 

the  eigttth  day  of  December,  and  the  articles  signed 'On  die 

tenth ;    when  the  mareschat  and  his  garrison  marched  out 

i^rtth  the  honours  of  war,  and  were  condnctAd  to  Dottajr* 

In  this    great   enterprise,   spirit  and   p^veverance   mada 

amends  for  want  of  foresight  and  skill,  whick  was  flagraAt 

on  the  side  of  the  confederates ;  yet  their  success  was  owing 

in  a  grvat  measure  to  the  improvidence  and  misconduct  of 

the  besieged*     The  French   generals  aever  dreamed  that 

the  allies  would  attempt  an}^  thing  of  conscqueiiee  afser  the 

reduction  of  Lisle,  considering  the  advanced  season  of  the 

yes^r,   and  therefore   they  returned  to  Paris,  after  having 

dfstributed   their  army  into  winter   quarters.     Bat  their 

indefatigable  antagonists  were  determined  to  strike  another 

stroke  of  importance  before  |heir  lerces  should  separate. 

^On  the  twentieth  day  of  December  they  invested  the  city 

of  Ghent  on  all  sides ;  and  on  die  thirtieth,  when  the  bttt> 

teries  were  ready  to  open^  the  count  de  la  Motte,  who 

commanded  the  garrison,  desired  to  capitulate.     On  the 

third  day  of  the  next  month  he  marched  out  with  diirty 

battalions  aosd  sixteen  squadrons,  which  were  conducted  So 

Tournay  :  while  the  duke  of  Argyle,  with  six  British  hat^ 

taltons,  took  possession  of  the  town  and  citadel.    Then  the 

enemy  abandoned  Bruges,  Fiasseodatil,  •and  Le&ngen  ;  and 

the  generals  of  the  allies,  having  settled  the  pkm  of  winker 

quarters,  repaired  to  HoHand,  leaving  the  forces  nader  die 

command  of  count  Tilly.    The  French  king  was  confounded 

and  dismayed  at  these  conquests  in  the  Netherlands.    Nor 

was  he  easy  on  the  side  of  Daophine :   in  spite  of 'idi  the 

vigilance  and*  aaivity  of  Viliars,  the  duke  of  S^voy  nau^ 
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binodf  master  of  the  lOBportaQt  fortresses  of  ExUEes,  La 
Perottse,  the  vaUe3r  of  Su  Martin,  and  FeneatrelU;  so 
ihtt  bjr  the  end  of  the  campaign  he  had  secured  a  barrier 
So  his  own  frontiers ;  .and  c^ned  a  jvay  into  the  French 
provinces,  after  having  made  a  diversion  in  favour  of  king 
Charles,  by  obliging  the  enemy  to  send  a  strong  detach* 
ment  irons  RousiUon  to  die  assistance  of  Villars. 

$  XXXIX.  The  campaign  in  Catalonia  was  productive 
of  a  great  event.  Count  Guido  de  Staremberg  arrived  at 
Barcelona  on  the  last  day  of  April :  but  the  Imperial  troops 
broug^it  from  Italy  by  admiral  L#eake  did  not  land  in  time 
to  relieve  Tortosa,  which  the  diike  of  Orleans  besieged  and 
took,  together  with  Denia,  the  garrison  of  which  were 
made  prisoners  of  war,  contrary  to  the  articles  of  capitu- 
lation. These  losses,  however,  were  abundantly  made  up 
to  the  allies  by  the  conquest  of  Sardinia  and  Minorca.  Sir 
John  Leake,  liaving  taken  on  board  a  handful  of  troops, 
under  the  .conduct  of  the  marquis  d'Alconzel,  set  sail  for 
Gag^ri,  and  summoned  the  viceroy  to  submit  to  king 
Charles.  As  he  did  not  send  an  immediate  answer,  the 
admiral  begaa  to  bombard  the  city,  and  the  inhabitants 
compelled  him  to  surrender  at  discretion.  The  greater 
part  of  the  garrison  enlisted  themselves  in  the  service  of 
ChaYiea*  The  deputies  of  the  states  being  assembled  by 
die  marquis  d'Akonzel^  acknowledged  that  prince  as  their 
sovereign,  tatd  agreed  to  furnish  his  army  with  thirty  thou- 
sand sacks  of  com,  which  were  accordingly  transported  to 
Catalonia,  where  there  was  a  great  scarcity'  of  provision. 
Mjgor  general  Stanhope  having  planned  the  conquest  of 
Afinorca,  and  concerted  with  the  admiral  the  measures  ne- 
cessary to  put  it  in  execution,  obtained  from  count  Starem- 
herg  a  few  battalions  of  Spaniards,  Italians,  and  Portu- 
guese :  at  the  head  of  these  he  embarked  at  Barcelona  with 
a  fine  train  of  British  artillery,  accompanied  by  brigadier 
Wade  and  colonel  Petit,  an  engineer  of  great  reputation. 
They  koded  on  the  island  about  two  miles  from  St.  Phi- 
lip's fisrt,  on  the  twenty-sixth  of  August,  with  about  eight 
faundned  marines,  which  augmented  their  number  to  about 
three  thousand.  ^Nezt  day  they  erected  batteries ;  and  ge- 
aeral  Stanhope  ordered  a  number  of  arrows  to  be  shot  into 
the  piaoe^  to  whii^h  papers  were  affixed,  written  iu  the 
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Spanish  asiB  French  languages,  contdhing  threats,  that  all 
the  garrison  should  be  sent  to  tlie  mines,  if  they  would  nok 
surrender  before  die  batteries  were  finished.     The  gai^rison 
consisted  of  a  thousand  Spaniards  and  six  hundred  French 
marines,  commanded  by  liolonel  la  Jonquire,  who  imagine4 
that  the  number  of  the  besiegers  amounted  to  at  least  t^ 
thousand,  so  artfully  had  they  been  drawn   up  in  sight  of 
the  enemy.     The  batteries   began  to  play,  and  in  a  little 
time  demolished  four  towers  that  served  as  outworics  to  the 
fort:  then  they  made  a  breach  in  the  outward  wall,  through 
which  brigadier  Wade,  at  the  head  of  the  grenadiers,  stormed 
a  redoubt,  with  such  extraordinary  valour  as  struck  the  be- 
sieged with  constematioD.  On  the  second  or  third  day.  they 
thought  proper 'to«  beat  a  parley,  and  capitulate,  on  con- 
dition, that  they  should  march  out  with   the  honours  of 
war :  that  the  Spaniards  should  be  transferred  to  Murcit^ 
and  the  French  to  Toulon.     These   last,  however,  were 
detained,  by  way  of  reprisal  for  the  garrison  of  Denia* 
The  Spanish  governor  was;  so  mortified  when  he  learned 
the  real  number  of  the  besiegers,  that  on  his  arrival  at 
Murcia  he  threw  himself  out  of  a  window  in  despair,  and 
was  killed  upon  the  spot*  *  La   Jonquire  was  confined  foi; 
lifcy  and  all  the  French  officers  incurred  their  master's  dis- 
pleasure.    Fort   St.    Philip   being   thus'  reduced,  to  the 
amazement  of  all  Europe,  and  the  garrison  of  Port  f  or- 
nelles  having  surrendered  themselves  prisoners  to  the  ad"* 
mirals  Leake  and  Whitaker,  the  inhabitants  gladly  submitted 
to  the  English  government,  for  king  Philip  had  oppressed 
and  deprived  them  of  their .  privileges :  general  Stanhope 
appointed  colonel  Petit  governor  of  Fort  St.  Philip,  and 
deputy  governor  of  the  whple  island.     After  this  important 
conquest  he  returned  to  the  army  in  Spain,  where  an  unsuc- 
cessful attempt  to  surprise  Tortosa<  finished,  the'  operations 
of  the  campaign. 

^  XL.  The  British  fleet  not  only  contributed  to  the  te^ 
duction  of  Minorca,  but  likewise  overanxd  the  pope,  wfab 
had  endeavoured  to  form  a  league  of  the  princes  in  lisiy 
against  the  emperor.  This  pontiff  had  manifested  his  par^ 
tiality  to  the  house  of  Bourbon  in  such  a  palpable  manner^ 
that  his  Imperial  majesty  ordered  monsieur  de  Bonneval  to 
march  with  the  troops  that  were  in  Italy,  reinforced  by 


those  beUmging  to  the  duke  of  Modeiia^  fmd  invade  the 
dutchy  of  Ferrara.  He  accordingly  took  possession  of 
Comachio  and  som^e  other  places,  pretending  they  were 
allodial  estate^  belonging  to  the  duke  of  Modena,  and  fiefs 
of  the  emperor,  to  which  the  holy  see  had  no  lawful  claim. 
The  viceroy  of  Naples  was  forbid  to  remit  any  money  to 
]$ome;  and  the  council  of  the  kingdom  drew  up  a  long 
memorial,  contaiping  the  pretensions  of  his  catholic  ma- 
jesty, which  struck  at  the  very  foundation  of  the  pope's 
temporal  power.  His  holiness  wrote  a  long  remonstrance 
to  the  emperor,  on  the  injustice  of  those  proceedings,  and 
decided  that  he  would  assert  his  cause  though  1^  should  - 
lose  his  life  in  the  contest.  He  forthwith  began  td  raise^ 
an  army,  and  revived  a  plan  of  forming  a  league  among 
the  princes  and  states  of  Italy  for  their  mutual  defence. 
Sir  John  Leak^  had  received  orders  to  bombard  Civita 
Vecchia,  in  resentment  for  the  pope's  having  countenanced 
the  pretender's  expedition  to  Great  Britain,  but  as  the 
emperor  and  duke  of  Savoy  hoped  to  effect  an  accom- 
modation with  the  court  of  Rome,  they  prevailed  upon 
the  English  admiral  to  suspend  hostilities  until  they  should 
have  tried  the  method  of  negotiation.  The  marquis  de 
Prie,  a  Piedmontese  nobleman,  was  sent  as  ambassador  to 
Rome  i  but  the  pope  would  not  receive  him  in  that  quality. 
Elated,  with  the  promises  of  France,  he  set  the  emperor  at 
defiance ;  and  his  troops  having  surprised  a  body  of  Impe- 
rialists, were  so  barbarous  as  to  cut  them  all  in  pieces. 
The  duke  of  Savoy  having  ended  the  campaign,  the  troops 
of  the  emperor,  which  had  served  under  liiat  prince,  w^re 
ordered  tq  march  into  the  papal  territories,  and  drove  the 
forces  of  his  holiness  before  them,  without  any  regard  to 
number.  Bologna  capitulated :  and  Rome  began  to  trem- 
ble with  the  apprehension  of  being  once  more  sacked  by  a 
German  army.  Then  the  pope's  courage  failed;  he  was 
g^ad  to  admit  the  marquis  de  Prie  as  envoy  from  the  em- 
peror. He  consented  to  disband  his  new  levies ;  to  accom- 
modate the  Imperial  troops  with  winter  quarters  i;i  the 
papal  territories;  to  grant  the  investiture  of  N^les  to  king 
Charles ;  and  to  allow  at  all  times  a  passage  to  the  Imperial 
troops  through  his  dominions.  On  the  Upper  Rhine  the 
electors  of  Bavaria  and  Hanqver  were  so  weak,  that  the^' 
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could  not  undertake  any  thing  of  consequence  ugaiast  each 
othor.  In  Hungary  the  disputes  stxU  continued  between 
the  emperor  and  the  malcontents.  Poland  was  at  length 
delivered  from  the  oppression  exercised  by  the  king  of 
Sweden,  who  marched  into  the  Ukraine  against  the  czar 
of  Muscovy,  notwithstanding  the  submission  with  which 
that  monarch  endeavoured  to  appease  his  indignation* 
During  the  course  of  this  year  the  English  merchants 
sustained  no  considerable  losses  by  sea :  the  cruisers  were 
judiciously*  stationed,  and  the  trade  was  regularly  supplied 
with  convoys.  In  the  West  Indies  commodore  Wager 
-destroyed  the  admiral  of  the  galleons,  and  took  the  rear- 
admiral  on  the  coast  of  Carthagena.  Had  the  officers  of 
Ms  squadron  done  their  duty,  the  greatest  part  of  the  fleet 
would  have  fallen  into  his  hands.  At  his  return  to  Jamaica 
two  of  his  captains  were  tried  by  a  court  martial,  and  dis- 
missed from  the  service. 

§  XLI.  The  court  of  England  was  about  this  time  not 
a  little  disquieted,  by  the  consequences  of  an  outrage  com-» 
mitted  on  the  person  of  the  count  de  Mate<^,  the  Muscovite 
ambassador.  He  was  publicly  arrested  at  the  suit  of  a 
laceman,  and  maltreated  by  the  bailiffs,  who  dragged  hint 
to  prison,  where  he  continued  until  he  was  bailed  by  the- 
earl  of  Feversham.  Incensed  at  this  insult,  he  demanded 
redress  of  the  government,  and  was  seconded  in  his  remon* 
strances  by  the  ministers  of  the  emperor,^  the  king  of  Prus- 
sia, and  several  other  foreign  potentates.  The  queen 
expressed  uncommon  indignation  against  the  auth<H^  of 
this  violence,  who  were  immediately  apprehended,  and 
orders  were  given  ^o  prosecute  them  with  the  utmost  se- 
verity of  the  law.  Mateof  repeated  the  complaints  with 
great  acrimony;  and  Mr.  Secretary  Boyle  assured  him, 
in  the  queen's  name,  that  he  should  have  ample  satisfac- 
tion. Notwithstanding  this  assurance,  he  demanded  a 
pass  for  himself  and  family ;  refused  the  ordinary  |)reseats 
at  his  departure ;  and  retired  to  Holland.  '  From  thence 
he  transmitted  a  memorial,  with  a  letter  from  the  czar 
to  the  queen,  insisting  upon  her  punishing  with  death  all 
the  persons  concerned  in  violating  the  law  of  nations  upon 
the  person  of  his  ambassador.  Such  punishment  being  alto- 
gether inconsistent  with  the  laws  of  England,  the  queen  and 


ber  mimstry  were  extremely  perplexed,  and  held  several 
councils,  tp  deliberate  upon  the  measures  psoper  to  be  taken 
on  such  an  occasion.  On  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  October, 
prince  George  of  Denmark  died  of  an  asthma  and  dropsy, 
with  which  he  had  been  long  afRicted*  He  was  a  prince  of 
an  amiat|le  rather  than  a  shining  character,  brave,  goodna- 
tured,  modest,  and  humane,  but  devoid  of  great  talents  and 
ambition*  He  had  always  lived  in  harmony  with  the  queen, 
who  during  the  whole  term  of  their  union,  ^nd  especially 
in  his  last  illness,  approved  herself  a  pattern  of  conjugal 
truth  and  tenderness.  At  his  death  the  earl  of  Pembroke 
was  created  lord,  high  admiral,  the  earl  of  Wharton  promo- 
ted to  the  government  of  Ireland,  and  lord  Somers  appointed 
president  of  the  council. .  Notwithstanding  these  promotions 
of  the  whig  noblemen,  the  duke  of  Marlborough  declined 
apace  in  his  credit  with  the  queen,  who  privately  consulted 
and  reposed  her  chief  confidence  in  Mr.  Harley,  though  he 
)iad  no  visible  concern  in  the  administration. 

$  XLII.  The  new  parliament,  in  whrch  the  whig  in- 
terest still  preponderated,  was  assembled  on  the  sixteenth  , 
day  of  November,  when  they  were  given  to  understand,  by 
a  comm^sion  under  the  great  seal,  that  the  archbishp*p  of 
Canterbury,  the  chancellor,  the  lord,  treasurer,  the  lord 
steward,  a^d  the  master  of  the  horse,  were  appointed  to 
represent  the  person  of  her  majesty,  whom  decency  would 
not  permit  to  appear  in  the  house  so  soon  after  the  4^ath 
of  her  consort.  Sir  Richard  Onslow  being  chosen  speaker 
of  the  lower  house  with  the  queen's  approbation,  the 
chancellor,  in  a  speech  to  both  houses,  recommended 
the  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war,  telling  them  her 
majesty  hoped  they  would  enable  her  to  make  a  consider^ 
able  augmentation  for  preserving  and  improving  the  ad- 
vantages which  the  allies  had  gained  in  the  Netherlands : 
that  she  desired  they  would  prepare  such  bills  as  might 
confirm  and  render  the  union  eiFectual;  and  that  if  they 
would  propose  means  for  the  advancement  of  trade  and  man- 
ufacture, she  would  take  pleasure  in  enacting  such  provisions. 
Both  houses  having  presented  addresses  of  condolence  and 
congratulation,  on  the  death  of  prince  George,  and  the  suc- 
cess of  her  majesty's  arms  during  the  last  campaign,  the 
commons  took  cognisance  of  controverted  elections,  which 
Vol.  II.  I 
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were  decided  with  shameful  partiality  for  the  whig  faetion. 
Then  they  proceeded  to  consider  the  different  branches  of 
the  supply :  they  approved  of  an  augmentation  of  ten  thou- 
sand men,  which  was  judged  necessary  for  the  more  vigor- 
ous prosecution  of  the  war ;  and  they  Voted  above  seven 
millions  for  the  service  of  the  ensuing  year.  The  bank 
agreed  to  circulate  two  millions  five  hundred  thousand 
pounds  in  exchequer  bills,  for  the  government,  on  conciitioii 
that  the  term  of  their  continuance  should  be  prolonged  for 
one-and-twenty  years ;  and  that  thnr  stock  of  two  millions 
two  hundred  and  one  thousand  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
one  pounds  should  be  doubled  by  a  new  subscription.  The 
two  thirds  subsidy  was  appropriated  for  the  interest  of  the 
money  raised  by  this  expedient. 

$  X1.III.  Great  debates  having  arisen  about  Scottish 
elections,  the  house  considered  the  petitions  and  repre- 
sentations that  were  delivered,  touching  the  incapacity  of 
the  eldest  sons  of  Scottish  peers,  excluded  from  sitting  in 
the  parliament  of  Great  Britain.  Counsel  being  heard 
upon  the  subject^  that  incapacity  was  confirmed,  and  new 
writs  were  issued,  that  new  members  might  be  elected  for 
the  shires  of  Aberdeen  and  Linlithgow,  in  the  rpom  of 
.  William  lord  Haddo,  and  James  16rd  Johnstown.  Petitions 
were  likewise  presented  to  the  house  of  lords  by  some 
Scottish  peers,  concerning  their  right  of  voting,  and  signing 
proxies.  After  warm  debates,  the  house,  upon  a  division, 
determined  that  a  Scottish  lord  created  a  peer  of  Great 
Britain  should  no  longer  retain  his  vote  in  Scodand :  and 
that  the  noblemen  who  were  in  the  castle  of  Edinburgh  had 
a  right  to  sign  proxies,  after  having  taken  the  oaths  to  the 
government.  The  Scottish  peers  and  commoners  that  sat 
in  the  British  parliament  were  divided  into  two  factions. 
The  duke  of  Queensberry  was  in  great  credit  with  the 
que^n  and  the  lord  treasurer,  by  whose  interest  he  was 
appointed  secretary  of  state  for  Scotland.  Hi9  influence  in 
flections  was  so  great,  that  all  offices  in  that  kingdom  were 
bestowed  according  to  his  recommendation.  He  was  op- 
posed by  the  dukes  of  Hamilton,  Montrose,  and  Rox- 
borough,  who  were  supported  by  the  earl  of  Sunderland 
end  lord  Somers ;  so  that  the  whole  interest  in  that  country 
was  engrossed  by  one  or  other  member  ef  the  ministry. 
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A  bill  for  a  general  naturaKzation  of  all'  protestants  wa$ 
brought  into  the  house,  and  notwithstanding  violent  oppo* 
•ttion  from  the  dories,  both  among  the  lords  and  commons, 
was  enacted  into  a  .law.  The  whig9  argued  for  this  bill, 
as  a  measure  that  would  encourage  industry,  improve  trade 
and  manufacture,  and  repair  the  wa^te  of  men  which  the 
war  had  occasioned ;  but  one  of  their  chief  motives  was  to 
throw  an  addition  ,>of  forergpers  into  the  balance  against  the 
landed  interest.  The  tories  pleaded  that  a  conflux  of 
aliens  might  prove  dangerous  to  the  constitution:  that 
they  would  retain  a  fondness  of  their  native  countries,  and, 
in  times  of  war,  act  as  spies  and  enemies :  that  they  would 
insinuate  themselves  into  places  of  trust  and  profit ;  become 
members  of  parliament;  and  by  frequent  intermarriages 
contribute  to  the  extinction  of  the  English  race :  that  they 
would  add  to  the  number  of  the  poor,  already  so  expen- 
sive I  and  share  the  bread  of  the  labourers  and  tradesmen 
of  England. 

§  XLIV.  An  inquiry  being  set  on  foot  in  both  houses, 
concerning  the  late  intended  invasion  of  Scotland,  lord 
Haversham  and  the  other  tory  ^meinbers  endeavoured  to 
demonstrate,  that  proper  precautions  had  not  been  taken 
for  the  security  of  that  kingdom,  even  after  the  ministry 
had  received  undoubted  intelligence  of  the  pretender's  de- 
sign :  that  since  the  attempt  had  miscarried,  many  persons 
of  quality  had  been  apprehended,  and  severely  used  by  the 
government,  on  pretended  suspicion  of  high  treason; 
diough  in  all  probability,  the  aim  of  the '  ministry,  in 
confining  those  persons,  was  to  remove  all  possibility  of 
their  opposing  the  court  at  the  ensuing  elections  for  mem- 
bers of  parliament.  These  assertions  were  supported  by 
many  incontested  facts  and  shrewd  arguments,  notwith- 
standing which,  the  majority  were  so  little  disposed  to  find 
fault,  that  the  inquiry  issued  in  a.  joint  address  to  the 
queen,  cont^ning  resolutions.  That  timely  and  effectual 
care  had  been  taken  to  disappoint  the  designs  of  her 
majesty's  enemies,  both  at  home  and  abroad.  A  bill, 
however,  was  brought  into  the  house  of  lords,  under  the 
title  of  **  An  act  for ,  improving  the  union  of  the  two 
**  kingdoms."  It  related  to  trials  for  treason  in  Scotland, 
trhich  by  this  law  were' regulated  according  to  the  mai^ner 
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of  proceeding  in  England,  with  sbme  sttiall  vAriAtlon.  The 
Scottish  metnbers  opposed  it  as  an  encroachment  upon  th^ 
form  of  their  laws :  atid  thej^  Were  joined  by  those  who 
had  laid  it  down  as  a  maxim  to  oppose  all  the  court 
measures:  nevertheless,  the  bill  passed  through  both 
houses,  and  received  the  royal  assent*  Yet,  in  ordet  to 
sweeten  this  unpalatable  medicine,  the  queen  consented  to 
an  act  of  grace,  by  which  all  treasons  were  pardbffed,  ex- 
cept those  committed  on  the  high  ^eas :  dn  exceptioik 
levelled  at  those  who  had  embarked  with  the  pretender. 
Major  general  W^bb,  who  had  been  defrauded  of  his  due 
honour,  in  a  partial  representation  of  the  battle  of  Wynen- 
dale,  transmitted  by  Cardonnel,  secretary  to  the  duke  of 
Marlborough,  was  now  thanked  by  the  house  of  commons 
for  the  great  and  eminent  services  which  he  had  performed 
in  that  engagement.*'  This  motion  was  made  by  the  tories; 
and  the  whigs  did  not  fail  to  procure  a  compliment  of  the 
same  nature  to  the  duke  of  Marlborough,  even  before  he 
returned  to  England.  When  the  news  of  Cheneys  being 
taken  arrived,  the  lords  and  conimons  congratulated  the 
^uecn  on  this  last  effort  of  a  glorious  campaign ;  and  the 
duke,  at  his  arrival,  was  thanked,  in  the  name  of  the  peers, 
by  the  lord  chancellor.  As  he  was  supposed  to  have  brought 
<jvei*  proposals  of  peace,  the  .two  houses,  in  an  address^ 
Seslrcd  the  queen  would  insist  oti  thfc  demolition  of  Dun-* 
kirk,  which  was  a  nest  of  pirates  that  infested  the  oceati, 
and  did  infinite  prejudice  to  the  commeirce  df  England* 
The  queen  promised  to  comply  With  their  request.  But 
she  was  not  a  little  surprised  at  the  next  address  they  pre« 
sented,  humbly  entreating,  that  she  Would  have  such  in* 
dulgence  to  the  hearty  desires  of  her  subjects,  as  to  entertain 
thoughts  of  a  second  marriage.  She  told  them,  that  the 
provision  she  had  made  for  the  protestant  succession 
would  ahvays  be  a  proof  how  much  she  had  at  heart  the 
futui-e  happiness  of  the  -kingdom ;  but  the  subject  of  this 
address  was  of  such  a  nature,  that  she  Was  persuaded  they 
did  not  expect  a  particular  answer. 

.§  "XLV.  The  laws  having  been  found  insufficient  to 
punish  capitally  the  authors  of  the  insult  pfftred  to  the 

k  numet.  Daniel.  Hht  of  th^diikc  of  Mnrlborough.  Mil.  Ittst.  TindaL 
Conduct  xd  the  datehess  of  Marlboroogh.  F«aqutcres.  Qainoy.  Lirei  o(  the 
Admirals.    Hare.    Voltaire.  ^ 


Muscovite  ambassador,  a  bill  was  brought  into  the  house 
of  commons  for  preserving  the  privileges  of  ambassadors 
and  other  foreign  ministers;  and  passed  through  both 
housed :  aa  did  another,  to  prevent  the  laying  of  wagers 
relating  to  the  public,  a  practice  which  had  been  carried  to 
a  degree  of  infatuation ;  and  by  which  many  (inwKry  per- 
sons fell  a  sacrifice  to  crafty  adventurers.  On  the  four- 
teenth day  of  March  the  commons  voted  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  and  three  thousand  two  hundred  and  three  pounds^ 
for  the  relief  of  the  inhabitants  of  Nevis  and  St.  Chris- 
tophers, who  had  suffered  by  the  late  invasion :  add  on 
the  twenty-first  day  of  April  the  parliament  was  pro- 
rogued. The  Muscovite  ambassador  continued  to  write 
expostulatory  letters  to  Mr.  Secretary  Boyle,  who  at  last 
owned,  that  the  taws  of  the  kingdom  did  not  admit  of  such 
punishment  as  he  demanded.  An  information  was  tried 
in  the  court  of  king's  bench  for.  her  majesty  against  Thomas 
Morton,  laceman,  and  thirteen  other  persons  concerned  ia 
the  insult,  of  ^hich  they  were  found  guilty :  and  the 
special  matter  of  the  privileges  of  ambassadors  was  to  be 
argued  next  term  before  the  judges.  Meanwhile,  the 
^een,  by  way  of  satisfaction  to  the  qzar,  condescended 
to  make  solemn  excuses  by  her  ambassador:  to  repair 
Matueof 's  honour  by  a  letter,  and  indemnify  him  for  all 
his  costs  and  damages :  concessions  with  which  the  cza^ 
and  his  ambassador  declared  themselves  .well  satisfied.^ 
The  convocation  had  been  summoned,  chosen,  and  returned 
with  the  new  parliament :  but  as  the  old  spirit  was  sup- 
posed to  prevail  in  the  lower  house,  the  queen,  by  writ  ta 
the  archbishop,  ordered  him  to  prorogue  it  from  time  to- 
time,  until  the  session  of  parliament  was  finished. 
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§  !•  Negotiation  for  peace  ineffectuah  $  !!•  The  allied 
army  besieges  and  takes  Tournay.  §  III»  The  French 
are  defeated  at  Malplaquet.  $  IV.  Mons  surrendered* 
^  V.  Campaign  in  Spain.  §  Vl.  The  French  King's 
proposals  of  treating  rejected  by  the  States  General. 
$  VII.  Account  \  of  Dr.  SachevereL  $  VIII.  Ife  is 
impeached  by  the  Commons.  $  IX.  Sis  trial.  §  X« 
Debates  upon  it  in  the  House  of  Lords*,  $  XI.  He  is 
silenced  for  three  years.  §  XII.  Conferences  at  Ger* 
truydenburgh.  §  XIII.  Pride  and  obstinacy  of  the 
Dutch.  $  XIV.  Douay  besieged  and  taken  by  the  Con^ 
federates^  as  well  as  Bethuncy  Aire^  and  Si.  Venant. 
§  XV.  King  Charles  obtains  a  victory  over  Philip  at 
Saragossa^  and  enters  Madrid.  §  XVI.  Battle  of  VtU 
laviciosa.  $  XVII.  The  Whig  Ministry  disgraced. 
§  XVIII.  The  Parliament  is  dissolved.  $  XIX.  Meet- 
ing  of  the  new  Parliament.  $  XX.  The  Duke  of  Marl- 
borough insulted  and  reviled.  $  XXI.  Inquiry  into  the- 
conduct  of  the  war  in  Spain.  $  XXII.  Severe  votes  in 
the  House  of  Commons  against  those  who  invited  over  the 
poor  Palatines.  $  XXIII.  Harley  stabbed  at  the  Coun- 
cil board  by  .Guiscard;  and  created  Earl  of  Oxford. 
§  XXIV.  Death  of  the  Emperor  Joseph.  %  XX V^ 
Representation  by  the  Commons  to  the  ^teen.  $  XXVI. 
Proceedings  in  the  Convocation.  §  XXVII.  The  Duke 
of  Marlborough  continues  to  command  the  allied  army. 
§  XXVIII.  He  surprises  the  French  lines.  $  XXIX. 
Reduces  Bouchain.  $  XXX.  The  Duke  of  Argyle  com- 
mands the  British  troops  in  Spain.  King  Charles  elected 
Emperor.  $  XXXI.  Expedition  to  Canada.  $  XXXII. 
Insolence  of  the  Jacobites  in  Scotland.  §  XXXIII.  A 
negotiation  set  on  foot  between  the  Courts  of  France  and 
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England.  $  XXXIV.  Prior  is  sent  to  FontainbUau. 
$  XXXV.  Menager  arrives '  privaiely  in  England. 
\  XXXVI.  The  French  King^s  proposals  disagreeable 
to  the  Allies.  $  XXXVIl.  Violent  debates  upon  them 
hi  the  House  of  Lords.  $  XXXVIII.  The  Duke  of 
Hamilton's  title  of  Duke  of  Brandon  disallowed.  Bill 
against  occasional  Conformity  passes.  $  XXXIX.  Duke 
of  Marlborough  dismissed  from  all  his  employments. 
Twehe  new  Peers  created.  $  XL.  Prince  Eugene  bf 
Savoy  arrives  in  England.  $  XLI.  Walpole  expelled  the 
House  of  Commons^  $  XLIL  Votes  against  the  Duke 
of  jUarlborough.  $  XLIII.  Resolutions  against  the 
Barrier  treaty  and  the  Dutch.  $  XLIV.  Acts  unfa- 
vQurable  to  the  Presbyterian  discipline  in  Scotland. 

$  I.  THE  French  king  was  by  this  time' reduced 
to  such  a  state  of  humiliation  by  the  losses  of  the  last 
campaign,  and  a  severe  winter,  which  completed  the  nii&ery 
of  his  subjects,  that  he  resolved  to  sacrifice  all  the  conside* 
rations  of  pride  and  ambition,  as  well  as  the  interest  of 
his  grandson,  to  his  desire  of  peace,  which  was  now  be- 
come so  necessary  and  indispensable.  He  despatched  the 
president  Rouill6  privately  to  Holland,  with  general  pro- 
posals of  peace,  and  the  offer  of  a  good  barrier  to  the 
states  general,  stijl  enteruining  hopes  of  being  able  to  de- 
tach them  from  the  confederacy.  This  minister  conferred 
in  secret  with  Buys  and  Vanderdussen,  the  pensionaries  of 
Amsterdam  and  Gouda,  at  Moerdyke,  from  whence  he  ' 
was  permitted  to  prpceed  to  Woerden,  between  Leyden 
and  Utrecht.  The  States  immediately  communicated  his 
proposals  to  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Great  Britain* 
Prince  Eugene  and  the  duke  of  Marlborough  arrived  at 
the  Hague  in  April,  and  conferred  with  the  grand  pension- 
ary Heinsius,  Buys,  and  Vanderdussen,  on  the  subject  of 
the  French  proposals,  which  were  deemed  unsatisfactory. 
Rouilie  immediately  despatched  a  courier  to  Paris,  for 
further  instructions;  and  the  duke  of  Marlborough  re- 
turned to  England,  to  make  the  queen  acquainted  with  the 
progress  of  the  negotiation.  Lewis,  in  order  to  convince 
the  States  of  his  sincerity,  sent  the  marquis  de  Torcy,  his 
secretary  for  fcLrei|;n  aflairS|  to  the  Hague,  with  fresh  of- 
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fers,  to  Avhich  the  deputies  ifbuld  make  no  answer  until 
they  knqw  the  sentiments  of  the  queen  of  Great  Britain. 
The  duke  of  Marlborough  crossed  the  seas  a  second  time^ 
accompanied  by  the  lord  viscount  Toitrnshend^  as  ambassa- 
dor extraordinary,  and  joint  plenipotentiary :  Prince  Eu- 
gene being  likewise  at  the  Hague,  the  conferences  were  ^ 
begun.     The  French    minister   declared  that   his  master 
would  consent  to  the   demolition  of  Dunkirk  :    that  he 
would  abandon  thcr pretender,  and  dismiss  him  from  bis. 
dominions :  that  he'  would  acknowledge  the  queenV  title 
and  the  protestant  succession ;  that  he  would  renounce  all 
pretensions  to  the  Spanish  monarchy,  and  cede  the  places 
in  the  Netherlands  which  the  states  general  demanded  for 
their  barrier ;  that  he  wpuld  treat  with  the  emperor  on  the 
footing  of  the  treaty  concluded  at  Ryswick,  and  even  de- 
molish the  fortifications  of  Slrnsburgh.     The  ministers  of 
the    allies,  rendered    proud  -and  wanton  by  success,  aa4 
seeing  their  own  private  interest  in  the  continuation  of  tb« 
wrar,  insisted  upon  the  restitution  of  the  Upper  .and  Lower 
Alsace  to  the  empire ;  upon  ^he  French  monarch's  resto- 
ring  Strasburgh  in  its  present  conditfon ;  upon  his  ceding 
ihe  town  and  castelluny  of   Lisle,  deinolishing  Dunkirk,- 
New  Brisac,    Fort   Louis,  ai;d    Hiinninj^cn.     In  a  word, 
their  demands  were  so  insolpnt,  th;K  LiHvi^  would  not  have 
sidrcrtd  tlie.u  to  be  mentioned  in  hi:i  hearing,  had  not  h« 
been   rcaaccd   to   the   last  degree  of  distress.     One  caa 
hardly  read  them  without  feeling  a  sentiment  of  compas- 
sion for  that  monarch,  who  had  oncfe  given  law  to  Europe., 
fiind  been  so   long  accustomed  to  victory  and   conquest* 
Notwithstanding  the  discouraging  despatches  he  h:ul  re- 
jceived  from  the  president  RouUlc,  after  his  first  conferences 
>with    the    deputies,  he   could  not   believe   that  the  Dutch 
•  would  be  so  blind  to  their  own   interest,  as  to  reject  the 
advantages  iu  commerce,  and  the  barrier   which  he  had 
ofiVrt^l.      He  could  not  conceive  ihat  they  would  choqse  tQ 
bear  the  burden  p(  excessive  taxes  in  prosecuting  a  war, 
the  events   of   which  would  always  lie  uncertain,  r^ithcr 
than  enjoy  th«  blessings  of  p'/icc,  security,  and  advantage* 
ous  commerce  ;  he  fl lettered  himself,  that  the  allies  'woul4 
not  so  far  deviate  ft  om  thtir  purposed  aim  of  establishing 
a  bulatuc  of  power,  as  to  throw  such  m  enormous  weighjL 
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into  the  scale  of  the  house  of  Austria,  which  cherished  all 
the  dangerous  ambition  and  arbitrary  principles  without  the 
Hberality  of  sentiment  peculiar  to  the  house  of  Bourbon. 
In  proportion  as  they  arose  in  their  demands,  Lewis  fell  in 
his  condescension.  His  secretary  of  state,  the  marquis  de 
Torcy,  posted  in  disguise  to  Holland,  on  the  faith  of  a  cohi- 
mon  blank  passport.  He  solicited,  he  soothed,  he  suppli- 
cated, and  made  concessions  in  the  name  of  his  sovereign. 
He  found  the  States  were  wholly  guided  by  the  influence 
of  prince  Eugene  and  the  duke  of  Marlborough.  He 
found  these  generals  elated,  haughty,  overbearing,  and  im- 
placable«  He  in  private  attacked  the  duke  of  Marlborough 
on  his  weakest  side :  he  offered  to  that  nobleman  a  large 
sum  of  money,  provided  he  would  effect  a  peace  on  certain 
conditions.  The  proposal  was  rejected.  The  duke  found 
his  enemies  in  England  increasing,  and  his  credit  at  court 
in  Ae  wane ;  and  he  knew  that  nothing  but  a  continuation 
of  the  war,  and  new  victories,  could  support  his  influence 
hi  England.  Torcy  was  sensible  that  his  country  was  ut- 
terly exhausted :  that  Lewis  dreaded  nothing  so  much  as 
the  qpening  of  the  campaign ;  and  he  agreed  to  those  arti- 
cles upon  which  they  insisted  as  preliminaries.  The 
French  king  was  confounded  at  these  proposals :  he  felt 
the  complicated  pangs  of  grief,  shame,  and  indignation. 
He  rejected  the  preliminaries  with  disdain.  He  even 
deigned  to  submit  his  conduct  to  the  judgment  of  his  sub- 
jects. His  offers  were  published,  together  with  the  de- 
mands of  the  allies.  His  people  interested  themselves  in 
the  glory  of  their  monarch.  They  exclaimed  against  the 
cruelty  and  arrogance  of  his  enemies.  Though  impover- 
ished and  half  starved  by  the  war,  they  resolved  to  expend 
Aeir  wh(4e  substance  in  his  support :  and  rather  to  fight 
.  his  battles  without  pay,  than  leave  him  in  the  dire  necessity 
of  complying  with  such  dishonourable  terms.  Animated 
by  these  sentiments,  they  made  such  efforts  as  amazed  the 
whole  world.  The  preliilninaries  being  rejected  by  the 
French  king,  Rouille  was  ordered  to  quit  Holland  in  four- 
and-twenty  hours;  and  the  generals  of  the  confederates' 
resolved  to  open  the  campaign  without  further  hesitation. 

$  IL  Prince  Eugene  and  the  duke  of   Marlborough 
pTOceeded  to  Flanders,  and  towards  the  end  of  June  the 
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allied  ^army  encamped  in  the  plain  of  Lisle,  to  the  aiunber 
of  one  hundred  and  ten  thousand  fighting  men.  At  the 
same  time  the  mareschal  Villars,  accounted  the  most  for- 
tunate general  yi  France,  assembled  the  French  forces  ui 
the  plain  of  Lens,  where  he  began  to  throw  up^  intrench- 
ments.  The  confederate  generals  having  obseFved  hii 
situation,  and  perceiving  he  could  not  be  attacked  with  any 
probability  of  success,  resolved  to  undertake  the  siege  of 
Tournay,  the  garrison  of  which  Villars  bad  imprudently 
weakcntid.  Accordingly,  they  made  a  feint  upon  Ypres, 
in  order  to  deceive  the  enemy,  and  convert  all  their  atten- 
tion to  that  side,  while  they  suddenly  invested  Touroay  oa 
the  twenty-seventh  day  of  June.  Though  the  garrison 
did  not  exceed  twelve  weakened  battalions,  and  four  squa- 
drons of  dragoons,  the  place  was  so  strong,  both  by  art  aii4 
nature,  and  lieutenant  de  Surville,  the  governor,  possessed 
such  admirable  talents,  that  the  siege  was  protracted,  coa* 
trzry  to  the  expectation  of  the  allies,  and  cost  them  a  greAt 
number  of  men,  itotwithstanding  all  the  precautions  that 
could  be  taken  for  the  safety  of  the  troops.  As  the  be- 
siegers proceeded  by  the  method  of  sap,  th^ir  miners  fre« 
quently  met  with  those  of  the  enemy  under  ground,  and 
fought  with  bayonet  and  pistol.  The  volufiteers  on  botk 
^ides  presented  themselves  to  these  subterraneous  combats, 
in  the  midst  of  mines  and  count^trmines  ready  primed  for 
explosion.  Sometimes  they  were  kindled  by  accident,  and 
sometimes  sprung  by  design ;  so  that  great  numbers  of 
those  brave  men  were  stifled  below,  and  whole  battalions 
blown  into  the  air,  or  buried  in  the  rubbish*  On  th^ 
twenty^eighth  day  of  July,  the  besiegers  having  effected  a 
practicable  breach,  and  made  the  necessary  dispositions  for  - 
a  general  assault,  the  enemy  offered  to  capitulate  :  the  towfi 
was  surrendered  upon  conditions,  and  the  garrison  retired 
to  the  citadel,  Surville  likewise  entered  into  a  treaty  about 
giving  up  the  citadel :  the  articles  being  sent  to  the  court 
of  Versailles,  Lewis  would  not  ratify  them,  except  upon 
condition  that  there  should  be  a  general  cessation  in  the 
Netherlands  till  the  fifth  day  of  September.  Hostilities 
were  renewed  on  the  eighth  day  of  August,  and  prose- 
cuted with  uncommon  ardour  and  animosity.  On  the 
thirtieth,  Surville  desired  to  capitulate  on  certain  articlMi, 
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irbtcfa  iret'e  rejected  by  the  duke  of  Marlboroitgh,  who 
gave  hkii  to  understand  that  he  had  no  terms  to  expect, 
but  must  surrender  at  discretion.  At  length,  hts  provision 
being  quite  exhausted,  he  was  obliged  to  surrender  himself 
and  bia  garrison  prisoners  of  war,  though  they  were  per- 
flutted  to  return  to  France,  on  giving  their  parol  that  they 
would  not  act  in  the  field  until  a  like  number  of  the  allies 
should  be  released. 

$  III.  The  next  object  that  attracted  the  eyes  of  the 
confederates  was  the  city  of  Mons,  which  they  resolved  to 
besiege  with  afi  possible  expedition.  They  passed  the 
Scheldt  on  the  third  day  of  September,  and  detached  the 
prince  of  Hesse  to  attack  the  French  lines  from  the  Uaisne 
U>  the  Sombre,  wluch  were  abandoned  at  his  approach. 
On  the  seventh  day  of  Septemb^^r,  mareschal  de  Boufflers 
arrived  in  the  French  camp  at  Quievrain^  content  to  act  in 
an  inferior  capacity  to  Villars,  although  his  superior  in 
point  of -seniority*  The  duke  of  Marlborough  having 
received  advice  that  the  French  were  on  their  march  to^ 
attack  the  advanced  body  under  the  prince  of  Hesse^  de- 
camped from  HavrC)  in  order  to  support  that  detachment. 
Ob  the  ninth  the  allies  made  a  motion  to  the  left,  by  which 
the  two  armies  were  brought  so  near  each  other,  that  a 
owtual  cannonading  ensued.  The  Ffench  army,  amount- 
ing to  one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  men,  were  posted 
behind  the  woods  of  La  Merte  and  Tanieres,  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Malplaquet*  The  confederates,  nearly  of  the 
same  number,  encamped  with  the  right  near  Sart  and  Ble- 
ren^  and  the  left  on  the  edge  of  the  Wx>od  of  Lagniere ; 
die  head  quarterir  being  at  Blaregnies.  The  ehemy,  in- 
stead of  attacking  the  allies,  began  to  fortify  their  camp, 
which.  w«w  naturally  sthong,  with  triple  intreaehments.  In 
a  word,  diey  were  so  covered  widi  lines,  hedges,  intrench- 
neota,  cannon,  and  trees  laid  across,  that  they  seemed  to 
br  quite  inacceissible.  Had  the  confederates  attacked  them 
on  the  nmth,  tte  battle  would  not  hav«  been  so  blopdy^ 
and  the  victory  would  have  proved  mo^  decisive;  for 
they  had  not  then  begun  to  secure  the  cainp>  but  Marlbo^ 
nmgh  postponed  tb<tf  enga^meot  until  they  should  be  rein- 
forced by  eighteen  btsikalions  which  had  been  employed  in 
the  siege-  of  Tournay ;  and  in  the.  mean  time,  the  Freifich 
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fortified'  themselves  with  incredible  diligence  and  despatch* 
On  the  eleventh  day  of  September,  early  in  the  mornings 
the  confederates,  favoured  by  .a  thick  fog,  erected  batteries 
on  each  wing,  and  in  the  centre :  and  about  eight  o'clock^ 
the  weather  clearing  up,  the  attack  began.  £ighty-«ix  bat- 
talions on  the  right,  commanded  by  general  Schuylem- 
burgh,  the  duke  of  Argyle,  and  other  generals,  and 
supported  by  two-and-twenty  battalions  under  count  Lot- 
turn,  attacked  the  left  of  the  enemy  with  such  vigour,  that 
notwithstanding  their  lines  and  barricadoes,  they  w<ere  m 
less  than  an  hour  driven  from  their  intrenchments  into  the 
woods  of  Sart  and  Tanieres.  The  prince  of  Orange  and 
baron  Fagel,  with  six- and- thirty  Dutch  battalions,  advan- 
ced against  the  right  of  the  enemy,  posted  in  the  wood  of 
La  Merte,  and  covered  with  three  intrenchments.  Here 
the  battle  was  maintained  with  the  most  desperate  courage 
on  both  sides.  The  Dutch  obliged  the  French  to  quit  the 
iirst  intrenchment  j  but  were  repulsed  from  the  second  with 
great  slaughter.  The  prince  of  Orange  persisted  in*  his 
efforts  with  incredible  perseverance  and  intrepidity,  evea 
after  two  horses  had  been  killed  under  him,* and  the  greater 
part  of  his  officers  either  slain  or  disabled.  The  French 
fought  with  an  obstinacy  of  courage  that  bordered  on  des- 
pair, till  seeing  their  lines  forced,  their  left  wing  and  centre 
giving  way,  and  their  general^  Villar&,  dangerously  wound- 
ed, they  made  an  excellent  retreat  towards  Bavay,  under 
the  conduct  of  Boufflers,  and  took  post  between  Quesnoy 
and  Valenciennes.  The  field  of  battle  they  abandoned  t» 
the  confederates,  with  about  forty  colours  and  standards^ 
sixteen  pieces  of  artillery,  and  a  good  namber  of  prison- 
ers ;  but  this  was  the  dearest  victory  the  allies  had  ever 
purchased.  About  twenty  thousand  of  their  best  troops 
were  killed  in  the  engagement ;  whereas  the  enemy  did 
not  lose  half  that  number,  and  retired  at  leisure,  perivetly 
reco\  tred  of  that  apprehension  with  which  they  had  been 
for  some  years  inspired  and  overawed  by  the  miccesaes  of 
their  adversaries.  On  the  side  of  the  allies,  count  iLot-< 
turn,  general  Tettau,  count  Oxienstem^  and  the  marquis  of 
TulUbardine  were  killed,  with  many  other  officers  of  dis- 
tinction. Prince  Eugene  was  slightly  wounded  on  the 
head;    lieutenant  general  Webb  received  a  shot  in  the. 


groin.  The  duke  of  Argyle,  who  distingiushed  hiitiself 
by  extraordinary  feats  Qf  valour,  escaped  unhurt;  but 
several  musket  balls  penetrated  through  his  clothes,  his 
hat^  and  perriwig.  In  the  French  army,  the  chevalier  de 
St.  George  charged  twelve  times  with  the  household  troops, 
•  and  in  the  last  was  wounded  with  a  sword  in  the  arm.  The 
mareschal  de  Villars  confidendy  asserted,  that  if  he  him- 
self had  not  been  disabled,  the  confederates  would  certainly 
have  been  defeated. 

$  IV.  ^  Considering  the  situation  of  the  French, 
the  number  of  their  troops,  and  the  manner  in  which 
they  were  fortified,  nothing  could  be  more  rash  and  im- 
prudent than  the  ^  attack,  which  cost  the  lives  of  so  many 
gallant  men,  and  was  attended  with  so  little  advantage  to' 
the  conquerors.  Perhaps  the  duke  of  Marlborough  thought 
a  victory  was  absolutely  necessary  to  support  his  sinking 
interest  at  the  court  of  Great  Britain.  His  intention  was 
to  have  giveu  battle  before  the  enemy  had  intrenched  them- 
selves ;  but  prince  Eugene  insisted  upon  delaying  the  ac* 
Mn  until  the  reinforcement  should  arrive  from  Toumay* 
The  extraordinary  carnage  is  imputed  to  the  impetuosity  of 
the  prince  of  Orange,  whose  aim  through  this  whole  war, 
was  to  raise  himself  into  consideration  with  the  states  gene-  * 
ral,  by  signal  acts  of  military  prowess.  The  French  having 
retired  to  Valenciennes,  the  allies  were  left  at  liberty  to  be- 
siege Mons,  which  capitulated  about  the  end  of  October ; 
and  both  armie«  were  distributed  in  winter  quarters.  The 
campaign  on  the  Rhine  produced  nothing  but  one  sharp  ac- 
tion, between  a  detachment  of  the  French  army  commanded 
by  the  count  de  Borgh,  and  a  body  of .  troops  under  count 
Merci,  who  had  passed  the  Rhine,  in  order  to  penetrate  in- 
to Franchecompte.  The  Imperial  officer  was  worsted  in 
this  encounter,  with  the  loss  of  two  thousand  men  ;  obliged 
to  repass  the  river,  and  retire  to  Fribourg.  In  Piedmont, 
velt  mareschal  Thaun  commanded  the  confederates,  in  the 
room  of  the  duke  of  Savoy,  who  refused  to  take  the  field  until 
some  differences,  which  had  arisen  between  the  emperor 
and  him,  should  be  adjusted.  Thauu's  desi^  was  tp  be- 
siege firian^on :  but  the  duke  of  Berwick  had  taken  such 
precautions  as  frustrated  his  intention,  though  part  pf  the 
troops  under  the  French  general  wereerapioyed  in  euppres* 
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BiQg'an  insurrection  of  the  Camisars,  and  other  malcontems 
in  ihc  Vivan  z.  They  were  entirely  defeated  in  a  pitch«d 
batde ;  and  Abraham^  one  of  their  leaders,  being  tak^n,  was 
broke  alive  upon  the  wheel ;  chree-and-twenty  were  battgtd, 
and  the  other  prisoners  sent  to  the  galleys.  The  pope  de- 
layed acknowledging  king  Charles,  under  various^  pretences^ 
in  hopes  that  the  campaign  would  prove  favourable  to  the 
house  of  Bourbon ;  till  at  length  the  emperor  giving  bim  to 
understand  that  his  army  should  take  up  their  winter  qnar- 
ters  in  the  ecclesiastical  state,  his  holiness  solemnly  owned 
Charles  as  king  of  Spain,  Naples,  and  Sicily* 

$  V.  The  miliury  operations  in  Spain  and  Portugal 
were  unfavourable  to  the  allies.  On  the  seventh  of  May^ 
the  Portuguese  and  £nglish  were  defeated  at  Caya,  by  the 
Spaniards,  under  the  command  of  the  mareschal  de  Bay* 
The  castle  of  Alicant,  guarded  by  two  English  regiments, 
had  been  besieged,  and  held  out  during  a  whole  winter.  At 
length  the  chevalier  d' Asfeldt  ordered  the  rock  to  be  imder- 
mined,  and  having  lodged  two  hundred  barreb  of  gunpow- 
der,  gave  Syi>urg,  the  governor,  to  understand,  that  two  of 
his  officers  might  conae  out  and  see  the  condition  of  the 
works.  This  offer  being  accepted,  Asfeldt  in  person  ac«> 
companied  them  to  the  mine :  he  told  them  he-  could  not 
bear  the  thoughts  of  seeing  so  many  brave  men  perish  ia 
the  ruins  of  a  place  they  had  so  gallantly  defended ;  and  al- 
lowed them  four-and-twenty  hours  to  consider  on  the  reso- 
lution they  should  tiike.  Syburg  continu«d  deaf  to  his 
remonstrances^  and,  with  an  obstinacy  that  savoured  more 
of  stupidity  than  of  valour,  determined  to  stand  the  explo- 
sion. When  the  sentinels  that  were  posted  on  the  side  of 
the  hill  gave  notice,  by  a  preconcerted  signal,  that  fire  was 
set  to  the  mine,  the  govi^rnor  ordered  the  guard  to  retire^ 
and  walked  out  to  the  parade,  accompanied  by  several  officers. 
The  mine  hving  sprung,  the  rock  opened  under  their  feet, 
and  they  falling  into  the  chasm,  it  instantly  closed^  and 
crushed  them  to  death.  Notv\ith standing  this  dreadful  in- 
cident, colonel  d'Alhon,  who  succL*eded  to  the  command, 
resolved  to  dcfcr«d  the  place:  lo  the  last  extremity.  Sir  Ed- 
ward Whitaker  sailed  from  Barcelona  to  the  relief  of  thft 
place  ;but  the  entmy  had  ertcted  such  works  as  eflectuall^ 
hindered  the  troops  from  landing.    Then  general  Stanhope^ 


who  commanded  them,  capitulated  with  the  Spanish  general 
for  the  garrison,  ^hich  marched  oat  with  all  the  honours  of 
war,  and  was  transported  to  Minorca,  where  the  men  were 
put  into  quarters  of  refreshment*  On  the  frontiers  of  Ca- 
talooia*  general  Staremberg  maintained  his  ground,  and  even 
annoyed  the  enemy.  He  passed  the  Segre,  and  reduced  Ba- 
laguer :  having  left  a  strong  garrison  in  the  place,  he  repass-* 
cd  the  river,  and  sent  his  forces  into  winter  qt^arters.  The 
most  remarkable  event  of  this  summer  was  the  battle  of 
Poultowa,  in  which  the  king  of  Sweden  was  entirely  de- 
feated by  the  czar  of  Muscovy,  and  obliged  to  (ake  refuge 
at  Bender,  a  town  of  Moldavia,  in  the  Turkish  dominions. 
Augustus  immediately  marched  into  Poland  against  Stanis- 
laus, and  renounced  his  own  resignation,  as  if  it  had  been 
the  effect  of"  compulsion.  He  formed  a  project  with  the 
kings  of  Denmark  and  Prussia,  to  attack  the  Swedish  ter- 
ritories in  three  different  places :  but  the  emperor  and  ma- 
ritime powers  prevented  the  execution  of  this'  scheme,  by 
entering  into  a  guarantee  for  preserving  the  peace  of  the 
empire.  Nevertheless,  the  king  of  Denmark  declared  war 
against  Sweden,  and  transported  an  army  over  the  sound  of 
S^honen;  but  they  were  attaqked  and  defeated  by  the 
Swedes,  and  oblig^  >to  reembark  with  the  utmost  precipi- 
tation. The  war  still  continued  to  rage  in  Hungary,  where, 
however,  the  revolters  were  routed  in  many  petty 
engagements. 

^  VI.  Though  the  events  of  the  summer  had  been  less 
onfavouraUe  to  France  than  Lewis  had  reason  to  expect, 
be  saw  that  peace  was  as  necessary  as  ever  to  his  kingdom ; 
but  he  thought  he  might  now  treat  with  some  freedom  and 
dignity.  His  minister,  Torcy,  maintained  a  correspon- 
dence with  Mr.  Petkum,  resident  of  the  duke  of  Holstein 
at  the  Hague :  he  proposed  to  this  minister,  that  the  nego- 
tiation should  be  renewed ;  and  demanded  passes,  by  vir- 
tue of  which  the  French  plenipotentiaries  might  repair  in 
safety  to  Holland.'  In  the  mean  time,  the  French  king 
withdrew  his  troops  from  Spain,  on  pretence  of  demonstra- 
ting his  readiness  to  oblige  the  allies  in  that  particular ; 
though  this  measi^re  was  the  effect  of  necessity,  which 
obliged  him  to  recal  those  troops  for  the  defence  of  his  own 
dominions.     The  states  general  refused  to  grant  passes  to 
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the  French  ministers ;  but  they  allowed  Petkum  to  make  a 
journey  to  Versailles.  Id  the  interim  king  Philip  published 
a  manifesto,  protesting  agatsst  all  that  should  be  transacted 
at  the  Hague  to  hi«  prejudice.  Far  from  yielding  Spain 
and  the  Indies  to  his  competitor,  he  declared  his  intention 
of  driving  Charles  from  those  places  that  were  now  in  his 
possession..  He  named  the  duke  of  Alba,  and  count  Berg^- 
hcyck  for  his  plenipotentiaries,  and  ordered  them  to  notify 
their  credentials  to  the  maritime  powers :  but  no  regard  was 
paid  to  their  intimation.  Philip  tampered  likewise  with 
the  duke  of  Marlborough ;  and  the  marquis  de  Torcy  re- 
newed his  attempts  upon  that  general :  but  all  his  applica- 
tion and  address  proved  ineffectual.  Petkum  brought  back 
from  Versailles  a  kind  of  memorial,  importing,  that  those 
motives  which  influenced  the  French,  before  the  campaign 
was  opened,  no  longer  subsisted :  that  the  winter  season 
naturally  produced  a  cessation  of  arms,  during  which  he 
would  treat  of  a  general  and  reasonable  peace,  without  re- 
stricting himself  to  the  form  of  the  preliminaries  which  the  * 
allies  had  prbtended  to  impose ;  that,  nevertheless,  he  would 
still  treat  on  the  foundation  of  those  conditions  to  which  he 
had  consented,  and  send  plenipotentiaries  to  begin  the  con* 
fcrences  with  those  of  the  allies  on  the  first  day  of  January. 
The  states  general  inveighed  against  this  memorial,  as  a 
proof  of  the  French  king's  insincerity ;  though  he  certainly 
had  a  right  to  retract  those  offers  they  had  formerly  rejected* 
They  came  to  a  resolution,  that  it  was  absolutely  necessary 
to  prosecute  the  war  witl?  vigour ;  and  they  wrote  pressing 
k-tters  on  th«  subject  to  all  their  allies. 

$  VII.  The  parliament  of  Great  Britain  being  assem*- 
hled  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  November,  the  queen .  in  her 
speech  told  both  houses,  that  the  enemy  had  endeavoured; 
by  false  appearances  and  deceitful  insinuations  of  a  desire 
after  peace,  to  create  jealousies  among  the  allies:  that 
God  Almighty  had  been  pleased  to  bless  the  arms  of  the 
confederates  with  a  most  remarkable  victory,  and  other 
successes,  which  had  laid  France  open  to  the  impression  of 
the  allied  arms,  and  consequently  rendered  peace  more 
necessary  to' that  kingdom  than  it  was  at  the  beginning  of 
the  campaign.  She  insisted  updn  the  expediency  of  prose- 
cuting the   advantages  she  had   gained,  by  reducing  that 
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exorbitant  and  oppressive  powe^  which  had  so  long  threat- 
ened ftie  liberties  of  Europe.  The  parliament  were  as 
eager  and  compliant  as  ever.  They  presented  congratula- 
tory addresses:  they  thanked  the  duke  of  Marlborough 
for  his  signal  services;  while  great  part  of  the  nation 
reproached  him  with  having  wantonly  sacrificed  so  many 
thousand  lives  to  his  own  private  interest  and  reputation. 
In  less  than  a  month,  the  commons  granted  upwards  of  six 
millions  for  the  service  of  the  ensuing  year;  and  estab- 
lished a  lottery,  with  oth^r  funds,  to  answer  this  enormous 
supply.  On  the  thirteenth  day  of  December,  Mr.  Dolben, 
son  to  the  late  archbishop  of  York  ^complained  to  the  house 
of  two  sermons  preached  and  published  by  Dr.  Henry 
Sacheverel,  rector  of  St.  Saviours  in  Southwark,  as  con- 
taining positions  contrary  to  revolution  principles,  tathe  pre- 
sent government,  and  the  protcstant  succession.  Sachevef el 
was  a  clergyman  of  narrow  intellects,  and  an  overheated 
imagination.  He  had  acquired  some  popularity  among 
those  who  distinguished  themselves  by  the  name  of  high 
churchmen ;  and  took  all  occasions  to  vent  his  animosity 
against  the  dissenters.  At  the  summer  assizes  at  Derby, 
he  had  held  forth  in  that  strain  before  the  judges;  on  the 
fifth  day  of  November  in  St.  Paul's  church,  he,  in  a  violent  ^ 
declamation,  defended  the  doctrine  of  nonresistance :  in* 
veighed  against  the  toleration  and  dissenters ;  declared  the 
church  was  dangerously  attacked  by  her  enemies;  and 
slightly  defended  by  her  false  friends:  he  sounded  the 
trumpet  for  the  church,  and  exhorted  the  people  to  put  qn 
the  whole  armour  of  God.  Sir  Samuel  Garrard,  the  lord 
mayor,  countenanced  this  harangue,  which  was  published 
under  his  protection,  extolled  by  the  tories,  and  circulated 
all  over  the  naliouk  The  complaint  of  Mr.  Dolben  against 
Sacheverel  was  seconded  in  the  house  of  commons  by 
sir  Peter  King,  and  other  members*  The  most  violent 
paragraphs  were  read ;  the  sermons  .were  voted  scandalous 
and  seditious  libek.  Sacheverel,  being  brought  to  the  bar 
of  the  house,  acknowledged  himself  the  author  of  both,  and 
mentioned  the  encouragement  he  had  received  from  the 
lord  mayor  to  print  that  which  was  entided,  ^^  The  Perils 
^  of  False  Brethren."  Sir  Samuel,  who  was  a  member, 
denied  he  had  evet  given  him  such  encouragement.  The 
Vol.  II.  L 
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'  doctor  being  oi*dered  to  Withdraw,  the  house  resolved  he 
shoald  be  impeached  of  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors  ; 
and  Mr.  Dolben  was  ordered  to  impeach  him  at  the  bar 
of  the  house  of  lords>  in  t^e  name  of  all  the  cditamons  of 
England.  A  committee  was  appointed  to  draw  up  articles, 
and  SacKeverel  was  talcen  into  custody.  At  the  same 
time,  in  order  to  demonstrate  their  own  principles,  they 
resolved,  that  the  reverend  Mr.  Benjamin  HoacHey,  lector 
of  St.  Peter-le-^oor,  fop  having  often  justified  the  principles 
oh  which  her  majesty  and  the  nation  proceeded  in  the  late 
happy  revolution,  had  jusdy  merited  the  favour  and  rccom* 
mendatioh  of  the  house ;  and  they  presented  an  address  to 
the  queen,  beseeching  her  to  bestow  some  dignity  in  the 

'  churcH  on  Mr.  Hoadley,  for  his  eminent  services  both  to 
the  church  and  state.  The  queen  returned  a  civil 'answer, 
though  she  paid  no  regard  to  their  recommendation.  Hoad- 
ley was  a  clergyman  of  sound  understanding,'  unblemished 
character,  and  uncommon  moderation,  who,  in  a  sermon 
preached  befoi^e  the  lord  mayor  of  London,  had  demons- . 

,trated  the  lawfulness  of  resisting  wicked  and  cruel  gover- 
nors; and  vindicated  the  late  revolution.  By  avowing 
such  doctrines,  he  incurred  the  resentment  of  the  high 
churchmen,  who  accused  him  of  having  preached  up  rebel- 
lion. Many  books  were  written  against  the  maxims  he 
professed.  These  he  answered ;  ;ind  in  the  course  of  the 
controversy,  acquitted  himself  with  superior  temper,  judg^ 
ment,  and  solidity  of  argument.  He,  as  well  as  btsh6p 
Burnet,  and  several  other  prelates,  had  been  treated  widi 
great  virulence  in  Sacheverel's  sermon ;  and  the  lord  trea- 
surer was  scurrilously  abused  under  the  name  of  Volp6nc« 
$  VtlU  The  doctor  being  impeached  at  the  bar  of  the 
upper  house,  petitioned  that  he  might  be  admitted  to  bail ; 
but  this  indulgence  was  refused,  and  the  commons  seemed 
bent  upon  prosecuting  him  with  such  severity  as  gave  dis- 
gust to  men  of  moderate  principles.  Meanwhile  the  tories 
were  not  idle.  They  boldly  affirmed  that  the  whigs  had 
fonned  a  design  to 'pull  doWn  the  church;  and  that  this 
prosecution  was  intended  to  try  their  strength,  before  they 
would  proceed  openly  to  the  execution  of  their  project, 
lliese  assertions  were  supported,  and  even  credited  by 
great  part  of  the  clerg}',  who  did  not  fail  to  ahum  and 
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ioflame  their  h^u-ers ;  while  ea^issaries  wect  employed  to 
raise  a  ferment  among  the  populace,  already  prepared  with 
discontent  arising  from  a  scarcity  which  prevailed  in  almost 
every  country  of  Etirope.  The  ministers  magnified  the 
dangers  to  which  the  church  was  exposed,  from  dissenters, 
whigs,  and  lukewarm  prelates.  These  they  represented  as 
the  authors  of  a  ruinous  war,  which,  in  a  little  time  would 
jnxxluce' universal  famine;  and  as  the  imm^di^te  encou- 
ragers  of  those  palatine  refugees  who  had  been  brought 
over,  to  the  number  of  six  thousand,  and  maii^tained  by 
voluntary  contributions  until  they  could  be  convenient^ 
transported  into  Ireland,  and  the  plantations  in  Americfi. 
The  charity  bestowed  upon  those  unhappy  strangers  exas- 
perated the  poor  of  England,  who  felt  severely  the  effects 
of  the  dearth^  and  helped  to  fill  up  the  measure  of  popular 
discontent.  The  articles  against  Dr.  Sacheverel  being  ex- 
hibited, his  person  was  con[imitted  to  the  deputy  usher  of 
the  black  rod ;  but,  afterwards,  the  lords  admitted  him  to 
bail*  Then  he  drew  up  an  answer  to  the  charge,  in  which 
he  denied  some  articles,  and  others  he  endeavoured  tp 
justify  or  extenuate.  The  commons  having  sent  up  a 
replication,  declaring  they  were  ready  to  prove  the  charge, 
the  lords  appointed  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  February, 
for  the  trial  in  Westminster  hall. 

$  DL  The  eyes  of  the  whole  kingdom  were  turned 
4|pon  this  extraordinary  trial.  |t  lasted  three  weeks,  during 
which  all  other  business  was  suspended;  and  the  queen 
herself  was  every  day  present,  though  in  quality  of  a  pri- 
vate spectator.  The  managers  for  the  commons  were  sir. 
Jose|di  Jekyl,  Mr.  Eyre,  solicitor  general,  sir  Peter  King, 
recorder  of  the  city  of  London,  lieutenant  general  St^- 
hopCj  sir  Thomas  Parker,  and  Mr.  Robert  Walpole,  trea- 
surer of  the  navy.  The'  doctor  was  defended  by  sir  Simop 
Jiarcpurt  and  Mr.  Phipps,  and  assisted  by  Dr.  Atterbury, 
Dr.  Soiallridge,  and  Dr.  Friend.  A  vast  multitude  attend- 
ed him  every  day  to  and  from  Westminster  hall,  striving 
to  kiss  his  hand,  and  praying  for  his  deliverance,  as  if  he 
had  been  a  martyr  and  confessor.  The  queen's  sedan  was 
beset  by  the  populace,  exclaiming,  '^  God  bless  your  ma- 
**  jesty  and  the  church.  We  hope  your  majesty  is  for  Dr. 
^'Sacheverel**'     They  compelled  all  persons  to  lift  their 
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hats  to  the  doctor,  ks  he  passed  in  his  coach  to  At  temple, 
where  he  lodged :  and  among  these  some  members  of  par* 
lian^ent,  who  were  abused  and  insulted.  They  destroyed 
several  meetinghouses ;  plundered  the  dwdling  houses  of 
eminent  dissenters ;  and  threatened  to  pull  down  tho8e>of 
the  lord  chancellor,  the  earl  of  Wharton,  and  the  bishop 
of  Sarum.  They  even  proposed  to  attack  the  bank;  so 
that  the  directors  were  obliged  |Lo  send  to  Whitehall  for 
assistance*  The  horse  and  foot  guards  were  immedtatelj 
sent  to  disperse  the  rioters,  who  fled  at  their  approach. 
Next  day  ihe  guards  were  doubled  at  Whitehall,  and  the 
trainbands  of  Westminster  continued  in  arms  during  the 
whole  trial.  The  commons  entreated  the  queen,  in  an 
address,  to  take  effectual  measures  for  auppressing  the 
present  tumults,  set  on  foot  and  fomented  by  papists,  (ion* 
jurors,  and  other  enemies  to  her  title  and  govecnment. 
iShe  expressed  a  deep  sense  of  theii^  care  and  concern,  as 
well  SIS  a  just  resentment  at  these  tumultuous  and  violent 
proceedings.  She  published  a  ^proclamation  for  suppres- 
sing the  tumults;  and  several  persons  being  apprehended, 
were  afterwards  tried  for  high  treason.  Two  of  them 
were  convicted,  and  sentenced  to  die ;  but  neither  suflFered. 
The  commons  presented  another  address  of  thanks  to  her 
majesty,  for  her  gracious  answer  to  their  first  remonstrance. 
They  took  this  occasion  to  declare,  that  the  prosecution  of 
the  commons  against  Dr.  Henry  Sacheverel  proceeded  only 
from  the  indi^ensable  obligation  tKey  lay  under  to  vindicate 
the  late  happy  revolution,  the  glory  of  their  royal  deliverer, 
her  own  title  and  administration,  the  present  established 
and  protestant  succession,  together  with  the  toleration  and 
the  quiet  of  the  government.  When  the  doctor's  counsel  had 
finished  his  defence,  he  himself  recited  a  speech,  wherein  , 
he  solemnly  justified  his  intentions  towards  the  queen  and 
her  ^vemment;  and  spoke  in  the  most  respectful  terms  of 
the  revolution,  and  the  prgtestant  succession.  He  main- 
tained the  doctrine  of  nonresistance  in  all  cases  whatso* 
ever,  as  a  maxim  of  the  church  in  which  he  was  educated; 
and  by  many  pathetical  expressions  endeavoured  to  excite 
the  compassion  of  the  audience.  He  was  surrounded  by 
the  queen's  chaplains,  who  encouraged  and  extolled  him  as 
the  chaxppioQ  of  the  churck;  and  he  was  privately  favoured 
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by  die  queen  herself,  who  could  not  but  relish  a  doctrine 
60  well  calculated  for  the  support  of  regal  authority. 

$  X.  On  the  tenth  day  of  March,  the  lords  being 
adjourned  to  their  own  house,  the  earl  of  Nottingham  pro- 
pcoed  the  f<^owing  question,  ^^  Whether,. in  prosecutions 
^  by  impeachments  for  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors,  by 
^  writbg  or  speaking,  the  particular  words  supposed  to  be 
^  criminal  are  necessary  to  be  expressly  specified  in  such 
'*  impeachment^  ?"  The  judges  being  consulted,»were  unani- 
mously of  opinion,  that,  according 'to  law,  the  grounds, of 
an  incUctment  or  impeachment  ought  to  be  expressly  men- 
tioned in  both*  One  of  the  lords  having  suggested,  that 
die  judges  had  delivered  their  opinions  according  to  the 
rules  of  Westminster  hall,  and  not  according  to  the  usage 
of  parliament,  the  house  resolved,  that  in  impeachments 
they  should  proceed  according  to  die  laws  of  the  land,  and 
the  law  and  usage  of  parliament.  On  the  sixteenth  day  of 
the  month,  the  queen  being  in  the  house  incognito,  they 
proceeded  to  consider  whether  or  not  the  commons  had 
made  good  the  articles  exhibited  against  Dr«  Sacheverel. 
The  earl  of  Wharton  observed,  that  the  doctor's  speech 
was  a  full  confutation  and  condemnation  of  his  sermon: 
that  all  he  had  advanced  about  nontesistance  and  unlimited 
<)bedience  was  false  and  ridiculous:  that  the  doctrine  of 
IKMsive  obedience,  as  urged  by  the  doctor,  was  not  recon- 
cilable to  the  practice  of  churchmen :  that  if  the  revohi- 
tion  was  not  lawful,  many  in  that  house,  and  vast  numbers 
widiottt,  were  guilty  of  blood,  murder,  rapine,  and  injus- 
tice ;  and  that  the  queen  herself  was  no  lawful  sovereign, 
raice  the  best  title,  she  had  to  the  crown,  was  her  pariia- 
mentary  tide,  founded  upon  the  revolution.  He  was 
answered  by  the  lord  Haversham  in  a  long  speech*  Lord 
Ferrars  said,  if  the  doctor  was  guilty  of  some  foolish 
unguarded  expressions,  he  ought  to  have  been  tried  at 
eommon  law.  The  earl  of  Scarborough  observed,  the 
re^volution-was  a  nice  point,  and  above  the  law :  he  moved 
that  they  should  adjourn  the  debate,  and  take  dme  to  con- 
Mder  before  they  gave  judgment.  Doctor  Hooper,  bishop 
of  Bath  and  Wells,  allowed  the  necessity  and  legalit}' 
of  resistance  in  some  extraordinary  cases ;  but  wad  of 
opinion,   that   (bis   maxim   ought  to  be   concealed  from 
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the  knowledge  of  the  pcopk,  vha  are  tuHviraUy  u^  ^  t9 
resist :  thas  the  revoIutiQa  waa  oot  to  he  boaslied  of  oif  iiia4i^ 
a  precedent;  but  that  a  maotle  oug^t  to  be.  ttvcoiya.  over  it, 
and  it  should  be  called  a  vacaacy  or  abdicatiq|;|.  JM.  sAld 
idle  orignial  compact  wew  dangevoos  words*  not  u^.  I^e  swth 
tioaed  without  g^at  caution :  that  those  who  ei^mined  the 
revolution  too  nicely  were  no  friend^  to  it;  and  thai;  ^ere 
seemed  to  be  a  necsesai^  for  preaching  up  no«re$i9t«»ee 
.  and  passive  obedience  at  that  time,  when  resiatance  was 
jaslified.  The  duke  of  Argyle  affirmed^  that  the  clergy  ia 
all  ages  had  delivered  up  the  righu  and  privileges  of  thu 
people,  preaching  up  the  king's  power,  in  ordei'  to  govcci^ 
him  the. more  easily;  and  therefore  diey  ou^t  not  ^  be 
suffered  to  meddle  with  politics.  The  earl  of  Anglesiey 
owned  die  doctor  had  preached  nonsense ;  but  said,  that  was 
no  crime.  The  duke  of  Leeds  distinguished  between  restia> 
tance  and  revolutioa;  for  had  not  the  last  succeeded,  U 
vould  have  certainly  been  rebellion,  since  he  knew-  of  jom 
^her  but  hereditary  right*  The  bishop  of  Salisbury  justir 
lied  resistance  from  the  book  of  Maccabees:  he  mentionod 
the  conduct  of  queen  Elizabeth,  who  assisted  the  Scots,  the 
French,  and  the  states  general,  in  resisting  their  different 
sovereigns,  and  was  supported  in  this  practice  both  by  tier 
parliaments  and  hftr  convocations.  He  observed  thait  king 
Charles  I.  had  assisted  the  citizens  of  Rochelle  in  their 
rebellion ;  that  Mani?faring  incurred  a  severe  censure  from 
the  parliament  for  having  broached  the  doctrine  of  the  di- 
vine right  of  kings ;  and  that  though  this  became  ^  favour- 
ite maxim  affer  the  restoration,  yet  its  warmest  asserten 
were  the  first  who  pleaded  for  resistance  when  they  thought 
themselves  oppressed.  The  archbishop  of  York,  the  duke 
of  Buckingham,  and  other  leaders  of  the  tory  interest,  de- 
clared that  they  never  read  such  a  piece  of  madness  and 
nonsense  as  SacheverePs  sermon ;  but  they  did  not  think 
him  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor.  Next  day.  Dr.  Wake, 
bishop  of  Linccdn,  accused  Sacheverel  of  havifig  mad^ 
a  strange  and  false  representation  of  the  design  for  a 
comprehension,  which  had  been  set  on  foot  by  arch- 
bishop Sancroft,  and  promoted  by  the  most  eminent  di-^ 
vines  of  jthe  church  of  England.  He  was  of  opinion  that 
some  step  should  be   taken  for  putting   a  stop  to  such 
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preaAiing,  as,  if  not  timely  cdrretted,  might  kindle  heats 
and  animosities  that  would  endanger  both  church  and 
state.  Dr.  Trimnel,  bishop  of  Norwich,  expatiated  on 
the  Jftsolence  o^f  Sachcvercl,  who  had  arraigned  archbishop' 
Orindal,  one  of  the  eminent  refortners,  as  a  perfidious  pre- 
late, for  having  favoured  and  tolerated  the  discipline  of 
Geneva.  He  enlarged  upon  the  good  effects  6f  the  tolera- 
tion. He  took  notice  of  Sacheverel's  presumption  in  pub- 
Ki^hing  inflammatory  prayers,  declaring  himself  uifder  per- 
secution, while  he  was  prosecuted  for  offending  against  the 
taw,  by  those  who  in  common  justice  ought  to  be  thought 
the  fairest  accusers,  and  before  their  lordships,  who  were 
justly  acknowledged  to  be  the  mostt  impartial  judges.  In 
discussing  the  fourth  article,  the  bishop  of  Salisbury  spoke 
witk  great  vehemence  against  Sacheverel,  who,  by  inveiging 
agsunst  the  revolution,  toleratibn,  and  union,  seemed  to  ar- 
raign and  'attack  the  queen  herself;  since  her  majesty  had  so 
great  a  share  in  the  first:  had  often  declared  she  would  . 
maintain  the  second ;  and  that  she  looked  upon  the  third  as 
the  most  glorious  event  of  her  reign.  He  affirmed,  that 
nothing  could  be  more  plain  than  the  doctor^s  reflecting 
tipon  her  majesty's  ministers;  and  that  he  had  so  well 
marked  out  a  noble  peer  there  present,  by  an  ugly  and 
scurrilous  epithet  which  he  would  not  repeat,  that  it  was 
not  possible  to  mistake  his  meaning.  Some  of  the  younger 
peers  could  not  help  laughing  at  this  undesigned  sarcasm 
upon  the  lord  treasurer,  whom  Sacheverel  had  reviled  under 
the  name  of  Volpone ;  they  exclaimed,  "  Name  him,  name 
"  him ;"  and,  in  all  probability,  the  zealous  bishop,  who  was 
remarkable  for  absence  of  mind  and  unguarded  expressions, 
would'  have  gratified  their  request,  had  not  the  chancellor, 
interposing,  declared  that  no  peer  was  obliged  to  say  more 
than  he  should  think  proper. 

§  XI.  After  obstinate  disputes,  and  much  virulent 
altercation,  Siichcverel  was  found  guilty  by  a  majority  of 
seventeen  voices ;  and  four-and-thirty  peers  entered  a  pro- 
test against  this  decision.  He  was  prohibited  from  preach- 
ing for  the  term  of  three  years  :  his  two  sermons  were  or- 
dered to  be  burned  by  the  hands  of  the  common  hangman, 
jn  the  presence  of  the  lord  mayor  and  the  two  sheriffs  of 
London  and  Middlesex.  The  lords  likewise  voted,  that  die 
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execurioncr  should  commit  to  the  same  fire  the-famous  de- 
cree passed  in  the  convocation' of  the  university  of  Oaford^ 
asserting  the  absolute  authority  and  indefeasible  right  of 
princes*  A  like  sentence  was  denounced  by  the  commons 
upon  a  book,  entitled,  ^^  Collections  of  Passages  refjprred  to 
^^  by  Dr.  Sacheverel,  in  his  Answer  to  the  Articles  of  Im- 
^^  peachment."  These  he  had  selected  from  impious  books 
lately  published,  and  they  were  read  by  his  counsel,  as 
proofs  that  the  church  was  in  danger*  The  lenity  of  the 
sentence  passed  upon  Sacheverel,  which  was  in  a  great 
'  measure  ^owing  to  the  dread  of  popular  resentment,  his 
friends  considered  as  a  victory  obtained  over  a  whig  faction, 
and  they  celebrated  their  triumph  with  bonfires  and  iUumi* 
nations.  On  the  fifth  day  of  April,*  the  queen  ordered  the 
parliament  to  be  prorogued,  after  having,  in  her  speech  to 
both  houses,  expressed  her  concern  fq^  the  necessary  occa- 
sion which  had  taken  up  great  part  of  their  time  tow^ds 
the  latter  end  of  the  session**  She  declared  that  no  prince  < 
could  have  a  more  true  and  tender  concern  for  the  weUare 
and  prosperity  of  the  church  than  she  had,  and  should 
always  have ;  and  she  said  it  was  very  injuribus  to  take  a 
pretence  from  wicked  and  malicious  libels,  to  insinuate  that 
the  church  was  in  danger  by  her  administration. 

$  XII.  llie  French  king,  seeing  the  misery  of  his  peo- 
ple daily  increase,  and  all  his  resources  fail,  humbled  him- 
self again  before  the  allies,  and  by  the  means  of  Pet- 
kum,  who  still  corresponded  with  his  ministers,  implored 
thi  states  general,  that  the  negotiation  might  be  resumed. 
In  order  to  facilitate  their  consent,  he  despatched  a  new 
project  of  pacification,  in  which  he  promised  to  renounce 
his  grandson,  and  to  comply  with  all  their  other  demands, 
provided  the  electors  of  Cologn  and  Bavaria  should  be 
reestablished  in  their  estates  and  dignities.  These  over- 
tures being  rejected,  another  plan  was  offered,  and  commu- 
nicated to  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the  emperor  and  queen 
of  Great  Britain.  Then  Petkum  w:rote  a  letter  to  the 
marquis  de  Torcy,  intimating,  that  the  allies  required  his 
most  christian  majesty  should  declare,  in  plain  and  ex- 
pressive terms,  that  he  consented  to  aU  thQ  prelin\inaries, 

*  An.  1710.  a  Burnet.  Hnre.  Torcy*  FcnqnicrcK  Hist,  of  Uie  Duke  <tf 
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Meepfthf  thiriy^atwtirii  artidle,  wUck  tfitmllted  si  ceswh- 
tion  ^  arms,  ift  cMe  the  6{>am6)r  Mdndrchy  should  be 
Mhrered  to  lriagCh«rles  in  the  «pace  of  two  tnonths*  He 
said,  tlie  dttes  would  tsend  passports  to  tile  Prettch  Wimis- 
ters,  ID  troac  of  tn  eqaivdciit  for  that  ttPttde.  Lewis  wsto 
ente  fetted  >«>  «wdUa^  this  bitter  draught.  He  signifi«A 
hk  consetit,  and  ^appointed  the  ttiareschal  d'UxeHes  aiyd  cMb 
sibke  Poll|;iiac  Us  pleiiipotentiaries.  They  were  not  suf- 
fered, however,  to  enter  Holbxid,  but  were  met  byilie  A*. 
fttties9tt5rsaildVanderdussenatCrertmydetibur]|jh.  Me^- 
whill?,  die  StntA  desired  die  queen  of  England  to  tend  oiirffk* 
the  duke  of  Marlborough,  to  assist  them  with  his  advi^b 
in  these  conferences.  The  two  houses  of  parliattient  so- 
condod  their  request  in  a  joint  address  to  her  majesty,  whb 
told  ttiem  she  had  already  given  directions  for  his  depaftnre; 
and  «aid'«he  was  glad  to  find  they  conchrred  with  her  in  a 
jost  aellse  of  the  duke's  eminent  services*  Both  the  lettel: 
and  the  address  were  procured  by  the  interest  of  Mat4- 
bortmgh  to  let  the  queen  see  how  much  thitf  nobleman  Was 
coosidered  both  at  home  and  abroad.  But  she  was  already , 
wfaoUy  alienated  from  him  in  her  lieart,  and  these  expedi- 
ents served  only  to  increase  her  disgust. 

$  XIIL  The  French  ministel's  were  subjected  to  ev^ 
species  of  mortification.  ^They  were  in  a  manner  confined 
to  %  small  fortified  town,  and  all  their  conduct  narrowly 
watched.  Their  accommodation  was  mean  :  ihetr  lettei^ 
were  opened ;  and  they  were  daily  insulted  by  injurious 
libels*  The  Dutch  deputies  would  he^  of  no  relaxation, 
9iid  no  expedient  for  removing  the  difiiculties  that  retarded 
the  negotiation*  In  vain  the  plenipotentiaries  declared, 
that  the  Frendi  king  eotild  not  with  decency,  or  the  lea^t 
regard  to  his  honour,  wage  war  against  his  own  grandsoti : 
the  deputies  insisted  upon  his  effecting  the  cession  of  SpaHi 
said  the  Indies  to  the  house  of  Austria ;  and  submitting  tb 
every  other  article  specified  in  the  preliminaries.  Nay,  they 
even  reserved  to  themselves  a  power  of  making  nltenor  de- 
mands after  the  preliminaries  should  be  adjusted.  Lewis  pro- 
posed that  some  small  provision  should  be  made  for  the  duke 
of  Anjou,  which  might  induce  him  to  relinquish  Spain  the 
more  easily.  He  mentioned  the  kingdom  of  Arragon ;  and  ' 
this  bint  being  disagreeable   to  the  allies,  he  demanded 
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M^9  and  SkUy.  Wh^a  diey  urged  dM  NafhB  wj»  ' 
alreiKly  in  possessioa  of  die  h^use  of  Austria,  he  reairicted 
die  proviaion  to  Sicily  and  Sardinia.  l{e  offered  ^  deKr 
irer  up  four  caudonary  towns  in  Flanders,  as  a  seculfity  Car 
philip^s  evacuating  Spain ;  and  even  promised  to  supply 
the  confederates  with  a  mondily  B\xm  of  money,  to  d^ray 
'  Ike  expense  of  expelling  the  prince  frcun  his  damimo«i, 
should  he  refuse  to  resign  them  with  a  good  grace.  .Hie 
attbstanee  of  all  the  conferences  was  communicated  to  lojrd 
Townshead,  and  count  Zinzendorf,  the  Imperial  plenipor 
l^dary;  but  the  conduct  of  the  deputies  was  reguli^cd 
by  the  pensionary  Heinsius,  who  was  firmly  attached  to 
frince  Eugene  and  the  duke  of  Marlborough,  more  a^ease 
than  ever  to  a  pacification.  The  negotiation  lasted  ftom 
the  nineteenth  day  of  March  to  the  twenty-fifth  of  July, 
during  which  term  the  conferences  were  several  tiaaisa 
interrupted,  afid  a  great  many  despatches  and  new  proposnls 
arrived  from  Versailles.  At  length,  the  plenipotentiaries 
returned  to  France,  after  having  sent  a  letter  to  the  pen- 
sionary, in  which  they  declared,  that  the  proposals  made  by 
die  deputies  were  unjust  and  impracticable ;  and  coih|dained 
of  the  unworthy  treatment  to  which  they  had  been  exposed. 
Lewis  resolved  to  hazard  anothei;  campaign,  nOI  without 
hope,  that  there  ipight  be  some  lucj^y  incident  in  the  events 
of  war,  and  that  the  approaching  revolution  in  die  En^ish 
ministry,  of  which  hp  was  well  apprised,  would  be  produc- 
tive of  a  more  reasonable  pacificatiop.  The  st^es  general 
resolved,  that  the  enemy  had  departed  from  the  foundation 
on  which  the  negotiation  had  begun,  and  studied  pretences 
to  evade  the  execution  of  the  capital  points,  the  restitution 
of  Spain  and  the  Indies ;  and,  in  short,  that  France  had  np 
other  view  than  to  sow  and  create  jealousy  and  disunion 
among  the  apies.  Lord  Townshend,  in  a  memorial,. assured 
(hem,  that  the  queen  entirely  approved  their  resolutiop,«MP^d 
all  the  steps  they  had  taken  in  the  course  of  the  negotiation ; 
ai^d  diat  she  was  firmly  resolved  to  prosecute  the  war  with 
all  possible  vigour,  until  the  enemy  should  accept  such 
terms  of  peace  as  might  secure  the  tranquillity  of  the  chrifs- 
tian  world. 

§  Xiy.  The  conferences  did  not  retard  the  operations 
of  the  campaign.     Priqce  Eygene  apd  the  duke  pf  Mart- 


boioQgb  set  out  from  the  Hague  on  the  fifteeodi  day  of 
March  for  Toumay,  in  order  to  assemble  the  forces  which 
were  quartered  on  the  Maese^  in  Flanders^  arid  Brabant* 
On  the  twentieth  of  x\pril,  diey  suddenly  advanced  to 
Pootpa- Vendin,  in  order  to  attack  the  lines  upon  which  the 
FreiKh  had  been  at  work  all  the  winter,  hoping  by  these  to 
cover  Deaay  and  other  frontier  towns,  which  wete  threnl* 
eoed  by  the  confederates.  The  troops  left  for  the  defenoe 
of  the  fines  retired  witboiu  opposition*  The  allies  having 
laid  bridgr*  «Ter  the  scarp,  the  duke  of,  Marlborough  with 
hb  division  passed  the  river,  and  encamped  at  Vitri.  Prince 
Eugene  remained  on  the  other  side,  and  invested  Douay^ 
the  enemy  retiring  towards  Cambray.  Mareachal  Villaaa 
stHl  comosanded  the  French  army,  which  was  estremdy 
numerous  and  well  appointed,  considering  the  distress  of 
that  kingdom.  Indeed,  the  number  was  augmented  by  this 
distress;  Sor  many  thousands  saved  themselves  from  dying 
of  buBger,  by  carrying  arms  in  the  service.  Tlie  mareachal 
having  assembled  all  his  forces,  passed  the  Scheldt,  and 
encamped  at  Boucham,  declaring  that  he  would  give  battle 
to  the  confederates :  an  alteration  was  immediately  made  ia 
die  disposition  of  the  allies,  and  proper  precautions  taken 
for  his  reception.  He  advanced  in  order  of  battle ;  but 
having  viewed  the  situation  of  the  confederates  he  marched 
back  to  the  heights  of  St.  Lawrence,  where  he  fixed  hia 
camp.  His  aim  was,  by  continual  alarms,  to  interrupt  tlir 
,^siege  of  Douay,  which  was  vigorously  defended  by^^^u- 
>  merous  garrison,  under  the  command  of  monsieur  A^^^S^^ 
^  who  made  a  number  of  successful  sallies,  in  ^^h  the  be* 
aiegers  lost  a  great  number  of  men.  Th^  ^^^  likewise 
nqmlsed  m  several  assaults :  but  still  pr^e«d««i  ^'^^^  ^«'«- 
mitted  Tigour,  until  the  besieged  hv^  reduced  to  the  last 
extiremiiy,  were  obliged  to  capi^Iate  on  the  twenty-sixth 
<rf  June,  «ty  days  after  t^  trenches  had  been  opened. 
The  generals  finding  it  impracticable  to  attack  the  enemy, 
who  were  posted  within  strong  lines. frcmi  Arras  towards^ 
MiinmOnt,  re8<^ed  lo  besiege  Bethune,  whicK  mas  invest- 
ed' on/  ihe  fifteenth  day  of  July,  and  surrendered  on;  the 
twenty-mnth  day  of  August.  Villars  marched  out  of  his 
intienchments  with  a  view  to  raise  the  siege ;  but  he. did 
not  think  proper  to  hazaixl  an  engagement:,  forne  warm 
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dcirmisliM^  lioirevcr,  tuppeaed  betwem  the  feragtrs  of  the 
tma  armies*  After  the  reductioa  of  Bcthime,  the  jbUm 
besieged  at  ooe  time  the  towns  of  Aire  and  St*  YeiMiitt 
which  were  taken  without  miieh  dificul^*  Then  the 
anies  broke  up,  aad  marched  into  winter  quarters*. 

$  XV.  The  campaign  on  the  Rhine  waa  prcxhKtlire  of 
no  military  event;    nor  was  any  thing  of  censaquanoe 
tnnsaoled  in  Piedmont.     The  duke  of  Swrojr  being  india- 
posed  and  out  of  humour,  the  w<wnmand  of  the  fioicea  still 
oonthMied  vested  in  count  Thaun,  who  endeav^u*^  to  pass 
dtt  AJpg,  and  penetrate  into  Dauphsne  :  but  the  duke  of 
Berwidc  had  cast  up  intcenehaients  in  the  mountaina,  and 
taken  such  precautions  to  guard  them,  as  bafled  aU  the 
^tttempts  of  the  Imperial  genecsl.     Spain  was  mush  moie 
frnitfol  of  military  incidents.     The  horse  and  cfaragoons  in 
the  army  of  kmg  Charles,  headed  by  geneeal  Stanhope,  at* 
tacked  the  whole  cavalry  of  the  enemy  at  Almenmm. 
Stanhope  charged  in  person,  and  with  bia  own  band  slew 
general  Amessaga,  who  commanded  the  guards  of  PhiKp* 
The  Spanish  horse  were  entirely  routed,  together  wtdi 
nine  battalions  that  escaped  by  fav^mr  of  the  darkness; 
and  the  main  body  of  the  army  retired  with  precipitajdon 
to  Lerida.     Genoral  Starcmberg  pursued  them  to  Sara* 
gossa,  where  he  found  them  drawn  up  in  order  of  battle; 
and  an  engagement  ensuing  on  the  ninth  day  of  August, 
^  enemy  wese  totally  defeated:  five  thousand  of  their 
ne*.  were  killed,  seven  thousand  taken,  together  with  all 
their  ai^Uery^  md  a  great  number  of  colours  and  staodards* 
King  Chao^B  catered  Saragossa  in  triomph,  while  PhiUp 
with  the  wrcc,.  o|  his  army  retreated  to  Madrid.     Having 
sent  his  queen  ai^  ^on  to  Viaoria,  he  retired  to  VaUa- 
doUd,  in  order  to  coi*^t  his  scattered  forces,  ao  as  to  form 
another  army.      The  gc^ui  fortune  of  Charles  was  of  a 
short  duration.     Stanhope  p*^qM)Bed  that  he  should  im- 
mediately secure  Psmpeluaa^  tk*  only  pass>  1^  which  the 
French  king  could  aend  troqps.  ta  Spain  ;  bnifc  this  salutary 
scheme  was  rejectecU     King  Cfaaries  proccedod  to  Madrid^ 
which  wdsi  deserted  l^  all  diq  granckes ;  and  he. had  thei 
mortification  to  lase  that  the  Castjlians  xm^t .  umerasily 
attached  to  his  inmp^eon..  .  .,,      ,,  ,j 
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$  XV<L  WUk^Ua  <wtts  cMlMuifid  ca&taoed  in  the 
nctghhoorhDod  of  Tjakdo,  the  kiftg  of  France^  at  the  rer 
qacst  of  Pbtlip>  sent  the  dahe  (k  Veodeme  to  take  the 
iWnnwHwl  of  the  Sptoi^  my^  which  waa«t  dir  sme  time 
ranforc^d  bjr  detachments  of  Fretich  troepA.  .  Vendome's 
reputatioii  «raa  so  hif^  aad  his  pttraon  so. beloved  hy  the 
aold»y,  that  his  ptescttee  wss  almost  e^iwloit  to  an 
wnBSfm  A  great  nuosher  vof  voluoteers  MiXttediaiely  as* 
seflttUfld  to  «gnati«e  vthcaMdve^  under  IJbe  eye  of  dim 
muomwtA  genersL  .The  Gasdlians  M^ere  inspired  witb 
fresh  coamge^  and  asade  sorpsinng  efforts  in  favour  of  thear 
sQflPeretgn;  so  that  in  less  than  three  months  after  his 
defeat  a^  Sarageasa^  \m  was  in  a  eondition  to  go  in  quest 
of  his  rival.  Charkss,  on  the  other  hand,  was .  totally  ' 
negleeted  hy  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Great  Britain,  wMch 
took  no  stepS'to  sup]dy  his  ^ants,  or  enaUe  him  to  pro« 
secttle  the  advantages  he  had  gamed.  In  the  beginaiog  of 
Novnaber  Us  army  marched  back  toi  Saragesaa,  and  was 
cantcmfed  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Cifbentea^  where  Starem* 
berg  established  his  head  quarters.  Genersl  Stanhope, 
widi  ^  British  fmces,  was  quartered- m.- the  little  town  of 
Brihuega,  where,  on  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  die  mondi^ 
he  found  himself  suddenly  surrou^ed  by  tht*  whole  Spanish 
army.  As  the  place  was  not  tenabki,  and  he  had  very 
Ktde  ammunition,  he  was  obliged,  after  a  short  but  vigorous  , 
resistance^  to  capitulate,  and'  surrender  himself  and  all  hia 
forces  prisoners  of  war,  to  the  amount  of  two  thousand 
men,  induing  three  UeutenaKt'generals,  one- major  general, 
one  brigadier,  with  all  the  colonels  and  officers  of  the 
respective  regiments.  He  was  greatly  censured  for  having 
attoared  himself  to  be  surprised  |  for  if  he  had  placed  a 
gaond  upon  the  neighbouring  hills,  according  to  the  advice  " 
at  general  Carpenter,  he  might  have  received  notice  of  the 
enemy's  approach  time  enough  to  retire  to  Cifuentes. 
mther  he  had  detatched  his  aide-du^camp,  with  an  ac- 
oooot  of 'his  situation,  on  dke  appearance  of  .the  Spanish 
army  I  And  Stareinbierg  immediately  assembled  his  forces. 
Abons  eleven  in  die  forenoon  they  began  to  march  towards 
Brihuega;  but  the  roaiAs  were  so  bad,  that  night  orciV 
took  them  before  they  reached  the*  heights  in  the  neig^boui^ 
hood  of 'thirt  idnce. '  Staremberg  is  ssrid  to  hatci  loimr^d 
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away '  htft  time  tuttcsesaafily  frMA  motiyes  of  ehry  to  die 
English  general,  who  had  surrendered  before  his  arrivaL 
The  troops  lav  all  night,  on  their  arms  near  VSUaviciosa, 
and  on  the  •twenty-ninth  were  attacked  by  the  enemy,  who 
doubled  their  number.  Staremberg's  left  wing  was  utterly 
defeated,  all  f^e  infantry  that  composed  it  having  been 
either  cut  in  pieces  or  taken :  but  the  victors  instead  of 
following  the  blow,  began  to  plunder  the  baggage ;  and 
Staremberg  widi  his  right  wing  fought  their  left  with 
surprising  valour  and  perseverance  till  night,  llien  they 
retired  in  disorder,  leaving  him  master  of  the  £eld  of  battle 
and  of  all  their  artiHery*  Six  thousand  of  the  enemy  wen 
killed  on  the  spot :  but  the  allies  had  sufiered  so  severely 
that  the  general  could  not  maintain  his  ground.  He 
ordered  the  cannon  to  be  nailed  up,  and  marched  to 
Saragossa,  from  whence  he  retired  to  Catalonia*  Thither 
he  was  pursued  by  the  chike  de  Vendome,  who  reduced 
Balaguer,  in  which'  be  had  left  a  garrison,  and  compelled 
him  to  take  shelter  under  the  walls  of  Barcelona*  At  this 
period  the  duke  de  Noailles  invested  Oironne,  which  he 
reduced  notwithstanding  the  severity  of  the  weather:  so 
that  Philip  from  a  fugitive,  beonrae  in  three  months  abso* 
lute  master  of  die  whole  Spanish  monarchy,  except  the  pro* 
vince  of  Catalonia,  and  even  that  lay  open  to  his  incursions. 
Nothing  of  consequence  was  achieved  on  the  side  of  Por- 
tugal,  from  whence  the  earl  of  Galway  returned  to  Eng- 
land by  the  queen's  permission.  The  operations  of  the 
BriUsh  fleet,  during  this  summer,  were  so  inconsiderable  as 
scarcely  to  deserve  notice.  Sir  John  Norrb  commanded 
in  the  Mediterranean,  and  with  a  view  to  support  the 
Camisars,  who  were  in  arms  in  the  Cevennes,  sailed  to 
Port  Cette,  within  a  league  of  Marseilles,  and-  at  the 
distance  of  fifteen  from  the  insurgents.  The  place  sur- 
rendered, '  without  opposition,  to  about  seven  hundred  men 
that  landed  under  the  command  of  miyor  general  Saissan, 
a  native  of  Languedoc.  He  likewise  made  himself  master 
of  the  town  and  castle  of  Ayde ;  but  the  duke  de  Noailles 
advancing  widi  a  body  of  forces  to  join  the  duke  de 
Roquelaire,  who  commanded  in  those  p^s,  the  En^nH 
abandoned  their  conquests,  and  reembaHced  with  prec^^ 
tatitm.     AStfft  diQ  battle  of  PukowtC  the  tZM  of  Mvatory' 


fcdttced  all  Liv«ft»:'  Imt he  attd  Hing  Au^tos  agreed  to 
t  nevtrality  for  PomevaDiflu  <  The'  king  of 'Screden  can* 
turned  at  Bender,  and  the.grtnd.  aeigniol-  interested  hiaiself 
«o  muck  in  favour  of  that  pnnce,  as  toidedare  war  against 
the  emperor  of  Russia.  Hestilkiea  were,  carried  on  be- 
tween the  Swedish  and  Danish  fleets,  ^with- various  success. 
Hie  nudoontents  in  Hungary  sustained  repeated  losses 
during  the  sammer :  buit  they  were  enocniraged  to  maintain 
the  war  by  the  rupture  between  the  Pttoman  Porte  and 
Snsata*  They  were  flsEt^ered  with  hopes  of  auxiliaries 
from  the  Turks :  and  expected'  Engineers  and  naoney  from 
the  French  monarch* 

§  XVIL  In  England,  the  effects  of  those  intrigues  which 
bad  been  formed  against  the  whig  ministers  began  to  appear. 
The  trial  of  Sachevjerel  bad  excited  a  popular  spirit  of  aver- 
sion  to  those  who  favoured  the  dissenters.  From  M  parts  of 
the  kingdom  addresses  were  presented  to  the  queen,  censur- 
ing all  reststance  as.  a  rebellious  doctrine,  founded  upon 
antimonarchical  and  republican  principles.'    At  the  same 
time  counter  addresses  were  procured  by  the  whigs  extol- 
ing  the  revolution,  and  magnifying  the  conduct  of  the  pre- 
sent parliament*     The  queen  beg^u  to  express  her  attach- 
ment to  the  tories,  by  mortifying  the  duke  of  Mariborougb. 
Upon  the  death  of  the.  earl  of  £sset  she  wrote  to  the  gene- 
ral, desiring  that  the  regiment  which  had  been  commanded 
by  that  nobleman  should  be  given  to   Mr.  Hill,  brother  to 
Mrs.  Masham,  who  had  supplanted  the  dutchess  of  Marl- 
borough in  the  queen's  friendship,  and  was,  in  effect,  the 
source  of  this  political  revolution.     The  duke  represented 
to  her  majesty,  in  person,  the  prejudice  that  would  redound 
to  the  service  from  the  promotiou  of  such  a  young  officer 
over  the  heads  of  a  great  many  brave  men,  who  had  exhibi- 
ted repeated  proofs  of  valour  and  capacity.     He  expostu*- 
lated  with  his  sovereign  on  this  extraordinary  mark  of  par- 
tial regard  to  the  brother  of  Mra.  Masham,  which  he  could 
not  help  considering  as  a  declaration  against  himself  and  his 
funily,  who  had  so  much  cause  to  complain  of  that  lady*s 
malice  and  ingratitude.     To  this  remonstrance  tile  queen 
made  no  other  reply,  but  that  he  would  do  well  to  consult 
Ids  friends.    The  earl  of  Godolphin  enforced  his  friend's 
arguments,  though  without  effect ;  and  the  duke  retired  in 
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4t<8^«t>to  WMb<I^.'.  Tfaiet{ueea  ai^eared  at  council  watii- 
4Mtf  t^kmg  die  least  notice,  of  his  absence,  vhich  dtdaotltiU 
to  akrm  ..tke^  whole  whig  factton*  Several  nofatemcn  rmth 
tured  to  apeftb.fco  her  majesty  on  the  safaject,  and  *f^«fy 
tb^  bad  conaeqaenoes  of  disobligmg  a  tean  who  had  doae 
auch  eminent  setvices  -to  tbei  nauSoiii-  She  told  them,  his 
aervices  vrera  atiU  fresh  in  her  memoffy :  aad.tbac  «he  rt- 
^ned.all  her  former  kindness  for  his  peKaoB*  Hearing, 
(boweverf  that  a  popahur  clamoiir  was  ndsed,  and  that  the 
house  of  commons  intended  to  pass  some  votes  .that  would 
he  disagreeable  to  her  and  hecnew  connseUora,  she  ordered 
the  earl  of  Godolphin  to  write  to  the  duke,  to  dispose  of 
the  regimeat  as. he  should  think,  proper,  and  return  to  town 
immediately*  Before  he  received  this  intination  he  had 
sent  a  lettcor  to. the  queeb;  desiring  she  woidd  permit  him 
to  retire  fnosn  business.  In  answer  to  this  petition,  she 
assured  him  his  suspicions  were  groundteas,  and  insisted 
upon  his  coming  to  council*  The  dutchesa  demanded  an 
audience  of  her  majesty,  on  pretence  of  vindicating  her  own 
character  from  some  aspersions*  She  hoped  to  work  upon 
the  queen's  tenderness,; and  retrieve  the  iniueoce  she  bad 
lost.  She  protested,  argiied,  wept,  and  supplicated:  bvt 
the  queen  was  too  well  pleased  with  her  own  deliverance 
from  the  tyranny  of.  the  other's  friendship,  to  incur  such 
slavery  for  the  fbture.  All  the  humiliation  of  the  dutchesa 
served  only  to  render  herself  the  more  contemptible.  The 
^ueen  heard  her  without  exhibiting  the  leaat  sign  of  emo- 
tion, and  all  she  would  vouchsafe,  was  a  repetition,  of  these 
Words,  ^^  You  desired  no  ansirer,  and  you  shall  have  none  ;^ 
alluding  t6  an  expression  in  a  letter  she  had  received  froin 
tiie  dutchess.  As  an  additional  mortification  to  the  minis^ 
try,  the  office  of  lord  chamberlain  was  transferred  from  the 
duke  of  Kent  to  the  dnke  of  Shrewsbury,  who  liad  lately 
voted  with  the  tories,  and  maintained  an  intimacy  of  corre- 
spondence with  Mr.  Harley.  The  interest  of  the  duke  of 
Marlborough,  was  not  even  sufficient  to  prevent  the  dis- 
mission of  his  own  son-in-law,  the  earl  of  Sunderland,  from 
the  post  of  secretary  of  state,  in  which  he  was  succeeded 
by  lord  Dartmouth. 

$  XVIIL  The  queen  was  generally  applauded  for  thus 
asserting  her  just  prerogative,  and  setting  herself  free  from 


tt  tehitntfy  cabal,  by  whkh  she  had  b^en  so  long  kept  iit 
dependence.  Tt^e  duke  of  Beaufort  went  to  court  on  this 
bceaftkHi,  abd  told  her  Majesty  he  was  extremely  glad  that 
he  eotdd  now  salute  her  queen  in  reality^  The  whole  whig 
party  were  justly  alarmed  at  these  alterations.  The  direct 
tors  of  the  bank  represented  to  her  majesty  the  prejudice 
that  Would  undoubtedly  accrue  to  public  credit  froni  a 
clumge  of  the  ministry.  The  emperor  and  the  states 
general  interposed  in  this  domestic  revolution.  Thdir 
ministers  at  London  presented  memorials^  explsuning  in 
what  manner  foreign  affairs  would  be  influenced  by  an  alter- 
ation in  the  British  ministry.  The  queen  assured  them^ 
that,  whatevet*  changes  might  be  made,  the  duke  of  Marl** 
borough  should  be  continued  in  his  employments.  In  the 
month  of  August  the  earl  of  Godolphin  was  divested  of 
his  office,  and  the  treasury  put  in  commission,  subjected  to 
the  direction  of  Harley,  appointed  chancellor  of  the  cxcbe« 
<iuer  and  under  treasurer.  The  earl  of  Rochester  was 
declared  president  of  the  council,  in  the  room  of  lord 
Somers :  the  staff  of  lord  steward  being  taken  from  the  duke 
of  Devonshire,  was  given  to  the  duke  of  Buckingham ;  and 
Mr.  Boyle  was  removed  from  the  secretary's  office  to  make 
way  for  Mp^  Henry  St.  John.  The  lord  chancellor  having 
resigned  the  great  seal,  it  was  first  put  in  commission,  and 
afterwards  given  to  sir  Simon  Harcourt.  The  earl  of 
Wharton  surrendered  his  commission  of  lord  lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  which  the  queen  conferred  on  the  duke  of  Ormond. 
The  earl  of  Orford  withdrew  himself  from  the  board  of 
sthniralty ;  and  Mr.  George  Granville  was  appointed 
secretary  of  war,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Robert  Walpole. 
The  command  of  the  forces  in  Portugal  was  bestowed  upon 
the  earl  of  Portmore ;  the  duke  of  Hamilton  was  appointed 
lord  lieutenant  of  the  county  palatine  of  Lancaster.  In  a 
word,  there  was  not  one  whig  left  in  any  office  of  state, 
except  the  duke  of  Marlborough,  who  would  have  renoun- 
ced his  command,  had  he  not  been  earnestly  dissuaded  by 
his  particular  friends  from  taking  siKh  a  step  as  might  have 
been  prejudicial  to  the  interest  of  the  nation.  That  the 
triumph  of  the  tories  might  be  complete,  the  queen  dis-* 
solved  the  whig  parliament,  after  such  precautions  wer« 
Vol.  ir.  N 
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taken  ^s  could  not  fail  to  influence  the  new  election  in 
favour  of  the  other  party. 

§  XIX,  To  this  end  nothing  so  effectually  contribut;ed 
as  did  the  trial  •  of  Sacheverel,  who  was  used  as  an  instru* 
ment  and  tool  to  whid  and  turn  die  passions  of  the  vulgar. 
Having  been  presented  to  a  benefice  in  North  Wales,  he 
went  in  procession  to  that  country,  with  all  the  pomp  and 
magnificence  of  a  sovereign  pHnce.     He  was  sumptuoualy 
entertained    by  the,   university  of  Oxford,,  and  different 
noblemen,  who,  while  they  worshipped  him  as^^  the  idol  of 
their  faction,  could  not  help  despising  the  object  of  their 
adoration.     He  was  received  in  several  towns  by  the  mra- 
gistrates  of  the  corporation  in  th^ir  formalities,  and  often 
attended  by  a  body  of  a  thousand  horse.     At  Bridgenorth 
he  was  met  by  Mr.  Creswell,  at  the  head  of  four  thousand 
horse;  and  the  like  number  of  persons  on  foot,  wearing 
white  knots  edged  with  gold,  and  three  leaves  of  gilt  laurel 
in  their  hats.     The  hedges  v(ere  for  two  miles  dressed  with 
garlands  of  flowers,  and  lined  with  people ;  and  the  steeples 
covered  with  streamers,  flags,  and  colours.     Nothing  wa»  ' 
heard  but  the  cry  of  "  The  church  and  Dr.  SacheverekV 
The  clergy  were  actuated  by  a  spirit  of  enthusiasm,  which 
seemed  to  spread  like  a  contagion  through  all  ranks  and 
degrees  of  people,  and  had  such  effect  upon  elections  for  a 
new  parliament,  that  very  few  were  returned  as  roembera 
but  such  as  had  distinguished    themselves  by  their  zeal 
against  the  »vhlg  administration.      Now  the  queen  had  the 
pleasure  to  see  all  the  officers  of  state,  the  lieutenancy  of 
Lon'dou,  the  management  of  corporations,  and  the  directioa 
of  both  houses  of  parliament  in  the  hands  of  the  tories* 
When  these  met  on  the  twenty- fifth  day  of  Noveniber,  Mr. 
Bromley  was    chosen  speaker   without  opposition.     The 
qlieen,  in  her  speech,  recommended  the  prosecutipn  of  the 
war  widi  vigour,  especially  in  Spain.     She  declared  her- 
self resolved  to  support  the   church  of  England  ;  to  pre- 
yrve  the  British  constitution  according  to  the  union ;  to 
mainuin  the  indulgence  by  law  allowed  to  scrupulous  con- 
sciences ;  and  to  employ  none  but  such  as  were   heartily 
attache4  to  the  protestant  succession  in  the  house  of  Hano«^ . 
ver.     The  lords  in  their  address,  promised  to  concur  in  all 
reasonable   measures   towards    procuring    an    honourable 
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peace.  Tiie  cGmnums*  trere  morct  warm  and  hearty  in 
their  assurances^  exhorting  Her  msijesty  to  disicountenanc^ 
all-  such  priificffdeB  and  measi^^s  as  had  lately  threatened 
her  roj^l  orowh  and- dignity;  measures  ^^hicb,  whehever 
they  might -pre vHily  would  prove, fatal  to  the  whole  consti- 
tution, both  in'chdrch  aAd  state.  After  this  declaration 
they  proceeded  to  consider  the  estimaies,  and  cheerfully 
granted  the  6up)»)ie8  for*  the  ensuing 'year,  part  of  which 
was  raised  by  t^o  Ibtleries.'  In  thejiouse  of  peers,  the 
earl  of  Scaitkirough  moved  thkt  the  tlianks  of  the  house  * 
should  be  'returned :tD  the  duke  of  Marlborough:  but  thfe 
dnke  of:ArgyIe'madei  stmi^  objections  to  the  motion,  and 
the  general's  friends,  4ll^ading  the  consequence  iA  putting 
the  question,  postponed  the  consideration  of  this  proposal  / 
until  the  dake  should  return  from  the  continent.  The  earl 
of  Peterb6rough'WlM€ippointed  ambassador  extraordinary 
to  the  Imperial  cOUWt  the  earl  of  Rivers  was  sent  in  tht5 
same  quality  to  Hanover:  Mr.  Richard  Hill  was  nominated 
lenvoy  e«traordinai*y  to  the  United  Provinces,  as  well  as  to 
the  tounoil  of  state  appointed  for  the  government  of  ikft 
Spamsh  N^therl^ds,  in  the  room  of  lieutenant  general 
CMlogan.  Meredith,  Macartney, -and  Honey  wood,  were 
deprived  of  their  regiments,  because  in  their  cups  they  had 
dni«k  oonfusion  to  the  enemies  of  the  duke  of  Marlborough.' 

$  XX.  This  nobleman  arrived  in  £ngland  towards  the  ^ 
latter  end  of  December.  He  conferred  about  half  an  hour 
in  |irivate  with  the  queen,  and  next  morning  assisted  at  a 
committee  of  the  privy  council.  Her  m^esty  gsM^e  him  to 
understand,  that  he  needed  not  to  ekpect  the -thanks  of  the 
potiiament  as  formerly;  and* told  him  she  hoped  he  would 
)fv«' well  with  her  mini«ter8«-  He  expressed  no  resentment 
ftt  the  alterations  which  had  been  madej^  but  resolved  to 
a«qujetce  in  the  queen's  pleasure,  and  retain  the  commsmd 
of  the  ^  army  on  her  own  terms.  On  the  second  day  of 
Jauoary,  ^di^  ^oensent  a  mesiage  to  both  houses  intima- 
tiug  tlMt  there  had  been  ah  action  in  Spain  to  the  disad* 
vantage  of  king  Chaiies :  that  the  d^uage  having  fallen 
pardcularly  on  'the.  English  forces,  she  had  given  directions 
for  sendimg  and  procuring  troops  to  repair  the  loss,  and 
hoped  the  jiarliament  would*  approve  her  conduct*  Both 
houses  'seized   this  opportunity  of  venting  their  spleen 
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ggaiaa  the  q14  vaifHatryu  The  Imtpjry  Qf  fioglaad  U  dis* 
graced  by  thq  yiolea^  eofidmt  of  two  turbulent  {motion^ 
«irhich,  ia  theiir  turn,  engrq^«d  (the  acbniftiftmii^HY  and 
legislative  power.  The  parUionentary  strain  was  quite 
altered-  Ope  csin  bftrdly  eonceive  how  resolutions  no 
wide^  diiTereot  could  be  taken  on  the  same  subject,  with 
any  shadow  of  rea3orl  aod  dpc^rum*  IVIarlborougfa,  who 
but  a  few  months  before  had  b^en-  so  highly  extolled  aad 
caress^  by  the  represeutatives  of  the  people,  was  now 
become  the  object,  of  ps^liAiqeptary  hatred  and  cfBsure, 
though  no  sensible  altc^rauoa  had  h^ptsoed  in  his  conduct 
or  success.  That  hero*  who  bad  rstrieyed  the  glory  of 
the  British  arms,  won  so  nmy  bfttt^,  s^dued  such  a 
number  of  towns  and  districts,  humbled  the  pjride  and 
checked  the  ambition  of  France,  sejcureil  the.. liberty  of 
Europe,  and,  us  it  were,  chained  vi4;tory  to.  his  -chariot 
wheels,  was  in  a  few  weeks  dwindled  :into  an  ot^t  of  con* 
trn^pt  and  derision.  He  was  ridiculed  «i  pubUe  liboisi,  iMsd 
ry^viled  in  private  conversation.  .  Ipst^u^es  wioi>e  overy 
where  repeated  of  his  fraud»  avarice,  And  ei^tortioni  his 
insolence,  cruelty,  ambition,  mi  n^iscondutft:  even  his 
fSQurage  was  called  in  question ;  and  thja  consummate  gen* 
eral  was  represented  as  the  lowest  of  mankind.  So  w** 
stable  is  the  popularity  of:  every  character  that  fiuct^iates 
between  two  opposite  tides  of  faction. 

$  "XXIn  The  lords,  in  their  answer  to  the  queen's  mes- 
sage, declared,  that  as  the  misfortune  in  Spain  might  hfve 
been  occasioned  by  some  preceding  mismanagemem*  the]i 
would  use  their  utmost  endeavonrs  to  discover  it,  so  a$  to 
prevent  ihe  like:  for  the  future.  They  set  on  foot  an  iftqui** 
ry.  eonAemiqg.  ^e  affairs  of  Spain  i  and  the  earl  of  Petei4>o* 
rough  being  elcae^iined  before  th4  committee,  imputed. aU 
Ihf)  mificiirriages  in  the  course  of  that  war  to  the  eati  of 
Galway  aad  genelral  Stanhope*  Notwithstandingt.  the  de* 
fence  of  GalWayt  tithich  was.  clear  aod  eonvinpng,  the 
house  r0iolved,  that  the  earl  of  Peterborough  hud  given 
fi  faitfii^l  and  honourable  account  of  the  councils  of  war 
19  Y^lwciai  thai  the  carl  of  Galway»  lord  Tyrawlej'i 
m4  g^n^ral  Stanhope^  in  advising  wx  offensive  war,  had 
heen  th/?  unhappy  occasion  of  the  battle  at  Almans^,  the 
iource  of  our  misfortunes  in  Spain,  and  one  great  caose  oi 
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die  4i9appointment  of  the  expedition  lo  TouI<)n,  concerted 
wi(h  her  majesty.  They  voted  th«t  the  pisosecution  of  ftn 
off<p«ive  war  in  Spftio  was  approved  a»d  directed  by  the 
ffiinisters,  who  were,  therefore,  jusdy  Uamahle,  as  having 
conU'ibated  to  ^l  our  iniefoitunes\  im  Spain,  and  to  the  dis«- 
appointment  of  tlie  expedition  agaiiiat  Toulon:  that  the 
farl  of  Peterborough^  during  his  command  in  Spain,  had 
performed  many  great  and  eminent  services ;  and,  if  his 
opinion  had  been  followed,  it  might  have  prevented  the 
aisforluiies  that  eosued.  Then  the  duke  of  Buckingham 
moved,  that  th^e  thtdks  of  the  houae  should  be  given  to 
tbe  earl^  lor  bis  nemarkable  and  eminent  services :  and 
tfcese  he  actutUy  received  from  tbe  mouth  of  the  lord 
keeper  Harcourt,  who  took  this  opportunity  to  drop  some 
oUique  reflections  upon  the  mercenary  disposition  of  the 
duke  of  Marlborough*  The  house,  proceeding  in  the  in*' 
^uiry,  passed  another  vote,  importing,  that  the  late  minis« 
try. had  been  negligent  in  managing  the  Spanish  war,  to 
the  great  prejudice  of  the  nation.  Finding  that  the  Portu* 
guese  troops  were  posted  on  the  right  of  the  English  at  the 
battle  of  Almanza,  they  resolved,  that  the  earl  of  Galway, 
in  yielding  this  point,  had  acted  contrary  to  the  honour  of 
tbeimpeTilJ  crown  of  Great  Britain*  These  resolutions  they 
included  in  an  address  to  the  queen,  who  had  been  present , 
daring  the  debates,  which  were  extremely  violent;  and  to 
srery  separate  vote  was  attached  a  severe  protest.  These 
were  not  the  proceedings  of  candour  and  national  justice, 
but  the  ebullitions  of  party  zeal  and  r^corous  animosity. 
$  XXII*  While  the  lords  were  employed  in  this  in« 
faiiy,  the  commons,  examined  certain  abuses  whicU  had 
crept  into  the  management  of  the  navy;  and  some  cen** 
sures  were  p^sed  upon  certain  persons  concerned  in  con- 
tracts for  victualling  the  seamen*  The  inhabitants  of 
St.  Olave's  and  other  parishes  presented  a  petition,  com* 
pbining  that  a  great  number  of  Palatines,  inhabiting  one 
bouse,  might  produce  among  them  a  contagious  distemper; 
ttid  in  time  become  a  charge  to  the  public,  as  they  were 
destitute  of  all  visible  means  of  subsistence*  This  petition 
had  been  procured  by  the  tones,  that  the  house  of  com- 
monar  might  have  another  handle  for  \ittacking  the  late* 
mioistryv     A  committee  was-  appointed  to  inquire  upon 
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what  inviutioti  or  encouragement  those  Palatines  had  corner 
to  England.  The  papers  relating  to  this  affair  being  ktid. 
before  them  by  the  queen's  order,  and  perused,  the  housb 
resolved,  that  the  inviting  and  bringing  over  the  poor  Pala- 
tines of  all  religions,  at  the  public  expense,  was^  an  extras- 
vagant  and  unreasonable  charge  to  the  kingdom,  and  a  scan* 
dalous  misapplication^  of  Ahe  public  money,  tending  to  the 
increase  and  oppression  of  the  poor,  and  of  dangerous  c(>lir 
sequence  to  the  constitution  in  church  and  state ;  and,  thttt 
ivhoever  advised  their  being  brought  over  was  an  enemy  to 
the  queen  and  kingdom.  Animated  by  the  h<$at  of  ihis  in* 
.  quiry,  they  passed  the  bill  to  repeal  the  act  for  a  general 
naturalization  of  all  protestants ;  but  this  was  rejected  M 
the  house  of  lords.  Another  bill  was  enacted  into  a  law^ 
importing,  that  no  person  should  be  deemed  qualified  ior 
representing  a  county  in  parliament,  unless  he  assessed 
an  estate  of  six  hundred  pounds  a  year;  and  restrictttl|;^ 
the  qualification  of  burgess  to  half  that  sum.  The'  design 
of  this  bill  was  to  exclude  trading  people  from  the  hbusMi 
of  commons,  and  to  lodge  the  legislative  power  with  the 
landholders.  ^  A  third  act  passed,  permitting  the  impotta- 
tion  of  French  wine  in  neutral  bottoms:  a  bill  against 
which  the  whigs^  lou<lly  exclaimed,  as  a  national  evil,  atid 
a  scandalous  compliment  to  tlie  enemy. 

§  XXIII.  A  violent  party  in  the  house  of  commonn 
began  to  look  upon  Harley  as  a  lukewarm  tory,  because  h^ 
would  not  enter  precipitately  into  all  their  faetious  mea- 
sures :  they  even  began  to  suspect  his  principles,  when  his 
credit  was  reestablished  by  a  very  singular  accident. 
Guiscard,  the  French  partisan,  of  whom  mention  hatk 
already  been  made,  thought  himself  very  ill  rewarded  for 
his  services,  with  a  precarious  pension  of  four  hundred 
pounds,  Twhich  he  enjoyed  from  the  queen's  bounty.  He 
had  been  renounced  by  St.  John,  the  former  companion  of 
his  pleasures :  he  hud  in  vain  endeavoured  to  obtain  an  au- 
dience of  the  queen,  with  a  view  to  demand  more  consider-^ 
able  appointments.  Harley  was  his  enemy,  and  all  access  * 
(o  her  majesty  was  denied.  Enraged  at  these  disappoint^ 
nients,~he  attempted  to  make  his' peace  with  the  court  of 
France,  and  offered  his  services,  in  a  letter  to  one  Mbreau, 
u  banker,  in*  Paris.     This  packet,  which  he  endeavoured 
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to  transmit  by  the  way  of  Portugal,  was  intercepted^  and 
av warrant  issUed  out  to  apprehend  hitn  for  high  treason. 
When  the  me^aenger  disarmed  him  in  St.  Jameses  JPark^ 
be  exhibited  marks  of  guilty  confusioa  and  despair,  and 
begged  that  he  would  kill  him  directly.  Being  conveyed' 
to  die  Cockpit,  in  a  sort  of  frenzy,  he  perceived  a  penknife 
lying  upon  a  table,  and  took  it  up  without  being  perceived 
by  the  attendants.  .  A  committee  of  council  ivas  immedi- 
ately summoned,  and  Guiscard  brought  before  them  to  be 
examined.  Finding  that  his  correspondence  with  Moreau 
was  dkcWered,  be  desired  to  speak  in  private  with  secre- 
tary St.  John,  whom,  in  all  probability,  he  had  resolved  to 
assassinate.  His  request  beii^;  refused,  he  said,  ^^  That's 
^^  hard  !  not  one  word !"  St.  John  being  out  of  his  reach, 
he  stepped  up  to  Mr.  liarley,  and  exclaiming,  ^'  Have  at 
*^thee,  then!"  stabbed  hin%  in  the  breast  with  the  penknife 
wbith  he  had  concealed.  The  instrument  broke  upon  the 
bone,  without  penetrating  into  the  ^cavity :  nevertheless,  he 
repeated  the  blew  with  such  force,  that  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  fell  to  the  ground.  Secretary  St.  John,  see- 
ing him  fall,  cried  out,  ^^  The  villain  has  killed  Mr.  Har- 
"Icy!"  and  drew  his  sword.  Several  other  members 
ibllo^red  his  example,  and  woanded  Guiscard  in  several 
places*  Yet  he  made  a  desperate  defence,  until  he  was 
overpowered  by  the  messengers  and  serVants,  and  convey- 
ed from  the  council  chamEer,  which  he  had  filled  with  ter- 
ror, tumult,  and  confusion.  His  wounds,  though  dangerous^ 
were  not  mortal :  but  he  died  of  a  gangrene  occasioned  by 
the  bruises  he  had  sustained.  This  attempt  upon  tlie  life 
of  Harley,  by  a  person  who  wanted  to  establish  a  traitor- 
ous correspondence  with  France,  extinguished  the  suspi- 
cions of  those  who  began  to  doubt  that  minister's  integrity. 
The  two  houses  of  parliament,  in  an  address  to  the  queen^ 
declared  their  belief,  that  Mr.  liarley's  fidelity  to  hei*  ma- 
jesty, and  zeal  for  her  service,  had  drawn  upon  him  the 
hatred  of  all  the  abettors  of  popery  and  faction.^  f^hey 
besought  her  majesty  to  take  all  possible  care  of  her  sacred 
person :  and,  for  that-purpose,  to  give  direction^  for  causing 
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papists  to  be  removed  from  the  cities  of  London  and  West- 
minster. A  proclamation  was  pufblished;  ordering  the 
laws  to  be  strictly  put  in  execution  against  papists^  When 
Harley  appeared  in  the  house  of  commons  after  his  reco- 
very, he  was  congratulated  upon  it  by  the  speaker,  in  a  flo^ 
rid  and  fulsome  premeditated  speech.  An  act  was*  passed, 
decreeing,  that  an  attempt  upon  the  life  of  a  privy  coun- 
sellor should  be  felony  vithout  benefit  of  clctgy.  The  earl 
of  Rochester  dying,  Harley  became  sole  minister,  was 
created  baron  of  Wigmore,  and  raised  to  the  rank  of  earl, 
by  the  noble  and  ancient  title  of  Oxford  and  Mortimer  : 
to  crown  his  prosperity,  he  was  appointed  treasurer,  and 
vested  with  the  supreme  administration  bf  affairs. 

$  XXIV.  The  commons  empowered  certain  persona  to 
examine  all  the  grants  made  by  king  William,  and  report 
the  value  of  them,  as  well  is  the  considerations  upon 
which  they  were  made.*  Upon  their  report  a  bill  was 
'formed  and  passed  that  house  |  but  the  lords  rejected  it  at 
the  first  reading.  Their  next  step  was  to  examine  the  pub- 
lic accounts,  with  a  view  to  fix  an  imputation  on  the  earl 
of  Godolphin.  They  voted,  that  above  five-and-thirty 
millions  of  the  money  granted  by  parliament  remained  un- 
accounted for.  This  sum,  however,  included  some  account9 
in  the  reigns  of  king  Charles  and  king  William.  One  half 
of  the  whole  was  charged  to  Mr.  Bridges,  the  paymaster^ 
who  had  actually  accounted  for  all  the  money  he  had  re- 
ceived, except  about  three  millions,  though  these  accounts 
bad  not  passed  through  the  auditor's  office.  The  commons 
afterwards  proceeded  to  inquire  into  the  debts  of  the  navy, 
that  exceeded  five  millions,  which,  with  many  other  debts, 
were  thrown  into  one  stock,  amounting  to  nine  mitliona 
f()ur  hundred  and  seventy-one  thousand  three  hundred  and 
twenty-five  pounds.  A  fund  was  formed  for  paying  an 
interest  or  annuity  of  six  per  cent,  until  the  principal 
should  be  discharged ;  and  with  this  was  granted  a  mono--^ 
poly  of  a  projected  trade  in  the  South  Sea,  vested  in  the 
proprietors  of  navy  bills,  debentures,  and  other  public  se- 
curities, which  Were  incorporated  for  this  purpose.  Such 
was  the  origin  of  the  South  Sea  company,  founded  upon  a 
chimerical  supposition,  that  the  English  would  be  permit^ 
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ted  to  trade  upon  the  coast  of  Peru  in  the  West  Indiea* 
Fcrhapa^  the  new  ministry  hoped  to  obtain  this  permissioo, 
as  an  equivalent  for  their  abandoning  the  interest  of  king 
Charles,  with  respect  to  his  pretensions  upon  Spain.  3y 
ikas  time  the  emperor  Joseph  had  died  of  the  smallpox 
witkont  flMde  issue ;  so  that  his  brother's  immediate  atn^ 
was  to  succeed  him  on  the  Imperial  throne.  This  event 
was,  on  the  twentiedi  day  of  April,  communicated  by  a 
message  from  the  queen  to  both  houses.  She  told  them, 
that  the  states  general' had  concurred  with  her. in  a  resolu- 
tion to  stipport  the  house  of  Austria ;  and  that  they  had 
^ready  taken  sttdi  measures  as  would  secure  •the  election 
-of  Charles  as  head  <>f  the  em|Arc. 

$  XXV.  The  house  of  commons  in  order  to  demon* 
«tnite  their  attachment  to  the  chnrch,  in  consequence  of  an 
addresa  from  the  lower  house  of  convocation,  and  a  quick- 
-eaing  message  from  the  queen,  passed  a  bill  for  building 
•filty  new  churches  in  the  suburbs  of  London  and  West«> 
minster,  and  appropriated  for  this  purpose  the  duty  on 
coals,  which  had  been  granted  for  the  building  of  St.  Pauls^ 
now  finidied*  This  imposition  was  continued  until  it 
shofikl  raise  the  sum  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
potmds.  At  tile  close  *of  the  session,  the  commons  pre- 
sented a  remonstrance  or  representation  to  the  qixeen,  in 
which  they  told  her,,  that  diey  had  not  only  raised  the 
necessary  supplies,  but  also  discharged  the  heavy  debts 
of  which  the  nation  had  so  long  and  justly  complained. 
They  said,  that,  in  tracing  the  causes  of  this  debt,  diey 
had  discovered  fraud,  embezzlement,  and  misapplication 
of  the  public  money:  that  they  who  of  late  years  had 
the  management  of  the  treasury  were  guilty  of  notorious 
breach  of  trust  and  injustice  to  the  nation,  in  allowing 
above  thirty  millions  to  remain  unaccounted  for ;  a  purpo- 
sed CMnissfon  that  )ooked  like  a  design  to  conceal  embezzle- 
mentsi.  T4iey  begged  her  majesty  would  give  immediate 
directioiis  Sot  compelling  the  several  imprest  accountants 
speedily  to  pass  their  accounts.  They  expressed  their 
hope,  that  such  of  the  accountants  as  had  neglected  their 
duty  in  prosecuting  their  accounts,  ought  no  longer  to  be 
isrtrasted  with  die  public  money*  They  affirmed,  that 
from  aU  these  evil  practices  apd  worse  designs  of  some 
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persotts,  wito  luid,  by  fake  profes^ites  of  love  to  Aeir 

country,  insinuated  themselree  into  her  royd  favottr^  irm- 

panible  mischief  would  have  accrued  to  the  public,  had  noit 

her  majesty,  in  her  great  wisdom,  aeaseoably  diseovsai^ 

the  fatal  tendency  of  such  measures,  and  removed  from  die 

administration  those  who  had  so  ill  answered  her  mqeaty'a 

favourable  opinion,  and  in  so  inany  instanees  grossly  abusul 

the  trust  reposed  in  them*     lliey  obser^^  that  her  people 

could  with  greater  patience  ^have  sulTered  the  mimifold 

injuries  done  to  themselves,  by  the  fhiUds  and  dtpradatiosiB 

.  of  such  evil  ministers,  had  not  the  same  men  proceeded  to 

treat  her  sacred  person  with  undutifulnesa  and  diaregard. 

This  representation  being  circulated  Arongh  thektngdoliH 

produced  the  desired  effect  of  inflaming  the  winds  of  the 

people  against  the  late  ministry*     Such  expedients  were 

become  necessary  for  the  execution  of  Oxford's  prefect, 

which  was  to  put  a  speedy  end  to  a  war  diet  had  tireidf 

objected  the  people  to  grievous  oppreseioeiY  m^  ewn  ao* 

cumulated  heavy  burdens  to  be  transmittied'  16  dieir  poateri-p 

ty\     The  nation  was  inspire  by  extravagant  idfcas  of  glory 

and  conquest,  even  to  a  rage  of  warmsking^  so  that  the 

Hew  mifaisters,  in  order  lo  dispel  those  dangerous  chimerae^ 

were  obliged  to  take  measures  for  exciting  Aeir  indigoatieii 

and  contempt  against  those  persona  whom  they  had  folmeriy 

sdolifced  as  their  heroes  Imd  patriots*     On  the  twelfth  di^ 

of  JUne,  the  queeil,  havihg  given  the  royal  assent  to  sevenil 

public  and  private  bills,  made  an  iffcictienate  speech  to  bodi 

houses*     She  thanked  the  commons,  in  the  warmest  e%^ 

pressiom,  for  having  complied  with  all  her 'desires;  §at 

having  baffled  the.  expectations  of  her  enemies  in  fiadief 

supplies  for  th^  service  of  the  ensuing  year;  in  havios 

granted  greater  sums  than  were  ever  given  to  any  prince  iA 

one  session ;  and  in  having  settled  funds  for  the  peyment  of 

the  public  debts,  so  that  the  credit  of  the  nation  was  reaft»v 

ed*   She  expressed  her  earnest  coneerh  for  the  succescieci  of 

the  house  of  Hanover;  and  her  fixed  resolution  to  support 

and  encourage  the  church  of  £ngland  aa  by  law  established* 

Then  the  parliament  was  prorogued* 

§  XXVI.  Of  the  convocation  which  was  assembled 
with  the  new  parliament,  the  lower  house  chose  Dr*  Atter** 
bury,  their  pi^locutor.    He  was  an  enterprising  ecctesiaotict 
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Wr  |iriiicip|e$»  Md  iiKtuMio^  wwifeted  with  the  iviiM 
minisicr,  Oarfbv4;  8#  tbftt  he  4infifvd  aU  th^  proceedings 
«  the  lower  houM^  of  oon^VMUliqii,  ia  cpncaert  with  that 
mialMCp  The  queea,  in  a  letter  to  the  trchbisbop»  aigoified 
herihope»  th«t  Ae  eon^idMiane  of  the  elergy  mig^  be  of 
vee  to  refwet  ifeie  «ttoin]}|e  of  loote  wd  profame  per^ooa. 
She  «M«t  AliuM9  iMider  tb^  bioiui  a^  empowering  them  to 
at  «i4  do  httsineee  in  ne  miple  n  mnoner  m  ever  hfid  bee» 
gnmed  eineii  the  reformelioQ.  They  weve  ordered  tp  lay 
hefam  the  qwep  no  ncceunft  of  th«  eweeeiw  growth  of  infi-* 
Mi^  end  hmeey^  ei  w<iU  «i  of  other  abiwee,  that  aeceswry 
miUMiraii.  might  be  taken  for  a  refiarmetioo.  The  bishopa 
were  puepgNwly  elighled  and  overUokedt  because  they  had 
lived  in  hanMny  with  the  :late  miaiaters*  A  committee 
bong  appoimed  to  draw  up  a  representation  of  the  pKsent 
Mie  of  the  church  and  reUgtf>n,  Amrbury  undertook  the 
lade,  and  eompoaed  a  remonatrance  that  contained  the  most 
kecnjHid  eeyere  atricturea  upon  the  adminiatration,  aa  itliad 
hBcn  eaecoised  since  the  time  of  the  revolution*  Another 
was  pennad  by  the  fajahopa  in  avore  moderate  terma :  and 
aevend  rtgnboiona  were  made,  but  in  none  of  thea^  did 
ihe  two  houaes  agrea*  They  concurred,  however,  in  cenaur* 
lag  aomo  teneta  favouring  arianiem,  broached  and  aup^* 
potted  by  Mr«  Whiaton,  mathematical  pro&aaor  ia  Cam- 
tsidga*  Hf  had  been  esqpelled  the  univeiaity,  and  wrote 
a  yindicatioii  of  himself,  dedicated  to  the  convocation* 
13ie  srdibtshop  doubted  whether  this  asaembly  cpuld  proceed 
sgainat  a.  man  Cor  heresy ;  the  judges  were  conauked,  and 
the  m^ority  of  them  gave  in  their  opinion,  that  die  convo- 
cation had  a  jurisdiction.  Four  o£  them  professed  the 
cMarary  aentimanv  wiuch  they  maintaibed  from  the  statutes 
laade  at  she  nefiuviatioa. .  The  queen,  in  a  leuer  to  the 
hithsps,  said,  thataa  there  waa  now  no  doubt  of  their 
jariadiction,  i^  ea|iected  they  would  proceed  in  the  matter 
hefioflre  them.  Ficah  acruplea  arising,  they  determined  to 
taaouna  the  h^ok,  without  procaed^pg  agasnat  the  author^ 
sad  dua  was  ceaauned  accordingly.  An  extract  of  the 
Miance  waa  aant  to  the  queen ;  but  ahe  did  not  aigaify  her 
pieaaare  on  tlue  auhjact,  and  the  affiur  remained .  in 
tu^MOse*     Whiscon  published  a  work  in  four  volumes. 
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jttstifyiiig  his  doctrine,  and  iMkHirff  ing  thut  ^ft  apoBldttcflft 
consdttttions  were  not  ooly  cfinMical,  but  sho  prdEcrable  iiif 
point  of  authority  to  the  epistks'and  the  gospek 

§  XXVIL  The  new  mmistry  bad  not  yet  determitied 
to  flupersede  the  duke  of  Maliboirougk  in  Ae  oonmiaiidof 
the  army.  This  was  a  atep  which  couLd  not  be  taken  with*- 
out  gi%nng  umbrage  to  the  Dutch  wid  other  allies*  He, 
therefore,  set  out  for  Holland  in  the  month  of  Febniaiy> 
after  the  queen  had  assured  him,  thai  he  night  dtpand  npon 
the  punctual  payment  of  die  forces.  Having  conferred 
with  the  deputies  of  the  States,  about  the  operaiioos- of  the 
Campaign,  he,  8^>ou«  the  middle  of  Aprils  sttsemUed  the 
^my  at  Orehiesv  between  Lisle  and  Donay  p  while  -marB*^ 
schal  de  Vtllara  drew  together  the  French  troops  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Cambray  aad  Arras.  Lewis  had  by  'ibisr 
time  depopulated  as  well  as  impoverished  his  kingdom; 
yet  his  subjects  still  flocked  to  his  standard  with  surprising 
ipirit  and  attachment.  Under  the  pressure  of  extreme. mi- 
sery tbey  uttered  not  one  complaint  of  dieir  sovereign,  but 
imputed  alltheir  odamities  to  the  pr^lc  and  obstinacy  of  the 
allies.  Exclusive  of  all  the  other  impositions  •that  were' 
laid  upon  that  people,  they  consented  to  pay  the  tenth  penny 
of  their  wliole  substance  i  but  all  their  efforts  of  loyaky  and 
affection  to  their  prince  would  have  been  ineffectuati  had  not 
the  merchants  of  the  kiogdoni',  by  the  permission  of  Philip^, 
tinderukea  repeated  voyages  to  the  South  Sea,  f»om  whence 
they  brought  home  immense  treasures;  ¥rhile  the  allies 
took  no  steps  for  intercepting  these  sillies,  though  nodiiog 
could  have  been  more  easy  for  the  English  than  to  deprive 
the  enemy  of  this  great  resource,  and  convert  it  to  their 
own  advantage.  Had  a  squadron  of  ships  been  annuotty 
employed  for  this  purpose,  the  subjects  of  France  and 
Spain  must  haye  been  literally  starved,  and  Lewis  oUiged 
to  submit  to  such  terms  as  the  confederates  might*  have- 
thought  proper  to  impose.  Villars  bad  found  meatts  to 
assemble  a  very  numerous  army,  with  which  he  encamped 
behind  the  river  Sansef,  in  such  an  advantageous  post  asr 
could  not  be  attacked  with  any  prospect  of  success.  Mean* 
while  the  duke  of  Marlborough  passed  the  Scarpe,  and  fom-^ 
ed  his  camp  between  Douay  and  Bouehain,  where  he  was^ 
yHncd  by  prince  Eugene  on  the  twenty ^third  day  of  May* 
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tliis  general,  however,  did  DOt  long  remain  in  the  K^t^er* 
htiifc*  Understanding  that  detachments  had  been  noidtf 
hmn  the  army  of  ViNfla^s  to  tlie  Rhine,  aond  tlMt  the  elector 
of  Bavaria  intended^to  act  in  the  empire,  the  prince,  by 
ordisr  from  the  court  of  Vienna,  marched  towards  the 
Upper  Rhine  with  the  Imperial  and  Palatine  troops,  to 
seenrt  Germany*  The  dnlte  of  Marlhprongh  repassing 
the  Scarpe,  encamfped  in  the  plains  of  Lens,  from  whence 
he  advaiiced  towards  Aire,  as  if  he  had  intended  to  attack 
the  French  lines  in  that  quarter*  ^These  lines  beginning  at 
Bouchain  on  the  Schelde,  were  continued  along  the  Sanset 
and  tbe-Scarpe  to  Arras,  and  thence  along  the  Upper  Scarpe 
to  Caneh4«  They  were  defended  by  redoubts  and  othet 
work;»>  in  such  a  manner,  that  Villars  judged  they  were  im^ 
pregnable;  and  called  them  the  Ntfdus  uhra  of  Marlborough* 
§  XXVIII.  This  nobleman  advancing  within  two 
leagues  of  the  French  lines,  ordered  a  great  number  of 
fascines  to  be  made,  dechring  he  would  attack  them  the 
next  morning  ;  so  that  Villars  drew  all  his  *  forces  on  that 
side,  in  full  expectation  of  an  engagement*  The  duke,  on 
Ae  supposition  that  the  passage  of  the  Sanset  by  Arleux 
wtndd  be  left  unguarded,  had  ordered  the  generals  Cadogati 
and  Hompesch  to  assemble  twenty  battalions  and  seventeen 
squadrons  from  Douay  and  the  neighbouring  garrisons,  to 
march  to  Arleux,  where  they  should  endeavour  to  pass  the 
Sanset.  Brigadier  Sutton  was  detached  with  the  artillery 
and  pontooDs,  to  lay  bridges  over  the  canal  near  Goulezen, 
and  over  the  Scarpe  at  Vitry,  while  the  duke,  with  the 
whole  confederate  army  began  his  march  for  the  same  pl»ce 
about  nine  in  the  evening.  He  proceeded  with  such  expe- 
dition, that  by  iive  in  the  morning  he  passed  the  river  at 
Vftry^  There  he  received  inteUigence,  that  Hompesch  had 
taken  possessioil  of  the  passes  on  the  Sanset  and  Schelde 
without  opposition,  the  enemy  having  withdrawn  their  de- 
feaehmenu  Itom  that  side,  just  as  he  had  imagined.  He 
himself,  with  his  vanguard  of  fifty  squadrons,  hastened  his 
march  towards  Arleux,  and  before  eight  of  the  clock  arrived 
at  Baea  Baehiiel,  where  in  two  hours  he  was  joined  by  the 
heads  of  the  columns  into  which  he  bad  divided  his  infantry. 
Villars  being  certified  of  his  intention,  about  two  in  the 
morning,  decamped  with  his  whole  army,  and  putting  him- 
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nU  flC  thelitftd  of  Hie  Ung't  famiteM^  ^oopt,  «itrdie4 
^  night  with  sudi  eespedhion,  that  ahiMit  eleren  vol  die 
.forenoon  be  wts  in  sJi^  of  the  ifuke  of  Mnriborough,  who 

*  biKl  by  this  ika^  joined  ix>ttnt  Hompetefa.  The  Frendi 
genentl  immeditCeljr  retreated  to  the  mauEi  body  of  hh  army, 
whiiek  hid  advanced  to  the  high  road  hetweea  ArrtB  and 
Ctnbn^^  while  the  aOies  encamped  upon  the  Sehelde,  be* 
tween  Ois  and  Estmn,  after  a  march  cf  ten  leagues  without 
baking,  scarce  to  be  paralleled  is  history*  By  dus  pbaii 
$0  happily  executed,  the  duke  of  MarihoMrough  fairly  ou^ 
witted  VtUars,  and,  widiout  the  loss  of  one  mant  entered 
tjie- lines  wfndh  he  had 'pronounced  impregnable*  This 
stroke  of  the  English  genend  was  extolled  as  a  ssasler- 
piece  of  military  skill,  while  ViUars  was  exposed  to  die 
ridicule  even  of  his  own  officers.  The  fidd  deputies  of  the 
states  general  proposed  that  he  should  give  battle  to  the 
enemy^  who  passed  the  Schelde  at  Oeveoeur,  in  order  td 
cover  Bouchain :  but  the  duke  would  pot  hazanl  an  engage- 
ment, coasidering  how  much. the  army  was  fatigued  by  the 

,  long  march ;  and  that  any  miafenune,  while  they  continued 
#i*hin  the  Ftench  lines,  might  be  fatal*  His  intention  w^ 
to  besiege  Bouchain ;  an  enterprise  diat  was  deemed  im' 
practicable,  inasnuich  as  the  place  was  situnted  in  a  morass^ 
strongly  fortified,  and  defended  by  a  numerous  garrmoB,  in 
die  neighbourhood  of  an  mtny  superior  in  number  to  that 
<»f  the  allies.  Notwidistandisig  these  dtsadvantages^  and 
the  dissuasions  of  his  own  friends,  be  resolved  to  undertake 
the  siege:  and,  in  the  mean  time,  despatched  brigadier 
Sutton  to  England,  with  an  account  of  his  having  passed  the 
French  lines ;  wluch  was  not  at  aU  iigreeable  to  his  eavemie^ 
They  had  prognosticated  that  nothing  would  be  donedming 
ibis  campaign,  and  began  to  insinuate  that  the  duke  eonid 
strike  no  stroke  of  importance  without  the  assistance  of 
prince  Eugene.  They  now  endeavoured  to  lessen  the  gfory 
of  his  success ;  and  even  taxed  him  with  having  removed 
his  camp  from  a  convenient  situation  to  a  place  where  the 
troops  were  in  danger  of  starving.  Nothing  could  be  mors 
provoking  than  this  scandalous  malevolence  to  a  great  man 
who  had  done  so  much  hcmour  to  his  country,  and  was  dien 
actually  ^wpoaing  bU  life  in  her  service. 
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§  XXXIX*  Qa  Um  ttaik  day  of  August  Boudiai^  was 
iaVMtedy  and  the  duke  of  Mailborough  esierud  hinHelf  tn 
due  litflMMt  extent  of  hit  vigUaace  aad  capacity,  well  know* 
lag  the  dificultiea  of  the  aadeitakiag^  and  how  aiuck  his 
reputation  woald  depend  upon  his  suecees*  Villara  had 
taken  eYety  pr^icautioa  that  hia.  akiU  aad  experience  could 
auggest,  to  batte  the  endeavours  of  the  English  generah 
He  had  reinforced  the  garrison  to  the  number  of  aix 
thooaand  chosen  men,  commanded  by  officers  of  known 
courage  and  abili^*  He  made  some  efforts  to  r^iae  the 
«ege  I  but  they  were  rendered  ineffectual  by  the  consume 
mate  prudence  and  activity, of  the  duke  of  Marlborough. 
Thea  he  laid  a  schf»ie  for  surprising  Douay,  which  like* 
wise  miscarried.  If  we  consider  that  the  English  geneiali 
in  tbe  execution  of  his  plan,  was  obliged  to  form  lines, 
erect  regular  forts,  raise  batteries,  throw  bridges  over  a 
river^  make  a  causeway  through  a  deep  morass,  provide  Yor 
die  aecurity  of  convoys  against  a  numerous  army  on  one 
side,  and  the  garriaoos  of  Conde  and  Valenciennes  on  the 
other,  we  must  allow  this  was  the  boldest  enterprise  of  the 
whole  war:  that  it  required  all  the  fortitude,  skill,  and 
teaolution  of  a  great  general,  and  all  the  valour  and  in* 
trepidiqr  of  the  confederate  troops,  who  had  scad-ce  ever 
exhibited  such  amaaing  proofs  of  courage  upon  any  other 
occaaion  as  they  now  displayed  at  the  siege  of  Bouchain* 
luttweaty  days  after  the  trenches  were  opened,  the  garri-> 
aon  were  obliged  to  surrender  themselves  prisoners  of  war; 
aad  this  comyiest  was  the  last  military  exploit  perfiMrmed 
by^the  duke  of  Marlborough :  the  4>reaches  of  Bouchaia 
ware  no  sooner  repaired  than  the  opposite  armies  began  to 
separate,  and  the  allied  forces  were  quartered  in  the  fron*- 
tier  towns,  that  they  might  be  at  hand^to  take  the  field 
early  in  the  spring*  They  were  now  in  possession  of  the 
Maese,  ilmost  as  far  as  the  Sambix ;  of  the  Schelde  from 
Toumay ;  and  of  the  Lys  as  far  as  it  is  navigable.  They 
had  seduced  Spanish  Guelderland,  Limbur^,  Brabant,  Flan* 
dera,  aad  the  greatest  part  of  Hainault :  they  wpfe  masters 
oC  the  Scarpa  j  and,  by  the  conquest  of  Bouchain,  they  had 
opened  to  themselves  a  way  into  the  very  bowels  of  France. 
All  these  acquisitions  were  owing  to  the  valour  and  conduct 
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4ii  the  duke^f  Maflbdroughy  wbo^bw  returned  to  th^  Uague, 
«nd  arrived  in  England  ab^ut  the  middle  of  Novembet. 

$  XXX.  TJie  queen  had  conferred  the  commaftd  of  her 
forces  in  Spsun  upon  the  duke  of  Arg}'le,  who  waa  recalled 
from  the  ^^rvice  in  Flanderafor  tivit  purpose.  He  had 
long  been  at  variance  with  the  duke  of  Marlboraugh ;  a 
<:ircumstance  which  recommended  him  the  more  auongiy  to 
the  mini&try«  He  landed  at  BarcekMia  on  the  twenty-ninth 
of  May,  and  found  the'British  troops  in  the  utmost  distress 
for  want  of  subsistenpe.  The  treasurer  bad  promised  to 
«Upply  him  liberally;  the  commonshad  granted  one  itiillioh 
iive  hundred  thousand  pounds  for  that. service.  All  their 
hopes  of  success  were  fixed  on  the  campaign  in  that  king- 
dom ;  and  indeed  the  army  commanded  by  the  d«ke  de 
Vendome  was  in  such  a  wrctcl%ed  conditicm^  tiiat  if 
Staremberg  had  been  properly  supported  by  the  allies^  he 
might  have  obtained  signal  advantages*  The  duke  of  Ar* 
gyle,  having  waited  in  vain  for  the  promised  remittances, 
was  obliged  to  borrow  money  on  his  own  credit,  before  the 
British  troops  could  take  the  (ield«  At  length,  Staremberg 
advapced  towards  the  enemy,  who  attacked  him  at  the  pass 
of  Prato  d^l  Rey,  where  they  were  repulsed  with  consider'' 
able  damage.  After  this  action  the  duke  of  Argyle  was 
seized  with  a  violent  fever,  and  conveyed  back  to  ttarc^lo- 
na.  Veudom^  invested  the  castle  of  Cardona,  which  was 
vigorously  defended  till  the  end  of  December,  when/ -a 
detachment  being  sent  to  the  relief  of  the  place,  defeatad 
the  besiegers,  killed  two  thousand  on  the  spot,  and  took  ail 
their  artillery,'  ammaiiition,  and  baggage.  Staremberg  was 
unable  to  fbliow  the  hlow :  the  duke  of  Argyle  wrote  pres- 
sing lettetBto  the  ministry,  and  loudly  complained  that  he 
was  altogether  unsupported  $  hut  all  his  remonstrances  iwere 
ineffectual:  no  remittances  arrived ;  and  he  returned  to  Eng- 
land without  having  been  able  to  attempt  any  thing  of  im- 
portance. In  September,  king  Charles,  leaving  his  queeii 
at  Barcelona,  sailed  for  Italy,  and  at  Milan  hnd  an  inter- 
view with  the  duke  of  Savoy,  where  all  disputes  -were 
compromised,  ll^at  prince  had  forced  his  vmy  into  Saivoy, 
and  penetrated  as  far  as  the  Rhine  :  but  he  suddenly  hatted 
in  the  middle  of'  his  career,  and  after  a  sh^rt  camjpaiga 
repassed  (he  mountains.    Prince  Eugene,  at  the  head  of  the 
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Gennaa  fofc^s,  protected  the  electors  at  Fraskfbrt  from  the 
designs  of  the  enemy,  and  Charles  was  unanimously  chosen 
emptor ;  the  electors  of  Cologn  and  Bavaria  having  been 
excluded  from  voting,  because  they  lay  under  iht  ban  of 
the  empire*  The  war  between  the  Ottoman  Porte  aadVie 
Muscovites  was  of  short  duration.  The  c2ar  advanced 
so  far  into  Moldavia,  Uiat  he  was  cut  off  from  all  supplies^ 
and  altogether  in  the  power  of  his  enemy.  In  this  emer- 
gency, he  found  means  to  corrupt  the  grand  vizir  in  priv^ite, 
while  in  public  he  proposed  articles  of  peace  that  were 
accepted*  The  king  of  Sweden,  who  was  in  the  Turkish 
army,  charged  the  vizir  with  treachery,  and  that  minister 
was  actually  disgraced*  The  grand  seignior  threat^ed 
to  renew  the  war;  but  he  was  appeased  by  the  czar's 
surrendering  Asoph- 

$  XXXI.  The  English  ministry  had  conceived  great 
expectations  from  an  expedition  against  Quebec  and  Pla- 
ccntia,  in  North  America  planned  by  colonel  Nicholson, 
who  had  taken  possession  of  Nova  SCotia,  and  garrisoned 
Port  Royal,  to  which  he  gave  the  name  of  Annapolis*  He 
had  brought  four  Indian  chiefs  to  England,  and  represented 
the  advantages  that  would  redound  to  Uie  nation  in  point 
of  commerce,  should  the  French  be  expelled  from  America* 
The  ministers  relished  the  proposal.  A  body  of  6vM 
thousand  men  wai^  embarked  in  transports  under  the  com- 
n&and  of  brigadier  Hill,  brother  to  Mrs.  Masham  $  andnhey 
sailed  from  Plymouth  in  the  beginning  of  May,  with  a  strong 
squadron  of  ships  commanded  by  sir  Hovenden  Walker. 
At  Boston  in  New  England,  they  were  joined  by  tWo  re* 
giments  of  provincials;  and  about  four  thousand  men, 
consisting  of  American  planters.  Palatines,  and  Imlians, 
Tcodezv^used  nt  Albany,  in  order  to  march  by  land  into 
Canada,  while  the  fleet  sailed  up  the  river  of  that  name*' 
On  the  twenty-first  day  of  Ai^gust,  they  were  exposed  to  a 
vioki#atorm,  and  driven  among  rocks,  where  eight  irAns- 
poru  perished,  with  about  eight,  hundred  men.  The  ad- 
miral immediately  sailed  back  to  Spanish  River  bay,  where 
it  waa  determined  in  a  council  of  war,  that  as  the  fleet  and 
forces  were  victualled  for  ten  weeks  only,  and  they  could 
not  depend  upon  a  supply  of  provisions  froiia  New  England, 
they  should  return  home,  without  making  any  further  at* 
Vou  11.  P 
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tempt.  Such  was  the  issue  of  this  paltry  expeditloDi  iotirusted 
to  the  direction  of  a&  oflicer  without  talents  and  experience^ 
$  XXXIL  In  the  Irish  parliament  held  during  ^the 
summer^  the   duke  of  Ormond  and  the  majority  of  the 
pe^s  HBUpported  the  tory  interest,  while  the  commons 'ex** 
.    pressed  the  warmest  attachment  to  revolution  principles* 
The  two  houses  made  strenuous  representations,  and  pas- 
sed  severe  resolutions  against  each  other*    After  the  ses- 
sioi^,  sir  Constantine  Phipps,  the  chancellor,  and  general 
Itigoldsby,  w«re  appointed  justices  in  die  absence  of  the 
/  duke  of  Omiond,  who  returned  to  £ngland  m  the  month  of 

November*  In  Scotland  the  Jacobites  made  no  scruple  of 
professing  their  principles  and  attachments  to  the  pretender* 
The  dutchess  of  Gordon  presented  the  faculty  of  advo« 
cates  with  a  silver  medal,  representing  die  chevalier  do  St* 
George ;  and  on  die  reserve  the  British  Island,  with  the 
motto  ^^  ReditteJ^  Alter  some  debate,  it  was  voted  by  a 
majority  of  sixty  three  voices  against  twelve,  that  the 
dutchess  should'  be  thanked  for  this  token  of  her  regard* 
This  task  was  performed  by  Dundas  of  Amistoun,  who 
Aianked  her  grace  for  having  presented  them  with  a  medal 
of  their  sovereign  lord  the  king;  hoping,  and  being  coafi* 
dent,  that  her  grace  woidd  very  soon  have  an  6pportunily 
lb  compliment  the  faculty  with  a  second  medal,  atruek  up- 
on the  restoration  of  the  king  and  royal  family,  upon  At 
finlshtng  rebellion,  usurping  tyranny,  and  whiggery*  An 
account  of  this  transaction  being  laid  before  the  queen,  dM 
lord  advocate  was  ordered  to  inquif«  into  the  particulars* 
Hien  {he  faculty  were  so  intimidated,  that  they  disowned 
.  Dundas,  and' Home  his  accomplice*  They  pretended  that 
the  affittr  of  the  medsl  had  been  tmnsacted  by  a  party 
at  an  occasvanal  meeting,  and  not-by  general  consent;  and 
by  a  solemn  act  they  declared  their  attachment  to  the  queen 
and  the  protestant  succession*  The  court  was  satiaied  wtdi 
this  atonement:  but  the  resident  from  Hanover  having 
presented  a  memorial  to  the  qUoen,  desiring  that  Dundas 
s«id  his  assoeiates  might  be  prosecuted,  the  government  ve^ 
moved  sir  David  Dali<ymple  from  his  office  of  lond  ^dvo* 
eate,  on  pretence  of  his  having  been  too  remiss  in  prosecu^ 
.  lifkg  those  delinquents  :  and  no  further  inquiry  was  made 
iatb  the  affair* 
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$  XXXIII.  For  sometime  a  negotiation  for  peace  had 
been  carrjmig  on  between  the  court  of  France  and  the  new 
niinisteraf  who  had  a  double  aim  in  this  measure :  namely 
to  morttly  the  whigs  and  die  Dutdi,  whom  they  detested, 
and  to  free  their  country  from  a  rumous  war,  wldch  had  all 
tS^  ^pearance  of  becoming  habitual  to  the  constitution* 
They  foresaw  the  risk  they  would  run  by  entering  into 
-sO^h  measures,  should  e^rer  the  opposite  faction  regain  the 
ascendency:  they  knew  the  whigs  would  employ  all  dieur 
art  and  iiduence,  which  was  very  powerful,  in  Obstructing 
the  peace,  and  in  raising  a  popular  damour  against  the 
treaty.  But  their  motives  for  treating  were  such  as 
prompted  them  to  undervalue  sdl  those  difficulties  and  dan** 
gers.  They  hoped  to  obtain  such  advantages  in  point  of 
commerce  for  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain,  as  would  si* 
lence  all  detraction.  They  did  not  doubt  of  being  able  to 
maintain  the  superiority  which  they  had  acquired  in  parlia* 
ment ;  and  perhaps  some  of  them  cherished  views  ih  favour 
of  die  pretender,  whose  successimi  to  the  crown  would  have 
effectually  e^ablished  their  dominion  over  the  opposite  par- 
ty. The  earl  of  Jersey,  who  acted  in  concept  with*  Oxford^ 
sent  a  private  message  to  the  court  of  France,  importing 
the  queen's  earnest  desire  of  peace,  representing  the  impos- 
ttbility  of  a  private  negotiation,  as  the  ministry  was  obliged 
to  act  with  the  utmost  circumspection,  and  desiring  that 
Lewis  would  propose  to  the  Dutch  a  renewal  of  the  con« 
ferences,  in  whieii  case  tlie  English  plenipotentiaries  should 
have  such  instruetions^  that  it  woold  be  impossible  for  the 
states  general  to  prevent  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty.  This 
iotimatxHi  was  delivered  by  one  Gualtier,  an  obscure  priest, 
who  acted  as  chaplain  to  count  Gallas,  the  Imperial  am« 
bassador,  and  had  been  employed  as  a  spy  by  the  French 
ministry,  since  the  commencement  of  hostilities.  His  con- 
nexion with  lord  Jersey  was  by  means  of  that  nobleman's 
lady,  who  professed  the  Roman  catholic  religion.  His  mes- 
sage was  extremely  agreeable  to  the  court  of-  Versailles. 
lie  returned  to  London,  with  a  letter  of  compliment  from 
the  marquis  de  Torcy  to  the  earl  of  Jersey,  in  which  that 
minister  assured  him  of  his  master's  sincere  inclination  for 
peace,  though  he  was  averse  to  a  renewal  of  the  conferen^ 
ces  with  the  states  general.  Gualtier  wrote  a  letter  to  Vep* 


115  HISTOnY  OF  ENGLAND.  |  y  ^ , 

sallies,  desiring  in  the  name  of  the  English  ministr}',  that 
his  most  christian  majesty  would  communicate  to  them  his 
proposals  for  a  general  peace,  which  they  would  communis 
cate  to  the  states  general,  that  they  might  negotiate  in  con- 
cert with  their  allies.  A  general  answer  being  made  to  this 
intimation,  Gualtier  made  a  second  journey  to  Versailles, 
and  brought  over  a  memorial,  which  was  immediately  trans- 
mitted  to  Holland.  In  the  mean  time,  the  pensionary  en- 
deavoured to  renew  the  conferences  in  Holland.  Petkum 
wrote  to  the  French  minjstr}',  that  if  his  majesty  would 
resume  the  negotiation,  in  concert  with  the  queen  of  Great 
Britain,  he  should  certainly  have  reason  to  be  satisfied  with 
the  conduct  of  the  Dutch  deputies.  This  proposal  llewis 
declined,  at  the  desire  of  the  English  ministers. 

$  XXXIV-  The  states  general  having  perused  the  me- 
morial, assured  queen  Anne  that  they  were  ready  to  join 
with  her  in  contributing  .to  the  conclusion  of  a  durable 
peace ;  but  they  expressed  a  desire  that  the  French  king 
would  communicate  a  more  particular  plan  for  securing  the 
interest  of  the  allied  powers,  and  for  settling  the  repose  of 
]£urope.  GualUcr  was  once  more  sent  to  Versailles,'  ac- 
companied by  Mr.  Prior,  who  had  resided  ia  France  as 
secretary  to  the  embassies  of  the  earls  of  Portland  and  Jer- 
sey. This  gentleman  had  acquired  some  reputation  by  his 
poetical  talents ;  was  a  man  of  uncommon  ability,  insinua- 
ting address,  and  perfectly  devoted  to  the  tory  interest.  He 
was  empowered  to  communicate  the  preliminary  demands 
of  the  English;  to  receive  the  answer  of  the  Frepch  king; 
and  demand  whether  or  not  king  Philip  had  transmitted  a 
power  of  treating  to  his  grandfather.  He  arrived  incognito 
at  Fbntainbleau,  and  presented  the  queen's  memorial,  in 
which  she  demanded  a  barrier  for  the  Dutch  in  the  Ne- 
therlands, and  another  on  the  Rhine  for  the  empire ;  a  se- 
curity for  the  Dutch  commerce,  and  a  general  satisfaction 
to  all  her  allies.  She  required  that  the  strong  places  taken 
from  the  duke  of  Savoy  should  be  restored;  and  that  he 
should  possess  such  towns  and  districts  in  Italy  as  had  been 
ceded  to  him  in  treaties  between  him  and  his  allies :  that 
Lewis  should  acknowledge  queen  Anne  and  the  protestant 
succession;  demolish  the  fortifications  of  Dunkirk;  and 
agree  to  a  new  treaty  of  commerce :  that  Gibraltar  and 
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Port  Mdion  shoiild  tbe  ^yielded  to  the  crowa  of  Engkmd ; 
that  the  negro  trade  in  America,  at  that  time  carried  on  by 
die  French,  should  be  eeded  to  the  English,  together  with 
some  towns  on  that  continent,  where  the  slaves  might 
be  refmlied.  She  expected  security  that  her  subjects 
trading  to  Spain  should  enjoy  all  advantages  granted  by 
Aat  crown  to  the  most  favoured  nation :  that  she  should  be 
pat  ID  posacsttion  ^  Newfoundland  and  Hudson's  Bay,  ei« 
ther  by  way  of  restitution  or  cession;  and  that  both  nations 
should  continue  to  enjoy  whatever  territones  they  might 
b^  possessed  of  in  North  America  at  the  ratfficattoa  of  the 
treaties.  She  likewise  insisted  upon  a  security  that  the 
crowns  of  Fnince  and  Spain  should  never  be  united  on  the 
ttme  head.  Her  majesty  no  longer  insisted  upon  Philip's 
being  expelkd  from  the  throne  of  Spain  by  the  arms  of  his 
own  grandfather.  She  now  perceived  that  the  exorbitant 
power  of  the  house  of  Austria  would  be  as  dangerous  to  the 
liberty  of  Europe,  as  ever  that  of  the  family  of  Bourbon  had 
been  in  the  zenith  of  its  glory.  She  might  have  reme^nxbered 
the  excessive  power,  the  insolence,  the  ambition  of  Charles 
V.  and  Philip  II.  who  had  enslaved  so  many  countries,  and 
embroiled  all  Europe.  She  was  sincerely  desirous  of  peace, 
from  motives  of  humanity  and  compassion  to  her  subjects 
and  fellow  creatures :  She  was  eagerly  bent  upon  pfbcuring 
such  advantages  to  her  people,  as  would  enablethem  to  dis- 
charge the  heavy  load  of  debt  under  which  they  li^ured, 
and  recompense  them  in  some  measure  for  the  blood  and 
treasure  they  had  so  lavishly  expended  in  the  prosecution 
of  the.  war.  These  were  the  sentiments  of  a  christian 
princess-;  of  an  amiable  and  pious  sovereign^  who  bore  a 
share  in  the  grievances  of  her  subjects,  and  looked  upon 
thoa^  with  the  eyes  of  maternal  affection.  She  thought  she 
had  the  better  tide  to  insist  upon  those  advantages,  as  they 
had  been  already  granted  to  her  subjects  in  a  private  treaty 
with.king  Charles. 

$  XXXV*  As  Prior's  powers  were  limited  in  such  a 
manner  that  he  could  not  negotiate,  Mr.  Meaager,  deputy 
from  the  city  oPRouen  to  the  board  of  trade,  accompanied 
the  English  minister  to  London,  with  full  powers  to  settle 
the  preHmtnaries  of  the  treaty.  On  his  arrival  in  London, 
the  queen  imn^ediately  commbsioned  the  duke  of  Shrews- 
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bury,  the  earls  of  Jeney,  Daitmoudif  Oxf<Mrd,  and  Mr.  St. 
John,  to  treat  with  him  |  and  the  conferences  were  imme- 
diately begun*  After  long  and  various  disputes,  thejr 
agreed  upon  certain  preliminar>'  srticles,  which,  on  the 
eighth  day  of  October,  were  signed  by  the  French  mkiister; 
and  by  the  two  secretaries  of  state,  in  consequence  of  % 
wri.tten  order  from  her  majesty.  Thtst  Menager  was  pri« 
vately  introduced  to  the  queen  at  Windsor.  She  told  him 
she  was  averse  to  war :  that  she.  would  exert  aU  her  power 
to  conclude  a  speedy  peace :  that  she  should  be  glad  to  live 
upon  good  terms  with  the  king  of  France,  to  whom  she 
was  so  nearly  allied  in  blood :  she  expressed  her  hope  that 
there  would  be  a  'closer  imion  after  the  peace  between 
them,  and  between  their  subjects,  cemented  by  a  perfect 
correspondence  and  friendship.  The  earl  of  Strafibrd,  who 
had  been  lately  recalled  from  the  Hague,  where  he  resided 
as  amba8$ador,  was  now  seat  back  to  Holland,  with  orders 
to  communicate  to  the  pensionary  the  proposals  of  peace 
>7hich  France  had  made;  to  signify  the  queen's  sq>probatioii 
of  them,  and  propose  ^  place  where  the  plenipotentiaries 
should  assemble.  The  English  ministers  now  engaged  in 
an  intimate  correspondence  with  the  court  of  Versailles ; 
and  mareschal  TsiUard  being  released  from  his  confine- 
ment ai  Nottingham,  was  allowed  to  return  to  his  owa 
country  on  his  parol.  After  the  departure  of  Menager, 
the  preliminaries  were  communicated  to  count  Gallas,  the 
emperor's  minister,  who,  in  order  to  inflame  the  minds  of 
the  people,  caused  them  to  be  translated,  and  inserted  in 
one  of  the  daily  papers.  This  step  was  so  much  resented 
by  the  queen,  tha^  she  sent  a  message,  desiring  he  would 
come  no  more  to  court ;  but  that  he  might  leave  the  king- 
dom as  soon  as  he  should  think  proper.  He  tooi^  the  hint, 
and  retired  accordingly ;  but  the  queen  gave  the  emperor 
to  understand,  that  any  other  minister  he  should  appoint 
would  be  admitted  by  her  without  hesitation. 

$  XXXVI.  The  states  of  Holland,  alarmed  at  the 
preliminaries,  sent  over  Buys,  as  envoy  extraordinary,  to 
intercede  with  the  queen,  that  she  would  alter  her  resolu- 
tions; but  she  continued  steady  to  her  purpose;  and  the 
eail  of  Strafford  demanded  the  immediate  concurrence  of 
the  Sutes,  declaring,  in  the  queeoCs  nann^piat  she  would 
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Idok  upOH/tny  <leh7,  cm  their  p^,  /as  a  refosid  io  comply 
with  her  propositions.  Intimidated  by  this  declaration, 
they  agreed  to  open  their  general  conferenoes  at  Utrecht  ou 
ihe  first  day  of  January.  They  granted  passports  to  the 
Fxaoch  ministers;  while  the  qaeen  appointed  Robinson, 
bishop  of  Bristol,  suad  the  earl  of  Strafford,  her  plenipoten^ 
tiaries  at  the  congress.  Charles,  the  new  emperor,  being 
at  Milan  when  he  received  a  copy  of  the  prdiminaries, 
wrote  circular  letters  to  the  electors  and  the  princes  of  the 
eii4>ires,'  exhorting  them  to  persist  in  thc&r  engagements  to 
the  grand  alliance.  He  likewise  <Ie8ired  the  states  genend 
so  join  counsels  with  him  in  persuading  the  queen  of  £ng<* 
hnnl  to  reject  the  proposals  of  France,  and  prosecute  the 
war ;  or  at  least  to  negotiate  on  the  ibundation  of  the  first 
preliminaries,  which  had  been  signed  by  the  marquis  de 
Torcy*  He  wrote  a  letter  to  the  same  purpose  to  the 
queen  of  Great  Britain,  who  received  it  with  the  most  mor- 
^fying  indifiereace.  No  wonder  that  he  should  zealously 
contend  for  the  continuance  of  a  war,  the  expense  of  which 
she  and  the  Dutch  had  hitherto  almost  wholly  defmyed» 
The  new  preliminaries  were  severely  attacked  by  the 
irtiigs,  who  ridiculed  and  reviled  the  ministry  in  word  and 
wririag.  Pamphlets,  libels,  and  lampoons  were  to-day 
poblirfled  by  one  faction,  and  to-morrow  answered  by  the 
other.  They  contained  all  the  insinuations  of  malice  and 
contempt,  all  the  bitterness  of  reproach,  and  all  the  rancour 
of  recrimination.  In  the  midst  of  this  contention  the  queeir 
despatched  the  earl  of  Rivers  to  Hanover,  with  an  assurance 
to  the  elector,  that  his  succession  to  the  crown  should  be 
efleclually  ascertained  in  the  treaty.  The  earl  brought 
back  an  answer  in  writing :  but,  at  the  same  time,  his  elec- 
toral highness  ordered  baron  de  Bothmor,  his  envoy  in 
England,  to  present  a  memorisd  to  the  queen,  representing 
tlie  pernicious  consequences  of  Philip's  remsdning  in  pos* 
session  of  Spain  and  the  West  Indies.  This  remonstrance 
the  baron  published^  by  way  of  appeal  to  the  people,  and 
the  whigs  extolled  it  with  the  highest  encomiums :  but  the 
queen  and  her  ministers  resented  this  step,  as  an  officious 
and  tofiammalory  interposition. 

$  XXXVII.  The  proposals  of  peace  made  by  the  French 
king  were  disagreenble  even  to  some  individuals  of  the  tory 
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party/ and  certain  peers,  itYto  had  hitherto  adh^ioeA  to  tlu^ 
interest,  agreed  with  the  whigs,  to  make  a 'remonatrance 
against  the  preliminary  artides.  The  court  heipg  apprised 
of  their  intention,  prorogued  the  parliament  till  the  seventh 
day  of  December,  in  expectation  of  the  Stottish  peers,  OMrbo 
could  cast  the  balance  in  favour  of  the  ministry.  In  her 
speech  at  the  opening  of  the  session,  she  told  them,  thatji 
notwithstanding  the  arts  of  those  who  delighted  in  war,  the 
place  and  time  were  appointed  for  a  congress :  and  diat  the 
states  general  had  expressed  their  entire  confidence  in  her 
conduct.  She  declared  her  chief  concern  should  be  'to 
secure  the  succession  of  the  crown  in  the  house  of  Hanover# 
to  procure  all  the  advantages  to  the  nation  which  a  tender 
and  affectionate  sovereign  could  procure  for  a  dutiful  and 
loyal  people ;  and  to  obtain  satisfaction  for  all  her  alH»* 
She  observed,  that  the  most  effectual  way  to  procurer  as 
advantageous  peace,  would  be  to  make  preparations  fof 
carrying  on  the  war  with  vigour.  She  recommended  unS^ 
nimity,  and  prayed  God  would  direct  their  consultations*. 
In  the  house  of  lords,  the  earl  of  Nottingham,  who  had 
now  associated  himself  with  the  wfaigs,  inveigled  against 
the -preliminaries  as  captious  and  insufficient,  and  offmdil 
clause  to  be  inserted  in  the  address  of  thanks,  representing 
to  her  majesty,  that  in  ihe  opinion  of  the  house,  no  '^eace 
could  be  safe  or  honourable  to  Great  Britain  or  Europe,  4f 
Spain  and  the  West  Indies  should  be  allotted  to  any  branch 
of  the  house  of  Bourbon.  A  violent  debate  ensued,  in  the 
course  of -which  the  eati  of  Anglesey  represented  the  ne* 
cessity  of  easing  the  nation  of  the  burdens  incuired  by  an 
expensive  war.  He  affirmed  that  a  good  peace  might  have 
been  prociired  immediately  after  the  battle  of  Ramillies,  if 
it  had  not  been  prevented  by  some  persons  who  prolonged 
the  war  for  their  own  private  interest.  This  insinuation 
was  levelled  at  the  duke  of  Mariborough,  who  made  a  long 
speech  in  his  own  vindication.  He  bowed  to  the  place 
where  the  queen  sat  incognito;  and  appealed  to  her, 
whether,'  while  he  had  the  honour  to  serve  her  majesty  as 
general  and  plenipotentiary,  he  had  not  constantly  informed 
her  and  her  council  of  all  the  proposals  of  peace  which  had 
been  made;  and  had  not  desired  instructions  for  his  con- 
duct on  that  subject.     He  declared,  upon  his  conscience, 


and  in  presence  of  the  Supreme  Being,  before  whom  he 
expected  soon  to  appear,  that  he  was  ever  desirous  of  a 
safe,  honourable,  and  lasting  peace  ;  and  that  he  was  always 
very  far  from  entertaining  any  design  of  prolonging  the 
war  for  his  own  private  advantage,  as  his  enemies  had 
most  falsely  insinuated.  At  last  the  question  being  put, 
whether  the  earl  of  Nottingham's  advice  should^  be  part  of 
the  address ;  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative  by  a  small 
majority.  The  address  was  accordingly  presented,  and 
the  queen,  in  her  answer,  said,  she  shoulcrbe  very  sorry 
any  one  could  think  she  would  not  do  her  utmost  to  reco« 
ver  Spain  and  the  West  Indies  from  the  house  of  Bourbon. 
Against  this  advice,  however,  several  peers  protested, 
because  there  was  no  precedent  for  inserting  a  clause  of 
advice  in  an  address  of  thanks ;  and  because  they  looked 
upon  it  as  an  invasion  of  the  royal  prerogative.  In  the 
address  of  the  commons  there  was  no  such  article;  and 
therefore,  the  answer  they  had  received  was  warm  and 
cordial. 

$  XXXVIII.  The  4uke  of  Hamilton  claiming  a  seat 
in  the  house  of  peers,  as  duke  of  Brandon,  a  title  he  had 
lately  received,  was  opposed  by  the  anticourtiers,  who  pre- 
tended to  foresee  great  danger  to  the  constitution  from 
admitting  into  the  house  a  greater  number  of  Scottish  peers 
than  the  act  of  union  allowed.  Counsel  was  heard  upon 
the  validity  of  his  patent.  They  observed  that  no  objec- 
tion could  be  made  to  the  queen's  prerogative  in  conferring 
honours ;  and  that  all  the  subjects  of  the  united  kingdom 
were  equally  capable  of  receiving  honour.  The  house  of 
lords  had  already  decided  the  matter,  in  admitting  the  duke 
of  Queensberry  upon  his  being  created  duke  of  Dover. 
The  debate  was  managed  with  great  ability  on  both  sides : 
the  Scottish  peers  united  in  defence  of  the  duke's  claim; 
and  the  court  exerted  its  whole  strength  to  support  the 
patent.  Nevertheless,  the  question  being  put.  Whether 
Scottish  peers,  created  peers  of  Great  Britain  since  the 
tminn,  had  a  right  to  sit  in  that  house ;  it  was  carried  in  the 
negative  by  a  majority  of  five  voices ;  though  not  without  a 
protest  signed  by  the  lords  in  the  opposition.  The  Scottish 
peers  were  so  incensed  at  this  decision,  that  they  drew  up 
a  representadon  tp  the  queen,  complaining  of  it  as  an  in-^ 
Vol.  II.  Q 
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fringement  x)f  the  union,  and  a  mark  of  disgrai%:e  put  upon 
the  whole  peerage  of  Scotland.  The  hill  against  occasional 
conformity  was  revived  by  the  earl  of  Nottingham,  in 
more  moderate  terms  than  those  that  had  been  formerly 
rejected ;  and  it  passed  both  houses  by  the  connivance  of 
the  whigs,  upon  the  ea\"l's  promise,  that  if  they  would  con- 
sent to  this  measure,  he  wonld  bring  over  many  friends  to 
join  them  in  matters  of  greater  consequence.  On  the 
twenty-second  day  of  December,  the  queen  being  indis- 
posed, grantecf  a  commission  to  the  lord  keeper,  and  some 
other  peei^s,  to  give  the  royal  assent  to  this  bill,  and  another 
for  the  land  tax.  The  duke  of  Devonshire  obtained  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  for  giving  precedence  of  all  peers  to  the 
electoral  prince  of  Hanover,  as  the  duk»  of  Cambridge. 
An  address  was  presented  to  the  quieen,  desiring  she  would 
give  instructions  to  her  plenipotentiaries,  to  consult  with  the 
ministers  of  the  allies  in  Holland  before  the  opening  of  the 
congress ;  that  they  might  concert  the  necessary  measures 
for  proceeding  with  unanimity,  the  better  to  obtain  the  great 
ends  proposed  by  her  majesty. 

$  XXXIX.  The  commissioners  for  examining  the  pub- 
lic accounts,  having  discovered  that  the  duke  of  Marlbo- 
rough had  received  an  annual  present  of  five  or  six  thousand 
pounds  from  the  contractors  of  bread  to  the  army,  the 
queen  declared  in  council,  that  she  thought  fit  to  dismiss 
him  from  all  his  employments,  that  the  matter  might  be 
impartially  examined.  This  declaration  was  imparted  to 
Jiim  in  a  letter  under  her  own  hand,  in  which  she  took  oc- 
casion tp  complain  of  the  treatment  she  had  received.  She 
probably  alluded  to  the  insolence  of  his  dutchess ;  the  sub- 
jection in  which  she  had  been  kept  by  the  late  ministry ; 
and  the  pains  lately  taken  by  the  whigs  to  depreciate  her 
conduct,  and  thwart  her  measures  with  respect  to  the  peace. 
The  duke  wrote  an  answer  to  her  majesty,  vindicating  him- 
self from  the  charge  which  had  been  brought  against  his 
character ;  and  his  two  daughters,  the  countess  of  Sunder- 
land and  the  lady  Railton,  resigned  their  places  of  ladies  in 
the  bedchamber.  The  ministry,  in  order  to  ascertain  a 
majority  in  the  house  of  lords,  persuaded  the  queen  to  take 
a  measure  which  nothing  but  necessity  could  justify.      She 
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created  twelve  peers  at  once,*  and  on  the  second  of  January 
they  were  introduced  into  the  upper  house  without  opposi- 
dcm.  The  lord  keeper  delivered  to  the  house  a  message 
from  the  queen,  desiring,  they  would  adjourn  to  the  four- 
teenth day  of  the  month.  The  anticourtiers  alleged,  that 
the  queen  could  not  send  a  message  to  any  one  house  to 
adjourn,  but  ought  to  have  directed  it  to  both  houses.  This 
objection  produced  a  debate,  which  was  terminated  in  fa- 
vour of  the  court  by  the  weight  of  the  twelve  new  peers. 

§  XL.  At  ^is  period  prince  Eugene  arrived  in  Eng- 
land, with  a  letter  to  the  queen  from  the  emperor,  and 
instructions  to  propose  a  new  scheme  for  prosecuting  the 
war.  His  errand  was  hue  from  being^  agreeable  to  the 
ministry:  and  they  suspected  that  his  real  aim  was  to 
manage  intrigues  among  the  discontented  party,  who  op- 
posed the  peace.  Nevertheless,  he  was  treated  with  that 
respect  which  was  due  to  his  quality  and  eminent  talents. 
The  ministers,  the  nobility,  and  officers  of  distinction, 
yisited  him  at  his  arrival.  He  was  admitted  to  an  audi- 
ence of  the  queen,  whu  received  him  with  great  compla- 
cency. Having  perused  the  letter  which  he  delivered,  she 
expressed  her  concern  that  her  health  did  not  permit  her 
to  speak  with  his  highness  as  often  as  she  could  wish ;  but 
that  she  had  ordered  the  treasurer  and  secretary  St.  John 
to  receive  his  proposals,  and  confer  with  him  as  frequendy 
as  he  should  think  proper.  He  expressed  extraordinary 
respect  for  the  duke  of  Marlborough,  notwithstanding  his 
disgrace.  The  lord  treasurer,  while  he  entertained  him  at 
dinner,  declared  that  he  looked  upon  that  day  as  the  hap- 
piest in  the  whole  course  of  his  life,  since  he  had  the  honour 
to  see  in  his  house  the  greatest  captain  of  the  age.     The 

c  Lord  ComptoQ  and  lord  Bruce,  soni  of  the  earls  of  Northampton  and  Aylct- 
barjt  ve»  ^aUed  up  hj  writ  to  the  house  of  peers  The  other  ten  were  these : 
Locd  DuplJBt  of  the  ungdom  of  Scotland,  created  baron  Hay  of  liedwardin,  in 
the  eountjr  of  Herdfbrd  ;  lord  riscouot  Windsor,  of  Irdand,  made  baron  Mount- 
joy^,  in  the  Ijiit  of  Wttht ;  Henry  Faget,  son  of  lord  Pugei,  created  baron  Burton, 
u  die  county  of  StaRord ;  ar  Thomas  Mansel,  baron  Mansel  of  Margaro,  in  the 
eonnty  of  CflamorKan ;  sir  Thomas  Willoughby,  baron  Middleton,  of  Middleton, 
in  the  eomity  of  Warwick;  sir  Thomas  Trevor,  baron  Trevor,  of  Bromham,  in 
the  ooon^  of  Bedford ;  Georse  Gi<anville,  baron  Lansdown,  of  Uiddeford,  in  the 
coonty  or  Devon  ;  Samuel  ft^isham,  baron  Masham,  of  Oats,  Su  the  county  of 
Eases;  Thomas  Foley,  baron  Foley,  of  Kidderminster,  in  the  county  of  Worcc- 
ater ;  and  Allen  Bathurst,  baron  Bathiirst,  of  Bathelsdcn,  in  the  county  of  Be«U 
ftiMU — On  the  first  day  of  their  being  introdueed,  when  the  question  was  put  about 
^joarwng,  the  «ffl  of  Wharton  asked  one  of  them,  **\yhcther  they  voted  by 
their  foreman  V^ 
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prince  is  said  to  have  replied,  ^*  If  I  am^  h  is  owing  ib 
^^  your  lordship."  Alluding  to  the  disgrace  of  Marlbo- 
rough, ivhom  the  earl's  intrigues  had  deprived  of  all  mill* 
tary  command.  When  bishop  Burnet  conversed  with  htm 
about  the  scandalous  libels  that  were  every  day  puMished 
against  the  duke,  and  in  particular  mentioned  one  part- 
graph,  in  which  the  author  allowed  he  had  been  once  foiv 
tunate,  the  prince  observed  it  was  the  greatest  commenda- 
tion  that  could  be  bestowed  upon  him,  as  it  implied  that  all 
his  other  successes  were  owing  to  his  courage  and  conduct. 
While  the  nobility  of  both  parties  vied  with  each  ot^ier  in 
demonstration  of  respect  for  this  noble  stranger;  while  he 
was  adored  by  the  wfaigs,  and  admired  by  the  people,  who 
gazed  at  him  in  crowds  when  he  appeared  in  public  :  even 
in  the  midst  of  all  these  caresses,  party  riots  were  excited 
to  insult  his  person,  and  some  scandalous  reflections  upon 
his  mother  were  inserted  in  one  of  the  public  papers.  Hie 
queen  treated  him  with  distinguished  marks  of  regard; 
and,  on  her  birthday,  presented  him  with  a  sword  worth 
five  thousand  pounds.  Nevertheless,  she  looked  upon  him 
as  a  patron  and  friend  of  that  turbulent  faction  to  which 
she  owed  so  much  disquiet.  She  knew  he  had  been  pressed 
to  come  over  by  the  whig  noblemen,  who  hoped  his  presence 
would  inflame  the  people  to  some  desperate  attempt  upon 
the  new  ministry :  she  was  not  ignorant  that  he  held  private 
conferences  with  the  duke  of  Marlborough,  the  earl  of 
Sunderland,  the  lords  Somers,  Halifax,  and  all  the  chiefs  of 
that  party  ;  and  that  be  entered  into  a  close  connexion 
with  the  baron  de  Bothmar,  the  Hanoverian  envoy,  who 
had  been  very  active  in  fomenting  the  disturbances  of  the 
people* 

$  XLI.  Her  majesty,  who  had  been  for  some  time 
afflicted  with  the  gout,  sent  a  message  to  both  houses,  oi» 
the  seventeenth  day  of  January,  signifying  that  the  pleni- 
potentiaries were  arrived  at  Utrecht :  and.  that  she  was 
employed  in  making  preparations  for  an  early  campaign : 
she  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  commons  would  proceed  in 
giving  the  necessary  despatch  to  the  supplies.  The  lord 
treasurer,  in  order  to  demonstrate  his  attachment  to  the 
protestant  succession,  brought  in  a  bill  which  had  been 
proposed  by  the  duke  of  Devonshire,  giving  precedence  to 
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liie  whole  electoral  feinil^,  as  children  and  nephews  of  the 
crown ;  and,  when  it  was  passed  into  an  dct,  he  sent  it 
over  to  Hanover  by  Mr.  Thomas  Harley.  The  sixteen 
peers  for  Scotland  were  prevailed  upon,  by  promise  of 
satisfaction,  to  resume  their  seats  in  the  upper  house,  from 
wMch  diey  had  absented  themselves  since  the  decision 
against  the  patent  of  the  d«ke  of  Hamilton :  but  whatever 
pecuniary  recompense  they  might  have  obtained  from  the 
court,  on  which  they  were  meanly  dependent,  they  received 
no  satisfaction  from  the  parliament*  The  commons,  find- 
ing Mn  Walpole  very  troublesome  in  their  house,  by  ^his 
tidents,  activity,  and  zealous  attachment  to  the  whig  inter- 
est, found  means  to  discover  some  clandestine  practices  in 
which  he  was  concerned  as  secretar}"  at  war,  with  regard 
to  die  forage  coniract  in  Scotland.  The  contractors,  rather 
than  admit  into  their  partnership  a  person  whom  he  had 
recommended  for  that  purpose,  chose  to  present  his  friend 
with  five  hundred  pounds.  Their  bill  was  addressed  to 
Mr.  Walpole,  who  indorsed  it,  and  his  friend  touched  the 
money.^  This  transaction  was  interpreted  into  a  bribe. 
Mr.  Walpole  was  voted  guilty  of  corruption,  imprisoned 
in  the  Tower,  and  expelled  the  house.  Being  afterwards 
rechosen  by  the  same  borough  of  Lynn  Regis,  which  he 
had  before  represented,  a  petition  was  lodged  against  him, 
and  the  commons  voted  him  incapable  of  being  elected  a 
meinber  to  serve  in  the  present  parliament. 

$  XLII.  Their  next  attack  was  upon  the  duke  of 
Marlborough,  who  was  found  to  have  received  a  yearly 
sum  from  sir  Solomon  Medina,  a  Jew,  concerned   in  the 

d  The  commiMionen  appointed  for  taking,  ttating,  ami  examiniue  th« , 
pablie  accounts,  faaving  made  their  report  touching  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Walpole, ' 
the  hooae,  after  a  long  debate,  came  to  the  following  rnolutions :  1.  That  Robert 
Walpole,  esq.  a  member  of  this  house,  in  receiving  the  sum  of  five  hundred  gui<* 
neaa,  and  in  taking  a  note  for  five  hun<b*ed  more,  on  account  of  t«ro  contracts  for 
fbnge  of  lier  majettyV  troops,  quartered  in  North  Britain,  made  byhim  when 
aeeretaiT  at  war,  pursuant  to  a  power  granted  to  him  by  the  late  lord  treasurer,  is 
waSttf  or  a  high  breach  of  trust  and  notorious  corruptiOQ.  3.  I'hat  the  said  Ko« 
bert  Walpole,  esq.  be  for  the  said  oifence  committed  prisoner  to  the  Tower  of 
London,  diuin|;  the  pleasure  of  this  house ;  and  that  \f  r  Speaker  do  issue  his 
warrant  aeeordingly.  3.  That  the  ssid  Robert  Walpole,  esq.  be  for  the  said  of- 
fence also  expelled  the  house,  and  that  the  report  of  the  commissioners  of  tiubiio 
aMoontshe  taken  into  fiuther  consideration  that  day  se'unight — It  appeared  from 
the  depoeitiooa  of  witnesses  that  the  public  had  been  defrauded  considerably  by 
these  eootracts — a  veir  severe  speech  was  made  in  the  house,  ahd  next  day  pub- 
lisiwd,  rcflectinff  apoo  Mr.  Walpole,  as  gttilty  of  the  worst  kind  of  corruption ;  and 
sir  Peter  King  deelared  in  tlie  house,  that  he  deserved  hanging  as  well  as  he  de- 
serted ifnpfiionmentand  expulsion. 
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contract  for  furnishingthe  army  with  bread;  to  hanre  bees 
g^ratified  by  the  queen  with  ten  thousand  pounds  a  year  to 
defray  the  expense  of  intelligence;  and  to  have  pocketed  a 
deduction  of  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  from  the  pay  of  the 
foreign  troops  maintained  by  England*  It  was  alleged,  in 
his  justification,  that  the  present  from  the  Jews  was  a 
customary  perquisite,  which  ha4  always  been  enjoyed  by 
jhe  general  of  the  Dutch  army :  that  the  deduction  of  two 
and  a  half  per  cest.  was  granted  to  him  by  an  express 
warrant  from  her  majesty :  that  all  the  articles  of  the 
charge  joined  together  did  not  exceed  thirty  thousand 
pounds,  £l  sum  much  inferior  to  that  which  had  beea 
allowed  to  king  William  for  contingencies;  that  tho 
money  was  expended  in  procurifig  intelligence,  which  was 
so  exact  that  the  duke  was  never  surprised:  that  none  of 
his  parties  were  ever  intercepted  or  cut  off;  and  all  the 
des^s  were  by  these  means  so  well  concerted,  that  he 
never  once  miscarried.  Notwithstanding  these  represent 
taiions  the  majority  voted  that  his  practices  had  been  un« 
warrantable  and  illegal ;  and  that  the  deduction  was  to  be 
accounted  for  as  public  money.  These  r€solutions<«wttre 
communicated  to  the^  queen,  who  ordered  the  attorney 
general  to  prosecute  the  duke  for  the  money  he  had  de- 
ducted by  virtue  of  her  own  warrant.  Such  practices 
were  certainly  mean  and  mercenary,  and  greatly  tarnished 
the  glory  which  the  duke  had  acquired  by  his  military 
talents,  and  other  shining  qualities. 

$  XLIIL  The  commons  now  directed  the  stream  of 
their  resentment  against  the  Dutch,  who  had  certainly  ex- 
erted all  their  endeavours  to  overwhelm  the  new  ministry^ 
and  retard  the  negotiations  for  peace.  They  maintained 
an  intimate  correspondence  with  the  whigs  of  England. 
They  diffused  the  most  invidious  reports  against  Oxford 
and  secretarj^  St.  John.  Buys,  their  envoy  at  London, 
acted  the  part  of  an  incendiary,  in  suggesting  violent  mea- 
sures to  the  malcontents,  and  caballing  against  the  govern- 
ment. The  ministers,  by  way  of  reprisal,  influenced  the  house 
of  commons  to  pass  some  acrimonious  resolutions  against  the 
states  general.  They  alleged  that  the  States  had  been  de-. 
ficient  in  their  proportion  of  troops,  both  in  Spain  and  in 
the  Netherlands,  during  the  whole  course  of  the  war ;  and 


that  the  qaeen  had  paid  above  three  miUions  of  crowns  in 
subsidies,  above  what  she  was  obliged  to  advance  by  her 
engagements.     They  attacked  the  barrier  treaty,  which  had 
been  concluded  with  the  States  by  lord  Townshend,  after 
the  conferences  at  Gertruydenberg.     By  this  agreement, 
England  guaranteed  a  barrier  in  the  Netherlands  to  the 
Dutch;  and  the  States  bound  themselves  to  maintain,  with 
their  whole  force,  the  queen's  tide,  and  the  protestant-suc- 
cessicm.     The  tories  affirmed  that  England  was  disgraced 
by  engaging  any  other  state  to  defend  a  succession  which 
the  nation  might  see  cause  to  alter :  that«  by  this  treaty,  the 
States  were  authorized  to  interpose  in  British  counsels : 
that,  being  possessed  of  all  those  strong  towns  they  might 
exclude  the  English  from  trading  to  them,  and  interfere 
with  the  manufactures  of  Great  Britain.     The   house  of 
commons    voted,   that  in   the  barrier  treaty   there   wer^ 
several  articles  destructive  to   the   trade  and  interest  of 
.Great  Britain,  and  therefore  highly  dishonourable  to  her 
majesty:    that  the  lord  viscount  Townshend  was  not  au- 
thorized to  conclude  several  articles  in  that  treaty :  that  he 
and  all  those  who  had  advised  its  being  ratified  were  ene- 
mies to  the  queen  and  kingdom.     All  their  votes  were  di- 
gested into  a  long  representation  presented  to  the  queen, 
in  which  they  averred  that  England,  during,  the  war,  had 
been  overcharged  nineteen  millions;  a  circumstance  that 
implied  mismanagement  or  fraud  in  the  old  ministry.    The 
States,  alarmed  at  these  resolutions,  wrote  a  respectful  let- 
ter to  the  queen,  representing  the  necessity  of  a  barrier, 
for  the  mutual  security  of  England  and  the  United  Pro- 
vinces.    They   afterwards   drew  up  a  large  memorial  in 
vindication  of  their  proceedings  during  the  war ;  and  it 
was  published  in  one  of  the  English  papers.     The  commons 
immediately  voted  it  a   false,  scandalous,  and   malicious 
libel,  reflecting  upon  the  resolutions  of  the  house ;  and  die 
printer  ^d  publisher  were  taken  into  custody,  as  guilty  of 
a  breach  of  privilege. 

$  XLIV.  They  now  repealed  the  naturalization  act.* 
They  passed  a  bill  granting  a  toleration  to  the  episcopal 
clergy  in  Scotland,  without  paying  the  least  regard  to  a 
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representation  from  the  general  assembly  to  the  qaeen, 
declaring  that  the  act  for  securing  the  presbyterian  go- 
vernment was  an  essential  and  fundamental  condition  of 
the  treaty  of  union.  The.  house,  notwithstanding  this  re- 
monstrance, proceeded  with  the  bill,  and  inserted  a  clause 
prohibiting  civil  magistrates  from  executing  the  sentences 
of  the  kirk  judicatories.  The  episcopal,  as  well  as  the 
p^-esbytcrian  clergy,  were  required  to  take  the  oaths  of 
abjuration,  that  they  might  be  upon  an  -equal  footing  in 
case  of  disobedience ;  for  the  commons  well  knew  that  this 
condition  would  be  rejected  by  both  from  very  different 
motives.  In  order  to  exasperate  the.  presbyterians  with 
further  provocations,  another  act  was  passsed  for  dis- 
continuing the  courts  of  judicature  during  the  Christ- 
mas holidays,  which  had  never  been  kept  by  persons  of 
that  persuasion^  When  this  bill  was  read  for  the  third 
time  sir  David  Dalrymple  said,  *"*"  since  the  house  is  re- 
^^  solved  to  make  no  toleration  on  the  body  of  this  bill, 
^*  I  acquiesce ;  and  only  desire  it  may  be  entitled,  a  bill 
"  for  establishing  jacobitism  and  immorality."  The  cha- 
grin of  the  Scottish  presbyterians  was  completed  by  a  third 
bill,  restoring  the  right  of  patronage,  which  had  been  taken 
-away  when  the  discipline  of  the  kirk  was  last  established. 
Prince  Eugene  having  presented  a  memorial  to  the  queen, 
touching  the  conduct  of  the  emperor  during  the  war,  and 
containing  a  proposal  with  relation  to  the  affairs  of  Spain, 
the  queen  communicated  the  scheme  .to  the  house  of  com- 
mons, who  treated  it  with  the  most  contemptuous  neglect* 
The  prince,  finding  all  his  efforts  ineffectual,  retired  to  the 
continent,  as  much  displeased  with  the  ministry,  as  he  had 
reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  people  of  England.  The 
commons  having  settled  the  funds  for  the  supplies  of  the 
year,  amounting  to  six  millions,  the  treasurer  formed  the 
plan  of  a  bill  appointing  commissioners  to  examine  the 
value  and  consideration  of  all  the  grants  made  since  the 
revolution.  His  design  was  to  make  a  general  resump- 
tion :  but  as  the  interest  of  so  many  noblemen  was  con- 
cerned, the  bill  met  with  a  very  warm  opposition:  not- 
withstanding which  it  would  have  certainly  passed,  had 
not  the  duke  of  Buckingham  and  the  earl  of  Strafford 
absented  themselves  from  the  house  during  the  debate. 
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\  I.  TTie  conferences  opened  at  Utrecht.  $  H.  The 
^een^s  measures  obstructed  by  the  allies.  §  III.  The 
Death  of  the  Dauphin  and  his  son.  §  IV.  The  ^een 
demanth  Philip^s  renunciation  of  the  Crown  of  France. 
§  V.  The  Duke  of  Ormond  takes  the  command  of  the 
British  forces  in  Flanders.  $  VI-  He  is  restricted f torn 
acting  ajgainst  the  enemy.  $  VII.  Debate  in  the  House 
of  Lords  on  this  subject.  §  VIII.  A  loyal  address  of 
the  Commons.  $  IX.  Philip  promises  fo  renounce  the 
Crown  of  France.  $  X.  The  ^leen  communicates  the 
plan  of  the  peace  in  a  speech  to  both  Houses  of  Parli- 
ament. $  XI.  Exceptions  taken  to  some  of  the  articles^ 
in  the  House  of  Lords.  $  XII.  il  motion  for  a  guaranty 
of  the  Protestant  succession  by  the  Allies  rejected  in  the 
House  of  Commons.  $  XIII.  The  Duke  of  Ormond 
declares  to  Prince  Eugene,  that  he  can  no  longer  cover 
the  siege  of  ^lesnoy.  $  XIV.  Irruption  into  France 
by  General  Grovestein.  $  XV.  The  foreign  troops  in 
British  pay  refuse  to  march  with  the  Duke  of  Ormond. 
$  XVI.  Who  proclaims  a  cessation  of  arms,  and  besieges 
Ghent  and  Bruges.  §  XVII.  The  Allies  defeated'  at 
Denain.  $  XVIII.  Progress  of  the  conferences  at 
Utrecht.  $  XIX.  The  Duke  of  Hamilton  and  Lord 
Mohun  are  killed  in  a  duel.  The  Duke  of  Marlborough 
retires  to  the  Continent.  $  XX.  The  States  General  sign 
the  Barrier  treaty.  $  XXI.  The  other  allies  become 
more  tractable.  $  XXII.  The  peace  with  France  signed 
at  Utrecht.  $  XXIII.  Both  Houses  of  Parliament  con- 
gratulate  the  ^een  on  the  peace.,  §  XXIV.  Substance 
of  the  treaty  with  France.  $  XXV.  Objections  to  the 
treaty  of  commerce.  $  XXVI.  Debates  in  the  House 
of  Lords  on  the  malt  tax  for  Scotland.  The  Scottish  lords 
Vol.  II.  R 
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fnovefor  a  bill  to  dUeohe  the  Union,  $  XXVII*  Addrt$$ 
of  the  Commons  (ibout  Dunkirk.  ^  XXVIII.  Violence 
of  parties  in  England*  §  XXIX*  Proceedings  of  the 
Parliament  of  Ireland*  $  XXX*  New  Parliament  it^ 
England,  Writers  employed  by  both  parties.  $  XXXL 
Treaty  of  Rastadt  between  the  Emperor  and  France, 
$  XXXII.  Principal  articles  in  the  treaty  between 
Great  Britain  and  Spain,  Meeting  of  the  Parliaments 
§  XXXIII.  Th^  House  of  Lords  takes  cognisance  of  a 
fibel  against  the  Septs.  $  XXXrV«  Mr.  Steel  expelled 
the  House  of  Commons.  $  XXXV.  Precautions  by  the 
Whigs  for  the  security  of  the  Protestant  sifccession^ 
$  XXXVJ.  Debates  in  the  House  of  Lords  concerning 
the  Pretender  and  the  Catalans.  $  XXXVII.  They  ad- 
dress the  ^een  to  set  a  price  on  the  head  of  the  Pre- 
tender. $  XXXVIH.  A  writ  demanded  for  the  Electoral 
Prince  of  Hanover^  as  Duke  of  Cambridge.  §  XXXIX« 
Death  of  the  Princess  Sophia.  BiU  to  prevent  the  growth 
of  Schism.  §  XL.  Another  against  all  who  should  list^ 
or  be  enlisted  in  a  foreign  service.  §  XLI.  The  Par- 
liam^nt  prorogued»  $  XLII.  The  Treasurer  disgraced, 
$  Xiflll*  Precautions  taken  for  securing  the  peace  of 
the  kingdom^     $  Xliiy.  flsath  and  character  of^een 

^  I.  IN  the  month  of  Jaauaiyt  the  conferences 
^r  p<^^  began  at  VJtrecht.  The  earl  of  Jersey  would 
have  been  appointed  the  plenipotentiary  for  England,  but 
he  dying  after  th^  correspondence  with  the  court  of  France 
was  e»tab)isl^ed,  the  queen  ponferred  tha^  charge  upon 
{lobinsoiit  bishop  of  Bristol,  lord  privy  seal,  and  the  earl 
pf  Stt'^ord?  The  chief  of  the  Dutch  deputies  n9imed  for 
|he  congrean,  were  BuyQ  and  Vanderdu^sen  j  the  French 
^ipg  granted  his  pqwers  to  the  mareschal  d'Uxelles,  the 
{lbl>pt  (aftefrwarda  cardinal)  de  Polignac,  ^pd  Menager, 
WhP  b^  b$^9  i^  ]£nglandr  Tl^fs  minister^  of  the  epoperor 
}IDd  ^voy  lii^ewise  a««iated  at  the  conferences,  to  which 
the*  empire;  find  the  other  s^llie^  ^kewise  sent  their  pleni? 
^tefUifMr^Cf ,  tbougli  tiQt  ^ithoHt  reluptaQcCf     VVs  9W  the^e 


powen^tttept  Frtnc^,  iiilertiuiied  Mntim^ntd  irety  difliiretit 
from  those  of  her  Britannic  majesty,  the  confetences  seemed  • 
cakukted  rather  to  retard  than  accelerate  a  pacificaCion. 
The  queen  of  England  had  foreseen  and  provided  against 
diese  difficulties*  Her  gr^at  end  was  to  free  her  subjects 
from  the  miseries  attending  an  unprofitable  war,  and  to 
restore  peace  to  Europe ;  and  this  aim  she  was  resolved  to 
accomplish,  in  spite  of  all  opposition.  She  had  also  deter-* 
mined  to  procure  reaaonable  terms  of  accommodation  fot^ 
her  allies,  without,  however,  continuing  to  lavish  the  blood 
and  treasure  of  her  people  in  supporting  their  extravagant 
demands.  The  emperol*  obstinately  insisted  upon  his 
claim  to  the  whole  Spanish  monarchy,  refusing  to  give  up 
the  least  title  of  his  pretensions ;  and  the  Dutch  adhered 
to  the  old  preliminaries  which  Lewis  had  formerly  ^re" 
jected.  The  queen  saw  that  the  liberties  of  Europe  would 
be  exposed  to  much  greater  danger  from  an  actual  union 
of  the  imperial  and  Spanish  crowns  in  one  head  of  the 
house  of  Austria,  than  from  a  bare  possibility  of  Spain's 
being  united  with  France  in  one  branch  of  the  house  of 
Bourbon.  She  knew  by  experience  the  difficulty  of  de- 
dironing  Philip,  rooted  as  he  was  in  the  affections  of  a 
brave  and  loyal  people;  and  that  a  prosecution  of  this 
design  would  serve  no  purpose  but  to  protract  the  war, 
and  augment  the  grievances  of  the  British  nation.  She 
was  wdl  acquainted  with  the  distresses  of  the  French, 
which  she  considered  as  pledges  of  their  monarch's  sin* 
eerity.  She  sought  not  the  total  ruin  of  that  people, 
already  reduced  to  the  brink  of  despair.  The  dictates  of 
true  policy  dissuaded  her  from  contributing  to  further  con- 
quest in  that  kingdom,  which  would  have  proved  the  source 
of  contention  among  the  allies,  depressed  the  house  of 
Bourbon  below  the  standard  of  importance  which  the  balance 
of  Europe  required  it  should  maintain,  and  aggf ati(Hze  the 
•tates  general  at  the  expense  of  Great  Britain*  As  she 
had  borne  the  chief  burden  of  the  war,  she  had  a  right  to 
take  the  lead,  and  dictate  a  plan  of  pacification ;  at  least, 
she  had  a  right  to  consult  the  welfare  of  her  own  kingdom^ 
in  delivering,  by  a  separate  peate,  her  subjects  from  tlio^e 
tnormous  Ibads  which  they  could  no  longer  sustain ;  and 
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a)ie  was  well  enough  ftwure  of  her  own  eonsequeaee^  ^ 
think  she  could  obtain  advantageous  conditions* 

§  IL  Such  were  the  sentiments  of  the  queen ;  and  her 
ministers  seem  to  have  acted  on  the  same  principles, 
though  perhaps  party  motives  may  have  helped  to  influenoe 
their  conduct.  The  allies  concurred  in  opposing  with  all 
their  might  any  treaty  which  could  not  gratify  their  different 
views  of  avarice,  interest,  and  ambition.  ^  They  practised 
a  thousand  little  artifices  to  intimidate  the  queen,  to  excite 
a  jealousy  of  Lewis,  to  blacken  the  chsiracters  of*  her 
ministers,  to  raise  and  keep  up  a  dangerous  ferment  among 
her  people,  by  which  her  life  and  government  were  en- 
dangered. ~  She  could  not  fail  to  resent  these  efforts,  which 
greatly  perplexed  her  measures,  and  obstnieted  her  design* 
Her  ministers  were  sensible  of  the  dangerous  predicament 
in  which  they  stood,  llie  queen's  health  was  much  im* 
paired ;  and  the  successor  countenanced  the  opposite  fac* 
tion.  In  case  of  their  sovereign's  deaths  they  bad  nothing 
to  expect  but  prosecution  and  ruin  for  obeying  her  com- 
mands ;  they  saw  no  hope  of  safety,  except  in  renouncing 
their  principles,  and  submitting  to  their  adversaries;  or 
else  in  taking  such  measures  as  would  hasten  the  pacifica- 
tion,  that  the  troubles  of  the  kingdom  might  be  appeased,, 
and  the  people  be  satisfied  with  ihcir  conduct,  before  death, 
should  deprive  them  of  their  sovereign's  protection.  With 
this  view  they  advised  her  to  set  on  foot  a  private  nego* 
tiation  with  Lewis  to  stipulate  certaui  advantages  for  her 
own  subjects  in  a  concerted  plan  of  peace  ^  to  enter  into 
such  mutual  confidence  with,  that  monarch,  as  would  anti- 
cipate ail  clandestine  transactions  to  her  prejudice,  and  in 
some  measure  enable  her  to  prej^cribe  terms  for  her  allies*. 
The;  plan  was  judiciously  formed ;  but  executed  with  too 
much  precipitatipn.  The  stipulated  advantages  Were  not 
such  as  she  had  a  right  to  demand  and  insist  upon ;  and 
without  all  doubt,  better  might  have  been  obtained,  had  not 
the  obstinacy  of  the  allies  abroad,  and  the  violent  conduct 
of  the  whig  faction  at  home,  obliged  the  ministers  to  relax, 
in  9ome  material  points,  and  hasten  the  conclusion  of  the 
treaty. 

$  IIL  The  articles  being  privately  regulated  between, 
the  two  conns  of  London   and  Vefsftilles,   the   English. 


plcpipotcadaries  at  Utrecht  were  f ttrnithed  witli  general 
powers  and  imtnictions,  being  ignorant  of  the  agreement 
which  the  queen  had  made  with  the  French  monarchy 
loaching  the  kingdom  of  Spain,  which  was  indeed  the  basis 
of  the  treaty.  This  secret  plan  of  negotiation,  however, 
had  well  nigh  been  destroyed  by  some  unforeseen  events 
that  were  doubly,  afflicting  to  Lewis^  The  dauphin  had 
died  of  the  smallpox  in  the  course  of  the  preceding  year^ 
and  hie  title  had  been  conferred  upon  his  son,  the  d«ikei.<rf 
Burgundy,  who  now  expired  on  the  last  day  of  February, 
six  days  after  the  dead)  of  his  wife,  Mary  Adelaide  <^ 
Savoy.  The  •  parents  were  soon  followed  tb  the  grave  by 
their  eldest  o&pring,  the  duke  of  Bretagne,  in  the  sixdi 
year  of  his  age ;  so  that  of  the  duke  of  Burgimdy's  children, 
none  remained  alive  but  the  duke  of  Anjou,  the  late  French 
king,  who  w^  at  that  time  a  sickly  infant.  Such  a  series 
of  calamities  could  not  fail  of  being  extremely  shocking  to 
Lewis  in  his  old  age ;  but  they  were  still  more  alarming  to 
the  queen  of  England,  who  saw  that  nothing  but  the  pre- 
carious life  of  an  unhealthy  child  divided  the  two  monarchies 
of  France  and  Spain,  the  union  of  which  she  resolved  by  all 
possible  means  to  prevent.  She  therefore  sent  the  abbe 
Gualtier  to  Paris,  with  a  memorial,  representing  the  danger 
to  which  the  liberty  of  Europe  would  be  exposed,  should 
Philip  ascend  the  throne  of  France ;  and  demanding,  that 
his  dtle  diould  be  transferred  to  his  brother,  the  duke  of 
Berry,  in  consequence  of  As  pure,  simple^  and  voluntary 
renunciation. 

$  IV.  Meanwhile  tiie  French  plenipotentiaries  at 
Utrecht  were  prevailed  upon  to  deliver  their  proposals  in 
writing,  under  the  name  of  specific  offers,  which  the  allies 
received  with  indignation.  They  were  treated  in  England 
with  universal  scorn.  Lord  Halifax,  in  the  house  of 
peers,  termed  them  trifling,  arrogant,  and  injurious  to  her 
majesty  and  her  allies.  An  address  was  presented  to  the 
queen,  in  which  they  expressed  their  resentment  against 
tiie  insolence  of  Prance,  and  promised  to  assist  her  with  all 
tiseir  power  in  prosecuting  the  war,  until  a  safe  and  honour** 
able  peace  should  be  obtained.  The  plenipotentiaries  of 
die  allies  were  not  less  extravagant  in  their  specific;  de« 

ids  than  <he  French  had  been  arrogant  in  their  offers. 
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In  a  word,  the  mimsten  seemed  to  htve  been  assemUed  «t 
Utrecht,  rather  to  start  new  difficulties,  and  widen  the 
breach,  than  to  heal  animosities,  and  concert  a  plan  of  pn* 
cification.  They  amused  one  another  widi  fruidess  con* 
fcrences,  while  the  queen  of  Great  Britain  endeavoured  to 
engage  the  states  general  in  her  measures,  that  they  migirt 
tieat  with  France  upon  moderate  terms,  and  give  law  to  Ae 
rest  of  the  allies.  She  departed  from  some  of  her  own 
pretensions,  in  order  to  gratify  them  with  the  possession  of 
some  towns  in  Flanders*  She  consented  to  their  being 
admitted  into  participation  of  some  advantages  in  com* 
merce ;  and  ordered  the  En^ish  ministers  at  the  congress 
to  tell  them,  that  she  would  take  her  measures  according 
to  the  return  they  should  make  on  this  occasion.  Fiadin|( 
them  still  obstinately  attached  to  their  first  chimerical  pre- 
liminaries,  she  gave. them  to  understand,  that  all  her  oiFers 
for  adjusting  the  differences  were  founded  upon  the  express 
condition,  that  they  should  come  into  her  measures,  and 
cooperate  with  her  openly  and  sincerely;  but  they  had 
made  such  bad  returns  to  all  her  condescension  towards 
them,  that  she  looked  upon  herself  as  released  from  all 
engagements.  The  ministers  of  the  allies  had  insisted 
upon  a  written  answer  to  their  specific  demands ;  and  this 
the  French  plenipotentiaries  declined,  until  they  should 
receive  fresh  instructions  from  their  master.  Such  was  the 
pretence  for  suspending  the  conferences ;  but  the  real  bar 
to  a  final  agreement  between  England  and  France,  was  the 
delay  of  Philip's  renunciation,  which  at  length,  however, 
arrived ;  and  produced  a  cessation  of  arms. 

§  V.  In  die  mean  time  the  duke  of  Ormond,  who  was 
now  invested  with  the  supreme  command  of  the  British 
forces,  received  a  particular  order,  that  he  should  not 
hazard  an  engagement.  Lewis  had  already  undertaken  for 
the  compliance  of  his  grandson.  Reflecting  on  his  own 
>  great  age,  he  was  shocked  at  the  prospect  of  leaving  his 
kingdom  involved  in  a  pernicious  war  during  a  minority  ; 
and  determined  to  procure  a  peace  at  all  events.  Thm 
queen,  knowing  his  motives,  could  not  help  believing  hia 
protestations,  and  resolved  to  avoid  a  battiej  the  issue  of 
which  might  have  considerably  altered  the  situation  of 
afiairs,  and  consequendy  retarded  the  conclusion  of  Ae 
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trea^,  PrepanttkHis  had  been  made  far  an  early  caem* 
paiga*  In  the  begiimiiig  of  March,  the  earl  of  Albemarle, 
haviog  assembled  a  body  of  thirty-six  battalions^  marched 
tovards  Arras,  which  he  reduced  to  a  heap  of  ashes  by  a 
most  terrible  camionadiag  and*  bombardment.  In  May, 
the  duke .  of  Ormond  conferred  with  the  deputies  of  the 
Hates  general  at  the  Hague,  and  assured  them  that  he  had 
orders  to  act  vigorously  in  the  prosecution  of  the  wan 
He  joioed  prince  Eugene  at  Toumay ;  and,  on  the  twent]^ 
sixth  day  of  May,  the  allied  army,  passing  die  Schelde, 
encamped  at  H^spre  and  Solemaes*  The  Imperial  general 
proposed  that  they  should  attack  the  French  army  under 
VillsMrs;  but  by  this  time  the  duke  was  restrained  from 
hazarding  a  siege  or  battle ;  a  circumstance  well  known  to 
the  French  commander,  who  therefore  abated  of  his  usual 
yigilance.  It  could  not  be  long  concealed  from  prince 
£ugene  and  the  deputies,  who  forthwith  despatched  an 
express  to  their  principals  on  this  sulyect,  and  afterwards 
presented  a  long  memorial  to  the  duke,  representing  the 
injury  which  the  grand  alliance  would  sustain  from  hit 
obedi^ice  of  such  an  order*  He  seemed  to  be  extremely 
uneasy-  at  his  situation ;  and  in  a  letter  to  secretary  St. 
John,  expressed  a  desire  that  the  queen  would  pertnit  him 
to  return  to  England. 

$  VI*  Prince  Eugene,  notwithstanding  the  queen's 
order,  which  Ormond  had  not  yet  formally  declared,  mr 
vested  the  town  of  Quesnoy,  and  the  duke  furnished 
towards  diis  enterprise  seven  battalions  and  nine  squa* 
droQs  of  the  foreign  troops  maintained  by  Great  Britain, 
The  Dutch  deputies  at  Utrecht  expostulating  with  the 
(bishop  of  Bristol  upon  the  duke's  refusing  to  act  against 
the  enemy,  that  prelate  told  them,  that  he  had  lately  re<r 
ceived  an  express,  with  a  letter  from  her  majesty,  in  which 
she  complained,  that  as  the  states  general  had  not  properly 
answered  her  advances,  they  ought  not  to  be  surprised,  if 
she  thought  herself  at  liberty  to  enter  into  separate  mea- 
sures in  order  to  obtain  a  peace  for  her  own  conveniency. 
When  they  remonstrated  against  such  conduct,  as  contra- 
dictofy  to  all  the  alliances  subsisting  between  the  queen 
iknd  the  states  general,  the  bishop  declared  his  instructions 
fiinher  imported,  th^t  consideiriDg  the  conduct  of  the  states 
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towards  her  majesty,  die  thought  herself  disengaged  from 
all  alliances  and  engagements  with  their  high  mightinesses* 
The  states  and  the  ministers  of  the  allies  were  instantly  in 
commotion.  Private  measures  were  concerted  with  the 
elector  of  Hanover,  the  landgrave  of  Hesse  Cassel,  and 
some  other  princes  of  the  empire,  concerning  the  troops 
belonging  to  those  powers  in  the  pay  of  Great  Britain. 
The  states  general  wtote  a  long  letter  to  the  queen,  and 
ordered  their  envoy  at  London  to  deliver  it  into  her  own 
hand.  Count  Zinzendorf,  the  emperor's  plenipotentiary, 
despatched  expresses  to  his  master,  to  prince  Eugene,  and 
to  the  Imperial  ambassador  at  London.  The  queen  held 
a  council  at  Kensington  upon  the  subject  of  the  letter;  and 
a  fresh  order  was  sent  to  the  duke  of  Ormond,  directing 
him  to  concur  with  the  general  of  the  allies  in  a  siege. 

§  VII.  On  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  May,  lord  Hali- 
fax, in  the  house  of  peers,  descanted  upon  the  ill  conse- 
quences of  the  duke's  refusing  to  cooperate  with  prince 
Eugene,  and  moved  for  an  address,  desiring  her  majesty  ' 
would  order  the  general  to  act  offensively,  in  concert  with 
her  allies.  The  treasurer  observed  it  was  prudent  to  avoid 
a  battle  on  the  eve  of  a  peace,  especially  considering  they 
had  to  do  with  an  enemy  so  apt  to  break  his  word.  The 
earl  of  Wharton  replied,  this  was  a  strong  reason  for  keep- 
ing no  measures  with  such  an  enemy.  When  Oxford 
declared,  that  the  duke  of  Ormond  had  received  orders  to 
join  the  allies  in  a  siege,  the  duke  of  Marlborough  affirmed 
it  was  impossible  to  cany  on  a  siege  without  either  haz- 
arding a  battle,  in  case  the  enemy  should  attempt  to  relieve 
the  place,  or  shamefully  abandoning  the  enterprise.  The 
duke  of  Argyle  having  declared  his  opinion,  that  since  the 
time  of  Julius  Cxsar  there  had  not  been  a  greater  capuin 
than  prince  Eugene  of  Savoy,  observed,  that,  considering 
the  different  interests  of  the  house  of  Austria  and  of  Great 
Britain,  it  might  not  consist  with  prudence  to  trust  him 
with  the  management  of  the  war,  because  a  battle  won  or 
lost  might  entirely  break  off  a  negotiation  of  peace,  which 
in  all  probability  was  near  being  concluded.  He  added, 
that  two  years  before,  the  confederates  might  have  taken 
Arras  and  Cambray,  instead  of  amusing  themselves  with 
the  insignificant  conquests  of  Aire,  Bethune^  and  St*  V#» 


iMrnt.  The  duke  of  Devonshire  said  he  was,  by  proiimity- 
of  blood,  more  concerned  than  any  other  in  the  reputation 
of  the  duke  of  Ormond:  and,  therefore,  could  riot  help  ex*' 
pressing  his  surprise,  that  any  one  would  dare  to  make  a 
nobleman  of  the  first  rank,  and  of  so  distinguished  a  cha- 
racter, the  instrument  of  such  proceedings.  Earl  Paulet 
answered,  that  nobody  could  doubt  the  duke  of  Ormond's 
courage;  but  he  was  not  like  a  certain  general,  who  led 
troops  to  the  slaughter,  to  cause  a  great  number  of  officers 
to  be  knocked  on  the  head,  that  he  might  fill  his  pockets 
by  disposing  of  their  commissions*  The  duke  of  Marlbo*? 
rough  was  so  deeply  affected  by  this  reflection,  that  though 
he  suppressed  his  resentment  in  the  house,  he  took  the  first 
opportunity  to  send  lord  Mohun  to  thci  earl  with  a  message, 
importing,  that  he  should  be  glad  to  come  to  an  (explanation 
with  his  lordship  about  some  expressions  he^  had  used  in 
that  day's  debate ;  and  desiring  his  company  to  take  the  air 
in  the  country.  The  earl  understood  his  meaning ;  but 
could  not  conceal  his  emotion  from  the  observation  of  his 
bdy,  by  whose  means  "the  affair  was  communicated  to  the 
ettA  ef  Dm-tmouth,  secretary  of  state.  Two  sentinels  were 
immediately  placed  at  his  lordship's  gate :  the  queen,  by 
the  channel  of  lord  Dartmouth,  desired  the  duke  of  Marl- 
borough would  proceed  no  farther  in  the  quarrel ;  and  he 
assured  her  he  would  punctually  obey  her  majesty's  com- 
mands. The  earl  of  Oxford  assured  the  house,  that  a 
separate  peace  was  never  intended ;  that  such  a  peace  would 
be  ao  base,  so  knavish,  and  so  villanous,  that  every  one 
who  served  the  queen  knew  diey  must  aiJswer  it  with  their 
heads  to  the  nation ;  but  that  it  would  appear  to  be  a  safe 
and  glorious  peace,  much  more  to  the  honour  and  interest . 
of  the  nation,  than  the  first  preliminaries  insisted  upon  by 
the  allies.  «  The  question  being  put  for  adjourning,  was, 
after  a  long  debate  carried  in  the  affirmative ;  but  twenty 
lords  entered  a  protest«^  The  earl  of  Strafford,  who  had 
retomed  from  Holland,  proposed,  that  they  should  examine 
the  negotiations  of  the  Hague  and  Gertruydenberg,  before 
they  considered  that  of  Utrecht.  He  observed,  that  in  the 
former  negotiations  the  French  ministers  had  conferred 
only  with  the*  pensionary,  who  communicated  no  more  of 
it  to  the  ministers  of  the  allies  than  what  was  judged  pro- 
Vol-  II.  S 
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per  to  1ft  tkem  know ;  so  tliit  the  >  Dutch  ^^tn^  timlnlft 
masters  of  the  secret*  He  itsserted  that  the  ttiiles  geoend 
had  consented  to  give  Naptes  and  Sicily  to  kin|;  Philip  s  a 
circttmttance  which  proved  diat  the  recovery  of  the  whole 
Spanidt  monarchy  was  looked  upon  its  impraetieaUie^  He 
eonduded  irith  a  motion  for  an  addrese  lo  her  asqesty, 
desiring  that  the  papers  relating  to  die  negotiailioiii  of  the 
Hague  and  Gertruydenberg  should  be  laid  befote  the 
houacu     This  was  carried  without  a  divitieii. 

f  y  III;  In  die  house  of  commons  Mr.  Pulteney  moved 
far  an  address,  acquainting  her  majesty  diat  her  finithfU 
commons  were  jusdy  alarmed  at  the  intolligeoce  received 
from  abroad,  that  her  general  in  Flanders  had  dodmed  act* 
'}ng  oifotfivdy  against  France  in  concurrence  wfth  her  allies; 
mid  beseeching  her  majesty,  that  he  might  receive  speedy 
hastructionff  to  prosecute  the  war  with  the  utmost  vigour* 
This  motion  was  rejected  by  a  great  majority*  A  certain 
mend>er  having  insinuated,  that  the  present  negotiation  had 
been  carried  on  in  a  clandestine  and  treacherous  manner* 
Mr,  Secretary  St,  John  said,  he  hoped  it  would  not  be  U- 
counted  treachery  to  act  for  the  good  and  advantage  of  Great 
^  Britain :  that  he  gloried  in  the  small  share  he  had  in  the 
transaction ;  and  whatever  censure  he  might  undergo  for  it, 
'the  bare  satisfactioti  of  acting  in  that  view  would  be  a  suC^ 
cient  recompense  and  comfort  to  him  during  the  whole  course 
of  his  Ufe.  The  house  resolved,  that  the  commons  had  an 
entire  confidence  in  her  majesty's  promise,  to  communicate 
to  her  parliament  the  terms  of  the  peace  before  it  should  be 
concluded;  and,  that  they  would  support  her  against  aH 
such  persons,  either  at  home  or  abroad,  as  should  endea^ 
vour  to  obstruct  the  pacification.  The  <}ueen  thanked 
them  heartily  for  this  resolution,  as  being  dutiful  to  her, 
honest  to  their  country,  and  very  seasonable  at  a  tiBie  when 
so  many  artifices  were  used  to  obstruct  a  good  peace,  or  to 
force  one  disadvantageous  to  Britain*  They  likewise  pre* 
aented  an  address,  desiring  they  might  have  an  account  of 
the  negotiations  and  transactions  at  the  Hague  und  Gerfruy* 
4enberg,  and  know  who  were  then  employed  as  her  majesty's 
plenipotentiaries* 

§  IX*  The  ministry  foreseeing  that  Philip  would  not 
irilli«gly  resign  his  hopes  of  succeeding  to  die  orowai  of 
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FvifiMy  pffopottd  aa  allsraadire,  dMt,  in  ca«e  of  hk  prefcr* 
»iair  hb  cacpeciation  of  tl»  awwm  of  Fnmce  to  the  preaeut 
pOBtesskm  of  ^in,  tUi  knigdeiny  ivitk  tbo  Indaea^  ahoaU 
he  fanhwUb  ceded  to  the  duke  of  Sevoy ;  that  PhiKp,  aii 
.tte  meift  tieee,eboiiki  poseeae  the  diike^a  bcveditarydoMHa* 
kma,  and  die  Ungdem  of  Sieily,  together  with  Moiibenrat 
and  MeBU»;  atl  vlnch  terrkoriea  ahoald  be  aaaesed  to 
Fieace  aa  Philip'a  eucceaeioii  to  that  crown^  except  Sicily, 
which  shottkl  leTen  to  die  houae  of  Austria*  Levria  aeeaa^ 
ed  to  ealiah  tUa  expedieaty  which  howetrer,  waa  vejected 
by  PhBtp,  who  choaeto  make  the  raiiinciatiaii,  ladier  theft 
qok  the  thmne  upoa  whidi  he  waa  eatdblidied.  Th^  quecll 
that  die  reaimciatioii  ahould  be  ratifiecl  ia  dto 
hy  the  statea  of  Fnnce :  but  ahe  aftev*- 
warde  wwfed  thia  deoaaad,  in  conaidenidon  of  ita  bciim 
aegiatend  ia  die  diffeieat  pariiaaaenta.  Such  fioriaa  are  buft 
akader  aeeuaitiea  againat  the  power^  ambition,  and  intereaft 
of  priaoee.  The  marquta  de  Torcy  frankly  owned,  diat 
Phi^'a  tiramnciation  waa  ckf  itaelf  roid,  aa  beiag  contrary 
to  the  fiiadameatal  lawa  and  conatiintion  of  the  Freaek 
monawliy?  but  it  waa  found  neccaaary  for  the  aatiafiicdott 
of  the  EngUah  people*  Every  aaaterial  ardde  being  now 
adjaated  between  the  two  coorta,  particularly  thoae  relating 
to  the  king  of  Spaun,  the  commerce  of  Great  Britain^  and 
the  deBvery  of  Dunkirk,  a  auapenaion  of  anna  prevailed  ifl 
dK  NetherlaaKla,.attd  the  duke  of  Onnond  acted  in  cancert 
widt  mMrrarhd  de  Viikra. 

$  X.  On  ^  aixdi  day  of  June  the  queen  going  to  the 
houae  of  peera,  cocmnnnicated  the  plan  of  peace  ta  her  paft^ 
lament,  according  to  the  promise  ahe  had  made«  Aftat 
having  pimaiaed,  that  die  making  peace  and  war  waa  tha 
undoubted  prerogadve  of  the  crown,  and  Unted  at  the  di(^ 
ficidtiea  whidi  had  arisen  both  from  the  natmre  of  theaffair» 
end  aunaberleaa  obstructions  contrived  by  the  enemiea  of 
peace,  ahe  proceeded  to  enuaaerate  the  chief  ardclea  at 
which  both  crowna  had  agreed,  without,  however,  concludi^ 
ittg  the  trea^»  She  told  them  ahe  had  aecured  the  protean 
teat  aoeceaaion,  which  Fiance  had  acknowledged  in  die 
atrongett  terma ;  and  that  the  pretender  woqld  be  removed 
from  dM  French  dominions ;  that  the  dukc^of  Ai^oa  should 
eenonoce  for  himself  and  his  deacendents  all  claim  to  die 
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cffown  of  Pnmcei  so  that  tke  two  monarelneB  wodd  be 
forever  divided.  She  observed,  that  the  nature  of  this  proN' 
posal  was  such  as  would  execute  itself  t  that  it  would  be 
the  interest  of  Spain  to  support  the  renuaaation  $  and  iai 
France^  the  persons  entitled  to  the  succesom  of  that  crown 
upon  the  death  of  the  dauphin,  were  powerful  enough  to 
vindicate  their  own  right.  She  gave  thenr  to  understand 
that  a  trea^  of  commerce  between  England  and  France 
had  been  begun,  though,  not  yet  adjusted :  but  proviaioat 
was'made,  that  England  should  enjoy  the  same  privikges 
that  France  .granted  to  die  most  favoured  nation  f  that  the 
French  king  bad  agreed  to  make  an  absolute  cession  of  tiio 
island  of  St.  Christc^hers,  which  had  hidierto  been  divided 
between  the  two  nations:  that  he  had  idso  consented  to  re-^ 
store  the  whole  bay  and  straits  of  Hudson;  to  deliver  the 
island  of  Newfoundland,  with  Placentia ;  to  cede  Amu^lis^ 
with  the  rest  of  Acadia  or  Nova  Scotia;  to  demdiah  the 
fortifications  of  Dunkirk ;  to  leave  England  in  possessioD 
of  Gibraltar,  Port  M ahon,  and  the  whole  island  ^  Minorca ; 
to  let  the  trade  of.  Spain  in  the  West  Indies  be  satdedas  is 
was  in  the  reign  of  his  late  catholic  majesty:  she  si^iifisd 
that  she  bad  obtained  for  her  subjects  the  assiento,  or  con^ 
tract,  for  furnishing  the  Spanish  West  Indies  with  negroes, 
for  the  term  of  thirty  years,  in  the  same  manner  as  k  had 
been  enjoyed  by  the  French.  With  respect  to  the  idliest 
she  declared,  that  France  offered  to  make  the  Rhine  the 
barrier  of  the  empire;  to  yield  Brisac,  Fort  Kehl,  and  Lan- 
dau, and  rase  all  the  fortresses  both  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Rhiiie,  and  in  the  islands  of  that  river;  that  tl^  piotestant 
interest  in  Germany  would  be  resettled  on  the  footing  of 
Ae  treaty  of  Westphalia:  that  the  Spanish  Netherlands,  the 
kingdoms  of  Naples  and  Sardinia  the  dutchy  of  Milan,  .and 
the  places  bel(mging  to  Spain  on  the  coast  of  Tuscany,  mig^ 
be  jrklded  to  his  imperial  majesty;  but  the  disposition!^ 
Sicily  was  not  yet  determined :  that  the  demands  of  the 
statea  general  with  relation  to  commerce,  and  the  barrier  in 
the  Low  Countries,  would  be  granted  with  a  few  excep- 
tions*, which  might  be  compensated  by  other  expedients^; 
that  no  great  progress  had  yet  been  made  upon  the  preten- 
sions of  Portugal;  but  that  those  of  Prussia  would  be 
admitted  by  France  without  much  difficulty :  that  the  difr 
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fi»eiiGe:betwetti^  bftrricr  dommided  by  the  duke  of  Sa- 
voy in  the  year 'one  thousand  s^rttt  hundred  and  nine, 
aad  dttt.whtcfa  France  now  offered,  was  very  inconsidera- 
ble t  that  the  elector  pahtine  should  maintain  his  present 
wak  among  the  dectora;  and  that  France  would  ackoow* 
Itdge  the  electoral  dignity  in  the  house  of  Hanover.  Such 
were  the  conditions  which  the  queen  hoped  would  make* 
iiMBe  auMnds.  to  her  subjects,  for  the  great  and  unequal 
burden  they  bad  borne  during  the  whole  course  of  the  war. 
She  Gonduded  with  sayings  she  made  no  ddibt  but  they 
were  fiiUy  persuaded,,  that  nothing  would  be  neglected  cm 
]|er  part,  in  die  progress  of  this  negotiation,  to  bring  the 
peace  to  an  happy  and  speedy  issue ;  and  she  expressed  her 
dependence  upon  the  entire  confidence  and  cheeiful  concur- 
rence of  her  parliament. 

§  XL  An  address  of  thanks  and  approbation  was  im- 
mcdiatciy  voted,  dvawn  up,  imd  presented  to  the  queen  by 
the  oommons  hi  a  body.  When  the  house  of  lords  took  the  ^ 
speech  into  consideration,  the  duke  of  Marlborough  asserted, 
that  die  measures  pursued  for  a  year  past  were  directly  con- 
isary  to  her  majesty's  engagements  with  the  allies :  that 
they  sullied  the  triumphs  and  glories  of  her  reign,  and  would 
reBd0r.thfr  En^h  name  odious  to  all  nations.  The  earl 
of  Strafford  said,  that  some  of  the  allies  would  not  have 
shown  such  backwardness  to  a  peace,  had  they  not  been 
pdvuaded  and  encouraged  to  carry  on  the  war  by  a  mem- 
ber of  that  illustrious  assembly,  who  maintained  a  secret 
correspondoioe  with  them,  and  fed  them  with  hopes  that 
dbey  would  be  supported  by  a  strong  party  in  England.  In 
answer  to  this  insinuation  against  Marlbotough,  lord  Cow-  * 
per  observed,  that  it  could  never  be  suggested  as  a  crime  in 
dM  meanest  subject,  much  less  in  any  member  of  that  au- 
gust assembly,  to  hold  correspondence  with  the  allies  of  the 
nation ;  such  allies,  especially,  whose  interest  her  majesty 
had  declared  to  be  inseparable  from  her  own,  in  her  speech 
at  die  opening  of  the  session ;  whereas  it  would  be  a  hard 
matter  to  justify  and  reconcile  either  with  our  laws,  or  with 
the  laws  of  honour  and  justice,  the  conduct  of  some  -per* 
sons,  in  treating  dande^nely  with  the  common  enemy, 
withoot  the  participation  of  the  allies.  This  was  a  frivo- 
lous argument.     A  correspondence  with  any  persona  whatr 
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ever  becomes  crimitial,  rAitn  itteodB  tofoMemtlie  i 
of  one's  coantry,  ttad  arm  the  people  agaiftst  their  aoiFt* 
reign.  If  England  had  it  not  m  her  power, 
flring^ng  the  laws  of  jiitti<t«  and  honour,  «o  withdraw  i 
from  a  coiifederacy  which  she  could  no  hmgtr  snppoit,  aad 
treat  for  peace  On  her  own  bottomi  then  was  aha  not  aa  a^ 
sociate  but  a  slave  to  die  nliiance^  The  eail  of  Godolpfaift 
affirmed,  that  the  trade  to  Spain  was  such  a  triie  aa  deaemd 
so  consideration :  smd  that  it  would  coadnnally 
until  it  should  be  entirely  engrossed  by  the  French  : 
chants.  Notwithstanding  these  remonatrattcea  agasnat  ilia 
plan  of  peace,  die  majority  agreed  to  an  addresa^  in  triddi 
diey  thimlted  the  queen  for  her  eictraordiaary  condfcscenahm 
in  communicating  those  codditioaa  to  her  pariiaawat;  and 
expressed  an  entire  satisfaction  with  her  conduet^  A 
tion  was  made  for  a  clause  in  the  address,  desiring  her 
jesty  woatd  take  s«M:h  measures,  in  oosusert  widi  her  aBiaa^ 
as  might  induce  them  to  joAn  with  her  in  a  mutual  guanaa- 
tee.  A  debate  ensued,  tihe  question  was  put,  and  the 
clause  rejected.  Several  noblemen  entered  a  protest,  whidi 
was  expunged  from  the  journals  of  die  house  by  the 
decision  of  the  majority. 

$  XI L  In  the  house  of  commons,  a  coaaplaiat  waa  ex* 
hibited  against  bishop  Fleetwood,  who,  in  a  preface  to  four 
sermons  which  he  had  pubKshed,  took  occaskm  do  extol  the 
last  ministry,  at  the  expense  of  the  present  adminiatnttiaii* 
This  piece  was  voted  malicious  and  factious,  teSKilsg'to 
create  discord  and  sedition  among  her  majesty**  sttbf^rta, 
and  condemned  to  be  burned  by  the  hands  of  the  corns 
hangman.  They  presented  an  address  to  the  queen, ; 
ing  her  of  the  just  sense  they  had  of  the  indignity  ofcredto 
her,  by  printing  and  publishing  a  letter  from  the  states 
general  to  her  majesty ;  and  desiring  she  would  so  far  re« 
sent  such  insults  as  to  give  no  answer  for  the  fiiture^  to  aay 
letters  qr  memorial  that  should  be  thus  ushered  into  the 
world,  as  inf  ammaiory  appeals  to  the  pubfie.  Mr.  Hamp- 
den moved  for  an  address  to  her  majesty,  that  she  wonld 
g^ve  particular  instructions  to  her  plenipotentiaries,  that  in 
the  conclusion  of  the  treaty  of  peace,  dte  several  powers  in 
alliance  with  her  majesty  might  be  gnaraatees  for  the  pro- 
teatant  succession  in  the  illustrious  house  of  Hanover.  The 


qoMttoa  beinK  piUt  «M  c«ilMd  ia  the  negittive*  Then  the 
house  roaoWedt  that  they  had  eueh  confidence  in  the  re* 
peMod  tlocUnriLiopift  her  majesty  bad  apade  cf  her  concern 
igg  aaiuriiig  to  ibtn^  kingdoms  the  protestant  succession  as 
kf  loir  «fhUBshid»  that  they  could  never  dosbt  of  her 
iridng  the  proper  meamurea  for  the  seearity  thereof:  tbae 
the  honae  woii^  so^ort  her  i^punat  faction  at  home  and 
her enemiea nbioad ;  and  did hiimUy  beaeechher,  that ahe 
wwM  be  pleased  to  discountenaoce  all  those  who  shovdd" , 
endenronr  to  raise  jeaknisies*  between  her  majesty  and  her 
snl^ecilat  especially  by  msrepfesenting  her  good  intentions 
fur  the  weiifiMre  of  her  people.  The  <iuecn  was  extremely 
plenaed  intb  tbia  resoliHtoo*  When  it  was  presented,  she 
told  them^  ibatdiey  bad  shown  themselves  honest  aaserters 
of  the  monaroby^  zetfous  defenders  of  the  constitution,  and 
fsnl  friends.  %t>  theproteatant  ancceaMOtt.  She  thought  ahe 
had  vefy  little  reason  to  countoiance  a  compliment  of  su- 
petwrogation  to  a  prtnoe  who  had  caballed  with  the  enemies 
sif  her  adassnisaration*  On  the  twenty  first  day  of  June  the 
qnecn  elowd  t^e  aeasion  with  a  speech,  expressing  her  sa- 
tiafmetioo  at  the  addxessea  and  supplies  she  had  received : 
she  observed^  that  should  the  treaty  be  broke  off,  their  bur* 
Amo  voaU  bo,  at  least  continued^  if  not  increaaed;  that 
Biitam  would  k»e  the  present  opportunity  of  improving  her 
Ofwm  CMsmeree,  and  establishing  a  real  balance  of  power  in 
Snvopea  and  that  though  some  of  the  allies  might  be 
gniBera  by  a  eontinuance  of  the  war,  the  rest  would  snffer 
la  die  cesnmon  calamity.  Notwithstanding  the  ferment  of 
die  peopkf  which  was  now  risen  to  a  very  dangerous  pitch, 
addressee,  approving  the  queen's  conduct,  were  presented 
by  the  city  of  London,  and  all  the  corporations  in  the  king* 
diofn  that  eaponsed  tbctory  intereat.  At  this  juncture  the 
nation  was  so  wholly  possessed  by  the  SfMrit  of  party,  that 
UP  appearance  of  neutrali^  or  moderation  remained. 

^  %lll.  During  diese  transactions  the  trenches  were- 
opened  before  Quesnoy,  and  the  siege  carried  on  with  tt»- 
comason  vigour  undor  oaiver  of  the  forces  commanded  b;* 
the  dnke  of  Onnoiwl%  Thia  nobkman,  hawever,  having 
receivied  a  copy  of  the  articles  signed  by  the  marquia  de 
Tovey,  and  fresh  instructions  from  the  queen^  signified  to 
prinee  Kngane  and  the  Dutc^h  deputies,  that  the  French 
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king  had,  agreed  to  seveinl  afticks  demanded  by  the  queen, 
as  the  foundation  of  an  armistice :  and  among  others  t» 
put  the  Exitglish  troops  in  immediate  possession  of  Dunkirk; 
that  he  could  therefore  no  longer  cover  the  siege  of  Ques- 
noy,  as  he  was  obliged  by  his  instructions  to  march  widi 
the  British  troops,  and  those  in  die  queen's  pay,  and  dedare 
a  suspenMon  of  aims  as  soon  as  he  should  be  possessed  of 
Dunkirk.  He  expressed  his  hope,  that  they  would  readily 
acquiesce  in  these,  instructions,  seeing  their  concurrence 
would  act  as  the  most  powerful  motive  to  induce  the  queen 
to  take  all  possible  care  of  their  mterests  at  the  congress ; 
asid  he  endeavoured  to  demonstrate,  that  Dunkirk,  as  a 
cautionary  town,  was  a  ^ape  of  greater  consequence  to  the 
allies  than  Quesnoy.  The  deputies  desired  he  would  de- 
lay his  march  five  days,  that  they  might  have  time  to  con* 
suit  their  principals,  and  he  granied  three  days  widiout 
hesitation.  Prince  Eugene  observed,  that  his  marching  off 
with  the  British  troops,  and  the  foreigners  in  the  queen's 
pay,  would  leave  the  allies  at  the  mercy  of  the  enemy ;  bnt 
he  hoped  these  last  would  not  obey  die  duke's  order.  Hie 
and  the  deputies  had  already  tampered  with  their  com- 
manding  officers,  who  absolutely  refused  to  obey  the  duke 
of  Ormond,  alleging,  that  they  could  not  separate  from  die 
confederacy  without  express  directions  from  their  masters, 
to  whom  they  had  despatched  couriers.  An  extraordinary 
assembly  of  the  states  was  immediately  summoned  to  meet 
at. the  Hague*  The  ministers  of  the  allies  were  invited  to 
the  conferences.  At  length,  the  princes  whose  troops  were 
in  the  pay  of  Britain  assured  diem,  that  they  would  main- 
tain dMm  under  the  command  of  prince  Eugene  for  one 
month  at  their  own  expense,  and  afterwards  sustain  half  the 
charge,  provided  the  other  half  should  be  defrayed  by  the 
emperor  and  states  general. 

$  XIV.  The  bishop  of  Bristol  imparted  to  the  odier 
plenipotentiaries  at  Utrecht  the  concessions  which  France 
would  make  to  the  allies ;  and  proposed  a  suspension  of 
arms  for  two  months,  that  they  might  treat  in  a  friendly 
manner,  and  adjust  the  demands  of  all  the  confederates. 
To  this  proposal  they  made  no  other  answer,  but  that  they 
had  no  instructions  on  the  subject.  Count  Zinzendorf,  the 
first  Imperial  plenipotentiary,  presented  a  memorial  to  the 


statea  general^  ej^kUiniog  the  danger  that  would  r^ult  to 
die  common  cause  from  a  cessation  ol*  arms :  and  eadiorting 
them  to  persevere  *in  their  generous  and  vigorous  resolu* 
tions.  He  proposed  a  renewal  of  the  alliance  for  recover* 
ing  the  Spanish  monarchy  to  the  house  of  Austria,  and  a 
certain  plan  for  prosecuting  the  war  with  redoubled  ardour. 
Prince  £ugene,.in  order  to  dazzle  the  confederates  with 
some  bold  enterprise,  detached  major  general  Grovestein,/ 
with  fifteen  hundred  cavalry  to  penetrate  into  the  heart  of 
Frances  This  officer  about  the  middle  of  June,  advanced 
into  Champagne,  passed  the  Noire,  the  Maese,  the  Moselle^ 
and  tlie  Saar,  and  retired  to  Traerbach  with  a  rich  booty, 
and  a  great  number  of  hostages,  after  having  extorted  con- 
tributions as  far  as  the  gates  of  Metz,  ravaged  ^the  country, 
and  reduced  a  great  number  of  villages  and  towns  to  ashes. 
The  consternation  produced  by  this  irruption  reached  the 
ci^  of  Paris :  the  king  of  France  did  not  think  himself 
safe  at  Versailles  with  his  ordinary  guards :  all  the  troops 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  capital  were  assembled  about 
the  palace.  Villars.sent  a  detachment  after  Grovestein,  as 
soon  as  he  understood  his  destination :  but  the  other  had, 
gained  a  day's  march  of  the  French  troops,  which  had  the 
mordfication  to  follow  him  so  close,  that  they  found  the 
flames  still  burning  in  the  -villages  he  had  destroyed.  By 
way  of  retaliation,  major  general  Pasteur,  a  Frendi  par<> 
tisan,  made  an  excursion  beyond  Bergen-op^zoom,  and 
ravaged  the  island  of  Tortola  belonging  to  21ealand. 

§  XV.  The  earl  of  Strafford  having  returned  to  Hol- 
land, proposed  a  cessation  of  arms  to  the  states  general, 
by  whom  it  was  rejected.  Then  he  proceeded  to  the  army 
of  the  duke  of  Ormond,  where  he  arrived  in  a  f/ew  days 
after  the  reduction  of  Quesnoy,  the  garrison  of  which  were 
made  prisoners  of  war  on  the  fourth  day  of  July.  The 
officers  of  the  foreign  troops^  had  a  second  time  refused  to 
obey  a  written  order  of  the  duke ;  and  such  a  spirit  of 
animosity  began  to  prevail  between  the  English  and  allies, 
that  it  was  absolutely^  necessary  to  effect  a  speedy  separation^ 
Prince  Edgene  resolved  to  undertake  the  siege  of  Landrecy : 
a  design  is  said  to  have  been  formed  by  the  German  gene** 
rals  to  confine  the  duke,  on  pretence  of  the  arrears  that 
were  due  to  them ;  ^nd  to  disarm  the  British  troops,  left 
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they  should  join  the  French  army.  In  the  mean  time  a 
literary  corr^pondence  was  maintained  between  the  Eng- 
lish general  and  the  mareschal  de  Villars.  France  having 
consented  to  deliver  up  Dunkirk,  a  body  of  troops  was 
transported  from  England  under  the  command  of  brigadier 
Hill,  who  took  possession  of  .t|;ie  plac8  on  the  seventh  day 
of  July  ;  the  French  garrison  ^retired  to  Winoxberg.  On 
the  sixteenth  of  the  same  month  prince  Eugene  marched 
from  his  camp'  at  Haspre,  and  was  followed  by  all  the 
auxiliaries  in  the  British  pay,  except  a  few  battalions  of  the 
troops  of  Holstein*Gottorp,  and  Walef 's  regiment  of  dra- 
goons, belonging  to  the  state  of  Liege.  | 

$  XVI.  Landrecy  was  immediately  invested;  while 
the  duke  of  Ormond,  with  the  English  forces,  removed 
from  Chateau  C.ambresis,  and  encamping  at  Avensne-le- 
Secq;  proclaimed  by  sound  of  trumpet  a  cessation  of  arms 
for  two  months.  On  the  same  day  the  like  armistice  was 
declared  in  the  French  army.  The  Dutch  were  so  exas- 
perated at  the  secession  pf  the  English  troops,  that  the 
governors  would  not  allow  the  earl  of  Strafford  to  enter 
Bouchain,  nor  the  British  army  to  pass  through  Douay, 
though  in  that  town  they  had  left  a  great  quantity  of  stores, 
togethcrtr  with  their  general  hospital.  Prince  Eugene  and 
the  Dutch  deputies,  understanding  that  the  duke  of  Ormond 
had  begun  his  march  towards  Ghent,  began  to  be  in  pain 
for  that  city,  and  sent  count  Nassau  Woodenburgh  to  him 
with  a  written  apology,  condemning  and  disavowing  the 
conduct  and  commandants  of  Bouchain  and  Douay :  but, 
notwithstanding  these  excuses,  the  English  troops  after- 
wards met  with  the  same  treatment  atToumay,  Oudenarde, 
and  Lisle  :  insults  which  were  resented  by  the  whole  Qritish 
nation.  The  duke,  however,  pursued  his  march,  and  took 
possession  of  Ghent  and  Bruges  for  the  queen  of  £ngland : 
then  he  reinforced  the  garrison  of  Dunkirk,  which  he  like- 
wise supplied  with  artillery  and  ammunition.  His  conduct 
W^  no  less  agreeable  to  his  sovereign,  than  mortifying  to 
the  Dutch,  who  never  dreamed  of  leaving  Ghent  and 
Bruges  in  the  hands. of  the  English,  and  w^re  now  fairly 
outwitted  and  anticipated  by  the 'motions  and  expeditions  of 
the  British  general. 
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§  XVII*  The  loss  of  the  British  forces  was  8p6n 
severely  felt  in  the  allied  army.  Villars  attacked  a  separate 
body  of  their  troops,  encamped  at  Denain,  undcfr  the  com- 
mand of  the  carl  of  Albemarle.  Their  intrenchments  were 
forced,  and  seventeen  battalions  either  killed  or  taken.  The 
earl  hhmself  and  all  the  surviving  officers  were  made  prison- 
ers. Five  hundred  wagons  loaded  with  bread,  twelve 
pieces  of  brass  cannon,  a  large  quantity  of  ammunition  aqd 
provisions,  a  great  number  of  horses,  and  considerable  bdoty 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy;  this  advantage  they 
gained  in  sight  of  prince  Eugene^  who  advanced  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Schelde  to  Sustain  Albemarle;  but  the 
bridge  over  that  river  was  broke  down  by  accident  p  so  that 
he  was  prevented  from  lending  the  least  assistance.  VilUrs 
immediately  invested  Merchiennes,  where  the  priiicipal 
stores  of  the  allies  were  lodged.  The  place  was  sojrender- 
ed  on  the  last  day  of  July :  and  the  garrison,  consisting  of 
five  dtousandmen,  were  conducted  prisoners  to  Valenciennes. 
He  afterwards  undertook  the  siege  of  Oouay ;  an  enterprise, 
in  consequence  of  which  prince  Eugene  abandoned  his 
design  on  Landrecy,  and  marched  towards  the  Brench,  in 
order  to  hazard  an  enl^gement.  The  States,  however, 
would  not  run  the  risk ;  and  the  prince  had  the  mortifica- 
tion to  see  Douay  reduced  by  the  ^nemy.  He  could  not 
«ven  prevent  their  retaking Quesnoy  and  Bouchain,  of  which 
places  they  were  in  possession  before  the  tenth  day  of 
October.  The  allies  enjoyed  no  other  compensation  for 
their  great  losses,  but  the  conquest  of  Fort  Knocque,  Mrhich 
was  surprised  by  one  of  rfieir.  partisans. 

^  XVIil.  The  British  ministers  at  the  congress  eon- 
'  tiaued  to  press  the  Dutch  and  other  allies  to  join  in  the 
armistice :  but  they  were  deaf  to  the  proposal,  and  concerted 
measures  for  a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war.  Then  the 
eari  of  Strafford  insisted  upon  their  admitting  'to  the  con- 
gress the  plenipotentiaries  of  king  Philip :  but  he'  found 
them  equally  averse  to  ihis  expedient.  In  the  beginning 
of  August,  secretary  St.  John,  now  created  lord  viscount 
Bolingbroke,  was  sent  to  the  court  of  Versailles  incognito, 
to  remove  all  obstructions  to  the  treaty  between  England 
and  France.  He  was  accompanied  by  Mr.  Prior,  and  the 
abbe  Gualtier,  treated  with  the  most  distinguished  mafks 
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of  respeet,  caressed  by  thie  Frendi  kkig^  and  the  hiarquis  de 
Torcy,  with  ^hoiKi  he  adjusted  the  principal  interests  of  ^  i 
'duke  of  Savoy  and  the  elector  of  Bavari%  He  settled 
the  time  and  mariner  of  the  renunciation,  and  agreed  to  a 
tsuspension  of  arms  by  sea  and  land  for  four  months  between 
the  crowns  of  France  and  England :  this  was  accorctingly 
proclaimed  at  Paris  and  London.  The  negotiation  being 
finished  in  a  few  days,  Bolingbroke  returned  to  England, 
and  Prior  remained  as  resident  at  the  court  of  France, 
The  stated  general  breathed  nothing  but  war :  the  pensionary 
Hcinsius  pronounced  an  oration  in  their  assembly,  repre- 
sented the  impossibility  of  concluding,  a  peace  without 
losing  the  fruits  of  all  the  blood  and  treasure  they  had 
txpemlcd*  The  conferences  at  Utrecht  were- intciTuptcd 
by  a  ^udrrel  between  the  domestics  of  Menager,  and  tibose 
of  the  count  de  Rcchteren,  one  of  the  Dutch  plenipoten- 
tiaries^ The  populace  insulted  the  carl  of  Stralford  and 
•the  tnafquis  del  Borgo,  minister  of  Savoy,  whose  master 
was  reported  to  have  agreed  to  the  armiatiee.  These 
obstructions  being  removed,  the  conferences  were  renewed,  , 
and  the< 'British  plenipotentiaries  exerted  all  their  rhetoric, 
both  in  public  and  p\;iv^te,  to  engage  the  allies  in  the 
i^ueett's  measures*  At  length  the  duke  of  Savoy  wds  pre- 
vailed upon  to  acquiesce  in  the  oilers  of  France.  Mr. 
Thomas  Harley  had  been  sent  ambassador  to  Hanover, 
with  a  view  to  persuade  the  elector  that  it  would  be  for  his 
interest  to  cooperate  with  her  majesty :  but  that  prince's 
resolution  was  already  taken.  "  Whenfever  it  shall  please 
"  God  (said  he)  to  call  me  to  die  throne  of  Britain,  I  hope 
*♦  tb  act  as  l>ecomes  me  for  the  advantage  of  my  people;  in 
^  the  mean  time,  speak  to  me  as  to  a  German  prince,  and 
**  a  prince  of  the' empire."  '  Nor  was  she  more  successful 
in  her  endeavours  to  bring  over  the  king  of  Prussia  to  her 
sentiments.  In  the  mean  time,  lord  Lexington  was  appoint- 
ed ai«iba8s^ddr  to  Madrid,  where  king  Philip  solemnly  swore 
to  observe  the  renunciation,  which  was  approved  and. con- 
firmed by  the  cortez.  The  like  renunciatioii  to  the  ctolm 
of  Spain  was  afterwards  njade  by  the  princes  of  France ; 
and  Philip  was  declared  incapable  of  succeeding  to  die 
crown  of  that  realm.  The  court  of  Portugal  held  out 
agakst  the  remonstrances  of  England,  until  the  marquis  it 


Bfty  ittraded  that  kingdom  at  the  head  of  twenty  thousand 
men,  and  undertook  the  sitge  of  Campo  Majo^  and  they 
found  they  had  no  longer  any  hope  of  being  assisted  by  her 
Britannic  majesty*  The  Portuguese  minister  at  Utrecht 
signed  the  suspension  of  arms  pn  the  seventh  day  of  No- 
vember, and  excused  this  step  to  the  allies,  as  the  pure 
effect  of  necessity*  The  English  troops  in  Spain  were 
ordered  to  separate  from  the  army  of  count  Staremberg, 
and  march  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Barcelona,  where  they 
were  embarked  on  board  an  English  squadron  commanded  * 
by  sir  John  Jennings,  and  transported  to'  Minorca* 

$  XIX.  The  campaign  being  at  an  end  in  the  Nether- 
lands, the  duke  of  Ormond  returned  to  England,  where  the 
party  disputes  were  become  more,  violent  than  ever.  The 
whigs  affected  to  celebrate  the  anniversary  of  the  late  king's 
Urchday,  in  London,  with  extraordinary  rejoicings.  Mobs' 
were  hired  by  both  factions ;  and  the  whole  city  was  filled 
with  riot  and  uproar.  A  ridiculous  schame  was  contrived 
to  frighten  the  lord  treasurer  with  some  squibs  in  a  band- 
box, which  the  ministers  magnified  into  a  conspiracy*  The 
duke  of  Hamilton  having  been  appointed  ambassador  extra- 
ordinary to  the  court  of  France,  the  whigs  were  alarmed  on 
the  supposition  that  this  nobleman  favoured  the  pretender* 
Sonae  dispute  arising  between  the  dpke  and  lord  Mohun, 
on  the  subjea  of  a  lawsuit,  furnished  a  pretence  for  a  quar- 
rel. Mohun,  who  had  been  twice  tried  for  murder,  and 
was  counted  a  mean  tool,  as  well  as  the  hector  of  the  whig 
party,  sent  a  message  by  general  Macartney  to  the  dul^, 
chsdlengittg  him  to  single  combat*  The  principals  met  by 
appointment  in  Hyde  Park,  attended  by  Macartney  and 
colonel  Hamilton*  They,  fought  with  such  fury,  that 
Mohun  was  killed  upon,  the  spot,  and  the  'duke  expired 
before  he  could  be  conveyed  to  his  own*  house.  Macartney 
disappeared  and  escaped  in  disguise  to  the  continent. 
Colonel  Uafloilton  declared  upon  oath  before  the  privy  ^ 
council,  that  when  the  principak  engaged,  he  and  Mac- 
artney followed  their  example ;  that  Macartney  was  imme^* 
diately  disarmed  ;>but  the  colonel  seeing  the  duke  fall  upon 
his  antagonist,  threw  away  the  swords,  and  ran  to  lift  him 
up:  that  while  he  was  employed  in  raising  the  duke,  Mac- 
artney, having;  taken  up  one  of  the  swords,  stabbed   hi^ 
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grace  over  Hamilton's  shoulder,  and  retired  immedtateljr. 
A  proclamation  was  issued,  promising  a  reward  of  five 
hundred  pounds  to  those  who  should  apprehend  or  discover 
Macartney,  and  the  dutchess  of  Humilton  offered  three 
hundred  pounds  for  the  same  purpose.  The  tories  ex- 
claimed against  this  event  as  a  party  duel :  they  treated 
Macartney  as  a  cowardly  assassin ;  and  affirmed  that  the 
whigs  had  posted  others  of  the  same  stamp  all  round  Hyde 
Park, '  to  murder  the  duke  of  Hamilton,  in  case  he  had 
triumphed  over  his  antagonist,  and  escaped  the  treachery 
of  Macartney.  The  whigs  on  the  other  hand  affirmed,  that 
it  was  altogether  a  private  quarrel:  that  Macartney  was 
entirely  innocent  of  the  perfidy  laid  to  his  charge :  that  he 
afterwards  submitted  to  a  Yair  trial,  at  which  colonel  Ham* 
ilton  prevaricated  in  giving  his  evidence,  and  was  contra- 
dicted by  the  testimony  of  divers  persons  who  saw  the 
combat  at  a  distance.  The  duke  of  Marlborough,  hearing 
himself  accused  as  the  author  of  those  party  mischiefs,  and 
seeing  his  enemies  grow  every  day  more  and  more  implaca*- 
ble,  thought  proper  to  retire  to  the  continent,  where  he  was 
followed  by  his  dutchess.  His  friend  Godolphin  had  died 
in  September,  with  the  general  character  of  an  able,  cool, 
dispassionate  minister,  who  had  rendered  himself  necessary 
to  four  successive  sovereigns,  and  managed  the  finances 
with  equal  skill  and  integrity.  The  duke  of  Shrewsbury 
was  nominated  ambassador  to  France,  in  the  room  of  the 
duke  of  Hamilton  :  the  duke  d'Aumont  arrived  at  London 
in  the  same  quality  from  th»  court  of  Versailles;  and  about 
the  same  time  the  queen  granted  an  audience  to  the  mar- 
quis de  Monteleone,  whom  Philip  had  appointed  one  of  his 
plenipotentiaries  at  the  congress. 

$  XX*  In  vain  had  the  British  ministers  in  Holland 
endeavoured  to  overcome  the  obstinacy  of  the  states  general, 
\)y  alternate  threats,  promises,  and  arguments.  In  vain  did 
they  represent,  that  the  confederacy  against  France  could  be 
no  longer  supported  with  any  prospect  of  success  :  that  the 
queen's  aim  had  been  to  procure  reasonable  terms  for  her 
allies  ;  but  that  their  opposition  to  her  measures  prevented 
her  from  obtaining  such  conditions  as  she  would  have  a 
right  to  demand  in  their  favour,  were  they  unanimous  in 
their  consultatbns.     In  November,  the  earl  of  Strafford 
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presented  a  new  plan  of  peace,  in  which  the  queen  pro- 
mised to  insist  upon  France's  ceding  to  the  States  the  city 
of  Toumay,  and  some  other  places  which  they  could  not 
expect  to  possess,  should  she  conclude  a  separate  treaty. 
They  now  began  to  waver  in  their  counsels.  The  first 
transports  of  their  resentment  having  subsided,  they  plainly 
perceived  that  the  continuation  of  the  war  would  entail 
upon  them  a  burden  which  they  could  not  bear,  especially 
since  the  duke  of  Savc^  and  the  king  of  Portugal  had  de- 
serted the  alliance :  besides,  they  were  staggered  by  the 
affair  of  the  new  barrier,  so  much  mote  advantageous  than 
that  which  France  had  proposed  in  the  beginning  pf  the 
conCereaces.  vThey  were  influenced  by  another  motive: 
namely,  the  apprehension  of  new  mischiefs  to  the  empire 
from  the  king  of  Sweden,  whose  affairs  seemed  to  take  a 
&vourable  turn  at  the  Ottoman  Porte,  through  the  inter- 
cession of  the  French  monarch.  The  czar  and  king 
Augustus  had  peneuated  into  Pomerania:  the  king  of 
Demiiark  had  taken  Staden,  reduced  Bremen,  and  laid 
Hamburgh  under  contribution;  but  count  Steenbock,  the 
Swedish  general,  defeated  the  Danish  army  in  Mecklen- 
burgh,  ravaged  Holstein  with  great  barbarity,  and  reduced 
the  town  of  Altena  to  ashes.  The  grand  seignior  threatened^ 
to  declare  war  against  the  czar,  on  pretencjc  that  he  had 
not  performed  some  essential  articles  of  the  late  peace ;  but 
his  real  motive  was  an  inclination  to  support  the  king  of 
Sweden.  This  disposition,  however,  was  defeated  by  a 
powerful  party  at  the  Porte,  who  were  averse  to  war. 
Charles,  who  still  remained  at  Bender,  was  desired  to 
return  to  his  own  kingdom^  and  given  to  understand,  that 
the  sultan  would  procure  him  a  safe  passage.  He  treated 
the  person  who  brought  this  Intimation,  with  the  most  out- 
rageous insolence;  rejected  the  proposal;  fortified  his 
house,  and  resolved  to  defend  himself  to  the  last  extremity. 
Being  attacked  by  a  considerable  body  of  Turkish  forces, 
he  and  his  attendants  fought  with  the  most  frantic  ifalour. 
They  slew'  some  hundreds  of  the  assailants ;  but  at  last  the 
Turks  set  fire  to  the  house :  so  that  he  was  obliged  to  sur- 
render himself  and  his  followers,  who  were  generally  sold 
for  slaves.  He  himself  was  conveyed  tmder  a  strong  guard 
t9  Adrianople.     Meanwhile  the  czar  landed  with  an  army 
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in  Finland,  which  be  totally,  reduced.  Steenbock  Biain- 
tained  himself  in  Tonntngen  until  ail  his  supplies  were,  cut 
oiF,  and  then  he  was  obliged  to  delhrer  himself  and  his 
troops  prisoners  of  war.  But  this  reverse  was  not  fore- 
seen  when  the  Dutch  dreaded  a^'upture  between  the  Porte 
and  the  Muscovites,  and  were  gi^n  to  understand  that  the 
Turks  would  revive  the  troubles  in  Hungary.  In  that  case, 
they  knew  the  emperor  would  recal  great  part  of  his  troop 
from  the  Netherlands,  where  the  burden  of  the  war  must 
Iter  upon  their  shoulders.  After  various  consultations  in 
their  different  assemblies,  they  came  into  die  queen^s 
measures,  and  signed  the  barrier  treaty. 

^  XXI.  Then  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the  four  associated 
circles  presented  a  remonstrance  to  the  British  ministers  at 
Utrecht,  imploring  the  queen's  interposition  in  theip  favour, 
that  they  might  not  be  left  in  the  miseraUe  condition  to 
which  they  had  been  reduced  by  former  treaties.  -They 
were  given  to  undersund,  that  if  they  should  not  obtain 
'what  they  desired,  they  themselves  would  be  justly  blamed 
'  as  ^he  authors  of  their  own  disappointment :  that  they  bad 
been  deficient  in  furnishing  their  proportion  of  troopH  and 
other  necessaries ;  and  left  the  whole  burden  of  the  war  to 
fall  upon  the  queen  and  the  states,  in  the  Netherlands :  that 
when  a  cessation  was  judged  necessary,  they  had  deserted 
her  niajesty  to  follow  the  chimerical  projects  of  prince 
Eugene ;  that  while  she  prosecuted  the  war  with  the  ut<» 
most  vigour,  they  had  acted  with  coldness  and  indifference; 
but  when  she  inclined  to  peace  they  began  Ito  exert  them- 
selves in  prosecuting  hostilities  with  uncommon  eagerness : 
that,  nevertheless,  she  would  not  abandon  their  interests, 
but  endeavour  to  procure  for  them  as  good  conditions  iss 
their  preposterous  conduct  would^  allow  her  to  demand. 
^  £veo  the  emperor's  plenipotentiaries  began  to  talk  in  more 
moderate  terms.  Zinzendorf  declared  that  his  master  was 
very  well  disposed  to  promote  a  general  peace,  acd  no 
longer  insisted  on  a  cession  of  the  Spanish  monarchy  to 
the  house  of  Austria.  Philip's  ministers,  together  widi 
those  of  Bavaria  and  Cologn,  were  admitted  to  die  con- 
gress ;  and  now  the  plenipotentiaries  of  Britain  acted  as 
mediators  fordie  rest  of  the  allied 


$  XXIL  The  paciCcalion  between  Franee  and  England 
was  retarded,  however,  by  some  unforeseen  difficultiiss  that 
arose'  in  adjusting  the  commerce  and  the  limits  of  the 
GOtmtries  possessed  by  both  nations  in  North  America.  A 
long  dispute  ensued;  and  the  duke  of  Shrewsbury  and 
Prior  held  many  conferences  with  the  French  ministry :  at 
length  it  was  compromised,  though  not  much  to  the  advan- 
tage of  Great  Britain ;  and  the  English  plenipotentiaries . 
recerired  an  order  to  sign  a  separate  treaty.  They  declared 
to  the  ministers  of  the  other  powers,  that  they  and  some 
other  plenipotentiaries  were  ready  to  sign  their  respective 
treaties  on  the  eleventh  day  of  ApriL  '  Count  Zinzendorf 
endeavoured  to  postpone  this  transaction  until  he'  should  be 
furnished  with  fresh  instructions  from  Vienna;  and  even 
threatened  that  if  the  States  should  sign  the  peace  contrary 
to  his  desire,  the  emperor  would  immediately  withdraw 
Ma  troops  from  the  Netherlands**  The  ministers  of  Great 
Britain  agreed  with  those  of  France,  that  his  Imperii 
majesty  should  have  time  to  consider  whether  he  would  or 
would  not  accept  the  proposals :  but  this  time  was  extended 
DO  farther  than  the  first  day  of  June ;  nor  would  they  agree 
to  n  cessation  of  arms  during  that  interval*  Meanwhile 
die  peace  with  France  was  sigiied  in  different  treaties  by 
the  plenipotentiaries  of  Great  Britain,  Savoy,  Prussia,  Por- 
tugal, and  the  states  general.  On  the  fourteenth. day  of  the 
month  the  British  plenipotentiaries  delivered  to  count 
Zinzendorf,  in  writing,  *^  Offers  and  demands  of  the 
*^  French  king  for  making  peace  with  the  house  of  Austria 
*^  and  the  empire."  The  count  and  the  ministers  of  the 
German  princes  exclaimed  against  the  insolence  of  France, 
which  had  not  even  bestowed  the  title  of  emperor  on 
Joseph;  byt  wanted  to  impose  terms  upon  them,  with 
relation  to  the  electors  of  Cologn  and  Bavaria. 

$  XXIII*  The  treaties  of  peace  and  commerce  between 
England  and  France  being  ratified  by  the  queen  of  Eng- 
land, tb^  parliament  was  assembled  on  the  ninth  day  of 
April.^  The  queen  told  them  the  treaty  was  signed,  and 
that  in  a  few  days  the  ratifications  would  be  exchanged. 

a  Bttmet    Boyer.    Hare.    Lamlierty.    Q^qt-    Rouiset    Tocojr.    Bp- 
Cngbroke.    Vofuire     Tiudal.    Mfl.  Hitu    Hist  of  tbe  Duke  of  MartbofoQsIt 
*  An.  1718. 

Vol.  II^    '  U 


^^  HISTORY  OT^XNtSLANU       .  X7tS^ 

Ste  MTtd;  whit  Bhe  h«d  doUe  for  tile  protcftUnt  amxeasion^ 
«nd  the  perfoU  irmidahip  mdMuifiog  betWAeaii^  and  the 
liDuse  of,Hano\'tr,  would. «i0O¥Jace  diooe  who  wiafaed  w«U. 
io  both*  aoA  4jesiirtd  the'^ieiitsd  vrfejty  ^f  their  coimtry, 
!hcn¥  •\rain  .«il  srt tempts  were  .tq  .divide,  them*     Shi  left  it 
taMvdty  to.  (the  house  o(f  CQiniiiM>i)u»  to  determine  what  force 
•might  be  neccssury  for  the  aeourity  of  trade  by  afta*  and  for 
.fpaisdd  And  garri SODS.     ^^  Make  yourselves  safe,  ^said  she) 
^'  and  I  ^all  be  satifified.     Next  to  «be  protectton  of  th^ 
^^  d'txhc  Providence,  I  dope»d  upon  the  loyaky  and  affeo^ 
^^tum<>f  my  people.     I  wast  no  other  guarantee."'^  She 
.rocommended  to  iheir  protection  tho^e  brave  men  'who  had 
^eKposed  their  lives  in  the  service  of  their  country^  and 
could  not  be  employed  ki  time  of  p«ace«     She  deaired  the}' 
inould  xoocert  proper  jmeaaures  fojr  easing  the  fot%%n  -trade 
of  the.  kingdom,  for  inaproving  and  encotira,giiig  maoufae- 
ijures  and  Ahe  fishery  ^  and  for  employing  the  kinds  of  idle 
.ptxiple*:    Skbc  expressed  Jicr  diapleasaro  at  the  scandalous 
iUiid  jscdiileiLi^  libels  Mibich;had  beep  lately  published*     SJbe 
.exhoiTted.  ihem  toeonaider  of  new  laws  to  .preyent.  this 
licentiouaiiesst  as  uxil  ns  for  ])u£ting  a  stop'to  th«  impious 
pi*actice  of  duelling.     She  conjured  tliem  to  use  their  ut- 
most eutlemrours  to  culm  the  minds  of  men  at  home,  that 
the  arts^fpe^uM^niigln  be  eidtivated^  and  thai  groundjov 
jealoiisies,  contriivcd  by  a  fuctiooi  and  fomented  hyparlf 
rage>)  loiglu  not  effect  that  /^ hich  their  foreign  enemies  could 
not  accoinpUsb.    Tins  was  the  lap^uag^  of  a  pioust  candid, 
and  benevolent  sovereign^  wlio  loved  her  subject  with  % 
truly  parental  aifection.     The  j^arlipmcnt  conaiilexed  her  in 
that  light*    Each  house  preseiiied  hjur  with  a  warm  address 
of  thanks  fiuid  jcougratuhnion^expre&suxgiin  particular,  their 
uivio}»bie .  attachment  to  xhc  protestant  succession  in  the 
illustrious    house  .of   Uanovur.     The  ratlficatxoas  of  the 
ti^at)'  be'uig  excbittiiged,  the  peace  wius  proclaimed  on  the 
£fkh  (if  May  wiidi  thr  usual  ceremonacs,  to  ibe  inexpressible 
joy  of  the  nation  in  general.     It  wu/i  about  this  period  that 
xbe  chevalier  dc  St«  George  csonveyed.a  printed  remonsUance 
to  the  uunistx^rs  at  Utrecht,  solc^imly  protesting  against  all 
that  might  be  siipuhitcd  to  his  prejudice.     The  commons, 
in  a  seceiiid  address,  had  bcsoitght  her  majesty  to  commu- 
nicate to  4lhe  house  in  due  tinie  the  treaties  of  peace  and 
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commerce  with  Fraacc;  andr  now  (hey  were  prodiiced  by 
Mr.  Benson^  ckancdlor  ^  tJBkt  exchequer.  ^ 

^  XXI V«  By  the  treaty  of  peace  the  French  kiHg  obli- 
ged himself  to  abaadem  the  pretender,  and  acknowledge  the 
qoecfi's  title  and  the  pratestoma'  sococssion;  to -rase  the 
forti&catioM'of  Dunkirk  'wtAJiv  a  limited  time,  on  condition 
of  receiTiog  an  eqiuv^lenf ;  to  cede  Newfoundland,  Hud* 
aoo's  Bay,  and  5t.  ehristo]ihers  to  £aglaiid:i  but  the 
French  were  kft  in  pesaesiibn  of  Cape  Bretdn,  and  at 
Hbcrty  to  dry  their  Mi  in  N^vrfeimdiand.  B^  the:  treaty 
•f  commerce  a  Aree  trade  wias  established,  according  to  tht 
tariff  of  die  year  one  thousand  six  handred  and  ajtty-feur; 
except  in  som^  commo^ties  that  were  subjected  to  new 
regnletiGna  in  the  year  sixteen'  hundred  ai^  ntnety^ne. 
It  waa  agfe^,  that  tf>  other  duties  shoald  be  imposed  on 
the  ptodti^ons  of  Prance  imported  into  England^  than 
thoae  that  ware  laid  on  the  same  commodiaiffa  ftom  odier 
connt^at  and,  that  commissaries  should  meet  at  London, 
to  nc^aftaH  malteas  relating  to  commerce ;  as  for  tbe!  tariff 
wiAt  8|Mitt,  it  was  not  yet  fiaishfid.  It  was  stipulated,  that 
dm  «mpeiK>r  should  possess  the  kingdom  of  Naples,  the 
dntchy  of  Mihm,  and  the  Spanish  Netherlands :  that  the 
duke  of  Savour  should  en}^  Sicily,  with  the  title  of  king  *. 
that  the  aamjK  title,  with  iKc  island  of  Sardinia,  should  be 
aHoMed  to  the  elector  of  B^avaria,  as  aa  indemnification  for 
bin  losses:  diat  the  states  general  should  restore  Lisle  and 
ita  dependhencioa:  that  Namur,  Charleroyi  Luxi^mbourg, 
Ypres,  and  Newport  should  he  ajykd;to  the  other  {daces 
the7  idready  ^messed  in  Flandtm;  and,  that  thei  king  of 
Fruaala  shoald  ha^e  Upper  Gueldre,  in  lieu  of  Orange  and 
the  mAter  siatas  bekmgtng  to  that  family  in  Pranche  Compte* 
Tike  king  of  Foatngal  y/m  satisfied :  and  the  fimt  day  of 
Joncwns  fined  as  tha  perind  of  time  granted  to  the  emperor 
far  considmMiOB.  , 

§  XXV»  A  day  being  appointed  by  ^he  commons,  to 
dd^eraif:  upon  ^  treai^  of  •eonumerce,  very  juiit  and 
weighty  ok^tions  wave  made  to  dm  eighth  and  ninth 
ardcfea,  importias,  dmt  Gceat  Briiann  anA  France  Uiould 
aautually  enjoy  att  the  privileges  in.  tmding  wMi  each 
x>dser  dmt  either  gnmted  to  tla^e  moat  liavnured  nadon  i  and 
that  no  higher  customs  should  be  naacted  from  the-  com-' 
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i^odities  of  France,  than  those  that  were  drawn  from  die 
same  productions  of  any  oth^  people.     The  balance  of 
trade  having  long  inclined  to  the  aide  of  France,  severe 
duties  had  been  laid  on  all  the  productions' and  manufiactures 
of  that  lingdom,  so  as  almost  to  amount  to  a  tottd  prohi- 
bition.    Som.e  members  observed,  that  by  the  treaty  be- 
tween England  and  Portugal,  the  duties  charged  upon  the 
wines  of  that  country  were  lower  than  those  laid  upon  die 
wines  of  France :  that  should  they  now  be  reduced  to  an 
equality,  the  difference  of  freight  was  so  great,  that  the 
French  wines  would  be  found  much  cheaper  than  those  of 
Portugal ;  and,  as  they  were  more  agreeable  to  the  taste  of 
the  nation  in  general,  there  would  be  no  market  for  the 
Portuguese  wines  in  England;    that  should  this  be  the 
case,  the  English  would  lose  their  trade  with  Portugal,  the 
roost  advantageous  of  any  traffic  which  they  now  carried 
on  (  for  it  consumed  a  great  quantity  of  their  manufactures, 
and  returned  a  yearly  sum  of  six  hundred  thousand  pounds 
in  gold,     Mr*  Nathaniel  Gould,  formerly  governor  of  the 
bank,  affirmed,  that  as  France  had,  since  the  revolution, 
encouraged  woollen  manufactures,  and  prepared  at  home 
several .  commodities  which  formerly  they  drew  from  Eng* 
land  $   so  the   English  had   learned  to  make  silk  atufis, 
paper,  and  all  manner  of  toys,  formerly  imported   from 
France :  by  which  means  an  infinite  number  of  artificers 
were  employed,  and  a  vast  sum  annually  saved   to  die 
nation  t  but  these  people  would  now  be  reduced  to  beggary, 
and  that  money  lost  again  to  the  kingdom,  should  French 
commodities  of  the  same  kind  be  imported  under  ordinary 
duties,  because  labour  was  much  cheaper  in  France  than  in 
England,  consequently  the  British  manufactures  would  be 
undersold  and  ruined.     He  urged,  that  the  rain  of  the  silk 
maniifecture  would  be  attended  witl)  another  disadvantage. 
Great  quantities  of  woollen  cloths  were  vended  in  Italy 
and  Turkej^,  in  consequence  of  the  raw  silk  which  the 
English  merchants  bought  up  in  those  countries;    and, 
should  the  silk  manufactort  at  home  be  lost  those  markets 
for  British  commodities  would  fail  of  course.     Others  id* 
Jeged,  that  |f  the  articles  of  commerce  had  been  settled 
before  the  English  troops  separated  from  those  of  the  con- 
ffdk mes;  the  French  king  would  not  have  presumed  to 


1713.  ^"™^  tsr 

t 

insist  «poa  ^Qclh  terms,  but  have  been  glad  lo  comply  with 
more  moderate  coBditions*  Sir  William  Wjrndbam  re- 
flected on  the  late  mmistry,  for  having  neglected  to  make 
an  advantageous  peace  when  it  was  in  their  power.  He 
said  that  Pattogal  would  always  have  occasion  .for  the 
woollen  mannfacttircs  aad  tbe  corff  of  England^  and  be 
obliged  to  buy.  them  at  all  events.  After  a  violent  debate, 
the  house  resolved,  by  a  great  majority,  that  a  (m11  should 
be -brought  in  to  make  good  the  eighth  and  ninth  articles  of 
ifae  treaty  of  commerte  with  France.  Against  these  arti<r 
dea,  however,  ]the  Portuguese  minister  presented  a  me- 
morial, declaring,  that  should  the  duties  on  French  wines 
be  lowered  to  the  same  level  with  those  that  were  laid  on 
die  wanes  of  Portugal,  his  master  would  renew  the  probi?* 
bition  (ff  the  woollen  manufactures,  and  other  products  of 
Great  Britain*  Indeed,  all  the  trading  part  of  the  nation 
exclaimed  against  the  treaty  of  commerce,  which  seems  to 
have  been  concluded  in  a  hurry,  before  the  ministers  fully 
understood  the  nature  of  the  subject.  This  precipitation 
waa  owing  to  the  fears  diat  their  endeav6urs  after  peace 
would  mi8carry4  from  the  intrigues  of  the  whig  faction,  and 
the  obstinate  opposition  of  the  confederates. 

^  XXVI«  The  commons  having  granted  an  aid  of  two 
shillings  in  the  pound,  proceeded  to  renew  the  duty  on  malt 
for  another  year,  and  extended  this  tax  to  the  whole  island, 
notwithstanding  the  warm  remonstrances  of  the  Scottish 
members,  who  represented  it  as  a  burden  which  thek 
coQWtry  bould  not  b^ar.  They  insisted  upon  an  ejcpress 
artide  of  the  union,  stipulating,  that  no  duty  should  be  laid 
<m  the  malt  in  Scodand  during  the  war,  which  they  affirmed 
was  not  yet  finished,  inasmuch  as  the  peace  with  Spain  had 
not  been  proclaimed.  During  the  adjournment  of  the  par- 
itament,  on  account  of  the  Whitsun  holidays,  the  Scots  of 
both  houses,  laying  aside  all  party  distinctions, 'met  and 
deliberated  on  this  subject.  They  deputed  the  duke  of 
Argyle,  the  earl  of  Mar,  Mr.  Lockhart,  and  Mr.  Cockbum, 
to  lay  their  grievances  iiefore  the  queen.  They  represented, 
that  their  countrymen  bore  with  impatience  the  violation  of 
soase  artides  of  the  union ;  and  that  the  imposition  of  such 
an  insupportable  burden  as  the  mak  tax  would,  in  all  pro* 
faabUity,  |Hrompt  th'-^m  to- declare  the  union  dissolved.     The 
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foecn,  alarmed  ait  this  rewoiistratice^  ^mswercd,  that  she 
wished  they  mig^  not  have  cause  la  repent  of  such  a  pre- 
cipitate resointion ;  but  she  would  endeavour  to  make  all 
dttngs  easy.  On  the  first  day  of  Juno,  the  eaii  of  Find^ 
later,  in  the  house  of  peers,  represented  that  the  Scottish 
nation  was  aggrieved  in  many  instances :  Uiat  they  were 
deprived  of  &»  privy  counctli  and  subyected  to  the  English 
laws  in  cases  of  treason:  that^eir  nobles  weie  rendered 
incapable  of  ^eing  createdt  British  peere ;  and  that  now 
they  were  oppressed  with  the  insupportable  burden  of  a 
malt  tax,  when  they  had  reason  to  expect  they  should  reap 
the  benefit  of  pesKc  ;  lie,  therefore,  moved,  that  leave  might 
be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  dissolving  the  union,  and 
securing  the  protestant  succession  to  the  house  of  Hanover* 
Lord  North  and  (>rey  affirmed,  that  the  complaints  of  tho 
Scots  were  groundless ;  tliat  the  dissohition  of  the  union 
vrsLS  impracticable ;  isnd  he  made  sonre  sarcastie  refleetiona 
on  the  poverty  of  that  nation.  He  was  answered  by  the 
earl  of  Eglinton,  who  admitted  the  Scots  were  poor,  and 
therefore  unable  to  pay  the  malt  tax.  The  earl  of  Day^ 
among  other  pertinent  remarks  upon  the  union,  observed^ 
that  when  the  treaty  was  made,  the  Scots  took  it  for 
granted,  jihat  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain  would  never 
load  them  with  any  imposition  that  they  had  reason  to 
believe  grievous.  The  earl  of  Peterborough  compared  the 
union  to  a  marriage.  He  said,  that  though  England^  who 
must  ))e  supiKised  the  husband,  might  in  some  instancea 
nrove  unkind  to  the  lady,  she  ought  not  immediately  to  sue 
for  a  divorce,  the  rather  because  she  had  very  much 
mended  her  fortune*  by  the  match.  Hay  replied,  that  mar% 
riage  was  an  ordinance  of  God,  and  the  umon  no  mora 
than  a  political  expedient.  The  other  affirmed,  that  the 
contract  could  not  have  been  more  solemn,  unless,  like 
^he  ten  commandments,  it  had  come  from  heaven:  he 
inveighed  against  the  Scots,  as  a  people  that  never  would 
be  satisfied :  that  would  have  all  the  advantages  reeukiog 
^rom  the  union,  but  would  pay  nothing  by  their  good  wili^ 
although  they  had  received  more  money  from  England 
than  the  amount  of  all  their  estates.  To  these  animad^ 
versions  the  duke  of  Argyle  made  a  very  warm  reply« 
.  ^^  I  have  been  reflec^d  on  by  some  people  (said  he)  as  if 


^  I  WM  dmfpjiBi^icAj^  and  Jind  thaoged  eides :  1>ut  I  deafiiae 
^^  thoir  pcjwos,  M  much  -a»  I  undervalue  tbeir  judgment.'' 
tfe  nrfi^,  that  th«  malt  tax  m  Scotland  was  like  tukig 
Aaad  bjr  the  ap^  thfoaghftut  Eogkind,  because  land  was 
WQfth  4ve  pounds  an  acre  in  A^  neighbourhood  of  Ijondon* 
.afnd  woold  not .  feioh  sp  many  ahUUngs  in  the  remote 
ispontim*     In  like  manner^  the  JKngtiah  malt  was  valued  at 
ioor  dmea  the  price  <»f  that  which  was  made  in  Scodand : 
thm£pr^  the  tax  in  ibis  country  must  he,  levied  by  a 
rc;giaitfit  of  dragoons*     He  owned  he  had  a  great  share  ia 
majuiw  ^le  untont  w'^  n  view  to  secure  the  ptotestant 
.sncqsasmn;  hut  h^  was  now  satisfied  this  end  might  be 
^MSwe^cd  as-fffcfiluatty  d  the  union  was  diasoh^i  and,  if 
4bi8  jQlep  shotthl  not  he  takeo^  he  did  not  ^aypect  long  to 
Jmire  cipher  |>yojtcrty  le£t  in  Scotland,  or  liberty  in  England, 
i^l  4he  whig  members  voted  for  the  dissolution  of  that 
ti«a^  which  they  had,  so  eagerly  j>romoted;   while  die 
lozioi  mrfnuoM#ly  su|^rted.the  meaaure  against  which 
4hny  hftd  once  ar^;ued  with  such  v^heasonce*  » In  the  nourse 
of  tho  deba^  the  lord  treasurer  observed,  that  although 
th€  mak  tax  was  imfiosed,  it  might  be  afterwards  remitted' 
by  the  crown*     The.  earl,  of  Sunderland  expressed  surprise 
at  healing  that  noble  iord  broach  a  doctrine,  which  tended 
to  establish  a  despotic  dispensing  power,  and  arbitrary 
4l0^i^DnaM?nt.     Qxford  replied,  his  family  had  never  beea 
i^smpupi^,  ;as  some  others  had  been,  for  promoting  and  ad- 
vising arbitrary  meaaures«     Sunderland,  conaidertng  thts^ 
cj^nsai^n  as  n  sarcasm  levelled  at  the  memory  of  hb 
SsktiafBfj  took  occasion  to  vindicate  his  conduct,  adding,  that 
in  those  days  the  other  lond!s  family  was  hardly  known-^ 
^AHch  violent  altercation  was  discharged*     At  kngth  the 
jnotkpi  for  the  bill  was  rejected  by  a  small  majori^,  and 
:the  j^alt  biH  afterwards  passed  with  great  difficulty* 

§  X^VII.  Another  bill  being  brought  into  the  house 
p(  commona,  for  rendering  the  treaty  of  comrneisce  efiec- 
tual^  such  a  number  of  petitions  were  delivered  against  it, 
4ind  so  many  solid  arguments^  s^dvancod  by  the  merchants' 
who  were  examined  on  the  subject,  that  even  a  great  num- 
ber of.  toiy  members  were  convinced  of  the  bad  conse- 
^eace  u  would  produce  to  trade,  and  verted  against  the 
ministry  on  this  occasiopi  so  that  the  hilt  was  rejected  by 
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a  majorhy  of  nine  voices*  At  the  sailie  time,  howeirer,  the 
house  agreed  to  an  address,  thanking  her  majesty  for  the 
great  care  she  had  taken  of  file  security  and  honour  of  h^ 
kingdoms  in  the  treaty  of  peace ;  as  also  for  having  MA 
so  good  a  foundation  for  the  interest  of  her  people  in  trade. 
'Vhty  likewise  befsought  her  to  appoittt  commissioners  tb 
treat  with  those  of  France,  for  adjusting  »uch  matters  as 
should  be  necessary  to  be  settled  on  the  subject  of  comh 
merce,  that  the  treaty  might  be  explained  and  perfected  for 
the  good  and  welfare  of  her  people.  The  queen  interpret* 
ed  this  address  into  a  full  approbation  of  the  treaties  of 
peace  and  commerce,  and  thanked  them  accordingly  in  the- 
warmesc  terms  of  satisfaction  and  Acknowledgments  The 
commons  afterwards  desired  to  know  what  equivalent 
should  be  given  for  the  demolition  of  Dunkirk ;  and  «fhe 
gi^ve  them  to  understand,  that  this  was  already  in  the 
hands  of  his  most  christian  majesty :  then  they  besoughl 
her,  that  she  would  not  evacuate  the  towns  of  Flanders 
that  were  in  her  possession,  until  tho^e  who  were  entitled 
to  the  sovereignty  of  the  Spanish  Netherlands  should 
agree  to  sueh  articles  for  regulating  trade  as  might  place 
the  subjects  of  Great  Britain  upon  an  equal  footing  with 
those  of  any  other  nation.  The  queen  made  a  favoumble 
answer  to  all  their  remonstrances.  Such  were  the  steps 
taken^y  the  parliament  during  this  session  with  relation  ta 
the  famous  treaty  of  Utrecht,  against  which  the  whigs  tx^ 
claimed  so  violently,  that  many  well  meaning  people  be- 
lieved it  would  be  attended  with  the  immediate  ruin  of  the 
kingdom;  yet  under  the  shadow  of  this  very  treaty,  Great 
Britain  enjoyed  a  long  term  of  peace  and  tranquillity. 
Bishop  Burnet  was  heated  wcith  an  enthusiastic  terror  of 
the  bouse  of  Bourbon.  He  declared  to  the  queen  in  pri- 
vate, that  any  treaty  by  which  Spain  and  die  West  Indies 
were  left  in  the  hands  of  king  Philip,  mnst  in  a  little 
time  deliver  all  Europe  into  the  hands  of  France:  that^  if 
any  such  peace  was  made,  the  queen  was 'betrayed,  and  th<^ 
people  ruined:  that  in  less  than  three  years  she  would  be 
murdered,  and  the  fires  would  blaze  again  in  SmithfickU 
This  ptTlate  lived  tp  see  his  prognostic  disappointed; 
thcrefoie,  he  might  have  suppressed  this  anecdote  of  his 
own  conduct. 


$  XXVIII.  On  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  June,  the 
jgoeen  signified  in  a  naeasage  to  .the  house  of  connmons, 
that  her  civil  list  was  butdened  with  some  debts  incurred 
by  several  articles  of  extraordinary  expense  i  and  that  riie 
hoped  they  would  empower  her  to  raise  such  a  sum  of 
money  upon  the  funds  for  that  provision,  as  would  be  suf- 
ficient to  discharge  the  incumbrances,  which  amounted  to 
five  hundred  thousand  pounds.  A  bill  was  immediately 
prepared  for  raising  this  sum  on  the  civil  list  revenue,  and 
passed  through  both  houses  with  some  difficul^.  Both 
loids  and  commons  addressed  the  queen  concfnuag'  the 
chevalier  de  St.  George,  who  had  repmred  to  Lorraine. 
They  desired  she  would  press  the  duke  of  that  name,  anil 
all  the  princes  and  states  in  amity  with  her,  to  exclude 
froin  their  dominions  the  pretender  to  the  imperial  crown  of 
Great  Britain.  A  public  thanksgiving  for  the  peace  was 
appointed  and  celebrated  with  great  solemnity;  and  on  the 
sixteenth  day  of  July  the  queen  closed  the  session  with  a 
speech  which  was  not  at  all  agreeable  to  the  violent  whigs, 
because  it  did  not  contain  one  word  about  the  pretender 
and  the  protestant  succession.  From  these  omissions  they 
concluded,  that  the  dictates  of  natural  affection  had  bias- 
sed her  in  favour  of  the  chevalier  de  Sc  George.  What* 
ever  sentiments  of  tenderness  and  compassion  she  might 
feel  for  that  unfortunate  exile,  the  acknowledged  son  of 
her  own  father,  it  does  not  appear  that  she  ever  entertained 
a  thought  of  altering  the  succession  as  by  law  established. 
The  term  of  Sacheverel's  suspension  being  expired,  extra-^ 
ordinary  rejoicings  were  made  upon  the  occasion.  He  was 
desired  to  preach  before  the  house  of  commons,  who 
thanked  him  for  his  sermon ;  and  the  queen  promoted  him 
to  the  rich  benefice  of  St.  Andrews,  Holboum.  On  th6 
other  hand  the  duke  d'Aumont,  ambassador  from  France^ 
was  insolted  by  the  populace.  Scurrilous  ballads  were 
published  against  him  both  in  the  English  and  French  lan- 
guages. He  received  divers  anonymous  letters,  containing 
threats  of  setting  fire  to  his  hou^,  which  was  accordirtgty 
burned  to  the  ground,  though  whether  by  accident  or  de- 
upk  he  could  not  well  determine.  The  magistracy  of  Dun- 
kirk, having  sent  a  deputation  with  an  address  to  the.  queen, 
humbly  imploring  her  majesty  to  spare  the  port  and  har^^ 
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bdur  of  that  town,  and  representing  that  they  might  be 
useful  to  her  own  subjects^  the  memorial  was  printed  and 
dispersed,  and  the  arguments  it  contained  were  answered 
and  refuted  by  Addison,  Steele,  and  Maj^nwaring.  Com- 
missioners were  sent  to  see  the  fortifications  of  Dunkirk 
d*?molishcd.  They  were  accordingly  rased  to  the  ground; 
the  harbour  was  filled  up  ;  and  the  duke  d'Aumont  returb- 
ed  to  Paris  in  the  month  of  Nolrembcr.  The  queen,  by 
her  remonstrances  to  the  court  of  Versailles,  had, procured 
the  enlargement  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  protestants 
from  the  galleys :  understanding  afterwards  that  as  many 
more  were  detained  on  the  same  account,  she'roade  such 
application  to  the  French  ministry,  that  they  too  were 
released.  Then  she  appointed  general  Ross  her  envoy 
extraordinary  to  the  king  of  France. 

$  XXIX.  The  duke  of  Shrewsbury  being  nominated 
lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland,  assembled  the  parliament  of  that 
kingdom  on  the  twenty- fifth  day  of  November,  and  found 
,  the  two  houses  still  at  variance,  on  the  opposite  principle* 
of  whig  and  tory.  Allan  Broderick  being  chosen  speaker 
of  the  commons,  they  ordered  a  bill  to  be  brought  in  to 
attaint  the  pretender  and  all  his  adherents.  They  prose- 
cuted Edward  Lloyd,  for  publishing  a  book  entitled^ 
**  Memoirs  of  the  Chevalier  de  St.  George ;"  and  they 
agreed  upon  an  address  to  the  queen,  to  rempve  from  the 
chancellorship  sir  Constantine  Phipps,  who  had  coun- 
tenanced the  tories  of  that  kingdom.  The  lords,  how- 
ever, resolved,  that  chancellor  Phipps  had,  in  his  several 
stations,  acquitted  himself  with  honour  and  integrity.  The 
two  houses  of  convocation  presented  an  address  to  the  same 
purpose*  They  likewise  complained  of  Mr.  Molesworth^ 
for  having  insulted  them,  by  saying,  when  they  appeared 
in  the  castleiof  Dublin,  ^^  They  that  have  turned  the  world 
*^  upside  down  are  come  hither  also  ;'^  and  he  was  removed 
from  the  privy  council.  The  duke  of  Shrewsbury  received 
orders  to  prorogue  this  parliament^  which  was  divided 
against  itself,  and  portended  nothing  but  domestic  broils. 
Then  he  obtained  leave  to  return  to  England,  leaving  chan- 
cellor Phipps,  with  the! archbishop  of  Armagh  and  Tuam, 
justices  of  the  kingdom. 
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$  XXX.  The  parliament  of  England  had  been  dia'> 
solved ;  and  the  elections  were  managed  in  such  a  manner 
a^  ta  retain  the  legislative  power  in  the  hands  of  the  tories  i 
but  the  meeting  of  the  new  parliament  was  delayed,  by 
repeated  prorogations,  to  the  tenth  day  of  December;  a 
delay  partly  owing  to  the  queen's  indisposition ;  and  partly 
to  the  contests  among  her  ministers.  Oxford  and  Boiiog- 
broke  were  competitors  for  power,  and  rivals  in  reputation 
for  ability.  The  treasurer's  parts  were  deemed  the  more 
solid;  the  secretary's  more  shining:  but  both  ministers 
were  aspiring  and  ambitious.  The  first  was  bent  upoQ 
maintaining  the  first  rank  in  the  administration,  which  he 
had  possessed  since  the  revolution  in  the  ministry ;  tl^e 
other  disdained  to  act  as  a  subaltern  to  the  man  whom  he 
thought  he  -excelled  in  genius,  and  equalled  in  importance. 
They  began  to  form  separate  cabak,  and  adopt  different 
principles.  Bolingbroke  insinuated  himself  into  the  ccmfio 
dence  of  lady  Masham,  to  whom  Oxford  had  given  some 
cause  of  disgust.  By  this  communication  he  gained  ground 
in  the  good  opinion  of  his  sovereign,  while  the  treasurer 
lost  it  in  the  same  proportion.  Thus  she,  who  had  been 
the  author  of  his  elevation,  was  now  u^ed  as  the  instruVnent 
of  his  disgrace.  The  queen  was  sensibly  affected  with 
these  dissensions,  which  she  interposed  her  advice  and 
authority,  by  turns,  to  appease :  but  their  mutual  animosity 
continued  to  rankle  under  an  exterior  accommodation.  The 
interest  of  Bolingbroke  was  powerfully  supported  by  .sir 
Simon  Harcourt,  the  chancellor,  sir  William  Wyndham, 
and  Mr.  Secretary  Bromley.  Oxford  perceived .  his  own 
influence  was  on  the  waue,  and  began  to  think  of  retire* 
ment.  Meanwhile  the  earlof  Peterborough  was  appointed 
ambassador  to  the  king  of  Sicily ;  and  set  out  for  Turin, 
The  queen  retired  to  Windsor,  where  she  was  seized  with 
a  very  dangerous  inflammatory  fever.  The  hopes  of  the 
Jacobites  visibly  rose :  the  public  funds  immediately  fell  i 
a  great  run  was  made  upon  the  bank,  the  directors  of  wbieh 
were  overwhelmed  with  consternation,  which  was  not  a  little 
increased  by  the  report  of  an  armament  equipped  in  the 
ports  of  France.  They  sent  one  of  their  members  to  rt* 
present  to  the  treasurer  the  danger  that  threatened  the 
public  credit.     The  queen  being  made  acquainted  with 
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these  occurrences,  signed  a  ktter  to  sir  Samuel  Stancer, 
lord  mayor  of  London,  decbiring,  that  now  she  was.reco* 
vered  of  her  Jate  indisposition,  she  would  return  to  the 
place  of  her  usual  residence,  and  open  the  parliament  on 
the  sixteenth  day  of  February.  This  intimation  she  sent 
to  her  loving  subjects  of  the  city  of  London,  to  the  intent 
that  all  of  them,  in  their  several  stations,  might  di^ounte* 
nance  those  malicious  rumours,  spread  by  evilminded  per* 
sons,  to  the  prejudice  oif  credit,  and  the  imminent  hazard 
of  the  public  peace  and  tranquillity*  The  queen's  recovery, 
together  with  certain  intelligence  that  the  armament  was  a 
phantom,  and  the  pretender  still  in  Lorraine,  helped  to 
assuage  the  ferment  of  the  nation,  which  had  been  Indus- 
triouriy  raised  by  party  writings.  Mr.  ilichard  Stcde 
published  a  perforasance,  eiititled,  ^^  The  Crisis,''  in  de«~ 
(slice  of  the  revolution  and  the  protestant  establishment, 
and  enlarging  upon  the  danger  of  a  popish  successor.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  hereditary  right  to  the  crown  of  £ng* 
land/ was  asserted  in  a  large  volume,  supposed  to  be  written 
with  a  view  to  pave  the  way  for  the  pretender's  accession. 
One  Bedford  was  apprehended,  tried,  convicted,  and  se* 
verely  punished,  as  the  publisher  of  this  treatise. 

$  XXXI.  While  England  was  harassed  by  these  intes- 
tine commotions,  the  emperor,  rejecting  the  terms  of  peace 
proposed  by  Trance,  resolved  to  maintain  the  war  at^  his 
own  expense,  with  the  assistance  of  the  empire.  His 
forces  on  the  Rhine  commanded  by  prince  Eugene,  were  so 
much  outnumbered  by  the  French  under  Villars,  that  they 
could  not  prevent  the  enemy  from  reducing  the  two  im* 
portaat  fortresses  of  Landau  and  Fribourg.  His  imperial 
majesty  hoped  that  the  death  of  queen  Anne,  or  that  of 
Lewis  XIV.  would  produce  an  alteration  in  Europe  that 
might  be  favourable  to  his  interest ;  and  he  depended  upon 
the  conduct  and  fortune  of  prince  Eugene  for  some  lucky 
event  in  war*  But  finding  himself  disappointed  in  aU  these 
expectations,  and  absolutely  unable  to  support  the  expense 
of  anoAer  campaign,  he  hearkened  to  overtures  of  peace 
that  were  made  by  the  electors  of  Cologn  and  Palatiitfe ; 
and  conferences  were  opened  at  the  castle  of  Al-Rattadt| 
between  prince  Eugene  and  mareschal  de  Villars,  on  the 
twenty-sixth  day   of    Novemberr      In  the  beginning  of 


tna.  -*Mn&.  1^ 

February  these  ministers  separated,  ^ihout  seeming  to 
have  come  Uy  any  conclusion ;  t^t  all  the  articles  being 
•settled  between  the  two  courts  of  Vienna  and  Versailles, 
they  met  again  die  latter  end  of  the  month :  .the  treaty  was 
signed  en  the  third  day  of  March ;  and  orders  were  sent 
to  the  governors  and  commanders  on  both  •  sides  to  desist 
from  all  hostilities.  By  this  treaty,  the  French  kmg  yielded 
to  the  emperor  Old  Brisac,  with  all  its  dependencies,^ 
Fribourg,  the  forts  in  the  Brisgau  and  Bkck  Forest,  to- 
gether with  Fort  KehL  He  engaged  to  demolish  the  for- 
tifications opposite  to'Huningen,  the  fort  of  SelUagen,  aQd 
aU  between  that  and  Fort  Louts.  The  town  and  fortress 
of  Landau  were  ceded  to  the  king  of  France,  who  ao* 
knowledged  die  elector  of  Hanover.  The  electors  of  Ba^ 
varia  and  Cologn  were  restored  to  all  their  dignities  and 
dominions*  The  emperor  was  pat  in  immediate  possessaon 
of  die  Spanish  Netherlands;  and  the  king  of  Prusaia  was 
permitted  to  retain  the  high  quarters  of  Guelders.  Finsll^, 
the  contracting  parties  agreed  that  a  congress  should  be 
opened  on  the  first  of  May,  at  Baden  in  Switzerland,  for 
termiaating  all  diSereyices  ;  and  prince  Eugene  and  mare- 
acbal  de  Villars  were  appointed  their  first^plenipotentiaries. 
§  XXXIL  The  ratifications  of  the  treaty  between 
'  Great  &itain  and  Spain  being  exchanged,  the  peace  was 
proclaimed  on  the  first  day  of  March,  in  London  ;  smd  the 
articles  were  i;^ot  disagreeable  to  the  English  nation.  The 
kingdoms  of  France  and  Spain  were  separated  for  ever. 
Philip  acknowledged  the  protestant  succession,  and  re* 
Bounced  the  pretender.  He  agreed  to  a  .  renewal  of  the 
treaty  of  navigation  and  commerce  concluded  in  the  year 
one  dmosand  six  hundred  and  sixtyoseven.  He  granted  an 
exduaive  privilege  to  the  English  for  furnishing  the  Spanish 
West  Indies  with  negrdes,  according  to  the  assiento  con-* 
tract.^  He  ceded  Gibraltar, to  England,  as  well  as  the 
kfamdof  Minorca,  on  condition  that  the  Spanish  inhabitant 
should  enjoy  their  estates  and  religion.  He  oUiged  himself 
to  grant  a  fiitt  pardon  to  the  Catalonians,  with  the  possession 

bTbe.Mneoto  contract  otipolated  tbat  from  the  fintday  of  May,  1713,  to  the 
fint  of  May,  \74S,  the  company  should  transport  into  the  West  Inilict,  one  han-  ^ 
4red  ftKy-foor  tlMmitiMl  nesroesy  at  the  rate  of  four  thooiand  eight  haoctrel ' 
Becroet  a  year ;  and  pay  for  carh  BCgro  thirty-three  piecci  of  eight  and  one  third, 
temDfbraMroyardQtiee.  ^ 
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of  all. their  estate!,  honours,  and  privileges,  and  to  yield 
the  kingdom  of  Sicily  to  the  duke  of  Savoy.  «  The  new 
parliament  was  opened  by  commission  in  February,  and  sir 
Thomas  Hanmerwas  chosen  speaker  of  the  house  of  com- 
mons.  On  the  second  day  of  March,  the  queen  being 
carried  in  a  sedan  to  the  house  of  lords,  signified  to  both 
houses,  diat  she  had  obtained  an  honourably  and  advanta* 
geous  peace  for  her  own  people,  and  for  the  greatest  part 
of  her  allies  ;  and  she  hoped  her  interposition  might  prove , 
effectual  to  complete  the  settlement  of  Europe.  She  ob« 
served,  that  some  persons  had  been  so  malicious  as  to 
insinuate  that  the  protestant  succession,  in  the  house  of 
Hanover,  was  in  danger  under  her  government ;  but  that 
those  who  endeavoured  to  distract  the  minds  of  n^en  with 
imaginary  dangers  could  only  mean  to  disturb  the  public 
tranquillit)%  She  said,  that  after  all  she  had.  done  to  secure 
the  religion  and,  liberties  of  her  people,  she  could  not  men* 
tion  such  proceedings  without  some  degree  of  warmth; 
and  she  hoped  her  parliament  would  agree  with  her,  that 
attempts  to  weaken  her  authority,  or  to  render  the  posses* 
sion  of  the  crown  uneasy  to  her,  could  never  be  proper 
means  to  strengthen  the  protestant  succession.  Affectionate 
addresses  were  presented  by.  the  lords,  the  commons,  and 
the  convocation :  but  the  ill  humour  of  party  still  subsisted, 
and  was  daily  inflamed  by  new  pamphlets  and  papera. 
Steele,  supported  by  Addison  and  Halifax,  appeared  in  the 
front  of  those  who  drew  their  pens  iu  defence  of  whig 
principles ;  and  Swift  was  the  champion  of  the  ministr)'. 

$  XXXIII.  The  earl  of  Wharton  complained  in  the 
house  of  lords  of  a  libel,  entitled,  ^^  The  Public'ISpirit  of 
^^  the  Whigs  set  forth  in  their  generous  encouragement  of 
^^  the  authpr  of  the  Crisis.''  It  was  a  sarcasuc  perform* 
ance,  imputed  to  lord  Bolingbroke  and  Swift,  interspersed 
with  severe  reflections  upon  the  union,  the  Scottish  nation, 
and  the  duke  of  Argyle.  in  particular.  The  lord  treasurer 
disclaimed  all  knowledge  of  the  autiior,  and  readily  con* 
curred  in  an  order  for  taking  into  custody  John  Morphew, 
the  publisher,  as  well  as  John  Barber,  printer  of  the 
gazette,  from  whose  house  the  copies  were  brought  to 
Morphew.  The  earl  of  Wharton  said  it  highly  concerned 
the  honour  of  that  august  assembly,  to  find  out  the  villain 


whb  was  author  of  ^  that  fake  and  scandalous  libel,  that 
justice  might  be  done  to  the  Scottisn  nation.  He  movedi 
that  Barber  and  his  servants  might  be  examined :  but,  next 
day,  the  earl  of  Mar,  one  of  the  secretaries  of  state^  de^ 
dared,  that,  in  pursuance  to-  her  majesty's  command,  he 
had  directed  John  Barber  to  be  prosecuted.  Notwith' 
standing  this  interpositicm,  which  was  calculated  to  screen 
the  offenders,  the  lords  presented  an  address,  beseeching 
her  majesty  to  issue  out  her  royal  proclamation,  promising 
a  reward  to  any  person  who  should  discover  the  author  of 
the  libel,  which  they  conceived  to  be  false,  malicious,  and 
factious,  highly  dishonourable  and  scandalous  to  her 
majesty's  subjects  of  Scotland,  most  injurious  to  her  ma- 
jesty,  and  tending  to  the  ruin  of  the  constitution.  In  com* 
pliance  with  their  request,  a  reward  of  tKree  hundred 
pounds  was  offered  :  but  the  author  remained  safe  from  all 
detection. 

$  XXXIV.  The  commons,  having  granted  the  supplies, 
ordered  a  4)ill  to  be  brought  in  for  securing  the  freedom  of 
parliaments,  by  limiting  ^he  number  of  officers  in  the  house 
of  commons,  and  it  passed  through  both  houses  with  litde 
difficulty.  In  March,  a  complaint  was  made  of  several 
scandalous  papers,  lately  pubjiished,  under  the  name  of 
Richard  Steele,  esquire,  a  member  of  the  house.  Sir 
William  Wyndham  observed,  that  some  of  that  author's 
writings  contained  insolent,  injurious  reflections  on  the 
queen  herself,  and  were  dictated  by  the  spirit  of  rebellion. 
Steele  was  ordered  to  attend  in  his  place :  some  paragraphs 
of  his  works  i^ere  read ;  and  he  answered  them  with  an 
affected  air  of  self  confidence  and  unconcern.  A  day  being 
appointed  for  his  trial,  he  acknowledged  the  writings,  and 
entered  into  a  more  circumstantial  defence.  He  was  as- 
sisted by  Mr.  Addison,  general  Stanhope,  and  Mr.  Walpole : 
and  attacked  by  sir  William  Wyndham,  Mr.  Foley,  and  the 
attorney  general.  Whatever  could  be  urged  in  his  favour 
was  but  little  regarded  by  the  majority,  which  voted,  that 
two  pampMets,  entitled,  "  The  Englishman,"  and  "  The 
^Crisis,"  written  by  Richard  Steele, esquire,  were  scandalous 
and  seditious  libels ;  and  that  he  should  be  expelled  the 
house  of  commons. 
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§  XXXV.  The  lords,  talking  into  cooAideration  the 
9tate  of  the  nation^  resolved  upon  addresses  to  the  queen, . 
desiring  they  might  know  what  steps  had  been  taken  for 
removing  the  pretender  froin  the  dominions  of  die  duke  of 
Lorraine :  that  she  would  impart  to  them  a  detail  of  the 
negotiations  for  peace,  a  recital  of  the  instances  which  had 
been  made  in  favour  of  the  Catalans,  and  an  account  of  the 
moneys  granted  by  parliament  since  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ten,  to  carry  on  the  war  in  Spain  igad 
Portugal*  They  afterwards  agreed  to  other  addresses, 
beseeching  her  majesty  to  lay  before  them  the  debts  and 
state  of  the  navy,  the  particular  writs  of  noli  prosequi 
.  granted  since  her  accession  to  the  throne,  and  a  list  of  such 
persons  as,  notwithstanding  sentence  of  outlawry  or  attain* 
der,  had  x>btained  licenses  to  return  into  Great  Briuin,  or 
other  of  her  majesty's  dominions,  since  the  revolution. 
Having  voted  an  application  to  the  queen  in  behalf  of  the 
distressed  Catalans,  the  house  adjourned  itself  to  the  last 
day  of  March.  As  the  minds  of  men  had  been  artfully 
irritated  by  false  reports  of  a  design  undertaken  by  France 
in  behalf  of  the  pretender,  the  ambassador  of  that  crown 
at  the  Hague,  disowned  it  in  a  public  paper,  by  command 
of  Jiis  most  christian  .majesty.  The  suspicions  of  many 
people,  however,  had  been  too  deeply  planted  by  the  arts 
and  insinuations  of  the  whig  leaders,  to  be  eradicated  by 
this  or  any  other  declaration ;  and  what  served  to  rivet  their 
apprehensions,  was  a  total  removal  of  the  whigs  from  all 
the  employments,  civil  and  military,  which  they  had  hitherto 
retained.  These  were  now  bestowed  upon  professed  tories, 
some  of  whom  were  attached  at  bottom  to  the  supposed  heir 
of  blood.  At  a  time  when  the  queen's  views  were  mali- 
ciously misrepresented ;  when  the  wheels  of  her  government 
were  actually  impeded,  and  her  servants  threatened  with 
proscription,  by  a  powerful,  turbulent,  and  implacable  fac* 
tion ;  no  wonder  that  she  discharged  the  partisans  of  that 
faction  from  her  service,  and  filled  their  places  with  those 
who  were  distinguished  by  a  warm  affection  to  the  house 
of  Stuart,  and  by  a  submissive  respect  for  the  regal 
authority.*    Those  were  steps  which  her  own  sagacity  must 
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htve  suggested ;  and  wJhich  her  inniistei)^  would  naturally 
advise  aa  necessary  for  their  own  preservation.  The  wbigs 
were  all  in  commolion,  either  apprehending,  or  affecting  to ' 
apprehend,  that  a  design  was  formed  to  secure  the  pre- 
tender's succeasion  td  the  throne  of  Great  Britain.*  Their 
chiefs  had  secret  consultations  with  baron  Schutz,  the 
resident  from  Hanover.  They  communicated  their  obser- 
valioos  to  the  elector :  they  received  his  instructions :  they 
maiatained  a  correspondence  With  the  duke  of  Marlborough ; 
and  they  concerted  measures  for  opposing  all  efforts  that 
might  be  made  against  the  protestant  succession  upon  the 
death  of  the  queen,  whose  Iiealth  was  by  this  time  so  much 
ioipaired,  that  every  week  was  believed  to  be  the  last  of 
her  life*  This  conduct  of  the  whiga  was  resolute,  active, 
aad  would  have  been  laudable,  had  their  zeal  been  con* 
fiaed  within  the  bounds  of  U'utb  and  moderation :  but  they» 
moreover^  employed  all  their  aru  to  eKite  and  encottvage 
the  feafs  and  jealousies  of  the  people. 

^  XXXVI.  The  house  of  peers  resounded  with  debates 
vpon  the  Catalans,  the  pretender,  and  the  danger  that 
threatened  the  protestant  auccession.  With  respect  to  the 
Cataloniana,  they  represented,  that  Great  Briutn  had  pre- 
vailed upon  them  to  declare  for  the  house  of  Austria,  with 
p^mise  of  support ;  and  that  these  engagements  ought  to 
have  bc«ii  made  good.  Lord  Bolingbroke  declared  that 
the  queen  had  used  all  her  endeavonrs  in  their  behalf:  and 
(hat  the  engagements  with  them  subsisted  no  longer  than 
kiag  Charles  resided  in  Spaia.  They  agreed^  however,  to 
ao  address,  acknowledging  her  majesty's  endeavours  in 
favour  of  the  Catalans,  and  requesting  she  would  continue 
her  interposition  in  their  behalf.  With  respect  to  the 
pretender,  the  whig  lords  expressed  such  a  spirit  of  perse-' 
Ctttioo  and  rancorous  hate^  as  would  have  disgraced  the 
members  of  any,  even  the  lowest  assembly  of  christians. 
Not'  contented  with  hunting  him  from  pne  country  to 
another,  they  seemed  eagerly  bent  upon  extirpathig  him 
fjtMa  the  face  of  the  earth,  as  if  they  had  thought  it  was  a 
crime  in  him  to  be  bom.  llie  earl  of  Sunderiand  declared, 
froo^  the  information  of  the  minister  of  Lorraine,  that, 
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ndiwithstaiidiog  the  UpplicttioA  6f  loth  houiM  to  her  na* 
jcstVf  during  the  last  fiMsioiky  concerning  the  prctcAdct^s 
bring  femoved  from  Lorrsitue^  M  inststoces  had  yM  bften 
made  tor  the  duke'  for  chilt  parpose.  Lotd  BoKngbroke 
affirxtled  that  he  himself  had  mrade  theise  in^tanecs,  hi  the 
queen's  name,  to  thsct  very  minister  before  his  departure 
from  England.  The  earl  cf  Wharton  proposed  a  <)ue8tioli ; 
*^  Whether  the  protesiant  succession  was  in  danget  under 
"  the  present  admiriiscration  T'  A  Varm  debate  ensued,  in 
trhich  the  archbishop  of  York  and  the  earl  of  Anglesey 
joined  in  the  opposition  to'  the  ministry.  The  cart  pre- 
tended to  be  convio<:ed  artd  convened  by  the  arguments 
used  ill  the  course  of  the  debate.  He  owned  he  had  given 
bis  assent  to  the  cessation  of  arms,  for  which  he  took  shame 
to  himself,  disking  pardon  6{  Ood,  his  countrjs  and  hia  con- 
science. He  affirhied,  that  the  honour  of  his  sovereign, 
and  the  good  of  his  country,  were  the  rules  of  his  aedons ; 
but  that,  without  respect  of  persons,  should  he  find  Mnlsdf 
imposed  upon,  be  durst  pursue  an  evil  minister-  from  the 
queen's  closet  to  the  To^er,  and  from  the  Tower  to  the 
scaffold.  This  conversion,  however,  was  much  more 
owing  to  a  full  jjersuasiotf,  that  a  ministry  divided  against 
itself  could  not  long  subsist^  and  that  the  protestimt  sue- 
cession  was  firmly  secnred.  He  therefore  resolved  to 
make  a  merit  of  withdrawing  himself  from  the  interests  of 
si  tottering  administration,  in  whose  ruin  he  might  be  in- 
volved. The  duke  of  Argyle  charged  the  ministers  with 
maladministfaiion,  both  within  those  walls  and  without :  he 
offered  to  prove  that  the  lord  treasurer  had  yearly  remitted 
a  stmi  of  money  to  the  Highland  clans  of  Scotland,  who 
were  knoim  to  be  entirely  devoted  to  the  pretender.  He 
affirmed  tluit  the  new  modelling  of  the  army,  the  practice  of 
disbanding  some  regiments  out  of  their  turn,  and  removing 
a  great  number  of  officers,  on  account  of  their  affection  to 
the  house  of  Hanover,  were  clear  indications  of  the  min- 
istry's designs:  that  it  was  a  disgrace  to  the  nation  to 
see  men  who  hid  never  looked  an  enemy  in  the  face,  ad- 
vanced to  the  posts  of  several  brave  officers,  who  after  they 
had  often  expoled  their  lives  for  their  country^  were  eiow 
starving  in  prison  for  debt,  on  account  of  their' pay  being 
detained*     The  treasurer,  laying  his  hand  upon  his  breast. 
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liid^  die  Imd^  cm  %o  ^tiany  oocmsions  grren  such  aign^l  proofs 
s}f  idCnilkm  to  the  pratestant  aucoesttoii,  that  lie  was  mtt 
BO  fluwiber  of  that  augiwt  aMcmbly  did  call  it  in  iqoetdori. 
He  oamed  heiiad  remilted,  for  two  or  three  yean  past, 
betveen  three  and  ioiir  tbotnand  pounds  to  the  HigMand 
ckuM ;  .and  he  hoped  die  house  vould  give  him  an  oppor- 
mnhjr-to  dear  his  eoodttct  in  that  particidar:  with  respect' 
to  the  reforased  effieess,  he  declared  he  had  given  orden 
4br  their  bcnng  iaimecBately  paid*  The  protestant  successiop 
was  Toted  out  of  danger,  by.  a  (mail  minority. 

$  SXXVII.  Lord  ^Halifiia:  proposed  an  address  eo  thp 
^een^  that  At  would  r^ew  fber  instances  for  the  apeedy 
removing  the  pretender  oot  of  Lmrune;  and  diat  she 
wnuid,  incoifjunotion  with  ehe  states  general,  enter  into 
the  guarantee  of  the  protestant  succession  in  the  house  of 
Hsmovei:.  The  earl  oJF  Wharton  moved,  that  in. the  ad- 
dress her  majesty  should  be  desired  to  issue  a  prodamation, 
•profaaaing  a  reward  to  any  person  who  should  apprehend 
the  pretender  dead  or  alive*  He  was  seconded  by  the  duke 
of  Bolton ;  and  the  house  agreed  that  an  address  should 
•be  preaeaced*  When  it  was  reported  by  the  committee,  lord 
Miorth  and  Grey  e:iipatnted  upon  the  barbarity  of  setting  a 
price  oh  any  one's  head :  he  proved  it  was  an  encourage- 
muent  to  mm^er  and  assassination :  contrary  to  the  preoeptjs 
•of  cheistaasnty;  repugnant  to  the  law  of  nature  and  nations'; 
howonaistent  ^with  the  ^ignky  of  such  an  august  assembly, 
«Bd  widi  the  honour  of  a  ^nation  famed  for  lenity  and 
mercy.  He  was  supported  hy  lord  Trevor,  who  moved 
.that  the  reward  ishould  'be  promised  for  apprehending  and 
-faringing  the  pretender  to  justice,  in  case  hediould  land,  or 
attcsnpt  so  land  in  Gveat  Britain  or  Ireland*  The  cruelty 
■  of  Ae  iirst  clause  was.  zealously  supported  and  vindicated 
-l^the  lords  Cowper  and  Halifax;  but  by  this. time  the 
emrl  of  Anglesey  and  some  others,  who  had  abandoned  the 
nainiatry,  were  brought  back  to  their  former  principles,  by 
promie  of  profitable  employments ;  and  the  mttigatiop  was 
adopted  by  a  majority'  of  ten  voices*  I'o  this  address, 
which  was  delivered  by  the  chancellor  and  the  whig  lords 
-only,  die  queen  reified  in  these  words,  ^^  My  lords,  it 
^^  would  be  a  real  strengthening  to  the  succession  in  the 
*^  house  of  .Hanover,  as  well  as  a  support  to  my  govern- 
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^  metit,  that  an  end  were  put  to  those  gnniMUest  fears  and 
^  jealousies  which  have  been  so  industriouslv  promoted.  I 
^  do  not  at  this  time  see  any  occasion  for  such  a  proclama- 
^  tion.  Whenever  I  judge  it  to  be  necessary^  I  shall  give 
^  my  orders  for  having  it  issued.  As  to  the  other  partic- 
"  ulars  of  this  address,  I  will  give  proper  direcdooB 
^  therein/'  She  was  likewise  importuned,  by  another 
address,  to  issue  out  a  proclamation  against  all  jesiuii, 
popish  priests,  and  bishops,  as  well  as  against  all  such  as 
were  oudawed  for  adhering  to  the  late  king  James  and  the 
pretender.  The  house  resolved,  that  no  person,  not  in- 
cluded in  the  articles  of  Limerick,  and  who  had  borne  amiB 
in  France  and  Spain,  should  be  capable  of  any  employment, 
civil  or  military ;  and  that  no  person,  a  natural  bom  sub- 
ject of  her  mnjesty,  should  be  capable  of  sustaining  the 
character  of  a  public  minister  from  any  foreign  potentate* 
These  resolutions  were  aimed  at  sir  Patrick  Lawless,  an 
Irish  papist,  who  had  come  to  England  with  a  credential 
letter  from  king  Philip,  but  now  thought  proper  to  quh  the 
kingdom. 

$  XXXVIIL  Then  the  lords  in  the  opposition  made 
an  attack  upon  the  treasurer,  concerning  the  money  he  had 
remitted  to  the  Highlanders :  but  Oxford  silenced  his  op- 
posers,  by  asserting,  that  in  so  dmng  he  had  followed  thp 
example  of  king  William,  who,  after  he  had  reducod  that 
people,  thought 'fit  to  allow  yearly  pensions  to  the  beads  of 
clans,  in  order  to  keep  them  quiet.  His  conduct  was  ap 
proved  by  the  house ;  and  lord  North  and  Grey  moved, 
that  A  day  might  be  appointed  for  considering  the  state  of 
the^  nation,  with  regard  to  the  treaties  of  peace  and  com- 
merce. The  motion  was  seconded  by  the  earl  of  Claren- 
don; and  the  thirteenth  day  of  April  fijced  for  this  purpose. 
In  the  mean  time,  baron  Schutz  demanded  of  the  chancel- 
lor a  writ  for  the  electoral  prince  of  Hanover,  to  sit  in  the 
house  of  peers  as  duke  of  Cambridge,  intimating  that  his 
design  was  to  reside  in  England.  The  writ  was  granted 
with  reluctance  :  but  die  prince's  design  of  coming  to  £ng- 
land^as  so  disagreeable  to  the  queen^  that  she  signified 
W  disapprobation  of  such  a  step  in  a  letter  to  the  prineess 
Sophia.  She  observed,  that  such  a  method  of  proceeding 
Would  be  dangerous  to  the  succession  itself,  which  was  not 


wtcate  atojr  dttier  wsiy,  thati  as  the  prifiee  who  was  in  actu- 
al possession  of  the  throne  maintained  her  authority  and% 
prerogative  :  she  said  a  great  many  people  in  England 
were  seditiously  disposed  ;  So  she  left  her  highness  to  judge 
what  tusntiks  they  might  be  able  to  rafse,  should  they  have 
a  pretext  to  begin  a  commotion  ;  she,  therefore,  persua- 
ded herself  that  her  aunt  would  not  consent  to  any  thing 
which  might  disturb  the  repose  of  her  and  her  subjectSr 
At  the  same  time  she  wmte  a  letter  to  the  electoral  prince, 
complaining  that  he  had  formed  such  a  resolution,  without 
first  knowing  her  sentiments  on  the  subject,  and  telling  him 
plainly,  that  nothing  could  be  more  dangerous  to  the  tran- 
iftiiUity  of  her  dominions,  to  the  right  of  succession  in  the 
Hanoverian  line,  br  more  disagreeable  to  her,  than  such 
conduet  at  thia-  junctare.  A  third  letter  was  written  to 
the  elector,  his  father ;  and  the  treasurer  took  diis  oppor- 
tttAity  to  assure  that  prince  of  his  inviolalde  attachment  to 
the  Ihmily  of  Hanover. 

^  XXXIX.  The  whig  lords  were  dissatisfied  with  the 
qoeen's  answer  to  their  address  concerning  the  pretender ; 
and  they  moved  for  another  address  on  the  same  subject, 
which  was  resolved  upon,  but  never  presented.  'They  took 
into  consideration  the  treaties  of  peace  and  c<wimerce,  to 
which  many  eaceptioos  were  taken;  and  much  sarcasm 
was  eaepended  on  both  sides  of  the  dispute :  but  at  length 
the  majority  carried  the  question  in  favour  of  an  address, 
acknowledging  her  majesty's  goodness  in  delivering  them, 
hy  a  safe,  honourable,  and  advantageous  peace  with  France, 
from  the  burden  of  a  consuming  land  war,  unequally  carried 
en,  and  become  at  last  impracticable.  The  house  of  com- 
mons concurred  in  this  address,  after  having  voted  that  the 
protestant  succession  was  out  of  danger :  but  these  resolu- 
fions  were  not  taken  without  violent  opposition,  in  which 
general  Stanhope,  Mr.  Lechmere,  and  Mn  \^lpole,  chiefly 
distinguished  themselves.  The  letters  which  the  queen  had 
written  to  the  electoral  house  of  Hanover  were  printed  and 
pttUtshed  in  England,  with  a  view  to  inform  the  friends  of 
that  family  of  the  reasons  which  prevented  the  duke  of 
Cambridge  from  executing  his  design  of  residing  in  Great 
Britain.  The  queen  considered  this  step  as  a  personal 
insult,  as  well  as  an  attempt  to  prejudice  her  in  the  opinion, 
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pf  kef  ftutijects  i  she  therefore  ordered  the  publisher  I0  be 
taken  into  cuatody*  At  this  period  the  princesf  6ophi« 
died,  in  tb^  eig;iity-fourth  year  of  her  age ;  and  her  deaih 
was  intimated  to  the  qqeeu  by  baron  Botbmar^  who  arriiMMl 
in  England  widi  the  character  of  envoy  extraordinary  irom 
the  elector  of  Hanover.  This  prtneets  ii¥as  the  fourth  and 
youngest  daughter  of  Frederic,  -elector  palatine,  king  of 
Bohemia,  and  Elizabeth  daughiber  of  king  Jannes  I*  of  Eiig- 
laad.  She  enjoyed  from  nature  aa  axccfUe^t  oapacity,  which 
was  finely  cultivated ;  and  was  ki  all  respects  one  of  the 
roost  accomplished  prioceases  of  the  age  in  which  she  lived. 
At  her  death^the  court  of  England  appeared  in  mourning; 
and  the  elector  of  Ikunswick  was  prayed  for  by  name  in 
the  Iiturg\^  of  the  church  of  England*  On  the  tweUtti  day 
of  May,  -sir  Williani  Wyndbam  .made  a  motion  far  a  bill 
to  pneveot  the  growth  of  schism,  and  ibr  the  further  secu- 
rity ol'  (he  ^unch  of  £«i|^nd«  as  by  law  establiahod*  The 
design  of  it  was  to  prohibit  dissenters  fhom  teaching  ia 
schools  and  academies*  It  was  accordsngly  prepared^  and 
eagerly  oppoaed  m  loach  house  as  a  species  .of  perseculioD. 
Nevertheless,  it  OMide  ifts  way  through  i>oth,  and  received 
the  royal  assent  e  but  the  queen  dying  before  tt  $OQk  {dace, 
this  law  WAS  nendered  anaffsctual* 

4  XL*  Her  mcijcat^'^s  constitution  was  now  quite  broken : 
one  St  of  sickness  succeeded  another;  what  comfdeied  the 
ruin  of  her  health  was  tho  anxiety  0/  her  .mind  occasioned 
partly  by  the  discontents  which  had  be<^  raised  and  foment- 
ed by  the  enemies  of  her  govemaftent ;  and  partly  by  the 
ds9sen.sions  among  her  ministers,  which  wsere  now  beeome 
intolerable*  The  council  chamber  was  turned  into  a  scene 
of  obstinate  <iispute  and  bitter  altercation*  £i«n  in  the 
queen's  presence  the  treasurer  and  aecrotaryxUd  not.mbattiin 
from  mutual  obloquy  and  reproach*  Oxford,  ad  vised  mo* 
derate  measures^  seid  is  said  to  have  made  advances  towards 
a  reaoaciliation  with  tiie  leaders  of  the  whig  .party*  As  he 
foresaw  It  would  soon  be  ditfir  turn  to  dominoer,  such  pre* 
ciiutions,  were  necessary  for  his  own  safety*  fiolingbrokr 
affected  to  set  the  whigs  at  defiance :  be  professed  a  warm 
seal  for  tlie  church:  he  soothed  the  queen's  todinatioos 
-with  the  most  assiduous  attention*  He  and  his  coadjuinx 
ioainuated  that  the  treasurer  was  biassed  in  £ivour  of  the 


disaeotetSr  Mid  ertn  thai  he  acted  as  a  spy  for  the  hooae  of 
UanoTer*  la  the  nidat  of  thtse  disputes  and  commotioiia 
the  jacobiteit  were  not  idle.  They  flattered  themselves  that 
the-qiteea  in  seertt  favoured  the  pretensions  of  her  brother^ 
and  they  depended  on  BoliiigiMt>ke's  atuchmeat  to  the 
sane  interesl.  They  believed  the  same  sentifBeots  were 
cherished  by  the  nacton  in  general*  They  held  private  as- 
semblies both  in  Great  Britain  and  in  Ireland*  They  con- 
certed measures  for  turning  the  dissensions  of  the  kingdom 
to  the  advantage  of  their  cause.  They  even  proceeded  so 
fir  as  to  enlist  men  for  the  service  of  the  pretender.  Some 
of  these  practices  were  discovered  by  th^  earl  of  Wharton, 
who  did  not  fml  to  sound  the  alarm.  A  proclamation  was 
immediaiCely  published^  promising  a  reward  of  five  thou* 
sand  pounds  Sot  apprehending  the  pretender,  whenever  Ho 
should  land  or  attempt  to  land  in  Great  Britain.  The 
eommona  voted  an  address  of  thanks  for  the  proclamation ; 
aad  assured  her  m^esty,  that  they  would  cheerfully  aid  and 
assist,  her,  by  granting  the  sum  of  a  hundred  thousand 
pounds,  as  a  further  reward  to  any  who  should  perform  so 
great  a  service  to  her  majesty  and  her  kingdoms.  The 
lords  likewise  presented  an  address  on  the  same  subject. 
Lord  Bolingbroke  proposed  a  bill,  decreeing  the  p'jnalties 
of  high  treason  against  those  who  should  list  or  be  enlisted 
in  the  pretender's  service.  The  motion  was  approved,  and 
the  penalty  extended  to  all  those  who  should  list  or  be 
enlisted  in  the  service  of  any  foreign  4>rince  or  state,  with- 
out a  license  under  the  sign  manual  of  her  majesty,  her 
heirs,  or  successors. 

$  XL  I.  On  the  second  day  of  July,  the  lords  took  in- 
to consideration  the  treaty  of  commerce  with  Spain ;  and  a 
great  number  of  merchants  being  examined  at  the  bar  of  the 
house,  declared  that  unless  the  explanation  of  the  third, 
fifth,  and  eighth  articles,  as  made  at  Madrid  after  the  treaty 
was  signed,  were  rescinded,  they  could  not  carry  on  their 
commerce  without  losing  five»and*twenty  per  cent.  After 
a  long  debate,  the  house  resolved  to  address  the  queen  for 
a)}  the  papers  relating  to  the  negotiation  of  the  treaty  of 
commerce  with  Spain,  with  the  names  of  the  person  who 
advised  her  majesty  to  that  treaty.  To  this  address  she 
rq>li*d)  that  understanding  the  three  explanatory  articles  o£ 
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ikt  treaty  were  not  detrimeiitai  to  the  tiudeof  her  sukfecta^ 
•he  had  consented  to  their  being  rati&ed  with  the  treetj'. 
The  earl  of  WhartoD  represented,  that  if  so  little  regard 
was  slM>wn  to  t^e  addresses  of  that  august  assembly  to  the 
flovereigs^  thef  had  no  btistness  ta  that  bouse.  He  moved 
for  a  remoDMwice,  to.  lay  belbr&.her  majesty  the  iasuperaf 
Ue  difficulties  that  attended  the  Spanish  trade  on  thefoot^- 
iog  of  the.  late,  trcat}^ ; .  and  the  house  agreed  to  his  modoa^ 
Another  member  moved,  that  the  house  should  insist  oa 
ker  majesty's  naming  the  person  who  advised  her.  to  ratify 
the  three  explanatory  articles,  lliis  was  a  blpw  aimed  at 
Arthur  Moore,  a  member  of  the  lower  house,  whom  lord 
Boiiogbroke  had  consulted  on  the  subject  of  the  treaty*  He- 
was  screened  by  the  majority  in  parliament;  but  a. general 
court  of  the  South  Sea  company  resolved,  upon  a  complaint 
exlubited  by  captain  Jobnatoo,  that  Arthur  Moore,  while 
a  director,  was  privy  to  and  encouraged  the  design  of  car** 
rying  on  a  clandestine  trade,  to  the  pi*ejudice  of  the  corpora- 
tion, contrary  to  his  oath,  and  in  breach  of  the  trust 
veposed  in  him ;  that,  therefore,'  he  should  be  declared  in« 
capable  of  being  a  director  of,  or  having  any  employment 
io,  this  company.  The  queen  had  reserved  to  herself  the 
i|uarter  part  of  the  assiento  contract,  which  she  now  gave 
up  to  the  company,  and  received  the  thanks  of  the  upper 
house;  but  she  would  not  discover  the  names  of  those  who 
advised  her  to  ratify  the  explanatory  articles^  On  the  ninth 
day  of  July,  she  thought  proper  to  put  an,  end  to  the  ses- 
sion, with  a  speech  on  the  usual  subjects.  After  having 
assured  them,  that  her  chief  concern  was  to  preserve  the 
protestant  religion,  the  liberty  of  her  subjects,  and  to  se- 
cure the  tranquillity  of  her  kingdoms,  she  concluded  in  these 
words :  ^^  But  I  must  tell  you  plaihly,  that  these  desirable^ 
*^  ends  can  never  be  obtained,  unle^B  you  bring  the  same 
*^  dispositions  on  your  parts ;  unless  all  groundless  jealou- 
*^  stes, '  which  create  and  ^ment  divisions  among  you,  be 
^  laid  aside ;  and  unless  3^00  show  the  same  regard  for  my 
"just  prerogative,  and  for  the  honour  of  my  government,  as 
**  I  have  already  expressed  for  die  rights  of  my  people." 

$  XLII.  Afcer  the  peace  had  thus  received  the  sane* 
tion  of  the  parliament,  the  ministers,  being  no  longer  res- 
trained by  die  tie  of  common  danger,  gave  a  loos^  to  their 
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nrntnal  aaimositjr.  Oscford  wrote  a  letter  to  the  queen, 
contaanuig  a  detail  of  the  public  traaeactions ;  in  the  course 
of  which  he  endeavoured  to  justify  his  own  conduct,  and 
expose  the  tarbulent  and  ambitious  spirit  of  his  rival.  On. 
the  other  hand,  Bolingbroke  charged  the  treasurer  with 
having  invited  the  duke  of  Marlborough  to  return  from  ha 
voluntary  exile,  and  maintained  a  private  correspondence 
with  the  house  of  Haiiover.  The  duke  of  Shrewslmiy  like- 
wise complained  of  his  having  presumed' to  send  orders  to 
him  in  Ireland,  without  the  privity  of  her  majesty  and  the 
couneth  Jii  all  probability  his  greatest  crime  was  Ms  hav- 
ing given  umbrage  to  the  favourite,  lady  Mashmn.  Certain 
it  is,  on  the  twenty  seventh  day  of  July,  a  very  acrimoni>- 
ous  dialogue  passed  between  that  lady,  the  chancellor,  and 
Oxford,  in  the  queen's  presence.  The  treasuier  affirmed 
he  had  been  wronged,  and  abused  by  li^s  and  misrepresent 
tations,  but  he  threatened  vengeance,  declaring  he  would 
kave  some  people  as  low  as  he  had  found  them  when  they 
£rst  attracted  his  notice.  In  the  mean  time  he  was  removed 
from  his  employment ;  and  Bolingbroke  eeemed  to  triumph 
in  the  victory  he  had  obtained*  He  laid  his  account  with 
being  admitted  as  chief  minister  into  the  administration  of 
adairs;  and  is  said  to  have  formed  a  design  of  a  coalition 
with  the  duke  of  Marlborough,  who  at  this  very  time  em- 
barked at  Ostend  for  England*  Probably,  Oxford  had 
tried  to  play  the  same  game,  but  met  with  a  repulse  from 
the  duke,  on. account  of  the  implacable  resentment  which 
the  dt^tchess  had  conceived  against  that  minister. 

$  XLIII.  Whatever  schemes  might  have  been  formed, 
the  fall  of  the  treasurer  was  so  sudden,  that  no  plan  wsa 
established  for  supplying  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  his  dis- 
grace.  The  confusion  that  incessandy  ensued  at  court,  and 
the  fatigue  of  attending  a  long  cabinet  council  on  this  event, 
had  such  an  effect  upon  the  queen's  spirits  and  constitution, 
that  she  declared  she  should  not  outlive  it,  and  was  imme- 
diately seized  with  a  lethargic  disorder.  Notwithstanding 
all  the  medicines  which  the  physicians  could  prescribe,  the 
distemper  gained  ground  so  fast,  that  next  day,  which  was 
the  thirtieUi  of  July,  they  despaired  of  her  life.  Then  the 
committee  of  the  council  .assembled  at  the  Cockpit,  ad* 
joumed  to.  Kensington.. The  dukes  of  Somerset  and  Argyle^ 
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uAnrntd^  of  tht. desperate.  mtttfUtoa  in  wbiek  ^  k^^  rp- 
fMB»dt»  tke  pakaei  «tt(ivWiflhot|t  besng  lummoiied,.  entered 
the*  qouAgU  ehfunbtr*'  The  members  were  supxised  at  iheir 
K^cavtiice;  bfA  the  duke  of  Shrewebury'  thiSSkld  them  Cor 
their  reftdkiefls  to  gpve  their  iksebtatiee  ^at  aa<h  a  cviticat 
fMiwtttre^  end  de$iiied  they  w<iukl  take  their  places*  The 
phytietaiiB  hwiag  deelaxed  ihat  thequKrea  hhU  still  eeoaible^ 
the  xQvmeil  uaotiimously  af^etd  to  recomfnead  the  duke  of 
ShrevTabuly  »aft  the  fittest  persoa  to  AIL  the  place  of  lord 
tveaswer*  Wh«a  thds  opioloa  was  intimated  to  the  queeiK, 
she  mdr  they  could  not  have  recommended  a  persen  she 
liked  better  than  die  duke  ^of  Shr^wsbury^  She  deliveri^ 
tp  him,  the.  white  staff,  bidding  him  use  it  fof  the  good  of 
her  people*  He  would  have  returned  the  lord  chamber" 
lato'e  staffs  but  she  desirjed  he  would  keep  them  both :  «o 
lihat  he  was  at  one  time  possessed  of  the  three  greatest  post$ 
in  the  kingdom,  under  the  titles  of  lord  treasurer,  lord 
«han4i^rlain4  and  brd  Ibuteuant  of  Ireland.  No  nobleman 
in  Sng^and  better  deserved  suqh  distinguishing  marks  of 
his  sovereign's  favour^  {i^  Was  modest,  liberal,  di^inter- 
4st^  and  a  wurm  friend  to  his  country.  Boliogbroke'$ 
ambition  was  defealjed  by  the  viigour  which  the  dukes  of 
Somerset  and  Afgyle  exerted  on  this  occasion*  They  pror 
posed„  that  all  privy  counsellors  in  or  afoou^  London  should 
be  invited  to  attendi  yritbout  distitKtion  of  party.  Th4 
motion  was  approved ;  and  lord  Somei^Sy  with  many  (^ther 
whig  members,  repaired  to  Kensington.  The  council  being 
thus  reinforced,  begsm  to  provide  for  the  security  of  the 
kingdom*  Orders  were  immediately  despatched  to  four  re* 
giments  of  horse  and  dragoons  quartered  in  remote  coun* 
ties,  to  march  up  to  the  neighbourhood  of  London  and 
Westminster.  Seven  of  the.  ten  British  battalions  in  the 
Netherlands  were  directed  to  embark  at  Ostend  for  £ng« 
land,  with  all  possible  expedition :  an  embargo  was  laid 
up<m  all  shipping ;  and  directions  given  for  equipping  att 
the  ships  (^  war  that  could  be  soonest  in  a  condition  fof 
service*.  They  sent  a  letter  to  the  elector  of  Brunswick^ 
signifyinig  that  the  physicians  h^d  despaired  of  the  queenV 
life;  informing  him  of  the  measures  they  had  taken ;  and 
desiring  he  would,  with  all  convenient  speed,  repair  to  Hoi- 
Iand|  where  he  should  be  attended  by  a  British  squadron,  to 
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convey  him  to  England,  in  case  of  her  noajesty's  decease* 
At  the  same  dme  they  despatched  instructions  to  the  earl  of 
Straflfbrd,  t;^  desire  the  states  general  would  be  ready  to 
perform  the  guarantee  of  the  protestant  succession*  The 
heralds  at  arms  were  kept  in  waiting  with  a  troop  of  horse- 
guards,  to  proclaim  the  new  king  as  soon  as  the  throne 
should  become  vacant.  Precautions  were  taken  to  secure 
the  seaports;  to  overawe  the  Jacobites  in  Scotland;  and 
the  command  of  the  fleet  was  bestowed  upon  the  earl  of 
Berkley. 

^  XLI V.  The  qxteen  continued  to  d6ze  in  a  IctiNir- 
gic  iasensibiihy,  with  very  short  intervals,  tiH  ^kt  iiM  day 
of  August  in  the  rooming,  when  she  expired,  in  the  fiftitth 
year  of  her  age,  and  in  the  thirteenth  of  her  neign.  Amie 
Stuart,  queen  of  Great  Britain,  was  in  her  person  of  the 
middle. sizA,  well  proportioned*  Her  hMr  was  of  the  dark 
bftiwn  colour,  her  complesioB  ruddy ;  her  featured  were' 
regular,  her  eoumenance  was  rather  round  than  oval,  itad 
her  aspect  tniire  ^oan^ly  than  majestic.  Her  voioe  was 
dear  and  jnelodioua,  and  her  presence  engaging.  Her  ca- 
pacity was  naturally  good,  hut  not  much  cuMvated  fay 
learning ;  nor  did  she  exhibit  any  marks  of  extraordinary 
genius,  or  personal  ambition*  She  was  cerlaiDly  deficient 
in  that  Tigoar  of  mind  by  which  a  prince  ought  to  pre* 
serve  hia  independence,  and  avoid  the  snares  and  fetters  of 
sycophants  and  favourites ;  but  whatever  her  weakness  in 
this  particular  might  have  been,  the  virtues  of  her  heart 
were  never  called  in  question.  She  was  a  pattern  of  con- 
jugal affection  and  fidelit}^  a  tender  mother^  a  warm  fHend, 
an  indulgent  mistress,  a  munificent  patron,  a  nild  and  mer- 
ciful prin<:e,  during  whose  reigpi  no  sufajeet's  blood  «lras 
shed  for  treason.  She  was  zedoiu^y  attached  to  the  cKurth 
of  England  from  conviction  rasher  than  from  peeposseasion, 
unaffectedly  pious,  just,  charitid)le,  and  compassionate*  She 
felt  a  mother's  fondness  for  her  people,  by  whom  she  was 
universally  beloved  with  a  warmth  of  affection  which  even 
the  prejudice  of  party  coidd  not  abate.  In  a  word,  if  #ie 
was  not  the  greatest,  she  was  certainly  one  of  the  beat  and 
most  tmblenished  sovereigns  that  ever  sat  upon  the  throne 
of  England;  and  well  deserved  the  expressive,  though 
simple  epithet  of  ^^  The  good  Queen  Anne." 
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$  XIX.  The  Duke  of  Ormond  and  Lord  Bolingbroke 
ottAinteJ.  $  XX.  Intrigues  of  the  Jacobites.  $  XXI. 
Death  of  Lewis  XIV.  $  XXII.  The  Earl  of  Mar  sets 
up  the  Pretender'^s  standard  in  Scotland.'  $  XXIII.- 
Divers  members  of  the  Lower  House  taken  into  custody. 
$  XXIV.  The  Pretender  proclaimed  in  the  North  of 
'England  by  the  Earl  of  Derwentwater  and  Mr.  Foster. 
%  XXV.  Mackintosh  crosses  the  Frith  of  Forth  into 
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Who  are  attacked  at  Preston^  and  surrender  at  discretion. 
$  XXVII.  Battle  at  Dunblain.  $  XXVIII.  The  Pre- 
tender arrives  in  Scotland.  §  XXIX.  ffe  retiret  again 
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*  and  Lord  Kenmuir  are  heheadtd.  $  XXXIIL  Trtfl/f  of 
-RehtU.  $  XXXIV.  Mt  for  septennial  Partiatnenio* 
^  XXXV.    Duie  of  Argyie   dkgraced.      $   XXXVI. 

•  Triple  aiHance  between  England^  France^  and  Holland* 
$  XXXVII.  Coum  Gylkntargh,  the  Swedish  Mnister 
in  London^  arrested*  §  XXXVIII*  Account  of  the 
Oxford ^riot*  $  XXXIX^  The  King  demands  an  ex^ 
traordinary  supply  of  the  Commons*  $  XL.  Division 
in  the  ministry*  $  XLI.  7%^  Commons  pass  the- South 
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$  XLIII.  Proceedings  in  the  Convocation  with  regard  to 
Dr*  Hoadky^  Bishop  ofBmngthr. 

$  X.  IT  may  be  necess^iy  to  renind  the  reader 
of  the  state  of  party  at  this  important  juncture*  The 
jacobhes  had  been-  fed  with  hopes  of  seeing  the  succession  ' 
ahered  by  die  earl  of  Oxfotd.  These  hopes  he  had  con- 
Teyed  to  them  in  i|  distant,  undeterminate,  and  mysterious 
manner,  widiout  any  other  view  than  that*  of  preventing 
thrm  from  taking  violent  meaaures  to  embarrass  his  ad- 
ministration. At  least,  if  he  actually  entertained  .at  one 
time  any  other  design,  he  had,  long  before  his  disgrace, 
laid  it  wholly  aMde,  probably  from  an  apprehension  of  the 
danger  with  which  it  must  have  been  attended,  and  seemed 
bent  upon  making  a  merit  of  his  zeal  for  the  house  of  Han- 
over :  but  his  conduct  was  so  equivocal  and  unsteady,  that 
he  ruined  himself  in  die  opinion  of  one  party,  without  ac* 
quiring  the  confidence  of  the  other.  The  friends  of  the 
pretender  derived  fresh  hopes  from  the  ministry  of  Boling- 
broke.  Though  he  had  never  explained  himself  on  this 
subject,  he  was  supposed  to  favour  the  heir  of  blood,  and 
known  to  be  an  implacable  enemy  to  the  whigs,  who  were 
the  most  zealous  advocates  for  the  protestant  succession. 
The  Jacobites  promised  themselves  much  from  hia  affection, 
bat  more  from  his  resentment ;  and  they  believed  the  ma- 
jority of  tories  would  join  them  on  the  same  maxims. 
All  BoUngbroke's  schemes  of  power  were  defeated  by  the 
promotion  of  the  duke  of  Shrewsbury  to  the  office  of  trea- 
surer ;  and  all  his  hopes  blasted  by  the  death  of  the  queen^ 
on  whose  personal  favour  he  depended.     The  resolute  be- 


1^  HIBTOftTOrBneUkND.  ifm^ 

lltviMir-of  Ae  dukes  of  Someriet  and  Arg^^,  Agether 
with  the  diligence  and  activity  of  a  coancil  in  whrtch  the 
whig  iotercat  had  gained  the  ascendenc]^,  completed  the 
confuaion  of  the  tones,  who  found  themselves  without  a 
head,  divided,  distracted,  and  irresolute*  Upon  recblkc- 
tton,  they  saw  nothing  so  eligible  as  silenee,  and  submis- 
sion  to  tliose  measure  which  they  could  not  oppose  with 
any  prospect  of  success.  They  had  no  other  objection  to 
die  sueoession  in  the  liouse  of  Hanover^  but  the  fear  of 
seeing  the  whig  fiM:tion  once  more  predominate :  yet  they^ 
were  not  without  hope  that  their  new  sovereign,  who  waa 
reputed  a  prince  of  sagacity  and  experience,  would  cidti- 
vate  and  conciliate  the  affection  of  tite  tones,  who  were 
the  landholders  and  proprietors  of  the  kingdom,  rather 
diaa  declare  liiawelf  the  head  of  a  faction  which  leaned 
for  support  on  those  who  were  enemies  to  the  clrarch  and 
asonarohy,  on  the  bank  and  the  moneyed  interest,  raised 
upon  usury,  and  maintained  by  corruption.  In  a  word, 
the  whigs  were- elated  and  overbearing;  the  tories  abashed 
and  immfale ;  the  Jacobites  eager,  irarpatient,  and  alarmed 
at  a  juncture  whidi,  wkh  respect  to  them:,  was  truly 
critical. 

4  II*  The  queen  had  no  sooner  resigned  her  Ust 
breath  than  the  privy  council  met;,  and  Ae  archbishop  of 
Canterbury,  the  lord  chancelioiv  jand  the  Hanoverian  resi- 
dent,  Kreyenberg,  produced  the  three  instruments  in  which 
the  elector  of  Brunswick  had  nominated  the  persons*  to  be 
added  as  lords  justices  to  tlw  seven  great  offices  of  the 
reslm.  Orders  were  immediately  issued  for  proclaiming 
king  George,  in  .England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland.  The 
regency  appointed  Ae  carl  of  Dorset  to  carry  to'  Hanover 
ilie  inttmatioo  of  his*  majesty's  accession,  and  attend  him 
in  his  journey  to  England.  They  sent  the  general  officers 
in  whom  they  could  confide  to  dieii^  respective  posts:  they 
reinforced  the  garrison  of  Portsmouth:  they  appointed 
Mr.  Addison  their  secretary :  while  Bolingbroke  was  obli- 
ged  to  stand  at  the  door  of  die  council  chamber  with  his 
bag  and  papers,  and  underwent  every  species  of  mortifica* 

a  These  were  the  dukes  of  Shrewsbury,  Somerset,  Bolton,  Devonshire^ 
Kent,  Ai^g^y  Mtatroie,  end  RoKbiirgh— 4iie  eirls  of  Pomfrett  An)|^es4v,  Gar- 
liaiey  Kottiiiglum«  Abbgdon,  Searboroug^^  a&d  Oriinid— lor4.  tiiepqiit  ^Qwns- 
kead,  and  ims  Halifax  and  Cowper. 


tion.  .  Ootkn  whale,  king  George  imended  die  thvoae  of 
Qreat.  Britain  in  the  4^-fifth  year  of  hia  i^,  vithout  the 
^aat  oppoaitioii,  tumvlt*  of  9igD  of  popular  diacontent:  and 
the  upprejudiided  part  of  the  naiion  waa  now  iuUy  persua* 
icd  thai  90  design^  bad  ever  been  concerted  by  queem 
Apae.  and  her  .mifdeuy  in  favour  of  the. pretender.  The 
a^yor  of  Oxford  received  a  letter^  requiring  him  to  pro* 
claia^  the  .pretender*  Thia  being  comaunicated  to  tbt 
vicechnncettoTt  e  copy.of  it  waa  laftmediatety  tranamitted 
tp.  Mr*  Secretary  Bro^nley^  member  of  parUaanenC  for  tiie 
u^iveraiiy ;  and  ihe  vicechancellor  offered  a'  reward  of  one 
^ivpdred  powds  tq  my  person  who  abwld  discover  the 
aodior.  It  was  either,  the  production  of  some  lunatic^ 
or  weak  contrivance  to  fix  an  odium  on  that  venerable 

Iwdy. 

$  III.  The  parliament  having  aaaemUed,  pursuant  to 
th^  sus%  wbich  regulaud  the  successic^,  the  lord  chancellorf 
on  the  fisfth  day  o£  August,  made  a  speech  to  both  houaea 
in  jLhe  name  of  the  regency.  He  told  them,  that  the  pri« 
vy  council  i^ipointed  by  the  elector  of  Brunswick  had  pro* 
claiified  thftt  prince  under  the  name  of  king  George,  as  the 
lawful  and  rightful  sovereign  of  these  kingdoms ;  and  that 
thjsy  bad  taken  the  necessary  care  to  maintain  the  public 
peace.  |Ie  observed,  that  the  several  brashes  of  the  pub* 
lie  revenue  were  expired  by  the  demise  of  her  late  majes'* 
tyj  and.  recommended  to  |he  commons  the  making  sucli^ 
pipyision,  in  that  respect,  as  might  be  requisite  to  support 
the  hpnour  and  dignUy  of  the  crown.  **  He  likewise  'ex^ 
pressed  his  hope,  that  they  would  not  be  wanting  in  any 
dung  that  might  conduce  to  the  establishing  and  advancing 
ef  the.pjublic  credit.  Both  houses  immediately  agreed  to 
addresses,  containing  the  warmest  expressions  of  duty  and 
affection  to  their  new  sovereign,  who  did  not  fail  to  return- 
sudb  answers  as  were  very  agreeable  to  the  parliament  of 
Great  Britain.  In  the  mean  time  the  lower  house  prepared 
and  passed  a  bill,  granting  to  his  majesty  the  same  civil  lia^ 
which  the  queen  had  enjoyed ;  with  additional  clauses  for 
the  payment  of  arrears  due  to  the  troops  of  Hanover,  which, 
had  been  in  the  service  of  Great  Britain  i  and  for  a  reward 
ef  one  hundred  thousand  pounds,  to  be  paid  by  the  treasu- 
ry to  any  feraon  it[hq  should  appnchend  the  prttender  'm 
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landing,  of  attemptibg  to  land,  in  any  part  et^tht*  British  , 
domiiciions.  Mr.  Craggs,  who  had  been 'despatched  vb 
Hanover  before  the  queeft  died,  returning  on  the  thirteenth, 
day  6f  August,  with  letters  from  the  king  to  the  regency, 
they  went  to  die  house  of  peers ;  thte  the  chancellor  in 
another  speech  to  both  houses,  intimated  his  majesty's  great 
satisfaction  in  the  loyalty  and  affection  which  his  peopfe 
had  universally  expressed  at  his  accession.  Other  address* 
es  were  voted  on  this  occasion.  The  cdmmoos  finished 
the  bill  for  the  civil  list,  and  one  for  making  some  •altera'' 
tions  in  an  act  for  a  state  lottery,  wiiich  received  the  royal 
assent  from  the  lords  justices.  Then  the  parliament  was 
prorogued. 

§  IV.  Mr.  Prior  having  notified  the  queen^s  death  t6 
the  court  of  Versailles,  Lewis  declared  that  he  would  in- 
violably maintain  the  treaty  of  peace  cbnduded  at  Utrecht, 
particularly  with  relation  to  the  setdement  of  the  British 
crown  in  the  house  of  Hanover.  The  earl  of  Straflbrd 
having  signified  the  same  event  to  the  states  Of  Holland^ 
and  the  resident  of  Hanover  having  presented  them  with  a 
letter,  in  which  his  master  claimed  the  performance  of -thei^ 
guarantee,  they  resolved  to  perform  their  engagements,  and 
congratulated  his  electoral  highness  on  his  succession  to  the 
throne  of  Great  Britain.  They  invited  him  to  pass  through 
their  dominions,  and  assured  him  that  his  interests  were  as 
dear  to  theni  as  their  own.  The  chevalier  de  St.  George 
no  sooner  received  the  news  of  the  queen's  death,  than  he 
posted  to  Versailles,  where  he  was  given  to  understand, 
that  the  king  of  Prance  expected  he  should  quit  his  terri-* 
tones  immediately ;  and  he  was  accordingly  obliged  to 
return  to  Lorraiite.  By  this  time  Mr.  Mumky  had  arrived 
in  England  from  Hanover,  with  notice  that  the  king  had 
deferred  his  departure  for  some  days»  He  brought  orders 
to  the  regency  to  prepare  a  patent  for  creating  the  prince 
royal  prince  of  Wales ;  and  for  removing  iord  Bolingbrok« 
from  his  post  of  sccretar}'.  The  seals  were  taken 'from 
this  minister  by  the  dukes  of  Shrewsbury  and  Somerset, 
and  lord  Cowper,  who  at  the  same  time  sealed  up  all  the 
doors  of  his  office. 

$  V.  King  George  having  vested  the  government  of 
his  German  dominions  in  a  council,  headed  by  his  brother 
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prince  Ernest,  set  out  with  the  electoral  princt  from  He* 
renhausen  on  the  thirty-first  day  of  August;  and  in  five 
days  arrived  at  the  Hague,  where  he  conferred  with  the 
states  general.  On  the  sixteenth  day  of  September  he  em-^ 
barked  at  Orange  Poldar,  under  convoy  of  an  English  and 
Dutch  squadron,  commanded  by  the  earl  of  Berkley ;  and 
next  day  arrited  at  the  Hope*  .In  the  afternoon  the  yacht 
sailed  up  the  rfver ;  and  his  majesty,  with  the  prince,  were 
landed  f/om  a  barge  at  Greenwich,  about  six  in  the  even- 
ing. There  he  was  received  by  the  duke  of  Northum* 
berland,  captain  of  the  lifeguards,  and  the  lords  of  the 
regency.  From  the  landing  place  he  walked  to  his  house 
in  the  park,  accompanied  by  a  great  number  of  the  nobility, 
and  other  persons  of  distinction,  who  had  the  honour  to  kiss 
his  hand  as  they  approached.  When  he  retired  to  his  bed- 
chamber, he  sent  for  those  of  the  nobility  who  had*  distin- 
guished themselves  by  their  zeal  for  his  succession :  but  the 
duke  of  Ormond,  the  lord  chancellor,  and  lord  Trevor  were 
not  of  the  number.  Next  morning,  the  earl  of  Oxford 
presented  himself  with  an  air  of  confidence,  as  if  he  had 
expected  to  receive  some  particular  mark  of  his  majesty's 
favour ;  but  he  had  the  mortification  to  remain  a  consider- 
able time  undistinguished  among  the  crowd;  and  then- was 
permitted  to  kiss  the  king's  hand,  without  being  honoured 
with  any  other  notice.  On  the  other  hand,  his  majesty  ex- 
pressed uncommon  regard  for  the  duke  of  Marlborough, 
who  had  lately  arrived  in  England,  as  well  as  for  all  the 
leaders  of  the  whig  party. 

$  VI.  M  was  the  misfortune  of  this  prince,  as  well  as  a 
very  great  prejudice  to  the  nation,  that  he  had  been  misled 
into  strong  prepossessions  against  the  tories,  who  constitu* 
ted  such  a  considerable  part  of  his  subjects.  They  were  \ 
now  excluded  from  all  share  of  the  royal  favour,  which 
was  wholly  engrossed  by  their  enemies :  tbfese  early  marks 
of  aversion,  which  he  was  at  no  pains  to  conceal,  alienated 
the  minds  of  many  from  his  person  and  government,  who 
would  otherwise  have  served  them  with  fidelity  and  affec- 
tion. An  instantaneous  and  total  change  was  effected  in 
all  offices  of  honour  and  advantage.  The  duke  of  Orftiond 
was  dismissed  from  his  command,  which  the  king  restored 
Co  the  duke  of  ]yf  arU)orough,  whom  he  likewise  appointed 
Vot.  II.  A  a 
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colonel  of  the  first  regiment  of  footguards,  and  master  of 
the  ordnance.-  The  great  seal  was  given  to  lord  Cowper  ; 
the  privy  seal  to  the  earl  of  Wharton ;  the  government  of 
Irelas^d  to  the  earl  of  Sunderland.  The  duke  of  Devon- 
shire was  made  steward  of  the  household :  lord  Townshend 
and  Mr.  Stanhope  were  appointed  secretaries  of  state:  the 
post  of  secretary  for  Scotland  was  bestowed  upon  the  duke 
of  Montrose.  The  duke  of  Somerset  was  constituted  mas- 
ter of  the  horse :  the  duke  of  St.  Albans  ^  captain  of  the 
band  of  pensioners ;  and  the  duke  of  Argyle  commander  in 
chief  6i  the  forces  in  Scotland.  Mr.  Pulteney  became  se- 
cretary  at  war ;  and  Mr.  W^lpole,  who  had  already  under- 
taken to  manage  the  house  of  commons,  was  gratified  with 
the  double  place  of  paymaster  to  the  army  and  to  Chelsea 
hoiipitah  N  A  new  privy  council  was  appointed,  and  the  earl 
of  Nottingham  declared  president :  but  all  affairs  of  conse- 
quence were  concerted  by  a  cabinet  council,  or  junto,  com- 
posed of  the  duke  of  Marlborough,  the  earls  of  Nottingham  . 
and  Sunderland,  the  lords  Halifax,  Townshend,  and  Somers^ 
and  general  Stanhope.  The  regency  had  already  removed 
sir  Constantine  Phipps,  and  the  archbishop  of  Armagh  from 
the  office  of  lords  justices  of  Ireland,  and  filled  their  places 
in  the  regency  of  that  kingdom  with  the  archbishop  of  Dub- 
lin and  the  earl  of  Kildare.  Allan  Broderick  was  appoint- 
ed chancellor :  another  privy  council  was  formed ;  and  the 
duke  of  Ormond  was  named  as  one  of  the  members.  The 
treasury  and  admiralty  we're  put  into  commission :  all  the 
governments  were  changed :  and,  in  a  word,  the  whole  na- 
tion was  delivered  into  the  hai^ds  of  the  whigs.-  At  the 
same  time,  the  prince  royal  was  declared  prince  of  Wales^ 
and  took  his  place  in  council.  The  king  was  congratulated 
on  his  accession  in  addresses  from  the  two  universities,  and 
from  all  the  cities  and  corporations  in  the  kingdom.  He 
expressed  particular  satisfaction  at  these  expressions  of  loy- 
/alty  and  affection.  He  declared  in  council  his  firm  purpose 
to  support  and  maintain  the  cHurches  of  England  and  Scot- 
land, as  they  were  by  law  established;  an  aim  which  he 
imagined  might  be  effectually  accomplished,  without  im* 
pairing  the  toleration  allowed  by  law  to  protestant  dissen- 
ters, and  so  necessary  to  the  trade  and  riches  ^f  the 
kingdom :  he  moreover,  assured  them  he.  would  earnestly; 
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endeavour  to  render  property  seci/Te ;  the  good  effects  of 
which  were  no  where  so  clearly  seen  as  hi  this  happy  nation. 
Before  the  coronation  he  created  some  new  peers,  and  others 
were  promoted  to  higher  titles.**  On  the  twentieth  d«y  of 
October,  h^  was  crowned  in  Westminster  with  the  usual 
solemnity,  at  which  the  earl  of  Oxford  and  lord  Bolingbroke 
assisted*^  On  that  very  day^  the  university  of  Oxford,  in 
full  convocation,  unanimously  conferred  the  degree  of  doc- 
tor of  civil  law  on  sir  Constantine  Phipps,  with  particular 
marks  of  honour  and  esteem.  As  the  French  king  was  said 
to  protract  the  demolition  of  Dunkirk,  Mr.  Prior  received 
orders  to  present  a  memorial  to  hasten  this  work,  and  to 
prevent  the  canal  of  Mardyke  from  being  finished.  The 
answer  which  he  received  being  deemed  equivocal,  this 
minister  was  recalled,  and  the  earl  of  Stair  appointed  ambas* 
sador  to  the  court  of  France,  where  he  prosecuted  this  affair 
with  i^ncommon  vigour.  About  the  same  time,  general 
Cadogan  was  sent  as  plenipotentiaVy  to  Antwerp,  to  assist 
at  the  barrier  treaty,  negotiated  there  between  the  emperor^ 
and  the  states  general. 

^  VII.  Meanwhile,  the  number  of  the  malcontent^  in 
England  was  considerably  increased  by  the  king's  attach- 
ment to  the  whig  faction.  The  clamour  of  the  church's^^ 
being  in  danger  was  revived :  jealousies  were  excited  ;  sedi- 
tious libels  dispersed;  and  dangerous  tumults  raised  in 
different  parts  of  the  kingdom.  Birmingham,  Bristol, 
Chippenham,  Norwich,  and  Reading  were  filled  with  licen- 
tious  riot.  The  party  cry  was,  "  down  with  the  whigs ! 
"  Sacheverel  for  ever !"  Many  gentlemen  of  the  whig  fac- 
tion were  abused ;  magistrates  in  towns,  and  justices  in  the 
countr}%  were  reviled  and  insulted  by  the  populace  in  the 
execution  of  their  office.  The  pretender  took  this  oiy>ortu- 
nity  to  transmit,  by  the  French  mail,  copies  of  a  printed  ' 

b  James,  lord  Chandoa,  wu  created  earl  of  Caernarvon — ^Lewi«,  lord  Rock* 
iofham,  earl  of  that  name---Charle8,  Ion)  OMuUon,  earl  of  Tankerviile — Charles, 
kwd  Halifax,  earl  of  Halifoa — Heneaipe,  lord  Guernsey,  earl  of  Aylesford— <JohB, 
lord  HarTe]r»earl  of  Bristol — ^Thomas,  loi-d  Peihani,  earl  of  Clare-  -Henry,  earl  of 
Tbomond,  in  Ireland,  viseount  Tadcaster — James,  viscount  Castleton,  in  Ireland, 
baron  Sandersoii-»-Uenoet,  lord  Sherrard,  in  Ireland,  baron  of  HarbQrpueh-~ 
Gervase,  lord  Pieirepont,  in  Ireland,  bai<on  Pierrepont,  in  the  county  of  Bucks-^- 
Henry  Bovie,  baron  of  Carletoo,  in  the  coanty  of  Yoric—- sir  Uieliard  Temple, 
baron  of  Cobham — Henry,  lord  J'agct,  earl  of  Ufbridge. 

c  In  the  month  of  October,  the  princess  of  Wales  arrived  in  Rngbmd,  vith 
her  two  eldeMdsDghters,  the  princesses  Aooe  and  Amelia. 
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manifesto  to  the  dukes  of  Shrewsbury,  Marlborough,  Ar- 
gyle,  and  other  noblemen  of  the  first  distinction*  In  this 
declaration  he  mentioned  the  good  intentions  of  his  ^ister 
towards  him,  which  were  prevented  by  her  deplorable  death* 
He  observed  that  his  people,  instead  of  doing  him  and 
themselves  justice,  ^ had  proclaimed  for  their  king  a  foreign 
prince,  contrary  to  the  fundamental  and  incontestable  laws 
of  hereditary  right,  which  their  pretended  acts  of  settlement  - 
could  never  abrogate.  These  papers  being  delivered  to  the 
secretaries  of  state,  the  king  refused  an  audience  to  the 
marquis  de  Lambent,  minister  from  the  duke  of  Lorraine, 
on  the  ^supposition  that  this  manifesto  could  not  have  been 
prepared  or  transmitted  without  the  knowledge  and  counte- 
nance of  his  master.  The  marquis  having  communicated 
this  circumstance  to  the  duke,  that  prince  absolutely  denied 
his  having  been  privy  to  the  transaction,  and  declared  that 
the  chevalier  de  St.  George  came  into  Lorraine  by  the  di» 
rections  of  the  French  king,  whom  the  duke  could  not  dis- 
oblige without  exposing  his  territories  to  invasion*  Not- 
withstanding this  apology,  the  marquis  was  given  to 
understand  that  he  could  not  be  admitted  to  an  audience 
untU  the  pretender  should  be  removed  from  the  dominions 
,o(  his  master :  he,  therefore,  quitted  the  kingdom  without 
further  hesitation.  Religion  was  still  mingled  in  all  poiiti- 
tal  disputes-  The  high  churchmen  complained  that  impiety 
and  heresy  daily  gained  ground  from  the  connivance,  or  at 
l^st  the  Mipiae  negligence  of  the  whig  prelates.  The  lower 
house  of  convocation  had,  before  the  queen's  death,  declared 
that  ^  book  published  by  Dr.  Samuel  Clarke  under  the  title 
9S  ^'  The  Scriptur^^  Doctrine  of  the  Trinity,"  contained  asser- 
iiiOns  .contrary  to  the  catholic  faith.  They  sent  up  extracts 
fro«»..l^his  performance  to  the  bisihops :  and  the  doctor  wrote 
■  Hn  answu-  to  thtir  objectioiis*  He  was  prev4iiled  upon  to 
write  an  apology,  which  he  presented  to  the  upper  house ; 
In^t  apprehending  it  might  be  published  separately,  and 
misuoderatood,  he  afterwards  delivered  an  explanation  to 
the  bisl^op  of  London.  This  was  satisfactory  to  the  bish- 
ops 1  but  the  lower  house  resolved,  that  it  was  no  recantation 
of  bis.  lier<it'u?al  assertions*  The  disputes  about  the  Trinity 
incre^^lj,  the  archbishop  and  bishops  received  directions, 
which  were  published,  for  preserving  unity  in  the  church. 
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the  purity  of  the  christian  faith  concerning  the  Holy  Trinity, 
and  for  maintaining  the  peace  and  quiet  of  the  state.  By 
these  every  preacher  was  restricted  from  delivering  any  other 
doctrine  than  what  is  contained  in  the  holy  scriptures  with 
repect  to  the  Trinity ;  and  from  intermeddling  in  any  affairs 
of  state  or  government.  The  like  prohibition  was  extended 
to  those  who  should  write,  harangue,  or  dispute  on  the 
same  subjects. 

§  VIII.  The  parliament  being  dissolved,  another  was 
called  by  a  very  extraordinary  proclamation^  in  which  the 
king  complained  of  the  evil  designs  of  men  disaffected  to 
his  succession;  and  of  their  having  misrepresented  his 
conduct  and  principles.  He  mentioned  the  perplexity  of 
public  affairs,  the  interruption  of  commerce,  and  the  heavy 
debts  of  the  nation.  He  expressed  his  hope  that  his  loving 
subjects  would  send  up  to  parliament  the  fittest  persons  to 
redress  the  present  disorders ;  and  that  in  the  elections, 
they  would  have  a  particular  regard  to  such  as  had  express- 
ed a  firm  attachment  to  the  protestant  succession  when  it 
was  in  danger.  It  does  not  appear  that  the  protestant  suc- 
cession was  ever  in  danger.  How  then  was  this  declara- 
tion to  be  interpreted  ?  People  in  general  construed  it  into 
a  design  to  maintain  party  distinctions,  and  encourage  the 
whigs  to  the  full  exertion  of  their  influence  in  the  elections  j 
into  a  renunciation  of  the  tones ;  and  as  the  .  first  flash  of 
that  vengeance  which  afterwards  was  seei>  to  burst  upon 
the  heads  of  the  late  ministry.  When  the  earl  of  Straf- 
ford returned  from  Holland,  all  his  papers  were  seized  by 
an  order  from  the  set^retary's  office.  Mr.  Prior  was  re- 
called from  France,  and  promised  to  discover  all  he  knew 
relating  to  the  conduct  of  Oxford^s  administration.  Un- 
common vigour  was  exerted  on  both  sides  in  the  elections ; 
but,  by  dint  of  the  moneyed  interest,  which  prevailed  in  most 
of  the  corporations  through  the  kingdom,  and  the  counte- 
niance  of  the  miniqtry,  which  will  always  have  weight  with 
needy  and  venal  electors,  a  great  majority  of  whigs  was 
returned  both  in  England  and  Scotland. 

§  IX.  When  this  new  parliament  assembled  on  the. 
seventeenth  day  of  March  at  Westminster,  Mr.  Spenser 
ComptoQ  was  chosen  speaker  of  the  commons.  CWT  the 
twenty-first  day  of  the  month,   the   king  appeared  in  the 
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house  of  lords,'  and  delivered  to  the  chancellor  a  written 
speech,  which  was  read  in  presence  of  both  bouses*  His 
majesty  thanked  his  faithful  and  loving  subjects  for  that 
zeal  and  firmness  they  had  shown  in  defence  of  the  protes* 
tant  succession,  against  all  the  open  and  secret  practices 
which  had  been  used  to  defeat  it.  He  told  them  that  some 
conditions  of  the  peace,  essential  to  the  security  and  trade  of 
Great  Britain,  were  not  yet  duly  executed;  and  that  the 
performance  of  the  whole  might  be  looked  upon  as  preca- 
I'ious,  until  defensive  alliances  should  be  formed  to  guaran- 
tee the  present  treaties*  He  observed,  that  the  pretender 
boasted  of  the  assistance  he  expected  in  England,  to  repair 
his  foirmer  disappointment :  that  great  part  of  the  national 
trade  was  rendered  impracticable  ^  and  that  the  public 
debts  were  surprisingly  increased  even  since  the  fatal  ces- 
sation of  arms.  He  gave  the  commons  to  understand, 
that  the  branches  of  the  revenue  formerly  granted  for  the 
support  of  the  civil  government,  were  so  far  incumbered 
and  alienated,  that  the  produce  of  the  funds  which  remain- 
ed, and  had  been  granted  to  him,  would  fall  short  of  what 
was  at  first  designed  for  maintaining  the  honour  and  digni- 
ty of  the  crown ;  tha*t  as  it  was  his,  and  their  happiness  to 
see  a  prince  of  Wales  who  might  in  due  time  succeed  him 
on  the  throne,  and  to  see  him  blessed  with  many  children  ; 
these  circumstances  would  naturally  occasion  an  expense  to 
which  the  nation  had  not  been  for  many  years  accustomed  ; 
and,  therefore,  he  did  not  doubt  but  they  would  think  of  it 
with  that  affection  which  he  had  reason  to  hope  from  his 
commons.  He  desired  that  no  unhappy  divisions  of  par- 
ties might  divert  them  from  pursuing  the  common  interest 
of  their  country.  He  declared  that  the  established  consti- 
tution in  church  and  state  should  be  the  rule  of  his  govern- 
ment ;  and  that  the  happiness,  ease,  and  prosperity  of  his 
people  should  be  the  chief  care  of  his  life.  He  conclu- 
ded With  expressing  his  confidence,  that  with*  their  assis- 
tance he  should  disappoint  the  designs  of  those  who  wanted 
to  deprive  him  of  that  blessing  which  he  itiost  valued — the 
affection  of  his  people. 

§  X.  Speeches  suggested  by  a  vindictive  ministry  bet- 
ter became  the  leader  of  an  incensed  party,  than  the  father 
and  sovereign  of  a  divided  people!     This  declaration  por- 


iri4.  GEORGE  L  fgi 

tended  measures  which  it  was  the  interest  of  the  crown  to 
avoid,  and  suited  the  temper  of  the  majority  in  both  houses, 
which  breathed  nothing  but  destruction  to  their  political 
adversaries*  The  lords,  in  their  address  of  thanks,  pro- 
fessed their  hope  that  his  majesty,  assisted  by  the  parlia- 
ment, would  be  able  to  recover  the  reputation  of  the 
kingdom  in  foreign  parts,  the  loss  of  which  they  hoped  to 
convince  the  world  by  their  actions  was  by  no  means  to  be 
imputed  to  the  nation  in  general.  The  tories  said  this  was 
an  invidious  reflection,  calculated  to  mislead  and  inflame 
the  people ;  for  the  reputation  of  the  kingdom  had  never 
been  so  high  as  at  this  very  juncture.  The  commons  pre- 
tended astonishment  to  find  that  any  conditions  of  the 
late  peace  should  not  yet  be  duly  executed;  and  that 
care '  was  not  takei;i  to  form  such  alliances  as  might  have 
rendered  the  peace  not  precarious.  They  declared  their 
resolution  to  inquire  into  these  fatal  miscarriages;  to  trace 
out  those  measures  whereon  the  pretender  placed  his  hopes, 
and  bring  the  authors  of  them  to  condign  punishment. 
These  addresses  were  not  voted  without  opposition.  In« 
the  house  of  lords,  the  dukes  of  Buckingham  and  Shrews- 
bur}',  the  earl  of  Anglesey,  the  archbishop  of  York,  and 
other  peers,  both  secular  and  ecclesiastical,  observed,  that 
their  address  was  injurious  to  the  late  queen's  memory, 
ted  would  serve  only  to  increase  those  unhappy  divisions 
that  distracted  the  kingdom.  In  the  lower  house,  sir 
William  Wyndham,  Mr.  Bromley,  Mr.  Shippen,  gei^eral 
Ross,  sir  William  Whitelock,  and  other  members  took 
exceptions  to  passages  of  the  same  nature,  in  the  ad- 
dress which  the  commons  had  prepared.  They  were 
answered  by  Mr.  Walpole,  Mr.  Pulteney,  and  Mr.  Secre- 
tary Stanhope.  These  gentlemen  took  occasion  to  declare, 
that  notwithstanding  the  endeavours  which  had  been  used 
to  prevent  a  discovery  of  the  late  mismanagements,  by 
conveying  away  several  papers  from  the  secretary's  office, 
yet  the  government  had  sufficient  evidence  left,  to  prove 
the  late  ministry  the  most  corrupt  that  ever  sat  at  the 
helm ;  that  those  matters  would  soon  be  laid  before  the 
house,  when  it  would  appear  that  a  certain  English  general 
had  acted  in  concert  with,  if  not  received  orders  from, 
mareschal  dq  Villars.     Lord  Bolingbrokc,  who  had  hitherto 
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appeared  in  public,  as  usunl,  with  remarkable  serenity,  and 
spoke  in  the  house  of  lords  with  great  freedouj  and  confi- 
dence, thought  it  was  now  high  time  to  consult  his  per- 
sonal safety-*^  He  accordingly  withdreiv  to  the  continent, 
leaving  a.  letter  which  was  afterwards  printed  in  his  justi- 
fication. In  this  paper,  he  declared  he  had  received  cer- 
tain aAd  repeated  informations,  that  a  resolution  was  taken 
io  pursue  ,him  to  the  scaffold;  that  if  there  had  been  the 
least  reason  to  hope  for  a  fair  and  open  trial,  after  having 
been  already  prejudged,  unheard,  by  the  two  houses  oi:' 
parliament,  he  should  not  have  declined  the  strictest 
examination.  He  challenged  the  most  inveterate  of  his 
enemies  to  produce  any  one  instance  of  criminal  corres- 
pondence, c^  the  least  corruption  in  any  part  of  the  admin- 
istration in  which  he  was  concerned.  He  said,  if  his  zeal 
for  the  honour  and  di|;nity  of  his  royal  mistress,  and  the 
true  interest  of  his  c#untry,  had  any  where  transported  him 
.to  let  slip  a  warm  and  unguarded  expression,  he  hoped  the 
most  favourable  interpretation  would  be  put  upon  it.  He 
affirmed,  that  he  had  served  her  majesty  faithfully  and  du- 
tifully in  that  especially  which  she  had  most  at  heart,  re- 
lieving her  people  from  a  bloody  and  expensive  war ;  and 
that  he  had  always  been  too  much  an  Englishman  to 
sacrifice  the  interest  of  his  country  to  any  foreign  ally 
.whatsoever. 

§  XL  In  the  midst  of  all  this  violence  against  the  late 
ministers,  friends  were  not  wanting  to  espouse  their  cause 
in  the  face  of  opposition ;  ^nd  even  in  some  addresses  to 
the  king  their  conduct  was  justified.*  Nay,  some  indi- 
vidual.^ had  courage  enough  to  attack  the  present  adminis- 
tration. When  a.  motion  was  made  in  the  house  of  com- 
mons, to  consider  the  king^s  proclamation  for  calling  a  new 
pailiament,  sir  William  Whitclock,  member  for  the  univer-. 
sity  of  Oxford,  boldly  declared  it  was  unprecedented  and  un- 
warrantable. Being  called  upon  to  explain  himself,  he 
made  an  apology.  Nevertheless,  sir  William  Wyndham 
rising  up,  said,  the  proclamation  was  not  only  unprece- 
dented and  unwarrantable^  but  even  of  dangerous  conse- 
quence to  the  very  being  ojf  parliaments.    When  challenged 
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%o  justify  his  charge,  he  observed,  that  every  member  was 
free  to  speak  his  thoughts.  Some  exclaimed,  *^  Ae  Tower! 
**  the  Tower !"  A  warm  debate  ensued ;  sir  William  being 
ordered  to  withdraw,  was  accompanied  by  one  hundred 
and  twenty-nine  members ;  and  those  who  remained  in  thfe 
bouse  resolved,  that  he  should  be  reprimanded  by  the 
speaker.  He  was  accordingly  rebuked,  for  having  pre-- 
samed  to  reflect  on  his  majesty's  proclaimtion,'  and  having 
mjKle  an  unwarrantable  use  of  the  freedom  of  speech 
granted  by  his  majesty.  3ir  William  said,  he  was  not 
conscious  of  haying  offered  any  indignity  to  his  majesty,  or 
of  having  been  guiky  of  sr  breach  of  privilege :  that  he 
acquiesced  in  the  determination  of  the  house;  but  had  no 
thanks  to  give  to  these  gentlemen  who,  under  pretence  of 
lenity,  had  subjected  him  to  this  censure. 

^  XIL    On  the  ninth  day  of  Apri^  general  Stanhope 
delivered  to  the  house  of  commons  fourteen  volumes,  con- 
sisting of  all  the  papers  relating  to  the  late  negotiations  of 
peace  and  coilimerce,  as  well  as  to  the  cessation  of  arms; 
and  moved  that  they  might  he  referred  to  a  select  committee 
of  twenty  persons,  who  should  digest  the  substance  of  them 
under  proper  heads,  and  report  them,  with  their  observations 
to  the  house.     One  more  was  added  to  the  number  of  this 
secret  committee,  which  was  chosen  by  ballot,  and  met  that 
same  evening.     Mr.  Robert  Walpole,  original  chairman, 
being  taken  ill,  was  succeeded  in  that  place  by  Mr.  Stan- 
hope.    The  whole  number  was  subdivided  into  three  com- 
mittees :  to  each  a  certain  number  of  books  was  allotted; 
and  they  carried  on  the  inquiry  with  great  eagerness  and 
expedition*     Before  this  measure  was  taken,  Dr.  Gilbert 
Burnet,  bishop  of  Sarum,  died  of  a  pleuritic  fever,  in  the 
aeventytsecond  year  of  his  age.     Immediately  after  the 
committee  had  begun  to  act,  the  whig  party  lost  one  of  their 
warmest  champions,  by  the  death  of  the  marquis  of  Whar« 
ton,  a  nobleman  possessed  of  happy  talents  for  the  cabinet, 
the  senate,  and  the  common  scenes  of  life ;  talents,  which  a 
life  of  pleasure  and  libertinism  did  not  prevent  him  from 
employing  with  surprising  vigour  and  application.     The 
committee  of  the  lower  house  taking  the  civil  list*  into  con- 
sideration, examined  several  papers  relating  to  that  revenue. 
The  tories  observed,  that  from  the  seven  hundred  thousand 
Vot,  II.  B  b 


194  HISTORT  OP  CXCLAND.  <7%^ 

poufida  graoted  annually  to  king'  WiUianiy  fifty  ^uaand 
poonds  were  allowed  to  the  late  queen,  wbcn  princess  of 
Denmark ;  twenty  thousand  pounds  to  the  duke  of  Glouces- 
ter ;  and  turtce  that  sum,  as  a  dowry,  to  James's  queen : 
that  near  two  hundred  thousand  pounds  had  been  ycavly 
deducted  from  the  revenues  of  the  late  queen's  civilf  tnt, 
)Kid  applied  to  other  uses ;  notwithstanding  which  deduc« 
tion^  she  had  honqarably  nuiintaiaed  her  fiamily,  and  sop* 
.ported  the  dignity  of  the  crown.  In  the  coarse  of  iho 
debate  some  warm  altercation  passed  between  lord  Guem^ 
sey  and  one  of  the  members,  who  affirmed  that  the  hte 
ministry  had  used  the  whigsi,  and,  indeed^  the  whole  nation 
in  such  a  manner,  that  nothing  they  should  suffer  couU 
be  deemed  hardship*  At.lengdi  the  house  agreed  that  the 
sum  of  seven  hundred'  thousand  pounds  clear  should  b« 
granted  for  the  civil  list  during  his  majesty's  life.  A  mo* 
von  being  made  for  an  address  against  penaions,  it  waa 
opposed  by  Mr*  Walpole,  and  overruled  by  the  roai«rity« 
The  lords  passed  the  bill  for  regulating  thA  land  forces, 
with  some  amendments. 

§  XIII.  On .  the  eighteenth  day  of  May,  sir  John 
Norris  sailed  with  a  strong  squadron  lo  the  Baltic,  ia 
order  to  protect  the  commerce  of  the  nation,  which  ha4 
suiK:red  &om  the  king  of  Sweden,  who  caused  all  ships 
trading  to  those  parts  to  be  seized  and  confiscated  That 
prince  had  rejected  the  treaty  of  neutrality  concerted  hj 
the  allies  for  the  security  of  the  empire ;  and  considered 
the  English  and  Dutch  as  his  enemies*  The  ministers  o£ 
England  and  the  states  general  had  presented  memorials  is 
the  regency  of  Sweden ;  but  finding  no  redresa,  tfaey  re^ 
solved  to  protect  their  trade  by  force  of  arms.  After  the 
Swedish  general,  Steenboch,  and  his  army  were  made 
prisoners,  count  Wellen  conclndi*d  a  treaty  with  the  admiiu 
istration  of  Holstein  Gottorp,  by  which  the  towna  oC 
Stetin  and  Wisniar  were  s^uestered  into  the  hands  of  thm 
king  of  Prussia;  the  administrator  engaged  to  secure 
them,  and  all  the  rest  of  Swedish  Pomerania,  from  the 
Poles  and  Muscovites ;  but,  as  the  governor  of  Pomeranii^ 
refused  to  comply  with  this  treaty,  those  allies  marched 
^to  the  province,  aubda<^d  the  island  of  RngeB|  and  obli* 
fed  Stetis  to  sorr^ndert    Thei^  the  ^vemor  copsented  to 


die  aequcttratiaii,  «id  {>ai4  to  die  Pofies  knd  lyitwcovitesi 
tour  bamlred  thoiiaaaid  rix  dollars,  to  indemnify  them  for 
thc«  expense  of  the  fticge.  The  king  of  Sweden  returning 
trom  Torkey^  rejected  the  treaty  of  sequestration,  and 
insisted  upon  Sistiii's  beiilg  restored,  wichottt  his  repaying 
the  money.  As  this  asonarch  likewise  threatened  to  in>- 
vaide  the  electorate  of  Saxony,  and  chastiaa  his  false  friend ; 
king  George,  for  the  secnrity  of  his  German  dominions^ 
concluded  a  -treaty  with  the  king  of  Denmark,  1^  which 
ihe  dtttdiies  of  Bremen  and  Verden,  whieh  had  been  taken 
from  the  Swedes  in .  his  absente,  were  made  oyer  to  his 
Bntanntc  majesty,  on  condition  that  he  should  immediataly 
liedare  war  against  Sweden.  Accordingly,  he  took  pos- 
session of  the  dc^hies.in  October;  published  a  decla- 
ysitioll  c£  War  against  Charles  in  his  German  dominions; 
Slid  detached  six  thousand  Hanoverians  to  join  the  Danes 
asad  Prussians  in  Pomerania.  These  allies  reduced  the 
islands  of  Rugen  and  Uledon,  and  attacked  the  towns  of 
MTismar  and  Stralsund,  from  which  last  place  Charles  was 
obliged  to  retire  in  a  vessel  to  Schonen.  He  assembled  a 
Jbody  of  troops  with  which  he  proposed  to  pass  the  Sound 
lapos  the  ice,  and  attack  Copenhagen :  but  was  disappointed 
by  a  -sodden  thaw.  Nevertheless,  he  refused  to  return  to 
Stockholm^  which  he  had  not  'seen  for  sixteen  years ;  but 
vsmsioed  «t  Carlescroon,  in  order  to  hasten  his  fleet  for  the 
relief  of  Wismar. 

$  XIV.  The  spirit  of  discontent  and  disaffection  seem" 
ed  to  gain  ground  every  day  in  England.  Notwithstanding" 
procfafnations  against  riots,  and  orders  of  the  justices  for 
inaintaining  the  peace,  rqieated  tumults  were  raised  by  the 
aimlcontents  in  thie  cities  of  London  and  Westminster* 
Those  who  celebrated  the  anniversary  of  the  king's  birth- 
siay  with  the  usual  marks  of  joy  and  festivi^,wrre  insulted 
by  the  populace ;  but  next  day,  which  was  die  lumiversary 
0f  the  restoration,  the  whole  city  was  lighted  up  with  bott<^ 
firea  and  illominations,  and  echoed  with  the  sound  of  mirth 
and  tumultuous  rejoicing.  The  people  even  obliged  the. 
lifeguards,  who  patroled  through  the  streets,  to  join  in  the 
cry  of  ^^  Uighdinrch  and  Ormond !"  and  in  Smithfield 
they  burned  die  picture  of  king  William.  Thirty  peraqnp 
were  imprisoned  for  being  concerned  in  these  riots.  .  One 
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Bourndii,  a  schoolmaster,  whp  affirmed  that  king  Ckorge 
had  no  right  to  the  crown,  wa^  tried,  and  scourged  throng 
the  city,  with  such  severity,  diat  in  a  few  days  he  expired 
in  the  utmost  torture*  A  frivolous  incident  served  to  in* 
crease  the  popular  ferment*  The  shirts  aftowed  to  the 
first  regiment  of  guards,  commanded  by  the  duke  of  Marl** 
borough,  were  so  coarse,  that  the  soldiers  could  hardly  be 
persuaded  to  wear  them.  Some  were  dirown  into  the  gar* 
den  of  the  k)ng*s  palace,  and  into  that  which  belonged  to 
the  duke  of  Marlborough.  A  detachment,  tn  marching 
through  the  city,  produced  them  to  the  view  of  the  shop- 
keepers and  passengers,  exclaiming,  ^^  These  are  the  Han- 
**  over  shirts."  The  court  being  informed  of  this  damour, 
ordered  those  nevf  shirts  to  be  burned  immediately;  but 
oven  thift  saerifice,  and  an  advertisement  published  by  the 
dcike  of  Marlborough  in  his  own  vindication,  did  not  acquit 
that  general  of  suspicion  that  he  was  concemed  in  this 
mean  species  of  peculation.  A  rewjird  of  fifty  pounds  was 
ofTered  by  the  government  to  any  person  that  would  dis- 
cover one  captahi  Wight,  who,  by  an  intercepted  letter, 
appeared  to  be  dtsaifected  to  king  George;  and  Mr. 
George  Jefferies  was  seized  at  Dublin,  with  a  packet^ 
directed  to  Dr.  Jonathan  Swift,  dean  of  St.  Patricks-. 
Several  treasonable  papers  being  found  in  this  packet, 
were  transmitted  to  England;  JeiFeries  was  obliged  to 
give  bail,  for  his  appearance;  and  Swift  thought  ptopcr 
to  abscond. 

§  XV.  The  house  of  lords,  to  demonstrate  their  :^- 
horrence  of  all  who  should  engage  in  conspiracies  agjSftinst 
their  sovereign,  rejected  with  indignation  a  petition  presented 
to  them  in  behalf  of  Blackburn,  Casils,  Barnarde,  MeU 
drum,  and  Chambers,  who  had  hitherto  continued  prison- 
ers, for  having  conspired  against  the  life  of  king  Williaid. 
On  the  ninth  day  of  June,  Mr.  Walpole,  as  chairman  of 
the  secret  committee,  declared  to  the  house  of  commons, 
that  the  report  was  ready ;  and  in  the  mean  time  moved, 
that  a  warrant  might  be  issued  by  Mr.  Speaker,  for  appre-r 
hcnding  several  persons,  particularly  Mr.  Matthew  Prior 
and  Mr.  Thonlias  Harley,  who  being  in  the  house,  were  im- 
mediately taken  into  custody.  Then  he  recited  the  report, 
ranged  under  these  diifcrent  heads :  the  clandestine  negoda- 


ttovririth  mbnsieur  Mietlag^r:  tbe  extraordinary  m^eiiftures 
piiTsued  to  form  the  congress  at  .Utrecht:  the  trifling  of  thi» 
French  pleoipotentiariea^  by  the  copnivance  of  the  British 
ministers:  the  negotiation  about  the  renunciation  of  the 
Spanish  monarchy:  the  fatal  suspension  q{  arm^:  the 
seizure  of  Ghent  and.Bruges,  in  order  to  distress  the  al-* 
Kes  and  favoiu*  the  French :  ibe  duke  (4  Ormondes  acting 
in  concert  with  the  French  general :  the  lord  Bolingbrpke'a 
journey  I  to  France,  to  negotiate  a  separate  peace;  Mr. 
Prior^s  and  the  duke  of  Shrewsbury's  negotiation  in  France  > 
the  precipitate  conclusion  of  the  prace  at  Utrechu  The  re- 
port being  read,  sir  Thomas  Haoiner  moved^  that  the  con* 
sideration  of  it  should  be  adjourned  to  a  certain  day ;  and 
that  ID  the  mean  time  the  report  should,  be  printed  for  the 
perusal  of  the  members';  he  was  seconded  by  the  tories:  a 
debjUe  ensued;  and  tbe  motion. was  rejected  by  a  great 
majofity. 

^  XVI.  This  point  being  gained,  Mr.  Walj^le  im- 
peached Henry  lord  viscount  Bolingbroke  of  high  treason, 
and  other  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors..  Mr.  Hunger-' 
ford^eclared  his  opinion,  that  nothing  mentioned  in  tbv 
report,  in  relation  to  lord  Bolingbroke,  amounted  to  high 
treason ;  and  general  Ross  expressed  the  same  sentiment. 
Then  lord  Coninsby  standing  up,  ^^  The  worthy  chairman 
^^  (said  he)  has  impeached  the  hand, but  I  impeach  the  head; 
^^  he  has  impeached  the  clerk,  and  I  the  justice :  he  has  im- 
^  peached  the  scholar,  and  I  the  master.  I  impeach  Robert 
^*  earl  of  Oxford  and  earl  Mortimer  of  high  treason,  and  other 
^*  crimes  and  misdemeanors.''  Mr*  Auditor  Harley,  the 
earl's  brother,  spoke  in  vindication  of  that  minister.  He 
affirmed  he  had  done  nothing  but  by  the  immediate  com- 
mand of  his  sovereign :  that  the  peace  was  a  good  peace, 
and  approved  as  such  by  two  parliaments ;  and  that  the 
facts  charged  to  him  in  the  report  amounted  only  to  misde- 
meanors :  if  the  sanction  of  a  parliament,  which  is  the  re- 
presentative and  legislature  of  the  nation,  !)«  not  sufficient 
to  protect  a  minister  from  the  vengeance  of  liis  enemies,  he 
can  have  no  security.  Mr.  Auditor  Foley,  the  carl's  bro- 
ther-in-law, made  a  s^teech  to  the  same  purpose :  sir  Joseph 
Jekyll,  a  staunch  whig,  and  member  of  the  secret  commit- 
tee, expressed  his  doubt,  whether  they  had  suflicieni  matter 
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ct  evtdelice  t6  impeach  the  eafl  of  high  treason.  Never- 
theless,  the  house  resolved  to  impeach  him,  without  a  divi«- 
sioti.  When  he  appeared  in  the  house  of  lords  next  day^ 
he  found  himself  deserted  by  his  brother  peers,  as  infie^ 
ttous  i  and  retired  with  signs  of  confuiiioti.  Prior  and  Harley 
having  been  examined  by  such  of  the  committee  as  were 
Justices  of  the  peai^  for  Middlesex,  Mr.  Walpole  informed 
the  house  that  matters  of  such  importance  appeared  in  Pri<* 
or*s  examination,  that  he  was  directed  to  move  them  for 
that  member's  being  closely  confined*  Prior  was  accord^ 
ingly  imprisoned,  and  cut  off  from  all  communication.  On 
the  twenty-first  day  of  June,  Mr.  Secretary  Stanhope  im* 
peached  James,  duke  of  Ormond,  of  high  treason,  and  other 
high  crimes  atod  misdemeanors.  Mr*  Archibald  Hutch* 
inaon,  one  of  the  commissioners  of  trade,  6poke  in  favonr 
b(  ^e  duke.*  He  expatiated  on  his  noble  birth  ancl  qualifi- 
cations :  he  enumerated  the  great  services  performed  to  die 
crown  and  nation  by  his  grace  and  his  ancestors :  he  ob« 
served.^  that  in  the  whole  course  of  his  late  conduct,  he  had 
only  obeyed  the  queen's  commands ;  and  he  affirmed  that 
alt  allegniions  against  him  could  not,  in  the  rigour  of  th^  < 
law,  be  construed  into  high  treason.  Mr.  Hutchinson  was 
seconded  by  general  Lumley,  who  urged  that  the  duke  of 
Ormond  had  on  all  occasions  given  signal  proofs  of  his  af-». 
fection  for  his  country,  as  well  as  of  personal  courage ;  and 
that  he  had  generously  expended  the  best  part  of  his  estate, 
by  living  abroad  in  a  most  noble  and  splendid  manner,  fo^ 
the  honcHir  of  his  sovereign.  Sir  Joseph  Jekyll  said  if  ther^ 
\ras  r6om  for  mercy,  he  hoped  it  would  be  shown  to  that 
V)ol)ie,  generous,  and  courageous  peer,  who  had  in  a  course 
tif  many  years  exerted  those  great  accomplishments  for  the 
^od  and  honour  of  his  country ;  that,  as  the  statute  of  Ed* 
\rard  III.  on  which  the  charge  of  high  treason  againBt  him 
was  to  be  grounded,  had  been  mitigated  by  subsequent  acts^ 
the  house  ought  not,  in  his  opinion,  to  take  advantage  of 
that  act  against  the  duke,  but  only  impeach  him  of  high 
crimes  and  misdemeanors.  General  Hoss,  sir  William 
Wyndham,  and  the  speakers  of  that  party,  did  not  sima* 
don  the  duke  in  this  emergency ;  but  all  their  arguments 
and  eloquence  were  lost  upon  the  other  faction,  by  which 
4hey  were  greatly  outnumberedii     l^he  question  being  put. 
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vas  carried  for  the  impetchment  of  the  doke  of  Ormoad* 
who  perceiving  every  thing  copdpcted  by  a  furious  spirit  of 
revenge,  ^aad  that  he  could  not  expect  the  benefit  of  an  im« 
partial  trials  coasulted  bia  own  safety,  by  withdrawing  him-^ 
self  from  the  kingdom.  On  the  twenty-second  day  of  June^ 
ihe  earl  of  Strafford  was  likewise  impeached  by  Mr.  Aisla- 
by,  for  having  advised  the  fatal  suspensipn  of  arms,  and  the 
seizing  of  Ghent  and  Bruges ;  lis  well  as  for  having  treated 
the  moat  serene  house  of  Hsnover  with  insolence  and  con-v 
lempt.  He  was  also  defended  by  his  friends,  but  overpow- 
ered by  his  enemies. 

§  XVIL  When  the  articles  against  the  earl  of  Oxford 
were  read  in  the  house,  a  warm  debate  arose  upon  the 
eleretith^  by  which  he  was  charged  with  having  advised 
the  French  king  in  what  manner  Tournay  might  be  gained 
from  the  states  general.  The  question  bchig  put,  whether 
this  article  amounted  to  high  treason  ?  sir  Robert  Raymond^ 
formerly  solicitor  general,  maintained  the  negative,  and  was 
aupported  not  only  by  sir  William  Wyndham,  and  the 
lories,  bpt  also  by  air  Joseph  Jekyll.  This  honest  patriot 
aatd  it  was  ever  his  principle  to  do  justice  to  every  body, 
from  the  highest  to  the  lowest ;  and  that  it  was  the  duty  of 
>in  honest  man  never  to  act  by  a  spirit  of  party :  that  he 
hoped  he  might  pretend  to  have  some  knowledge  of  the  laws 
of  the  kingdom ;  and  would  not  scruple  to  declare,  that,  in 
his  judgment,  the  charge  in  question  did  not  amount  to 
high  treason.  Mr.  Walpole  answered  with  great  warmth, 
that  there  were  several  persons  both  in  and  out  of  the  com^ 
mittee,  who  did  not  in  the  least  yield  to  that  member  in 
point  of  honesty^  and  who  were  superior  to  him  in  the 
knowledge  of  the  laws,  yet  were  satisfied  that  the  charge 
specified  in  the  eleventh  article  amounted  to  high  treason* 
This  point  being  decided  aigainst  the  earl,  and  the  other  ar- 
ticles approved  by  the' house,  lord  Coninsby,  attended  b}' 
the  whi^  members,  impeached  the  earl  of  Oxford  at  the ' 
bar  of  the  house  of  lords,  demanding  at  the  same  time,  that 
he  might  be  sequestered  from  parliament,  and  committed 
CO  safe  custody.  A  motion  was  made,  thut  the  considera*. 
lion  of  the  articles  migiit  be  adjourned.  After  a  short  de» 
bate  the  articles  were  read;  then  the  tory  lords  move^ 
ibat  the  jadges  might  be. consulted*     The  motion  ^being^ 
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rejected,  *anoth4:r  was  made,  that  the  earl  should  be 
committed  to  safe  custody;  this  occasioned  another  de- 
bate, in  which  he  himself  spoke  to  the  following  pur-, 
pose;  that  the  whole  charge  might  be  reduced  to  the 
negotiations  and  conclusion  of  the  peace ;  that  the  na- 
tion wanted  a  peace^  he  said^  nobody  would  deny ;  that 
the  conditions  of  the  peace  were  as  good  as  could  be  ex- 
pected, considering  the  backwardness  and  reluctancy  which 
some  of  the  allies  showed  to  come  into  the  queen's  mea- 
sures ;  that  the  peace  was  approved  by  two  successive  par- 
liaments ;  that  he  hud  no  share  in  the  affair  of  Touniay, 
which  was  wholly  transacted  by  that  unfortunate  noblemaii 
who  has  thought  fit  to  step  aside  :  that,  for  his  own  part,  he 
always  acted  by  the  immediate  directions  and  commands  of 
the  late  queen,  without  offending  against  any  known  law ; 
and,  being  justified  by  his  own  conscience,  was  unconcerned 
for  the  life  of.  an  insignificant  old  man  ;  that,  if  ministers 
of  state,  acting  by  the  immediate  commands  of  their  sove- 
Veign,  are  afterwards  to  l)e  made  accountable  for  their  pro- 
ceedings, it  might  one  day  or  other  be  the  case  wixh  all  the 
members  of  that  august  assembly :  that  he  did  not  doubt 
their  lordships,  out  of  regard  to  themselves,  would  give 
him  an  equitable  hearing :  and  that  in  the  prosecution  of 
the  inquiry  it  would  appear  he  had  merited  not  only  the 
indulgence,  but  even  the  favour  of  his  government.  **  My 
**  lords  (said  he)  I  am  now  to  take  my  leave  of  I'our  lordships, 
**  and  of  this  honourable  house,  perhaps  for  ever ;  I  shall 
**  lay  down  n^y  life  with  pleasure  in  a  cause  favoured  by 
**  my  lute  dear  royal  unstress.  When  I  consider  that  I  am 
**  to  be  judged  by  the  justice,  honour,  and  virtue  of  my 
"  peers,  I  shall  acquiesce,  and  retire  with  great  content; 
"  and,  my  lords,  God's  will  be  done."  The  duke  of 
Shrewsbury  having  acquainted  the  house  that  the  earl  was 
very  much  indisposed  with  the  gravel,  he  was  suffered  to 
remain  at  his  own  house,  in  custody  of  the  black  rod  ;  in  his 
way  thither  he  Mas  attended  by  a  great  multitude  of  people, 
crying,  "  High  Church,  Onnond  and  Oxford,  for  ever !" 
Next  day  he  was  brought  to  the  bar ;  where  he  received  a 
copy  of  the  articles,  and  was  allowed  a  mpnth  to  prepare 
his  answer.  Though  Dr.  Mead  declared  that  if  the  earl 
should  he  sent  to  the  Tower  his  life  would  be  in  danger,  it 
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was  carried,  on  a  division,  that  *  he  should' be  conveyed 
thither,  on  the  sixteenth  day  of  July.  During  the  debate;  the 
earl  of  Anglesey  observed  that  these  impeachments  were 
disagreeable  to  the  nation ;  and  that  it  was  to  be  feared 
such  violent  measures  would  make  the  sceptre  shake  in  the 
king's  hands.  This  expression  kindled  the  whole  house  in- 
to a  flame.  Some  members  ^ried,  "  To  the  Tower!"  some, 
**  To  order !"  The  earl  of  Sunderland  declared,  that  if  these 
words  had  been  spoken  in  another  place,  he  would  have 
called  the  person  that  spoke  them  to  an  account :  in  the 
mean  time,  he  moved  that  the  noble  lord  should  explain 
himself*  Anglesey,  dreading  the  resentment  of  the  house, 
was  glad  to  make  an  apology  :  which  was  accepted.  The 
earl  of  Oxford  was  attended  to  the  Tower  by  a  prodigious 
concourse  of  people,  who  did  not  scruple  to  exclaim  against 
his  persecutors.  Tumults  were  raised  in  Staffordshire, 
and  other  parts  of  the  kingdom,  against  the  whig  party, 
which  had  depressed  the  friends  of  the  church,  and  embroiled 
the  nation.  The  house  of  commons  presented  an  address 
to  the  king,  desiring  that  the  laws  might  be  vigorously  exe- 
cuted against  the  rioters.  They  prepared  the  proclamation 
act,  decreeing,  that  if  any  persons,  to  the  number  of  twelve, 
unlawfully  assembled,  should  continue  together  one  hour 
after  having  been  required  to  disperse  by  a  justice  of  peace 
or  other  officer,  and  heard  the  proclamation  against  riots  read 
in  public,  they  should  be  deemed  guilty  of  felony  without 
benefit  of  clergy. 

§  XIII.  When  the  king  went  to  the  house  of  peers, 
'  on  the  twentieth  day  of  July,  to  give  the  royal  assent  to 
this,  and  so^ie  other  bills,  he  told  both  houses  that  a  rebel- 
lion was  actually  begun  at  home ;  and  that  the  nation  was 
threatened  with  an  invasion  from  abroad.  He,  therefore, 
expected  that  the  commons  would  not  leave  the  kingdom  in 
a  defenceless  condition,  but  enable  him  to  take  such  mea- 
sures as  should  be  necessary  for  the  public  safety.  Ad- 
dresses in  the  usual  style  were  immediately  presented  by 
the  parliament,  the  convocation,  the  common  council  and 
lieutenancy  of  London,  and  the  two  universities :  but  that 
of  Oxford  was  received  in  the  most  contemptuous  manner : 
and  the  deputies  were  charged  with  disloyalty,  on  account 
of  a  fray  which  had  happened  between  some   recruiting 
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.officera  and  die  acholan  of  the  university.  The  addrrtaes 
frooi  the  kirk,  of  Scotland,  and  the  dissenting  ministers  of 
Loadon  and  Westminster,  met  with  a  much  more  gracious 
reception.  The  parliament  forthwith  passed  a  bill,  em- 
poweriog  the  king  to  secure  suspected  persons,  and  to 
suspend  the  habeas  corpus  act  in  that  time  of  danger.  A 
clause  was  added  to  a  money  bill,  oifering  the  reward  of 
One  hundred  thousand  pounds  to  such  as  should  seize  the 
pretender  dead,  or  alive.  Sir  George  Byng  was  sent  to 
take  the  command  of  the  fl<;et :  general  Earle  repaired  to 
his  government  of  Portsmouth :  the  guards  were  encamped 
in  Hyde  Park.:  lord  Irwin  was  appointed  governor  of  Hull, 
in  the  room  of  brigadier  Sutton,  who,  together  with  lord 
Windsor^  the  generals  Ross,  Webb,  and  Stuart,  were  dis* 
mifised  from  the  service.  Orders  were  given  for  raising 
thirteen  regiments,  of  dragoons,  and  eight  of  infantry ;  and 
the  trained  bands  were  kept  in  readiness  to  suppress  tu* 
mults*  In  the  midst  of  .these  transactions  the  commons 
added  six  artiUes  to  those  exhibited  against  the  earl. of 
.Oxford*  Lord  Bolingbroke  was  impeached  at  the  bar  of 
the  house  of  lords  by  Mr.  Walpole.  Bills  being  brought 
in  to  summon  him  and  the  duke  of  Ormond  to  surrender 
theiyiseLves  by  the  tenth pf  September,  or,  in  default  thereof, 
to  attaint  them  of  high  treason,  they  passed  both  houses, 
and  received  the  royal  assent.  On  the  last  day  of  August, 
jthe  commons  agreed  to  the  articles  against  the  earl  of 
Strafford,  which  being  presented  to  the  house  of  lords,  the 
earl  made  a  speech  in  his  own  vindication.  He  complained 
that  his  papers  had  been  seized  in  an  unprecedented  man* 
ner.  He  said,  if  he  had  in  his  letters  or  discourse  dropped 
any  unguarded  expressions  against  some  foreign  ministers, 
while  he  had  the  honour  to  represent  the  crown  of  Great 
Britaiin,  he  hoped  they  would  not  be  accounted  criminal  by 
a  British  house  of  peers :  he  desired  he  might  be  allowed 
»  conipetent  time  to  answer  the  articles  brought  against 
him,  and  have  duplicates  of  all  the  papers  which  had  either 
been  laid  before  the  qommittee  of  secrecy,  or  remained  in 
the  hands  of  government,  to  be  used  occasionally  in  his 
justification.  This  request  was  vehemently  opposed  by  the 
leaders  of  the  other  party^  until  the  earl  oi  Hay  represented 
that,  in  all  civilized  nations,  all  courts  of  judicature,  except 
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the  ifliiuhkton,  riloired  the  persona  arraigned  all  that  Wfts 
aecessary  for  their  justification ;  and  that  the  house  of  peei^^ 
of  Great  Britain  ought  not,  in  this  case,  to  do  any  thing 
ccfbtrary  to  that  honour  and  equity  for  whith  they  wete  so 
jttsdy  renowned  throughout  all  Europe.  This  observation' 
made  an  impression  on  the  house,  which  resolved  that  th6 
earl  should  be  indulged  with  copies  of  such  papers  as  he 
might  have  occasion  to  use  in  his  defence* 

$  XIX.  On  the  third  day  of  September,  Oxford's 
answer  was  delivered  to  the  house  of  lords,  who  transmit- 
ted it  to  the  commo;i8.  Mr.  Walpole,  having  heard  it  read, 
said  it  contained  little  more  than  a  repetition  of  wbiit  had 
been  suggested  in  some  pamphlets  and  papers  which  had 
been  published  in  vindication  of  the  late  ministry :  thalt  it 
was  a  false  and  malicious  libel,  laying  upon  his  royal  mis- 
tress the  blame  of  all  the  pernicious  measures  he  had  led 
her  into,  against  her  own  honour,  and  the  good  of  his 
country :  that  it  was  likewise  a  libel  on  the  proceedings  of 
the  commons,  since  he  endeavoured  to  clear  those  persons 
who  had  already  confessed  their  guilt  by  flight.  After 
some  debate,  the  house  resolved,  that  the  answer  of 
Robert  earl  of  Oxford  should  be  referred  to  the  committee 
appointed  to  draw  up  articles  of  impeachment,  and  prepare 
evidence  against  the  impeached  lords ;  and  that  the  com- 
mittee should  prepare  a  replication  to  the  answer.  This 
Was  accordingly  prepared,  and  sent  up  to  the  lords.  Then 
the  committee  reported,  that  Mr.  Prior  had  grossly  pre- 
varicated on  Kis  examination,  and  behaved  with  great  con*- 
tempt  of  their  Jmthority.  The  duke  of  Ormond  and  lord 
viscount  Bolingbroke  having  omitted  to  surrender^them- 
selves  within  the  time  limited,  the  house  of  lords  ordered 
the  earl  mardial  to  rase  out  of  the  list  of  pe^rs  their  names 
and  armorial  bearings.  Inventories  were  taken  of  their 
personal  estates  ;  and  the  duke's  achievement,  as  knight 
of  the  garter,  was  taken  down  from  St.  George's  chapel  at 
Windsor.  A  man  of  candour  cannot,  without  an  emotion 
of  grief  and  indignation,  reflect  upon  the  ruin  of  the  noble 
family  of  Ornsond,  in  the  person*  of  a  brave,  generous,  and 
humane  nobleman,  to  whom  no  crime  was  imputed,  but  that 
of  having  obeyed  the  commands  of  his  sovereign.  About 
this  period,  the  royal  assent  was  given  to  an  act  for  en- 
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caumging  loyalty  in  -Scotland.  By  this  law  the  tenant  who 
continued  peaceable  while  his  lord  took  arms  in  favour  of 
the  pretender,  was  invested  with  the  property  of  the  lands 
he  rented :  on  the  other  hand,  it  was  decreed  that  the  lands 
possessed  by  any  person  guilty  of  high  treason  should 
revert  to  the  superior  of  whom  they  were  held,  and  be 
consolidated  with  the  superiority ;  and  that  all  entails  and 
settlements  of  estates,  since  the  first  day  of  August,  in 
favour  of  children,  with  a  fraudulent  intent  to  avoid  the 
punishment  of  the  law  due  to  the  offence  of  high  treason, 
should  be  null  and  void.  It  likewise  contained  a  clause  for 
summoning  suspected  persons  to  find  bail  for  their  good 
behaviour,  on  pain  of  being  denounced  rebels.  By  virtu^ 
of  this  clause  all  the  heads  of  the  jacobite  clans,  and  other 
suspected  persons,  were  summoned  to  Edinburgh ;  and 
those  who  did  not  appear  were  declared  rebels. 

$.XX.  By  this  time  the  rebellion  was  actually  begun 
in  Scotland.  The  dissensions  occasioned  in  that  country 
by  the  union  had  never  been  wholly  appeased.  Even  since 
the  queen's  death,  addresses  were  prepared  in  different  parts 
of  Scotland  against  the  union,  which  was  deemed  a  national 
grievance  ;  and  the  Jacobites  did  not  fail  to  encourage  this 
aversion.  Though  their  hopes  6f  dissolving  that  treaty 
were  baffled  by  th^  industry  and  other  arts  of  the  revolu- 
tioners,  who  secured  a  majority  of  whigs  in  parliament, 
they  did  not  lay  aside  their  designs  of  attempting  something 
of  consequence  in  favour  of  the  pretender :  but  maintained 
a  correspondence  with  the  malcontents  of  England,  a  great ' 
number  of  whom  were  driven  by  apprehension,  hard  usage, 
'  and  resentment  into  a  system  X){  politics,  which  otherwise 
they  would  not  have  espoused.  The  tories  finding  them- 
selves totally  excluded  from  any  share  in  the  government 
and  legislature,  and  exposed  to  the  insolence  and  fury  of  a 
faction  which  they  despised,  began  to  wish  in  earnest  for  a 
revolution.  Some  of  them  held  private  consultations,  and 
communicated  with  the  Jacobites,  Who  conveyed  their  sen^ 
tinients  to  the  chevalier  de  St.  George,  with  such  exaggera- 
tions as  were  dictated  by  their  own  eagerness  and  extrava- 
gance. They  assured  the  pretender  that  the  nation  was 
wholly  disaffected  to  the  new  government ;  and  indeed,  the 
clamours>  tumuUs,  and  conversation  of  the  people  in  general 
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countenanced  this  aesertion.  They  promised  to  take  arms 
without  further,  delay  in  his  favour ;  and  engaged  that  the 
tones  should  join  him  at  his  first  landing  in  Great  Britain. 
They,  therefore,  besought  him  to  come  over  with  all  possi- 
ble expedition,  declaring  that  his  appearance  wduld  produce 
an  immediate  revolution.  The  chevalier  resolved  to  take 
the  advantage  of  this  favourably  disposition.  He  had  re- 
course to  the  French  king,  who  had  always  been  the  refuge 
of  his  family.  Lewis  favoured  him  in  secret;  and,  not- 
withstanding his  late  engagements  widi  England,  cherished 
the  ambition  of  raising  him  to  the  throne  of  Great  Britain. 
He  supplied  bim  privately  with  sums  of  money,  to  prepare 
a  small  armament  in  the  port  of  Havre,  which  was  equipped 
in  the  name  of  Depine  d' Anicaut ;  and,  without  all  doubt, 
his  design  was  to  assist  him  more  effectually,  in  proportion 
as  the  English  should  manifest  their  attachment  to  the 
house  of  Stuart.  The  duke  of  Qrmond  and  lord  Boling-  ' 
broke,  who  had  rehired  to  France,  finding  themselves  con- 
demned unheard,  and  attainted,  engaged  in  the  service  of 
the  chevalier,  and  corresponded  with  the  tories  of  England. 
$  XXI*  All  these  intrigues  and  machinations  were  dis- 
covered and  communicated  to  the  court  of  London  by  the 
earl  of  Stair,  who  then  resided  as  English  ambassador  at 
Paris.  He  was  a  nobleman  of  unquestioned  honour  and 
integrity^  generous,  humane,  discerning,  and  resolute..  He 
had  signalized  himself  by  his  valour,  intrepidity,'  and  other 
military  talents,  during  the  war  in  the  Netherlands ;  and 
he  now  acted  in  another  sphere  with  uncommon  vigour, 
vigilance,  and  address.  He  detected  the  chevalier's  scheme 
while  it  was  yet  in  embryo,  and  gave  such  early  notice  ot* 
it  as  enabled  the  king  of  Great  Britain  to  take  effectual 
measures  for  defeating  the  design.  All  the  pretender's  in- 
terest in  France  expired  with  Lewis  XIV.  that  ostentatious 
tyrant,  who  had  for  above  half  a  century  sacrificed  the  re- 
pose of  Christendom  to  his  insatiate  vanity  and  ambition. 
At  his  death,  which  happened  on  the  first  day  of  September, 
the  regency  of  the  kingdom  devolved  to  the  duke  of  Or- 
leans, who  adopted  a  new  system  of  politics,  and  had 
already  entered  into  engagements  with  the  king  of  Great 
Britain.  Instead  of  assisting  the  pretender,  he  amused  his 
agents   with  mysterious  and  equivocal  expressions,  calcu- 
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lated  to  frustmtt:  the  design  of  the  expeditioq.  NeverdHs- 
less,  the  i^ore  violent  part  of  the  jacobiteft  in  Great  Britain 
believed  he  was  at  bottom  a  friend  to  their  cause,  and  de- 
pended upon  him  for  succour.  They  even  extorted  from 
him  a  sum  of  money  by  dint  of  importuntties,  and  some 
arms ;  but  the  vessel  was  shipwrecked,  and  ^e  cargo  los€ 
upon  the  coast  of  Scotland. 

$  XXIL  The  partisans  of  the  pretender  had  proceed- 
ed too  far  to  retreat  with  safety ;  and,  therefore,  resolved 
to  try  their  fortune  in  the  field.  The  earl  of  Mar  repaired 
to  the  Highlands,  where  he  held  consultations  wi^  the 
marquises  of  Huntley  and  TuUibardine ;  the  earls  Maris** 
chal  and  Southeak,  the  generals  Hamilton  and  Gordon,  with 
'the  chiefs  of  the  jacobite  clans.  Then  he  assembled  three 
hundred  of  his  own  vassals ;  proclaimed  the  pretender  at 
Castletown,  and  set  up  his  standard  at  Qraemar,  on  the 
sixth  day  of  Scpte  nber.  By  this  time  the  earls  of  Home^ 
Wigtoun,  and  Kinnoul,  lord  Deskford,  and  Lockhart  o^ 
Camwath,  with  other  persons  suspected  of  disaffection  td 
the  present  government,  were  committed  prisoners  to  the 
castle  of  Edinburgh ;  and  maior  general  Whetham  march- 
ed with  the  regular  troops  which  were  in  that  kingdom  to 
secure  the  bridge  at  Stirling.  Before  these  precautions 
were  taken,  two  vessels  had  arrived  at  Arbroath  from 
Havre,  with  arms,  ammunition,  and  a  great  number  of 
officers,  who  assured  the  earl  of  Mar,  that  the  pretender 
would  soon  be  with  them  in  person.  The  death  of  Lewis 
XIV.  struck  a  general  damp  upon  their  spirits;  but  they 
laid  their  account  with  being  joined  by  si  poweritil  body  in 
England.  The  earl  of  Mar,  by  letters  and  messages, 
pressed  the  chevalier  to  come  over  without  further  delay. 
He,  in  the  mean  time,  assumed  the  title  of  lieutenant 
general  of  the  pretender's  forces,  and  published  a  declara- 
tion, exhorting  the  people  to  take  arms  for  their  lawful 
sovereign.  This  was  lollowed  by  a  shrewd  manifesto, 
explaining  ihe  national  grievances,  and  assuring  the  people 
of  redress.  Some  of  his  partisans  attempted  to  surprise 
the  castle  of  Edinburgh ;  but  were  prevented  by  the  vigi- 
lance and  activity  of  colonel  Stuart,  lieutenant  governor  of 
that  fortress.  The  duke  of  Arg^'le  set  out  for  Scotland, 
as  commander  in   chief  of  the   forces  in  North  Britain : 
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The  esiri  of  Sutherland  set  sail  b  the  Queenborough  ship 
of  war  for  the  north,  where  he  proposed  to  raise  his  vas- 
sals for  the  service  of  government;  and  many  other  Scot- 
tish peers  returned  to  their  own  country,  in  order  to 
signalize  their  loyalty  to  king  George. 

$  XX III.  In  Euglandf  the  practices  of  the  Jacobites 
did  not  escape  the  notice  of  the  ministry.  Lieutenant 
cdonel  Paul  was  imprisoned  in  the  Gatehouse  for  enlisting 
(BCD  in  the  service  of  the  pretender.  The  titular  duke  of 
Fowis  waa  committed  to  the  Tower :  lords  Lansdown  and 
Duplin  were  taken  into  custody ;  and  a  warrant  was  issued 
for  apprehending  the  earl  of  Jersey.  The  king  desired 
the  aonsent  of  the  lower  house  to  seize  and  detain  sir  Wil- 
liam Wyodham,  sir  John  Packington,  Mr.  Edward  Harvey 
of  Combe,  Mr.  Thomis  Forster,  Mr.  John  Anstis,  and 
Mr.  Corbet  Kynaston,  who  were  members  of  the  house, 
and  suspected  of  favouring  the  invasion.  The  commons 
UDaaimoUsly  agreed  to  the  proposal,  and  presented  an  ad- 
dress, signifying  their  approbation.  Harvey  and  Anstis 
were  immediately  secured.  Forster,  with  the  assistance 
of  some  popish  lords,  assembled  a  body  of  men  in  North- 
umberland :  sir  John  Packington  being  examined  before 
tke  council^  was.  dismissed  for  want  of  evidence :  Mr. 
Kynaston  absconded:  sir  William  Wyndham  was  seized 
at  his  own  house  in  Somersetshire  by  colonel  Huske  and  a 
messenger,  who  secured  his  papers:  he  found  means, 
however,  to  escape  from  them ;  but  afterwards  surrendered 
himself,  and,  having  been  examined  at  the  council  board, 
was  committed  tp  the  Tower.  His  father-in-law,  the  duke 
of  Somerset,. offered  to  become  bound  for  his  appearance; 
and  being  rejected  as  bail,  expressed  his  resentment  so 
warmly,  that  the  kbg  thought  proper  to  remove  him  from 
the  office  of  master  of  the  horse.  On  the  twenty- first  day 
of  September,  the  king  went  to  the  house  of  lords,  and 
passed  the  bills  that  were  ready  for  the  royal  assent.  Then 
the  chancellor  read  his  majesty's  speech  ^  expressing  his 
acknowledgment  and  satis&ction,  in  consequence  of  the 
uncommon  marks  of  their  affection  he  had  received :  and 
die  parliament  adjourned  to  the  sixth  day  of  October. 

$  XXIV.  The  friends  of  the  house  of  Stuart  were 
very  numerous  in  the  western  coimties,  and  began  to  make 
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preparations   for  an  insurrection^       They  had    concealed 
some  arms  and  artillery  at  Bath,  and  formed  a  design  to 
surprise  Bristol :  but  they  were  betrayed  and  discovered 
by  the   emissaries  of  the  government ;    which   baffled  all 
their  schemes,   and   apprehended   every  person  of  conse- 
quence suspected  of  attachment  to  that  cause.     The  uni- 
versity of  Oxford  felt  the  rod  of  power  on  this  occasion. 
Major  general  Pepper,   with  a  strong  detachment  of  dra- 
goons, took  possession   of  the  city  at  daybreak,  declaring 
he  would  use  military  execution  on  all  students  who  should 
presume  to  appear  without  the  limits   of  their  respective 
colleges.     He  seized  ten  or  eleven  persons,  among  whom 
was   one   Lloyd,  a  coffeeman :  and   made  prize   of  some 
horses  and  furniture  belonging  to  colonel  Owen,  and  other 
gentlemen.     With   this   booty  he  retreated  to  Abingdon ; 
and  Handasyde's  regiment  of  foot  was  afterwards  quarter- 
ed iti  Oxford,  to  overawe  the  university.   ^  The  ministry- 
found  it  more  difficult  to  suppress  the  insurgents  in  the 
northern  counties.     In  the  month   of  October  the  earl  of 
Derwentwater  and  Mr.  Forster  took  the  field  with  a  body 
of  horse,  and   being  joined  by  some  gentlemen  from  the 
borders  of  Scotland,  proclaimed  the  pretender  in  Wark- 
worth,  Morpeth,  and  Alnwick.     Their  first  design  was  to 
seize  the   town  of  Newcastle,  in  which   they  had   many 
friends :  but  they  found  the  gates  shut  upon  them,  and 
retired  to  Hexham ;  while  general  Carpenter,  having  as- 
sembled a  body  of  dragoons,  resolved  to  march  from  New- 
castle, and  attack  them  before  they  should  be  reinibrced* 
The  rebels  retiring  northward  to  WooUer,  were  joined  by 
two  hundred  Scottish  horse  under  the  lord  viscount  Ken- 
muir,  and  jhe  earls  of  Camwath  and  Wintoun,.who  had  set 
up  the  pretender^s  standard  at  MoiTat,  and  proclaimed  him 
in  different  parts  of  Scotland.     The  rebels  thus  reinforced 
advanced  to  Kelso,  having  received  advice  that  they  would 
be  joined  by  Mackintosh,  who  had  crossed  the  Forth  with 
a  body  of  Highlanders. 

$  XXV.  By  this  time  the  earl  of  Mar  was  at  the  head 
of  ten  thousand  men  well  armed.  He  had  secured  the  pass 
of  the  Tay  at  Perth,  where  his  headquarters  were 
established,  and  made  himself  master  of  the  whole  fruitful 
province  of  Fife,  and  all  the  seacoast  on  that   side  of  the 
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Frith  of  Edtoburgh.  He  selected  two  thousand  five  hun- 
dred men,  commanded  by  brigadier  Mackintosh,  to  make  a 
descent  upoh  the  Lothian  side,  and  join  the  Jacobites  in  that 
county,  or  such  as  should  take  arms  on  the  borders  of 
England.  Boats  were  assembled  for  this  purpose  :  and 
notwithstanding  all  the  precautions  that  could  be  taken  by 
the  king's  ships  in  the  Frith,  to  prevent  the  design,  above 
fifteen  hundred  chosen  men  made  good  their  passage  in  die 
night,  and  landed  on  the  coast  of  Lothian,  having  crossed 
an  arm  of  the  sea  about  sixteen  miles  broad,  in  open  boats 
that  passed  through  the  midst  of  the  king's  cruisers. 
Nothing  could  be  better  concerted,  or  executed  with  more 
conduct  and  courage,  than  was  this  hazardous  enterprise. 
They  amused  the  king's  ships  with  marches  and  counter- 
marches along  the  coast,  in  such  a  manner  that  they  could 
not  possibly  know  where  they  intended  to  embark.  The 
earl  of  Mar,  in  the  mean  time,  marched  from  Perth  to 
Dumblaine,  as  if  he  had  intended  to  cross  the  Forth  at 
Stirling  bridge :  but  his  real  design  was  to  divert  the  duke 
of  Argyle  from  attacking  his  detachment  which  had  landed 
in  Lothian.  So  far  the  scheme  succeeded.  The  duke, 
who  had  assembled  some  troops  in  Lothian,  returned  to 
Stirling  with  the  utmost  expedition,  after  having  secured 
Edinburgh,  and  obliged  Mackintosh  to  abandon  his  design 
on  that  city.  This  partisan  had  actually  taken  possession 
of  Leith,  from  whence  he  retired  to  Seaton  house,  ncfar 
Preston  Pans,  which  he  fortified  in  such  a  manner  that  he 
could  not  be  forced  without  artillery.  Hete  he  remained 
until  he  received  an  order  across  the  Frith  from  the  earl  of 
Mar,  to  join  lord  Kenmuir  and  the  English  at  Kelso,  for 
which  place  he  immediately  began  his  march,  and  reached 
it  on  the  twenty-second  day  of  October,  though  a  good 
number  of  his  men  had  deserted  on  the  route. 

$  XX VI.  The  lord  Kenmuir,  with  the  earls  of  Wintoun, 
Nithsdale,  and  Camwath,  the  earl  of  Derwentwater  and 
Mr.  Forster,  with  the  English  insurgents,  arriving  at  the 
same  time,  a  council  of  war  was  immediately  called. 
Wintoun  proposed  that  they  should  march  immediately  into 
the  westei^  parts  of  Scotland  and  join  general  Gordon, 
who  commanded  a  strong  body  of  Highlanders  in  Arg3de* 
shire.    The  English  insisted  upon  crossing  the  Tweed,  wd 
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attacking  general  Carpenter,  whose  troops  did  not  exceed 
nine  hundred  dragoons.  Neither  scheme  was  executed. 
They  took  the  route  to  Jedburgh,  where  they  resolved  to 
leave  Carpenter  on  one  side,  and  penetrate  into  England 
by  the  western  border.  The  Highlanders  declared  they 
would  not  quit  their  own  country ;  but  were  ready  to  exe- 
cute the  scheme  proposed  by  the  earl  of  Wintoun.  Means, 
however,  were  found  to  prevail  upon  one  half  of  them  to 
advance,  while  the  rest  returned  to  the  Highlands.  At 
Brampton,  Forster  opened  his  commission  of  general, 
which  had  been  sent  to  him  from  the  earl  of  Mar,  and 
proclaimed  the  pretender.  They  continued  their  march  to 
Penrith,  where  the  sheriff,  assisted  by  lord  Lonsdale  and 
the  bishop  of  Carlisle,  had  assembled  the  whole  posse  comi- 
tatus  of  Cumberland,  <amouniing  to  twelve  thousand  men, 
who  dispersed  with  the  utmost  precipitation  at  the  approach 
of  the  rebels.  From  Penrith,  Forster  proceeded  by  the 
way  of  Kendal  and  Lancaster  to  Preston,  from  whence 
Stanhope's  regiment  of  dragoons,  and  another  of  militia, 
immediately  retired;  so  that  he  took  possession  of  the 
place  without  resistance.  General  Willis  marched  against 
the  enemy  with  six  regiments  of  horse  and  dragoons,  ai^d 
one  battalion  of  foot  commanded  by  colonel  Preston.  They 
had  advanced  to  the  bridge  of  Kibble  before  Forster  re* 
ceived  intelligence  of  their  approach.  He  forthwith  began 
to  raise  barricadoes,  and  put  the  place  in  a  posture  of  de- 
fence. On  the  twelfth  day  of  November,  the  town  was 
briskly  attacked  in  two  different  places :  but  the  king's 
troops  met  with  a  very  warm  reception,  and  were  repulsed 
with  considerable  loss.  Next  day  general  Carpenter  arri- 
ved with  a  reinforcement  of  three  regiments  of  dragoons ; 
and  the  rebels  were  invested  on  all  sides.  The  High- 
landers declared  they  would  make  a  sally  sword  in  hand, 
and  either  cut  their  way  through  the  king's  troops,  or  perish 
in  the  attempt;  but  they  were  overruled.  .Forster  sent 
colonel  Oxburgh  with  a  trumpet  to  general  Willis,  to  pro- 
pose a  capitulation.  .  He  was  given  to  understand,  that  the 
general  would  not  treat  with  rebels ;  but  in  case  of  their 
surrendering  at  discretion,  he  would  prevent  his  soldiers 
from  putting  them  to  the  sword,  until  he  should  receive 
farther  orders.    He  granted  them  time  to  consider  till  next 
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morning,  upon  their  delivering  the  earl  of  Derwentwater 
.  and  Mackintosh  as  hostages.  When  Forster  sabmitted, 
this  Highlander  declared  he  could  not  promise  the  Scots 
would  surrender  in  that  manner.  The  general  desired  htm 
to  return  to  his  people,  and  he  would  forthwith  attack  the 
town,  in  which  case  every  man  of  them  should  be  cut  to 
pieces.  The  Scottish  noblemen  did  not  choose  to  run  the 
risk ;  and  persuaded  the  Highlanders  to  accept  the  terms 
that  were  offered.  They  accordingly  laid  down  their  arms, 
and  were  put  under  a  strong  guard.  All  the  noblemen  and 
leaders  were  secured.  Major  Nairn,  captain  Lockhart, 
captain  Shaftoe,  and  ensign  Erskine,  were  tried  by  a  court 
martial  as  deserters,  and  executed.  Lord  Charley  Murray, 
son  of  the  duke  of  Athol,  was  likewise  condemned  for  the 
same  crime,  but  reprieved.  The  common  men  were  im* 
prisoned  at  Chester  and  Liverpool,  the  noblemen  and  con- 
siderable officers  were  sent  to  London^  conveyed  through 
the  streets  pinioned  like  malefactors,  and  committed  to  the 
Tower  and  to  Newgate. 

$  XXVn.  The  day  on  which  the  rebels  surrendered 
at  Preston  was  remarkable  for  the  battle  of  Dumblaine, 
fought  between  the  duke  of  Argyle  and  the  earl  of  Mar, 
who  commanded  the  pretender's  forces.  This  nobleman 
had  retreated  to  his  camp  at  Perth,  when  he  understood  the 
duke  was  returned  from  Lothian  to  Suriing.  But  being 
now  joined  by  the  northem><clans  under  the  earl  of  Seaforth, 
and  those  of  the  west  commanded  by  general  Gordon,  who 
had  signalized  himself  in  the  service  of  the  czar  of  Mus- 
covy, he  resolved  to  pass  the  Forth,  in  order  to  join  his 
southern  friends,  that  they  might  march  together  into  Eng- 
land. With  this  view  he  advanced  to  Auchterarder,  where 
he  reviewed  his  army,  and  rested  on  the  eleventh  day  of 
November.  The  duke  of  Arg}*le  apprised  of  his  intention, 
and  being  joined  by  some  regiments  of  dragoons  from 
Ireland,  determined  to  give  him  battle  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Dumblaine.  On  the  twelfth  day  of  the  month,  Argyle 
passed  the  Fordi  at  Stirling,  and  encamped  with  his  left  at 
the  village  of  Dumblaine,  and  his  right  towards  Sheriff- 
moor.  The  eari  of  Mar  advanced  within  two  miles  of  his 
camp,  and  remained  till  daybreak  io^  order  of  battle ;  his 
army  consisting  of  nine  thousand  effective  men,  cavalry  as 
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well  as  iiifaatry*  In  the  mornkig,  die  doke,  imdentanding 
tkejr  were  in  motidny  drew  up  his  forces,  which  did  not  ex- 
ceed three  thoosand  five  hundred  men,  on  the  heights  to  the 
northeast  of  Dumblaine :  but  he  was  outflanked  both  oa 
th^  rij^t  and  left.  The  cbtns  that  formed  part  of  the 
centre  and  right  wing  of  the  enemy,  with  Glengary  and 
Clanronahl  at  their  head,  charged  the  left  of  the  kingfs 
army  sword  in  hand,  with  such  impetuosity,  that  in.  seveo^ 
ifeiAUtes  both  horse  and  foot  were  totaUy  routed  with  great 
ahnighter;  and  generaLWhetham,  who  commanded  them, 
fled  at  full  gallop  to  Stirling,  where  he  declared  that  the 
ro}'al  army  was  totally  defeated.  In  the  mean  time,  d^ 
,  duke  of  Arg}'le,  who  commanded  in  person  on  the  right, 
attacked  the  left  of  the  enemy,  at  the  head  of  Stair's  and 
Evans's  dragoons,  and  drove  them  two  miles  before  him,  as 
far  as  the  water  of  Allan :  yet  in  that  space  they  wheeled 
about,  and  attempted  to  rally  ten  times ;  so  that  he  was 
obliged  to  press  them  hard,  that  they  might  not  recover  from 
their  confusion.  Brigadier  Wightman  followed,  in  order 
to  sustain  him  with  three  battalions  of  infantry;  while  the 
victorious  right  wing  of  the  i  -  bels,  haying  pursued  Whetfiasi 
a  considerable  way,  returned  to  the  field,  and  formed  in  the 
rear  of  \V^ghtman,  to  the  amount  of  five  thousand  men^ 
The  duke  of  Argyle,  returning  from  the  pursuit,  joined 
Wightman,  who  had  faced  about,  and  taken  possession  ot 
some  enclosures  and  mud  walls,  in  expectation  of  being 
attacked.  In  this  posture  both  armies  fronted  each  other 
till  the  evening,  when  the  duke  drew  off  towards  Duipblaine,  ' 
and  the  rebels  retired  to  Ardpch,  without  mutual  molests* 
tion.  Next  day  the  duke  marching  back  to  the  field  of 
battle,  carried  off  the  wounded,  with  four  pieces  of  cannon 
left  by  the  enemy,  and  retreated  to  StirUng,  Few  prisoners 
were  taken  on  either  side  :  the  number  of  the  slain  might 
be  about  five  hundred  of  each  anny,  and  both  generals 
claimed  the  victory^  This  battle  was  not  so  fatal  to  the 
fiighlanders  as  the  loss  of  Inverness,  from  which  sir  John 
Mackenzie  was  driven  by  Simon  Frazer  lord  Lovat,  who, 
f^ontrary  to  the  principles  he  had  hitherto  professed,  secured* 
fbis  important  post  for  the  government «  by  which  means  a 
||<ee  con^nfiunication  was  opened  with  the  north  of  Scotland, 
Wh^r^  the  ?aH  of  §lithe|'lw4  l)?d  raised  a  considerable  feocjy 
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of  vanak.  The  marquia  of  Hindey  and'tht  earl  al  Sai« 
forth  vere  obHged  to  quit  the  rebel  army  in  order  to  dafctid 
their  own  territoriea:  and  in  a  little  time  aobmitted  to  king 
George  t  a  good  nmnber  of  the  Frazera  deelared  with  their 
chief  against  the  pretender :  the  marquia  of  TuUibardiAe 
withdrew  from  the  army,  to  cover  his  own  country :  and  the 
clans,  seeing  no  likelihood  of  another  action,  began  to  dia« 
perae,  according  to  custom. 

$  XXVIII.  The  government  was  now  in  a  condition 
to  send  strong  reinforcements  to  Scodaiid.  Six  thousand 
men  that  were  claimed  of  the  states  general,  by  i^rtue  of 
die  treaty,  landed  in  England,  and  began  their  march  for 
Edinburgh :  gmerai  Cadogan  set  out  for  the  same  place, 
together  with  brigadier  Petit,  and  six  other  engineers :  an4 
a  train  of  artillery  was  shipped  at  the  Tower  for  that  coun- 
try, the  duke  of  Argyle  resolving  to  drive  the  earl  of  Mar 
out  of  Perth,  to  which  town  he  had  retired  with  the  remains 
of  hb  forces.  The  pretender  having  been  amused  with  the 
hope  of  seeing  the  whole  kingdom  of  England  rise  up  as 
one  man  in  his  behalf;  and  the  duke  of  Ormond  having 
made  a  fruitless  vo3rage  to  the  western  coast,  to  try  the 
disposition  of  the  people,  he  was  now  convinced  of  the  van^ 
ity  of  his  expectation  in  that  quarter ;  and,  as  he  knew  not 
what  other  course  to  take,  he  resolved  to  hazard  his  person 
among  his  friends  in  Scotland,  at  a  time  when  his  affairs  'm 
that  kingdom  were  absolutely  desperate.  Prom  Bretagne 
he  posted  through  part  of  France  in  disguise^  and  embark<« 
ing  in  a  small  vessel  at  Dunkirk,  hired  for  that  purpose, 
arrived  on  the  twenty-second  day  of  December  at  Peterhead 
with  six  gentlemen  in  his  retinue,  one  of  whom  was  the 
marquis  of  Tinmouth,  son  to  the  duke  of  Berwick*  He 
passed  through  Aberdeen  incognito,  to  Fetterosse,  where 
he  was  met  by  'the  earls  of  Mar  and  Marischal,  and  about 
thirty  noblemen  and  gentlemen  of  the  first  quality.  Here 
he  was  solemnly  proclaimed :  his  declaration,  dated  at  Com- 
mercy,  was  printed  and  circulated  through  all  the  parts  in 
that  neighbourhood ;  and  he  received  addresses  from  the 
episcopal  clergy,  and  the  laity  of  that  communion  in  the 
diocese  of  Aberdeen.  On  the  fifth  day  of  January,  he 
made  his  public  entry  into  Dundee;  and  on  the  seventh 
arrived  at  Scpne,  where  he  seemed  determined  to  stay  until 
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the  ceremony  of  his  coronation  should  be  performed. 
From,  thence  he  made  an  excursion  to  Perth,  where  he 
reviewed  his  forces*  Then  he  formed  a  regular  council; 
,  and  puiblished  six  proclamations ;  one  for  a  general  thanks- 
giving, on  account  of  his  sale  arrival;  another  enjoining 
the  ministers  to  pray  for  him  in  churches;  a  third  estab- 
lishing the  currency  of  foreign  coins :  a  fourth  summoning 
the  meeting  of  the  convention  of  estates :  a  fifth  ordering 
all  sensible  men-  to  repair  to  his  standard ;  and  a'  sixth, 
fixing  the  twenty-third  day  of  January  for  his  coronation. 
He  made  a  pathetic  speech  in  a  grand  council  at  which  all 
the  chiefs  of  his  party  assisted.  They  determined,  how- 
ever, to  abandon  the  enterprise,  as  the  king's  army  was 
reinforced  by  the  Dutch  auxiliaries,  and  they  themselves 
were  not  only  reduced  to  a  small  number,  but  likewise  des- 
titute of  money,  arms,  ammunition,  forage,  and  provision ; 
for  the  duke  of  Argyle  had  taken  possession  of  Burnt- 
island, and  transported  a  detachment  to  Fife,  so  as  to  cut 
off  Mar's  communication  with  that  fertile  country. 

§  XXIX.  Notwithstanding  the  severity  of  the  weather, 
and  a  prodigious  fall  of  snow,  which  rendered  the  roads 
almost  impassable,  the  duke,  on  the  twenty-ninth  of  Jan- 
uar}%  began  his  march  to  Dumblaine,  and  next  day  reached 
Tullibardine,  where  he  received  intelligence  that  the  pre- 
tender and  his  forces  had,  on  the  preceding  day,  retired 
towards  Dundee.  He  forthwith  took  possession  of  Perth; 
and  then  began  his  march  to  Aberbrotick  in  pursuit  of  the 
enemy.  The  chevalier  de  St.  George,  being  thus  hody 
pursued,  was  prevailed  upon  to  embark  on  board  a  small 
French  ship  that  lay  in  die  harlx)ur  of  Montrose.  He  was 
accompanied  by  the  earls  of  Mar  and  Mclford,  the  lord 
Drummond,  lieutenant  general  Bulkley,  and  other  person^ 
of  distinciion,  to  the  number  of  seventeen.  In  order  to 
avoid  the  English  cruisers,  they  stretched  over  to  Norway, 
and  coasting  along  the  German  and  Dutch  shores,  arrived 
in  five  days  at  Gravclinc.  General  Gordon,  whom  the 
pretender  had  left  commander  in  chief  of  the  forces,  assist- 
ed by  the  earl  JMarischul,  proceeded  with  them  to  Aber- 
deen, where  he  secured  three  vessels  to  sail  northward, 
and  take  on  board  the  persons  who  intended  to  make  their 
escape    to    the    continent.       Then    they   continued   their 
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march  through  Strathapey  and  Strathdowii,  to  the  bilb  of 
Badenock,  where  the  common  people  were  quiedy  dismis- 
sed. This  retreat  was  made  with  such  expedition,  that 
the  duke  of  Argyle,  with  all  his  acUvity,  could  neverover- 
take  their  rear  guard,  which  consisted  of  a  thousand  horse, 
commanded  by  the  earl  MarischaL  Such  was  the  issue  of 
a  rebellion  that  proved  fatal  to  many  noble  families:  a^re- 
hellion  which,  in  all  probability^  would  never  have  happen- 
ed, had  not  the  violent  measures  of  a  whig  ministry  kindled 
such  a  flame  of  discontent  in  the  nation,  as  encouraged  the 
partisans  of  the  pretender  to  hazard  a  revolt. 

$  XXX.  The  parliament  of  Ireland,  which  met  at  Dub- 
lin on  the  twelfth  day  of  November,  seemed  even  more 
zealous^  if  possible,  than  that  of  England,  for  the  present 
administration.  They  passed  bills  for  recognising  the 
king's  tide;  for  the  security  of  his  pet'son  and  govenip- 
ment ;  for  setting  a  price  on  the  pretender's  head ;  and  for 
attainting  the  duke  of  Ormond.  They  granted. the  supplies 
without  opposition.  All  those  who  had  addressed  the  late 
queen  in  favour  of  sir  Constantine  Phipps,  then  lord  chan- 
cellor of  Ireland,  were  now  brought  upon  their  knees,  and 
censured  as  guilty  of  a  breach  of  privilege.  They  desired 
the  lords  justices  would  issue  a  proclamation  against  the 
popish  inhabitants  of  Limerick  and  Galway,  who,  pre- 
suming upon  the  capitulation  signed  by  king  William, 
claimed  an  exemption  from  the  penalties  imposed  upon 
other  papists.  They  engaged  in  an  association  against 
the  pretender,  and  sdl  his  abettors.  They  voted  the  earl 
of  Anglesey  an  enemy  to  the  king  and  kingdom,  becauife 
he  advised,  the  queen  to  break  the  army,  and  proroj;ue  the 
late  parliament;  and  they  addressed  the  king  to  remove 
him  from  his  council  and  service.  The  lords  justices 
granted  orders  for  apprehending  the  earls  x)i  Antrim  and 
Weastmeath,  the  lords  Natterville,  Cahir,  and  Dillon,  as 
persons  suspected  of  disaffection  to  the  government.  Then' 
they  adjourded  the  two  houses. 

$  XXXI.  The  king,  in  his  speech  to  the  English  par- 
liament, which  met  on  the  ninth  of  January,  told  them  he 
had  reason  to  believe  the  pretender  was  landed  in  Scot- 
land :  he  congratulated  them  on  the  success  of  hi?  arms  in 
suppressing  the  rebeUion :  on  the  conclusion  of  the  barrier 
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treaty  between  the  emperor  and  the  states  generalt  under 
hia  guarantee;  on  a  convention  wkh  Spain  that  would 
deliver  the  trade  of  EngUnd  to  that  kingdom  from  the 
new  impowtions  and  hardships  to  which  it  was  subjected  in 
consequence  of  the  late  treaties.  He  likewise  gave  them  to 
understand,  that  a  treaty  for  renewing  all  former  alliances 
between  the  crown  of  Great  Britain  and  the  states  general 
was  almost  c(mcluded;  and  he  assured  the  commons  he 
would  freely  give  up  all  the  estates  that  should  become  for- 
feited to  the  crown  by  this  rebellion,  to  be  applied  towards 
defraying  the  extraordinary  expense  incurred  on  this  occa- 
sion. The  commons,  in  their  address  of  thanks,  declared 
that  they  would  prosecute,  in  the  most  vigorous  and  im- 
partial  manner,  the  authors  of  those  destructive  counsels 
which  had  drawn  down  such  miseries  upon  the  nation* 
Their  resolutions  were  speedy,  and  exactly  conformable  to 
this  declaration^  They  expelled  Mr.  Forster  from  the 
house.  They  fotdiwith  impeached  the  earls  of  Perwent* 
water,  Nithsdale,  Camwath,  and  Wintoun;  lords  Widding- 
ton,  Kenmuir,  and  Nairn.  These  noblemen  being  brought 
tq  ihe  bar  of  the  house  of  lords,  heard  the  articles  of  im- 
peachment read  on  the  tenth  day  of  January,  and  were 
ordered  to  put  in  their  answers  on  the  sixteenth.  The 
impeachments  being  lodged,  the  lower  house  ordered  a  bill 
t6  be  brought  in  for  continuing  the  suspension  of  the  habesa 
corpus  act :  then  they  prepared  another  to  attaint  the  mar- 
quis of  Tullibardine,  the^  eai4s  of  Mar  and  Linlithgow,  and 
lord  John  Drummond*  On  the  twenty-first  day  of  Jan-i 
uary,  the  king  gave  the  royal  assent  to  the  bill  for  con- 
tinuing the  suspension  of  the  habeas  corpus  act.  He  told 
the  parliament  that  the  pretender  was  actually  in  Scodand, 
heading  the  rebellion,  and  assuming  the  style  and  title  of  king 
of  these  realms ;  he  demanded  of  the  commons  such  supply 
as  might  discourage  any  foreign  power  from  assisting  the  re* 
bels.  On  Thursday  the  nineteenth  day  of  January,  all  the  im- 
peached lords  pleaded  guilty  to  the  articles- exhibited  against 
them,  except  the  earl  of  Wintoun,  who  petitioned  for  a  longer 
time,  on  various  pretences.  The  rest  received  sentence  of 
death,  on  the  ninth  day  of  Feburary,  m  the  court  erected  in 
Westminster  hall,  where  the  lord  chancellor  Cowper  presided 
as  lord  high  steward  on  that  occasion.  The  countess  of  Niths- 
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iai»  and  hdy  Nairne  threw  thttnselved  at  the  kittg'tt  tt^^ 
as  he  pasted  dirbugh  the  aparaneats  of  the  pklaee,  and  im- 
plorad  his  mercy  ia  behalf  of  their  husbands :  but  their 
tttlffs  and  entreaties  produced  no  effect.  The  cmincii  re- 
solved that  the  serttente  should  be  eaecuted,  and  orders* 
wtxt  giren  for  that  purpose  to  the  Ueutetiant  of  tte  Tov^^r^ 
and  the  shenffs  of  Lottd6n  and  Middlesex. 

$  XXXII.  The  countess  of  Derwentwater,  #ith  her  sift** 
tar,  accompanied  bj  the  dutthesses  of  Cleveland  and  Bottofi, 
and  several  other  ladies  of  the  first  dlsttneti^n,  was  ifitro>- 
disced  by  the  dukeil  of  Richmond  and  St.  Alban's  into  the 
king^s  bedchknsber,  where  she  iniroked  his  tnsj^Sty's  dMi- 
ancy  for  her  unfortuhate  consort.  She  afterwards  repaired 
to  die  lobby  of  the  house  of  peers,  attended  by  the  ladies  of 
the  other  condemned  lords,  and  above  twenty  others  of  the 
same  quality,  and  begged  the  intercesStdn  bf  th^  houke:  but 
no  regard  was  paid  to  their  petirttbn.  Next  day,  they  peti- 
tioned both  houses  of  parliament.  The  ebmmons  rejetted 
their  suit.  In  the  nppe^  house,  the  duke  of  Richmond 
delivered  a  petidon  form  the  earl  of  Derwentwater^  t6  whom 
he  was  nearly  related,  at  the  same  time  declaring  that  he 
himself  should  oppose  his  solicitation.  The  earl  df  Derby 
expressed  some  compassion  for  the  numerous  family  of  lord 
Naime.  Petitions  from  thd  rest  Were  presented  by  othet 
lords,  moved  with  pity  and  humanity.  Lord  ToWttShend 
and  others  vehemently  opposed  their  being  read.  The  earl 
of  Nottingham ^tliought  this  indulgence  might  be  granted) 
the  house  assented  to  his  opinion ;  and  aj^reed  to  an  address, 
praying  his^  majesty  would  reprieve  such  of  the  condemned 
lords  as  should  seeni^  to  deserve  his  mercy.  To  this  peti- 
tion the  king  answered,  that  on  this,  and  all  other  occasions, 
he  would  do  what  he  thought  most  consistent  with  the  dig-^ 
oky  of  his  crown  and  the  safety  of  his  people.  The  earl 
of  Nottingham,  prtrsident  of  the  council,  his  brother  the 
carl  of  Aylesbury,  chancellor  of  the  dutchy  of  Lancaster,  hi* 
sofi  lord  Finch,  one  of  the  lords  of  the  treasury,  his  kihs- 
man  lord  Guernsey,  master  of  the  jewel  office,  were  alto- 
gether dismi^ed  from  his  majesty's  service.  Orders  were 
despatched  for  executing  the  earls  of  Derwentwater  and 
Nithsdale,  and  the  viscount  of  Kenmuir,  immediately ;  the 
ethers  were  respited  to  the  seventh  day  of  March.  Niths«> 
Vol.  IL  E  e 
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dale  made  hia  escape  in  woman'tt  apparel,  furnished  aiid 
conveyed  to  him  by  his  own  mother.  On  the  twenty^ 
fourth  day  of  February,  Derwentwater  and  Kenmuir  were 
beheaded  on  Tower  hill*  The  former  was  an  amiable  youth, 
brave,  open,  generous,  hospitable,  and  humane.  His  fate 
drew  tears  from  the  spectators,  and  was  a  great  misfortune 
to  the  country  in  which  be  lived.  He  gave  bread  to  mul- 
'titudes  of  people  whom  he  employed  on  his  estate;  the 
poor,  the  widow,  and  the  orphan  rejoiced  in  his  bounty.^ 
Kenmuir  was  a  virtuous  nobleman,  calm,  sensible,  resolute, 
and  resigned.  He  was  a  devout  member  of  the  £ng^ish 
church;  but  the  other  died  in  the  faith  of  Rome:  both 
adhered  to  their  political  principles.  On  the  fifteenth  day 
of  March,  Wintoun  was  brought  to  trial,  and  being  con- 
victed received  sentence  of  death. 

$  XXXIII.  When  the  king  passed  the  land  Ux  bill, 
which  was  ushered  in  with  a  very  extraordinary  preamble, 
be  informed  both  houses  of  the  pretender's  flight  from 
Scotland.*  In  the  beginning  of  April,  a  commission  for 
trying  the  rebels  met  in  the  court  of  common  pleas,  when 
bUls  of  high  treason  were  found  against  Mr.  Forster, 
Mackintosh,  and  twenty  of  their  confederates.  Forster 
escaped  from  Newgate,  and  reached  the  continent  in  safety: 
the  rest  pleaded  not  guilty,  and  were  indulged  with  time  to 
prepare  for  their  trials.  The  judges,  appointed  to  try  the 
.  rebels  at  Liverpool,  found  a  considerable  number  guilty  of 
high  treason.  Two-and-twenty  were  executed  at  Preston 
and  Manchester :  about  a  thousand  prisoiiers  submitted  to 
the  king's  mercy,  and  petitioned  for  transportation.  Pitts, 
the  keeper  of  Newgate,  being  suspected  of  having  connived 
at  Forster's  escape,  was  tried  for  his  life  at  the  Old  Bailey, 
and  acquitted.  Notwithstanding  this  prosecution,  which 
ought  to  have  redoubled  the  vigilance  of  the  jailers,  briga- 
dier Mackintosh,  and  several  other  prisoners,'  broke  from 
Newgate,  after  having  mastered  the  keeper  ano  turnkey, 
and  disarmed  the  sentinel.  The  court  proceeded  with  the 
trials  of  those  that  remained ;  and  a  great  number  were 
found  guilty:  four  or  five  were  hanged,  drawn  and  quar- 
tered  at   Tyburn :    and    among  these   was   one    William 
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Paul,  a  clergyman,  who,  in  his  last  speech,  professed 
himself  a  true  aad  sincere  member  of  the  church  of 
England,  but  not  of  the  revolution  schismati'cal  church, 
who^  bishops  had  abandoned  the  king,  and  shamefully 
given  up  their  ecclesiastical  rights,  by  submitting  to  ^the 
uniatrful,  invalid,  lay  deprivations  authorized  by  the  prince 
of  Orange. 

%  XXXI V,  '^'hough  the  rebellion  was  extinguished,  the 
lame  of  national  dissatisfactipn  still  continued  to  rage ;  the 
severities  exercised  against  the  rebels  increased  the  general 
discontent:  for  now  the  danger  was  blown  over  their 
humane  pa^ions  began  to  prevail.  The'  courage  and  forti- 
tude with  which  the  condemned  persons  encountered  the 
pains  of  death  in  its  most  dreadful  form,  prepossessed 
many  spectators  in  favour  of  the  cause  by  which  those 
unhappy  victims  were  animated^  In  a  word,  persecution, 
as  usual,  extended  the  heresy.  The  ministr}%  perceiving, 
tfiis  universal  disaffection,  and  dreading  the  revolution  of  a ' 
new  parliament,  which  might'  wrest  the  power  from  their 
fiwction,  and  retort  upon  them  the  violence  of  their  own 
Measures,  formed  a  resolution  equally  odious  and  effectual 
to  establish  their  administration.  This  was  ho  other  than 
a  scheme  to  repeal  the  triennial  act,  and  by  a  new  law  to 
extend  the  term  of  parliaments  to  seven  years.  On  the 
tenth  day  of  April,  the  duke  of  Devonshire  represented,  in 
die  house  of  lords,  that  triennial  elections  served  to  keep 
up  party  divisions ;  *to  raise  and  foment  feuds  in  private 
families;  to  produce  ruinous  expenses,  and  give  occasion 
to  the  cabals  and  intrigues  of  foreign  princes ;  that  it  be- 
came the  wisdom  of  such  an  august  assembly,  to  apply 
proper  remedies  to  an  evil  that  might  be  attended  with  the 
most  dangeroixa  consequences,  especially  in  the  present 
temper  of  the  nation,  as  the  spirit  of  rebellion  still  remained 
unconquered.  He,  therefore,  proposed  a  bill  for  enlarging 
the  continuance  of  parliaments*  He  was  seconded  by  the 
earls  of  Dorset  and  Rockingham,  the  duke^of  Argyle,  lord 
Townshend,  and  the  other  chiefs  of  that  party.  The  mo- 
tion was  opposed  by  the  earls  of  Nottingham,  Abingdon, 
and  Paulet.  They  observed,  that  frequent  parliaments 
were  required  by  the-  fundamental  constitution  of  the  king- 
dom, asceruined  in  the  practice  of  many  ages :  that  the 
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member«  of  the  lower  bottse  were  chowi  6y  the  koif  of 
U^e  nation,  for  a  certain  term  of  years^  at  the  ezpiratioA  ef 
ipihich  they  co^ld  be  no  loogtr  representattveat  of  the  peo- 
ple, who,  by  the  parliament's  protracting  its  own  authority 
wqut4  be  deprived  of  the  only  remedy  which  they  have 
against  those  who^  through  ifrnqrance  or  corruption^  beir^- 
ed  the  trust  reposed  in  them :  that  the  reasons  in  favour  of 
such  a  bill  were  weak  and  frivolous :  tha^  wttK  jrespect  to 
((M-eign  alliances,  no  prince  or  state,  could  reasonably  de 
pend  upon  a  people  to  defend  their  Ubertiee  and  iotcmeats, 
who  should  be  thoughl  to  have  given  up  so  great  a*  part  eC 
'  heir  oa^n :  nor  would  it  be  prudent  ii^  then  to  wish  for  a  , 
change  in  that  consiiM^tion  uader  which  Europe  had  of  late 
l^een  so  powerfully  supported :  on  the  conirajry,  they  mighl 
be  deterred  from  entering  into  any  eagag^ments  with  Great 
Britain,  when  informed  by  the  preamble  of  the  Utt,  du* 
the  popish  faction  was  so  dangerous  as  to  threaten  destmic* 
tioA  to  the  government:  they  would  apprehend  thaA  the 
administration  was  so  weak  as  to  want  so  extraordinary  a 
provis^ion  for  its  safety :  that  the  gentlemen  of  Britain  wese 
not  to  be  trusted ;  and  that  the  good  afiections  of  the  peopk 
were  restrained  within  the  limits  of  the  house  of  coaaaoons* 
They  affirmed  that  this  bill,  far  from  preventing  liie  cspease 
^f  elections,  would  father  increase  it,  and  encourage  every 
species  of  corruption ;  for  the  value  of  a  seat  would  idwaya 
be  ia  proportion  to  the  duration  of  a  parliament ;  and  the 
purchase  would  rise   accordingly :  that  a  long  parliament 
would  yield  a  greater  temptation,  as  well  as  a  better  oppor- 
tunity to  a  vicious  ministry,  to  corrupt  the  members,  than 
they  could  possibly  have  when  the  parliaments  were  short 
and  frequent ;  that  the  same  reasons  urged  for  passing  the 
bill  to  continue  thb  parliament  for  seven  years  would  be  at 
)ieast  as  strong,  and,  by  the  conduct  of  the  ministry,  migh^ 
he  made  much  stronger  before  the  end  of  that  tenn,  for 
(ioatinuing,  and  even  perpetuating  their  legislative  power, 
to  the  absolute  subversion  of  the  third'  estate  of  th^*  reafan. 
These  arguments  •  served  only  to  form  a  decent  debate, 
after  which  the  bill  for  septetmial  parliaments  passed  by  a 
l^ffttt  majority ;  though  twenty  peers  entered  a  protest.     It 
met  with  the  same  fate  in  the  lower  house,  where  many 
sttoag  objections  were  stated  to  oo  purpose.     They  ware 


represeated  » tlie  «fcets  of  pftrty*  spleeii ;  Inid,  indeed,  this 
was  the  gmat  tfsriDg  of  aetioti  oa  both  sidea.  T^e  qaestion 
for  the  bHl  was  carried  in  the  affirmative ;  -and  in  a  little 
tine  it  received  the  royal  sanction* 

^^  XXXV.  The  rebellion  being  atterty  quelled,  and  all 
the  suspected  persons  of  consequence  detained  in  safe  cus- 
tody, ^  icing  resolved  to  visit  his  German  dominions, 
where  he  fisresaw  a  scorm  gathering  from  the  quarter  of 
Sweden*  Charles  XII*  was  extremely  exasperated  against 
die  elector  of  Hanover,  for  having  entered  into  the  confed- 
sracy  against  hia;i  in  his  absence,  particularly  for  his  having 
purchased  die  dutchies  of  Bremen  and  Verden,  which  con- 
stituted part  of  his  dominions }  and  he  breathed  nothing 
but  revenge  against  the  king  of  Great  Britain.  It  was 
with  a  vmtf  to  avert  diis  danger,  or  pr<5pare  against  it,  that 
the  king  now  determined  upon  a  voyage  to  the  continent. 
But  as  he  was  restricted  fpom  leaving  his  British  dominions, 
by  the  act  for  the  further  Itmitation.  of  the  crown,  this 
clause  was  repealed  in  a  new^  bill  that  passed  through  both 
houses  without  the  least  difficulty*  On  the  twenty-sixth 
day  of  June,  the  king  closed  the  session  with  a  speech  upon 
the  usual  topics,  in  which,  however,  he  observed,  that  the 
aunserous  ivistamces  of  mercy  he  hud  shown,  served  only  to 
encourage  die  faction  of  the- pretender,  whose  partisans  acted 
with  such  insotence  and  folly,  as  if  they  intended  to  con- 
vince the  world  that  they  were  not  to  be  reclaimed  by  gentle 
methods*  He  intimated  his  puirpose  of  visiting  his  dimin- 
iona  in  Germany ;  and  gave  them  to  understand,  that  he 
had  constituted  his  bek>ved!  son,,  the  prince  of  Wales,  gudr- 
ciian  of  the  kingdom  in  his  absence*  About  this  period, 
general  Macartney,  who  had  returned  to  England  at  the 
accession  of  king  George,  presented  himself  to  trial  for  the 
murder  of  the  duke  of  Hamilton.  The  deposition  of 
eelonel  Hamilton  was  contradicted  by  two  park  keepers :  the 
general  was  acquitted  of  the  charge,  restored  to  his  rank 
i»  the  army,  and  gratified  whh  the  command  of  a  regiment* 
The  king^s  brother,  prince  £mest,  bishop  of  Osnabmck,  was 
creaced  duke  of  York  and  Albany,  and  earl  of  Ulster. 
The  duke  of  Argyle,  and  his  brother  the  earl  of  Hay,  to 
whom  his  majesty  owed,  in  a  great  measure,  his  peaceable 
aeeession  to  tha  throne^  as  well  as  the  extinction  of  the 
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rebellion  in  Scotland^  were  v^w  dismissed  finom  all  their 
employments.  General  Carpenter  succeeded  the  duke  in 
the  chief  command  of  the  forces  in  North  Britain,  and  in 
the  government  of  Port  Mahon ;  and  the  duke  of  Montrose 
was  appointed  lord  register  of  Scotland  in  the  room  of  the 
carl  of  Ilay* 

$  XXXV  L  On  the  seventh  day  of  July,  the  king  em^ 
barked  at  Gravesend,  landed  on  the  ninth  in  Holland, 
through  which  he  passed  incognito  to  Hanorver  and  from 
thence  set  out  for  Pyrmont.  His  aim  was  to  secure  bis 
German  dbmioions  from  the  Swede,  and  Great  Britain 
from  the  pretender.  These  two  princes  had  already  begun 
to  form  a  design,  in  conjunction,  of  invading  his  kingdonH. 
He  knew  the  duke  of  Orleans  was  resolved  to  ascend  the 
throne  of  France,  in  case  the  young  ieing,  who  was  a  sickly 
child,  should  die  without  male  issue.  The  regent  was  not 
ignorant  that  Philip  of  Spain  would  powerfully  contest  that 
succession,  notwithstanding  his  renunciation ;  and  he  was 
^ad  of  an  opportunity  to  strengthen  his  interest  by  an  alli- 
ance with  the  maritime  powers  of  England  and  Holland. 
The  king  of  England  sounded  him  on  this  subject,  and 
found  him  eager  to  engage  in  such  an  association.  The 
negotiation  was  carried  on  by  general  Cadogan  for  England, 
the  abbe  du  Bois  for  France,  and  the  pensionary  Heinsios 
for  the  states  general.  The  regent  readily  complied  widi 
all  their  demands.  He  engaged  that  the  pretender  should 
immediately  depart  from  Avignon  to  the  other  side  of  the 
Alps,  and  never  return  to  Lorraine  or  France  on  any  pre-^ 
tence  whatsoever :  that  no  rebellious  subjects  of  Great  Britain 
should  be  allowed  to  reside  in  that  kingdom  :  and  that  the 
treaty  of  Utrecht,  with  respect  to  the  demolition  of 
Dunkirk,  should  be  fully  executed  to  the  satisfaction  of  his 
Britannic  majesty.  The  treaty  contained  a  mutual  guar- 
antee of  all  the  places  possessed  by  the  contracting  powers; 
of  the  protestant  succession  on  the  throne  of  England,  as 
well  as  of  that  of  the  duke  of  Orleans  to  the  crown  of 
France ;  and  a  defensive  alliance,  stipulating  the  proportion 
of  ships  and  forces  to  be  furnished  to  that  power  which 
should  be  disturbed  at  home  or  invaded  from  abroad.  The 
English  people  murmured  at  this  treaty.  They  said  an 
unnecessary  umbrage  was  given  to  Spain,  with  which  the 
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nation  had  great  ceminerciai  connexioiis ;  and  t;hat  on  pre^> 
^Bnce  of  an  invasion,  a  body  of  foreign  troops  might  be 
intvodaced  to  enslave  the  kingdom. 

$  XXXVIL  His  majesty  was  not  so  successful  in  his 
endeavours  to  appease  the  king  of  Sweden,  who  refused  to 
fisten  to  an]^  overtures  until  Bremen  and  Verden  should  b^ 
restored.     These  the  elector  of  Hanover  resolved  to  keep 
as  a  fair  purchase  i  and  he  engaged  in  a  confederacy  with 
die  enemies  of  Charles,  for  the  maintenance  of  this  acqui<» 
sicion*    Meanwhile  his  rupture  with  Sweden  was  extremely 
prejudicial  to  the  commerce  of  England,  and  had  well  nig^ 
en^ed  upon  the. kingdom  another  invasion,  much  more 
formidable  than  that  which  had  so  lately  miscarried.     The 
ministers  of  Sweden  resident  at  London,  Paris,  and  the 
Hague,  maintained  a  correspondence  with  the  disaflPected 
subjects  of  Great  Britain.     A  scheme  was  formed  for  the 
Swedish  king's  landing  on  this  island  with  a  considerable 
body  of  forces,  where  he  should  be  joined  by  the  malcon* 
tents  of  the  united  kingdom.     Charles  relished  the  enter- 
prise, which  flattered  his  ambition  and  revenge :  nor  was  it 
disagreeable  to  the  czar  of  Muscovy,  who  resented  the, 
elector's  offer  of  joining  the  Swede  against  the  Russians, 
provided  he  would  ratify  the  cession  of  Bremen  and  Ver- 
den.    King  George  having  received  intimation   of  these 
intrigues  returned  to  England,  towards  the  end  of  January ; 
and  ordered  a  detachment  of  foot  guards  to  sf^cure  count 
Gyllenburg,  the  Swedish  minister,  with  all  his  papers.     At. 
the  same  time,  sir  Jacob  Bancks  and  Mr.  Charles  Carsar 
were  apprehended.     The  other  foreign  ministers  took  the 
alarm,'  and  remonstrated  to  the  ministry  upon  this  outrage 
commitft^d  against  the  law  of  nations.     The  two  secretaries, 
Stanhope  and  Methueu,   wrote   circular  letters   to  them, 
assuring  them  that  in  a  day   or  two  they  should  be  ac- 
quainted with  the  reasons  that  induced  the  king  to  take    ' 
such  an  extraordinary  step.     They  were  generally  satisfied 
with  this  intimation ;.  but  the  marquis  de  Monteleone,  am- 
bassador from  Spain,  expressed  his  concern,  that  no  other 
way  could  be  found  to  preserve  the  peace  of  the  kingdom, 
without  arresting  the  person  of  a  public  minister,  and  seiz- 
ing all  his  papers ;  which  were  the  sacred  repositories  of  his 
master's  secrets:  he  observed,  that  in  whatever  manner 
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iheaS  two  facta  might  seem  to  be  undentood,  they  very,  sen- 
sibly woiunded  the  law  of  nations*  About  the  same  tsae 
baron  Gortz,  the  Swedish  residentiary  in  Hollaod,  was 
seized  with  his  papers  at  Arnheim,  at  the  desire  of  kit^ 

*  George^  communtcated  to  the  States  by  Mr.  Leatbes,  hb 
minister  a^  the  Hague.  The  baton  owned  he  had  projected 
the  invasion,  a  design  that  was  justified  by  the  conoKist  of 
king  George^  who  had  joined  the  princes  in  confederacy 
against  the  the  king  of  Sweden,  without  having  received 
the  least  provocation  j  who  had  assisted  the  king  of  Dea« 
mark  in  subduing  the  dutchies  of  Bremen  and  Yerden,  and 

,  then  purchased  them  of  the  usurper ;  and  who  had,  in  the 
Qourse  of  this  very  summer,  sent  a  strong  squadron  of  ships 
to  the  Baltic,  where  it  joined  the  Danes  and  Russians 
against  the  Swedish  fleet. 

$  XXXVIIL  When  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain 
met  on  the  twentieth  day  of  February,  the  king  informed 
them  of  the  triple  alliance  he  had  concluded  with  France  and 
Holland.  He  mentioned  the  projected  invasion ;  told  them 
he  had  given  orders  for  laying  before  them  copies  of  the 
letters  which  l^d  passed  between  the  Swedish  ministers  on 
that  subject ;  and  he  demanded  of  the  commons  such  sup- 
plier as  should  be  found  necessary  for  the  defence  of  the 
k  ingdom.  By  those  papers  it  appeared  that  the  scheme  pro- 
jected by  Baron  Gortz  was  vtry  plausible,  and  even  ripe  for 
execution;  which,  ho%vever,  was  postponed  until  the  army 
should  be  reduced,  and  the  Dutch  auxiliaries  sent  back  to 
their  own  country.  The  letters  being  read  in  parliament, 
both  houses  presented  addresses,  in  which  they  extolled  the 
king's  prudence  in  establishing  such  conventions*  with 
foreign  potentates  as  might  repair  the  gross  defeats,  and 
prevent  the  pernicious  consequences  of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht, 
which  they  termed  a  treacherous  and  dishonourable  peace ; 
and  they  expressed  their  horror  and  indignation  at  the  ma-* 
lice  and  ingratitude  of  those  who  had  encouraged  an  inva- 
sion of  their  couutry.  He  likeivise  received  an  address  of 
the  same  kind  from  the  convention ;  another  from  the  dis- 
senting ministers ;  a  third  from  the  university  of  Cambridge ; 
but  Oxford  was  not  so  lavish  of  her  compliments.  At  a 
meeting  of  the  vice  chancellor  and  heads  af  that  university, 
a  motion  was  made  for  an  address  to  the  king,  on  the  sop- 


liressicm  of  the  late  nmrntural  rd»dlioii,  hk  majesty's  safe 
metuniy  and  the  favour  lately  shown  to  the  university,  ui 
omitting,  at  their  request,  the  ceremony  of  burning  in  effigy 
die  devil,  the  pope,  ifae  pretender,  the  duke  of  Ormond,  and 
the  earl  of  Mar,  on  the  anniversary  of  his  majesty's  acces«* 
aion*  Dr.  Smalridgej  bishop  of  Bristol,  observed,  that  tha 
jcbellion  had  been  long  suppressed :  that  there  would  be  no 
end  of  addresses,  should  one  be  preseated  eveiy  time  his 
■kajesty  returned  from  hvs  German  dominions ;  that  the  late 
favour  they  had  received  was  overbalanced  by  a  whole  re- 
giment now  quartered  upon  them :  and  that  there  was  no 
{irecedeot  fior  addressing  a  king  upon  his  return  from  hn 
German  dominions.  The  university  thought  they  had  rea* 
aon  to  complain  of  the  little  regard  paid  to  their  remon* 
Btrance,  touching  a  rio{  raised  in  that  city  by  die  soldiers 
there -quartered,  on  pretence  that  the  anniversary  of 'the 
frince's  birdiday  had  not  been  celebmted  with. die  usual 
i^goicings.  Affidavits  had  been  sent  up  to  the  council, 
^hich  seemed  to  favour  the  officers  of  the  regiment.  When 
the  house  of  lords  deliberated  upon  the  mutiny  bill,  by  which 
the  aoldien  were  exempted  fr^m  arrests  for  debts,  com- 
flaint  was  made  of  their  licentious  behaviour  at  Oxford; 
And  a  motion  was  made,  that  they  should  inquire  into  the. 
riot.  The  lords  presented  an  address  to  the  queen,  desir- 
ing that  the  papers  relating  to  that  affair  might  be  laid  be- 
fore the  house.  These  being  perused,  were  found  to  be 
Tecriminations  between  the  oxonians  and  the  officers  of  th^ 
regiment.  A  warm  debate  ensued,  during  whkh  the  eatl 
«f  Abingdon  offiered  a  petition  from  the  vicechamreUor  of 
the  universi^,  the  mayor  and  magistrates  of  Oxford,  pray- 
ing to  be  heard.  One  of  die  court  members  observing  that 
it  would  be  irregular  to  receive  a  petition  while  the  house 
was  in  a  grand  committee,  a  motion  was  made,  that  the 
chairman  should  leave  the  chair ;  but  this  being  carried  'm 
the  negative,  the  debate  was  resumed,  and  the  majority 
agreed  to  the  following  resolutions :  that  the  heads  of  the 
university,  and  mayor  of  the  city,  neglected  to  make  public 
rejoicing  on  the  prince'*s  birthday :  that  the  officers  having 
met  to  celebrate  that  day,  the  house  in  which  t|^y  had  asr 
sembled  was  assaulted,  and  the  windows  were  broken  by  the 
rabble :  that  this  assault  was  the  beginning  and  occasion  of 
Vol.  IL  F  f 
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the  riotB  thatensued ;  that  the  conduct  of  the  major  seemed 
well  justified  by  the  affidavits  produced  on  his  part;*  That 
the  printing  and  publishing  the  depositions^  upon  which  the 
complaints  relating  to  the  riots  at  Oxford  were  founded^ 
while  that  matter  was  under  the  examination  of  the  lords 
of  the  committee  of  the  council,  before  they  had  time  to 
come  to  any  resolution  touching  the  same,  was  irregular, 
disrespectful  to  his  royal  highness,  and  tending  to  sedition. 
An  inquiry  of  this  nature,  so  managed,  did  not  much 
redound  to  the  honour  of  such  an  august  assembly. 

$  XXXIX.  The  commons  passed  a  bill,  prohibiting  all 
commerce  with  Sweden,  a  branch  of  trade  which  was  o£  the 
utmost  consequence  to  the  English  merchants*  They  voted 
ten  thousand  seamen  for  the  ensuing  year;*  granted  about 
a  million  for  the  maintenance  of  guards,  garrisons,  and 
land  forces ;  and  passed  the  bill  relating  to  mutiny  and 
desertion.  The  house  likewise  voted  four-and*twenty 
thousand  pounds  for  the  payment  of  four  battalions  of  Mun<- 
ster  and  two  of  Saxe  Gotha,  which  the  king  had  taken  into 
his  service^  to  supply  the  place  of  such  as  might  be,  during 
the  rebellion,  drawn  from  the  garrisons  of  the  states  genecal 
to  the  assistance  of  England.  This  vote,  however,  was  not 
carried  without  a  violent  debate.  The  demand  was  Inveighed 
ag«iinst  as  an  imposition,  seeing  no  troops  had  ever  served* 
A  motion  was  made  for  ah  address,  desiring  that  the  in- 
structions  of  those  who  concluded  the  treaties  might  be  laid 
before  the  house  2  but  this  was  overruled  by  the  majority/ 
The  supplies  were  raised  by  a  land  tax  of  three  shillings  ia 
the  pound,  and  a  malt  tax«  What  the  commons  had  given 
was  not  thought  sufficient  for  the  expense  of  the  year; 
ther.eforc  Mr.  Secretary  Stanhope  brought  a  message  from 
his  majesty,  demanding  an  extraordinary  supply,  that  he 
might  be  the  better  enabled  to  secure  his  kingdoms  against, 
the  danger  with  which  they  were  threatened  from  Sweden ; 

e  Annals.  State  Trlah.  Debate  in  Parliament.   Tindal.  Volulre.     *  An. 
1717. 

f  This  year  wa«  remlcred  famous  by  a  complete  tiotory  whicb  prince  Engene 
obtained  over  the  the  Torlu  at  PcterwaraUin  upon  the  Danube  The  haule  waa 
fought  on  the  fifth  day  of  Aosust.  The  imiierial  army  did  not  exceed  sixty  thou- 
sand  men :  thatof  the  infidel  amounted  to  one  hundred  and  iiAy  thousand,  00m* 
manded  by  the  Grand  Viair,  who  was  mortally  wounded  in  tl^e  enniKmept  .'I'lip 
infidels  were  totally  defeated,  with  tlie  losn  of  all  their  tcnU,  artiUerT,  and  bag-  • 
fage ;  so  that  the  vif tor«  obtained  aa  imn^ose  booty. 
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and  he  mchred  that  a  supply  should  be  granted  to  his,  ma- 
jesty for  this  puqxrae.  Mr.  Shippen  observed  it  was  a 
gfeat  mrsfortune  that  the  king  was  as  litde  acquainted  with 
the  parliamentary  proceedings  as  with  the  language  of  the 
country :  that  the  message  was  unparliamentary  and  un- 
precedented ;  and,  in  his  opinion,  penned  by  some  foreign 
minister :  he  said  he  had  been  often  told  that  his  majesty 
had  retrieved  the  honour  and  reputation  of  the  nation :  a 
truth  which  appeared  in  the  flourishing  condition  of  trade ; 
but  that  the  supply  demanded  seemed  to  be  inconsistent 
with  the  glorious  advantages  which  his  majesty  had  ob- 
tained for  the  people*  He  was  seionded  by  Mr.  Hunger- 
ford,  who  declared  that  for  his  part  he  could  not  understand 
what  occasion  there  was  for  new  alliances ;  much  less  that 
they  should  be  purchased  with  money.  He  expressed  his 
surprise  that  a  nation  so  lately  the  terror  of  France  and 
Spain  should  now. seem  to  fear  so  inconsiderate  an  enemy 
as  the  king  of  Sweden.  The  motion  was  supported  by  Mr. 
Boscawen,  sir  Gilbert  Heathcote  and  others ;  but  some 
df  the  whigs  spoke  against  it ;  and  Mr.  Robert  Walpole 
was  silent.  The  speaker,  and  Mr.  Smith,  one  of  the  tel- 
lers of  the  exchequer,  opposed  this  unparliamentary  way  of 
demanding  the  supply :  the  former  proposed  that  part  of 
the  army  should  be  disbanded,  and  the  money  applied  to- 
wards the  making  good  such  new  engagements  as  were 
deemed  necessary.  After  several  successive  debates,  the 
resolution  for  a  supply  was  carried  by  a  majority  of  four 
voices. 

$  XL.  The  ministry  was  now  divided  within  itself. 
Lord  Townshend  had  been  removed  from  the  office  of 
secretary  of  state,  by  the  )ntrigues  of  th»  earl  of  Sunder- 
land ;  and  he  was  now  likewise  dismissed  from  the  place 
of  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland.  Mr.  Robert  Walpole  re- 
signed his  posts' of  first  commissioner  of  the  treasury  and 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer :  his  example  was  followed  by 
Mr.  Puheney,  secretary  at  war,  and  Mr.  Methuen,  secre- 
tary of  state.  When  the  affair  of  the  supply  was  resumed 
in  the  house  of  commons,  Mr.  Stanhope  made  a  motion  for 
granting  two-  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  pounds  for  that 
purpose.  Mr.  Puheney  observed,  that  hiaving  resigned  his 
place^  he  might  now  «ct  with  the  freedom  becoming  an 
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Englishmati :  he  declared  agaixuk  the  mantlet  af  grantfaqp 
the  supply,  ats  unparKameotavy  and  inpreced[«Dted»  lie 
said  he  could  hot  persuade  himself  that'  any  EiHgtbhuanr 
adviied  his  majesty  to  send  such  a  message }  but  he  doubt- 
ed not  die  resolution  of  a  British  parliament  would  naibs  a 
Qerman  ipinistry  tremble*  Mn  Stanhope  hamng  harabgued 
the  house  in  vindication  of  the  miaistry^  Mr.  Smith  an- 
swered every  article  of  his  speech :  he  affirmed  thatf  if  an 
estimate  of  the  conduct  of  the  ministry  in,  relation  toaftura 
abroad  was  to  be  made  from  a  coa^)ari8bn  oC  their  coodnct 
at  hoose,  they  would  not  a{>pear  aitogedier  so  fauhfess  as 
Aey  were  represented.  •  ^^  Was  it  hot  a  mistake  (said  he) 
*^  not  to  preserve  the  peace  at  heme,  after  the  king  had 
^  ascended  the  throne  with  the  universal  applause  and  joy- 
^^  fill  acclamations  of  aU  his  sublets  ?  Was  it  not  a  mistake, 
^  upon  the  breaking  out  of  the  rebellion^  not  to  issue  a 
**  proclamation,  to  oSkr  pardon  to  such  as  shotiM  return 
^^  home  peaceably,  according  to  the  custom  onr  former 
^^  occasions  of  the  same  nature  ?  Was  it  not  a  mistake,  after 
*^  the  suppression  of  the  rebellion  and  the  trial  and  the 
^^  execution  of  the  princfpll  authors  of  h^  ta  keep  up 
*'  animosities,  and  drive  people  to  despair^  by  not  passing 
*^  an  act  of  indemnity,  by  keepings  so  many  peraons  under 
^^  hard  and  tedious  confinement:  and  by  granting  pardons 
^^  to  some,  without  leaving  them  any  means  to  subsist} 
^^  Is  tt  not  a  mistake,  not  to  trust  a  vote  of  parlianicnt  far 
^^  making  good  such  engagements  as  his  majesty  abauhl 
^'  think  proper  to  enter  into ;  and  instead  of  that,  to  insist 
'*  on  the  granting  this  supply  in  snch  an  extraordinary 
*^  manner  ?  Is  it  not  a  mistake,  to  take  this  opportnnily  te 
^^  create  divisions,  and  rendti'  some  of  the  king's  best 
**  friends  suspected  and  obnoxious  ?  Is  it  not  a  mistake,  in 
^^  short,  to  form  parties  and  cabals,  in  order  to  faring  in  a 
^^  bill  to  repeal  the  act  of  occaUonal  conformity  V*  A  great 
'  number  of  members  had  agreed  to  this  measure  in  private, 
though  at  this  period  it  was  not  brought  into  the  house  of 
commons*  After  a  long  debate  the  sum  was  granted. 
lliese  were  the  first  fruits  of  Britain's  being  wedded  to  the 
interests  of  the  continent.  The  elector  of  Hanover  quar- 
tilled  with  the  king  of  Sweden;  and  Enghnd  was  not  only 
deprived  of  a  necessai^'  branch  of  commerce,  but  even  oUi* 
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ged  10  support  Un  in  the  proMc«liaB  cf  ike  wv*.  Tb« 
MQittiy  now  uttderweot  a  »ew  rerolutioii.  The  e«rl  of 
teoderittttd  audi  Mr.  A<Mi40ii  were  appointed  aecrctinriaa 
of  ata^:  Mr.  Scaahope  bacame  fiist  cotnoussioaav  of  tha 
traaaiiry  and  chaaccdtor  of  the  escha^uar. 

$  \JAm  On  the  sixth  day  of  May,  the  kiag  (pring  lo 
t^  house  of  peerS)  gave  the  parli^niiAnt  to  understand  UmiS 
die  fleet  under  sir  Geovga  Byag^  vbieh  had  sailed  to  tha 
Bakkt  to  observe  the  anotaons  of  the  Swedes,  was  safely 
arrived  ia  the  souad.    He  said  he  had  g^ven  orders  ibr  the 
iaaasediate  reduction  of  ten  tbousaad  8oldiers>  as  well  as 
directioos  to  prepare  an  act  of  indeosnity.     He  desii^d 
ihey  would  take  proper  aaeasurcs  for  reducing  the  public 
4d>ts  with  a  just  regard- to  parliamentary  credit;  and  thai 
Skey  would  go  through  th«  public  buainess  with  all  possible 
despatch  and  unanimity.     Some  progress  had  already  bee« 
made  in  deliberations  upon  the  debt  of  the  nation,  which 
was  comprehended  under  the  two  heads  of  redeemable  and 
itredeemable  ia^umbrances.     The  first  had  been  contracted 
with  a  redeemable  interest;  and  these  the  public  had  a 
rlf^t  to  discharge :  the  others  consisted  of  long  and  short 
annuities  granted  for  a  greater  or  less  number  of  yearst 
which  could  not  be  altered  without  the  consent  of  the  pro- 
prietors.    Mr.  Robert  Walpole  had  projected  a  scheme  for 
lessening  the  interest,  and  paying  the  capital  of  those  debts^ 
liefore  he  resigned  his  place  in  the  exchequer.     He  pro- 
posed, in  the  house,  of  commons,  to  reduce  the  interest  of 
redeemable  funds^  and  offer  an  alternative  to  the  proprie- 
tors of  annuities.     His  plan  was  approved ;  but,  when  he 
remgned  his  pkces,  the  minister  made  some  small  altera* 
tioas  in  it,  which  furnished  him  with  a  pretence  for  oppo- 
uag  the  exes ution  of  the  scheme.     In  the  course  of  the 
debate,  some  warm  altercation  passed  between  him  and  Mr. 
Stashope,  by  which  it  appeared,  they  had  made  a  practice 
of  selling  places  and  reversions.    Mr-  Hungerford  standing 
up,  said  he  was  sorry  to  see  two  such  great  men  running 
foul  of  one  another ;  that,  however,  they  ought  to  be  looked 
apcm  aa  patriots  and  fathers  of  their  country ;  and  since 
they  had  by  mischance  discovered  their  nsJcedness,   the 
other  asembers  ought^  according  to  iht  custom  of  the  east, 
to  tttiTi  their  backs  upon  them,  that  they  might  not  be  seen 
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in  such  a  shameful  'Condition.  Mr.  Boscawen  moieed  that 
the  bouse  would  lay  their  commands  upon  them,  diat  no 
further  notice  should  be  taken  of  what  had  passed*  He 
was  seconded  by  Mr.  Methuen :  the  house  approved  of 
the  motion ;  and  the  speaker  took  their  word  and  honour 
that  they  should  not  prosecute  their  resentment.  The 
money  corporations  having  agreed  to  provide  cash  for  sudi 
creditors  as  should  be  willing  to  receive  their  principal,  the 
house  came  to  certain  resolutfons,  on  which  were  founded 
the  three  bills  that  passed  into  laws,  under  the  names  of 
^  The  South  Sea  Act,  the  Bank  Act,  and  the  General  Fund 
^  Act.*'  The  original  stock  of  the  South  Sea  company  did 
not  exceed  nine  millions  four  hundred  and  seventy-one 
thousand  three  hundred  and  twenty-five  pounds ;  but  the 
funds  granted  being  sufficient  to  answer  the  interest  of  ten 
millions  at  six  pe^  cent,  the  company  made  up  that  sum  to, 
the  government,  for  which  they  received  six  hundred  thou- 
sand pounds  yearly,  and  eight  thousand  pounds  a  year  for 
management.  By  this  act  they  declared  themselves  willing 
to  receive  five  hundred  thousand  pounds,  and  the  eight 
thousand  for  tnanagement.  It  was  enacted,  that  the  com- 
pany should  continue  a  corporation,  until  the  redemption  of 
their  annuity,  towards  which  not  less  than  a  million  should 
,be  paid  at  a  time.  They  were  likewise  required  to  advance 
a  sum  not  exceeding  two  millions,  towards  discharging  the 
principal  and  interest  due  on  the  four  lottery  funds  of  the 
ninth  and  tenth  years  of  queen  Anne.  By  the  bank  act 
the  govemdrs  and  company  declared  themselves  willing  to 
accept  an  annuity  of  eighty*eight  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  fifty-one  pounds,  seven  shillings,  and  ten-pence  half- 
peony,  or  the  principal  of  one  million  seven  hundred  and 
seventy- five  thousand  twenty-seven  pounds,  seventeen  shil- 
lings, and  ten-pence  halfpenny,  in  lieu  of  the  present  annu- 
ity, amounting  to  one  hundred  and  six  thousand  five  hun* 
dred  and  one  pounds,  thirteen  shillings,  and  five-pence. 
They  likewise  declared  themselves  willing  to  discharge, 
and  deliver  up  to  be  cancelled,  as  many  exchequer  bills  as 
amounted  to  two  millions,  and  to  accept  of  an  annuity  of 
one  hundred  thousand  pounds,  being  after  the  rate  of  five 
per  cent,  redeemable  after  one  year's  notice  9  to  circulate 
the  remaining  exchequer  bills  at  three  per  cent,  and  one 
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peony  per  day«  It  was  .eoacted,  that  the  fermer  altowaaces 
ahould  be  continued  to  Christmas,  and  then  the  bank  should 
have  for  circulating  the  two  niiUions  five  hundred  and 
sixty -one  thousand  and  twetity-five  pounds  remaining 
exchequer  bills,  an  annuity  of  seventy««ix  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirty  pounds^  fifteen  shillings,  at  the  rate  of 
three  pounds  per  cent,  till  redeemed)  over  and  above  the 
one  penny  a  day  for  interest.  By  the  same  act  the  bank 
was  required  to  advance  a  sum  not  exceeding  two  millions 
five  hundred  thousand  pounds,  towards  discharging  the 
national  debt,  if  Wanted,  on  condition  that  they  should  iiave 
five  pounds  per  cent,  for  as  much  as  they  might  advance, 
redeemable  by  parliament*  The  general  fund  act  recited 
the  several  acts  of  parliament,  for  establishing  the  four  lot- 
teries in  the  ninth  and  tenth  years  of  the  late  queen,  and 
stated  the  annual  produce  of  the  several  funds,  amounting 
in  all  tp  seven  hundred  twenty- four  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred forty^nine  pounds,  six  shillings  and  ten-pence  one 
fifth*  This  was  the  general  fund ;  the  deficiency  of  which 
was  to  be  made  good  annually,  out  of  the  first  aids  granted 
by  parliament.  For  the  regular  payment  of  all  such  annu- 
ities as  should  be  made  payable  by  this  act,  it  was  enacted, 
that  all  the  duties  and  revenues  mentioned  therein  should 
continue  for  ever,  with  the  proviso,  however,  that  the 
revenues  rendered  by  this  act  perpetual  should  be  subject 
to  redemption.  This  act  contained  a  clause  by  which  the 
sinking  fund  was  established.  The  reduction  of  interest 
to  five  per  cent,  producing  a  surplus  or  excess  upon  the 
appropriated  funds,  it  was  enacted,  that  all  the  moneys 
arising  from  time  to  time,  as  well  for  the  surplus,  by 
virtue  of  the  acts  for  redeeming  the  funds  of  the  bank  and 
of  the  South  Sea  company,  as  also  for  the  surplus  of  the 
duties  and  revenues  by  this  act  appropriated  to  tnake  good 
the  general  fund,  should  be  appropriated  and  employed  for 
the  discharging  the  principal  and  interest  of  such  national 
debt  as  was  incurred  before  the  t^venty- fifth  of  December 
of  the  preceding  year,  in  «such  manner  as  should  be  directed 
and  appointed'by  any  future  act  of  parliament,  to  be  dis- 
charged out  of  the  same,  and  for  none  other  use,  intent,  or 
purpose  whatsoever. 
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$  XLII.  Tlie'cari  erf*  Oxfoni,  who  had  now  rennias^ 
ainmt  two  years  a  {>ri8oaer  ia  the  Tower,  presented  a  pe« 
titaon  to  the  house  of  lords,  prayiiig  that  tiis  imprisonmeat 
might  not  he  uidefixnte«  Some  of  the  toiy  lords  afirmed 
that  tlie  impeachment  was  destroyed  and  determined  by 
the  propdgattoa  of  parKament,  which  superseded  the  whole 
-ptDceedings ;  hot  the  contrary  was  voted  by  a  considerable 
majority.  The  thirteenth  day  of  June  was  fixed  for  she 
trial ;  and  the  house  of  eommons  asade  acquainted  with 
this.determination*  The  commons  appointed  a  committee 
to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the  earl's  impeachment ;  and^ 
in  consequence  of  their  rqioit,  sent  a  a^ssage  to  the  k>rds^ 
demanding  longer  time  to  prepare  for  triaL  Accordingly^ 
the  day  was  prolonged  to  tlie  twenty-fourth  of  June;  and 
the  commons  appointed  a  committee,  with  four  other  mem** 
bars,  to  be  managers  for  making  good  the  articles  of  im«> 
pcachment.  At  the  appointed  time,  the  peers' repaired  to 
the  court  in  Westminster  hall,  where  lord  Cowper  presided 
as  lord  steward.  The  commons  were  assembled  as  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  house :  the  king,  the  rest  of  the  roysA 
family,  and  the  foreign  ministers,  assisted  at  die  solemnity  : 
the  earl  of  Oxford  was  brought  from  the  Tower :  the  arti- 
cles of  impeachment  were  rcad^  with  his  answers,  and  the 
replication  of  the  commons.  Sir  Joseph  Jekyll  standing 
up  to  malce  good  the  first  article,  lord  Harcourt  signified  to 
their  lordships  that  he  had  a  motion  to  make,  and  they  ad- 
journed to  tlieir  own  house.  There  he  represented,  that  m, 
great  deal  of  time  would  be  unnecessarily  consumed  in 
going  thrpn^  all  the  articles  of  the  impeachment :  that  if  the 
commons  would  malfc  good  the  two  articles  for  high  trea- 
son,, the  earl  of  Oxford  would  forfeit  both  life  and  estate, 
and  there  would  t>e  an  end  of  the  matter:  whereas,  to 
proceed  on  the  method  proposed  by  the  commons,  would 
draw  the  trial  on  to  a  prodigious  length.  He,  therefore, 
moved  that  the  commons  might  not  be  permitted  to  pro* 
ceed,  uatil  judgment  should  be  first  given  upon  the  arti- 
cles of  high  treason.  He  was  supported  by  the  earla  of 
Anglesey  and  Nottingham,  the  lord  Trevor,  and  a  coosi** 
derable  number  of  both  parties ;  and  though  opposed  by 
the  earl  of  Sunderland,  the  lords  Coningaby  and  Parker, 
the  motion  was  carried  in  the  affirmative*     It  produced  a 
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dispute  between  the  two  houses.  The  commons,  at  a  con- 
ference, delivered  a  paper,  containing  their  reasons  for 
asserting  it  as  their  undoubted  right  to  impeach  a  peer 
either  for  treason  or  for  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors ; 

^f^pshetddjthey  see  occasion,  to  mix  both  in  the  same  accu- 
sation** The  house  'of  lords  insisted  on  their  former  reso- 
lution ;  and  i?'  inbt^ier  conference  delivered  a  paper, 
wherein  they  assei^e'd  It' ',to  be  aright  inherent  in  every 
court  of  justicd  tolorder  and;  direct  such  methods  of  pro- 
feeedings  as  it  should  think  fit  to  be  observed  in  all  causes  ' 
that  fall  under  its  cognisance.  The  commons  demanded  a 
free  conference,  which  was  refused.  The  dispute  grew 
more  and  more  warm.  The  lords  sent  a  message  to  the 
lower  house,  importing,  that  they  intended  presently  to  pro- 
ceed on  the  trial  of  the  earl  of  Oxford.  The  commons 
paid  no  regard  to  this  intimation ;  but  adjourned  to  the 
third  of  July.  The  lords,  repairing  to  Westminster  hall, 
took  their  places,  ordered  the  earl  to  be  brought  to  the  bar, 
and  made  proclamation  for  his  accusers  to  appear.  Having 
waited  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  they  adjourned  to  their  own 
house,  where,  after  some  debate,  the  earl  was  acquitted 
upon  a  division :  then  returning  to  the  hall  they  voted, 
that  he  should  be  set  at  liberty.  Oxford  owed  his  safety 
to  the  dissensions  among  the  ministers,  and  to  the  late 
change  in  the  administration.  In  consequence  of  this,'  he 
was  delivered  from  the  persecution  of  Walpole ;  and  num- 
bered among  his  friends  the  dukes  of  Devonshire  and 
Argyle,  the  earls  of  Nottingham  and  Hay,  and  lord 
Townshend.  The  commons,  in  order  to  express  their 
sense  of  his  demerit,  presented  an  address  to  the  king, 
desiring  he  might  be  excepted  out  of  the  intended  act  of 
grace.  The  king  promised  to  comply  with  their  request; 
and  in  the  mean  time  forbade  the  earl  to  appear  at  court- 
On  the  fifteenth  day  of  July  the  earl  of  Sunderland  deli- 
vered in  the  house  of  peers  the  act  of  grace,  which  passed 
through  both  houses  with  great  expedition.  From  this 
indulgence  were  excepted  the  earl  of  Oxford,  Mr.  Prior, 
Mr.  Thomas  Harley,  Mr.  Arthur  Moore ;  Crisp,  Nodes, 
Obryan,  Redmame  the  printer,  and  Thompson ;  as  also  the 
assassinators  in  Newgate,  an^  the  clan  of  Macgregor  in 
Scodand.  By  virtue  of  this  act,  the  earl  of  Carnwath, 
Vol.  I!.  ,Q  g 
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the^  lorda  Widrington  and  Nairne  were  immediately  dis- 
charged ;  together  with  all  the  gentlemen  under  sentence^ 
of  death  in  Newgate,  and  those  that  were  confined  on 
account  of  the  rebellion  in  the  Fleet,  theMarshalsea,  and 
other  prisons  of  the  Icingdom.  The  act  of  grace  being 
prepared  for  the  royal  assent,  the  king  went  to  the  house 
of  peers  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  July,  and  haying  given  his 
sanction  to  all  the  bills  that  were  ready,  closed  the  session 
with  a  speech  on  the  usual  topics. 

$  XLIIL  The  proceedings  in  the  convocation  turned 
chiefly  upon  two  perforihances  of  Dr.  Hoadley,  bishop  of 
Bangor.  One  was  entitled,  "  A  Preservative  against  the 
*•  Principles  and  Practices  of  the  Nonjurors :"  the  other 
was  a  sermon  preached  before  the  king,  under  the  title  of, 
**  The  Nature  of  the  Kingdom  of  Christ."  An  answer  to 
this  discourse  was  published  by  Dr.  Snape,  master  of  Eton 
pollege,  and  the  convocation  appointed  a  committee  to  exa- 
jnine  the  bishop's  two  performances.  They  drew  up  a  repre- 
sentation^ in  which  the  Preservative  and  the  sermon  were 
censured,  as  tending  to  subvert  all  government  and  disci- 
pline in  the  church  of  Christ;  to  reduce  his  kingdom  ^o  a 
^tate  of  anarchy  ahd  confusion :  to  impugn  and  impeach 
the  royal  supremacy  in  causes  ecclesiastical^  and  the  autho* 
rity  of  the  legislature  to  enforce  obedience  in  matters  of 
religion  by  civil  sanctions.  The  government  thought  pro- 
per to  put  a  stop  to  these  proceedings  by  a  prorogation ; 
which,  however,  inflamed  the  controversy.  A  great  num- 
ber of  pens  were  drawn  against  the  bishop :  but  his  chief 
antagonists  were  Dr.  Snape  and  Dr.  Sherlock,  whom  the 
king  removed  from  the  office  of  his  chaplains :  and  the  con- 
vocation has  not  been  permitted  to  sit  and  do  business  smce 
that  period. 
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of  the  Directors  of  the  South  Sea  Company  are  confs*  | 
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cated^      $'  XXXII.  Proceedings  of  the  Commons  vnth 
respect  to  the  stock  of  the  South  Sea  Company. 

$  I.  DURING  these  transactions,  the  negotia* 
tions  of  the  north  were  continued  against  the  king  of 
Swecleh,  who  had  penetrated  into  Norway,  and  advanced 
towards  Christianstadt,  the  capital  of  that  kingdom*  The 
czar  had  sent  five-and-twenty  thousand  Russians  to  assist 
the  allies  in  the  reduction  of  Wismar,  which  he  intended  to 
bestow  upon  bis  niece^  lately  married  to  the  duke  of  Meck- 
leuiburg-Schwerin :  but,  before  his  troops  arrived,  the  place 
had  surrendered,  and  the  Russians  were  not  admitted  into 
tke  garrison,  a  circumstance  which  increased  the  misuo- 
derstanding  between  him  and  the  king  of  Great  Britain, 
Nevertheless,  he  consented  to  a  project  for  mapcing  a 
descent  upon  Sclionen,  and  actually  took  .upon  him  the  com-  * 
mand  of  the  allied  fleet;  though  he  was  not  at  all  pleased 
to  see  sir  John  Norris  in  the  Baltic,  because  he  had  formed 
designs  against  Denmark,  which  he  knew  the  £nglish 
squadron  would  protect.  He  suddenly,  desisted  from  the 
expedition  against  Schonen,  on  pretence  that  the  season  was 
too  far  advanced ;  and  the  kir^g  of  Denmark  published  a 
manifesto,  remonstrating  against  his  conduct  on  this  occa- 
sion. By  this  time  baron  Gortz  had  planned  a  paciiicatioa 
between  his  master  and  the  czar,  who  was  discontented  with 
nil  his  German  allies,  because  they  opposed  his  having  any 
footing  in  the  empire.  This  monarch  arrived  at  Amster- 
dam in  December,  whither  he  was  followed  by  the  czarina ; 
and  he  actually  resided  at  th,e  Hague  when  king  George 
passed  through  it,  in  returning  to  his  British  dominions  ; 
but  he  declined  an  interview  with  the  king  of  £ngland. 
When  Gyllenburg^s  letters  were  published  in  London,  some 
-passages  seemed  to  favour  the  supposition  of  the  czar's 
being  privy  to  the  conspiracy.  His  minister  at  the  English 
court  presented  a  long  memorial,  complaining  that  the  king 
had  caused  to  be  printed  the  malicious  insinuations  of  his 
enemies.  He  denied  his.  having  the  least  concern  in  the 
design  of  the  Swedish  king*  He  charged  the  court  of 
England  with  having  privately  treated  of  a  separate  peace 
with  Charles,  and  even  with  having  promised  to  assist  him  « 
against  the  czar,  on  condition  that  he  would  relinquish  his 
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pretensions  to  Bremen  and  Verden.  Nevertheless  he  ex-^ 
pressed  an  inclination  to  reestablish  the  ancient  good  under- 
standing,  and  to  engage  in  vigorous  measures  for  prosecu- 
ting the  war  against  the  common  enemy.  The  memorial 
was  answered  by  the  king  of  Great  Britain, 'who  assured 
the  czar  he  should  have  reason  to  be  fully  satisfied,  if  he 
would  remove  the  only  obstacle  to  their  mutual  good  un- 
derstanding:  in  okher  words,  withdraw  the  Russian  ^oops 
£rom  the  empire.  Notwithstanding  these  professions,  the 
two  monarchs  were  never  perfectly  reconciled* 

$  IL  The  czar  made  an  excursion  to  the  court  of 
France,  where  he  concluded  a  treaty  of  friehdship  with  the 
regent,  at  whose  earnest  desire  he  promised  to  recal  his 
troops  from  Mecklenburgh.  At  his  return  to  Amsterdam, 
be  had  a  private  ii^terview  with  Gortz,  who,  as  well  as  Gyl- 
lenburgh,  had  been  set  at  liberty.  Gortz  undertook  to 
adjust  all  difference  between  the  czar  and  the  king  of  Swe- 
.den  within  three  months ;  and  Peter  engaged  to  suspend 
all  operation  against  Sweden,  until  that  term 'should  be 
expired.  A  congress  was  opened  at  Abo,  between ,  thc^ 
Swedish  and  Russian  ministers ;  but  the  conferences  were 
afterwards  removed  to  Aland.  By  this  convention,  the 
czar  obliged  himself  to  assist  Charles  in  the  conquest  of 
Norway;  and  they  promised  to  unite  all  their  forces  against 
the  king  of  Great  Britain,  should  he  presume  to  interpose* 
Both  were  incensed  against  that  prince ;  and  one  part  of 
their  design  was  to  raise  the  pretender  to  the  throne  of 
England.  Baron  Gortz  set  out  from  Aland  for  Frederlck- 
sUdt  in  Norway,  with  the  plan  of  peace :  but,  before  he 
arrived,  Charles  was  killed  by  a  cannon  ball  from  the  town, 
as  he  visited  the  trenches,  on  the  thirtieth  of  November. 
Baron  Gortz  was  immediately  arrested,  and  brought  to  the 
scaffold  by  the  nobles  of  Sweden,  whose  hatred  he  had 
incurred  by  his  insolence  of  behaviour.  The  death  of 
Charles  was  fortunate  for  king  George.  Sweden  was  now 
obliged  to  submit ;  while  the  czar,  the  king  of  Denmark, 
and  the  elector  of  Hanover,  kept  possession  of  what  they 
had  acquired  in  the  course  of  the  war. 

§  III.  Thus  Bremen  and  Verden  were  secured  to  the 
house  of  Hanover :  an  acquisition  towards  which  the  Eng- 
lish nation  contributed  by  her  money,  as  well  as  by  her 
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arms :  an  acquisition  made  in  contradiction  to  the  engage- 
ments into- which  England  entered  when  king  Wtltiani  he- 
came  guarantee  for  Uie  treaty  of  Travendahl :  an  acquisi- 
tton  that  may  be  considered  as  the  first  link  of  a  politioftl 
chain  by  which  the  English  nai^tion  was  dragged  back  into 
expensive  connexions  with  the  continent.  The  king  bad 
not  yet  received  the  investiture  of  the- dutchies  r  and,  until 
that  should  be  procured,  it  was  necessary  to  espouse  with 
warmth  the  interest  of  the  emperor.  This  was  another 
source  of  misunderstsinding  between  Great  Britain  and 
Spain.  Prince  Eugene  gained  another  complete  victory 
over  a  prodigious  army  of  the  Turks  at  Belgrade,  which 
was  surrendered  to  him  after  the  battle.  The  emperor  had 
>  engaged  in  this  war  as  an  ally  of  the  Venetians,  wholb  the 
Turks  had  attacked,  and  driven  from  the  Morea.  The 
pope xonsidered  it  as  a  religious  war  against  the  infidels; 
and  obtained  repeated  assurances  from  the  king  of  Sfmm, 
that  he  would  not  undertake  any  thing  against  the  emperor, 
while  he  was  engaged  in  such  a  laudable  quarrel.  Philip 
had  even  sent  a  sqiiadron  of  ships  and  gallies  to  the  a6«ls^ 
tance  of  the  Venetians.  In  the  course  of  this  year,  how* 
ever,  he  equipped  a  strong  armament,  the  command  of  which 
he  bestowed  on  the  marquis  de  Lede,  who  sailed  from 
Barcelona  in  Jul}',  and  landing  at  Cagliari  in  Ssuttinia, 
which  belonged  to  the  emperor,  made  a  conquest  of  the 
wlwle  island.  At  the  same  time,  the  king  of  Spain  endesK 
V cured  to  justify  these  proceedings  by  a  manifesto,  in. which 
he  allegtd  that  the  Archduke,  contrary  to  the  faith  of 
treaties,  encouraged  and  supported  the  rebellion  of  bis  sab* 
jects  in  Catalonia,  by  frequent  8\iccours  from  Naples,  and 
otfier  places ;  and  that  the  great  inquisitor  of  Spain  had 
been  seized,  though  furnished  with  a  passport  from  his 
holiness.  Me  promised,  however,  to  proceed  no  further, 
and  suspend  all  operations,  that  the  powers  of  Europe 
might  have  time  and  opportunity  to  contrive  expedients  for 
reconciling  all  differences,  and  securing  the  peace  and 
balance  of  power  in  Italy :  nay,  he  consented  that  this  im- 
portant aflfiiir  should  be  It^it  to  the  arbitration  of  king 
George  and  the  states  gtncr.il.  These  powers  undertook 
the  office.  Conferences  were  begun  between  the  ministers 
of  the  emperor,  France,  England,  and  Holland;  and  tbQ«« 
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produced,  in  tbe  eoorse  of  the  following  year,  tbe  famous 
qUadrapk  alliance.  In  this  treaty  it  was  stipulated,  that 
the  emperor  should  renounce  all  pretensions  to  the  crown  of 
Spain,  and  exchange  Sardinia  for  Sicily,  with  the  duke  of 
Savoy ;  that  the  succession  to  the  dutchies  of  Tuscany, 
Parma,  and  Plaeentia,  which  the  queen  of  Spain  claimed 
by  inheritance,  as^  princess  of  the  house  of  Famese,  should 
be  setded  on  her  eldest  son,  in  case  the  present  possessors 
stMKild  die  without  male  issue.  Philip,  dissatisfied  with 
this  partition,  continued  to  make  formidable  preparations 
bj  sea  and  land.  The  king  of  England  and  the  regent  of 
Prance  interposed  their  admonitions  to  no  purpose.  At 
length  his  Britannic  majesty  had  recourse  to  more  substan- 
tia arguments,  and  ordered  a  strong  squadron  to  be 
equipped  with  all  possible  expedition.* 

$  IV.  On  the  third  day  of  November,  the  princess  of 
Wales  was  delivered  of  a  prince,  the  ceremony  of  whose 
baptism  was  productive  of  a  difference  between  the  grand- 
father and  the  father,  llie  prince  of  Wales  intended  that 
bis  unck,  the  duke  of  York,  should  stand  godfather^  The 
king  ordered  the  duke  of  Newcastle  to  stand  for  himself. 
After  the  ceremony,  the  prince  expressed  his  resentment 
against  this  nobleman  in  very  warm  terms.  The.  king 
ordered  the  prince  to  confine  himself  within  his  owx\  apart« 
ments ;  and  afterwards  signified  his  pleasure  that  he  should 
quit  the  palace  of  St.  Jaiiies.  He  retired  with  the  princess 
to  a  house  belonging  to  the  earl  of  Grantham ;  but  the 
children  were  detained  at  the  palace.  All  peers  and  peer« 
esses,  and  all  privy  counsellors  and  their  wives,  were  given 
to  understand,  that  in  case  they  visited  the  prince  and  prin- 

m  The  prttendeis  who  i«aded  Rt  UrbiDO,  having  received  intelligence  firon 
Paris,  Uiat  there  was  a  flesiga  formed  against  Iiis  life,  pope  Clement  XI.  gave 
direetkmt  that  all  loreiencrt  in  that  neigfaboai*hOod,  c«ipecially  Kngltsh,  shoulcl  he 
arrested.  The  carl  of  reterborough  arriving  at  Dologna,  witli  a  few  anned  fol- 
lowers, was  tened,  with  all  his  pafiers.  Being  interi'Ogutcd,  he  said  lie  came  to 
f0m  BOOM  time  in  lulv,  for  tbe  benefit  of  the  air.  He  was  close  confined  for  a 
whole  month  in  Fort  Urbhio,  and  his  attendants  were  sent  to  priNOu.  Nothing 
^pearing  to  j|usti(y  the  sastiieioo.  he  was  dismissed  with  uncommon  civility.  The 
kmg  demanding  reparation  for  this  insult,  the  poi>e  wrote  n  ith  his  own  hand  a 
letter  to  an  ally  of  Great  Britain,  declaring  that  tht*  le^te  of  Bologna  had  vie 
faatir  aftd  anjuttly,  withoat  the  knowledge  of  his  holiness,  caused  the'  earl  of 
reterborough  to  fa«  seited  upon  suspicions  which  pro\cd  to  bie  ill  grounded.  The 
csffiiniAl  legate  sent  a  dealavation  to  the  Knglish  admiral  in  themediterranrau, 
ihaC  he  hid  asked  •  foqiiveoess  of  his  lioUucas,  and  now  begged  pardon  of  his 
Uritannlc  majesty^  for  having  unadvisedly  arrested  a  peer  of  Cireat  Britain  on  his 
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cess,  they  should  have  no  access  to  his  majesty's  presence ; 
and  all  who  enjoyed  posts  and  places  under  both  king  and 
prince  were  obliged  to  quit  the  service  ofan^j^lcSi^My^ntSiLy^^ 
their,  option.  When  the  parliament  mSfoSTtfie  twetity-< 
first  day  of  November,  the  king,  in  his  speecK,  told  both 
houses  that  he  had  reduced  the  army  to.  vei^iiear  one  half, 
since  the  beginning  of  the  last  session  :<  he  expressed  his 
(desire  that  all  those  who  w^ere  friends  to  the  present  happy 
establishment  might  unanimously  concur  in  some  proper 
method  for  the  greater  strengthening  the  protestant  inter- 
est, of  which,  as  the  church  of  England  was  unquestion- 
ably the  main  support  and  bulwark,  so  would  she  reap  the 
principal  benefit  of  every  advantage  accruing  from  the 
union  and  mutual  charity  of  all  protestants*  After  the 
addresses  of  thanks,  which  were  couched  in  the  usual 
style,  the  commons  proceeded  to  take  into  consideration 
the  estimates  and  accounts,  in  order  to  settle  the  establish- 
ment of  the  army,  navy,  and  ordnance.  Ten  thousand 
men  were  voted  for  the  sea  service.  When  the  supply  for 
the  army  fell  under  deliberation,  a  very  warm '  debate  en- 
sued, upon  the  number  of  troops  necessary  to  be  main- 
tained. Sir  William  Wyndham,  Mr.  Shippen,  and  Mr. 
Walpole,  in  a  long  elaborate  harangue,  insisted  upon  its 
being  reduced  to  twelve  thousand.  They  were  answered 
by  Mr.  Cr^ggs,  secretary  at  war,  and  sir  David  Dalrym- 
ple.     Mr.  Shippen  in  the  course  of  the  debate,  said  the  | 

second  paragraph  of  the  king's  speech  seemed  rather  to  be 
calculated  for  the   meridian  of  Germany  than  for  Great 
3ritain ;  and  it  was  a  great  misfortune  that  the  king  was  a         j 
stranger  to  our  language  and  constitution.     Mr.  Lechmere         ' 
affirmed  this  was  a  scandalous  invective  against  the  king's 
person  and  governmfent ;  and  moved  that  he  who  uttered 
it  should  be  sent  to  the  Tower.     Mr.  Shippen,  refusing  to         | 
retract  or  excuse  what  he  had  said,  was  .voted  to  the  Tower 
by  a  great  majority ;  and  the  number  of  standing  forces 
was  fixed  at  sixteen  thousand  three  hundred  and  fort}*- 
seven  effective  men. 

§  V.  On  account  of  the  great  scarcity  of  silver  coin, 
QCcasioHQd  by  the  exportation  of  silver,  and  the  importa-         j 
tion  of  gold,  a  motion   was   made   to   put  a  stop  to  this         | 
growing  evil  by  loweriitg  tlie  value   of  gold  specie.     The 
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commoDs  examined  a  representation  which  had  been  made 
to  the  treasury  by  sir  Isaac  Newton,  master  of  the  mint, 
on  this  subject.  Mn  Caswell  explained  the  nature  of  a 
clandestine  trade  carried  on  by  the  Dutch  and  Hamburgh- 
ers,  in  concert  with  the  Jews  of  England  and  other  traders, 
for  exporting  the  silver  coin  and  importing  gold,  which 
being  coined  at  the  mint,  yielded  a  profit  of  fifteen  pence 
upon  every  guinea.  The  house  in  an  address  to  the  kmg, 
desired  that  a  proclamation  might  be  issued,  forbidding  all 
persons  to  utter  or  receive  guineas  at  a  higher  rate  than 
one-and*twenty  shillings  each.  His  majesty  complied  with 
their  request ;  but  people  hoarding  up  their  silver,  in  hopes 
that  the  price  of  it  would  be  raised,  or  in  apprehension 
that  the  gold  would  be  lowered  still  farther,  the  two  houses 
resolved  that  the  standard  of  the  gold  and  silver  coins  of 
the  kingdom  should  not  be  altered  in  fineness,  weight  or 
denomination ;  and  they  ordered  a  bill  to  be  brought  in,  to 
prevent  the  melting  down  of  the  silver  coin.  At  this 
period,  one  James  Shepherd,  a  youth  of  eighteen,  apprentice 
to  a  coachmaker,  and  an  enthusiast  in  jacobitism,  sent  a 
letter  to  a  nonjuring  clergyman,  proposing  a  scheme  for 
assassinating  king  George.  He  was  immediately  appre- 
hended, owned  the  design,  was  tried,  condemned,  and 
executed  at  Tyburn.  This  was  likewise  the  fate  of  the 
marquis  de  Palleotti,  an  Italian  nobleman,  brother  to  the 
dutchess  of  Shrewsbury.  He  had,  in  a  transport  of  pas- 
sion, killed  his  own  servant ;  and  seemed  indeed  to  b»  dis- 
ordered in  his  brain.  After  he  had  received  sentence  of 
death,  the  king's  pardon  was  earnestly  solicited  by  his  sis* 
ter,  the  dutchess,  and  many  other  persons  of  the  first  dis- 
tinction :  but  the  common  people  became  so  clamorous, 
that  it  was  thought  dangerous  to  rescue  him  from  the  pe- 
nalties of  the  law,  which  he  accordingly  underwent  in  the 
most  ignominious  manner.  No  subject  produced  so  much 
heat  and  altercation  in  parliament  during  this  session,  as 
did  the  bill  for  regulating  the  land  forces,  and  punishing 
mutiny  and  desertion;  a  bill  which  was  looked  upon  as  an 
encroachment  upon  the  liberties  and  constitution^  of  Eng- 
land, inasmuch  as  it  established  martial  law,  which  wrested 
from  the  civil  magistrate  the  cognisance  of  crimes  and 
misdemeanors  committed  by  the  soldiers  and  officers  of  the 
Vol.  II.  H  h 
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army :  a  jtirisdicition  inconsistent  with  the  gentiis  and  dta« 
position  of  the  people*  The  dangers  that  might  accrue 
from  such  a  power  were  explained  in  the  lower  house  by 
Mr.  Hutchinson^  Mr.  Harley,  and  Mr.  Robert  Walpole, 
which  last,  however,  voted  afterwards  for  the  bill.  In  the 
house  of  lords,  it  was  strenuously  opposed  by  the  earb  of 
Oxford,  Strafford,  and  lord  Harcourt.  Their  objection^ 
were  answered  by  lord  Carteret.  The  bill  passed  by  a 
great  majority ;  but  divers  lords  entered  a  protest.  This 
affair  being  discussed,  a  bill  was  brought  in  for  vesting  in 
trustees  the  forfeited  estates  in  Britain  .and  Ireland,  to  be 
sold  for  the  use  of  the  public ;  for  giving  relief  to  lawful 
creditors,  by  determining  the  claims,  and  for  the  more 
effectual  bringing  into  the  respective  exchequers  the  rents 
and  profits  of  the  estates  till  sold.  The  time  of  claiming 
was  prolonged :  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  pounds  was 
reserved  out  of  the  sale  of  the  estates  in  Scotland,  for 
erecting  schools ;  and  eight  thousand  pounds  for  building 
barracks  in  that  kingdom.  The  king  having  dignified,  by 
a  message  to  the  house  of  commons,  that  he  had  lately 
received  such  information  from  abroad,  as  gave  reason  to 
believe  that  a  naval  force,  employed  where  it  should  be 
necessary,  would  give  weight  to  his  endeavours  ;**  he  there* 
fore,  thought  fit  to  acquaint  the  house  with  this  circum* 
stance,  not  doubting  but  that  in  case  he  should  be  obliged, 
at  this  critical  juncture,  to  exceed  the  number  of  men 
granted  this  year  for  the  sea  service,  the  house  would  pro- 
vide for  such  exceeding.  The  commons  immediately 
drew  up  and  presented  an  address,  assuring  his  majesty 
that  they  would  make  good  such  exceedings  of  seamen  as 
ht  should  find  necessary  to  preserve  the  tranquillity  of 
Europe.  On  the  twenty-first  day  of  March,  the  king 
Went  to  the  house  of  peers,  and  having  passed  the  bills 
that  were  ready  for  the  royal  assent,  ordered  the  parliament 
to  be  prorogued.' 


b  Oldmixon.  Annals.  Lambertj.  Barchet  Hist.  Beg.  Tiodal. '  St 
Trials.    Parlia.    Botingbr.    LiTes  of  the  Admirals. 

e  Earl  Cowper,  lord  chancellor,  resigned  the  great  seal ;  which  was  at  first 
jpiit  in  commission,  but  afterwards  ^vet\  to  lord  Parker,  as  high  ehancellor.  'f  hft 
earl  of  Sunderland  was  made  president  of  the  council,  and  first  commissioner  of 
the  treasuiy,  lord  Stanhope  and  Mr.  (^raggs  were  appointed  secretaries  of  state, 
lord  Stanhope  and  lord  Cadegiin  were  afterwards  created  earls. 
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$  VI.  The  king  of  Spain,  by  the  care  and  indefatiga- 
ble diligence  of  his  prime  minister,  cardinal  Alberoni, 
equipped  a  very  formidFable  armament,  which,  in  the  begin- 
ning of  June,*  set  sail  from  Barcelona  towards  Italy ;  but 
the  de&tination  of  it  was  not  known*  A  strong  squa- 
dron having  been  fitted  out  in  England,  the  marquis  de 
Monteleone,  ambassador  from  Spain,  presented  a  memorial 
to  the  British  ministry,  importing  that  so  powerful  an  ar- 
mament in  time  of  peace  could  not  but  give  umbrage  to  the 
king  his  master,  and  alter  the  good  intelligence  that  subsist- 
ed between  the  two  crowns.  In  answer  to  this  representa- 
tion, the  ministers  declared  that  the  king  intended  to  send 
admiral  Byng  with  a  powerful  squadron  into  the  Mediterra- 
nean, to  maintain  the  neutrality  in  Italy.  Meanwhile,  the 
negotiations  between  the  English  and  French  ministers 
produced  the  quadruple  alliance,  by  which  king  George  and 
die  regent  prescribed  a  peace  between  the  emperor,  the  king 
of  Spain,  and  the  king  of  Sicily,  and  undertook  to  compel 
Philip  and  the  Savoyard  to  submit  to  such  conditions  as 
they  had  concerted  with  his  Imperial  majesty.  These  pow- 
ers were  allowed  only  three  months  to  consider  the  articles, 
and  declare  whether  they  would  reject  them,  or  acquiesce 
in  the  partition.  Nothing  could  be  more  contradictory  to 
the  true  interest  of  Great  Britain  than  this  treaty,  which 
destroyed  the  balance  in  Italy,  by  throwing  such  an  acces- 
sion of  power  into  the  hands  of  the  house  of  Austria.  It 
interrupted  the  commerce  with  Spain;  involved  the  king- 
dom in  an  immediate  war  with  that  monarchy ;  and  gave  rise 
to  all  the  quarrels  and  disputes  which  have  arisen  between 
England  and  Spain  in  the  sequel.  The  states  general  did 
not  approve  of  such  violent  measures,  and  for  some  time 
kept  aloof:  but  at  length  they  acceded  to  the  quadruple 
alliance,  which  indeed  was  no  other  than  a  very,  expensive 
compliment  to  the  emperor,  who  was  desirous  of  adding 
Sicily  to  his  other  Italian  dominions. 

$  VII.  The  king  of  England  had  used  some  endea- 
vours to  compromise  the  difference  between  his  Imperial 
majesty  and  the  Spanish  branch  of  the  house  of  Bourbon. 
Lord  Stanhope  had  been  sent  to  Madrid,  with  a  plan  of 
pacification,  which  being  rejected  by  Philip,  as  partial  and 

•  An.  ini. 
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iniquitous,  the  king  determined  to  support  his  mediation  by 
force  of  arms.  Sir  George  Byng  sailed  from  Spithead  on 
the  fourth  day  of  June,  with  twenty  ships  of  the  line,  two 
fire  ships,  two  bomb  vessels,  and  ample  instructions  how  to 
act  on  all  emergencies.  He  arrived  off  Cape  St.  Vincent 
on  the  thirtieth  day  of  the  month,  and  despatched  his  secre- 
tary to  Cadiz,  with  a  letter  to  colonel  Stanhope^  the  British 
minister  at  Madrid,  desiring  him  to  inform  his  most  catho« 
lie  majesty  of  the  admiral's  arriving  in  those  parts,  and  lay 
before  him  this  article  of  his  instructions;  *"*"  You  are  to 
*^  make  instances  with  both  parties  to  cease  from  using  any 
^^  further  acts  of  hostility  :  but  in  case  the  Spaniards  do 
^^  still  insist,  w^ith  their  ships  of  war  and  forces,  to  attack 
**  the  kingdom  of  Naples,  or  other  the  territories  of  the 
*^  emperor  in  Italy,  or  to  land  in  any  part  of  Italy,  which 
**  can  only  be  with  a  design  to  invade  the  emperor's 
*^  dominions,  against  whom  only  they  have  declared  war  by 
**  invading  Sardinia;  or  if  they  should  endeavour  to  make 
^*  themselves  masters  of  the  kingdom  of  Srcily ,  which  must 
'*  be  with  a  design  to  invade  the  kingdom  of  Naples ;  in 
"  which  case  you  are,  with  all  your  power,  to  hinder  and 
*^  obstruct  the  same.  If  it  should  so  happen,  that  at  youx 
*^  arrival,  with  our  fleet  under  your  command,  in  the  Medi- 
**  terranean,  the  Spaniards  should  already  have  landed  any 
**  troops  in  Italy,  in  order  to  invade  the  emperor's  tcrrito- 
^^  ries,  you  shall  endeavour  amicably  to  dissuade  them  from 
^^  persevering  in  such  an  attempt,  and  oflFer  them  your 
^*'  assistance  to  help  them  to  withdraw  their  troops,  and  put 
^^  an  end  to  all  further  acts  of  hostility.  ^But  in  case  these 
"  your  friendly  endeavours  should  prove  ineffectual,  you 
"  shall,  by  keeping  company  with,  or  intercepting  their 
•'  ships  or  convoy ;  or  if  it  be  necessary,  by  openly  oppos* 
•'  ing  them,  defend  the  emperor's  territories  firom  any  fur- 
**'ther  attempt."  When  cardinal  Alberoni  perused  these 
instructions,  he  told  colonel  Stanhope,  with  some  warmth, 
that  his  master  would  run  all  hazards,  and  even  suffer 
himself  to  be  driven  out  of  Spain,  rather  than  recal  his 
troops,  or  consent  to  a  suspensicm  of  arms.  He  said  the 
Spaniards  were  not  to  be  frightened;,  and  he  was  so  well 
convinced  that  the  fleet  would  do  their  duty,  tliat  in  case 
of  their  being  attacked  by  admiral  Byng,  he  should  be  in 
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no  pain  for  the  success.  Mr.  Stanhope  presenting  him 
with  a  list  of  the  British  squadron,  he  threw  it  upon  the 
ground  with  great  emotion.  He  promised,  however,  to 
lay  the  admiral's  letter  before  the  king,  and  to  let  the  envoy 
know  his  majesty's  resolution.  Such  an  interposition  could 
not  but  be  very  provoking  to  the  >  Spanish  minister,  who 
had  laid  his  account  with  the  conquest  of  Sicily,  and  for 
that  purpose  prej^ared  an  armament  which  was  altogether 
surprising,  considering  the  late  shattered  condition  of  the 
Spanish  affairs.  But  he  seems  to  have  put*  too  much  con- 
fidence in  the  strength  of  the  Spanish  fleet*  In  a  few  days 
he  sent  back  the  admiral's  letter  to  Mr.  Stanhope,  with  a 
note  under  it,  iniporting,  that  the  chevaljer  Byng  might 
execute  the  orders  he  had  received  from  the  king  his 
master. 

$  VIII.  The  admiral,  in  passing  by  Gibraltar,  was 
joined  by  vice-admiral  Cornwall,  with  two  ships.  He  pro- 
ceeded to  Minorca,  where  he  relieved  the  garrison  of  Port 
Mahon.  Then  he  sailed  for  Naples,  where  he  arrived  on 
the  first  day  of  August,  and  was  received  as  a  deliverer : 
for  the  Neapolitans  had  been  under  the  utmost  terror  of  an 
invasion  from  the  Spaniards.  Sir  George  Byng  received 
intelligence  from  the  viceroy,  count  Daun,  who  treated 
him  with  the  most  distinguishing  marks  of  respect,  that  the 
Spanish  army,  amounting  to  thirty  thousand  men,  com- 
manded by  the  marquis  de  Lede,  had  landed  in  Sicily, 
reduced  Palermo  and  Messina,  and  were  then  employed  in 
the  siege  of  the  citadel  belonging  to  this  last  city ;  that  the 
Piedmontese  garrison  would  be  obliged  to  surrender,  if  not 
speedily  relieved:  that  an  alliance  was  upon  the  carpet 
between  the  emperor  and  the  king  of  Sicily,  which  last  had 
desired  the  assistance  of  the  Imperial  troops,  and  agreed  to 
receive  them  into  the  citadel  of  Messina.  The  admiral  im- 
mediately resolved  to  sail  thither,  and  took  under  his  con- 
voy a  reinforcement  of  two  thousand  Germans  for  the  cita- 
del, under  the  command  of  general  Wetzel.  He  forthwith 
sailed  from  Naples,  and  on  the  ninth  day  of  August  was  in 
sight  of  the  Faro  of  Messina.  He  despatched  his  own  cap- 
tain with  a  polite  message  to  the  marquis  de  Lede,  |H'opo- 
sing  a  cessation  of  arms  in  Sicily  for  two  months,  that  the 
powers  of  Europe  might  have  time  to  concert  measures  for 


jj4.(J  HISTORY  OF -ENGLAND.  |y|g^ 

restoring  a  lasting  peace ;  and  declaring,  that  should  this 
proposal  be  rejected,  he  would,  in  pursuance  of  his  direc* 
tions,  use  all  his  force  to  prevent  further  attemps  to  disturb 
the  dominions  his  master  had  engaged  to  defend.  The 
Spanish  general  answered,  that  he  had  no  power  to  treat,  and 
consequently  could  not  agree  to  an  armistice,  but  should 
obey  his  orders,  which  directed  him  to  reduce  Sicily  forhis 
master  the  king  of  Spain.  The  *  Spanish  fleet  had  sailed 
from  the  harbour  of  Messina  on  the  day  before  the  English 
squadron  appeared.  Admiral  Byng  supposed  they  had 
retired  to  Msdta,  and  directed  his  course  towards  Messina,  in 
order  to  encourage  and  support  the  garrison  in  the  citadel. 
But,  in  doubling  the  point  of  Faro,  he  descried  two  Spanish 
scouts,  and  learned  from  the  people  of  a  felucca  from  the 
Calabrian  sho^^e,  that  they  had  seen  from  the  hills  the  Span- 
ish fleet  lying  to  in  order  of  battle.  The  admiral  imme- 
diately detached  the  German  troops  to  Reggio,  under 
convoy  of  two  ships  of  war.  Then  he  stood  through  the 
Faro  after  the  Spanish  scouts  that  led  him  to  their  main 
fleet,  which  before  noon  he  descried  in  line  of  battle, 
amounting  to  seven-and-twenty  sail,  large  and  small,  besides 
two  fire  ships,  four  bomb  vessels,  and  seven  gallies.  They 
were  commanded  in  chief  by  Don  Antonio  de  Castanita, 
under  whom  were  the  four  rear  admirals  Chacon,  Mari, 
Guevara,  and  Cammock.  At  sight  of  the  English  squa- 
dron,  they  stood  away  large,  and  Byng  gave  chace  all  the 
rest  of  the  day.  In  the  morning,  which  was  the  eleventh 
of  August,  rear  admiral  de  Mari,  with  six  ships  of  war, 
the  gallies,  fireships  and  bomb  ketches  separated  ftom  the 
main  fleet,  and  stood  in  for  the  Sicilian  shore.  The  Eng- 
lish admiral  detached  captain  Walton  with  five  ships  in  pur- 
suit of  them ;  and  they  were  soon  engaged.  He  himself 
continued  to  chase  their  main  fleet ;  and  about  ten  o'clock 
the  battle  began.  The  Spaniards  seemed  to  be  distracted 
in  their  councils,  and  acted  in  confusion.  They  made  a 
running  fight:  yet  the  admirals  behaved  with  courage 
and  activity,  in  spite  of  which  they  '^ere  all  taken,  except 
Cammock,  who  made  his  escape  with  three  ships  of  war 
'  and  three  frigates.  In  this  engagement,  which  happened 
ofl*  Cape  Passaro,  captain  Haddock,  of  the  Grafton,  signa- 
lized his  courage  in  an  extraordinary  manner.     On  the 
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eighteenth  the  admiral  recei\ned  a  letter  from  captain  Wal- 
ton, dated  off  Syracuse,  intimating  that  he  had  taken  four 
Spanish  ships  of  war,  together  with  a  bomb  ketch,  and  a 
vessel  laden  with  arms  :  and  that  he  had  burned  four  ships 
of  the  line,  a  fire  ship,  and  a  bomb  vessel.**  Had  the  Span- 
iards followed  the  advice  of  rear  admiral  Cammock,  who 
was  a  native  of  Ireland,  sir  George  Byng  would  not  have 
obtained  such  an  easy  victory.  That  officer  proposed  that 
they  should  remain  at  anchor  in  the  road  pf  Paradise,  with 
their  broadsides  to  the  sea ;  in  which  case  the  English 
admiral  would  have  found  it  a  ver^'  difficult  task  to  attack 
them  ;  for  the  coast  is  so  bold,  that  the  largest  ships  could 
ride  with  a  cable  ashore ;  whereas  farther  out  the  currents 
are  so  various  and  rapid,  that  the  English  squadron  could 
not  have  come  to  anchor,  or  lie  near  them  in  order  of  battle : 
besides  the  Spaniards  might  have  been  reinforced  from  the 
army  on  shore,  which  would  have  raised  batteries  to  annoy 
the  assailants.  Before  king  George  had  received  an  account 
of  this  engagement  from  the  admiral,  he  wrote  him  a  letter 
with  his  own  hand,  approving  his  conduct.  When  sir 
George's  eldest  son  arrived  in  England,  with  a  circumstan- 
tial account  of  the  action,  he  was  graciously  received,  and 
sent  back  with  plenipotentiary  powers  to  his  father,  that  he 
might  negotiate  with  the  several  princes  and  states  of  Italy, 
as  he  should  see  occasion.  The  son  likewise  carried  the 
king's  royal  grant  to  the  officers  and  seamen,  of  the  prizes 
they  had  taken  from  the  Spaniards.  Notwithstanding  this 
victory,  the  Spanish  army  carried  on  the  siege  of  the  citadel 
of  Messina  with  such  vigour,  that  the  governor  surrendered 
the  place  by  capitulation  on  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  Sep- 
tember. A  treaty  was  now  concluded  at  Vienna  between 
the  emperor  and  the  duke  of  Savoy.  They  agreed  to  form 
an  army  for  the  conquest  of  Sardinia  in  behalf  of  the  duke  ; 
and  in  the  mean  time  this  prince  engaged  to  evacuate  Sicily ; 
hut  until  his  troops  could  be  conveyed  from  that  island,  he 
consented  that  they  should  cooperate  with  the  Germans 
against  the  common  enemy.     Admiral  Byng  continued  to 

d  lliis  letter  is  jusUy  deemed  u,  curioas  specimen  of  the  Iftconie  style. 

"Sir, 
*'  We  have  tiikcn  and  destroyed  all  the  Spanish  ships  and  vessels  which  were 
"  upon  the  coast :  the  number  as  per  margin.     1  am,  &c. 

G.  WALTON." 
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assist  the  imperialists  in  Sicily  during  the  best  part  of  the 
winter,  by  scouring  the  sciS  of  the  Spaniards,  and  keeping 
the  communication  open  between  the  German  forces  and  the 
Calabrian  shore,  from  whence  they  were  supplied  with  pro- 
visions. He  acted  in  this  service  with  equal  conduct,  reso- 
lution, and  activity.  He  conferred  with  the  viceroy  of 
Naples,  and  the  other  Imperial  generals  about  the  opera- 
tions of  the  ensuing  campaign,  and  count  Hamilton  was  des- 
patched to  Vienna,  to  lay  before  the  emperor  the  result  of 
their  deliberations :  then  the  admiral  set  sail  for  Mahoo, 
where  the  ships  might  be  refitted,  and  put  in  a  condition  to 
take  the  sea  in  the  spring. 

$  IX.  The  destruction  of  the  Spanish  fleet  was  a  sub- 
ject that  employed  the  deliberations  and  conjectures  of  all 
the  politicians  in  Europe.  Spain  exclaimed  against  the 
conduct  of  England,  as  inconsistent  with  the  rules  of  good 
faith,  for  the  observation  of  which  she  had  always  been  so 
famous.  The  marquis  de  Monteleone  wrote  a  letter  to  Mr. 
secretary  Craggs,  in  which  he  expostulated  with  him  upon 
such  an  unprecedented  outrage.  Cardinal  Alberoni,  in  a  letter 
to  that  minister,  inveighed  against  it  as  a  base  unworthy 
action.  He  said  the  neutrality  of  Italy  was  a  weak  pre- 
tence, since  every  body  knew  that  neutrality  had  long  been 
at  an  end ;  and  that  the  prince's  guarantees  of  the  treaty  of 
Utrecht  were  entirely  discharged  from  their  engagements, 
not  only  by  the  scandalous  infringements  committed  by  the 
Austrians  in  the  evacuation  of  Catalonia  and  Majorca;  but 
also  because  the  guarantee  was  no  longer  binding  than  till 
a  peace  was  concluded  with  France.  He  taxed  the  British 
ministry  with  having  revived  and  supported  this  neutrality, 
not  by  an  amicable  mediation,  but  by  open  violence,  and 
artfully  abusing  the  confidence  and  security  of  the  Span- 
iards. This  was  the  language  of  disappointed  ambition. 
Nevertheless  it  must  be  owned,  that  the  conduct  of  Eng- 
land, on  this  occasion,  was  irregular,  partial,  and  precipitate. 

§  X.  The  parliament  meeting  on  the  eleventh  day  of 
Nov.ember,  the  king,  in  his  speech,  declared  that  the  court 
of  Spain  had  rejected  all  his  amicable  proposals,  and  broke 
through  their  most  solemn  engagements,  for  the  security  of 
the  British  commerce.  To  vindicate,  therefore,  the  faith  of 
his  former  treaties,  as  well  as  to  maintain  those  he  had  lately 
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made,  and  to  protect  and  defend  the  trade  of  his  subjects, 
which  had  in  every  branch  been  violently  and  unjustly  op-* 
pressed,  it  became  jnecessary  for  his  naval  forces  to  check 
their  progress  :  that  notwithstanding  the  success  of  his  arms, 
that  court  had  lately  given  orders  at  all  ihe  ports  of  Spaia 
and  of  the  West  Indies  to  fit  out  privateers  against  the 
English.  He  said  he  was  persuaded,  that  a  British  parlia- 
ment would  enable  him  to  resent  such  treatment ;  and  he 
assured  them  that  his  good  brother,  the  regent  of  France, 
was  ready  to  concur  with  him  in  the  most  vigourous  mea<- 
sures.  A  strong  opposition  was  made  in  both  houses  to  the 
motion  for  an  address  of  thanks  and  congratulation  proposed 
by  lord  Carteret.  Several  peers  observed,  that  such  an  ad- 
dress was,  in  effect,  to  approve  a  seafight  which  might  be 
attended  with  dangerous  consequences,  and  to  give  the 
sanction  of  that  august  assembly  to  measures  which,  upon 
examination,  might  appear  either  to  clash  with  the  law  of 
na;ions,  or  former  treaties,  or  to  be  prejudicial  to  the  trade 
of  Great  Britain :  that  they  ought  to  proceed  with  the  ut- 
most caution  and  maturest  deliberation,  in  an  affair  wherein 
the  hoaour,  as  well  as  the  interest  of  the  nation,  were  so 
highly  concerned.  Lord  Strafford  moved  for  an  address^ 
that  sir  George  Byng^s  instructions  might  be  laid  before  the 
house.  Earl  Stanhope  replied,  that  there  was  no  occasion 
iov  such  an  address,  since  by  his  majesty^s  command  he 
had  already  laid  before  the  house  the  treaties,  of  which  the 
late  seafight  was  ,a  consequence :  particularly  the  treat\'  for 
a  defensive  alliance  between  the  emperor  and  his  majesty, 
concluded  at  Westminister  on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  May^ 
in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixteen :  and  the 
treaty  and  alliance  for  restoring  and  settling  the  public 
peace,  signed  at  London  on  the  twenty-second  day  of  July* 
He  affirmed,  that  the  court  of  Spain  had  jviolated  the  treaty 
of  Utrecht  and  acted  against  the  public  faith,  in  attacking 
the  emperor's  dominions,  while  he,  was  engaged  in  a  war 
against  the  enemies  of  Christendom :  that  they  had  rejected 
his  majesty's  friendly  offices  and  offers  for  mediating  an 
accommodation.  He  explained  the  cause  of  his  journey  to 
Spain,  and  his  negotiations  at  Madrid.  He  added,  it  was 
high  time  to  check  the  grow|i\,of  the  naval  power  of  Spain^ 
>n  order  to  protect  and  secure  the  trade  of  the  British  sttt> 
Vol.  II.  I  i  • 
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ject9  which  h^d  been  violently  oppressed  by  the  Spaniaidst 
after  a  long  debate,  the  motion  w>i3  carried  by  a  coosidera- 
ble  majority.     The  same  subject  excited  disputes  of  the 
same  nature  in  the  house  of  commons,  where  lord  Htnch- 
ipgbroke  moved  that,  in  their  address  of  thanks,  they  should 
declare  their  entire  satisfaction  in  those  measures  which  the 
king  had  already  taken  for  strengthening  the  proteatant  suc- 
cession, and  establishing  a  lasting  tranquillity  in  Europet 
The  members  in  the  opposition  urged,  that  it  was  unparlia* 
mentary  and  unprecedented,  on  the  first  day  of  the  session, 
to  enter  upon  particulars  :  that  the  business  in  question  was 
of  the  highest  importance,  and  deserved  the  most  mature 
deliberation :  that  before  they  approved  the  measures  which 
had  been  taken,  they  ought  to  examine  the  reasons  on  which 
those   measures    were    founded*       ]M[r«    Robert    Walpole 
affirmed,  that  the  giving  sanction,  in  the  manner  propo« 
Hed,  to  the  late  measures,  could  have  no  other  view  than 
that  of  screening  ministers,  who  were  conscious  of  has^ns 
begun  SL  war  against  Spain  and  now  wanted  to  make  it  the 
parliament's  war.     He  observed,  that  instead  of  an  emire 
satisfaction,  they  ought  to  express  their  entire  dissatisfaction 
with  such  conduct  as  was  contrary  to  the  law  of  pations, 
and  a  breach  of  the  most  solemp  treaties.     Mr.  Secretary 
Craggs,  in  a  long  speech,  ei(plai|ied  the  nature  of  the  quad^ 
ruple  alliance,  and  justified  all  the  measures  which  had  been 
taken.     The  address,  as  moved  by  lord  Hinchingbroke,  was 
%t  length  carried,  and  presented  to  his  majest}%     Then  the 
commons  proceeded  to  consider  the  supply.     They  voted 
thirteen  thousand  five  hundred  sailors ;  and  twelve  thousand 
four  hundred  and  thirty-five  men  for  the  land  service.     The 
whole  estimate  amounted  to  two  millions  two  hundred  and 
and  fiftyrseven  thousand  five  hundred  eighty-one  pounds, 
nineteen  shillings.     The  fnoney  was  raised  by  n  ^d  tax, 
malt  tax,  and  lottery, 

^  ^I,  On  the  thirteenth  day  of  December^  earl  Stan- 
hope declared,  in  the  house  of  lords,  that,  in  order  to 
unite  the  hearts  of  the  well  afFected  to  the  present  establish- 
inent,  h^  had  a  bill  to  oflfer  under  the  tide  of  ^^  An  act  for 
^>  strengthening  the  protestant  interest  in  these  kingdoms." 
}t  was  accordingly  read,  and^jippeared  to  be  a  bill  repealing 
tll^  acts  agaipst  pccpsioiial  cpn&rmity,  the  growth  of  schism) 


and  some  ckraabB  in  the  corporation  and  teat  acts.  Thta 
had  been  toneeited  by  the  ministry,  in  private  meetings 
with  the  most  eminent  dissenters,  llie  tory  lords  were 
astonished  at  this  motion,  for  which  they  w;ere  altogetheif 
nnprepared.  Nevertheless,  they  were  strenuous  in  their 
opposition.  They  alleged  that  the  bill,  instead  of  strength* 
ening,  would  certainly  weaken  the  church  of  England,  by 
plucking  off  her  best  feathers,  investing  her  enemies  with 
power,  and  sharing  with  churchmen  the  civil  and  military 
em|doyments  of  which  they  were  then  wholly  possessed. 
Earl  Cowper  declared  himself  against  that  part  of  the  bill 
by  which  some  clauses  of  the  test  and  corporation  acts 
were  repealed :  because  he  looked  upon  those  acts,  as  the 
main  bulwark  of  our  excellent  constitution  in  church  and 
state,  which  6ught  to  be  inviolably  preserved.  The  earl  of 
Ilay  opposed  the  bill,  because,  in  his  opinion,  it  infringed 
the  pacta  conventa  of  tha  treaty  of  union,  by  which  the 
bounds  both  of  the  church  of  England  and  of  the  church 
of  Scotland  were  fixed  and  settled  ;  and  he  was  apprehen<» 
sive,  if  the  articles  of  the  union  were  broke  with  respect  to 
one  church,  it  might  afterwards  be  a  precedent  to  break 
them  with  respect  to  the  other.  Tlie  archbishop  of  Canter- 
bury said  the  acts  which  by  this  bill  would  be  repealed  were 
the  main  bulwark  and  supporters  of  the  English  church : 
he  expressed  all  imaginable  tenderness  for  well  meaning 
conscientious  dissenters :  but  he  could  not  forbear  sayings 
some  among  that  sect  made  a  wrong  use  of  the  favour  and 
indulgence  shown  to  them  at  the  revolution,  though  they 
had  the  least  share  in  that  happy  event :  it  was,  therefore, 
thought  necessary  for  the  legislature  to  interpose,  and  put  a 
stop  to  the  scandalous  practice  of  occasional  conformity. 
He  added,  that  it  would  be  needless  to  repeal  the  act 
against  schism,  since  no  advantage  had  been  taken  of  it  to 
the  prejudice  of  the  dissenters.  Dr.  Hoadley,  bishop  of 
Bangor,  endeavoured  to  prove,  that  the  occasional  and 
schism  acts  were  in  effect  persecuting  laws  x  and  that  by 
admitting  the  principle  of  self  defence  and  self  preservation, 
ia  inatters  of  religion,  all  the  persecutions  maintained  by 
the  heathens  against  the  professors  of  Christianity,  and 
even  the  ]!>opish  inquisition,  might  be  justified.  With 
respect  to  th.:  power  of  which  many  clergj^men  appeared 
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SO  fond  and  so  zealous ;  he  owned  the  deaire  of  power 
and  riches  was  naturd  to  all  men ;  but  that  he  had  learned 
both  from  reason  and  from  the  gospel,  that  this  desire  must 
be  kept  within  due  bounds^and  not  entrench  upon  the  rights 
and  liberties  of  their  fellow  creatures  and  countrymen.  After 
a  long  debate,  the  house  agreed  to  leave  out  some  clauses 
concerning  the  test  and  corporation  acts :  then  the  bill  was 
committed,  and  afterwards  passed.  In  the  lower  house  it 
met  with  violent  opposition,  in  spite  of  which  it  was  csu-ried 
by  the  majority. 

$  XII.  The  king  on  the  seventeenth  day  of  December, 
sent  a  message  to  the  commons,  importing,  that  all  his  en- 
deavours to  procure  redress  for  the  injuries  done  to  his 
subjects  by  the  king  of  Spain  having  proved  ineffectual,  he 
had  found  it  necessary  to  declare  war  against  that  monarch. 
When  a  motion  was  made  for  an  address,  to  assure  the  king- 
they  would  cheerfully  support  him  in  the  prosecution  of  the 
war,  Mr.'Shippen  and  some  other  members  said,  they  did 
Aot  see  the  necessity  of  involving  the  nation  in  a  war,  on 
account  of  some  grievances  of  which  the  merchants  com- 
plained, as  these  might  be  amicably  redressed.  Mr.  Stan* 
hope  assured  the  house,'  that  he  had  presented  five-and- 
twenty  memorials  to  the  ministr>^  of  Spain  on  that  subject, 
without  success.  INTr.  Methuen  accounted  for  the  dilatory 
proceedings  of  the  Spanish  court  in  commercial  affairs,  by 
c  xplaining  the  great  variety  of  regulations  in  the  ^several 
provinces  and  ports  of  that  kingdom.  It  was  suggested^ 
that  the  ministry  paid  very  little  regard  to  the  trade  and 
interest  of  the  nation;  inasmuch  as  it  appeared  by  the 
answer  from  a  secretary  of  state  to  the  letter  of  the  mar^^ 
quis  de  Monte leone,  that  they  would  have  overlooked  the 
violation  of  the  treaties  of  commerce,  provided  Spain  had 
acceptifd  the  conditions  stipulated  in  the  quadruple  alliance; 
for  it  was  there  expressly  said,  that  his  majesty,  the  king  of 
Great  Britain,  did  not  seek  to  aggrandize  himself  by  any 
new  acquisitions,  but  was  rather  inclined  to  sacrifice  some- 
thing ol  his  own  to  procure  the  general  quiet  and  tranquil* 
lity  of  Europe.  A  member  observed,  that  nobody  could 
tell  how  far  that  sacrifice  would  have  extended ;  but  cer- 
t^iinly  it  was  a  very  uncommon  stretch  of  condescension* 
'Jnhis  sacrifice  was  said  to  be  the  cession  of  Gibraltar,  and 


Post  Mahon,  which  the  regeotof  France  had  ofiered  to  the 
king^  of  Spain,  provided  he  would  accede  to  the  quadruple 
alliance.  Horatio  Walpole  observed,  that  the  dispdlsitioa 
of  Sieily  in  favour  of  the  emperor  was  an  infraction  of  the' 
treaty  of  Utrecht ;  and  his  brother  exclaimed  against  the 
injustice  of  attacking  the  Spanish  fleet  before  a  declaration 
of  war*  Notwithsunding  all  these  arguments  and  objec- 
tions, the  majority  agreed  to  the  address ;  and  such  another 
was  carried  in  the  upper  house  without  a  division.  The 
declaration  of  war  against  Spain  was  published  with  the 
usiml  solemnities  ;  but  this  war  was  not  a  favourite  of  the 
people,  and  therefore  did  not  produce  those  acclamations 
that  were  usual  on  such  occasions. 

^  XIII.  Meanwhile  cardinal  Alberoni  employed  all 
his  intrigues,  power,  and  industry,  for  the  gratification  of 
his  revenge.  He  caused  n^w  ships  to  be  built,  the  sea- 
ports CO  be  put  in  a  posture  of  defence ;  succo.urs  to  be  sent 
to  Sicily,  and  the  proper  measures  to  be  take.n  for  the 
security  of  Sardinia.  He,  by  nveans  of  the  prince  de 
CcUamare,  the  Spanish  ambassador  at  Paris,  caballed  with 
the  malcontents  of  that  kingdom,  who  were  numerous  and 
powerful.  A  scheme  was  actually  formed  for  seizing  the 
regent,  and  securing  the  person  of  the  king.  The  duke  of 
Orleans  owed  the  first  intimation  of  this  plot  to  king 
George,  who  gave  him  to  understand,  that  a  conspiracy 
was  formed  against  his  person  and  government.  The 
regent  immediately  took  measures  for  watching  the  conduct 
of  all  suspected  persons;  but  the  whole  intrigue  was  dis- 
covered by  accident.  The  prince  de  Ctdlamare  intrusted 
his  despatches  to  the  abbe  Portocarrero,  and  to  a  son  of 
the  marquis  de  Monteleone.  These  emissaries  set  ou^ 
from  Paris  in  a  post-chaise,  and  were  overturned.  The 
postillion  overheard  Portocarrero  say,  he  would  not  have 
lost  his  portmanteau  for  a  hundred  thousand  pistoles*  The 
man,  at  his  return  to  Parin,  gave  notice  to  the  government 
of  what  he  had  observed.  The  Spaniards,  being  pursued, 
were  overtaken  and  seized  at  Poicic:rs,  with  the  portman- 
teau, in  which  the  regent  found  two  letters  that  made  him 
acquainted  with  the  particulars  of  the  conspiracy.  The 
prince  de  Cellamare  was  immediatel}!;  conducted  to  the 
frontiers  ;  the  diTke  of  Maine,  the  marquis  de  Pompadour, 
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die  ctrdincl  de  Polignac,  and  many  other  jw^rsotiB  of  dtt* 
tinction,  were  committed  to  different  prisons.  The  regent 
decla1%d  war  agr^inst  Spain,  on  the  twenty^ninth  day  of 
December;  wdd  an  army  of  six-and-thirty  thousand  men 
began  its  inarch  towards  that  kingdom  in  January,  imdeif 
the  command  of  the  duke  of  Berwick* 

$  XIV«  Cardinal  Alberoni  had  likewise  formed  a 
scheme  in  favour  of  the  pretender.  The  duke  of  Ormond 
repairing  to  Madrid,  held  conferences  with  his  eminence ; 
and  measures  were  concerted  for  exciting  another  insur* 
reetion  in  Great  Britain.  The  chevalier  de  St.  George 
quitted  Urbino  by  stealth ;  and  embarking  at  Netteno, 
landed  at  Cagliari  in  March.  From  thence  he  took  his 
passage  to  Roses  in  Catalonia,  and  proceeded  to  Madrid, 
where  he  was  received-  with  great  cordiality,  and  treated 
as  king  of  Grwat  Britain.  An  armament  hud  been  equip- 
ped of  ten  ships  of  war  and  transports,  having  on  board 
six  thousand  regular  troops,  with  arms  for  twelve  thou- 
sand men.  The  command  of  this  fleet  was  bestowed  on 
the  duke  of  Ormond  with  the  title  of  captain  general  of 
his  most  catholic  majesty.  He  was  provided  with  decla- 
rations in  the  name  of  that  king,  importing,  that  for  many 
good  reasons  be  had  sent  part  of  his  land  and  sea  forces  into 
England  and  Scotland,  to  act  as  auxiliaries  to  king  James. 
His  Britannic  majesty,  having  received  from  the  regent  of 
France  timely  notice  of  this  intended  invasion,  offered,  by 
proclamation,  rewards  to  those  that  should  apprehend  the 
duke  of  Ormond,  or  any  gentleman  embarked  in  that 
expedition.  Troops  were  ordered  to  assemble  in  the 
north,  and  in  the  west  of  England :  two  thousand  men 
were  demanded  of  the  states  general :  a  strong  squadron 
was  equipped  to  oppose  the  Spanish  armament;  and  the 
duke  of  Orleans  made  a  proffer  to  king  George  of  twenty 
battalions  tor  his  service. 

$  XV.  His  majest}  having  communicated  to  both 
houses  of  parliament,  the  repeated  advices  he  had  rciceived 
touching  this  projected  descent,  they  promised  to  support 
him  against  ail  his  enemies.  Tliey  desired  he  would  aug- 
ment his  forcA's  by  sea  and  land ;  and  assured  him,  they 
woMld  make  good  the  extraordinary  expense.  Two  thou- 
sand men  wcv'^  iandud  from  Holland,  and  six  battalions  of 


Imperkdists  from  the  Austrian  Netherianda.  The  diike  of 
Ormond  sailed  from  Cadiz,  and  proceeded  ds  far  a!i  Cape 
Fintsterre,  where  his  fleet  was  dispersed  and  disabled  by  a 
vicdent  storm,  which  entirety  defeated  the  purposed  etpe-^ 
dttioo* '  Two  frigates,  however,  arrived  in  Scotland,  with 
the  earls  Marischal  and  Seaforth,  the  marquis  of  TuUibar* 
dine,  aome  field  officers,  three  hundred  Spaniards,  and 
amis  for  two  thousand  men.  They  were  joined  by  a  small 
body  of  Highlanders,  and  possessed  themselves  of  Donan 
Castle.  Against  these  adventurers  general  Wightman 
marched  with  a  body  of  regular  troops  from  Inverness, 
They  had  taken  possession  of  the  pass  at  Glenshiel ;  but,  at 
the  approach  of  the  king's  forces,  retired  to  the  pass  at 
Stratchell,  which  they  resolved  to  defend.  They  were, 
attacked  and  driv^en  from  one  eminence  to  another  till  night, 
when  the  Highlanders  dispersed ;  and  next  day  the  Span-? 
iards  surrendered  themselves  prisoners  of  war.  Mareschal, 
Seaforth,  and  TuUibardine,  with  some  officers,  retired  to 
one  of  the  western  isles,  in  order  to  wait  an  opportunity  of 
being  conveyed  to  the  continent. 

§  XVI.  On  the  last  day  of  Fehruary  the  duke  of  Somer* 
set  represented  in  the  house  of  lords,  that  the  number  of 
peers  being  very  much  increased,  especially  since  the  unioii 
of  the  two  kingdoms,  it  seemed  absolutely  necessary  to  take 
effectual  measures  for  preventing  the  inconveniences  that 
might  attend  the  creation  of  a  great  number  of  peers,  to 
serve  a  present  purpose :  an  expedient  which  had  been  actu^ 
ally  taken  in  the  late  reign.  He  therefore  moved  that  the 
bill  should  be  brought  in,  to  settle  and  limit  the  peerage,  in 
such  a  manner,  that  the  number  of  English  peers  should  not 
be  enlarged  beyond  six  above  the  present  number,  whichi 
upon  failure  of  male  issue,  might  be  supplied  by  new  crea* 
tions :  that  instead  of  the  sixteen  elective  peers  from  Scotland, 
twenty-five  should  be  made  hereditary  on  the  part  of  that 
kingdom ;  and,  that  this  number,  upon  failure  of  the  heirs 
niale,  should  be  supplied  from  the  other  members  of  the 
Scottish  peerage.  This  bill  was  intended  as  a  restraint  upon 
the  prince  of  Wales,  who  happened  tp  be  at  variance  with 
the  present  ministry.  The  motion  was  supported  by  the 
duke  of  Argyle,  now  lord  steward  of  the  >  household,  the 
esirU  Qf  Sunderland  ^n4  Carlisle.     It  w^  opposed  by  the 
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earl  of  Oxford,  who  said,  that  although  he  expected  nothisg 
from  the  croWn,  he  would  never  give  his  vote  for  Ippptng 
off  so  valuable  a  branch  of  the  prerogative,  which  e]iai>led 
the  king  ta  reward  merit  and  virtuous  actions.     The  debate 
was  adjourned  to  the  second  day  of  March,  when  earl  Stan* 
hope  delivered  a  message  fr6m  the  king,  intimating,  that  as 
they  had  under  consideration  the  state  of  the  British  peeir^ 
age,  he  had  so  much  at  heart,  the  settling  it  upon  such  a 
foundation,  as  might  secure  the  freedom  and  constitution  of 
parliaments  in  all  future  ages,  that  he  was  willing  his  prero- 
gative should  not  stand  in  the  way  of  so  great  and  nete&sarjr 
a  work.     Another  violent  debate  ensued  between  the  two 
factions.     The  question  here,  as  in  almost  every  other  dis- 
pute, was  not,  Whether  the  measure  proposed  was  advan-i 
tageous  to  the  nation?  but,  Whether  the  tory  or  the  whig 
interest  should  predominate  in  parliament?   Earl  Cowper 
affirmed,  that  the  part  of  the  bill  relating  to  the  Scottisfa 
peerage,  was  a  manifest  violation  of  the  treaty  of  union,  as 
well  as  a  flagrant  piece  of  injustice,  as  it  would  deprive 
persons  of  their  right,  without  being  heard,  and  without 
any  pretence  or  forfeiture  on  their  part-    He  observed,  that 
the  Scottish  peers  excluded  from  the  number  of  the  twenty* 
five  would  be  in  a  worse  condition  than  any  other  sub* 
jects  in  the  kingdom;  for  they  would  be  neither  electing 
nor  elected,  neither  representing  nor  represented.*     These 
objections  were  overruled :  several  resolutions  were  taken 
agreeably  to  the  motion ;  and  the  judges  were  ordered   to 
prepare  and  bring  in  the  bill.     This  measure  alarmed    the 
generality  of  Scottish  peers,  as  well  as  many  English  com- 
moners,, who  saw  in  the  bill  the  avenues  of  dignity   and 
title  shut  up  against  them;  and  they  did  not  fail  to  exclaim 
against  it,  as  an  encroachment  upon  the  fundamental  max- 
ims of  the  constitution.    Treatises  were  writ  and  published 
on   both   sides  of  the   question:  and  a  national   clamour 
began  to  arise,  when  earl  Stanhope  observed,  in  the  house, 
that  as  the  bill  had  raised  strange  apprehensions,  he  thought 
it  advisable  to  postpone  the  further  consideration  of  it  till  a 
more  i»oper  opportunity*    It  was  accordingly  dropped,  and 
the  parliament  prorogued  on  the  eighteenth  day  of  April, 
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am  which  occttioii  hit  majesty  told  bodi  hooaes^  that  the 
Spuiiah  king  had  acknowledged  the  pretender* 

$  XVII.  The  king  having,  appointed  lords  justices  to  rule 
the  kingdom  in  his  absence,  embarked  in  May*  for  Holland^ 
from  whenee  he  proceeded  to  Hanover,  where  he  concluded  a 
peace  with  Ulrica,  the  new  queen  of  Sweden.  By  this  treaty 
Sweden  yielded  for  ever  to  the  royal  and  electoral  house  of 
Brunswick,  the  dutchies  of  Bremen  and  Verden,  widi  all  their 
dependencies :  king  George  obliged  himself  tt>  pay  a  million 
of  rtx  dollars  to  the  queen  of  $wedeir;  and  to  renew,  as 
ki»g  of  Great  Britain  and  elector  of  Hanover,  the  alliances 
ibrmerty  sobsistang  between  his  predecessors  and  that  king> 
dom.  He  likewise  mediated  a  peace  between  Sweden  and 
his  former  aUiea,  die  Danes  and  Prussians,  and  the  Poles. 
The  cmar,  however,  refused  to  give  up  his  schemes  of  con- 
quest* He  sent  his  fleet  to  the  Scheuron  or  Baises  of  Swe- 
den, where  his  troops  landing,  to  the  number  of  fifteea 
thousand,  committed  dreadful  outrages:  but  sir  John  Nor* 
ris,  who  commanded  an  English  squadron  in  those  seas^ 
having  orders  to  support  the  negotiations,  and  oppose  any* 
hoatilitiea  that  might  be  committed,  the  czar,  dreading  the 
fate  of  the  Spanish  navy,  thought  proper  to  recall  his  fleet. 
In  the  Mediterranean,  admiral  Byng  acted  with  unwearied 
vigour  in  assisting  the  Imperialists  to  finish  the  conquest  of 
Sicily.  The  court  of  Vienna  had  agreed  to  send  a  strong 
body  .of  forces  to  finish  the  reduction  of  that  island ;  and 
the  command  in  diis  expedition  was  bestowed  upon  the 
count  di  Merd,  with  whom  sir  George  Byng  conferred  at 
Naples.  This  admiral  supplied  them  with  ammunition  and 
artillery  from  the  Spanish  prizes.  He  took  the  whole  rein- 
forcement under  his  coqvoy,  and  saw  them  safely  landed  in 
the  bay  of  Patti,  to  the  number  of  three  thousand  five  huu- 
dred  horse,  and  ten  thousaad  infantry.  Count  Merci  think* 
iDg  himself  more  than  a  match  for  the  Spanish  forces 
commanded  by  the  marquis  de  Lede,  attacked  him  in  a 
sutmg  camp  at  Franca  Villa;  and  was  repulsed  with  th^ 
loss  of  five  thousand  men,  himself  being  dangerously 
wounded  in  the  action.  Here  his  army  must  have  perished 
for  want  of  provision,  bad  not  they  been  supplied  by  the 
Kng^sh  navy. 
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'  $  XVIII.  Admiral  Bjmg  no  sooner  learned  the  ImhI'^ 
success  of  the  attack  at  Franca  ViUa,  than  he  embarked  two 
battalions  from  the  garrison  of  Melazzo,  and  about  a  thou- 
sand recruits,  whom  he  sent  under  a  convoy  through  die 
Faro  to  Scheso  bay,  in  order  to  reinforce  the  Imperial 
army.  He  afterwards  assisted  at  a  council  of  war  widi  the 
German  generals,  who,  in  consequence  of  his  advice,  uii- 
dertood  the  siege  of  Messina.  Then  he  repaired  to  Naples, 
where  he  proposed  to  Count  Gallas,  the  new  viceroy,  that 
the  troops  destined  for  the  conquest  of  Sardinia  should  be 
first  landed  in  Sicily,  and  cooperate  towards  ^e  ccmquest 
of  that  island.  The  proposal  was  immediately  despatched 
to  the  court  of  Vienna.  In  the  mean  time,  the  admiral 
returned  to  Sicily,  and  assisted  at  the  siege  of  Meauna.  The 
town  surrendered:  the  garrison  retired  into  the  citadel: 
and  the  remains  of  the  Spanish  navy,  which  had  escaped  at 
Passaro,  were  now  destroyed  in  the  Mole.  The  emperor 
approved  of  the  scheme  proposed  by  the  English  admiral,  . 
to  whom  he  wrote  a  very  gracious  letter,  intimating  diathe 
had  despatched  orders  to  the  governor  of  Milan,  to  detach 
the  troops  designed  for  Sardinia  to  Vado,  in  ordel*  to  be 
transported  into  Italy.  The  admiral  charged  himself  widi 
the  performance  of  this  service.  Having  furnished  the  lua^ 
perial  army  before  Messina  with  another  supply  of  caimou, 
powder,  and  shot,  upon  his  own  credit,  he  set  sail  for  Va- 
do, where  he  surmounted  numberless  difficulties,  started  by 
the  jealousy  of  count  Bonneval,  who  was  imwilling  to  see 
his  troops,  destined  for  Sardinia,  now  diverted  to  another 
expedition,  in  which  he  could  not  enjoy  the  chief  command. 
At  length,  admiral  Byng  saw  the  forces  embarked,  and  con- 
voyed them  to  Messina,  the  citadel  of  which  surrendered 
in  a  few  days  after  their  arrival.  By  this  time  the  marquis 
de  Lede  had  fortified  a  strong  post  at  Castro  Giovanne,  ia 
the  centre  of  the  island  :  and  cantoned  his  troops  about 
Ademo,  Talermo,  and  Catanea.  The  Imperialists  could 
not  pretend  to  attack  him  in  this  situation,  nor  could  they 
remain  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Messina,  on  account  of  the 
scarcity  of  provisions.  They  would,  therefore,  have  been 
obliged  to  quit  the  island  during  the  winter,  had  not  the 
admiral  undertaken  to  transport  them  by  sea  to  Trapani^ 
where  they  could  extend  themselves  in  a  plentiful  country. 
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He  not  only  esecated  this  enterprise ;  but  even  supplied 
diem  with  com  from  Tunis,  as  die  harvest  of  Sicily  had 
been  gathered  into  the  Spanish  magazines*  It  was  the 
second  day  of  March  before  the  last  embarkation  of  the 
Imperial  troops  were  landed  at  Trapani. 

$  XIX.  The  marquis  de  Lede  immediately  retired  with 
his  army  to  Alcamo,  from  whence  he  sent  his  mareschal  de 
camp  to  count  Merci  and  the  English  admiral,  with  over- 
tures for  evacuating  Sicily.  The  proposals  Were  not  disa- 
gree^le  to  the  Germans;  but  sir  George  Byng  declared 
that  the  Spaniaids  should  not  quit  the  island  while  the  war 
con&iued,  as  he  foresaw  that  these  troops  would  Ijp  em- 
ployed against  France  or  England.  He  agreed,  however, 
with  count  Merci,  in  proposing,  that  if  the  marquis  would 
tmrender  Palermo,  and  retire  into  the  middle  part  of  the 
idand,  they  wotdd  consent  to  an  armistice  for  six  weeks, 
until  the  sentiments  of  their  different  courts  should  be 
known.  The  marquis  offered  to  surrender  Palermo,  in 
consideration  of  a  suspension  of  arms  for  three  months ; 
but,  while  this  negotiation  was  depending,  he  received 
advice  from  Madrid,  that  a  general  peace  was  concluded* 
Nevertfadess,  he  broke  off  the  treaty,  in  obedience  to  a  se- 
cret order  for  that  purpose.  The  king  of  Spain  hoped  to 
obtmn  the  restitution  of  St.  Sebastian's,  Fontarabia,  and 
other  places  taken  in  the  course  x>f  the  war,  in  exchange  for 
the  evacuation  of  Sicily.  Hostilities  were  continued  until 
die  admiral  received  advice  from  the  earl  of  Stair  at  Paris, 
dmt  the  Spanish  ambassador  at  the  Hague  had  signed  the 
qaadru]de  alliance.  By  the  same  courier  packets  were 
delivered  to  the  count  de  Mclrci  and  die  marquis  de  Lede, 
wliieh  last  gave  the  admiral  and  Imperial  general  to  under- 
stand diat  he  looked  upon  the  peace  as  a  thing  concluded ; 
and  was  ready  to  treat  for  a  cessation  of  hostilities.  They 
insisted  upon  his  delivering  up  Palermo ;  on  the  other  hand, 
he  urged,  that  as  their  masters  were  in  treaty,  for  setding 
the  terms  of  evacuating  Sicily  and  Sardinia,  he  did  not 
dnnk  himself  authorized  to  agree  to  a  cessation,  except  on 
condition  that  each  party  should  remain  on  the  ground  they 
occupied,  and  expect  further  orders  from  their  principals. 
After  a  fruitless  interview  between  the  three  chiefs  at  the 
Cas^ine  de  Rossignola,  the  Imperial  general  r^olved  to 
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ilnderttdie  the  siege  of  Pakrmo  t  yfAih  d^  vfew  he  de» 
camped  from  Akamo  on  the  eighteetith  dey  of  Aptil^  uA 
followed  the  marquis  de  Ltde,  who  retreaied  befitm  hini» 
and  took  poisession  of  thfe  advaotageoua  posts  that  eooa* 
aaanded  the  passes  into  the  plsUn  of  Palermo;  bill  coMnfi 
Merci,  with  indefatigahle  diligence^  marched  OVtr  the 
moun^ins,  while  the  admiral  coasted  along  ahoiie,  attend* 
ing  the  motions  of  the  army«  The  Spanish  general  per* 
ceiving  the  Germans  advancing  into  the  plaint  retired  under 
the  cannon  of  Palermo,  and  fortified  his  camp  with  strong 
entrenchments.  On  the  second  day  of  May  the  Germans 
took  one  of  the  enemy's  redoubts  by  surprise^  and  the  msr- 
qui$  de  Lede  ordered  all  his  forces  to  be  drawn  out  to 
retake  this  fortification :  both  armies  were  on  tho  point  of 
engaging,  when  a  courier  arrived  in  a  felueea,  with  a 
packet  for  the  marquis,  containing  full  powers  to  treat  and 
agree  about  the  evaeuatjon  of  the  island,  and  the  transpor- 
tation of  the  army  to  Spain.  He  forthwith  drew  off  his 
army;  and  sent  a  trumpet  to  the  general  and  admiraUwitb 
letter^  informing  them  of  the  orders  he  bad  received,  coa^ 
missioners  were  appointed  on  each  aide»  the  negoliatioas 
begun,  and  the  convention  signed  in  a  very  few  days.  The 
Germans  were  put  in  possession  of  Palermoi  and  the  Span* 
ish  army  marched  to  Tauromioi,  from  whenice  they  were 
transported  to  Barcelona. 

$  XX.  The  admiral  continued  in  the  Mediterraneaa 
until  be  had  seen  the  islands  of  Sicily  and  Sardinia  evacua- 
ted by  the  Spaniards,  and  the  mutual  cessions  e3ieculed 
between  the  emperor  and  the  duke  of  Savoy ;  inconsequence 
of  which)  four  battalions  of  Biedmontese  troops  were  traps* 
ported  from  Palermo  to  Sal-dinia,  and  took  possession  oi 
Cagliari  in  the  nante  of  their  master.  In  a  word,  admiral 
B}^g  bore  such  a  considerable  share  in  this  war  of  Sicily« 
diat  the  fate  of  the  island  depended  wholly  on  his  couragSf 
vigilance,  and  conduct.  When  he  waited  on  his  majesty  at 
Hanover,  he  met  with  a  very  gracious  reception.  The  king 
eold  him  he  had  found  out  the  secret  of  obliging  his  ene- 
mies as  well  as  his  friends ;  for  the  court  of  Spain  had 
mentioned  him  in  the  roost  honourable  terms,  with  respect 
to  his  candid  and  friendly  deportment,  in  providing  trass* 
jlprts  and  other  necessaries  for  the  embarkation  of  their 
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Irooptf  «id  io  ptoteeting  them  from  opfMssm.  He  was 
^ipointed  tressurer  of  the  navy,  and  rear  admiral  of  Great 
Britain  i  m  a  Ulde  time  the  king  emM>bled  him,  by  the  tide 
of  ^wooimt  Torrington  i  he  waa  deelared  a  privy  couoseU 
lor;  and  afterwards  made  Knight  ctf  the  Bath,  at  die  revival 
of  that  order*  During  these  occurrences  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean, the  dtthe  of  Berwick  advanced  with  the  French 
army  m  the  irontaera  of  Spain,  where  he  tack  Port  Passage 
and  destroyed  six  ships  of  war  that  were  on  the  stocks : 
dien  he  reduced  Pontarabia  and  St.  Sebastians,  together 
with  port  Antonio  in  the  bottom  of  the  bay  of  Biscay.  In 
diis  last  exploit  the  French  were  assisted  by  a  detachment 
of  English  seanien,  who  burned  two  large  ships  unfitiished, 
and  a  great  quantity  of  naval  stores.  The  king  of  England, 
with  a  view  to  indemnify  himself  for  the  expense  of  the 
war,  projected  the  conquest  of  Corunna  in  Biscay,  and  of 
Peru  in  Sooth  America.  Four  thousand  men,  commanded 
by  knrd  Cobham,  wefe  embarked  at  the  Isle  of  Wight,  and 
sailed  on  the  twenty-first  day  of  September,  under  convoy 
of  five  ships  of  war,  conducted  by  admiral  Migbels.  Instead 
of  making  an  attempt  upon  Corunna,  they  reduced  Vigo 
with  very  litde  difficulty;  and  Point-a-Vedra  submitted 
without  resistance ;  here  they  found  some  brass  artillery, 
small  arms,  and  military  stores,  with  which  they  returned 
to  England*  In  the  mean  time  captain  Johnson,  with  two 
English  ships  of  war,  destroyed  the  same  number  of  Span- 
ish ships  in  the  port  of  Rihsdeo,  to  the  eastward  of  Cape 
Ortegas;  so  that  the  naval  power  of  Spain  was  totally  ruined. 
The  expedition  to  the  West  Indies  was  prevented  by  the 
peace*  Spain  bemg  oppressed  on  all  sides,  and  utterly 
exhausted,  Philip  saw  the  necessity  of  a  speedy  pacification. 
He  now  perceived  the  madness  of  Alberoni's  ambitious 
pro]ects«  That  minister  was  personally  disagreeable  to  the 
emperor,  the  kmg  of  England,  and  the  regent  of  France^ 
who  had  declared  they  would  hearken  to  noproppsais  while 
he  should  continue  in  office :  the  Spanish  mouarch,  tbere- 
ibre,  divested  him  of  his  employment;  and  ordered  him  to- 
quit  the  kingdom  in  three  weeks.  l*he  marquis  de  Beretti 
Landi,  mimster  from  the  court  of  Madrid  at  the  Hague, 
~i  ^a  plan  of  pacification  to  the  States ;  but  it  was 
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rejected  by  the  aHies;  and  Philip  was  obKged  at  last  to 
accede  to  the  quadruple  alliance. 

§  XXI.    On  the  fourteenth  day  of  November,  king 
George   returned   to   England,   and  on  the  twenty-thiid 
opened  the  session  of  parliament  with  a  speech,  in  which* 
he  told  them,  that  all  Europe,  as  well  as  Gt«at  Britain,  was 
on  the  point  of  being  delivered  from  the  calamities  of  war, 
by  the  influence^of  British   arms   and  councils.     He  ex-* 
horted  the  commons  to  concert  proper  means  for  lessening 
the  debts  of  the  nation  ;  and  concluded  with  a  panegyric 
upon  his  own  government.   It  must  be  owned  he  had  acted 
with  equal  vigour  and  deliberation  in  all  the  troubles  he  had 
encountered  since  his  accession  to  the  throne.     The  ad* 
dresses  of  both  houses  were  as  warm  as  he  could  desire. 
They  in  particular  extolled  him  for  having  interposed  in 
behalf  of  the  protestants  of  Hungary,  Poland,  and  Ger- 
many, who  had   been  oppressed   by  the  practices  of  the 
popish  clerg}^,  and  presented  to  him  memorials,  containing 
a  detail  of  their  grievances.     He  and  all  the  other  protes* 
tant  powers  warmly  interceded  in  their  favour ;  but  the 
grievances  were  not  redressed.     The  peerage  bill  was  now 
revived  by  the  duke  of  Buckingham ;  and  in  spite  of  all 
opposition,  passed  through  the   house  of  lords.     It  had 
been  projected  by  earl  Stanhope,  and  eagerly  supported  by 
the   earl  of  Sunderland  j  therefore,   Mr.  Robert  Walpolc 
attacked  it  in  the  house  of  commons  with  extraordinary 
vehemence.     Here  too  it  was  opposed  by  a  considerable 
number   of  whig   members  ;    and,   after   warm    debates, 
rejected  by  a  large  majority.     The  next  object  that  en* 
grossed  the  attention  of  the  parliament  was  a  bill  for  better 
securing  the  dependency  of  Ireland  upon  the  crown  of 
Great   Britain.     Maurice  Annesley  had  appealed  to  the 
house,  of  peers  in  England,  from  a  decree  of  the  house  of 
peers  in  Ireland,  which  was  reversed.     The  British  peers 
ordered  the  barons  of  the  exchequer  in  Ireland  to  put  Mr. 
Annesley  in  possession, of  the  lands  he  had  lost  by  the 
decree  in  that  kingdom.     The  barons  obeyed  this  order; 
'and  the  Irish  house  of  peers  passed  a  vote  against  them, 
as  having  acted  in. derogation  to  the  king^s  prerogative  in 
his  high   court  of  parliament  in  Ireland,   as  alsd  of  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  that  kingdom,  and  of  the  parlia* 
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■ent  thereof;  diey,  Itkewiae,  ordered  them  to  be  taken  into 
custody  of  the  usher  of  the  black  rod  ;  they  transmitted  a 
long  refireseBtatioii  to  the  king,  demonstrating  their  right 
to  the  final  judicature  of  causes :  and  the  duke  of  Leeds, 
in  the  upper  house,  urged  fifteen  reasons  to  support  the 
daim  of  the  Irish  peers.  Notwithstanding  these  argu* 
asents,  the  house  of  lords  in  England  resolved  that  the 
barons  of  the  exchequer  in  Ireland  had  act^d  with  courage, 
according  to  law,  in  support  of  his  majesty's  prerogative, 
and  with  fidelity  to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain.  They 
i|idressed  the  king  to  confer  -on  them  some  marks  of  his 
royal  favour,  as  a  rec9mpense  for  the  ill  usage  they  had 
imdergone.  Finally,  they  prepared  the  bill,  by  which  the 
IMsh  house  of  lords  was  deprived  of  all  right  to  pass  sen- 
tence, affirm,  or  reverse  any  judgment  or  decree,  given  or 
fluide,  in  any  court  within  that  kingdom.  In  the  house  of 
commons  it  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Pitt,  Mr.  Hungerford, 
lords  Molesworth  and  Tyrconnel ;  but  was  carried  by  the 
majority  and  received  the  royal  assent. , 

§  XXII.  The  king  having  recommended  to  the  com- 
aM»8  die  consideration  of  proper  means  for  lessening  the 
national  debt,  was  a  prelude  to  the  famous  South  Sea  act, 
which  became  productive  of  so  much  mischief  and  infatua- 
don«  The  scheme  was  projected  by  sir  John  Blunt,  who 
had  been  bred  a  scrivener,  and  was  possessed  of  all  the 
cunning,  plausibility,  and  boldness  requisite  for  such  an 
underti^ing.  He  communicated  his  plan  to  Mr.  Aislabie, 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  as  well  as  to  one  of  the 
secretaries  of  state.  He  answered  all  their  objections ;  and 
the  project  was  adopted.  They  foresaw  their  own  private 
advantage  in  the  execution  of  the  design,  which  was  im- 
parted in  the  name  of  the  South  Sea  Company,  of  which 
Blunt  was  a  director,  who  influenced  all  their  procedings*^ 
The  pretence  for  the  scheme  was  to  discbarge  the  national 
debt,  by  reducing  all  the  funds  into  one.  The  bank  and 
South  Sea  company  outbid  each  other.  The  South  Sea 
company  altered  their  original  plan,  and  offered  such  high 
terms  to  government,  that  the  proposals  of  the 'bank  were 
(ejected ;  and  a  bill  was  ordered  to  be  brought  into  the 
house  of  commons,  formed  on  the  plan  presented  by  (he 
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South  Set  eampmjJ  While  ihU  aflkir  vat  iti  agitatioiit 
the  Mock  of  that  cooipaBy  rose  from  one  hundred  and 
thirty  to  near  four  hundred^  in  consequence  of  dM.  ^conduct 
of  the  commonst  who  had  rejected  a  motion  for  a  clause  in 
the  bill,  to  fix  what  share  in  the  capital  stocit  of  the  com* 
pany  should  be  vested  in  those  proprietors  of  the  annuitica 
who  night  voluntarily  subscribe ;  or  how  many  years  pur* 
chase  in  money  they  should  receive  in  subscriUng,  at  the 
choice  of  the  proprietors*  In  the  house  of  lords^  the  bill 
was  opposed  by  lord  North  and  Grey,  earl  Cowper,  die 
dukes  of  Wharton,  Buckingliam,  and  other  peers,  thef 
afirmcd  it  was  calculated  for  enriching  a  few  and  impo* 
verishing  a  great  number;*  thet  it  countenanced  diefraU'^ 
dulent  and  pernicious  practice  of  stockjobbing,  which 
diverted  die  genius  of  the  people  from  trade  and  industiy: 
that  it  would  give  foreigners  tlie  opportunity  to  doid>le  and 
treble  the  vast  sums  they  had  in  the  public  funds ;  and  they 
would  be  tempted  to  realise  and  withdraw  their  capital  and 
immense  gains  to  other  countries ;  so  that  Great  Britain 
would  be  drained  of  iu  gold  and  silver;  that  the  artificial 
and  prodigious  rise  of  the  South  Sea  stock  Was  a  dangerous 
bait,  which  might  decoy  many  unwary  people  to  their  ruin, 
alluring  them  by  a  false  prospect  of  gain  to  part  with  the 
fruits  of  their  industry,  to  purchase  imaginary  riches  :  that 
the  addition  of  above  thirty  millions  capiul  would  give 
such  power  to  the  South  Sea  company,  as  might  endanger 
the  liberties  of  the  nation ;  for  by  their  extensive  interest 
they  would  be  able  to  influence  most,  if  not  all  the  elections 
of  die  members ;  and  consequently  overrule  the  resolutions 
of  the  house  of  commons.  Earl  Cowper  urged,  that  in  all 
public  bargains  the  individuals  in  the  administration  ougiit 
to  take  care,  that  they  should  be  more  advantageous  to  the 
state  than  to  private  persons ;  but  that  a  contrary  method 
had  been  followed  in  the  contract  made  with  the  South  Sea 
company ;  for,  should  the  stocks  be  kept  at  the  advanced 
price  to  which  they  had  been  raised  by  the  oblique  arts  of 
stockjobbing,  either  that  company  or  its  principal  members 
would  gain  above  thirty  millions,  of  which  no  more  than 
one  fourth  part  would  be  given  towards  the  discharge  of 
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tkt  mtional  dekti*  He  aipprelieDded  tlurt  the  rqmrchftseof 
iBBixities  would  meet  with  iBBi^rable  djlfficxilties ;  and,  ia 
ftach  eiMe^  noae  bat  a  few  persoiit  who  were  in  the  secret^ 
who  hed  bGUght  stocks  tit  a  low  rate,  and  afterwards  sold 
Ihem  at  a  high  price,  would  iiuthe  ead  be  gainers  by  the 
project.  The  earl  of  Sunderland  answeaed  their  objectioos* 
He  deelared  thnt  those  who  countenanced  die  scheme  of  the 
South  Sea  compaftjr,  had  nothing  in  view  but  the  advantage 
of  the  nathxa.  He  owned  thtft  the  managers  for  that  com* 
fitmy  hud  undoubtedly  a  prospect  of  private  gsini  either  to 
Aeiteselves  or  to  their  corporation  i  but,  be  said,  when  the 
idmne  Was  accepted,  neither  the  onfe  nbr  the  other  could 
fiireeee  that  the  stocks  would  have  risen  to  such  a  height : 
diat  if  they  had  continued  as  they  were,  the  public  would 
have  bad  the  fisr  greater  share  of  the  advantage  accruing 
from  the  scheme ;  and  should  they  be  kept  up  to  the  pcesent 
high  price,  it  was  but  reasonable  that  the  South  Sea  com* 
pany  sllbutd  enjoy  the  profits  prbcui-ed  to  it  by  the  wise 
management  add  industry  of  the  directors,  which  would 
enable  it  to  make  large  dividends,  and  thereby  accomplish 
Hie  ptirpose  of  the  scheine.  The  bill  passed  widiout 
amendment  or  division ;  and  on  the  seventh  day  of  April, 
received  the  royal  assent.  By  this  act  the  South  Sea  com* 
pany  was  authorized  to  lake  in,  by  purchase  or  subscription, 
the  irredeemable  debts  of  the  nation,  stated  at  sixteetL 
millions  five  hundred  forty-six  thousand  four  hundred 
eighty-two  pounds,  seven  shillings,  one  penny  fiurthing,  at 
such  times  as  they  should  find  convenient  before  the  first 
day  of  March  of  the  ensuing  year,  and  without  any  com- 
pulsion on  any  of  the  proprietor^,  at  such  rates  and  prices 
as  should  be  agreed  upon  between  the  company  and  the 
respective  proprietors.  They  were  likewise  authorized  ^to 
take  jn  all  the  redeemable  debts,  amounting  to  the  same 
sum  as  that  of  the  irredeemables,  either  by  purchase,  by 
taking  subscriptions,  or  by  paying  off  the  creditors.  For 
the  libierty  of  taking  in  the  national  debts,  and  increasing 
their  capital  stock  accordingly,  the  company  consented  that 
their  present,  and  to  be  increased  annuity,  should  be  coii- 
tinued  at  fiye  per  cent,  till  midsummer,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  twenty-seven  i  from  thence  to 
be  reduced  to  four  per  cent,  and  be  redeemable  by  parlia- 
VoL.  II.  LI 
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Daent.  In  consideration  of  thi«»  and  odS«r  advantafca 
expressed  in  the  act,  the  company  declared  theoMelvea 
willing  to  make  such  payments  into  the  reo^ipt  of  tke 
exchequer  as  were  specified  for  the  use  of  the  p|ibUc^  to  be 
applied  to  tht  discharge  of  the  public  debts  incurred  before 
Christmas,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
sixteen.  The  sums,  tliey  were  obliged  to  pay  for  the 
liberty  of  taking  in  the  redeemable  debu^  four  years  and 
a  half's  purchase  for.  all  long  and  short  jsmnuities  that 
should  be  subscribed,  and  one  year's  purchase  for  such 
long  annuities  as  should  not  be  subscribed,  amounted  on 
the  execBtion  of  the  act  to  about  seven  millions.  For 
enabling  the  company  to  raise  this  sum,  they  were  empow- 
ered to  make  calls  for  money  from  their  members ;  to  <^n 
books  of  subscription ;  to  grant  annuities  redeemable  by 
the  company ;  to  borrow  money  upon  any  contract  or  bill 
under  their  common  seal,  or  on  the  credit  of  their  capital 
stock ;  to  convert  the  money  demanded  of  their  ipembers 
into  additional  stock,  without,  however,  making  any  addi- 
tion  to  the  company's  annuities,  payable  out  of  the  pnUie 
duties.  It  was  enacted,  that  .out  of  the  first  moneys  arisiiq; 
from  the  sums  paid  by  the  con^pany  into  the  exchequer, 
^uch  public  debt?,  carr)  ing  interest  at  five  per  cent,  incur* 
red  before  the  twenty- fifth  day  of  December,  in  the  year 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixteen,  founded  upon  any 
former  act  of  parliament,  as  were  now  redeemable,  or  might 
be  redeemed  before  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  December^  in 
the  year  one  thousand  seven^  hundred  and  twenty-two, 
should  be  discharged  in  the  fir#t  place :  that  then  all  the 
remainder  should  be  applied  towards  paying  off  so 
much  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  company  as  should  then 
carry  an  interest  of  five  per  cent.  It  was  likewise  provi- 
ded, that  after  midsummer,  in  the  year  one  thousand  sevea 
hundred  and  twenty-seven,  the  company  should  not  be  paid 
off  in. any  sums  being  less  than  one  million  at  a  time, 

§  XXIII.  The  heads  of  the  royal  assurance  and  Lon* 
don  assurance  companies,  understanding  that  the  civil  list 
was  considerably  in  arrears,  offered  •  to  the  ministry  six 
Jiundred  thousand  pounds  towards  the  discbarge  of  that 
debt,  on  condition  of  their  obtaining  thtf  king's  charter, 
with  a  pitrUami^ntary  sanction,  for  the  establishment  of  thei* 


rt8pe€tiv€  cottipMies/  Hie  proposal  wa^  embraced ;  and 
the  king  commanicat^d  it  in  a  message  to  the  house  of 
onnmons,  desiring  their  concurrence.  A  bill  was  imme- 
diately passed,  enaUing  his  majesty  to  grant  letters  of 
incorporation  to  the  two  companies.  It  soon  obtained  the 
royal  assent:  and,  on  thip  etev^th  day  of  June,  an  end 
was  put  to  the  session.  This  was  the  age  of  ihterested 
projects,  inspired  by  a  venal  spirit  of  adventure,  the  natu-^ 
fal  consequence  of  that  avarice,'  fraud,  and  profligacy, 
#hieh  the  moneyed  corporations  had  introduced.  This 
-of  all  cithers  is  die  most  unfavourable  era  for  an  histofian. 
A  reader  of  sentiment  and  *  imagination  cannot  be  enter-' 
lained  or  interested  by  a  dry  detail  of  such  transactiona  as 
adhbit  of  no  warmth,  no  colouring,  r  no  embellishment,  a 
detaH  which  serves  only  to  exhibit  an  inanimate  picture  of 
tasteless  vice  and  mean  degeneracy. 

$  XXIV.  By  this  time  an  alliance  oifensive  and  de» 
fenalve  was  concluded  at  Stockholm  between  king  George 
and  the  queen  of  Sweden,  by  whi6h  his  majesty  engaged' 
to  send  a  fleet  into  the  Baltic,  to  act  against  the  czar  of 
Muscovy,  in  case  that  monarch  should  reject  reasonable  ' 
proposals  of  peace.  Peter  loudly  complained  of  the  inso- 
lent interposition  of  king  George,  alleging  that  he  had 
liriled  'in  his  engagements,  both  as  elector  of  Hanover  and 
king  of  Great  Britun.  His  resident  at  London  presented 
a  long  memorial  on  this  subject,  which  was  answered  by 
Hie  British  and  Hanoverian  ministry.  These  recrimina<^ 
tions  served  only  to  inflame  the  difference.  The  czar  con- 
tinued to  prosecute  the  war,  and  at  length  concluded  a 
peace  widiout  a  mediator.  At  the  instances,  however,  of 
king  George  and  the  regent  of  France,  a  treaty  of  peace 
was  signed  between  the  queen  of  Sweden  and  the  king  of 
Prussia,  to  whom  that  princess  ceded  the  city  of  Stetin,  the 
district  between  the  rivers  Oder  and  Pehnne,  with  the  isles 
of  WoHtn  and  Usedom.  On  the  other  hand,  he  engaged 
to  join  the  king  of  Great  Britain  in  his  endeavours  ^to 
effect  a  peace  between  Sweden  and  Denmark,  on  condition 
that  the  Danish  king  should  restore  to  queen  Ulrica  that 
part  of  Pomerania  which  he  had  seized ;  he  likewise  pro- 
mised to  pay  to  that  queen  two  millions  of  rix  dollars,  in 
consideration  of  the  cession>3  ahfe  had  made.     The  treaty 
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betweeii  Sweden  and  Demnarlc  wu  mgftid  at  Frtdmtk^ 
atadt  in  the  month  of  June,  through  the  mediailion  of  tlie 
king  of  Great  Britain,  who  became  guarantee  for  the 
Dane's  keeping  posaeasion  of  $lesirick»  He  ^KXMenaed, 
however,  to  restore  the  Upper  Pomerania^  the  isle  of 
Rugen,  the  city  of  Wismart  and  whatever  he  had  taken 
from  Sweden  during  the  war,  in  consideration  of  Swtden'a 
renouncing  the  exemption  from  toll  in  the  Sound,  ahd  the 
two  Belu  s  and  paying  to  Denmark  lix  hundred  thoosaad 
rix  dollars* 

t  XXV.  Sir  John  Norris  had  again  sailed  to  the  Bal- 
tic  with  a  strong  squadron,  to  pve  weight  to  the  ktng'a 
mediation.  Wbep  he  arrived  at  Copenhagen  he  wrote  » 
letter  to  prince  Dolgorouki,  the  czar's  ambassador  at  die 
court  of  Denmark,  signifying  that  he  and  the  king's  envoy 
at  Stockholm  were  vested  with  full  powers  to  act  jointly 
or  separably  in  quality  of  plenipotentiaries,  m  older  to 
effect  a  peace  between  Sweden  and  Muscovy,  in  the  way. 
qf  mediation.  The  prince  answered  that  (he  czar  had 
Nothing  more  at  heart  than  pc»ace  and  tranquillity ;  and  ia 
case  his  Britannia  majesty  had  any  proposals  to  make  to 
that  prince,  he  hoped  the  admiral  would  excuse  him  froto 
receiving  them,  as  they  might  be  delivered  in  a  much  more 
comptnilious  way.  The  English  Sect  immediately  joined 
that' of  Sweden  as  auxiliaries }  bM  they  had  no  <^portunity 
of  acting  against  the  Russian  squadron,  ^icb  secured 
itst^lf  in  Revel.  Ulcica,  queen  of  Sweden,  and  aister  to 
Chsirles  XI L  had  married  the  prince  of  Hesse,  and  was 
extremely  desirous  that  he  should  be  joined  with  her  in 
the  administration  of  the  regal  power.  She  wrolie  a  aepn* 
rate  letter  to  each  of  the  four  states,  desiring  tkey  would 
confer  on  him  the  sovereignty ;  and  after  some  oppositkxx 
from  the  nobles,  he  wsis  actually  elected  khig  of  Sweden. 
He  sent  one  of  his  general  officers  to  notify  bis  elevation 
to  the  czar,  who  congratulated  him  upon  his  acceasion  to 
the  throne ;  this  was  the  beginning  of  a  negotiation  which 
ended  in  peace,  and  established  the  tranquillity  of  die 
noith.  In  the  midst  of  these  transactions,  king  George 
set  out  from  England  for  his  Hanoverian  dominions  9  bvtt, 
before  he  departed  from  Great  Britain,  he  was  reconciled 
.to  the  pprifice  of  Wales,  through  the  endeavow^  of  the* 


^uke  0S  Skvooiluiw  nd  Mr.  W«lpok»  who,  wWi  ««f| 
C<ilit||fer,  lord  Townah^nd,  Mr,  Methuea,  and  Mr.  Pnl^ 
«iey«  were  received  mio  favour,  waA  remitted  with  ^ 
vi^i^try.  The  eer}f  of  Dorset  and  Bridge  water  were*' 
^vamaied  to  the  title  of  dohes :  lord  viscauat  Castieite 
WW  mude  an  eeii  1  Hu{^  Boacftwen  waa  created  a  baron, 
^  VMeoimt  Falmouth ;  and  J4ifan  Wallop,  baron,  and  via- 
couat  of  irymitigion. 

$  XXVi;  While  the  king  was  involved  at  Hanover  m 
^  Inbyrinth  of  negotiations,  the  South  Sea  scheme  prodi^ 
eed  n  kind  of  national  delirium  in  his  English  domiyion^ 
Bhnit,  the  profeetor,  bad  taken  the  hint  of  hb  plan  from 
the  ftmous  Miadisuppi  scheme  formed  by  Law,  which  in 
the  preeeding  year  had  rabed  such  n  Ibnnent  in  Frapce, 
and  entailed  roin  nfou  many  thousand  families  of  diat 
kingclom.  In  the  scheme  of  Law,  there  was.  something 
substamiaL  An  ejLclusive  trade  to  Loubiana  promised 
aome  ndfvaaiagej  though  die  design  was  defeated  by  the 
franaie  eagsmess  of  the  people.  ^  Law  himself  beeame  the 
4ttpe  of  the  rrgent,  who  transferred  the  burden  of  fifteen  . 
hundMd  milKons  of  the  king's  debts  to  the  shoulders  of 
the  aiibjeett:  while  the  projector  was  sacrifiikd  as  the 
senpegoat  e^  political  iniquity.  The  South  Sea  scheme 
psonttsod  no  oommercial  advantage  of  any  consequence. 
It  ^as  bttoy<rd  up  by  nothing  but  the  foUy  and  rapacious* 
.asas  of  individoals,  which  became  so  Uhid  and  extrava^ 
gant,  that  Blunt,  with  moderate  talents,  was  aUe  to  impose 
npon  the  whole  nation,  and  make  tools  of  the  other  direc- 
tors^ to,  serve  his  own  purposes,  and  those  of  a  few  associ- 
ateSb  When  this^  projector  found  that  the  South  Sea.  stock 
did  not  visa  accocding  to  his  expectation  upon,  the  billys - 
iKtng  passed,  he  circulated  a  report,  that  Gibraltar  and 
Port  Mahon  would  be  exchanged  for  some  places  in  Peru  ^ 
by  which  means  the  £nglisb  trade  to  the  South  Sea  would 
Wr.  protected  and  enlarged.  This  rumour,  difBised  by  his 
emissaries,  acted  like  a  contagion.  In  five  days  the  dirae- 
tors  opened  their  books  for  a  subscription  of  one  mtltbn,  at 
the  rate  of  three  hundred  pounds  for  every  hundred  pounds 
capitaL  Persons  of  all  lanks  crowded  to  the  house  in  such, 
a  manner,  that  the  first  subscription  exceeded  two  millions 
qf  ortginai  stodc,     inr  a  few  days  thai  stock  advanced  -tcT 
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tkree  hundred'  and  forty  pounds)  and  the  subscriptions 
were  sc^d  for  double  the  prke  of  the  first  payment.  With« 
out  entering  into  a  detail  of  the  proceedings,  or  explldning 
the  scandalous  arts  that  were  practised  to  enhance  tfa« 
value  of  the  stocky  and  decoy  the  unwary,  we  shall  only 
observe,  that  by  the  promise  of  prodigious  dividends,  and 
other  infamous  arts,  the  stock  was  raised  to  one  thousand  ; 
and  the  whole  nation  infected  with  the  spirit  of  stock-  job^* 
bing  to  an  astonishing  degree*  All  distinctions  of  party, 
religion,  sex,  character,  and  circumstances,  were  swallowed 
up  in  this  universal  concern,  or  in  some  such  ]iecuBiary 
project*  Exchange  Alley  was  filled  with  a  strange  eoQ- 
course  of  statesmen  and  clergymen,  churchmen  and  dia- 
seo^rs,  whigs  and  tories,  physicians,  lawyers,  tradesmen, 
and  even  with  multitudes  of  females.  All  other  profes- 
sions .and  employments  were  utterly  neglected;  and  the 
poople^s  attention  wholly  engrossed  by  thta  and  other  chi* 
merical  schemes,  which  were  known  by  the  denomination 
of  bubbles*  New  companies  started  up  every  day,  under 
the  countenaAce  of  the  prime  nobility*  The  prince  of 
Wales  was  constituted  governor  over  the  Welsh  copper 
'  company :  the  duke  of  Chandos  appeared  at-  the  head  of 
the  York  buildings  company:  the  duke  of  Bridgewweer 
formed  a  third,  for  building  houses  in  London  and  West* 
minster*  About  a  hundred  such  schemes  were  projected 
and,put  in  execution,  to  the  ruin  of  many  thousands.  The 
sums  proposed  to  be  raised  by  these  expedients  amouniedL 
to  three  hundred  millions  sterling,  which  exceeded  ih^ 
Talue  of  all  the  lands  in  England*  The  nation  was  so 
intoxicated  with  the  spirit  of  adventure,  that  people  beca&me 
a  prey  to  the  grossest  delusion.  An  obscosre  projector, 
pretending  to  have  fprmed  a  very  advantageous  scheme, 
which,  however,  he  did  not  explain,  published  proposals 
for  a  subscription,  in  which  he  promised,  that  in  one  month 
the  particulars  of  his  project  should  be  disclosed.  In  the 
mean  time  he  declared  that  every  person  paying  two  gui» 
neas  should  be  entitled  to  a  subscription  for  one  hundred 
pounds,  which  would  produce  that  sum  yearly.  In  one 
fprenoon  this  adventurer  received  a  thousand  of  these  sub- 
scriptions ;  and  in  the  evening  set  out  for  another  king* 
dom.      The    king,   before    his    departure,   had   issued   a* 
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piockaiatioo  ag»ia&t  t^ieae  wdawAil  pmjoets;  the  lords 
juitioes  afterwards  dtsmisaed  all  the  petitioos  that  had  been 
preacined  for  charters  and  patents;  and  the  prince  of 
W^i^  renounced  theconpaay  of  vbich  he  had  been  elect* 
ed  governor.  .  The  3outh  Sea  acheme  raised  snch  a  flood 
o£  eager  avidity  and  extravagant  hope^  that  the  majority  of 
4he  diveclors  were  swept  along  with  it,  even  contrary  to 
Uieir  own  sense  and  inclination ;  but  Blunt  and  his  accom- 
plices still  directed  the  stream* 

^XXVIL  The  infatuation  prevailed  till  the  eighth  day 
of  September^  when  the  stock  began  ,to  fall*  Then  did 
some  of  the  adventurers  awake  from  their  delirium*  The 
number  of  the  sellers  daily  increased^  On  die  twenty^ 
ninth  day  of  the  month  the  stock  had  sunk  to  one  hundred 
and  fifty:  several  eminent  goldsmiths  and. bankers,  who 
had  lent  great  sums  upon  it,  were  obliged  to  stop  payment, 
and  abscond.  The  ebb  of  this  portentous  tide  was  so 
violent,  that; it  bore  down  every  thing  in  its  way;  and'  an 
infinil^  number  of  families  were  overwhelmed  with  ruin.' 
Public  credit  sustained  a  terrible  shock :  the  nation  was 
thrown  into  a  dangerous  ferment ;  and  nothing  was  heard 
bi^  the  ravings  of  grief,  disappointment,  and  despair. 
Some  principal  members  of  the  ministry  were  deeply  con- 
cerned in  these  frauduknt  transactions :  when  they  saw  the 
j^ice  of  stock  sinking  daily,  they  employed  all  their  influ- 
eni^  with  the  bank  to  support  the  credit  of  the  South  Sea 
company-  That,  corporation  agreed,  though  with  reluc- 
tanoe,  to  subscribe  into  the  stock  of  the  South  Sea  compa- 
ny, valued  at  four  hundred  per  cent,  three  millions  five 
hundred  thousand  pounds,  which  the  company  was  to  repay 
to  the  bank  on  lady  day  and  michaelmas  of  the  ensuing 
year*  This  transaction  was  managed  by  Mr.  Robert  Wal- 
pole,  who,  with  his  own  hand,  wrote  the  minute  of  agree- 
ment, afterwards  known  by  the  name  of  the  bank  contract. 
Books  were  opened  at  the  bank,  to  take  in  a  subscription 
for  the  support  of  public  credit :  and  considerable  sums  of 
money  were  brought  in.  By  this  expedient  the  stock  was 
raised  at  first,  and  those  who  contrived  it  seized  the 
opportunity  to  realise.  But  the  bankruptcy  of  goldsmiths 
and  the  swordblade  company,  from  the  fall  of  South  Sea 
stocky  oecasioned  snch  a  run  upon  the  bank,  that  the  money 
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^M  paid  Rwaj^  faster  than  it  could  be  received  ftoiki  tht 
eubscription.  Then  the  South  Sea  stock  sunk  again  |  and 
the  directors  of  the  bank,  finding  themselves  -jtn  danger  of 
being  involved  iti  that  company's  ruin,  renounced  the  agree- 
hient,  which,  indeed,  Aey  wer^  under  no  obligation  to  per«> 
Ibrm,  for  it  was  drawn  up  in  such  a  manner,  as  to  be  no 
tnort  than  the  rough  draft  of  a  subsequent  agreement, 
without  due  form,  penalty,  or  clause  of  obligation*  AH 
expedients  having  failed,  and  the  elaltiours  of  the  people 
diiily  iticrcasirig,  expresses  were  despatched  to  Hdndver, 
representing  the  state  of  the  nation,  and  pressing  the  king 
to  return.  He  accordingly  shortened  his  intended  stay  in 
■Germany,  and  arrived  in  England  on  the  eleventh  day  of 
November, 

$  XXVI  t.  Th«  parliament  being  assembted  on  the 
eighth  day  of  D^ember,  his  tnajesty  expressed  his  concern 
for  the  unhappy  turn  of  affairs,  which  had  so  deeply  afleeted 
the  public  credit  at  home :  he  earnestly  desir^  tht  coUI- 
mons  to  consider  of  the  most  effectual  and  speedy  methods 
to  restore  the  national  bredit,  and  fix  It  upon  a  lilting 
esti!ibrif<hmcnt«  The  low^r  house  w^s  tOo  much  interested 
in  the  calamity,  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  that  stib- 
ject*  The  members  seemed  to  lay  aside  all  party  distinc* 
tions,  and  vie  with  each  other  in  promoting  an  tnquirj^  by 
which  justice  might  be  done  to  the  injured  nation.  They 
ordered  the  directors  to  produce  an  account  of  all  their 
proceedings.  Sir  Joseph  Jekyll  moved,  that  a  select  com^ 
mtttee  might  be  appointed,  to  examine  the  particulars 
of  this  transaction.  Mr.  Walpole,  now  paymaster  of  the 
forces,  observed,  that  such  a  method  would  protract  the 
inquiry,  H'hile  the  public  credit  lay  in  a  bleeding  condition. 
He  told  the  house  he  had  formed  a  scheme  for  restoring 
public  credit ;  but,  before  he  \vouk!  communicate  this  plan, 
desired  to  know  whether  the  subscriptions  of  public  debts 
and  incumbrances,  money  subscriptions  and  other  Contracts 
made  with  the  South  Sea  companj'',  should  remain  in  the 
present  state.  Aftar  a  warm  debate,  the  question  was 
carried  in  the  aflSrmative,  with  this  addition^  **  Unless  aher- 
**  cd  for  the  ease  and  relief  of  the  proprietors,  by  a  general 
**  court  of  the  South  Sea  company,  or  set  aside  in  dud 
^S  course  of  law."  Next  day  Walpole  produced  his  scheme, 
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to  engnft  nine  millions  a£  South  Sea  Btock  into  the  bank  of 
England,  and  the  like»sttin  into  the  East  India  company,  • 
on  Gttrtain  condition8«.  The  house  voted,  that  proposals 
fibould  be  received  from  the  bank,  and  those  two  companies, 
OD  this  , subject..  These  being  delivered,  the  commons 
seaolved,  that  an  engrossment  of  nine  millions  of  the  capital 
atock  of  the  South  Sea  company,  into  the  capital  stock  of 
the  bank  and  East  India  company,  as  proposed  by  these 
companies,  would  contribute  very  much  to  the  restoring 
public  crediu  A  bill  upon  this  resolution  was  brought  in, 
paoaed  through  both  houses,  and  received  the  royal  assent. 
Another  bill  was  enacted  into  a  law,  for  restraining  the  sub 
governor,  deputy  governor,  directors,  treasurer,  under  trea-* 
surer,  cashier,  secretary,  and  accomptants,  of  the  South  Sea 
compamy,  from  quitting  the  kingdom,  till  the  end  of  the 
nextaesaion  of  parliament ;  and  for  discovering  their  estates 
^ad  effect^,  so  as  to  prevent  them  from  being  transported 
^  aUenated*  A  committee  of  secrecy  was  chosen  by  ballot, 
•to  examine  all  the  books,  papers,  and  proceedings,  relating 
to  the  execution  of  the  South  Sea  act* 

$  XXIX.  The  lords  were  not  less  eager  than  the  com* 
mons  to  prosecute  this  inquiry,  though  divers  members  in 
both  houses  were  deeply  inv<^ved  in  the  guilt  and  infamy  of 
the  transaction.  Earl  Stanhope  said  the  estates  of  the  crim- 
inals, whether  directors  or  not  directors,  ought  to  be  confis- 
cated, to  repair  the  public  losses.  He  was  seconded  by  lord 
Carteret,  and  even  by  the  earl  of  Sunderland.  The  duke 
of  Wharton  declared  he  would  give  up  the  best  friend  he 
had,  should  he  be  found  guilty.  He  observed,  that  the 
nation  had  been  plundered  in  a  most  flagrant  and  notorious 
manner ;  therefore,  they  ought  to  find  out  and  punish  the 
offenders  severely,  without  respect  of  persons.  The  sub 
and  deputy  governors,  the  directors  and  officers  of  the 
South  Sea  company,  were  examined  at  the  bar  of  the  house. 
Then  a  bill  was  brought  in,  disabling  them  to  enjoy  any 
office  in  that  company,  or  in  the  East  India  company,  or  in 
the  bank  of  England.  Three  brokers  were  likewise  exam- 
ined, and  made  great  discoveries.  Knight,  the  treasurer 
of  the  South  Sea  company,  who  had  been  intrusted  with 
.  the  secrets  of  the  whole  affair,  thought  proper  to  withdraw 
himself  from  the  kingdom.     A  proclamation  was  issued  to 
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"apprehend  him ;  and  another  for  preventing  any  of  the 
directors  from  escaping  out  of  the  kingdom.  At  this  period, 
the  secret  committee  informed  the  house  of  commons,  that 
they  had  already  discovered  a  train  of  the  deepest  viUany 
and  fraud  that  hell  ever  contrived  to  ruin  a  nation,  which 
in  due  time  they  would  lay  before  the  house :  in  the  mean 
while,  they  thought  it  highly  necessary  to  secure  the  per- 
sons of  some  of  the  directors  and  principal  officers  of  the 
South  Sea  company,  as  well  as  to  seize  their  papers.  An 
order  was  made  to  secure  the  books  and  papers  of  Knight, 
Surmand,  and  Turner.  The  persons  of  sir  George  Caswell, 
sir  John  Blunt,  sir  John  Lambert,  sir  John  Fellowes,  and 
Mr.  Grigsby,  were  taken  into  custody.  Sir  Theodore 
Janson,  Mr.  Sawbridge,  sir  Robert  Chaplain,,  and  Mr. 
Eyles  were  expelled  the  house,  and  apprehended.  Mr. 
Aislabie  resigned  his  employments  of  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  and  lord  of  the  treasury ;  and  orders  were  given 
to  remove  all  directors  of  the  South  Sea  company  from  the 
places  they  possessed  under  the  government. 

§  XXX.  The  lords,  in  the  course  of  their  examination, 
discovered  that  large  portions  of  South  Sea  stock  had  been 
given  to  several  persons  in  the  administration  and  house  of 
commons,  for  promoting  the  passing  of  the  South  Sea  act. 
The  house  immediately  resolved,  that  this  practice  was  a 
notorious  and  most  dangerous  species  of  corruption :  that  the 
directors  of  the  South  Sea  company  having  ordered  great 
quantities  of  their  stock  to  be  bought  for  the  service  of  the 
company,  when  it  was  at  a  very  high  price,  and  on  pretence 
of  keeping  up  the  price  of  stock :  and  at  the  same  time 
several  of  the  directors,  and  other  officers  belonging  to  the 
company,  having,  in  a  clandestine  manner,  sold  their  own 
stock  to  the  company,  such  directors  and  officers  were  guilty 
of  a  notorious  fraud  and  breach  of  trust,  and  their  so  doing 
was  one  great  cause  of  the  unhappy  turn  of  afrairs,  that  had 
so  much  affected  public  credit.  Many  other  resolutions 
were  takep  against  that  infamous  confederacy,  in  which, 
however,  the  innocent  were  confounded  with  the  guilt>'. 
Sir  John  Blunt  refusing  to  answer  certain  interrogations,  a 

■  violent  debate  arose  about  the  manner  in  which  he  should 
be  treated.  The  duke  of  Wharton  observed,  that  the 
government  of  the  best  princes  was  sometimes  rendered 
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intolerable  to  their  subjects  by  bad  ministers :  he  mentioned 
the  example  of  Sejanus,  who  had  made  a  division  in  the 
Imperial  family,  and  rendered  the  reign  of  Claudius  hate- 
ful to  the  Romans.  Earl  Stanhope  conceiving  this  reflec- 
tion was  aimed  at  him,  was  seized  with  a  transport  of 
anger.  He  undertook  to  vindicate  the  ministry ;  and  spoke 
with  such  vehemence  as  produced  a  violent  headach,  which 
obliged  him  to  retire.  He  underwent  proper  evacuations, 
and  seemed  to  recover :  but  next  day,  in  the  evening,  be- 
came lethargic,  and  being  seized  with  a  suffocation,  instant- 
ly expired.  The  king  deeply  regretted  the  death  of  this 
fiivourite  mimster,  which  was  the  more  unfortunate,  as  it 
happened  at  such  a  critical  conjuncture ;  and  he  appointed 
lord  Townshend  to  fill  his  place  of  secretary.  Earl  Stan- 
hope was  survived  but  a  few  days  by  ^e  other  secretary, 
Mr.  Craggs,  who  died  of  the  smallpox  on  the  sixteenth  day 
of  February.  Knight,  the  cashier  of  the  South  Sea  com- 
pany, being  seized  at  Tirlemont,  by  the  viplance  of  Mr. 
Gandot,  secretary  to  Mr.  Leathes,  the  British  resident  at 
Brussels,  was  confined  in  the  citadel  of  Antwerp.  Applica- 
tion was  made  to  the  court  of  Vienna,  that  he  should  be 
delivered  to  such  persons  as  might  be  appointed  to  receive 
him:  but  he  had  found  means  to  interest  the  states  of 
Brabant  in  his  behalf.  They  insisted  upon  their  privilege 
granted  by  charter,  that  no  person  apprehended  for  any 
crime  in  Brabant  should  be  tried  in  any  other  country. 
The  house  of  commons  expressed  their  indignation  at  this 
frivolous  pretence  :  instances  were  renewed  to  the  emperor : 
and  in  the  mean  time  Knight  escaped  from  the  citadel  of 
Antwerp. 

$  XXXI.  The  committee  of  secrecy  found,  that,  before 
any  subscription  could  be  made,  a  fictitious  stock  of 
five  hundred  and  seventy-four  thousand  pounds  had  been 
disposed  of  by  the  directors,- to  facilitate  the  passing  the 
bill.  Great  part  of  this  was  distributed  among  the  earl 
of  Sunderland,  Mr.  Craggs,  senior,  the  dutchess  of  Ken- 
dal, the  countess  of  Platen  and  her  two  nieces,  Mr. 
Secretary  Craggs,  and  Mr.  Aislabie,  Chancellor  of  the 
exchequer.  In  consequence  of  the  committee's  report,^ 
the  house  came  to  several  severe,  though  just,  resolu- 
tions against  the  directors  and  officers  of  the  South  Sea 
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company ;  and  a  bill  waa  prepared  for  the  raUtf  of  cbe 
unhappy  sufferers^     Mr.  Stanhope,  one  of  the  secretariea 
of  the  treasury,  charged  in  the  report  widi  having  large 
quantities  of  stock  and  subscriptions,  desired  that  be  might 
have  an  opportunity  to  clear  himself.     His  request  was 
granted ;  and  the  affair^  being  discussed,  he  was  cleared  by 
a  majority  of  three  voices.     Fifty  thousand  pounds  in  stock 
had  been  taken  by  Knight  for  the  use  of  the  earl  of  Sunder- 
land.    Great  part  of  the  house  entered  eagerly  into  this 
inquiry  ;  and  a  violent  dispute  ensued*    The  whole  strength 
of  the  ministry  was  mustered  in  his  defence.    The  majority 
declared  him  innocent :  the  nation  in  general  was  of  am>ther 
opinion.     He  resigned  his  place  of  first  commissioner  in 
the  treasury,  which  was  bestowed  upon  Mr.  Robert  Wal- 
pole;  but  he  still  retained  the  confidence  of  his  master. 
With  respect  to  Mr.  Aislabie,  the  evidence  appeared  so 
strong  against  him,  that  the  commons  resolved,  he  had 
promoted  the  destructive  execution  of  the  South  Seaschenaef 
with  a  view  to  his  own  exorbitant  profit,  and  combined 
with  the  directors  in  their  pernicious  practices,  to  the  ruin  of 
public  credit.    He  was  expelled  the  house,  and  committed  to 
the  Tower.    Mr.  Craggs,  senior,  died  of  the  lethargy,  beCbve 
he  underwent  the  censure  of  the  house.      Nevertheless, 
they  resolved  that  he  was  a  notorious  accomplice  with  Rob- 
ert  Knight,  and  some  of  the  directors,  in  carrying  on  tkeir 
scandalous  practices ;  and  therefore,  that  all  the  estate  of 
which  he  was  possessed,  from  the  first  day  of  December  in 
the  preceding  year,  should  be  applied  towards  the  relief  of 
the  unhappy  sufferers  in  the  South  Sea  company.^    The 
directors,  in  obedience  to  the  order  of  the  house,  delivered 
in  inventories  of  their  estates,  which  wete  confiscated  by 
act  of  parliament,  towards  making  good  the  damages  sus« 
tained  by  the  company,  after  a  certain  allowance  was  de- 
ducted for  each,  according  to  his  conduct  and  circumstances* 
$  XXXII.  The  delinquents  being  thus  punished  by  the 
forfeiture  of  their  fortunes,  the  house  converted  their  atten- 
tion to  means  for  repairing  the  mischiefs  which  the  scheme 
had  produced.^    This  was  a  very  difficult  task,  on  account 
of  the  contending  interests  of  those  engaged  in  the  Srtn^ 
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Sea  company,  which  rendered  it  impossible  to  relieve  some 
hut  at^the  expense  of  others.  Several  wholesome  resolu* 
tiims  were  taken;  and  presented  with  an  address  to  the 
khig)  explaining  the  motives  of  their  proceedings.  On  the 
twenty-ninth  day  of  July,  the  parliament  was  prorogued 
far  two  days  only.  Then  his  majesty  going  to  the  house 
of  peers,  declared  that  he  had  called  them  together  again 
so  suddenly,  that  they  might  resume  the  consideration  of 
die  state  of  public  credit.  The  commons  immediately 
prepared  a  bill  upon  the  resolutions  they  had  taken.  The 
whole  capital  stock,  at  the  end  of  the  year  one  thousand  * 
seven  hundred  and  twenty,  amounted  to  about  thirty-seven 
millions  eight  hundred  thousand  pounds.  The  stock  allot- 
ted to  all  the  proprietors  did  not  exceed  twenty-four  mil- 
lions five  hundred  thousand  pounds :  the  remaining  capital 
stock  belonging  to  the  company  in  their  corporate  capacity, 
Itr  was  the  profit  arising  from  the  execution  of  the  South 
Sea  scheme;  and  out  of  this  the  bill  enacted,  that  seven 
millions  should  be  paid  to  the  public.  The  present  act 
likewise  directed  several  additions  to  be  made  to  the  stock 
of  the  proprietors,  out  of  that  possessed  by  the  con^pany  in 
their  own  right :  it  made  a  particular  distribution  of  stock, 
amounting  to  two  millions  two  hundred  thousand  pounds ; 
and  upon  remitting  five  millions  of  the  seven  to  be  paid  to 
the  public,  annihilated  two  millions  of  their  capital.  It 
was  enacted,  that  after  these  distributions,  the  remaining 
capital  stock  should  be  divided  among  all  the  proprietors. 
This  dividend  amounted  to  thirty-three  pounds  six  shillings 
and  eight-pence  per  cent,  and  deprived  the  company  of  eight 
millions  nine  hundred  thousand  pounds.  They  had  lent 
above  eleven  millions  on  stock  unredeemed ;  of  which  the 
parliament  discharged  all  the  debtors,  upon  their  paying 
ten  per  cent.  Upon  this  article  the  company's  loss  exceed- 
ed six  million  nine  hundred  thousand  pounds  -^  for  many 
debtors  refused  to  make  any  payment.  The  proprietors 
of  the  stock  loudly  complained  of  their  being  deprived  of 
two  millions;  and  the  parliament  in  the  sequel,  revived 
that  sum  which  had  been  annihilated.  While  this  aflfair 
was  in  agitation,  petitions  from  counties,  cities,  and  bo- 
roughs, in  all  parts  of  the  kingdom,  were  presented  to  the 
house,  crying  for  justice  against  the  villany  of  the  direc- 
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tors.  PsimphletB  gnd  papers  were  daily  published  on  the 
same  subject;  so  that  the  whole  nadon  was  exasperated 
to  the  bluest  pitch  of  resentment.  Nevertheless,  by  the 
wise  and  vigorous  resolutions  of  the  parliament,  the  South 
Sea  company  was  soon  in  a  condition  to  fulfil  their  engage- 
ments with  the  public :  the  ferment  of  the  people  subsided; 
and  the  credit  of  the  nation  was.  restored* 
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Resident  at  London.  §  XXXIV.  Conventions  with 
Sweden  and  Hesse  Cassef.  §  XXXV.  Vote  of  credits, 
§  XXXVI*  Siege  of  Gibraltar  by  the  Spaniards^ 
§  XXXVII.  Preliminaries  of  peace.  §  XXXVIII. 
Death  and  character  of  George  I-  King  of  Great 
Britain. 

$  I.  DURING  the  infatuation  produced  by  this 
infamous  scheme,  luxury,  vice,  and  profligacy,  increased 
to  a  shocking  degree  of  extravagance.  The  adventurers, 
intoxicated  by  their  imaginary  wealth,  pampered  them- 
selves with  the  rarest  dainties,  and  the  moat  expensive 
wines  that  could  be  imported:  they  purchased  the  most 
sumptuous  furniture,  equipage,  and  apparel,  though  with- 
out taste  or  discernment:  they  indulged  their  criminal 
passions  to  the  most  scandalous  excess  :  their  discourse 
was  the  language,  of  pride,  insolence,  and  the  most  ridi- 
culous ostentation :  they  affected  to  scoff  at  religion  and 
morality;  and  even  to  set  heaven  at  defiance.  The  earl 
of  Nottingham  complained  in  the  house  of  lords  of  the 
growth  of  atheism,  profaneness,  and  immorality ;  and  a  bill 
was  brought  in  for  suppressing  blasphemy  and  prc^aneness* 
It  contained  several  articles  seemingly  calculated  to  res- 
train the  liberty  granted  to  nonconformist^  by  the  laws  of 
the  last  session;  for  that  reason  it  met  with  vicdent  oppo-* 
nition.  It  was  supported  by  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury, 
the  earl  of  Nottingham,  lord  Bathurst  and  Trevor,  the 
bishops  of  London,  Winchester,  and  Litchfield  and  Cov- 
jentry*  One  of  these  said,  he  verily  believed  the  present 
calamity  occasioned  by  the  South  Sea  project  was  a  judg- 
ment of  God  on  the  blasphemy  and  profaneness  of  the 
nation.  Lord  Onslow  replied,  ^^  that  noble  peer  must  then 
^^  be  a  great  sinner,  for  he  has  lost  considerably  by  the 
^^  South  Sea  scheme."  The  duke  of  Wharton,  who  had 
rendered  himself  famous  by  his  wit  and  profligacy,  said  he 
was  not  insensible  of  the  common  opinion  of  the  town  con- 
cerning himself,  and  gladly  seized  this  opportunity  of  vin- 
dicating his  character,  by  declaring  he  was  far  from  being 
a  patron  of  blasphemy,  or  an  enemy  to  religion.  On  the 
other  hand,  he  pould  not  but  oppose  the  bill,  because  he 
conceived  it  to  be  repugnant  to  the  holy  scripture.     Then 
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pulling  an  old  family  bible  from  his  pockety  h^  quoted 
several  passages  from  the  epistles  of  St*  Peter  and  St» 
Paul;  concluding  with  a  desire  that  th^  bill  might  be 
thrown  out.  The  earl  of  Peterborough,  declared,  that 
though  he  was  ibr  a  t>arliamentary  icing,  yet  he  did  not 
desire  to  have  a  parliamentary  god,  or  a  parliamentary  ' 
religion;  and,  should  the  house  declare  for'  one  of  this 
kind,  he  would  go  to  Rome,  and  endeavour  to  be  chosen 
a  cardinal ;  for  he  had  rather  sit  in  the  conclave  than  with 
their-  lordships  upon  those  terms.  After  a  vehement 
debate,  the  bill  was  postponed  to  a  long  day,  by  a  con« 
siderable  majority. 

$  II.  The  season  was  far  advanced  before  the  supplies 
were  granted :  and  at  length  they  were  not  voted  with  that 
cheerfulness  and  good  humour   which  the    majority   had 
hitherto  manifested  on  such  occassions.     On  the  sixteenth 
day  of  June,  the  king  sent  a  message  to  the  house  of  com- 
mons, importing,  that  he  had  agreed  to  pay  a  subsidy  to  the 
crown  of  Sweden,  and  he  hoped  they  would  enable  him  to 
make  good  his  engagements.     The  leaders  of  the  opposition 
took    fire    at   this   intimation.       They   desired   to   know 
whether  this  subsidy,  amounting  to  seventy-two  thousand 
pounds,  was  to  be  paid  to  Sweden  over  and  above  the  ex- 
pence  of  maintaining  a  strong  squadron  in  the  Baltic  ^  lord 
Molesworth  observed  that,  by  our  late  conduct,  we  were 
become  the  allies  of  the  whole  world,  and  the  bubbles  of  all 
our  allies :  for  we  were  obliged  to  pay  them  well  for  their' 
assistance.      He  affirmed  that  the  treaties  which  had  been 
made  with  Sweden,  at  different  times^  were  inconsistent  and 
contradictory :  that  our  late  engagements  with  that  crown 
were  contrary  to  the  treaties  subsisting  with  Denmark,  and 
directly  opposite  to  the  measures  formerly  concerted  with 
the  czar  of  Muscovy.     He  said,  that  in  order  to  engage  the  - 
czar  to  yield  what  he  had  gained  in  the  course  of  the  war, 
the  king  of  Prussia  ought  to  give  up  Stetin,  and  the  elector 
of  Hanover  restore  Bremen  and  Verden :  that,  after  all,  Eng- 
land had  no  business  to  intermeddle  with  the  affairs  of  the 
empire :  that  we  reaped  little  or  no  advantage  by  our  trade 
to  the  -B^tic,  but  that  of  procuring  naval  stores ;  he  owned, 
th^  hemp  was  a  very  necessary  commodity,  particularly  at; 
th|s  junctpre ;  but  he  insisted,  that  if  due  encourageoaent 
Vol.  II  N  n 
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were  given  to  some  of  pur  plantfttions  in  Amttrksi)  we  might 
be  supplied  from  thence  at  a  much  cheaper  rate  than  from 
Sweden  and  Norway.  Notwithstanding  these  arguments, 
the  Swedish  supply  was  granted  :  and,  in  about  three  weeks, 
their  complaisance  was  put  to  another  proof*  They  wart 
'  given  to  understand,  by  a  second  message,  that  the  debts 
of  the  civil  list  amounted  to  five  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
pounds ;  and  his  majesty  hoped  they  would  empower  him  to 
raise  thdt  sum  upon  the  revenue^  as  he  proposed  it  should 
be  replaced  to  the  civil  list,  and  reimbursed  by  a  deduction 
from  the  salaries  and  wages  of  all  officers,  as  well  as  from 
the  pensions  and  other  payments  from  the  crown*  A  bill 
was  prepared  for  this  purpose,  though  not  without  warm 
opposition ;  and,  at  the  iame  time,  an  act  passed  for  a  gco* 
erftl  pardon.  On  the  tenth  of  August,  the  king  closed  the 
session  with  a  speech,  in  which  he  «xprc$scd  his  concern 
forrthe  sufferings  of  the  innocent,  -and  a  just  indignation 
against  the  guilty,  with  respect  to  the  South  Sea  scheme* 
These  professions  were  judged  necessary  to  clear  his  own 
character,  which  had  incurred  the  suspicion  of  some  people, 
who  whispered  that  he  was  not  aliogether  free  from  connex- 
ions with  the  projectors  of  that  design ;  that  the  emperor 
had,  at  his  desire,  refused  to  dtlivcr  up  Knight;, and  that  he 
favoured  the  directors  and  their  accomplices* 

§  III*  Lords  Townshend  and  Carteret  were  now  ap- 
pointed secretaries  of  ^ cnte  :  and  the  earl  of  Hay  was  vested 
with  the  office  of  lord  privy  seal  of  Scotland*  In  June  the 
treaty  of  peace  between  Great  Britain  and  Spain  was  signed 
at  Madrid.  The  contracting  parties  engaged  to  restore 
mutually  all  the  effects  seized  and  confiscated  on  both  sides. 
In  particular,  the  king  of  England  promised  to  restore  all 
the  ships  of  the  Spanish  fleet  which  had  been  taken  in  the 
Mediterranean,  or  the  value  of  them,  if  they  were  sold.  He 
likewise  promised,  in  a  secret  article,  that  he  would  no 
longer  interfere  in  the  aifairs  of  Italy;  and  the  king  of 
Spain  made  an  absolute  cession  of  Gibraltar  and  Port  Ma- 
hon.  At  the  same  time,  a  defensive  alliance  was  concluded 
l^etwecn  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Spain.  All  remain- 
-ing  difficulues  were  referred  to  a  congress  at  Carobray, 
.  where  they  hoped  to  consolidate  a  general  peace,  by  deter- 
mining all  diflfirenccs  between  the  emperor  and  his  catholic 
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majesty.  In  xkt  meiD  time,  the  powers  of  Great  BritAn, 
France,  and  Spain,  engaged,  fay  rirtue  of  the  present  treaty^ 
to  grant  to  the  duke  of  Parma  a  particular  protection  for 
the  preservation  of  his  territories  and  rights,  and  for  the 
support  of  his  dignity.  It  was  also  stipulated,  that  the 
states  general  should  be  invited  to  accede  to  this  alUance* 
The  congress  at  Cambray  was  opened :  but  the  demands  on 
both  sides  were  so  high,  that  it  proved  ineffectiiaU  In  the 
mean  time,  the  peace  between  Russia  and  Sweden  was  cott- 
eluded  on  condition  that  the  czar  shoukl  rttain  Livonia, 
Ingria,  Estmiia,  part  of  Cardia^  and  of  the  territory  of 
Wyburg,  Riga,  Revel,  and  Narva,  in  consideration  of  his 
restoring  part  of  Finland,  and  paying  two  millions  of  rtx 
dollars  to  the  king  of  Sweden.  The  personal  animosity  sub- 
sisting between  king  George  and  the  czar  seemed  to  in-  , 
crease.  Baatagif,  the  Russian  resident  at  London,  having 
presented  a  memorial  that  contained  some  unguarded  ex* 
pressions,  was  ordered  to  quit  the  kingdom  in  a  fortnight. 
The  czar  published  a  declaration  at  Petersburgh,  com^ain- 
ing  of  this  outrage,  which,  he  said^  ought  naturally  to  have 
engaged  him  to  use  reprisals ;  but,  as  he  perceived  it  was 
done  without  any  regard  to  the  concerns  of  England,  and 
only  in  favour  of  die  Hanoverian  interest,  he  was  unwilling 
that  the  English  nation  should,  suffer  for  a  piece-  of  injus^^ 
tice  in  which  they  had  no  share.  He,  therefore,  granted 
to  them  all  maimer  of  security^  and  free  liberty  to  trade  in 
all  his  dominions.  To  finish  this  strange  tissue  of  negotia* 
tions,  king  George  concluded  a  treaty  with  the  Moors  of 
Africk,  against'which  the  Spaniards  loudly  exclaimed. 

^  IV.  In  the  course  of  this  year,  pope  Clement  XI. 
died ;  and  the  princess  of  Wales  was  deliverd  of  a  prince, 
baptized  by  the  name  of  William  Augustus,  the  late  duke 
of  Cumberland.  A  dreadful  plague  raging  at  MarseilicSf 
a  proclamation  was  published,  forbidding"  any  person  tp 
come  into  England,  from  any  part  of  France  between  thct 
bay  of  Biscay  and  Dunkirk,  without  certificates  of  heaUb« 
Other  precautions  were  taken  to  guard  against  contagion. 
An  act  of  parliament  had  passed  in  the  preceding  seesion, 
for  the  prevention  of  infection,  by  building  pest  houses,  to 
which  ail  infected  persons,  and  all  persons  of  an  infected 
family,  should  be  conveyed:  and,  by- drawing tremAies  and 
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lines  round  any  city,town,  or  place  nrfected.  ^Thekhig,  ia 
his  speech  at  opening  the  session  of  parliament,  on  thenine^ 
teenth  day  of  October,  intimated  the  pacification  of  the 
north,  by  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty  between  Muscovy 
and  Sweden.  He  desired  the  house  of  commons  to  consi- 
der of  means  for  easing  the  duties  upon  tlHr  imported  com- 
nkodities  used  in^  the  manufactures  of  the  kingdom.  He 
observed,  that  the  nation  might  be  supplied  with  naval 
atores  from  our  own  colonies  in  North  America ;  and  that 
their  being  employed  in  this  useful  and  advantageous 
branch  of  commerce  would  divert  them  from  setting  up 
vianufactures  which  directly  interfered  with  those  of  Great 
Britain.  He  expressed  a  desire  that,  with  respect  to  the 
supplies,  his  people  might  reap  some  immediate  benefit  from 
the  present  circumstances  of  aflPairs  abroad :  and  he  eamesdy 
recommended  to  their  consideration,  means  for  preventing 
the  plagtie,  particularly  by  providing  against  the  practice  of 
smuggling. 

$  V.  One  of  the  first  objects  that  attracted  the  atten- 
ticm  of  the  upper  house  was  the  case  of  John  Law,  the 
famous  projector.  The  resentment  of  the  people  on  account 
of  his  Mississippi  scheme  had  obliged  him  to  leave  France* 
He  retired  to  Italy ;  and  was  said  to  have  visited  the  pre- 
tender at  Rome.  From  thence  he  repaired  to  Hanover; 
imd  return^  to  England  from  the  Baltic,  in  the.  fleet  com- 
manded by  sir  John  Norris.  The  king  favoured  him  with 
a  private  audience:  he  kept  open  house,  and  was  visited 
by  great  numbers  of  persons  of  the  first  quality.  £arl  Con* 
ingsby  represented  in  the  house  of  lords,  that  he  could  not 
but  entertain  some  jealousy  of  a  person  who  had  done  so 
much  mischief  in  a  neighbouring  kingdom ;  who,  being  im- 
mfensely  rich,  mig^t  do  a  great  deal  more  hurt  here,  by 
tampering  with  those  who  were  grown  desperate,  in  conse- 
quence of  being  involved  in  the  calamity  occasioned  by  the 
fatal  imitation  of  his  pernicious  projects.  He  observed,  that 
this  person  was  the  more  dangerous,  as  he  had  renounced 
bis  natural  aflection  to  tiis  country,  his  allegiance  to  his 
^wful  sovereign,  and  his  religion,  by  turning  Roman  catho- 
lic. Lord  Carteret  replied,  that  Mr.  Law  had,  many  ;^ears 
^go,  the  misfortune  to  )till  a  gentleman,  in  a  duel ;  but, 
having  at  last  received  the  benefit  of  the  king's  clemency. 
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and  the  appeal  lodged  by  the  relations  of  the  deceased  being 
taken  off^  he  was  cdme  over  to  plead  his  majesty's  pardon. 
He  said  there  was  no  law  to  keep  ad  Englishman  out  of  his 
country  ;  and,  as  Mr*  Law  was  a  subject  of  Great  Britain, 
it  was  not  even  in  the  king's  power  to  hinder  him  from 
coming  over.  After  some  dispute,  the  subject  was  drop* 
ped,  and  this  great  projector  pleaded  his^pardon  in  the  king's 
bench,  according  to  the  usual  form. 

$  VI.  The  ministry  had  by  thia  time  secured  such  a 
majorit}'  in  both  houses,  as  enabled  them  to  carry  any  point 
without  the  least  difficulty.  Some  chiefs  of  the  opposition 
they  had  brought  over  to  their  measures,  and  among  tire- 
rest  lord  Harcourt,  who  was  created  a  viscount,  and  gratt* 
fied  with  a  pension  of  four  thousand  pounds.  Neverthelesa 
they  could  not  shut  the  mouths  of  the  minority,  who  still 
preserved  the  privilege  of  complaining.  Great  debates  were 
occasioned  by  the  navy  de^t,  which  \vas  increased  to  one 
million  seven  hundred  thousand  pounds.  Some  member  in 
both  houses  affirmed  that  such  extraordinary  expense  could 
not  be  for  the  immediate  service  of  Great  Britain ;  but,  in  all 
probability,  for  the  preservation  of  foreign  acquisitions. 
The  ministers  answered,  that  near  two  thirds  of  the  navy 
debts  were  contracted  in  the  late  reign ;  and  the  parliament 
acquiesced  in  this  declaration:  but  in  reality,  the  navy 
debt  had  been  unnecessarily  increased,  by  keeping  seamen 
in  pay  during  the  winter,  and  sending  fleets  to  the  Medi- 
terranean and  Baltic,  in  order  to  support  the  interests  of 
Germany.  The  duke  of  Wharton  moved  that  the  treaty 
Mrith  Spain  might  be  laid  before  the  house.  The  earl  of 
Sunderland  said  it  contained  a  secret  article  which  the  king 
of  Spain  desired  might  not  be  made  public,  until  after  the 
treaty  of  Cambray  should  be  discussed.  The  question  was 
put,  and  the  duke's  motion  rejected.  Tlie  earl  of  Straflbrd 
asserted,  that  as  the  war  with  Spain  had  been  undertaken 
without  necessity  or  just  provocation,  so  the  peace  was 
concluded  without  any  benefit'  or  advantage,  that,  contrary 
to  the  law  of  nations,  the  Spanish  fleet  had  been  attacked 
without  any  declaration  of  war ;  even  while  a  British  minis- 
ter and  a  secretary  of  state  were  treating  amicably  at  Ma- 
drid ;  that  the  war  was  neither  just  nor  politic,  since  it 
interrupted  one  of  the  most  valuable  brancht^s  of  the  Eng- 
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liah  commerce,  at  a  time  whpn  the  nation  groaned  under  the 
pressure  of  heavy  debts,  incurred  by  the  former  long, 
expensive  war.  He,  therefore,  moved  for  an  address  to  his 
majesty,  desirini^  that  the  instruc^ons  given  to  sir  George 
Byng,  now  lord  Torrington,  should  be  laid  before  the  house. 
This  motion  being  likewise,  upon  the  question,  rejected,  a 
protest  was  entered*  They  voted  an  address,  however,  to 
know  in  what  manner  the  king  had  disposed  of  the  ships 
taken  fi^m  the  Spaniards.  Disputes  arose  also  from  the  bill 
to  prevent  infection.  Earl  Cowper  represented,  that  the 
removal  of  persons  to  a  Lazaret,  of  pest  house,  by  order  of 
the  government,  and  the  drawing  lines  and  trenches  round 
places  infected,  were  powers  unkiiowh  to  the  British  consti* 
tution;  inconsistent  -  with  the  lenity  of  a  free  government, 
such  as  could  never  be  wisely  or  usefully  put  in  practice'; 
the  more  odious,  because  copied  from  the  arbitrSiry  govern- 
ment of  France ;  and  impractipaW,  except  by  military  com- 
puUion.  These  obnoxious  clauses  were  accordingly  repealed, 
though  not  without  great  opposition.  Indeed,  nothing  can 
be  more  absurd  than  a  constit'utiqn  that  will  not  admit  of 
just  and  necessary  laws  and  regulations  to  prevent  the  dire 
consequences  of  the  worst  of  all  calamities.  Such  restric- 
tions, instead  of  favouring  the  lenity  of  a  free  government, 
would  be  the  most  cruel  imposition  that  could  be  laid  on  a 
free  people,  'as  it  would  act  in  diametrical  opposition  to  the 
great  principle  of  society,  which  is  thfc  preservation  of  the 
individual. 

$  VII.  The  qunkers  having  presented  a  petition  to  the 
house  of  commons,  praying  that  a  bill  might  be  brought  in 
for  omitting  in  their  solemn  affirin(^t.ion  the  words  ^^  In  the 
"  presence  of  Almighty  God,"  the  b^se  complied  with-their 
request:  but  the  bill  gave  rise  to  a  warm  debate  among  the 
peers.  Dr.  Atterhury,  bishop  of  Rochester,  said  he  did 
not  know  why  such  a  distinguishing  mark  of  indulgence 
should  be  allowed  to  a  set  of  people  who  wcreliardly  chris- 
tians. He  was  supported  by  the  archbishop  of  York,  the 
carl  of  Strafford,  and  lord  North  and  Grey.  A  petition  was 
presented  against  the  bill  by  the  London  clergy,  who  expres- 
sed a  serious  concern  lest  (he  minds  of  good  men  should  be 
grieved  and  wounded,  and  the  enemies  of  Christianity 
triumph,  when  they  should  see  such  condescensions  made  by 
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t  cliyhtiaii  legislature  to  a  set  of  nieti  who  fenbuQce  the 
divine  iiistitutionB  of  Christ;  particularly  ^hat  by  which  the 
faithful  are  initiated  into  his  religion,  and^  denominated 
christians.  The  petition,  though  presented  by  the  arch- 
bishop of  York,  was  branded  by  the  ministry  as  a  seditious 
libel,  and  rejected  by  the  majority.  Thep,  upon  a  motion 
by  the  earl  of  Sunderland,  the  house  resolved,  that  suchi 
lords  as  might  enter  protestatibns  with  reasons  should  do  it 
before  two  oVlock  on  the  next  sitting  day,  and  sign  them 
before  the  house  rises/  The  supplies  being  granted,  and  the 
business  of  the  session  despatched  as  the  court  was  pleased 
to  dictate,  on  the  seventh  day  of  March  the  parliament  was 
prorogued.  In  a  few  days  it  was  dissolved,  and  another 
convoked  by  a  proclamation.  In  the  election  of  members 
for  the  new  parliament  the  ministry  exerted  itself  with  such 
success,  as  returned  a  great  majority  in  the  house  of  com- 
mons, extremely  well  adapted  for  all  the  purposes  of  an 
administration.^ 

$  VII L  In  the  beginning  of  May,*  the  king  is  said  to 
have  received  from  the  duke  of  Orleans  full  and  certain 
information  of  a  fresh  conspiracy  formed  against  his  per- 
son and  government.  A  camp  was  immediately  formed 
in  Hyde  Park.  All  military  officers  were  ordered  to  repair 
to  their  respective  commands.  Lieutenant  general  Mac- 
artney M'^s  despatched  to  Ireland,  to  bring  over  some 
troops  from  that  kingdom.  Some  suspected  persons  were 
apprehended  in  Scotland ;  the  states  of  Holland  were 
desired  to  have  their  auxiliary  or  guarantee  troops  in 
readiness  to  be  embarked ;  and  colonel  Churchill  was  seht 
to  the  court  of  France  with  a  private  commission*  The' 
apprehension  raised  by  this  supposed  plot  affected  the  pub- 
lic' credit.  South  Sea  stock  began  to  fall ;  and  crowds  of 
people  called  in  their  money  from  the  bank.  Lord  Townsr 
hend  wrote  a  letter  to  the  mayor  of  London,  by  the  king's 
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b  The  earl  of  Suiwkrbuid  died  in  April,  af>er  having  incurred  a  grcnt  load  of 
pepalai*  odium,  from  hi&  8up(ioied  conned  inns  nilli  Uie  dircctori  of  the  South  Sen 
company.  .  H»wasa  minister  of  abilitiei,  but  rioient,  impetuous,  and  head  stroi.^. 
His  death  was  soon  followed  b^  that  of  his  Hather-in-law,  the  {»reat  dvke  of  MartbJ- 
rowh,  whose  favuUies  had  been  for  some  time  j^i'catlr  impaired  He  was  inteni^l 
iu  Westminster  Abbey,  with  such  nn^fiisoo  of  funeral  pomp,  as  evinced  the  pride 
atal  ostentation,  roach  more  than  ttie  ta^te  and  c^nteern  of  those  who  directed  hia 
obset|Qiea.  He  was  sneoeeded  aa  matiter  of  the  ordnauct*,  and  colonel  of  the  fii-st 
rei^meul  of  foot^uiids,  by  eai'l  Caiioj^tm.  *  An.  1722. 
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command)  signifying  his  majesty's  havbg  received  unques- 
tionable advices,  that  several  of  his  subjects  had  entered 
into  a  wicked  conspiracy,  in  concert  with  traitors  abroad, 
for  raising  a  rebellion  in  favour  of  a  popish  pretender;  but 
that  he  was  firmly  assured  the  authors  of  it  neither  were 
oor  would  be  supported  by  any  foreign  power.  This  letter 
was  immediately  answered  by  an  affectionate  address  from  < 
the  court  of  aldermen;  and  the  example  of  London  was 
followed  by  many  other  cities  and  boroughs.  The  king 
had  determined  to  visit  Hanover,  and  actually  settled  a 
regency,  in  which  the  prince  of  Wales  was  not  included  : 
but  now  this  intended  journey  was  laid  aside ;  the  court 
w^s  removed  to  Kensington,  and  the  prince  retired  to 
Richmond.  The  bishop  of  Rochester  having  been  seized, 
with  his  papers,  was  examined  before  a  committee  of  the 
council,  who  committed  him  to  the  Tower  for  high  treason. 
The  earl  of  Orrery,  lord  North  and  Grey,  Mr.  Cockran, 
and  Mr.  Smith,  from  Scodand,  and  Mr.  Christopher  Layer, 
a  young  gendeman  of  the  temple,  were  confined  in  the  same 
place.  Mr.  George  Kelly,  an  Irish  clergyman,  Mr.  Robert 
Cotton  of  Huntingdonshire,  Mr.  Bingley,  Mr.  Fleetwood, 
Neynoe,  an  Irish  priest,  and  several  persons,  were  taken 
into  custody ;  and  Mr.  Shippen's  house  was  searched. 
After  bishop  Atterbury  had  remained  a  fortnight  in  the 
Tower,  sir  Constantine  Phipps  presented  a  petition  to  the 
court  at  the  Old  Bailey,  in  die  name  of  Mrs.  Morris  that 
prelate's  daughter,  praying,  that,  in  consideration  of  the 
bishop's  ill  state  of  hesdth,  he  might  be  either  brought  to  a 
speedy  trial,  bailed,  or  discharged :  but  this  was  overruled. 
The  churchmen  through  the  whole  kingdom  were  filled 
with  indignation  at  the  confinement  of  a  bishop,  \trhich  they 
aaid  was  an  outrage  upon  the  church  of  England,  and  the 
episcopal  order.  Far  from  concealing  their  sentiments  on 
this  subject,  the  clergy  ventured  to  offer  up  public  prayers 
for  his  health,  in  ^most  all  the  churches  and  chapels  of 
I^ondon  and  Westminster.  In  the  mean  time,  the  king 
attended  by  the  prince  of  Wales,  made  a  summer  progress 
through  the  western  counties. 

§  IX.  The  new  parliament  being  assembled  on  the 
ninth  day  of  October,  his  majesty  made  them  acquainted 
with  the   nature   of  the   conspiracy.      He   said   the   con- 
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spirators  had,  bjr  their  emiuaries,  made  die  Strongest' 
iDstances  for  succours  from  foreign  powers  :  but  were^ 
disappointed  in  their  expectations.  That,  nevertheless, 
confiding  in  their  numbers,  they  had  resolved  once  more^ 
upon  their  own  .strength,  to  attempt  the  subversion  of  his 
government.  He  said  they  had  provided  considerable 
sums  of  money;  engaged  great  numbers  of  officers  from 
abroad,  secured  large  quantities  of  arms  and  ammunition; 
and  had  not  the  plot  beeh  timely  discovered,  the  whole 
nation,  and  particularly  the  city  of  London,  would  have 
been  involved  in  blood  and  confusion.  He  expatiated  upon 
the  mildness  and  integrity  of  his  own  government;  and 
inveigled  against  the  ingratitude,  the  implacability,  and 
madness  of  the  disaffected,  concluding,  with  an  assurance, 
that  he  would  steadily  adhere  to  the  constitution  in  church 
and  state,  and  continue  to  make  the  laws  of  the  realm  the 
rule  and  measure  of  all  his  actions.  Such  addresses  were 
presented  by  both  houses  as  the  fears  and  attachment  of  the 
majority  may  be  supposed  to  have  dictated  on  such  an  occa* 
sion.  A  bill  was  brought  into  the  house  of  lords,  for  sus- 
pending the  habeas  corpus  act  for  a  whole  year ;  but  they 
were  far  from  being  unanimous  in  agreeing  to  such  an  unu* 
sual  length  of  time.  By  this  suspensipn  they,  in  effect, 
vested  the  ministry  with  a  dictatorial  power  over  the  liber- 
ties of  the  people. 

.  $  X.  The  opposition  in  the  house  of  commons  i was  so 
violent,  that  Mr.  Robert  Walpole  found  it  necessary  to 
alarm  their  appi^ehensions  by  a  dreadful  story  of  a  design 
to  seize  the  ban  and  exchequer,  and  to  proclaim  the  pre« 
tender  on  the  royal  exchange.  Their  passions  being  in- 
flamed by  this  ridiculous  artifice,  they  passed  the  bill,  which 
immediately  received  the  royal  assent.  The  duke  of  Nor- 
folk being  brought  from  Bath,  was  examined .  before  the 
council,  and  committed  to  the  Tower,  on  suspicion  of  high 
treason.  On  the  sixteenth  day  of  November,  the  king 
fifnf  to  the  house  of  peers  the  original  and  printed  copy  of 
a  declaration  signed  by  the  pretender.  It  was  dated  at 
Lucca,  on  the  twentieth  day  of  September,  in  the  present 
year,  and  appeared  to  be  a  proposal  addressed  to  the  sub« 
jects  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  as  well  as  to  all  foreign 
princes  and  states.  In  this  paper^  the  chevalier  de  Su 
Vol.  IL  .  O  o 
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George,  harsixg  mcntioiied  the  l«ee  rxohitioa  ofibt  finBtdom 
of  ekctioas,  contpiracies  invented  to  give  a  colour  to  Btw 
oppressions^  infaonous  informers,  and  the  state  of  proscripM 
(ton  in  which  he  supposed  every  honest  man  to  be,  ver^ 
gravely  proposed,  that  if  king  George  would  reiinquish  to 
him  the  throne  of  Great  Britain,  he  would,  in  return,  be*' 
stow  upon  him  the  title  of  king  in  his  native  dominions^ 
and  invite  aill  other  states  to  confirm  it:  he  likewise  pro- 
mised to  leave  to  king  George  his  succession  to  the  British 
dombions  secure,  whenever,  in  due  course,  his  natural 
fight  should  take  place.  The  lords  unanimously  resolved^ 
tfiat  this  declaration  was  a  false,  insolent,  and  traitorous 
Sbel ;  and  ordered  it  to  be  burned  at  the  royal  exchange* 
The  commons  concurred  in  these  resolutions.  Both  houses 
joined  in  an  address,  expressing  their  utmost  astonishment 
and  indignation  at  the  surprising  indolence  of  the  pretender; 
tnd  assuring  his  majesty,  they  were  determined  to  sup- 
port his  title  to  the  crown  with  their  lives  and  fortimes.^ 
The  commons  prepared  a  bill  for  raising  one  hundred 
thousand  pounds  upbn  the  real  and  personal  elates  of  aB 
papists^  or  persons  educated  in  the  popish  religion,  towards 
defra3ring  the  expenses  occasioned  by  the  late  rebellion  and^ 
disorders.  The  bill,  though  strenuously  opposed  by  some 
nK>derate  members,  as  a  species  of  persecution,  was  sent 
up  to  the  house  of  lords,  together  with  another,  obliging 
ill  persons,  being  papists,  in  Scotland,  and  all  persons  in 
Great  Britain  refusing  or  neglecting  to  take  the  oaths  ap- 
|k>inted  for  the  security  of  the  king^s  person  and  govern* 
incnt,  to  register  their  names  and  real  estates.  Both  these 
biUs  passed  through  the  upper  house  without  amendments, 
^d  received  the  royal  sanction. 

$  XL  Mr.  Layer,  being  brought  to  his  trial  «t  the 
king^s  bench,  on  the  twenty-first  day  of  November,  waa 
convicted  of  having  enlisted  men  for  the  pretender's  ser- 
vice, in  order  to  stir  up  a  rebellion,  and  received  sentence 
of  death«  He  was  reprieved  fot*  some  time,  and  examined 
by  a  committee  of  the  house  of  commons :  but  he  either 
^  toiild  not)  or  would  not,  discover  the  particulars  of  the 
conspiracy,  so  that  he  suffered  death  at  Tybum,  and  his 
head  was  fixed  up  at  Temple  Bar.  Mr.  Pulteney,  chsur* 
man  itt  the  committee,  reported  %o  the  bouse,  that,  from 
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the  examiiiadQa  of  La^er  and  4>tfaerft,  a  design  iad  been 
farmed  by  persons  of  figure  and  distinetiou  at  home)  m 
xoBJunction  with  traitors  abroad,  for  ]]iacing  the  pretender 
<m  the  throne  of  these  realms :  that  their  first  intention  was 
to  procure  a  body  of  foreign  troops  to  iivvad^  4fie  kingdom 
«t  the  time  of  the  lat^  elections  i  but  that  the  c(XMpiratoi|i 
beang  disappointed  in  this  expectation,  resolvod  to  make  an 
attempt  at  the  time  that  it  was  generally  believed  the  kio^ 
intended  to  go  to  Hanover,  by  the  help  of  such  officen  and 
«)Uier8  as  conld  paaa  into  England  unobserved,  from 
«f>road,  under  the  command  of  the  late  duke  of  Onnond,, 
who  was  to  have  landed  in  the  river  with  a  great  quantiiy 
0f  arms,  provided  in  Spain  for  that  purpose;  at  which 
tune  the  Tower  was  to  have  been  seized.  Thsit  diia 
jK^ieme  being  also  defeated  by  the  vigilance  of  the  goven^ 
ittent,  $itcy  deferred  their  enterprise  tall  the  breaking  up  «f 
At  camp ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  employed  their  agents 
to  corrupt  and  seduce  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  army  e 
that  it  appeared  fxom  aevend  letters  and  circulRiBtaiices, 
that  the  late  duke  of  Ormond,  the  duke  of  Norfolk,  the 
4tmtl  of'  Orrery,  lord  North  and  Grey,  and  the  bishop  of 
Kochester,  were  concerned  in  liiis  conspiracy ;  that  their 
acting  agents  were  Chfiatopher  Layer  and  John  Plunket, 
who  travelled  together  to  Rome ;  Dennis  Kelly,  George 
Kelly,  and  Thomas  Carte,  nonjuring  dergymen,  Neynoe 
die  Irish  priest,  who  by  this  tin«e  was  -drowned  in  the  river 
Thames  *,  in  attempting  to  make  his  escape  from  the  mes-' 
8enger*s  house,  Mrs.  Spilman,  alias  YaHop,  and  John 
Sample* 

4  XII.  TUa  pretended  conspiracy,  in  all  likelihood, 
extended  no  farther  than  the  first  rudiments  of  a  design 
Ast  was  never  digested  into  any  regular  form ;  otherwise 
the  persons  said  to  be  concerned  in  it  must  have  been  infa- 
tuated to  a  degree  of  frenzy :  for  they  were  charged  with 
having  made  application  to  the  regent  of  France,  who  waa 
wettteown  to  be  intimately  connected  with  the  Icing  <tt 
Oreai  Britain.  The  house  of  commons,  however  resolved, 
tbat  it  was  a  detestable  and  horrid  conspiracy  for  raising  a 
vd^ettion,  seizing  the  Tower  and  the  city  of  London,  lay- 
ing violent  hands  upon  the  persons  of  his  most  sacred 
majesty  md  the  prince  of  Wales,  ,in  order  t^  .subvert  our 
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present  happy  establishmeni  in  church  and  stste,  by  placing 
m  popish  pretender  upon  the  throne ;  that  it  was  formed 
and  carried  on  by  persons  of  figure  and  distinction,  and 
their  agents  and  instruments,  in  conjunction  with  traitors 
abroad.  BiUs  were  brought  in,  and  passed,  for  inflicting 
pains  and  pensdties  against  John  Plunket  and  George  Kel- 
ly, who  were  by  these  acts  to  be  kept  in  close  custody 
during  his  majesty's  pleasure,  in  any  prison  in  Great  Bri* 
tain ;  and  that  they  should  not  attempt  to  escape  on  pain 
of  death,  to  be  indlicted  upon  them  and  their  assistants. 
Mr.  Yonge  made  a  motion  for  a  bill  of  the  same  nature 
against  the  bishop  of  Rochester.  This  was  immediateljr 
brought  into  the  house,  though  sir  William  Wyndham 
affirmed  there  was  no  evidence  against  him  but  conjectures 
^Uid  hearsay.^  The  lushop  wrote  a  letter  to  the  speaker, 
importing,,  that,  though  conscious  of  his  own  innocence, 
he  should  decline  giving  the  house  any  trouble  diat  day, 
contenting  himself  with  the  opportunity  of  makmg  Us 
defence  before  another,  of  which  he  had  the  honoui*  to  be 
a  member.  Counsel  being  heard  for  the  bill,  it^as  com- 
miued  to  a  grand  committee  on  the  sixth  day  of  April, 
when  the  majority  of  the  tory  members  quitted  the  house. 
It  was  then  moved,  that  the  bishop  should  be  deprived  of 
his  office  and  benefice,  and  banished  the  kingdom  for  even 
Mr.  Lawson  and  Mr.  Oglethorpe  spoke  in  his  favour. 

$  XIII.  The  bill  being  passed,  and  sent  up  to  the 
lords,  the  bishop  was  brought  to  his  trial  before  them  on 
the  ninth  of  May.*  Himself  and  his  counsel  having  been 
heard,  the  lords  proceeded  to  consider  the  articles  of  the 
bill.  When  they  read  it  a  third  time,  a  motion  was  made 
to  pass  it,  and  then  a  long  and  warm  debate  ensued.  £ari 
Paulet  demonstrated  the  danger  and  injustice  of  swerving  in 
such  an  extraordinary  manner  from  the  fixed  rules  of  evi** 
dence.  T)ie  duke  of  Wharton,  having  summed  up  the 
depositions,  and  proved  the  insufficiency  of  them,  concluded 
with  saying,  that,  let  the  consequences  be  what  they  would, 
he  hoped  such  a  hellish  stain  would  never  sully  the  lustre 
and  glory  of  that  illustrious  house  as  to  condenm  a  man 
without  the  least  evidence.  Lord  Bathurst  spoke  against  the- 
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hS&  wiAf  equiil  •trengib  «id  eloquence.  He  saM,  if  sack 
estituMdinary  prooeedmgs  .were  coontenaaced,  he  saw 
nodiing  remaining  fer  him  and  others  to  do^  but  to  retire 
to  their  country  houaea,  and  there,  if  poaaible,  quietly  enj^ 
dwir  estates  wtthm  their  own  famWea,  since  the  least  corres* 
ponden^t  ^^  ^^^^  intercepted  letter,  mi^t  ase  i|uide 
criaiikial.  He  observed,  that  cardinal  Mazarin  boaatedy 
that  if  he  had  but  two  lines  of  any  man's  writing,  he  coukli 
by  means  of  %  few  eircomstances,  attested  by  witaessea, 
depoive  him  of  his  life  at  his  pleaaure.  Turning  to  the 
iiNich  of  bishops,  who  had  been  genendly  unfevounriile  iio 
Dr.  Atterbury,  he  said  he  could  ha^y  account  for  the 
invetenite  hattvd  and  malice  some  persons  bore  the  learned 
asd  ingenious  bishop  of  Rochester,  unless  they  were  intoad- 
catad  with  the  in&tuation  of  some  savage  Indians,  irim 
believed  they,  inherited  not  only  the  spoils,  but  even  the 
abUtties  of  any  great  enemy  whom  they-had  killed  in  battkb 
The  hm  was  supported  by  the  duke  of  Argyle,  die  earl  of 
Searfidd,  ami  lord  Lechmere,  which  last  was  answered  by 
emi  Cowper.  This  nobleman  observed  that  the  strongest 
mfgument  urged  in  behalf  of  the  bill  was  necessity :  but  that, 
fi»r  hia  part,  he  saw  no  necessity  that,  could  justify  such 
unpeecedentefl  and  siich  dangerous  proceedings,  as  the  con« 
apiracy  had  above  twelve  months  before  been  happily  dis* 
'  covered,  and  die  effects  of  it  prevented :  that  besides  the  ^ 
intrinsic  weight  and  strengdi  (rf  the  government,  the  hands 
of  those  at  the  helm  had  been  still  further  fortified  by  the 
suspension  of  the 'habeas  coipus  act,  and  the  aflditional 
troops  which  had  been  raised*  He  said  the  known  rules  of 
evidence,  as  laid  down  at  first,  and  established  by  the  law 
of  the  land,  wtare  the ,  birthright  of  every  subject  in  the 
nation,  and  ought  to  be  constantly  observed,  not  only  in  the 
inferior  courts  of  judicature,  but  also  in  both  houses  of  par- 
liament,.till  altered  by  the  legislature,  that  the  admitting  of 
die  precarious  and  uncertain  evidence  of  the  clerks  of  the 
posliafice  was  a  very  dangerous  precedent.  In  former 
times  (said  he)  it  was  thought  very  grievous  that  in  capital 
cases  a  man  should  be  affected  by  similitude  of  hands ;  but 
here  the  case  is  much  wcnrse,  since  it  is  allowed  that  the 
derics  of  the  postoffice  should  carry  the  similitude  of  hands 
feur  months  in  their  minds.     He  applauded  the  bi8hop^s 
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ooUe  deportment,  in  fkdinhig  to  nwwer  before  the  lionar 
of  Gonnmoiw,  whose  proceerlings  in  this  oopf  ecedcntod  nnn» 
ner,  against  a  im-d  of 'parliament,  was  mnch  aa  encroachmcaC 
mt  the  prerogative  of  the  peerage^  that  if  they  anbmaned  to 
it,  by  pasung  the  bill,  they  might  be  termed  the  last  xd 
flrUish  peers,  for  ghring  up  their  ancient  privileges*  The 
0ther  paity  were  not  so  solicitous  abour  answering  fcaaona, 
as  eager  to  put  the  question,  when  the  fatU  passed,  and  a 
f  rolest  was  entered.  By  this  act  the  bishop  was  depeivod 
«f  sH  oAees,  beneficesv  3°d  dignities,  and  rendered  incapa- 
Ue  of  cnjeyiag  any  for  the  future :  he  wa^  lianiahed  the 
fealoi)  aiid  subjected  to  the  pains  of  death  in  case  he  shoulfl 
tytom,  as  were  all  persons  who  should  correspond  with 
him  during  his'Czile,  Dn  Friend,  die  cdebrated  physidaa, 
who  was  a  member  of  the  hotfse,  and  had  eaerted  bieMelf 
strenuously  in  behalf  of  the  bishop,  was  now  taken  intoasB* 
tody^  on  suspicioo  of  treasonable  practices. 

^  XiV.  The  next  object  that  excited  the  resentment  of 
the  commons  was  the  scheme  of  a  lottery,  to  be  drawn  at 
Harburgh,  in  dse  king's  German  dominions.  The  ttouae 
appointed  a  committee  to  inquire  into  this  .and  odwr  lotle* 
ries  at  that  time  on  foot  in  London.  The  scheme  was  pub- 
lished, on  pretence  of  raising  a  subscription  follr  muntatniag 
a  trade  between  Great  Britain  and  the  king's  tenritories  on 
the  Elbe  :  but  it  was  a  mjrsteriouB  scene  of  iniquity,  which 
the  committee,  with  all  their  penetration,  coukL  not  fully 
discover.  They  reported,  however,  that  it  was  an  infamous, 
fraudulent  undertaking,  whereby  many  unwary  persons  had 
been  drawn  in,  to  their  great  loss :  that  the  manner  of  carry- 
ing it  on  had  been  a  manifest  violation  of  the  laws  of  the 
kingdom :  that  the  managers  and  agents  of  diis  lottery  had, 
without  any  authority  for  so  doing,  made  use  of  Ms  majesty's 
royal  name,  thereby  to  give  countenance  to  the  infamous 
project,  and  induce  -his  majesty's  subjects  to  engage  or  be 
concerned  therein.  A*  bill  was  brought  in  to  sof^iresa  tfais 
lottery ;  and  to  oblige  the  managers  of  it  to  make  resttta- 
tion  of  the  money  they  had  received  from  the  contributors. 
At  the  same-time  the  house  resolved,  diat  John  Lord  Vis- 
oount  Barrington  had  been  notoriously  guHty  of  promoting, 
abetting,  and  carrying  on  that  fraudulcm  undertaking ;  for 
which  offence  he  8|iould  be  es^Ued  the  house.   The  court 


ft  Viemmlmratg  erected  «D  Eaatlndisieonipai^  at  Ostend, 
upcm  a  scbotte  formed  by  one  Colebrook,  an  EogUah  iner- 
ebai^,  air  Nadiankl  Gould  represented  to  the  house  of 
eomnona  the  great  detriment  which  the  EngUsh  East  In* 
dki  coaspany  had  already  received,  and  were  likely  further 
to  aostain^  by  thia  Ostend  company.  The  house  immedi* 
a^ly  resolyed,  that  for  the  subjects  of  this  kingdom  to  sub- 
scribe^ or  be  concerned  in  encouragiag  any  subscription,  to 
promote  an  East  India  company  now  erecting  in  the  Aus* 
trian  Netherlands^  was  a  high  crime  and  misdemeanor; 
and  a  law  was  enacted  for  preventing  British  subjects  from 
aigag^ng  in  that  enterprize.  By  another  act,  relating  to  ' 
the  South  Sea  company,  the  two  milKonsof  stock  which  had 
been  annihilated  were  revived,  added  to  the  capital^  and 
divided  among  the  proprietors.  A  third  law  passed,  for  the 
more  effectual  .eaiecution  of  justice  in  a  part  of  Southwark, 
cafied  die  Mint,  where  a  great  number  of  debtors  had  taken 
san^uary,  on  the  supposition  that  it  was  a  privileged  place. 
On  the^tweaty-^seventh  day  of  May  thcf  session  was  closed, 
with  a  speech  that  breathed  nodiingbut  panegyric,  acknowl* 
edfl^ment,  and.  affection  to  a  parliamrnt  which  had  complied 
With  all  his  majesty^s  wishes. 

^  XV.  His  majesty,  -having  ennobled  the  son  of  Mr. 
Robert  Walpole,  in  consideration  of  the  father's  services, 
made  a  good  number  of  church  proqjiotions.  He  admitted 
die  impriscmed  lords  and  gentlemen  to  bail ;  granted  a  par- 
dott  to  lord  Boliogl»t»ke ;  and  ordered  the  bishop  of 
Rodieater  to  be  conveyed  to  the  continent.  Then  he  him- 
self set  out  for  Haaover,  leaving  the  administration  of  his 
kingdoms  in  the  bands  of  a  regency,  lord  Harcourt  being 
one  of  the  justices.  The  king  was  attended  by  the  two 
secretaries,  lords  Towadwnd  and  .Carteret,  who  were 
fioimted  able  negotiators.  Theaffairs  of  the  continent  had 
begun  to  uke  a  new  turn.  The  interests  and  oonnexiont 
of  die  different  princes  were  become  perplexed  and  embar- 
rassed ;  and  kmg  George  resolved  to  unravel  them  by  dint 
of  negotiation.  Understanding  that  a  treaty  was  on  the 
carpet  between  die  czar  and  the  king  of  Sweden,  favourable 
to  dw  duke  of  Hcriatein's  pretensions  to  Sleswick,  the  pos* 
session  €£  which  the  electmr  of  Hanover  had  guaranteed  to 
Denmark,  his  aoajesty  began  to  be  in  pain  for  Bremen  aud 
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Verden.  The  regent  of  France  snd  the  king  ofSpini  had 
now  compromised  all  differences ;  and  their  reconciUaiioB 
was  cemented  by  a  double  marriage  between  IHiiKp's  sons'* 
and  the  regent's  daughters.  The  former  proposed  new* 
treaties  to  England ;  but  insisted  updh  the  restitution  of  Gib* 
raltar  and  Port  Mahon,  as  well  as  upon  die  king^s  openly 
declaring  against  the  Ostend  company.  His  Britannic 
majesty  was  apprehensive,  that,  should  tiie  emperor  be  hard' 
pressed  on  that  subject,  he  might  join  the  czar  and  the  king 
of  Sweden,  and  promote  their  designs  in  favour  of  the  duke 
of  Holstein.  On  the  other  hand,  all  the  Italian  powers 
exclaimed  against  the  treaty  of  London.  The  pope  had" 
protested  against  any  thing  that  might  have  been  decided 
at  Cambray  to  the  prejudice  of  his  right  Memorials  to 
the  same  effect  had  been  presented  by  the  king  of  Sardinia, 
the  dukes  of  Tuscany,  Parma,  and  Modena.  France  and 
Spain  were  inclined  to  support  these  potentates  againstthc 
house  of  Austria.  '  Europe  seemed  to  be  on  the  eve  of  a 
new  war.  King  George  was  entangled  in  «uch  a  variety  of 
treaties  and  interests,  that  he  knew  not  well  how  to  extricate 
himself  from  the  troublesome  engagements .  he  had  con- 
tracted. By  declaring  for  the  emperor,  he  must  have  coun- 
tenanced the  new  establishment  at  Ostend,  which  was  so 
prejudicial  to  hia  British  subjects,  and  incurred  the  resent- 
ment of  France,  Spain,  and  their  allies  of  Italy.  In 
renouncing  the  interest  of  the  emperor,  he  would  have 
exposed  his  German  dominions.  In  vain  he  exhorted  the 
emperor  to  ^relax  in  his  disputes  with  Spain,  and  give  up 
the  Ostend  company,  which  was  so  detrimental  and  disa- 
greeable to  his  faithful  allies :  the  court  of  Vienna  proposed  in 
general  to  observe  die  treaties  which  it  had  concluded,  but 
declined  entering  into  any  particular  discussion ;  so  thatdl 
his  majesty's  endeavours  issued  in.  contracting  closer  con- 
nexions with  Prussia  and  Denmark.  Alt  those  negotiafions 
carried  on,  all  those  treaties  concluded  Ir^  king  Geoige, 
with  almost  every  prince  and  state  in  Christendom,  which 
succeeded  one  another  so  fast,  and  appear,  at  first  view,  so 
intricate  and  unaccountable,  were  founded  upon  two  simple 
and  natural  principles,  namely,  the  ^  desire  of  aacertaiaing 
his  acquisitions  as  elector  of  Hanover,  and  his  resolution  to 


secure  himself  against  the  disaffection  of  his  British  subjects, 
as  wbll  as  the  eflforts  of  the  pretender. 

$  XVI.  Great  Britain  at  this  period  enjoyed  profound 
tranquiUit}%      Ireland  was  a  little  ruffled  by  an  incident 
which  seemed  to  have  been  misrepresented  to  the  people 
of  that  kingdom*     William  Wood  had  obtained  a  patent 
for  furnishing  Ireland  with  copper  currency,  in  which  it 
was  deficient.     A  great  clamour  was  raised  against  this 
coin.     The  parliament  of  that  kingdom,  which  met  in  Sep- 
tember, resolved,  That  it  would  be  prejudicial  to  the  reve- 
nue, destructive  of  trade,  and  of  dangerous  consequence  to 
the  rights  of  the  subject:  that  the  patent  had  been  obtained 
by  misrepresentation :  that  the  halfpence  Wanted  weight : 
that,  even  if  the  terms  of  the  patent  had  been  complied 
with,  there  would  have  been  a  great  loss  to'^he  nation; 
that  granting  the  power  of  coinage  to  a  private  person  had 
ever  been  highly  prejudicial  to  the  kingdom,  afid  would  at 
all  times  be  of  dangerous  consequence.     Addresses  from 
both  houses  were  presented  to  the  king  on  this  subjects 
The  affair  was  referred  to  the  lords  of  the  privy  council  of 
England.    They  justified  the  conduct  of  the  patentee,  upon 
the  report  of  sir  Isaac  Newton,  and  other  officers  of  the 
mint,  who  had  made  the  assay  and  trial  of  Wood's  half' 
pence,  and  found  he  had  complied  with  the  terms  of  the 
patent.      They  declared  that  this   currency  exceeded  in 
goodness,  fineness,  and  value    of  metal,  all   the  copper 
money  which  had  been  coined  for  Ireland,  in  the  reigns 
of  king  Charies   II.  king  James   II.   king  William  ^and 
^ueen  Mar}%     The  privy  council  likewise  demonstrated, 
that  his  majesty's  predecessors  had  always  exercised  the 
undoubted  prerogative  of  granting  patents  for  copper  coin" 
age  in  Ireland  to  private  persons:  that  none  of  these  pat- 
ents htfd  been  so  beneficial  to  the  kingdgra  as  this  granted 
to  William  Wood,  who  had  not  obtained  it  in  an  unprece- 
dented manner,  but  after  a  reference  to  the  attorney  and 
solicitor  general,  .and  after  sir  Isaac  Newton  had  been  con- 
sulted in  every  particular :  finally,  they  proved,  by  a  great . 
number  of  witnesses,  that  there  was  a  real  want  of  such 
money  in   Ireland.      Notwithstanding,  this   decision,  the 
ferment  of  the  Irish  nation  was  industriously  kept  up  by 
damour,   pamphlets,   papers,    and   lampoons,   writtpn   by 
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Pean  Swift  and  other  au^o^s ;  so  that  Wood  voIiiQtanly 
reduced  his  coinage  from  the  value  of  one  hundred  thou- 
sand to  that  of  forty  thousand  pounds.  Thus  the  Qoise 
was  silenced.  The  commons  of  Ireland  passed  an  act,  for 
accepting  the  affirmation  of  the  quakers  instead  of  an  oath ; 
aod  voted  three  hundred  ai^d  forty  thousands  pounds  to- 
wards discharging  the  debt  of  the  nation,  which  amounted 
to  about  double  that  sum^ 

$  XVII.  In  the  month  of  October,  England  lost  a  wor- 
thy nobleman  in  the  death  of  earl  Cowper,  who  had  twice 
discharged  the  office  of  lord  chancellor,  with  equal  discern- 
ment and  integrity.  He  was  profoundly  skilled  in  the  law^ 
of  his  country;  in  his  apprehension  quick  and  penetrating; 
in  his  judgment  clear  and  determinate.  He  possessed  a 
manly  eloquence :  his  manner  was  agreeable,  and  his 
deportmopt  graceful.  This  year  was  likewise  remarkable 
for  the  death  of  the  duke  of  Orleans,  regent  of  Fran<^» 
who,  since  the  decease  of  Lewis  XIV»  had  ruled  that 
nation  with  the  most  al)solute  authority.  He  was  a  prrace 
of  taste  and  spirit,  ^ndow<ed  with  shining  talents  for  em* 
pire,  which  he  did  not  fail  to  display,  even  in  the  midst  of 
effeminate  pursuits  and  id^e  debauchery.  From  thcT  infirm 
constitution  of  th^  infant  kin^,  he  had  conceived  hopes  of 
ascending  the  throne,  and  taken  his  measures  accordingly ; 
but  the  young  monarch's  health  began  to  be  established^ 
and  all  ihe  duke's  schemes  were  defeated  by  an  apoplexy, 
of  which  he  died,  in  the  fiftieth  year  of  hU  age,  after 
having  nominated  the  duke  of  Bourbon  as  prime  mioisten 
King  George  immediately  received  assurance^  of  the  good 
disposition  of  the  French  court,  to  cultivate  and  improve 
the  good  understanding  so  happily  established  betweea 
France  and  Great  Britain.  The  king  arrived  in  England 
on  the  eighteenth  day  of  December :  and  on  the  ninth  day 
of  January  the  parliament  was  assembled.  His  imiJQ6t>%  ia 
his  speech,  recommended  to  the  commons  the  care  of  tlie 
public  debts ;  and  he  expressed  'his  satisfaction  at  seeing 
the^  sinking  fund  improved  and  augmented,  so  as  to  put 
tbe^debt  of  the  nation  into  a  method  of  being  speedily  and 
gt^ually  discharged. 

$  XVllt.  This  was  the  repeated  theory  of  patriotisaii,! 
which  unhappily  for  the  subjects,  was  never  reduced  IQ 
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practice  mot  but  that  a  beg^ntiing  of  such  a  laudable  work 
was  made  in  this  Very  session,  by  an  act  for  lessening  the 
public  debts.  This  law  provided  that  the  annuities  at  five 
per  cent,  charged  on  the  general  fund  by  a  former  act, 
except  such  as  had  been  subscribed  into  the  South  Sea, 
together  with  the  unsubscribed  blanks  of  the  lottery  in  th^ 
year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fourteen,  should  b^ 
paid  off  at  lady  day  of  the  year  next  ensuing,  with  the 
money  arising  from  the  sinking  fund.  The  ministry,  how-* 
^er,  did  not  persevere  in  this  path  of  prudent  economy* 
The  commons  granted  all  the  supplies  that  were  demanded. 
They  voted  ten  thousand  seamen ;  and  the  majority,  though 
not  without,  violent  opposition,  agreed  to*  maintain  four 
thousand  additional  troops,  which  had  been  raised  in  the 
precedifig  year :  so  that  die  establishment  of  the  land  forced  - 
amoxinted  to  eighteen  thousand  two  hundred  and  sixty-four; 
The  expense  of  the  y^ar  was  defrayed  by  a  land  tax  and 
malt  tax.  llie  coromoAs  having  despatched  the  supply, 
too&  into  consideraftion  a  grievance  arising  from  protections 
granted  by  foreign  ministers,  peers,  and  members  of  parlia^ 
Inefit,  under  which  profligate  persons  used  to  screen  them*s^ 
ietves  from  the  pro^^ecution  of  their  just  creditors.*  lli^ 
commons  resolved,  that  all  protections  granted  by  members 
of  that  house  should  be  declsred  void,  and  immediately 
withdrawn.  The  lords  rinade  a  declaration  to  the  sam^ 
purpose,  with  an  exception  of  menial  sefvants,  and  those 
necessarily  employed  about  the  estates  of  peers.'  On  the 
twenty-fourth  day  of  April,*  his  majesty  closed  the  session - 
ill  the  usual  manner,  made  some  alterations  in  the  disposiw 
tion  of  the  great  ofBces  of  sitate,  and  sent  Mr.  Horatio 
Wsipole  as  ambassador  extraoitiinary  to  the  court  of  Fhmce. 

e  OkUnisoQ.  PoUt  State,  llist.  Reg.  Aniialt  of  K.  Geoi^gfe.  Mem.  Hi^. 
thiAal. 

d  TlM  dvte  of  NevMAle  VM  nov  a^iiMioieil  iMfet^ 
CraTton,  lord  ehainberlain ;  and  lord  Carteret,  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland. 

Tfie  ktiiB  inidCiited  a  piofewoitfilp-  for  the  modem  lansusgea  in  each 
anifcnitir. 

In  the  month  of  lCl*f  died  Robert  Hartcy,  earl'of  Oxford  and  earl  Mortimer^ 
«iM*  hsil  been  a  raunifieeDt  ^ttoii  of  genliu  and  litcratiai^ ;  and  completed  a  Terf 
valoftble  collection  oi  manuacripU. 

The  praetiee  oTihoeohrtioii  for  the  fmallpcix  %ai  liy  thii  time  intnodueed  Ihto 
Ko^aiMl  from  TiuiLeT«  Prioee  Frederiek«  the  two  prineeaMia  Amelia  and  Caio- 
Ima,  the  duke  of  Bedford  and  his  sister,  with  many  other  persona-of  distinctioiv, 
«il«enreiil  Uiia  oiietiitSoii  wJth<  Moeets. 

Dr.  Hcnnr  SaeheTerel  died  in  June,  after  having  bequeathed  fire  hondrod 
^      itebirtiOi$of  RtfchMtcf.  •  Abu  1724     ' 
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$  XIX.  In  the  beginning  of  this  year,  Philip  kbg  of 
Spain,  retiring  with  his  queen  to  the  monastery  of  St.  Ilde* 
fonso,  sent  the  marquis  of  Grimaldi,  his  principal  secretary 
of  state,  to  his  son  Lewis,  prince  of  Astiirias,  with  a  solemn 
renunciation  \>(  the  crown,  and  a  letter  of  advice,  in  which 
he  exhorted  him  to  cultivate  the  blessed  virgin  with  the 
warmest  devotion;  and  put  himself  and  his  kingdoms  under 
her  protecuon.  The  renunciation  was  published  through 
the  whole  monarchy  of  Spain ;  and  the  council  of  Castile 
fesolved,  that  Lewis  might  assume  the  reins  of  government 
without  assembling  the  Cortez.  The  English  minister  at 
Paris  was  instructed  to  interpose  in  behalf  of  the  French 
protestants,  again3t  whom  a  severe  edict  had  been  lately 
published ;  but  his  remonstrances  produced  no  effects  Eng- 
land, in  the  mean  time,  was  quite  barren  of  such  events  as 
deserve  a  place  in  history*  The  government  was  now  firmly 
esublished  on  the  neck  of  opposition ;  and  commerce  flour- 
ished even  under  the  load  of  grievous  imposi^onst 

$  XX.  I'he  next  parliament,  which  met  on  the  twelfth 
day  of  November,  seemed  to  be  assembled  for*  no  odier 
purpose  than  that  of  establishing  funds  for  the  expense  of 
the  ensuing  year;  yet  the  session  was  distinguished  by  a 
remarkably  incident :  namely,  the  trial  of  the  earl  of  Maccles- 
field, Iprd  chancellor  of  Englandt  This  nobleman  had  con* 
nived  at  certain  venal  practices  touching  the  salQ  of  places, 
and  the  money  of  suitors  deposited  with  the  masters  of 
chancer)',  so  as  to  incur  the  general  reproach  of  the  national 
He  found  it  necessary  to  resign  the  great  seal  in  the  begin-^  • 
ning  of  Jfmuar}%  Qn  the  ninth  day  of  the  ensuing  month, 
the  king  sent  a  message  to  the  commons,  importing^  that, 
his  majesty,  having  reason  to  apprehend  that  the  suitors  in 
the  court  of  chancery  were  in  danger  of  losing  a  c(Misider- 
able  sum  of  money,  from  the  insufficiency  of  some  of  the 
masters,  tlioagkt  himself  obliged  in  justice  and  oompaasipn 
to  the  aaid  sufferers,  to  take  the  most  speedy  and  proper 
method  the  law  would  allow,  for  inquiring  into  the  state  of 
th^  masters*  ^counts,  and  securing  ^eir  effecte  for  the 
h^n^Bt  of  the  si^itors;  and  his  majesty  having  ha4  several 
fiejiorts  laid  before  him,  in  pursuance  of  the  directions  he 
h^cl  given,  had  ordered  the  report^  to  be  con^ipunicated  to 
tte  h9^»e^  that  they  might  have  ^  f^^  anj  ^s  perfect  9, 
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view  of  this  importtmt  affiur  as  the  shortness  of  the  timet 
ftod  the  circumstances  and  nature  of  the  proceedings  would 
admit. 

§  XXL  These  papers  being  taken  into  consideration, 
sir  George  Oxenden  observed,  that  enormous  abuses  had 
crept  into  the  high  court  of  chancery :  that  the  crimes  and 
misdemeanors  of  the  late  lord  chancellor  were  many  and 
various,  but  might  be  reduced  to  the  following  heads :  that 
he  had  embezzled  the  estates  and  effects  of  many  widows, 
orphana,  and  lunatics :  that  he  had  raised  the  offices  of 
masters  in  chancery  to  an  exorbitant  price :  trusting  in 
iheir  hands  large  sums  of  mopey  belonging  to  suitors  that 
they  might  be  enabled  to  comply  with  his  exorbitant  de* 
mands ;  and  that  in  several  cases  he  had  made  divers  irre«  . 
gular  orders*  He  therefore  moved,  that  Thomas  earl  of 
Macclesfield  should  be  impeached  of  high  crimes  and  mis« 
demeanors*  Mr.  Pulteney  moved^  that  this  affair  might 
be  left  to  the  consideration  of  a  select  committee.*  Sir 
William  Wyndham  asserted,  that  in  proceeding  by  way  of 
impeachment  upon  reports  from  above,  they  would  make  a 
dangerous  precedent;  and  seem  to  give  up  the  most  valu*' 
able  of  their  privileges,  the  inquest  after  state  criminals* 
The  question  being  put,  it  was  carried  for  the  impeach* 
ment.  The  earl  was  accordingly  impeached  at  the  bar  of 
the  upper  house  t  a  committee  was  appointed  to  prepare 
articles ;  and  a  bill  was  brought  in,  to  indemnify  the  roas« 
tcrs  in  chancery  from  the  penalties  of  the  law,  upon  discover 
ering*  what  consideration  they  had  paid  for  their  admission 
to  their  respective  offices*  The  trial  lasted  twenty  days  i 
the  eaii  was  convicted  of  fraudulent  practices  j  and  con* 
demned  in  a  fine  of  thirty  thousand  pounds,  with  imprison^ 
menu  ootU  that  sum  should  be  paid.  He  was  immediately 
committed  to  the  Tower,  where  he  continued  about  six 
weeks ;  bat  upon  |>rpducing  the  money  he  was  discharged ; 
juid  sir  Peter  King,  now  created  haroo  of  Oakham,  suc-^ 
ceeded  him  in  the  office  of  chancellor* 

$  XXII.  His  majesty,  on  the  eighth  day  of  April,^ 
gave  the  house  of  commons  to  understand,  that  having 
been  engaged  in  some  e3(traordinary  expenses,  he  hoped  »he 
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ehottld  be  enabled  to  raise  a  sum  of  money,  by  making 
Use  of  the  funds  lately  established  for  the  payment  of  the 
civil  list  annuities,  in  order  to  discharge  the  debts  con- 
tracted in  the  civil  go\xmment«  Mr.  PuTteney,  cofferer 
of  the  household,  moved  for  an  addressv  that  an  account 
ahould  be  laid  before  the  house  of  all  moneys  paid  for 
secret  service,  pensions,  and  bounfies,  from  the  ttrenty-fifth 
day  of  March,  ifn  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  one,  and  to  the  twenty-fifth  of  the  same  month  in  the 
present  year.  .Tht9  address  being'  voted,  a  motion  tras 
made  to  consider  the  king's  message.  Mf.  Ptdteney  urged, 
that  this  conskieratifon  should  be  postponed  until  the  house 
should  have  examined  the  papers  that  were  the  sobfect  of 
the  address.  He  expressed  his  surprise,  that  a  debt 
ampunttng  to  above  five  hnodred  thousand  pounds  should 
be  contracted  in  three  years :  he  said,  he  did  not  wohder 
that  some  persons  sliould  be  so  eager  to  make  good  the 
deficiencies  of  the  ci\nl  list,  since  they  and  their  friends 
enjoyed  such  a  share  of  that  revenue  ;  and  he  desired  to 
know,  whether  this  was  all  that  was  due,  or  whether  they 
should  expect  another  reckoning?  This  gentleman  began  to 
be  dissatisfied  with  the  measures  of  the  ministry ;  anrd  bis 
sarcasms  were  aimed  at  Mr.  Walpole,  who  undertook  to 
answer  his  objections.  The  commons  took  die  message 
into  consideration,  and  passed  a  bill,  enabling  his  majesty 
to  raise  a  sum,  not  exceeding  one  million,  by  exchequer 
bills,  loans,  or  otherwise,  on  the  credit  of  the  deductrom 
of  six-pence  per  pound,  directed  by  an  act  of  parlinmem  of 
the  sevemh  year  of  his  majesty,  and  of  the  civil  list  reve- 
nues, at  an  interest  not  exceeding  three  pounds  per  cent 
till'  repayment  of  the  principal. 

$  XXIIf.  On  the  twentieth  day  of  April,  a  pcfMon 
was  presented  lo  the  house  by  lord  Finch,  in  behalf  of 
Henry  St.  John,  fcte  viscount  Bolingliroke,  praying  diat 
the  execution  of  the  law  with  respect  to  his  forfeitures 
might  be  suspended^  as  a  pardoli  had  suspended  it  with 
respect  to  his  life.-  Mr.^  Walpole  signified  to  the  house, 
by  his  majesty's  command,  that,  seven  years  before^  the 
petitioner  had  made  his  humble  appUeation  and  submission' to 
the  king,  with  assurances  of  duty,  allegisuicc^,  and  fidelity : 
thaty  from  his  behaviour  since  that  time,  his  majftsty  was 
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coDviiiced  of  his  bexsg  a  fit  object  of  his  mercy ;  and  con-^ 
ji^Qted  to  his  petitioning  the  house.  The  petitjon  being 
read,  Mr.  Walpole  declared  himself  fully  satisfied,  that 
the  petitioner  had  sufficiently  atoned  for  his  past  offences ; 
and  therefore  deserved  the  favour  of  that  bouse,  so  far  as 
to  enable  him  to  enjoy  the  family  inheritance  that  was  set- 
tled upon  him,  which  he  could  not  do  by  virtue  of  his 
i^ajesty's  pardon,  without  an  act  of  parliament.  Lord 
Finch  moved,  that  a  bill  might  be  brought  in  for  this  pur^- 
pose, « and  was  warmly  opposed  by  Mr.  Methuen,  comp* 
trpller  of  the  household,  who  represented  Bolingbroke  as  a 
monster  of  iniquity.  His  remonstrance  was  supported  by 
lord  William  Panlet,  and  Mr.  Onslow ;  nevertheless,  the 
bill  was  prepared,  passed  through  both  houses,  and  receiv- 
ed the  royal  assent.  An  act  being  passed  for  'disarming 
the  Highlanders  of  Scodand ;  another,  for  regulating  elec* 
liiQfis  within  the  city  of  London;  a  third  for  reducing  tbe 
interest  of  several  bank  annuities,  together  with  some  bills 
of  a  private  nature,  the  parliament  was  prorogued  in  May, 
after  the  king  had,  in  the  warmest  terms  of  acknowledge 
ment,  expressed  his  approbation  of  their  conduct.  Then 
he  appointed  lords  justices  to  govern  the  nation  in  his 
absence ;  and  set  out  in  June  for  bis  German  dominions.^ 
$  XXIV.  The  tide  of  political  interests  on  the  conti- 
nent had  begun  to  flow  in  a  new  channel,  so  as  to  render 
ineffectual  tbe  mounds  which  his  Britannic  majesty  bad 
raised  by  his  multiplicity  of  negotiations*  Le%vis,  the 
Spanish  monarch,  dying  soon  after  his  elevation  to  the 
thronei  his  father  Philip  resumed  the  crown  which  he  had 
resigned ;  and  gave  himself  up  implicidy  to  the  conduct  of 
his  queen,  who  was  a  princess  of  indefatigable  intrigue  and 
insatiate  ambition.  The  Infanta,  who  had  been  married  to 
Lewis  XV.  of  France,  was  so  disagreeable  to  her  husband, 
that  the  whole  French  nation  began  to  be  apprehensive  of  a 

f  Ob  l^e  fifth  day  of  Dwember  the  i»rtticeM  cf  Wales  vu  delivered  of  » 

princes*,  christenetl  bv  the  name  of  Louisa,  and  Hftcrwards  married  to  the  k fug  •** 
Denronrk.    She  died  l)e«embcr  tlie  nineteeiitti,  one  thoaaauii  seveu  hundred  and  . 
Sftj^Ofie. 

Iniraediatcly  after  the  nevrion  of  |>arliamentj  the  king  revived  the  wder  ot* 
tlw  Bftth,  thirly-eight  in  number,  inoludhig  the  •overeigm 

William  Hatemaii  was  created  baroa  of  Calnioi*e  in  Ireland*  and  visenunt 
Qateninn  ;  and  sir  llobcrt  Wa1])0le,  wholiad  been  one  of  the  re>hed  knights  oC 
tiiv  Ilftih,  wfl»aow  hoBOuretf  with  the  order  of  th«  ipMtei\ 
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civil  wftr,  in  consequence ^of  his  dying  without  male  issue; 
he  therefore  determined,  with  the  advice  of  his  counsel,  to 
send  back  the  Infanta  as  the  nuptials  had  not  been  consum- 
mated :  and  she  was  attended  to  Madrid  by  the  marquis 
de  Montelone.     The   queen   of  Spain  resented  this  insult 
offered  to  her  daughter;  and  in  revenge,  dismissed  made- 
moiselle de  Beaujolois,  one  of  the  regent's  daughters,  who 
had  been  betrothed  to  her  son  Don  Carlos.     As  the  con- 
gress at  Cambray  had  proved  ineffectual,   she  oflFered  to' 
adjust  her  differences  with  the  emperor,  under  the  sole 
mediation  of  Great  Britain.     This  was  an  honour  which 
king  George  declined*     He  was  averse  to  any  undertaking 
that  might  interrupt  the  harmony  subsisting  between  him 
and  tlte  court  of  Versailles ;  and  he  had  taken  umbrage  at 
the  emperor's  refusing  to  grant  the  investiture  of  Bremen 
and  Verden  except  upon  terms  which  be  did  not  choose  to 
embrace.     The  peace  between  the  courts  of  Vienna  and 
Madrid,  which  he  refused  to  mediate,  was  effected  by  a 
private  negotiation,  under  the  management  of  the  duke  de 
Ripperda,  a  native  of  the  states  general,  who  had  renoun* 
ced  the  protestant  religion,  and  entered  into  the  service  of 
his  catholic  majesty.      By  two  treaties,  signed  at  Vienna 
in  the  month  of  April,  the  emperor  acknowledged  Philip 
as  king  of  Spain  and  the  Indies,  promised  that  he  would 
not  molest  him  in  the  possession  of  those  dominions  that 
were  secured   to  him  by  the  treaty  of  Utrecht.     Philip 
renounced  all  pretensions  to  the  dorainiona  in  Italy  and  the 
•Netherlands,  adjudged  to  the  emperor  by  the  treaty  of 
London :  Chaiies  granted  the  investiture  of  the  dukedoms 
of  Tuscany,  Parma,  and  Placentia,  to  the  eldest  son  of  the 
queen  of  Spain,  in  default  of  heirs  in  the  present  posses- 
dors,  as  masculine   fiefs  of  jthe  empire*      Spain  became 
guarantee  of  the   Austrian  succession,  accordisg  to   the 
pragmatic  sanction,  by  which  the  dominions  of  that  house 
w^ere  settled  on  the  emperor's  heirs  general,  and  declared 
to  be  a  perpetual,  indivisable,  and  inseparable  feoffment  to 
the  primogeniture.  -  By  the  commercial  treaty  of  Vienna, 
the  Austrian  subjects  were  entitled  to  advantages  in  trade 
with  Spain,  which  no  other  nation  enjoyed.     His  catholic 
majesty  guaranteed  the  Ostcnd  £ast  India  company ;  and 
agreed  to  pay  an  annual  subsidy  of  four  millions  of  pias- 
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tires  to  the  emperor.  Great  sums  were  remitted  to  Vienna: 
the  Imperial  forces  were  augmented  to  a  formidable  num-^ 
ber;  and  other  powers  were  solicited  to  engage  in  this 
alliance,  to  which  the  court  of  Petersburgh  actually  acceded* 

$  XXV.  The  king  of  Great  Britain  took  the  alarm. 
The  emperor  and  he  had  for  some  time  treated  each  other 
with  manifest  coolness.  He  had  reason  to  fear  some 
attempts  upon  his  German  dominions  ;  and  projected  a 
defensive  treaty  with  France  and  Prussia.  This  alliance, 
limited  to  the  term  of  fifteen  years,  was  negotiated  and  con* 
eluded  at  Qanover  in  the  month  of  September.  It  implied 
a  mutual  guarantee  of  the  dominions  possessed  by  the  con* 
tractiog  parties,  their  rights  and  privileges,  those  of  com- 
merce in  particular,  and  an  engagement  to  procure  satisfac- 
tion to  the  protestants  of  Thorn,  who  had  lately  been  op* 
pressed  by  the  catholics,  contrary  to  the  treaty  of  Oliva. 
The  king  having  taken  these  precautions  at  Hanover,  set 
out  on  his  return  for  England ;  embarked  at  Helvoetsluys 
in  the  middle  of  December  i  and  after  having  been  exposed 
to  the  fury  of  a  dreadful  storm,  was  landed  with  great  dif^ 
ficulty  at  Rye,  from  whence  he  proceeded  by  land  to  Lon- 
don. The  parliament  meeting  on  the  twentieth  day  of  the 
next  month,  he  gave  them  to  understand  that  the  distressed 
condition  of  some  of  their  protestant  brethren  abroad,  and 
the  negotiations  and  engagements  contracted  by  some  for- 
eign powers,  which  seemed  to  have  laid  the  foundation  of 
new  troubles  and  disturbances  in  Europe,  and  to  threaten 
his  subjects  with  the  loss  of  several  of  the  most  advanta* 
geoua  branches  of  their  trade,  had  obliged  him  to  concert 
with  other  powers  such  measures  as  might  give  a  check  to  the 
ambitiaas  views  of  those  who  were  endeavouring  to  render 
themselves.ibrmidable ;  and  put  a  stop  to  the  further  progress 
of  such  dangerous  designs.  He  told  them,  that  the  enemies 
of  his  government  were  already  very  busy,  by  their  instru* 
mefits  and  emissaries  in  those  courts  whose  meai»ures  seemed 
most  to  favour  their  purposes,  in  soliciting  and  promoting 
the  cause  of  the  pretender.  One  sees,  at  first  sight,  that 
the  interests  of  Germany  dictated  the  treaty  of  Hanover ; 
hiTt,  in  order  to  secure  thie  «pprobation  of  Great  Britain, 
upon  which  the  support  of  this  alliance  chiefly  depended, 
it  was  judged  necessary  to  insert  the  articles  relaiing  to  com* 

Vol.  II.  "  Q  q 
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merce  and  the  protestant  religion,  as  if  the  engagement  had 
been  contracted  purely  for  the  advantage  and  glory  of  Eng* 
land.  In  a  word,  the  ministry  began  now  to  ring  the 
cfianges  upon  a  few  words  that  have  been  repeated  ever 
since,  like  cabalistical  sounds,  by  which  the  nation  has  been 
^  enchanted  into  a  very  dangerous  connexion  with  the  con-^ 
cems  of  the  continent.  They  harangued,  they  insisted 
upon  the  machinations  of  the  disaffected,  the  designs  of  a 
popish  pretender,  the  protestant  interest,  and  the  balance  of 
power,  until  these  expressions  became  absolutely  terms  of 
ridicule  with  every  ^rson  of  common  sense  and  reflection. 
The  people  were  told,  that  the  emperor  and  the  king  of 
Spain,  exclusive  of  the  public  treaties  concluded  at  Vienna, 
had  entered  into  private  engagements,  importing,  that  the 
Imperialists  should  join  the  Spaniards  in  recovering  Gibral- 
tar and  Port  Mahon  by  force  of  arms,  in  case  the  king  of 
England  should  refuse  to  restore  them  amicably,  according 
to  a  solemn  promise  he  had  made :  that  a  double  marriage 
should  take  place  between  the  two  infants  of  Spain,  and  the 
two  archduchesses  of  Austria:  and  that  means  should  be 
taken  to  place  the  pretender  on  the  throne  of  Great  BritaiiS 
$  XXVI.  When  the  treaties  of  Vienna  and  Hanover 
fell  under  consideration  of  the  house  of  commons,  Horatio 
Walpole, .  afterwards  termed,  in  derision,  ^^  the  balance 
"  master,"  opened  tlie  debate  with  a  long  unanimated  ora- 
tion, giving  a  detail  of  the  affairs  of  Europe  since  the  treaty 
of  Utrecht.*  He  enumerated  the  barrier  treaty,  the  con- 
vention for  executing  that  treaty,  the  defensive  alliance 
with  the  emperor,  the  other  with  the  most  christian  king 
and  the  states  general,  another  convention,  the  quadruple 
alliance,  the  congress  at  Cambray,  the  treaty  at  Hanover, 
and  that  of  Vienna.  He  explained  the  nature  of  each 
engagement.  He  said,  the  main  design  of  the  treaty  of 
commerce  concluded  between  the  emperor  and  Spain,  was 
to  countenance  and  support  the  East  India  company  estab- 
lished at  Ostend,  which  intei-fered  so  essentially  with  the 
East  India  companies  of  England  and  Holland,  and  was 
directly  contrary  to  several  solemn  treaties  still  in  force. 
He  enlarged  upon  the  danger  to  which  the  balance  of 
p6wer  would  be  exposed,  should' the  issue  male  of  this 
projeaed  marriage    between   the  houses  of  Austria  and 
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Spain,  ever  posses^  the  Imperial  dignitr  and  the  kiogdom 
.  of  Spain  togethen  The  reader  will  takft  notice,  that  this 
ver7  man  was  one  of  those  who  exclaimed  against  that 
article  of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  which  prevented  the  power 
of  those  two  houses  from  being  immediately  united  in  the 
person  of  the  emperor.  He  did  not  forget  to  expatiate 
upon  the  pretended  secret  engagement  concerning  Gibral- 
tar and  Minorca;  and* the  king^s  pious  concern  for  the 
distressed  protestants  of  Thorn  in  Poland.  In  vain  did 
Mr.  Shippen  urge,  that  the  treaty .  of  Hanover  would 
engage  the  British  nation  in  a  war  for  the  defence  of  the 
king's  German  dominions,  contrary  to  an  express  provi* 
sion  made  in  the  act  of  limitation.  These  arguments  had 
lost  all  weight.  The  opposition  was  so  inconsiderable, 
that  the  ministry  had  no  reason  to  be  in  pain  about  any 
measure  they  should  propose.  An  address  was  voted  and 
delivered  to  his  majesty,  approving  the  alliance  he  had 
concluded  at  Hanover,  in  order  to  obviate  and  disappoint 
the  dangerous  views  and  consequences  of  the  treaty  of 
peace  betwixt  the  emperor  and  the  king  of  Spain,  and 
promising  to  support  his  majesty  against  all  insults  and 
attacks  that  should  be  made  upon  any  of  his  territories, 
though  no(  belonging  to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain.  An 
address  of  the  same  kind  was  presented  by  the  house  of 
lords  in  a  body.  A  bill  was  brought  in,  empowering  the 
commissioners  of  the  treasury  to  compound  with  Mr* 
Richard  Hampden,  late  treasuter  of  the  navy,  for  a  debt 
he  owed  to  the  crown,  amounting  to  eight-and-forty  thou- 
sand pounds.  This  deficiency  was  occasioned  by  his 
embarking  in  the  South  Sea  scheme.  The  king  recom- 
mended his  petition;  and  the  house  complied  with  his 
request,  in  consideration  of  his  great  grandfather,  the 
famous  John  Hampden,  who  made  such  a  ^noble  stand 
against  the  arbitrary  measures  of  the  first  Charles. 

$  XXVII.  The  malt  tax  was  found  so  grievous  to  Scot- 
land, that  the  people  refused  to  pay  it,  and  riots  were  exci- 
ti^d  in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom.  At  Glasgow,  the 
populace,  armed  with  clubs  and  staves,  rifled  the  house  of 
Daniel  Campbell,  their  rcpresentutive  in  parliament,  who  had 
voted  for  the  bill ;  and  maltreated  some  excisemen,  who  at- 
tempted to  take  an  accountof  the  malt*  General  Wade,  whp 
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cemmaaded  the  forces  in  Scotland,  hud  sent  two  corn-* 
panies  of  soldiers,  \inder  the  command  of  captain  Bushel, 
to  prevent  or  appease  a  disturbance  of  this  nature. 
That  officer  drew  up  his  men  in  the  street,  where  tfaey 
w^ere  pelted  with  stones  by  the  multitude,  which  he  endea* 
voured  'to  disperse  by  firing  among  them  Without  ^hot* 
This  expedient  failing,  he 'ordered  bis  men  to  )oad  their 
pieces  with  ball ;  and,  at  a  time  when  the  magistrates  were 
advancing  towards  him  in  a  body,  td  assist  him  with  their 
advice  and  influence,  he  commanded  the  soldiers  to  fire 
four  different  ways,  without  the  sanction  of  the  civil  autho- 
rity. About  twenty  persons  were  killed  or  wounded  on 
this  occasion.  The  people  seeing  so  many  victims  fail, 
were  exasperated  beyond  all  sense  of  danger.  They  began 
to  procure  arms,  and  breathed  nothing  but  defiance  and 
revenge.  Bushel  thought  proper  to  retreat  to  the  castle  of 
Dumbarton ;  and  was  pursued  above  five  ntties  by  the  enra* 
ged  multitude.  General  Wade  being  informed  of  this  trans- 
action, assembled  a  body  of  forces ;  and  being  accompanied 
by  Duncan  Forbes,  lord  advocate,  took  possession  of  Glaa« 
gow."^  llie  magistrates  were  apprehended,  and  conveyed 
prisoners  to  Edinburgh,  where  the  lords  justiciary  having 
taken  cogniaumce  of  the  afFair«  declared  them  i]>nocent ;  so 
that  they  were  immediately  discharged.  Bushel  was  tried 
for  murder,  convicted,  and  condemned :  but  instead  of 
undergoing  the  penalties  of  the  law,  he  was  indulged 
with  a  pardon,  and  promoted  in  the  service.  Daniel 
Campbell  having  petitioned  to  the  house  of  commons,  that 
he  might  be  indemnified  for  the  damage  he  had  sustained 
from  the  rioters,  a  bill  passed  in  his  favour,  granting  him  a 
certain  sum  to  be  raised  from  an  imposition  laid  upon  all 
the  beer  and  ale  brewed  in  the  city  of  Glasgow.  The  malt 
tax  was.  so  sensibly  felt  in  Scotland,  that  the  convention  of 
the  royal  burghs  presented  a  remonstrance  against  it,  as  a 
grievous  burden,  which  their  country  could  not  bear:  peti*- 
tions  to  the  same  purpose  were  delivered  to  the  commons 
from  diiferent  shires  of  that  kingdom.^     On  the  twenty* 
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h  The  duke  of  Wharton,  havin|;  consumed  his  foitune  In  riot  ami  extnv»> 
ganco,  repaired  to  the  eoort  of  Vieuxia,  from  whence  he  iMt)eceded  to  Hoai«,  ami 
offered  hJs  service  to  the  ]»retender.  There  he  received  the  order  of  the  garter, 
and  the  tide  of  fiuke  of  Nortlrambcrlaiid.     He  was  se&t  by  the  che%'aUer  de  S^ 


fbttith  day  of  Mareln*  the  king  sent  a  meesage  to  tbe  hoosc 
by  sir  Paul  Mathuen,  ddsiring  an  extraordinary  3np{dy,  that 
he  mig^t  be  able  to  augment  his  maritime  force,  and  con- 
cert such  othe]^  measures  as  should  be  necessary  in  the  pre- 
sent conjuncture*  A  debate  ensued;  but  the  majoriqr 
complied  with  the  demand*  Some  members  in  the  upp^* 
house  complained  that  the  message  was  not  sent  to  both 
houses  of  parliament,  and  this  suggestion  gave  rise  to  anor 
ther  debate,  ia  which  lord  Bathurst  and  others  made,  some . 
melancholy  reflections  upon  the' state  of  insignificance  to 
which  the  peers  of  England  were  reduced*  Such  remarks, 
however,  were  very  little  minded  by  the  ministry ;  who  had 
obtained  a  complete  victory  over  all  opposition.  ^  The  sup- 
jdies,  ordinary  and  extraordinary,  being  granted,  with  tvery 
thing  else  which  the  court  thought  proper  to  ask,  and  sev- 
etal  bilb  passed  for  the  regulation  of  civil  economy,  the  king 
dismissed  the  parliament  on  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  May. 
$  XXVIII.  By  this  time  Peter  the  czar  of  Muscovy 
was  dead,  and  his  empress  Catharine  had  succeeded  him 
on  the  Russian  throne.  This  princess  had  begun  to  assem* 
ble  forces  in  tbe  neighbourhood  of  Petersburgh ;  and  to 
prepare  a  formidable  armament  for  a  naval  expedition. 
King  George,  concluding  that  her  design  was  against  Swe«* 
dep,  sent  a  strong  squadron  into  the  Baltic,  under  the  com- 
mand of  sir  Charles  Wager,  in  order  to  anticipate  her  views 
upon  his  allies.  The  English  fleet  being  joined  at  Copen- 
hagen by  a  Danish  squadron,  alarmed  the  court  of  Russia, 
which  immediately  issued  orders  for  reinforcing  the  garri- 
80QS  of  Wibourg,  Cronstot,  Revel,  and  Riga.  The  English 
admiral,  having  had  an  audience  of  his  Swedish  majesty, 
steered  towards  Revel,  and  sent  thither  a  lieutenat,  with  a 
letter  from  the  king  of  Great  Britain  to  tlie  czarina.  This 
was  an  expostulation,  in  which  his  majesty  observed,  that 
he  and  his  allies  could  not  fail  of  being  'alarmed  at  her 
great  preparations  by  sea  and  land.  He  complained  that 
measures  had  been  taken  at  her  court  in  favour  of  the  pre- 
tender 2  that  his  repeated  instances  for  esublishing  a  lasting 
friendship  with  th^  crown  of  Russia  had  been  treated  with 

^**f^  with  eredentUls  to  the  eourt  of  IVfadrid,  where  he  abjtired  the  nrotettant . 
religion,  married  a  ladr  of  the  qtiecn  of  Sf»ain*8  hedcharobcr,  and  obtained  the  rank 
^ft«d  tpiwiatnieat  of  a  Ueoteunt  colonel  in  the  Spaniih  len  ioe.  *  AiLirsS. 
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JMglect:  and  he  gave  her  to  tmderstand,  that  he  had 
ordered  his  admiral  to  prevent  her  ships  from  coming  out 
of  her  harbours,  should  she  persist  in  her  resolution  to 
execute  the  designs  she  had  projected.  The  czarina,  in 
her  answer  to  the  king,  expressed  her  surprise  that  she  had 
Uot  received  his  majesty's  letter  until  his  fleet  was  at  anchor 
before  Revel,  since  it  would  have  been  more  agreeable  to 
the  custom  established  among  sovereigns,  and  to  (he  amity 
which  had  so  long  subsisted  between  her  kini^doms  and  the 
crown  of  Great  Britain,  to  expostulate  widi  her  on  her 
armament,  and  expect  her  answer,  before  he  had  proceeded 
to  such  an  offensive  measure.  She  assured  him  diat  nothing 
was  farther  frpm  her  thoughts  than  any  designs  to  disturb 
the  peace  of  the  north ;  and  with  regard  to  the  pretender, 
it  was  a  frivolous  and  stale  accusation,  which  had  been  fre« 
qucntly  used  as  a  pretext  to  cover  all  the  unkind  steps, 
lately  taken  against  the  Russian  empire.  Sir  Charles  Wager 
continued  in  his  station  until  he  received  certain  intelligence 
that  the  Russian  galleys  were  laid  up  in  their  winter  har- 
bour; then  he  set  sail  for  the  coast  of  Denmark,  from 
whence  he  returned  to  England  in  the  month  of  November, 
§  XXIX.  King  George,  that  he  might  not  seem  to  con* 
vert  all  his  attention  to  the  affairs  of  the  north,  had  equip* 
ped  two  other  squadrons  :  one  of  which  was  destined  for  the 
West  Indies,  under  the  command  of  admiral  Hosier :  the 
other,  conducted  by  sir  John  Jenning's,  having  on  board  a 
body  of  land  forces,  sailed  from  St.  Helens  on  the  twen- 
tieth day  of  July,  entered  the  bay  of  St.  Antonio,  then  visi- 
ted Lisbon,  from  whence  he  directed  his  course  to  the  bay 
of  Bulls  near  Cadiz,  and  cruised  off  Cape  St.  Marys,  so 
as  to  alarm  the  coast  of  Spain,  and  (ill  Madrid  with  con- 
sternation. Yet  he  committed  no  act  of  hostility  :  but  was 
treated  with  great  civility  by  the  Spanish  governor  of  Cadiz, 
who  supplied  him  with  refreshments-  Rear-admiral  Hosier, 
with  seven  ships  of  war,  had  sailed  in  April  for  the  Spanish 
West  Indies,  with  instructions  to  block  up  the  galleons  in 
the  ports  of  that  country ;  or  should  they  presume  to  come 
out,  to  seize  and  bring  them  to  England.  Before  his  arrival 
Ht  the  Bastimentos,  near  Porto  Bello,  the  treasure,  consist- 
ing of  above  six  millions  sterling,  had  been  unloaded,  and 
carried  back  lo  Panama,  in  pursuance  of  an  order  sent  by 
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an  advice  boat,  Wtiich  had  the  start  of  Hosier.  This  admi' 
ml  lay  inactive  on  that  station,  until  he  became  the  jest  of 
the  Spiiniards.  He  returned  to  Jamaica,  where  he  found 
means  to  reinforce  his  crews  ;  then  he  stood  over  to  Car* 
thagena.  llie  Spaniards  had  by  this  time  seized  the  English 
South  Sea  ship  at  La  Vera  Cruz,  together  with  all  the  ves- 
sels and  eifects  belonging  to  that  company.  Hosier  in  vain 
demanded  restitution:  he  took  some  Spanish  ships  by  way 
of  rtrprisal,  and  continued  cruising  in  those  seas  until  the 
greater  part  of  his  men  perished  deplorably  by  the  diseases 
of  that  unhealthy  climate,  and  his  ships  were  totally  ruined 
by  the  worms.  This  brave  oflBcer  being  restricted  by  his 
orders  from  obeying  the  dictates  of  his  courage,  seeing  his 
best  oflicers  and  men  daily  swept  off  by  an  outrageous  dis- 
temper, and  his  ships  exposed  to  inevitable  destruction,  is 
said  to  have  died  of  a  broken '  heart ;  while  the  people  of 
England  loudly  cluhaoured  against  this  unfortunate  expedi* 
tion,  in  which  so  many  lives  were  thrown  away,  and  so  much 
money  expended,  without  the  least  advantage  to  the  nation. 
It  seems  to  have  been  a  mean  piratical  scheme  to  rob  the 
court  of  Spain  of  its  expected  treasure,  even  while  a  peace 
subsisted  between  the  two  nations.  The  ministry  of  Great 
Britain  indeed  alleged,  that  the  Spanish  king  had  entered 
into  engagements  in  favour  of  the  pretender. 

§  XXX.  The  dukes  of  Ormond  and  Wharton,  and  the 
earl  Marischal,  were  certainly  at  Madrid :  and  the  duke 
de  Ripperda,  now  prime  minister  of  Spain,  dropped  some 
expressions  to  the  English  envoy,  that  implied  some  such 
design,  which,  however,  the  court  of  Madrid  positively 
denied.  Ripperda,  as  a  foreigner,  fell  a  sacrifice  to  the 
jealousy  of  the  Spanish  ministers.  He  was  suddenly  dis- 
missed from  his  employments,  with  a  pension  of  three 
thousand  pistoles.  He  forthwith  took  refuge  in  the  house 
of  Vanderraeer  the  Dutch  ambassador,  who  was  unwilling 
to  be  troubled  with  such  a  guest.  He  therefore  conveyed  . 
the  duke  in  his  coach  to  the  house  of  colonel  Stanhope, 
the  British  minister,  whose  protection  he  craved  and  ob- 
tained. Nevertheless,  he  was  dragged  fiora  thence  by 
force,  and  committed  prisoner  to  the  castle  of  Segovia.  He 
afterwards  mado»his  escape,  and  sheltered  himself  in  Eng- 
land, from  the  resentment  of  his  catholic  majesty.  Colonel 
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Stanho{^e  complained  of  this  violation  of  the  law  of  nations, 
ipehich  the  Spanish  ministers  endeavoured  to  excuse.  Me« 
morials  and  letters  passed  between  the  two  courts ;  and 
every  thing  tended  to  a  rupture.  The  king  of  Spain  pui^ 
chased  ships  of  war;  began  to  make  preparations  for  some 
important  undertaking ;  and  assembled  an  army  of  twenty 
thousand  men  at  St.  Roch,  on  pretence  of  rebuilding  the 
old  castle  of  Gibraltar.  Meanwhile  the  states  general  and 
the  king  of  Sweden  acceded  to  the  treaty  of  Hanover :  but 
the  king  of  Prussia,  though  his  majesty's  son^in-law,  was 
detached  from  the  alliance  by  the  emperor,  with  whom  he 
contracted  new  engagements. 

§  XXXI.  On  the  seventeeth  day  of  January,  the  British 
parliament  was  opened  with  a  long,  elaborate  speech,  ina- 
vporting  that  the  proceedings  and  transactions  of  the  emperor 
and  king  of  Spain,  and  the  secret  offensive  alliances  con- 
cluded between  them,  had  laid  the  foundations  of  a  most 
exorbitant  and  formidable  power :  that  they  were  directly 
levelled  against  the  most  valuable  and  darling  interests  and 
privileges  of  the  English  nation,  which  must  either  giv^e  up 
Gibraltar  to  Spain,  and  acquiesce  in  the  emperor's  usurped 
exercise  of  commerce,  or  resolve  vigorously  to  defend  their 
undoubted  rights  against  those  reciprocal  engagements,  con* 
tracted  in  defiance  and  violation  of  all  national  faith,  and 
the  most  solemn  treaties.  He  assured  them,  that  one  of 
those  secret  articles  was,  the  placing  the  pretender  on  the 
throne  of  Great  Britain  :  and  another  the  conquest  of  Gib- 
raltar and  Port  Mahon.  He  affirmed  that  those  combina- 
tions extended  themselves  into  Russia ;  and  that  the  English 
fleet  seasonably  prevented  such  designs  as  would  have 
opened  a  way  to  the  invasion  of  these  kingdoms.  He  ex- 
horted the  commons  to  grant  such  supplies  as  should  be 
necessary  for  the  defence  of  their  country,  and  for  making 
good  his  engagements  with  the  allies  of  Great  Britain.  He 
told  them,  that  the  king  of  Spain  had  ordered  his  minister 
residing  in  England  to  quit  the  kingdom  ;  and  that  he  had 
left  a  memorial  litde  short  of  a'  declaration,  in  which  he 
insisted  upon  the  restitution  of  Gibraltar.  He  did  not  fail 
to  touch  thfc  energetic  strings  which  always  moved  their 
passions ;  the  balance  of  power  in  Europe,  the  security  of 
the  British  commerce,  the  designs  of  a  popish  pretendery 


the  present  bapp7  ettabliahmmQ  die  relignm,  liberties^  tntf 
properties  of  a  protestant  people*  Sttch  addresses  of  thanke 
vere  penned  in  both  houses  as  the  ministers  were  pleased 
to  dictate :  yet  not  without  ojpposition  firom  a  minoiitjr, 
which  was  far  from  being  formidable,  thoogk  headed  hy 
chiefa  of  uncommon  talents  and  resolution.  The  commons 
voted  twenty  thousand  seamen,  besides  dx^^md^twen^  thou* 
sand  three  hundred  and  eighty-ohree  men  fior  the  land  ser- 
vice ;  and,  to  defray  the  extraordinary  expense,  a  land  tax 
of  four  shillinga-in  the  .pound  wa's  granted. 

$  XXXIL  The  house  of  lords  having  taken  into  con- 
sideration the  letters.  mkI  memorials  betwe;en  the  ministers 
of  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Spain,  and  the  piqiers  relating 
to  the  accession  of  the  states  general  to  the.  treaty  of  Hmi- 
over,  a  warm  debate  ensued.  Lord  Bathurst  took  notice, 
that  the  accession  of  the  states  general  to  the  treaty  wa» 
upon  condition  that  this  their  act  should  be  approved  and 
ratified  by  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  the  most  christian 
king,  and  the/king  of  Prussia;  but  that  the  minister  of  hb 
Prussian  majesty  had  refused  to  sign  the  act  of  accession, 
wlitch  was  therefore  of  no  eifect :  that  if  the  court  of  France 
should  for  the  same  reason,  think  itself  disengaged  frcmithe 
Hanover  alliance,  Britain  alone  would  be  obliged  to  bear  the 
burden  of  an  expensive  war  against  two  of  the  greatest 
potentates  ctf  Europe.  He  said  he  could  not  see  any  just 
reason  for  a  rupture  with  Spain :  that  indeed  the  duke  de 
Ripperda  might  have  dropped  some  indiscreet  expressions ; 
he  was^  known  to*  be  a  man  of  violent  temper ;  and  he  had 
been  solemnly  disavowed  by  his  catholic  majesty  :  that,  in 
the  memorial  left  by  the  Spanish  ambassador,  he  imputed 
the  violent  state  qf  affairs  between  the  two  crowns  to  the 
ministers^  of  England ;  and  mentioned  a  positive  promise 
made  by  the  king  of  Great  Britain  for  the  restitution  of 
Gibraltar;  that  methods  of  accommodation  might  be  tried, 
before^  the  kingdom  engaged  in  a  war  which  must  be 
attended  with  dangerous  consequences :  that  the  nation  was^ 
loaded  with  a  debt  of  fifty  millions :  and,  in  order  to  maiu'^ 
tain  such  a  war,  would  be  obliged  to  raise  seven  millions 
yearly ;  an  annual  sum  by  which  tht  people  would  soon  be 
exhausted.  He^  observed,  that  in  some  papers  laid  before 
the  house,  mentioa  was  made  of  great  sums  distributed^  in 
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Wren  pfai^s,  to  bring  certaiD  vatrnnrcB  tt»  bcMr.  ISe 
4ieclarffri,  4hat  for  kw  own  part,  he  bad  toucfaed  Bcitlmr 
Spanish  wvr  Englisb^gcdd  ^  he  was  neicbcr  a  Spaniard  nor 
.a  Frenchman,  but  a  true  fioglishinan,  and  ao  long  as  1r 
had  tbsr  hononr  .to  sit  in  that  houacybe  would  speak  and  act 
dor  the.  gead  of  his  country.  He  therefiore,  desnned  thdr 
bndahips  aerionsly  to  joonsider  the  matter  before  tbca, 
wJkieh  was  of  the  last  cDttsetpience  and  imj^^ctance  to  the. 
arhole. nation.  He  said,  nothing  could  be.  gained  by  the 
war,  should  it  pronre  AUbccessfiul:  andeveiy  thing  woidd  be 
lost  should  it  be  unprosperous.  He  was  answered  by  lord 
Townsbend*  who  aiirmed  that  Us  nu^|esly  had  reeeived 
positive  and  certain  information  with  nspect  to.  the  aecret 
article  of  ailiance  between  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Madrid* 
in  isTOur  of  the  pnlender,  though  tbe  aafi^y  of  the  state  did 
•BOt  permit  him  to  lay  these  adviees  before  tbe  parlimneat. 
After  much  altercation,  the  majority  resolved,  that  the  mca- 
siiresibis  Huiesty  thought  £t  to  take,  were  honourable,  joat, 
and  necessary  for  preventing  the  cxeeution  of  the  danger- 
ous engagements  entered  into  in  favour  of  the  pretender : 
£ar  preserving  the  dmnininns  belonging  to  the  crown  of 
Great  Britain  by  solenm  treaties,  and  particadarly  those  of 
Gibraltar  and  the  island  of  Minorca ;  and  for  maLntaining 
•to  his  people  their  most  valuable  rights  and  privileges  of 
.commerce,  and  the  peace  and  tranquilltcy  of  Europe.  Seven- 
teen lords  entered  a  p'k'otest  against  this  reaohition*  Dis- 
putes of  the  same  nature  arose  fr<mi  the  same  eubfectin  the 
lower  house*  Lord  Towiisheod  had  aftrmed  in  the  bouse 
of  peers,  that  no  promise  of  restoring  Gibraltar  had  been 
made :  sir  Robert  Walpole  owned  such  a  promise  in  tbe 
bouse  of  commons :  a  motion  was  mad^  ^of  an  address, 
desiring  these  engagements  might  be  laid  before  the  house : 
another  member  moved  for  a  copy  of  the  memorial  pie- 
aented  by  Mr.  Pointz  to  the  king  of  Sweden,  and  £or  tbe 
secret  offensive  article  between  the  couru  of  Vienna  and 
Madrid ;  a  third  motion  was  made  to  address  the  king  for 
such  memorials  and  representations  from  the  courts  of  Swe- 
.deo  and  Demnark,  as  induced  him,  in  die  course  of  the 
r preceding  year,  to  send  a  squadron  to  the  Baltic.  In  the 
^account  of  the  money  granted  for  the  service  of  tbe  last 
year,  there  was  an  arii^e  of  one  bundred  and  twenty-five 
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were  ftprcafird*  Mr*  .BtihMmjri  toowd.  fiic  am  s^Mreas  ,€Mft| 
Ais  mbjoct;  hut  e«sh  of  th^^m^tioM  sTas  r^jieotod  <^n  a 
dhrimnrraiid  die  mtgBBtytofmmnd'^^tammUinBAdd  thnnkmi 
to  Us  mfrjefet^Tt  for^M'.grefl«!i^iiiciMil>£hi8iQiiBdiMw  .'Tfa«||fr 
capmaied  dieiviafc  implaeit  iCfinfidaiuib  i»  hti  fpa^iless.  HMb 
diM«MDi%  tbay  prooaised  tO'jsbpJiQvdlifift  in  all  aiicakir|u]r|kac> 
measorar  as  be*  dioidd  fi&d^BOBeasArjr  and  .ccpedicnt  Icilo 
pveveafiii^  a  niptore^  as  weU.ar  fms^aanaidttagihe  iMMttiir. 
and  advaatage  of  diaae  UagdooBau      '  .f.    .  { 

f  SXXIiL  Hia  naajeM^.  a|>eebk  gave  satk  Uoiliragr 
t»  ^e  court  of  Vkana^  that  Mr^^^Paknsy  the  impertalTeai-* 
deat  a(t  IiWidftai,  waa  ordctddrto praaanta^warm  ttcmorud 
to  tba  kttig^  aaid  afterwarda  tar  pMbKafe-it  to  the.  wkfilr- 
BBtBovi*  la  ttda  bald  jfatudAaavimec^  tkr  kia^  ma'diarsadr. 
wkh  baling  declared  from  thai  thtoocyraafpertiBQi  and  «(»•» 
dattbtad  ^ta,  acTeral  thiaga  diat  waaaicckher  »-w«tatadfi 
flusraprariaaaed or  ▼oid.of  alLfinindatian.  « >  The  maaiarudi^t 
aiBaflwd,  that  the  traatj^of  .Vienaiaiwaa(lMillioath«4uadnt|i^ 
idMaocr;  that  die  tmtiMy  of  coiamcrGa:waa  cakukiad  td>pro*Ti 
naaethemittual  and  lawfal  advamagoa-o^  the  anbyeeta.of; 
falitk.  paatgea^  agreeaUy  ta  the  laar  .afi^nardonarandJA^Q^ 
aaaiMCt  paej»dicial  to  the.  firitiab  Aatiom .  Ha  'dee^rad|» 
dwc  theit  waa  no  oifenaive^aDiaDae'OotKhided  between  the* 
taro  croamas  tbaa  the  avppoacd  artkle  rdattng  to.  thai  pre^ 
aaardnr  waa  an  abacdnte  fahehood:  Ihaa.tlile  iaamuation  wtahf 
saapcot  to  the  aiege  of  Gibraltar  waa  'aqoally  naliuofi  hir 
maattfr  baxrkig  made  no  angagaments  #ttdi  the  king  o$  Spaia 
bat  aoak  as  weta  specrfied  in  the  treaty  comaiaatcated  til 
bia  Britannic  anajeatj.  He-  aaid  ^howeveis  the.  hoadiifiaar 
aettnrioaaly  committed  in  the  West  Inidiea^  andweUiewbafe^ 
igasnat.  the  king  of  Spain^iar  violaiMaiL.of.trfeatiad,(aecdi«ii 
iBijuatUy  that  prioce^a  uiulcrtak)ng.ih0iatcg&  of  d&tbratouw 
Bimilkf^  he  damandady  inthe'ttame  ofchialmpariaimajaa^ 
aintable  reparatioD  for  the,  ii^aiy  hia Jioaovr  had  sMtaiae^ 
iami  aadi  calmanibtaa  impatatioQS.  Bath  houaea.  o£fpa^ 
liament  expreaaed  their  indignation  at  tbe^inaolence  oi  Mm 
memorial,  in  an  addrcaa  to  hia  majeaty ;  and '  Hrw  I^lma 
waa  ordered  to  depart  the  kingdonu  /  Vindant  dedaratiote 
were  preacntad  1^  the  OHnmtem  .oi  mthe  cmparor  and  the 
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JdBg  <4  Grait  Bd«»ia  la  tliewfiet  of  the-eoaipire  at  ftttubm  $ 
and  suoh  personal  reflectifooa  retorted  between  these  tw^ 
potentates,  that  all  hope  of  reconciliation  vanished* 

$  XXXIV*  King  George,  in  order  to  secure  hhnaeif 
against  the  impending  stom,  entered  into  more  atxiot 
engagements  with  the  Fnenbh  king;  and  agreed  to  pny  fifty" 
thottsand  ponnds  for  three  years  to  the  king  of  Sweden,  ta 
consideration  of  that  prince's  holding  in  readiness  a  bod^ 
of  tei^  thousand  troops  for  the  occasions  of  the.  alliance*  lie 
concluded  a  fresh  treaty  with  the  king  of  Denrnari^  whn 
promised  to  furnish  a  certain- nkimber  of  auxiliaries,  on  ne» 
count'  of  a  large  subndy  granted  by  the  king  of  Fraaices^ 
The  proportions  of  troops,  to  be  sent  into  the  field  io  caee 
of  a  rupcure,  were  ascertained.  His  Britannic  ms^es^ 
engaged  for  fettr-and*twenty  thousand  men,  and  a  strong 
squadrta  to  be  sent  into  the  Baltic  He  made  a  convene 
tion  with  the  prince  of  Hesse  Cassel,  who  undertook  to 
provide  eight  thowmod  infantry,  and  four  thousand  horae, 
in  •  conaideFation  of  seventy*>fottr  thousand  pounds,  to  be* 
pMd  by  j&reat  Britain  immediataly,  and  *  fifty  thousand 
pounds'  ssore  in  case  the  troops  should  be  required,  besidea 
their 'pap  and  subsistence.^  Such  was  the  fruit  of  ail  the 
aUtances  so  industriQUsly  planted  since  the  accession  of  king 
George  to  ihe  throne  of  Great  Britain.-  In  the.  day  of  Ua 
trooUe,  the  king  of  Prussia,  who  had  espoused  his  daugfasar, 
deserted  his  interest;  and  the  states  general  stood  akx^ 
For  the  security  of'hia  German  dominions,  he  had  recourae 
to  the  king  of  France,  who  was  ^  precarious  ally;  to  •the 
kings  of  Sweden  and  Denmark,  and  the  principality  of 
Hesse  Cassel:  but  none  of  these  powers  would  eontribuae 
their  assistance  without' being  gratified*  with  exorbitant  sub« 
aidies,  though  the  danger  -was  common, -and  the  effuts 
ought  to  have  been  equaL  Instead  of  allies,  they  proiesaed 
themselves  mevcenaries.  Great  Britain  paid  thei|i  for  thar^ 
defence  of  their  own' dominions  ^she,  moreover,  undertooM 
ao  mainuin  a  powerful  fleet  for  their  safd^r.  Is  diere  any 
Briton  so  weak  as  to  think,  or  so  foolhardy  as  to  afiirm,  that 
this  was  a  British  quarrel  i 

$  XXX V«  For  the,  support  of  those  espenstve  treaties^ 
]Mr*  Scroope,  secretary  of  the  treasury,  moved  in  the  house 
i4mali.  telHiaPaEasm*   TWnl.   UTMSftiksAdininai. 


of  eomcdtam^  tet  in  the  oudt  ux  bill  ihe^  tKrald  iiMcit  ft 
danse  cf  appropriatloii,  enq>oireriBg  the  king  to  iq>ply  such 
sums  M  shoiiid  be  neceasary  for  defraying  the  expenses  and 
engagements  which  had  been^  or  should  be  made  before 
Ae  twenty^fiftti  day  of  September^  in  concerting  such  mea* 
sores  as  he  should  think  nuMt  eonducive^to  the  securi^  ' 
of  trade,  and  restoring  the  peace  of  Europe.*  To  little 
purpose  did  the  members  in  the  opposition  urge,  that  this 
method  ol  asking  and  granting  supplies  was  unparlia« 
mcnt^gy :  that  sudi  a  clause  would  render  ineffectual  that 
appropriation  <^the  public  money,  which  the  wisdom  of  all 
pfliliaments  had  diougfat  a  necessary  security  against  mis* 
application,  which  was  the  more  to  be  feared,  as  no  pro* 
vision  was  made  to  call  .toy  person  to  account  for  the 
money  Aat  should  be  disposed  of  by  virtue  of  this  clause : 
Aat  great  siuns  had  dready  been  granted :  that  such  an 
onlimited  power  ought  never  to  be  given  in  a  free  govern* 
ment :  that  such  a  confidence  in  the  crown  might,  through 
Ae  influence  of  evil  ministers  be  attended  with  the  most 
dmgerous  consequences :  that  the  constitution  could  not  be 
preserved,  but  by  a  strict  adherence  to  those  essential  par* 
Uamentary  tormn  of  granting  supplies  upon  estimates,  and 
of  appropriating  these  supplies  to  sewces  and  occasions 
poUiely  avowed  and  judged  necessary :  that  such  clauses^ 
if  not  seasonably  checked,  would  become  so  frequent,  as  in 
tine  to  lodge  in  the  crown  and  in  the  ministers,  an  absolute 
tad  unedtttrolable  power  of  raising  money  upon  the  people^ 
whidi  by  the  oottstitutipon  is,  and  with  safety  can  only  be^ 
lodged  in  the  whole  legislature.  The  motion  was  carriedf 
ikt  clause  added,  and  the  l^ill  passed  through  the  other 
house  without  amendment,  though  not  without  opposition*' 
VetwithstandiDg  this  vote  of  credit,  sir  William  Yongn 
moved,  that  towards  the  sv^ply  granted  to  the  king,  the 
mam  of  durce  huhdred  and  seventy  thousand  pounds  should 
ht  raised  by  loanson  exchequer  bills,  to  be  clmrged  on  the 
snrplifti  of  the  duties  on  eoal  and  culm,  which  was  reserved 
iR*  the  paiiiameiit's  disposal*  Though  this  motion  waa 
vigorously  opposed  by  sir  Joseph  Jekyl  and  Mr.  Pulteney, 
aa^  a  dangerous  deviation  from  several  votes  and  acts  of 
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pftrliunmt,  fajr  nMtti  tUe  exeicdnigt  ef  the  frtlic  ftndft 
were  appropriated  to  the  dischaifpe  of  Ae  national  driH,  or 
tOi  the  iBcreafte  of  the  tinkhtg  futtda,  tt  waa  carried  b7  'die 
majority. 

$  XXXVI.  On  the  UteaA  day  of  Majr  the  patKaaeieBr 
ifos  prorogued^  after  the  kmg  had  acknonrledged  their  zeal^ 
libersdtt)',  aitd  despatch :  and  given  them  to  miderBtand  that 
the  siege  of  Gibralter  was  actually  begmi^  The  tranchea 
were  opened  before  this  fortress  on  die  ekrenlli  day  of 
Febraary,,  by  the  Conde  de  las  Torres^  at  the  head  of 
t#enty  thousand  men.  The  place  was  wcU  provided  far  m 
defence ;  and  the  old  earl  of  Portmore,  who  was  gevemor^ 
embarked  with  a  reinforcement  from  England,  under  cooi^ 
voy  of  a  fleet  commanded  by  sir  Charlea  Wager.  He 
arrived  at*  Gibraltar  in  the  beginning  of  April,  where  ha 
landed  the  troops,  with  a  great  quantity  ef  ammuaitioo^ 
warlike  stores,  and  £our->and*twenty  pieces  of  cannon*  At 
the  same  time,  five  humped  men  arrived  from  Minorca :  so 
that  the  garrison  amounted  to  six  thousand,  plentifuUgr 
supplied  with  fresh  provisions  from  the  coast  of  Barbary^ 
and  treated  the  efforts  of  the  besiegers  with  great  coateaipc^ 
The  states  general,  being  apprehensive  of  an  attempt  upoift 
tdieir  barrier  in  the-  Netherlands,  desired  the  king  would 
hold  in  readiness  the  ten  thousand  auxUiaries  stqiulatad  in 
die  treaty.  These  were  immediately  prepared  for  embark* 
ation,  and  the  forces  of  Engfanut  were  augmented  with 
thirty  new  raised  companies.  Sir  John  Nonis  set  ^aUk 
with  a  powerful  fleet  from  the  Baltic,  and  was  joined  by.« 
Danish  squadron :  but  the  c2:arina  dying  on  the  seventeenth 
day  of  May  he  had  no  occasion  to  commit  kostiStiesv  ^  tht 
Russian  armament  was  laid  aside. 

$  XXXVI  I.  Meanwhile  the  powers  at  variance,  thongll 
extremely  irritated  against  each  other,  wchk  all  ec^aUjr 
averse  to  a  war  that  might  again  embroil  all  Eurofie.  Tho* 
king  of  France  interposed  his  mediation,  which  was  c«m« 
ducted  by  the  duke  de  Riehlieu,  his  ambassador  at  Vieaaift. 
Plans  and  counterplans  of  pacification  wer^  proposed  betwecm 
the  two  crowns  and  the  allies.  At  length,  all  partiea  agraedr 
py  twelve  preliminary  articles,  which  weit  signed  m  M^ 
at  Paris,  by  the  ministers  of  the  Hanover  alliance,  and 
afterwards  at  Vienna,  by  the  Imperial  and  Spanish  ambas- 


sttdDnu  Thcae  imported,  tlutt  hottilrties  shetild  unmediately 
cettse :  that  the  charter  of  the,  Ostend  company  should  be 
suspended  for  seven  years  :  and  that  a  congress  should  in 
four  months  be  opened  at  Aix-la-Chapelte,  for  adjusting  aU 
dtftrencesf  and  consolidating  the  peace  of  Europe.  This 
congress  was .  afterwards  transferred  to  Soissons,  for  the 
conveniency  of  the  French  minister,  whose  presence  was 
aecesaary  at  court*  The  siege  of  Gibraltar  was  raised, 
after  it  had  lasted  four  months,  during  which  the  Spaniards 
lost  a  great  number  of  men  by  sickness,  while  die  garrison 
•ustained  very  lictle  damage*  The  court  of  Madrid,  how- 
ever, started  some  new  difficulties,  and  for  some  time 
would  not  consent  to  the  restitution  of  the  South  Sea 
ship,  which  had  been  detained  at  La  Vera  Cruz,  in  the 
West  Indies ;  so  that  sir  Charles  Wager  continued  to  cruize 
'OB  the  coatt  of  Spain ;  but  these  objections  were  removed  in 
tbe  sequel* 

^  XXXVIII.  King  George,  having  appointed  a  regen- 
cy, eoabariLed  at  Greenwich,  on  the  third  day  of  June,  and 
landing  in  Holland,  on  the  seventh,  set  out  on  his  journey 
to  Hanover.  He  was  suddenly  seized  with  a  paralytic 
Reorder  on  the  road :  he  fordiwith  lost  the  faculty  of 
speech,  became  lethargic,  and  was  conveyed  in  a  state  o{ 
insenaibUtty  to  Osnabrack.  There  he  expired  on  Sunday 
the  eleventh  day  of  June,  in  the  sixty-eighth  year  of  his 
age,  and  in  the  thirteenth  of  his  reign.— ->George  I*  was 
plain  and  simple  in  his  person  and  address ;  grave  and 
composed  in  his  deportment,  s  though  easy,  familiar,  and 
facetious  in  his  hours  of  relaxation.  Before  he  ascended 
the  throne  of  Great  Britain,  he  had  acquired  the  character 
of  a  circumspect  general,  a  just  and  merciful  prince,  a  wise 
politician,  who  perfecdy  understood,  and  steadily  pursued, 
lus  own  interest.  With  these  qualities,  it  cannot  be  doubted 
but  that  he  came  to  England  extremely  well  disposed  to 
govern  his  new  subjects  according  to  the  maxims  of  the 
British  constitution,  and  the  genius  of  the  people ;  and  if 
over  he  seemed  to  deviate  from  these  principles,  we  may 
take  it  for  granted,  that  he  was  misled  by  the  venal  sugges- 


320  ^  HISTORY  OP  RN6LAND.  iffff^ 

tions   of   a   miaistry  whose   power  and   infliiescc  were 
founded,  on  corruption.^ 

kGeoml.  tmuriod  tlhepHncew  Sophia  Dorociij,  dani^tter  aad  bdreMof 

the  duke  of  Zcll,  by  wbora  be  had  king  George  II.  and  the  ute  qneen  of  Prunia. 
like  king's  body  was  oonveycd  to  Hanover,  and  intentMl  amoDg  Ms  anecitoBi. 
From  the  death  of  Charles  11.  to  this  period,  Bngiand  had  made  a  considerable 
figure  in  every  branch  of  literature.  Dr.  Atterbury  and  l>r.  Clarke  distinguished 
themselves  in  divinitj — ^Mr.  Whiston  vrote  in  defence  of  Arianisoi — John  Loekie 
shone  forth  the  great  restorer  of  human  reason — the  carl  of  i)haftsbury  raised  sn 
elejpint,  though  feeble,  system  of  moral  phitoaophy— Berkley,  afterwards  Bishop 
of  Cloy  ne  in  IreUnd,  surpased  all  his  contemporaries  in  subtlety  and  varietr  tt 
metu|4iy(Mcal  arguments,  as  well  as  in  the  art  of  deduction — lonl  Bolingbroce'k 
talents  as  a  meuphysician  have  been  quettXMied  since  his  posthumous  votka 
appeared — Kreat  prc«rcss  was  made  in  mathematies  and  astronomy,  by  Wallis, 
Hallcy,  and  Flamstead-^thc  art  of  medicine  owed  some  valuable  improvements  to 
the  classical  Dr.  Friend,  and  the  elegant  Dr.  Mead.  A  mong  the  poets  of  ^s  sim 
wc  number  John  Phillips,  author  of  a  didactic  poem,  called  Cyder,  a  i>^iformsnee 
of  real  merit ;  he  lived  and  died  in  ohseurity-— Wiluatt  Congreve,  eelebcated  for 
his  comedies,  which  are  not  so  famous  for  strength  of  character  and  power  of 
humour,  as  for  wit,  elegance,  and  regularity — ^Vanburgh,  who  wrote  with  more 
mature  and  iirc,  though  with  iar  less  art  and  preeisioo*>Sleele,  who  in  hit  comedies 
successfully  engrafted  modern  characters  on  the  ancient  drama — ^^Karquhar,  who 
drew  his  pictures  from  fancy  rather  than  from  nature,  and  whose  chief  merit 
eonsisU  in  the  agreefible  pertiiess  and  vivacity  of  his  dialogue-*-Addison,  whose 
fame  as  a  poet  greatly  exceeded  his  genius,  which  was  cold  and  ener^'ate ;  though 
he  yiekled  to  none  m  the  character  of  an  essayist,  either  for  style  or  matter-* 
Swift,  whose  muse  seems  to  have  been  mere  misanthropy,  he  was  a  cynic  rather 
than  a  poet,  and  his  natural  dimness  and  sarcastic  severity  would  have  b^ea 
unplcasiog,  lud  he  not  qualified'  them,  by  adoptiug  the  extravagant  humour  of 
Luclan  and  Rabelais — Prior,  lively,  familiar  and  amusing — Howe,  solemn,  florid 
and  deckmatory.  Pope,  the  prince  of  lyric  poetry,  unrivalled  in  sntare,  ethici^ 
and  polished  versificatjon — the  agreeable  Pamel---the  wild,  the  witty,  and  the 
.^  whImsicatGarth — Gay,  whose  fsfbles  may  vie  with  those  of  La  Fontaine,  in  natiio 
'  humour,  ease,  and  simplicity,  and  whose  genius  for  pastoral  waa  truly  originsl. 
t>r.  Bentley  stood  foremost  in  the  list  of  critics  and  commentators.  Sir  Christopher 
Wren  raised  some  noble  monuments  of  arohitettnre.  The  moat  remarkable 
political  wriurs  were  Davcnant,  Harei  9wifty  SteeUj  Addisooj  BolioglMrokc^  and 
'rrcnchard. 


I»r.  OMMBU:  321 


BOOK  IL 


CHAP.  IV. 


^  I.  George  II.  ascends  the  throne  of  Great  Britain.  $  il« 
Charactera  qf  the  principal  per^na  concerned  in  the 
miniitrym  $  III.  Debates  in  Parliament  concerning  tho 
civil  Hat*  ^  IV*  Changes  and  promotion9»  $  V*  New 
Parliament.  $  VI.  Violent  dispute  concerning  the 
national  debt.  $  VII.  Vote  of  credit.  $  VIII.  4 
double  marriage  bettveen  the  Housea  of  Spain  and  Portu* 
gal.  %  IX.  JJberalitff  of  the  Commona.  $  X.  Debates 
on  the  aubaidiea  of  Heaae  Caasel  and  Wolfenbuttle.  $  XI. 
Committee  for  tnapecting  the  gaols^  $  XII.  Address 
touching  the  Spanish  depredations.  $  XIII.  A  sum 
voted  to  the  King  on  account  of  arrears  due  on  the  civil 
Hat  revenue.  $  XIV.  Proceedings  in  the  House  of 
Lards.  $  XV*  Wise  conduct  of  the  Irish  Parliament^ 
$  XVI.  Abdication  <f  the  king  of  Sardinia.  Death  of 
Pope  Benedict  XIII.  $  XVII.  Subatance  of  the  King's 
speech  to  both  Houaea.  $  XVIII.  Objections  to  the 
treaty  of  Seville  in  the  House  of  Lords.  $  XIX.  Oppo- 
sition in  the  Lower  Houae  to  a  atanding  army.  $  XX» 
Bill  prohibiting  loana  to  foreign  princea  or  Statea. 
$  XXI.  Charter  qf  the  £aat  India  Company  prolonged. 
$  XXII.  The  Emperor  reaenta  the  treaty  of  Seville. 
$  XXIIL  Seven  Indian  Chiefa  arrive  in  England. 
Revolution  at  Conatantinople.  §  XXIV.  England  in- 
feated  with  robbera^  aaaassina^  and  incendiariea.  $  XXV. 
Bill  against  penaionera^  sitting  aa  membera  in  the  Houae 
of  Commons.  $  XXVI.  Treaty  ofFienna.  §  XXVIL 
.Death  of  the  Duke  of  Parma.  $  XXVIII.  Don  Carloa 
takea  poaaeaaion  of  hia  territoriea.  $  XXIX.  France 
diatracted  by  religioua  diaputea.  $  XXX.  The  miniatry 
violently  oppoaed  in  Parliament.  §  XXXI.  Debate  on 
a  atanding  army.  §  XXXII.  Account  of  The  Charitable 
Vol.  It.  S  s 
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Corporation*  $  XXXIII.  Revival  of  the  salt  tascm 
§  XXXIV.  Mr.  Pulteney*s  name  struck  out  of  the  list 
of  Privy  Counsellors.  §  XXXV.  The  King  sets  out  for 
Hanover. 

$  L  AT  the  accession  of  George  II.  the  nation 
had  great  reason  to  wish  for  an  alteration  of  measures. 
The  public  debt,  notwithstanding  the  boasted  economy  and 
management  of  the  ministers ;  notwithstanding  the  sinking 
fund,  which  had  been  extolled  as  a  growing  treasure  sacred 
to  the  discharge  of  national  incumbrances,  was  now  in- 
creased to  fifty  millions  two  hundred  sixty-one  thousand 
two  hundred  and  six  pounds,  nineteen  shillings,  eight-pence 
three  farthings.  The  kingdom  was  bewildered  in  a  labyr- 
inth of  treaties  and  conventions,  by  which  it  stood  engaged 
in  pecuniary  subsidies  to  many  powers  upon  the  continent, 
with  whom  its  real  interests  could  never  be  connected. 
The  wealth  of  the  nation  had  been  lavished  upon  those 
foreign  connexions,  upon  unnecessary  wars,  and  fruitless 
expeditions.  Dangerous  encroachments  had  been  made 
upon  the  constitution,  by  the  repeal  of  the  act  for  triennial 
parliaments :  by  frequent  suspensions  of  the  habeas  corpus 
act  upon  frivolous  occasions :  by  repealing  clauses  in  the 
act  of  settlement ;  by  votes  of  credit ;  by  habituating  the 
people  to  a  standing  army ;  and,  above  all,  by  establishing 
a  system  of  corruption,  which  at  all  times  would  secure  a 
majority  in  parliament.  The  nature  of  prerogative,  by 
which  the  liberties  of  the  nation  had  formerly  been  often 
endangered,  was  now  so  well  understood,  and  so  securely 
restrained,  that  it  could  no  longer  be  used  for  the  same 
oppressive  purposes :  besides  an  avowed  extension  of  the 
prerogative  required  more  ability,  courage,  and  resolution, 
than  the  present  ministry  could  exert.  They  understood 
their  own  strength,  and  had  recourse  to  a  more  safe  and 
effectual  expedient.  The  vice,  luxury,  and  prostitution  of 
the  age,  the  almost  total  extinction  of  sentiment,  honour, 
and  public  spirit,  had  prepared  the  minds  of  men  for 
slavery  and  corruption.  The  means  were  in  the  hands  of 
the  ministry ;  the  public  treasure  was  at-  their  devotion : 
they  multiplied  places  and  pensions,  to  increase  the  number 
of  their  dependants :  thfey  squandered  away  the  money  of 
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the  nation  widioat  taiste^  discernment,  decency,  orremone: 
they  enlisted  an  army  of  the  most  abandoned  emittsaries, 
whom  they  employed  to  vindicate  the  .worst  measures.^  in 
the  face  of  truth,  common  sense,  and  common  honesty ;  aod 
ihey  did  not  fail  to  stigmatise  as  Jacobites,  and  enemies  to 
the  goyei^nment,  all  those  .who  presumed  to  question  the 
merit  of  their  administration. 

$  1 1.  The  supreme  direction  of  afiairs  was  not  yet  enjgross* 
ed  by  a  single  minister.  Lord  Townshend  had  the  repa^ 
tation  of  concluding  the  external  transactions  relating  to 
treaties  and  negotiations.  He  is  said  tio  have  understood 
that  province,  though  he  did  not  always  follow  the  dictates 
of  his  own  understanding.  He  possessed  an  extensive  fund 
pf  knowledge ;  and  was  well  acquainted  with  the  functions 
of  his  office.  The  duke  of  N.  his  colleague^  was  not  re*> 
markable  for  any  of  these  qualifications;  he  owed  his 
promotion  to  his  uncommon  zeal  for  the  illustrious  house  of 
Hanover,  nnd  to  the  strength,  of  his  interest  in  parliament, 
rather  than  to  his  judgment,  precision,  or  any  other  intellec* 
tual  merit.  Lord  C.  who  may  be  counted  an  auxiliaiyv 
though  not  immediately  concerned  in  the  administration,  had 
distinguished  himself  in  the  character  of  envoy  at  several 
courts  in  Europe.  He  had  attained  an  intimate  knowledge 
of  all  the  different  interests  and  connexions  subsisting  among 
the  powers  of  the  continent :  and  he  infinitely  surpassed  all 
the  ministers  in  learning  and  capacity.  He  was,  indeed,  the 
only  man  of  genius  employed  under  this  government*  He 
spoke  with  ease  aud  propriety ;  his  conceptions  were  just  ^ 
and  lively:  his  inferences  bold j  his  counsels  vigorous  and 
warm.  Yet  he  depreciated  his  talents,  by  acting  in  a  sub- 
ordinate character  to  those  whom  he  despised ;  and  seemed 
to  look  upon  the  pernicious  measures  of  a  bad  ministry  with 
silent  contempt,  rather  than  with  avowed  detestation.  The 
interior  government  of  Great  Britain  was  chiefly  managed 
by  sir  Robert  W.  a  man  of  extraordinary  talents,  who  had* 
from  low  beginnings  raised  himself  to  the  head  of  the  Trea- 
sur>'.'  Having  obtained  a  seat  in  the  lower  house,  he  decla- 
red himself  one  of  the  most  forward  partisan^  of  the  whig 
faction.  He  was  endued  with  a  species  of  eloquence,  which, 
though  neither  nervous  nor  eloquent,flo  wed  with  great  facility, 
and  was  so  plausible  on  all  subjects,  that  even  when  he  mis- 
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fepresented  the  truth,  whether  frcmi  ignonmce  or  deBign,  he 
■eldom.'f  idled  to  persuade  that  p«it  of  his  audience  for  whoM 
hearing  his  harangue  was  chiefly  intended*  He  was  weU 
acquainted  with  the  nature  of  the  public  funds,  and  under- 
stood the  whole  mystery  of  stockjobbing*  This  knowledge 
produced  a  connexion  between  him  and  the  money  corpo- 
rations, which  served  to  enhance  Ms  importance.  He  per- 
ceived the  bulk  of  mankind  were  actuated  by-a  sordid  thirst 
of  lucre :  he  had  sagacity  enough  to  convert  the  degeneracy 
of  the  times  to  his  own  advantage :  and  on  this,  and  this 
alone,  he  founded  the  whole  superstructure  of  his  subsequent 
administration*  In  the  late  reign  he  had,  by  dint  of  speak- 
ing decisively  to  every  question,  by  boldly  impeaching  the 
conduct  of  the  tory  ministers,  by  his  activity  in  elections, 
and  engaging  as  a  projector  in  the  schemes  of  the  moneyed 
interest,  become  a  leading  member  in  the  house  of  commons* 
By  his  sufierings  under  the  tory  parliament,  he  attained  the 
rank  of  martyr  to  his  party :  his  interest,  his  reputatioD, 
and  his  presumpdon  daily  increased :  he  opposed  Sunderland 
as  his  rival  in  power,  and  headed  a  dangerous  defection  fi^m 
the  nunistry,  which  evinced  the  greatness  of  his  influence 
and  authority.  He  had  the  glory  of  being  principally  cout 
cemed  in  effecting  a  reconciliation  between  the  late  king  and 
the  prince  of  Wales :  then  he  was  reassociated  in  the  admin- 
istration with  additional  credit ;  and,  from  the  death  of  the 
earls  of  Sunderland  and  Stanhope,  he  had  been  making  long 
strides  towards  the  office  of  prime  minister.  He  knew  the 
maxims  he  had  adopted  would  subject  him  to  the  hatred,  the 
ridicule,  and  reproach  of  some  individuals,  who  had  not  yet 
resigned  all  sentiments  of  patriotism,  nor  all  views  of  oppo- 
sition :  but  (ihe  number  of  these  was  incouBiderable,  when 
eoiyipared  to  that  which  constituted  the  body  of  the  commu- 
nity; and  he  would  not  suffer  the  consideration  of  such 
antagonists  to  come  in  competition  with  his  schemes  of 
)iower,  afliuence  and  authority.  Nevertheless,  low  as  he  had 
humbled  anti-mipisterial  association,  it  required  all  his  arti- 
fice to  elude,  all  his  patience  and  n-itural  phlegm  to  bear, 
(he  powerful  arguments  that  were  urged,  and  the  keen  satire 
that  were  exercised  against  his  measures  and  management, 
by  ^  f^w  members  in  the  opposition.  Sir  William  Wynd- 
ham  possessed  all  the  energy  of  elocution;  Mr.  3hippen 
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was  calm,  intrepid,  shrewd  atid  sarcastic  :  Mr.  W.  P. 
inherited  from  nature  ft  good  understanding,  which  he 
had  studiously  cultivated.  He  was  one  of  the  most  learn- 
ed members  in  the  house  of  commons,  extremely  well  quali- 
fied to  judge  of  literary  productions :  well  read  in  history 
md  politics  f  deeply  skilled  in  the  British  constitution,  the 
detail  of  government,  and  the  nature  of  the  finances.  He 
spoke  with  freedom,  fluency,  and  uncommon  warmth  of 
declamation,  which  was  said  to  be  the  effiect  of  personal  ani* 
ttiosity  to  sir  R.  W.  with  whom  he  had  been  formerly 
connected. 

5  III.  An  express  arriving  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  June, 
with  an  account  of  the  king's  death,  his  late  majesty  king 
George  II.  repslired  from  Richmond,  where  he  received 
this  intelligence,  to  Leicester  house ;  and  the  members  of 
the  privy  council  being  assembled,  were  sworn  anew. 
The  king  declared  his  firm  purpose  to  preserve  the  con- 
stitution in  church  and  state,  and  to  cultivate  those 
alliances  which  his  father  had  made  with  foreign  princes. 
At  the  same  time,  he  took  and  subscribed  the  oath  for  the 
security  of  the  church  of  Scotland,  as  required  by  the  act 
of  union.'  Next  day  he  was  proclaimed  king  of  Great 
Britain.  The  paiiiament  assembled  in  pursuance  of  the 
act  made  for  that  purpose ;  bnt  was  immediately  prorogued 
by  commission  to  the  twent}''-seventh  day  of  the  month. 
All  the  great  officers  of  state  continued  in  their  places :  sir 
Robert  Walpole  kept  possession  of  the  treasury ;  and  the 
system  of  politics  which  the  late  king  had  established, 
underwent  no  sort  of  alteration.  The  king,  in  his  speech 
to  both  houses  at  the  opening  of  the  session,  professed  a 
fixed  resolution  to  merit  the  love  and  affection  of  his 
people,  by  maintaining  them  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  their 
religious  and  civil  rights.  He  promised  to  lessen  the 
public  expense  as  soon  as  the  circumstances  of  affairs 
would  permit :  he  observed  to  the  commons,  that  the  grant 
of  the  greatest  part  of  the  civil  list  revenues  was  now 
determined ;  and  that  it  would  be  necessary  for  them  to 
make  a  new  provision  for  the  support  of  him  and  his 
family :  lastly,  he  recommended  it  to  both  houses  to  des- 
patch the  business  that  should  be  necessarily  brought 
before  them,  as  the  season  of  the  year  and  the  circum- 
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Stances  of  time  required  their  presence  in  the  countrjr. 
Addresses  of  condolence  and  congratulation  being  dra:«m 
up  and  presented,  the  commons,  in  a  committee  of  the 
whole  house,  took  into  consideration  a  motion  for  a  supply 
to  his  majesty.  Sir  Robert  Walpole  having  observed)  that 
the  annual  sum  of  seven  hundred  thousand  pounds  granted 
to,  and  settled  on  the  late  king,  had  fallen  short  every 
year ;  and  that  his  present  majesty's  expenses  were  likely 
to  increase,  by  reason  of  the  largeness  of  his  family, 
moved,  that  the  entire  revenues  of  the  civil  list,  which 
produced  about  eight  hundred  thousand  pounds  per  annum, 
should  be  settled  on  the  king  during  his  life.  Mr.  Ship- 
pen  opposed  this  motion,  as  inconsistent  with  the  trust 
reposed  in  them  as  representatives  of  the  people,  who 
ought  to  be  very  frugal  in  exercising  the  right  of  giving 
away  the  public  money.  He  said,  the  sum  of  seven 
hundred  thousand  pounds  was  not  obtained  for  his  late 
majesty  without  a  long  and  solemn  debate;  and  every 
member  who  contended  for  it  at  that  time,  allowed  it  to 
be  an  ample  royal  revenue:  that,  although  his  majest>:'8 
family  should  be  enlarged,  a  circumstance  which  had  been 
urged  as  one  reason  for  the  motion,  he  presumed  the 
appointments  of  prince  Frederick  would  be  much  inferior 
to  those  settled  on  his  present  majesty  when  he  was  prince 
of  Wales:  besides,  it  was  to  be  hoped  that  many  personal, 
many  particular  expenses  in  the  late  reign,  especially  those 
for  frequent  journeys  to  Hanover,  would  be  discontinued, 
and  entirely  cease.  He  observed,  that  the  civil  list  branch- 
es in  the  queen's  reign  did  not  often  exceed  the  sum  of  five 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  pounds :  nevertheless,  she  called 
upon  her  parliament  hut  once,  in  a  reign  of  thirteen  years, 
to  pay  tl^e  debts  contracted  in  her  civil  government;  and 
these  were  occasioned  by  the  unparalleled  instances  of  her 
piety  and  generosity.  She  gave  the  first  fruits  and  tenths, 
arising  to  nineteen  thousand  pounds  a  year,  as  an  augmen- 
tation of  the  maintenance  of  the  poor  clergy.  She  bestowed 
five  thousand  pounds  per  annum,  out  of  the  postoffice,  on 
the  duke  of  Marlborough :  she  suffered  seven  hundred 
pounds  to  be  charged  weekly  on  the  same  office,  for  the 
service  of  the  public :  she  expended  several  hundred  thou* 
sand  pounds  in  building  the  castle  of  Blenheim,  she  allow- 
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ed  four  thausMid  pounch  annually  to  prinC6  Charles  of 
Denmark:  sbe' sustained  great  losses  by  the  tin  contract: 
she  supported  the  poor  palatines :  she  exhibited  many  other 
proofis  of  royal  bounty:  and  immediately  before  her  death 
she  had  formed  a  plan  of  retrenchment,  which  would  have 
radaced  her  yearly  expense^  to  four  hundred  and  iifty^nine 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  forty-one  pounds.  He  affirm- 
ed, that  a  miBion  a  year  would  not  be  sufficient  to  carry  on 
the-exort»tant  expenses,  so  crften  and  so  justly  complained 
of  in  the  houseof  commons :  diat  over  and  above  the  yearly 
allowance  of  seven  hundred  thousand  pounds,  many  occa- 
sioned taxes,  many  excessive  sums  were  raised,  and  all  sunk 
in  the  bottomless  gulf  of  secret  service.  Two  hundred  and 
fif^  thousand  pounds  were  raised  in  defiance  of  the  antient 
parliamentary  methods,  to  secure  the  kingdom  from  a  Swe* 
dish  invasion :  then  the  two  insurance  offices  were  erected, 
and  paid  near  three  hundred  thousand  pounds  for  their 
charters  :  our  enmity  with  Sweden  being  changed  into 
alliance,  a  subsidy  of  seventy-two  thousand  pounds  was 
implicitly  granted,  to  fulfil  some  secret  engagement  with 
that  crown :  four-and-twenty  thousand  pounds  were  given 
for  burning  merchant  ships  arrived  from  infected  places, 
though  the  goods,  which  ought  to  have  been  destroyed  for 
the  public  safety,  were  afterwards  privately  sold :  a  sum  of 
five  hundred  thousand  pounds  was  demanded,  and  granted, 
for  paying  the  debts  of  the  civil  list;  and  his  majesty  decla- 
red, by  message,  he  was  resolved  to  retrench  his  expenses 
for  the  future.  Notwithstanding  this  resolution,  in  less 
than  four  years,  a  new  demand  of  the  like  sum  was  made 
and  granted,  to  discharge  new  incumbrances :  the  Spanish 
ships  of  war  which  admiral  Byng  took  in  the  Mediter-* 
ranean,  were  sold  for  a  considerable  sum  of  money :  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  thousand  pounds  were  granted  in 
the  last  session,  to  be  secretly  disposed  of  for  the  public 
utility ;  and  there  was  still  a  debt  in  the  civil  government, 
amounting  to  above  six  hundred  thousand  pounds.  He 
took  notice,  that  this  amazing  extravagance  happened 
under  the  conduct  of  persons  pretending  to  surpass  all 
their  predecessors  in  the  knowledge  and  care  of  the  public 
revenue:  that  as  none  of  these  sums  had. been  accounted 
for,  they  were,  in  all  probability,  employed  in  services  not 
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fit  to  be  owned*  He  said,  he  heartily  wished  that  time, 
the  greater  discoverer  of  hidden  trtiAs,  and  coaeealed  in}* 
quittes,  might  produce  a  list  of  all  such  as  had  beeapenrertftd 
from  their  public  duty  by  private  pendioaa:  who  had  beea 
the  hired  slaves  and  the  corrupt  instruments  of  a  proAnc 
and  vainglorious  administration*  He  proposed,  that  insteiid 
of  granting  an  addition  to  the  civil  lifft,  they  should  restrict 
that  revenue  to  a  certain  sum,  by  concluding  the  qu^tion 
with  these  words,  ^^  in  like  manner  as  they  were  granied 
^^  and  continued  to  his  late  majesty,  so  as  to  make  up  the 
^^  clear  yearly  sum  of  seven  hundred  thousand  pounds*" 
To  these  particulars,  which  were  indeed  unanswerable,  no 
reply  was  made.  Even  this  mark  of  decency  was  laid 
aside  as  idle  and  superfluous*  The  house  agreed  to  the 
motion ;  and  a  bill  was  brought  in  for  the  better  support  of 
his  majesty's  household.  The  commons  having  received  a 
message  from  the  king,  desiring  they  would  make  a  fttrthM* 
provision  for  the  queen  his  consort,  res^dved,  That  in.caae 
she  should  survive  his  majesty,  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
thousand  pounds  should  be  settled  upon  her  for  life,  chai|^ 
ed  upon  the  revenues  of  the  civil  list,  together  with  bis 
majesty's  palace  of  Somerset  house,  and  Richmond  Old- 
park*  A  bill  was  formed  on  this  resolution,  which,  aa 
well  M  the  other,  passed  both  houses ;  and  received  the 
royal  assent  on  the  seventeenth  day  bf  July,  when  the  king, 
in  a  speech  to  both  houses,  expressed  his  satisfaction  with 
their  conduct;  and  congratulated  them  upon  the  wealth  slnd 
glory  of  the  nation,  by  which  they  luid  acquired  such 
weight  in  holding  the  balance  of  Europe.  Then  the  lord 
chancellor  prorogued  the  parliament  to  the  twenty-nintk 
day  of  August;  but  on  the  seventh  of  that  month  a  pro- 
clamation was  issued  for  dissolving  this,  and  convoking 
another. 

§  IV.  In  the  interim  some  changes  were  made  in  dif- 
ferent departments  of  civil  economy.  Lord  viscount  Tor- 
rington  was  placed  at  the  head  of  the  admiralty :  the  earl 
of  Westmoreland  was  appointed  first  lord  commissioner  of 
trade  and  plantations.  Philip  Dormer  Stanhope,  earl  of 
Chesterfield,  a  nobleman  remarkable  for  his  wit,  eloquence, 
and  polished  manners,  was  nominated  ambassador  to  the 
Hague.     The  privy  council  being  dissolved,  another  was 
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afpimted  of  tlie  mtubcts  liven  pve^eot*  Tbe  dakfi  of 
DevoQ^hii^  Vft»ili|^ifiAd  with  the  pla«e  of  president ;  aii4 
the  duke  of  St».  Albua  wm  «p|^oiated  master  of.  the  hor&e. 
On  th<6  eleventh  dny  ad  Odober  the  coronation  of  the  king 
And  queen  waa  perfarmod  at  Weaimioster  aUbey,  with  th^ 
uaunl  aokoini^**  By  this  time  the  courts  of  PraiKe  an4 
Spain  were  perfeetly  leconciled  '•  all  Europe  was  freed  from 
the  calamitiea  of  war;  and  the. peace  of  Great  Britain  suf- 
fered no  interruption,  except  from  aome  transient  tumul^ 
fMnong  the  tinners  of  Cornwall,  who  bejyag  provoked  by  ^ 
scwBcity  of  enm«  rose  in  arms  and  plundered  t^e  gra|iariej| 
of  that  counly# 

§  Y«  The  elections  in  England  and  Scotland  for  the 
pftrUam^t  having  succeeded  qu  the  new  system^  according 
tiK  the  wishes  of  the  ministry,  .the.  two.  houses  met  on  the 
twenty^'third  da^  of  January,  when,  the  .commons  unani- 
auHksly  chose  for  their  speaker  Arthur  Onslow,  esquire, 
kni|^t  of  the  shire  for  Surrey,  a  gentleman  of  extensive 
Jun^wledge^  wortb» and  probity^  grave,  eloquent,  venerably, 
and  ^y^ty  way  qualified  fbr.the  discharge  of  that  h^noura* 
ble  aiMl  important  office.  The  king«  in  his  speech  to  this 
new  parliament,  de^liured^  that  by  the  last  advices  from 
abroad}  Jie  had  reason  toJiane.ji)A-4ifficulties  which  had 
kutherto  retarded  the  escecution  of  thr  prelimin^rie/s,  and 
the  opening  of  the  congres&iiwauld  soon  be  entirely  remo- 
ved :  in  the.m^an  time^  he  represented  the  absolute  neces^ 
9iMy  of  continuing  the  preparation  which  had  hitherto 
sttopred  the  nation,  and  prevented  an  open  rupture^  in 
£urep(^«'  He  pimniaed,  that  his  iii^st  care  should  be  to 
rediice,  from  time  to  time,  tlie  expense  q(  the  public,  as 
often,  and  as  soon  as  the  interisst  and  safety^  of  his  people 
would  permit  s^ioh-  reduction.  He  expressed  an  earnest 
desire;  of  seeing  the  foundation  laid  of  an  effectual  scheme 
for  the  iipcrease  and  encoufageinent  of  s<^^nen  in  general, 
that  they  might  be  invited  rather  thap  compelled  into  the 

a  Kiuc  Gporgc  II.  nscended  the  throne  in  the  forty -fourth  year  of  hU  age. 
On  the  9r<^iMt  tiny  of  September,  1705,  he  cspouied  me  priiiDes»  Wilhelmtna 
Chftrlotte*  Curpliiiey  daughter  to  John  Frederick,  inart]tus  of  Braiidenburgh 
Anspach,  by  whom  he  hiul  two  sons,  Frederick  Lewis,  prmcc  of  Wales,  liom  at 
Hanover,  on  (be  thirty-first  day  of  January,  ir07,  and  WiUiai^  Atigustus,  bom 
at  l»ndon,  on  the  tifteenth  day  of  April,  1721.  She  had  likewise  borne  four 
prince^cs,  naracly,  Anne,  Amelia,  CRrolina,  Mary,  and  vh?  ufterwarlls  dclivei^ 
of  l^oaisA»  married  in  the  sefiuel  to  Ok'  kiag  uf  Denmark^ 
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ttrnct  of  their  cwdliy.  flkiidljr,  be  recMiineiided ' 
imky,  ze«l,  and  diespatch  of  the  pubUe  bilMieM^  ThiOoe 
speeches,  petmed  by  the  mfauster,  tirere  €oaq>oeed  with  a 
#iew  to  soothe  the  mittds  of  the  people  into  m  ittAedilil^ 
tsimciirrence  with  the  tneasitris  of  die-  fgawimmtwit  %bi 
Without  aitjr  iftttetion  of  performing  those  ptoniiBee  of 
^onotoiy,  tefeimatiotl^  and  national  iMlvalitage^  The  twi* 
houses  seemed  to  Tie  whh  eadi  other  in  eOEpreselotis  of 
ipplause  and  affection  to  his  migesty.  The  Idrds^  in  their 
Mdress,  hailed  him  as  die  beet,  of  kings,  and  ivue  fadier  of 
his  coontry.  The  commons  expressed  the  wnrnwDSt  seaae 
of  gratitude  for  the  blessings  they  enjoyed  in  Ms  reign, 
though  it  was  not  jret  eight  mondis  old/  l^hey  appmved 
of  ail  his  tifansactidtts ;  promised  to  support  him  in  aU  hie 
tsndertakini^  I  atad  declared  they  would  cheerfully  gnmt 
wWtever  supplies  should  ht  wanted  fo^the  piMic  service^ 
Having  considered  the  estimates  which  were  Imd  before 
Uiem  by  order  of  his  majestjs  they  troted  two«amL-tweiity 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifty-*five  mcA  for  guards  «ad 
garrisons  t  and  fifteen  thousand  seamen  •for  tbe  service  of 
the  ensuing  year.  They  granted  two  hundred  and  thirty 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  twenty-three  pounds^  for  the 
maintenance  of  twelve  thousand  Hessian  troops  i  a  svibaidy 
of  fifty  diousand  pounds  to  the  king  of  Sweden  |  and  half 
that  sum  to  tbe  duke  of  BruesWiclT  W<^abUiKek^  Tbe 
expense  of  the  year  amounted  to  four  millions,  raised^  k 
land  tax  of  three  shillings  in  the  pound,,  a  mak  tnac^  and  fcy 
borrowing  of  die  bank  one  million  seven  hundred  ami  Afty 
thousand  pounds^  for  which  aanuites  to  the  amount  of 
seventy  thousand  pounds,  to  he  raised  by  duties  on  coak 
.  Imported  in  the  city  of  London,  were  granted  to  tint 
corporation* 

$  VI*  All  these  suras,  however,  were  not  gvanled  without 
question.  The  number  of  land  forces  occasioned  a  debate  t 
and  the  Hessian  auxiliaries  were  not  allowed  widioui  dispute 
and  opposition*  When  they  deliberated  on  the  loan  of  the 
bank,  Mr.  W.  Pulteaey  observed,  that  die  shifting  oflunds 

.  b  Nothing  could  be  a  greater  liurlcsoae  npmi  nceoUatkm  than  tbis  treaty  of 
irflianct  coi'cliu'ccl  w  «th  il»e  petty  duke  of  Woirctibuttel,  Mho  YC17  grovelj  guan^k- 
ietxi  to  bw  Britannic  niajcr iv  the  po»9csntm  oC  his  three  kingdom^  and  obli|^» 
liimsclf  X(i  :mpp(^  hi«  "niujcsi}  uith  five  thousand  men,  in  conftidenitioa  ot'  an. 
annual  s^tbsidj  (tt  fivenifid-tvcnty  tltoc^aud  pounds  tit  foiirycarsi. 


mm  but  pcrptfioaiiiig  tgxw^  and  poKkigf  off  tbe  eiril  tky : 
tha^  notuvtbaisiidiag  the  gfe«t  merits  which  some  persoi^ 
hai  boik  oo  the  ftiaking  fwul,  it  appeared  that  die  nadcmi 
debt  h«d  beea  toereaBed  ttnee  the  setting  up  that  pompoiit 
.pra^ect*  Some  wavm  altetwdoii  passed  between  him  and 
air  Baban  Walpole  on  this  subject*  l!be  lord  mayor, 
aMormea^  and  oonsmon  cooneil  of  London^  presented  a  peti* 
sion,  stttbiK  'i^rth^  thmthe  duties  already  laid  upon  coals  and 
ottlffh  imported  inio  London^  aiiected  ^  trade  of  that  ci^. 
only  I  ^t  die  inequality  of  Ae  burden  was  a  great  discour* 
agcflsenito  dmir  manitfadBres,  and  a  hardship  upon  all  the 
tndlng  inhabitants.  The  petition  was  rejected,  and  the  tas 
impoeed*  The  house  having  addressed  the  kfaig  for  a  par* 
tienlar  md  dniinet  account  of  the  distribution  of  two  bun* 
dend  aai  fifty  thousand  pounds,  charged  to  have  been  issued 
fisr  i^fiom-ing  the  tvnde  and  naifigMion  of  the  kmgdom,  and 
proeenrmg  and  restoring  the  peace  of  Europe,  he  declined 
gmsning  tbaur  request,  but  signified  in  genend^  diat  part  of 
ibn  mqney  had  been  issued  and  diid>ttrsed  by  his  late  majesr  ^ 
tgr,  and  ^  veaminder  by  himsdf,  for  carrying  on  the  same 
necessary  services,  which  required  the  greatast  secresy. 
SiKh  ft  message  in  the  neign  of  king  William  would  have 
miaed  a  dangsrous-iame  in  the  house  of  commons*  Mn 
W*  PnUeney  inveighed  against  such  a  vague  and  general 
wny  of  accosmting  for  the  public  money,  as  tending  to  ren« 
deiF  pariiaments  altogether  insignificant,  to  cover  embezzle- 
naents,  and  to  screen  corrupt  and  rapacious  ministers.* 
The  commons  having  taken  into  consideration  die  state  of 
tbe  national  debt,  examined  the  accounts,  and  inter* 
ragmed  the  proper  joficers.  A  motion  waa  made  by  a 
onurt  member^  that  it  appeared  the  moaesrs  already  issued 
and  applied  towards  discbMtrgiog  the  national  debts,  together 
Writh  ft  sum  to  be  issued  at  lady  day,  an^onated  to  six 
miMians  six  hundred  and  folfty»eight  thousand  seven  hnn* 
^  ^A  and  mwty  two  pounds,  five  ahiWngs,  one  penny,  one 
fiirtbini*  In  vain  did  the  leaders  of  the  opposition  expose 
dm  Inflacious  teniency  of  this  motion.  In  vain  did  they 
demonstrate  the  franduteot  mtifice  used  in  drawing  up  the 

accounts :  the  motion  waa  carried;  and  several  resolutions 

ft 
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were  taken  on  the  state  of  the  nUtional  debts.  la  the 
partictilar  account  of  these  debUb^upon  whkAi  the  house 
resolved  to  form  a  representation  to  his  majesty,  an  artide 
iof  three  hundred  thousand  pounds  relatiifg  to  the  duly  upon 
-wrought  plate  was  totally  omitted.  This  extraordinary 
omission  being  discovered,  gave  rise  to'  a  very  worn  debate, 
and  to  very  severe  reflections  against  diose  who  superin- 
tended the  public  accour^ts.  This  error  being  rectified,  a 
committee  appointed  for  the  purpose  drew  up  the  repre- 
sentations, contamihg  a'  pattkular  detail  of  the  national 
debts  dischargied  and  incurred  since  the  twenty-fifth  day 
of  December,  in  the  year  one  thousand -seven  hundred  and 
sixteen,  with  a  state  of  the  sinking  fund' and  of  the  public 
credit.  The  draft,  being  approved  by  the  house,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  king,  who  received  it  graciously*  He  took 
this  opportunity  of  saying,  that  the  provision  made  for 
gradually  discharging  the  national  debt  was  now  become  so 
certain  and  considerable,  that  nothing  but  some  >unfareBeen 
event  could  alter  or  diminish  it:  a  circumstance  tkift  efbid- 
ed  the  fairest  prospect  of  seeing  the  old  dtflnB  discharged 
without  any  necessity  of  incurring  new  incumbrances. 

$  VII.  This  answer,  fraught  with  many  other  expres- 
sions of  fatherly  tenderness  for  his  people,  paved  the  way 
for  a  message  t6  the  house,  demanding  a  vote  of  credit  to 
fulfil  certain  ei^gagements  entered  into,  and  concerted,  with 
^the  advice  and  concurrence  of  the  last  parliament,  for  seen- 
ring  the  trade  and  navigation  of  the  kingdom,  atiil  fia*  res- 
toring and  preserving  the  peace  of  Europe.  Thong^  a 
debate  -ensued  upon  this  message,  the  majority  resolved 
that  an  address  should  be  presented  to  his  majesty,  decla- 
ring the  duty  and  fidelity  of  the  commons,  their  entire 
confidence  in  his  royal  care  and  goodness,  and  thair  readi- 
ness to  enable  his  majesty  to  fiMl  his  engagements.  A 
vote  of  credit  passed  accordingly.  During  this  sessian, 
the  peers  were  chiefly  employed  in  examining  eopiea  of 
several  treaties  and  alliances  which  the  king  subniteed  to 
their  perusal :  they  likewive  prejiared  a  WU  f<ar  amending 
the  statute  of  limitation,  which,  vhowever,  <lid  not  paib  4III0 
a  law:  they  considered  Hhe  state  ^l  the  national  debt,  a 
subject  fruitful  of  debates;  they  passed  the  mutiny  bill, 
and  those  that  were  sent  up  from  the  commons,  touching 


the  supfAies }  togtdier  ivith  ao  act,  obliging  dups  arriviag 
from  infected  plaiMSto  perform  quarantine  >  and  sooie 
othefs  of -a  more  private  nature.  These  bilU  having  re- 
ceived the  royal  assent,  .the  king  closed  the  session  on  the 
twenty-eighth  day  of  May,  when  he  thanked  the  commons 
for  the  eflectoal  supplies  diey  had  raised,  and  in  particular, 
for  having  empowered  hkn  to  borrow  £ve  hui^dred  thou- 
sand pounds  for  the  discharge  of  wages  due  to  the  seamen 
employed  in  the  navy* 

$  VIII*  England  was  at>tfaia  period  quite  barren  of 
.  remarkable  events.  The  king's  uncle,  Ernest  Augustus, 
prince  of  Brunswick,  duke  of  York,  and  bishop  of  Osntd>ruck, 
died  on  the  third  day  of  August,  and  was  succeeded  in  the 
bishoprick  by  the  elector  of  Cologn,  according  to  the  pac- 
tum by  which  Osnabruck  is  akemately  possessed  by  the 
house  of  Brunswick  and  that  elector*  In  the-  beginning  of 
December^  bis  majesty's  eldest  son  prince  Frederick  arrived 
in  England  from  Hanover,  whM%  he  had  hithertp  resided, 
was  introduced  into  the  privy  council,  and  created  prince  of 
Wales*  Signior  Como,  residetit  from  the  duke  of  Parma, 
was  ordered  to  quit  die  kingdom,  because  his  master  paid 
to  the  pretender  the  honours  due  to  the  king  of  Great  Bri- 
tain* The  congress  opened  at  Soissoos,  for  determining  all 
disputes  among  the  powers  of  Europe,  proved  ineffectual. 
Such  diflk:ulties  occured  in  settling  and  reconciling  so  many 
diilerent  pretensions  and  interests,  that  the  contracting  par- 
ties in  the  alliance  of  Hanover  .proposed  a  provisional 
treaty,  concerning  which  no  definitive  answer  was  given  as 
yet  1^  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Madrid*  The  fate  of  Eu- 
rope,, therefore,  continued  in  suspense ;  the  Eng^h  fleet 
hiy  inactive  and  rotting  in  the  West  Indies :  the  sailors 
pcsMisng  misera^ly^  without  daring  to  avenge  their  coun- 
try'a  wrongs;  while  the  Spanish  cruisers  committed de'pre- 
dntions  with  impunity  on  the  commerce  of  Great  Britain* 
^TbecourrofSpaiBy  at  this  juncture,  seemed  cold  and  ind&f- 
itvomt  witb  regard,  to  a  pacification  with  England*  It  had 
Yenewad  a-  gfood  nndevstapding  with  France,  and  now 
strcngnhrnedi  its  interest  by  a  double  alliance  of  marriage 
with  tfars  royal  family^  of  FortqgaL  The  infanta  of  this  house 
was  botnothed  lo  the  prince  of  Austurias ;  while  the  Spanish 
in£uita,  fimnftly  Jiffian^ed  to  the  French  ki^g,  was  now 
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nuitched  with  the  priace  of  ftstily  eldest  ion  of  U»  Perttt* 
gtt^se  majesty*  la  the  month  of  Jamiwy,  the  two  C9iut« 
met  io  a  wooden  houae  built  over  ihe  Uttk  river  C«ya,  that 
separates  the  two  kingdoms,  and  there  the  prifiMcesses  were 
exchanged. 

$  IX*  The  parliament  of  Great  Britain  meeting,  aecord** 
mg  to  their  last  prorogation  on  the  twenty-^rst  day  of 
January,  the  king  in'iiis  speech  ccmimunscated  the  nature  of 
the  negotiation  at  the  congress*  He  demanded  such  supr 
plies  as  might  enable  him*' to  .act  Tigorously  in  concert  with 
his  allies,  provided  his  endeavours  to  establish  m  advaotager 
ous  peace  should  miscarry ;  and  he  hinted  that  the  dilatory 
conduct  of  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Madrid  proceeded  in  a 
great  measure  from  the  hopes  that  were  given  of  o^eating 
'  discontents  and  divisions  among  the  sutgects  of  Great  firi^ 
tain.  This  suggestion  was  a  minista*al  artifice  to  inflame 
the  zeal  and  resentment  of  the  nation,  and  intimidate  the 
members  in  the  opposition.  Accordbg^y  the  hint  was  pur^ 
sued,  dnd  in  the  address  from  both  houses,  that  could  not 
fail  of  being  agreeable,  considering  the  manner  in  which 
ihey  were  dictated,  particular  notice  was  taken  of  this  aiti* 
de :  ,both  peers  and  commons  expressed  their  detestatioa 
and  abhorrenoe  of  those,  who,  by  such  base  and  unnatural 
artifices,  sumested  the  means  of  itistressing  their  countiy, 
and  clamoured  at  the  inconveniencies  which  they  them** 
selves, had  occasioned.  In  these  addresses,  likewise,  the 
parliament  congratulated  his  majesty  on  the  arrival  of  dm 
prince  of  Wales  in  his  British,  dominions ;  and  the  com* 
mons  sent  a  particular  compliment  to  his  royal  highness  on 
that  occasion.  The  estimates  having  been  examined  in^ 
usual  form,  the  house  voted  fifteen  thousand  seameb  for  the 
ensuing  year;  but  the  modon  for  comiauingthe  sanse  nam* 
her  of  land  forces  which  had  been  allowed  in  the  preceding 
year,  was  not  carried  without  dbpute.  AIL  the  irgnassnts 
against  a  standing  army  in  time  of  peane,  as  inooosisteat 
with,  the  British  constitution,  aad  dangerous  to  ibe  liberties 
of  the  people,  were  repealed  with  great  vivacity  by  Mn 
Shippen  and  Mr.  W.  Pulteney.  Theae,  hoarevnr,  were 
anasrered,  and  represented  as  absurd,  by  .Mn  Horalio  Wajjp 
pole  and  Mr.  D.  two  staunch  adherents  of  die  minlsser* 
The  first  had*  in  despite  of  nature,  boM  emptogMd  in  dif» 


fiment  iMgodadons :  he  was  Uunt,  ankwal-d  and  skVenly : 
an  otator  without  eloquence,  an  ambassador  without  dig^ 
nity,  and  a  plenipotentiary  without  address.  The  other  had 
natural  parts  and  acquired  knowledge ;  spoke  with  confi* 
^eiice ;  and  in  dispute  was  vain,  sarcastic,  petulant,  and 
verbose. 

(  X.  The  subsidies  to  Sweden,  Hesse  Cassel,  and  Wbl- 
fenbuitel  were  continuedfliotwithstandtng  the  remonstrances 
of  sir  Joseph  Jekyll,  Mr.  Lutwyche,.  and  Mr.  Pulteney: 
which  last  observed,  that  as  the  landgrave  of  Hesse  Cassel, 
and  the  duke  of  Brunswick  Wolfenbuttel,  usually  maintained 
^  certain  number  of  troops  in  their  pay,  it  was  but  reasona^- 
Ue  that  Great  Britain  should  defray  no  more  than  the 
expei&e  of  the  additional  forces  which  those  powers  had 
Mised,^  in  consequence  of  their  conventions  with  the  king 
of  England.  Sir  Robert  Walpole  perceiving  that  this  remark 
made  an  impression  on  the  house,  thought  it  necessary  to 
vindicate  Us  measure.  He  expatiated  upon  the  wisdom  of 
die  late  king,  in  concluding  the  Hanover  alliance.  He 
lafirmed,  that  the  convention  mth  Hesse  Cassel  had  pre- 
vented a  war  in  the  empire,  for  which  the  court  of  Vienna 
had  made  great  preparations :  that  ihe  emperor  hsid  not 
ooly  augmented  bis  own  forces  by  the  help  of  Spanish  sub* 
Sidies,  but  also  retained  the  troops  of  three  electors ;  and 
if  he  had  not  been  overawed  by  the  Hessians,  would  cer- 
eatnly  Imve  rejected  iho  prdiminaries,  and  all  other  advan* 
efcs  towards  a  pacification :  that,  therefore,  they  ought  not 
CO  grudge  an  expense  which  had  already  proved  so  benefi- 
■cial  to  the  tranquillity  of  Europe.  Sir  Joseph  Jekyll  replied, 
that  whatever  gloss  might  be  put  upon  such  meaBttres,they 
were  repugnant  to  the  maxima  by  which  England  in  former 
times  bad  steered  and  squared  its  conduct  with  relation  to 
its  interest  abroad :  that  the  navy  was  the  natural  strength, 
of  Great  BritaiQ-*->its  best  defence  and  ^^ecurity :  but  if^  in 
order  to  avoid  a  war,  diey  should  be  so  free  hearted  as  In 
buy  and  nMU|itain  the  forces  of  foreign  princes,  they  were 
never  Uke  to  see  an  end  of  such  extravagant  expenses. 
This  gentleman,  who  exercised  the  office  of  master  of  th# 
fOUs,  had  approved  himself  a  zealous  defender  of  irhig 
pfftnciples,  was  an  able  lawyer,  a  sensible  speaker,  and  a 
conscientious  patriot.     The  sujiplies  were  raised  by  a 
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tinuatitMi  of  the  land  tax,  the  duties  upon  malt,  cider,  and 
perry,  an  additional  imposition  on  unmalted  com  used  in 
4ifttiUing,  and  by  sale  of  annuities  to  the  bank  not  exceed* 
ing  fifty  thousand  pounds  per  annum* 

$  XL  Petitions  were  delivered  to  the  house  of  com- 
mons from  the  merchants  of  London,  Liverpool,  and  Bris- 
tol,  complaining  olf  the  interruptions  they  had  suffered  in 
their  trade  for  several  years,  by  the  depredations  of  the 
Spaniards  in  the  West  Indies.  .  lliese  being  considered, 
the  house  ordered  the  lords  of  the  admiralty  to  produce  the 
other  memorials  of  the  same  kind  which  they  had  received, 
riiat  they  might  be  laid  before  the  congress  at  Soissonsj 
then  they  addressed  his  majesty  for  copies  of  all  the  letters 
and  instructions  which  had  been  sent  to  admiral  Hosier^ 
and  those  who  succeeded  him  in  the  command  of  the  West 
India  squadron.  Mr.  Oglethorpe  having  been  informed  of 
shocking  cruelties,  and  oppressions  exercised  by  gaolers 
upon  their  prisoners,  moved  for  an  examination  into  these 
practices,  and  was  chosen  chairman  of  a  eommittee  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the  gaols  of  the  kingdom.  Thejr 
began  with  the  Fleet  prison,  which  they  visited  in  a  body : 
there  they  found  sir  William  Rich,  baronet,  loaded  with 
irons,  by  order  of  Bambridge  the  warden,  to  whom  he  had 
ffven  some  slight  cause  of  offence.  They  made  a  discovery 
of  many  inhuman  barbarities,  which  had  been  committed 
by  that  ruihan,  and  detected  the  most  iniquitous  scenes  of 
frauds  villany,  and  extortion.  When  the  report  was  made 
by  the  committee,  the  house  unanimously  resolved,  that 
Thomas  Bambridge,  acting  warden  of  the  Fleet,  had  wil* 
fully  permitted  several  debtors  lo  escape ;  had  been  guilty 
t>f  the  most  notorious  breaches  of  trust,  great  extortions, 
and  the  highest  crimes  and  misdemeanors  in  the  execution 
of  his  office ;  that  he  had  arbitrarily  and  unlawfully  loaded 
with  irons,  put  into  dungeons,  and  destroyed  prisoners  for 
debt,  under  his*  charge,  treating  them  in  the  most  barbarous 
aiid  cruel  manner,  in  high  violation  and  contempt  of  the 
laws  of  the  kingdom.  John  Huggias,  esquire,  who  had 
Hbcen  wardcli  of  the  Fleet  prison,  was  subjected  to  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  same  nature.  The  house  presented  an  address 
to  the  king,  desiring  he  would  direct  hia  attorney*  general 
forthwith  to  prosecute  these  persons  and  their  accomplices, 


wW  vr^n  ooimtiMed  piiaoikert  to*  New|j^te.     A  bitt  ww^ 
brought  kif  disaMi&s  Baoiibtidge   to*  esecatd  die  office  o0 
V9urdc»;i  another  far  die  better  regyshlfeiag;  due  pxfeoii  of  dwn 
Fket :  add  for  dw  more  bffectuaUf  pi^evondng  attd  punishiDg^ 
alrbitfarjr  aiidiUegldrpcaodkleeofdke  wandenof  dte'saidpmon.^ 
$  XIL  Odier  merchantb  con^hiaed  by  petkiob  of  dx^t 
losaea  sustailted  b3fi  die  Spaiuards.     Tbe  ho^8e;  m  a  gnmd> 
committee,.  deltboraKed  oir  this:  subjiscli,  incpiired  into  titer 
partieiilarsv  examined  evidence^  and  drew  up  an  addresH  to* 
the  king,  desiring  bis  :mii|eaty  would  be  gractomly  pkasted 
to  use  bi»  utinoal  tfndeavouta  for  prevendng  snob  dbpfeda* 
ttons;.  for  procuring*  jnat  and  reatondUe  aati0{iM:tion ;  and 
for  securing  to- his/ subjects  the  free  esensise  of  oommerce 
and>  navigation  to  and  from'  the  Briti^  ^colonies' in  Amo* 
rka.  The  king  assuvedl  then  he  wouM^Use  hifibeat'endeMr* 
ours  to  answer  the  desiren  and- ed^eotalionS' of  his«  people^* 
IB  an  affair  of  so.  much  importance;  and  dley,  int  another 
address,  thanked  him  foe  his  sracimis>  atisW^er.     They  did< 
not,  however^  receive  such  a>  satisfeetory  replj^  to  a  formeiv 
address,,  touching  the  sum  of  sixty:  thousand  pounds,  that  had 
been  stated  in«tbe  pubUc-acoount,  withoutspeoi&cadonof  the 
particular  uses  to  which  il  was:  applied^     His  nugesty  gave 
them  to  understand  that  the-  money/  had  been- issued  and 
disbureed  foftr  secret  serviees>;.  andithat  a  djstiactt  and 'par- 
ticular account  of  the  diatrtbution  of  it  could  not  bo  given  • 
without  a  manifest  prejudice,  to  the  public*  A  bill  was  prCf 
pared  fon  the*  more  effectual- ptrevemiog  bribery- and  comip* 
tion'in  decdons  for  members  of  parliament ;  and  itpassedr 
throu^.  the  house  without  opposition.:  butdieir  aHendon; 
WBs;chiefly  etofiof^i  upon  die  Spanish  depredaitionsi  which  • 
Ittubrataed)  a  great  clamour  tbroogb.  the  w^le  kiugdomf 
and  exoited  veiyi  wanm  diaputea  in^  parliament^;  for  theyt 
wiere  generalljr  reputed' the  fruits  ( of  neg^ig^nce,.  mcapacity,, 
6r  want  of  vigour  in  the  miaistemk     The  commons  having 
made  furtber  prognesa  in  the  inquiry^  and  received  freeh 
peddons  fcotti  diei  merahanUi,  passed  some  reaolutiona,  in 
which  the  Spaniarda  wene  accused*  of  having  violated  the 
treaties  wbsisting  between  the   two   crowns;   and  widi 

e  It«fterwardt«piieared  that  tome  of  the  memberaof  this  inquest  wei*e 
•etnated  hjr  other  motivet  than  those  they  profe«ed  ;  and  the  eommKtee  was  mP" 
fcad  ta  miT'hito  cMifioa. 

Vol.  II.  U  u 
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having  treated  inhumanly  the  masters  and  crews  of  ships 
belonging  to  Great  Britain*  They  justified  the  instructions 
given  to  admiral  Hosier,  to  seize  and  detain  the  fiota  and 
galleons  of  Spain,  until  justice  and  satisfauion  should  be 
rendered  to  his  majesty  and  his  allies;  nay,  even  declared 
that  such. seizure  would  have  been  just,  prudent;  and  ne- 
cessary, tending  to  prevent  an  open  rupture,  and  to  preserve 
the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  Europe.  They  again^  address- 
ed the  king  to  use  his  endeavours  to  procure  satisfaction ; 
and  iie  promised  to  comply  with  their  request. 

$  XII L  Mr.  Scroope,  member  for  Bristol,  moved  for 
an  address  entreating  his  majesty  to  order  an  account  of  the 
produce  of  the  civi!  list  revenues  for  one  year  to  be  laid  be* 
fore  the  house.  T%e  address  was  presented,  the  account 
produced,  and  the  house  in  a  grand  committee,  took  this 
affair  into  consideration.  The  courtiers  affirmed  that  they  fell 
short  of  the  eight  hundred  thousand  pounds  settled  upon 
his  majesty :  and  Mr.  Scroope  proposed  that  the  sum  of 
one  hundred  and  fifteen  thousand  pounds  should  be  granted 
to  the  king,  on  account  of  those  deficiencies  and  arrears. 
The  motion  was  vigorously  opposed  by  Mr.  Pulteney  and 
other  members.  They  expressed  their  surprise  that  it 
should  be  made  so  late  in  the  session,  w^hen  no  further 
demand  of  money  could  be  reasonably  expected ;  and  they 
said  it  was  the  more  extraordinary,  because  it  appeared  in 
the  former  session,  from  the  examination  of  the  accounts 
then  before  the  house,  that  the  revenues  of  the  civil  Ibt 
produced  yearly  a  much  greater  sum  than  that  for  which 
they  were  given.  Mr.  Pulteney  moved  tliat  the  accounts 
and  papers  should  be  referred  to  the  examination  of  a 
Select  conimittee,  properly  empowered  to  investigate  the 
truth.  The  ministers  opposed  this  motion ;  and  the  ques- 
tion  being  put.  It  passed  in  the  negative*  The  majoriqf 
voted  the  sum  demanded;  and  in  a  bill  for  setding  the 
price^  of  imported  com,  they  inserted  the  resolution  for 
granting  to  his  majesty  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifteen 
thousand  pounds,  on  account  of  arrears  due  on  the  civil 
list  revenues* 

§  XIV.  The  house  of  lords  having  prepared  a  bill  for 
ihp  more  effectual  punishment  of  forgery,  which  was  passed 
into  a  law,  and  ordered  the  judges  to  bring  in  another  on 
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die  report  of  a  coitimittee  appointed  to  consider  the  case 
of  imprisoned  debtors,  at  length  deliberated  upon  the  state 
of  the  nation,  particularly  the  positive  demands  made  by 
the  court  of  Spain  for  the  restitution  of  Gibraltar,  ground* 
ed  io  a  letter  written  by  the  late  king  to  his  catholic  ma* 
jesty.  From  a  copy  of  the  letter  laid  before  the  house,  it 
plainly  appeared  that  king  George  I.  had  cohsented  to  this 
restitution.  A  motion  being  made  for  a  resolution,  im- 
porting, that  for  the  honour  of  his  majesty,  and  the  pre- 
servation and  security  of  the  trade  and  commerce  of  the 
kingdom,  effectual  care  should  be  taken  in  the  present 
treaty  that  the  king  of  Spain  should  renounce  all  claim 
imd  pretensioa  to  Gibraltar  and  Minorca,  in  plain  and^ 
strong  terms:  a  debate  ensued,  and  the  question  being 
put,  passed  in  the  negative,  though  not  without  a  protest; 
Then  the  majority  resolved,  that  the  house  did  entirely 
rely  upon  his  majesty,  that  he  would,  for  maintaining  the 
honour  and  securing  the  trade  of  this  kingdom,  take  efFec- 
tual  care  in  the  present  treaty  to  preserve  his  undoubted 
right  to  Gibraltar  and  Minorca.  When  the  house  examin- 
ed the  papers  relating  to  the  Spanish  depredations,  many 
severe  reflections  were  uttered  against  the  conduct  of  the 
ministr)' ;  and  the  motion  was  made«  to  resolve  that 
Hosier's  expedition  was  an  unreasonable  burden  on  the 
nation :  but  this  too  was  rejected,  and  occasioned  another 
protest.  Nor  did  the  clause  in  the  com  bill,  for  granting 
one  hundred  and  fifteen  thousand  pounds  to  his  majesty, 
pass  through  the  house  of  peers  without  warm  opposition. 
Divers  lords  alleged,  that,  instead  of  a  deficiency  in  the 
civil  list  revenues,  there  was  a  considerable  surplus :  that 
this  was  a  new  grant,  and  a  new  burden  on  the  people : 
that  the  nation  was  loaded,  not  to  complete,  but  to  aug- 
ment the  sum  designed  for  the  civil  list;  and  this  at  a  time 
when  the  public  debts  were  encreased ;  when  the  taxes  were 
heavily  felt  in  all  parts  of  the  country ;  when  the  foreign 
trade  of  Britain,  was  incumbered  and  diminished:  when 
her  manufactures  were  decayed,  her  poor  multiplied,  and 
she  was  surrounded  by  many  other  national  calamities. 
They  observed,  that  if  the  produce  of  the  civil  list  revenue 
should  not  amount  to  the  yearly  sum  of  eight  hundred 
thotisand  pounds,  the  deficiency  must  be  made  good  to  his 
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BMtiesiy  by  .the  public;  .wiieraas  qq  pnwiiion  ww  siade,  b|r 
which)  if  .the  pradvHce  of  these  rcvwiMt  AhouM  eaEOOcd  that; 
sum,  file  smrpluft  could  iM^crue  lo  the  bcoe&t  of  Ae  public; 
that,  by  thia  precedentt  jQOt  only  roal  4e6cieDcieB  were  to 
be  made  good,  but  nko  aappUea  were  to  he  ^veti  for 
nrrears  ataodiog  out  at  the  end  of  the  year,  vrhtch  should 
come  fin  before  the  ^uppliea  coidd  .he  granlied,  though  ihe 
supply  gireo  to  make  good  arrears  ka  one  year  vould  cctt 
taioly  ioQiease  the  «ui|»lu8agea  in  another :  that  the  k^^* 
aues  of  the  civil  liat  v«re  variable  in  dieir  own  aatune  a. 
and  even  when  ttose  la  a  deficiency  in  the  praduce,  diert 
might  be  arrears  in  lihe  receipt:  theee  might  he  easily 
increased  by  the  management  of  designing  miniaieas,  1^ 
private  dirjeclJOQe  to  rece»Tei9»  and  by  artful  methods  of 
atating  accounU*  All  these  ai^pumenta,  and  other  objec* 
tion9  .equally  Mong  and  plauatUe,  agamat  this  unounscioo' 
able  apd  uoparUamentary  motion,  ^cjnrcd  only  to  evince 
the  triumph  of  the  ministry  over  ahame  and  aentimentt 
th/eir  coMempjt  of  public  spMit*  and  their  defianee  of  the 
national  reproach*'^ 

$  XV*  Tkp  king  had,  on  the  fiwen^-four^  day  of 
IVfarpb,*  pveu  the  roy4  a^aent  to  five  bills  i  and  on  die 
fourteenth  dity  pf  ^ayi  idie  aama  sanction  waa  given  to  thirty 
pHiher  bills,  iocludilng  an  m^U  enahling  the  quoea  to  he  regent 
in  the  kingdom  dw9g  h^  majesty's  absence,  without  taking 
the  oaths ;  and  a^othicr  for  the  relief  of  iosolvAnt  debeors. 
At  tb^  sam^  lime  two-^ivi*thirty  private  Ulls  were  passed : 
then  tb^  king  express/^d  his  appa-qbation  of  the  parliament^ 
signified  his  intention  tp  visit  his  Genn|»n  dominions,  and 
prd^red  thp  chancellor  tp  pro«ogu#  bodx  houses*  His  ma- 
jesty having  appointed  the  queea  regent  of  the  realm  set  out 
for  Hanover*  on  the  seventeenth  day  of  May,  in  order  m 
remove  a  p^tty  ipiswd^rstanding  which  had  happened 
betiyeen  that  elector^e  and  the  court  of  Berlin.  Some 
Hanoverian  subjects  had  been  pressed  or  decoyed  into  the 
service  of  Prussia ;  and  the  regents  of  Hanover  had  seized 
certain  Prussian  officers,  by  way  of  reprisaL  The  whole 
united  kingdom  of  Qre^t  Britain  at  tUs  juncture  enjoyed 

d  Tke  pcer9  ibtt  dMpgDbhtd  thcmirlTes  in  tho  onpodUoo  were  BM«(bit, 
Staflrord,  Crtiren,  Foley,  Litchfield.  Scandale,  Gover,  Moun^,  Plrm^uth,  Ua- 
thunrt,  Northunpton,  Cofetktry,  Oxford,  and  MbrUiner,  Wmoughftv  do  Broke, 
Bovle,  and  Wtrnngl9i|.  *  As.  |7*ia. 
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uMOtemipited  repose  i  Md  commerce  contiBued  to  increase, 
m  spite,  of  rU  reMrktioD  and  discouragement.  The  people 
of  Ireland  found  tibemselves  happy  under  the  government  of 
lord  Carteret ;  and  their  parliameBt,  assemHiiig  in  the  month 
of  September,  appn^ed  diemselves  the  fathers  of  their 
country*  They  established  fimds  for  the  charge  of  their 
national  debt,  and  for  maintaining  the  expense  of  govern- 
ment :  they  enacted  wholesome  laws  for  the  encouragement 
of  manuEsetuies,  trsde,  and  agriculture :  and  they  formed  wise 
regulatioos  in  ^ffsrent  branches  of  civil  economy.  Some 
time  after  tUa  sesstoUf  which  waa  conducted  with  so  much 
harmony  and  patriotism^  lord  Carteret  returned  to  England ; 
and  waa  succeeded  by  the  duke  of  Dorset  in  the  government 
of  that  kingdom*  In  the  month  of  May,  Charles  lord 
Townshend  resigned  the  seals,  which  were  given  to  colonel 
Stanhope,  now  created  earl  of  Harrington ;  so  that  sir  R.  W. 
now  reigned  without  a  rival,  James  earl  of  Waldegrave 
WW  appointed  ambassador  to  the  court  of  France,  which, 
about  that  tinM,  was  filled  with  joy  by  the  birth  of  a 
Dauphin* 

$  XVI*  In  the  month  of  September,  Victor  Amadeus, 
ktfig  of  Sardinia,  resigned  his  crown  to  his  son  Charles 
Pmanuel,  prince  of  Piedmont*  The  father  reserved  to 
himself  a  revenue  of  one  hundred  thousand  pistoles  per 
annum,  retired  to  the  castle  of  Chamberry,  and  espoused 
the  countess  dowager  of  St*  Sebastian,  who  declined  the 
title  of  queen,  but  assumed  that  of  marchioness  of  Som* 
crive*  Though  the  congress  at  Soissons  proved  abortive, 
confcrences  were  begun  at  Seville,  between  the  plenipoten'^ 
tiaries  of  England,  France,  and  Spain ;  and  a  treaty  was 
concluded  on  the  ninth  day  of  November,  not  only  without 
the  concurrence  of  the  emperor,  but  even  contrary  to  his 
rigM*  ^  estaUished  by  the  quadruple  alliance.  On  this 
sulject  he  communicated  an  imperial  commissorial  decree 
to  die  states  of  the  empire  assembled  in  the  diet  at  Ratisbon, 
wUch  was  answered  by  the  French  minister  de  Chavigny. 
In  October,  Peter  II.  czar  of  Muscovy,  and  grandson  of 
Peter  I.  died  in  the  fifteenth  year  of  his  age,  at  Moscow, 
and  was  succeeded  on  the  Russian  throne  by  the  princesa 
Anne  Ivanowna,  second  dau^ter  of  John  Alexowitz,  elder 
brodier  of  the  first  Peter,  and  widower  of  Frederick  Wil* 
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liam  duVe  of  Courland.  The  fonowing  month  watf  render- 
ed remarkable  by  the  death  of  pope  Benedict  XIII.  in  vhose 
room  cardinal  Laurence  Corsini  was  raised 'to  the  pontifi- 
cate, and  assumed-  the  name  of  Clement  XII. 

$  XVII.  llie  British  parliament  s^sembling  on  the 
thirteenth  day  of  January,  the  king  gavie  them  to  under- 
stand, that  the  peace  of  Europe  wasiiow  established  by  the 
treaty  of  Seville,  built  upon  the  foundation  of  former  treades, 
and  tending  to  render  more  effectual  what  the  contracting 
powers  in  the  quadruple  alliance  were  before  engaged  to  see 
performed.  He  assured  them,  that  all  former  conventionB 
made  with  Spain  in  favour  of  the  British  trade  and  naviga- 
tion were  renewed  and  confirmed :  that  the  free,  uninterrupt- 
ed exercise  of  their  commerce  was  restored :  that  the  court 
of  Spain  had  agreed  to  an  ample  restitution  and  reparation 
for  unlawful  seizure  and  depredations :  that  all  rights,  privi* 
leges,  and  possessions,  belonging  to  him  and  his  allies,  were 
solemnly  reestablished,  confirmed,  and  guaranteed ;  and  that 
not  one  concession  was  made  to  the  prejudice  of  his  sub- 
jects. He  told  them  he  had  given  orders  for  reducing  a 
great  number  of  his  land  forces,  and  for  laying  up  great 
part  of  the  fleet :  and  observed  that  there  would  be  a  con- 
siderable saving  in  the  expense  of  the  current  year.  After 
both  houses  had  presented  their  addresses  of  thanks  and 
congratulation  to  the  king  on  the  peace  of  Seville,  the  lords 
took  that  treaty*  into  consideration,  and  it  did  not  pass 
inquiry  without  severe  animadversion. 

$  XVIIL  The  lords  in  the  opposition  excepted  to  the 
article  by  which  the  merchants  of-Great  Britain  were  oblig- 
ed to  make  proof  of  their  losses  at  the*  court  of  Spain. 
They  said  this  stipulation  was  a  hardship  upon  British 
subjects,  and  dishonourable  to  the  nation :  that  few  would 
care  to  undertake  such  a  troublesome  and  expensive  jour- 
ney, especially  as  they  had  reason  to  apprehend  their  claims 
would  be  counterbalanced  by  the  Spaniards ;  and,  after  all, 
they  would  have  no  more  than  the  slender  comfort  of  hoping 
to  obtain  that  redress  by  commissaries  which  they  had  not 
been  able  to  procure  by  plenipotentiaries.  They  thought 
it  very  extraordinarj'-,  that  Great  Britain  should  be  bound  to 
ratify  and  guarantee  whatever  agreement  should  be  made 
between  the  king  of  Spain  and  the  dtike  of  PariAa  and  Tus- 
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oany,  concerning  the   garrisons  once  established   in  their 
countries;  that  the  English  shoald  be  obliged  to  assist  in 
efiectuating  the  introduction  of  six  thousand  Spanish  troops 
into  the  towns  of  Tuscany  and  Parma  without  any  specifi* 
cation  of  the  methods  to  be  taken,  or  the  charge  to  be' 
i^car^d  in  giving  that  assistance;  that  they  should  guar- 
antee for  ever,  not  only  to  Don  Carlos,  but  even  all  his 
successors,  the 'possession  of  the  estates  of  Tuscany  and 
Parma ;  a  stipulation  which  in  all  probability  would  involve 
Great  Britain  in  endless  quarrels  and  disputes,  about  a 
country  with  which  they- had  no  concern.     They  affirmed. 
that  the  treaty  of  Seville,  instead  of  confirming  other  trea- 
ties^ was'  contradictory  to  the  quadruple  alliance,  particu- 
larly in  the    article   of  introducing   Spanish    troops    into 
Tuscany  and  Parma,  in  the  room  of  neutral  forces  stipulated 
by  the  former  alliance ;  and  agreeing  that  they  should  there 
remain  until  Don  Carlos  and  his  successors  should  be  secure 
and  exempt  from  all  events*     They  complained  that  these 
alterations,  from  the  tenor  of  the  quadruple  alliance,. were 
made  without  the  concurrence  of  the  emperor,  and  even 
without  inviting  him  to  accede ,  an  affront  which  might  ali-^ 
enate  of  his  friendship  from  England,  and  hazard  the  loss 
of  such  an  ancient,  powerful,  and  faith/ul  ally :  they  declared 
tliat  throughout  the  whole  treaty  there  seemed  to  be  an  art- 
ful omission  of  any  express  stipulation,   to  secure  great 
Britain  in  her  right  to  Gibraltar  and  Minorca.      Such  was 
the  substance  of  the  objections  made  to  the  peace :  then  lord 
Bathurst  moved  for  a  resolution,  that  the  agreement  on  the 
treaty  of  Seville,  to  secure  the  succession  of  Don  Carlos  to 
the  dutchies  of  Tuscany,  Parma,  and  Placentia,  with  Spanish 
troops,  was  a  manifest  violation  of  the  fifth  article  of  the 
quadruple  alliance,  tending  to  involve  the  nation  in  a  dan<» 
gerous  and  expensive  war,  and  to  destroy  the  balance  of 
power  in  Europe.     The  question  was  put,  and  the  motion 
rejected.     Such  too  was  the  fate  of  two  other  motions,  to 
resolve  that  Great  Britain's  right  of  sovereignty,  dominion^ 
possession,  and  claim  to  Gibraltar  and  Minorca,  were  not 
ascertained  by  the  treaty  of  Seville :  and  that  the  stipula- 
tions in  that  treaty  for  repairing  the  losses  of  die  ^British 
merchants  were  insufficient  and  precarious.     The  majority, 
far  from  stigmatising  this  transaction,  resolved,  that  the 
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tresKty  iiid  conuin  all  necessary  stipulations  for  maintaiiung 
and  securing  the  honour^  dignity,  rij^ts^  and  possesstonB  oC 
the  crown :  that  all  due  care  was  taken  therein  for  the  suppott 
of  the  trade  of  the  kingdom^  and  for  repairing  the  losies 
sustained  by  the  British  merchants.  On  these  resolutions 
an  address  of  approbaticxi  was  founded :  but,  when  a  mo- 
tton  was  made  for  an  address  to  his  majsaty^  that  be  would 
order  to  be  laid  before  the  house  a  Ust  of  all  pensions  pay- 
able to  the  crown,  it  was  immedtately  resolved  in  the  utgA* 
live*  Divers  contests  of  the  same  kind  arose  upon  the 
mutiny  bill,  the  pension  bill,  and  the  mdinleiHmce  of  the 
twelve  thousand  Hessians ;  but  the  ministry  bore  down  all 
opposition,  though  their  triumphs  were  clogged  with  vigor- 
ous protests  which  did  not  fail  to  make  impression  upon 
the  body  of  the  people.       , 

$  XIX.  Nor  was  the  success  of  the  court  interest  m 
the  house  of  commons  altogether  pure,  and  firee  from 
exception  and  dispute.  When  the  charge  of  the  land 
forces  fell  under  the  consideration  of  the  commons^  aad 
Mr.  Henry  Pelham,  secretary,  at  war,  moved  that  the 
number  of  effective  men  for  the  land  service  6f  the  ensuiag 
year  should  be  fixed  at  seventeen  thousand  seve»  hundred 
and  nine,  Mr.  Pulteney  insisted  upon  its  being  reduced  to 
twelve  thousand.      Mr.  Shippen  affirmed,  that  Mr.  Pel-  j 

ham's  motion  was  a  flat  negative  to  the  address  ibr  whidi 
be  voted  on  the  first  day  of  the  session,  as  it  plaidf 
implied  a  distrust  of  the  validity  of  the  kte  treaty,  which 
he  then  assured  the  house  would  immediately  pvoduce  aB 
the  blessings  of  an  absolute  peace,  and  deliver  the  kingdofls 
from  the  apprehensions  and  inconvenieacies  of  a  war*  Ht 
said  the  motion  tended  direcdy  towards  the  establishment 
of  an  army  in  Great  Britain,  which  he  hoped  would  nevei  | 

be  so  far  Germanized,  as  tamely  to  submit  to  a  militaiy  j 

government.  He  observed  that  the  nation  coitfd  bave  as 
CK:casion  for  all  the  troops  thM  were  demanded,  ceosidtr- 
ing  the  glorious  scene  of  affairs  wluch  was  now  opened  to 
all  Europe.  '^  They  are  not  necessary  (said  he)  to  awe 
^  Spain  into  a  firm  adherence  ta  its  avm  treaty;  they  ase 
**  not  necessary  to  force  the  emperor  inta  an*  imnaediate 
"  accession ;  nor  are  they  in  any  %&ci  necessary  for  the 
^^  safety  of  hid  majesty's  person  and  government.     Foite 
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^  and  violence  i|re  tbe  resort  of  usurpers  and  tyrants  only  1 
^^  because  they  are,  with  good  reason,  distrustful  of  the 
^  people  whom  they  oppress ;  and  because  they  have  no 
^*  other  security  for  the  continuance  of  their  unlawful  and 
^  annatural  dominion,  than  what  depends  entirely  on  the 
^  strength  of  their  armies."  The  motion,  however,  was 
carried  in  the  aflSrmative. 

$  XX.  Another  warm  debate  was  excited  by  a  biU 
which  the  courtiers  brought  in,  to  prevent  any  subjects  of 
Great  Britain  from  advancing  sums  of  money  to  foreign 
princes  or  states,  without  having  obtained  license  from  his 
majesty,  under  his  privy  seal,  or  some   great  authority. 
The  minister  pretended  that  this  law  was  proposed  to  dis- 
able  the  emperor,  who  wanted  to  borrow  a  great  sum  of  the 
£ngUsh  merchahts,  from  raising  and  maintaining  troops  to 
disturb  the  tranquillity  of  Europe.     The  bill  contained  $. 
clanse,  empowering  the  king  to  prohibit  by  proclamation  all 
such  loans  of  money,  jewels  or  bullion :  the  attorney  genenU 
was  empowered  to  compel,  by  English  bill,  in  the  court  of 
exchequer,  the  effectual  discovery,  on  oath,  of  any  such 
loans ;  and  it  was  enacted,  that  in  default  of  an  answer  to 
any  such  bill  the  court  should  decree  a  limited  sum  against 
die  person  refusing  to  answer.     Mr.  Daniel  Pulteney,  a 
gentleman  of  uncommon  talents  and  ability,  and  particulariy 
aeqaainted  with  every  branch  of  commerce,  argued  strenu- 
ously against  this  t)ill,  as  a  restraint  upon  trade  that  would 
tender  Holland  the  market  of  Europe,  and  the  mart  of 
money  to  the  nations  of  the  continent.    He  said  that  by  this 
general   prohibition,    extending  to   all  princes,  states,  or 
potentates,  the  English  were  totally  disabled  from  assisting 
their  best  allies :  that  among  others  the  king  of  Portugal 
frequently  borrowed  money  of  the  English  merchants  resU 
ding  within  his  dominions ;  that  while  the  licensing  power 
remained  in  the  crown,  the  licenses  would  be  issued  through 
the  hands  of  the  minister,  who  by  this  new  trade  might  gain 
twenty,  thirty,  or  forty  thousand  a  year :  that  the  bill  would 
render   the   exchequer  a  court  of  inquisition:   and   that 
whilst  it  restrained  our  merchants  from  assisting  the  princes 
and  powers  of  Europe,  it  permitted  our  stockjobbers  to 
trade  in  their  funds  without  interruption.    Other  arguments 
itS-  equal  weight  were  enforced  by  Mr.  Barnard,  a  merchant 
Vol.  II.  X  ji 
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of  Lbftdon,  l^lw  pofcctlgr  understood  Mtitin  MtAhnhdM^ 
«poke  irirtfh  jadgtnent  muA  preci»iMi|  and  upon  all  ooctsiOQ^ 
steadily  adhered  to  the  Intfcrett  md  libeities  of  his  couoliy. 
After  having  explaiaied  Us  reasoas^  he  declared  he  should 
«ever  consent  to  a  biil  whidh  he  deeaa^Mi  a  ^lolatkm  of  our 
fcudameotal  lanrs,  a  breach  of  our  dearest  libentea,  and  a 
very  terrible  hardship  on  mankinds  Sir  WiUiam  Wyndham 
4istitigui6hed  hiois^  on  the  tame  sMe  of  ^e  queadon:  the 
trill  was  vindicated  by  sir  iRobert  Walpofe,  Mr.  Pall>am,aiid 
«ir  PhAKp  Yorke^  attorney  general ;  and  being  supporand  by 
nhe  whole  weijght  of  aakuaterial  mflucnee,  not  only  passed 
<diroogh  the  house,  but  vas  afterwards  enacted  into  a  lawb 
f  XKh  The  anbsadies'wKre  continued  to  the  landgtaitt 
<it  H«;see  Casael  and  the  duke  of  Brunswick  Wolfenbuttel, 
in  ispite  of  all  that  coUld  be  urged  against  these  extraneoui 
^ocombrances ;  and  the  aupply  for  the  ensuing  year  was 
^granted  according  to  the  eatmates  which  the  vtkiiatiy 
tbought  proper  to  produce,  amounting  to  about  two  miUioas 
Hwo  hundred  and  eighty  thousand  pounds.  It  muBt  be 
<ownedj  however,  for  the  credit  of  this  session,  that  the 
house  appropriated  otoe  (raiUioD  of  the  surplussca  amiag 
ftiom  the  sinking  fund  towards  the  discharge  of  the  natvonal 
idebt;  and  'by  anotfier  act  extinguished  the  duties  upon  saU^ 
hy  which  expedient  the  subject  was  eased  of  a  hecvvy  bur^ 
tien,  not  only  in  being  freed- from  the  duty,  but  4ao  fran  a 
Considerable  charge  of  salaries  given  to  a  great  number  of 
officers  employed  to  collect  Ais  ifaposition*  They  likewise 
encouraged  tha  colony  of  Carolina  with  a»  act,  allowiog 
the  planters  and  traders  of  that  province  to  esport  vicf 
idireotly  to  any  part  of  Europe  southward  of  cape  Fiaistenr-f 
and  they  permitted  salt  from  Europe  to  be  imported  into 
iite  colony  of  New  York.  The  term  of  the  esclusive  trade 
granted  by  act  of  parliament  to  d)e  £ast  India  companf 
drawing  towards  a  period,  many  considerable  merchanM 
and  others  made  applicauon  for  being  incorporaited  and 
treated  with  the  privilege  of  trading  K>  those  countries,  pro* 
posing  to  lay  that  branch  of  trade  open  to  all  the  subjects 
of  Great  Britain,  on  certain  condiuoas.  In  consideration 
of  an  act  of  parliament  for  this  purpose,  they  offered  W 
advance  three  miiUons  two  hundred  thousand  pounds,  for 
ndoeming  the  fund  and  trade  of  tbe.piieaeia  fia^t  India 
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cwp.tnyn  TUa-  prQ|iMBi  wm  rejected:  md  the  exduMvci 
privilege  vested  in  the  cmofaaxy  was,  by  act  of  parUftment^ 
pioiraciod  to.  tbe  year  ope  tboasand  seven  hundred  and 
«sty-0iz,.U]xin  the  firfbwiag  Aonditiona :  That  they  should 
pajr  into  the  exefaeqiier  tfae  sua  of  two  hnndred  thousand 
poinds  towards  the  supplies  of  the  year,  witboHt  interesib 
dp  addition  lothesr  aqntid  stock :  that  die  annuity  or  yearly 
fuffd  of  one  hundred  md  sixty  diousand  pounds,  payable  to 
thcM  froA  tbe  pubtte,  ahonU  b^  reduced  to  one  hundred 
and  twenty^eig^  thousand ;  that  alier  the  year  one  thouaAnd 
nesten  hundred  and*  aixty^six,  dieur  right  to  the  exclusive 
arade.  should  be  liable  to  be  taken  away  by  parliamentt 
on  xhise  years'  notiocy  and  repayment  of  their  capstaL 

^  XXIL  On  the  ifteenth  day  of  May*  the  king  went  to 
iMm  hottsa^of  peers,  and  dosed  the  session.  In  his  speech 
ks  coBpressed  bis  jof^  th9t  notwithstanding  all  the  clamoura 
wUtia  wsne  raised,  the  pasliMneat  had  approved  of  those 
wattew  whirii;  fril  wader  their  consideration ;  a  circumstance 
vfaidi  ho  said,  coidd  not  £ul  to  inspire  a|l  mankind,  with  af 
jait  detestation  of  those  incendiaries,  who,  by  scandalous 
libeUy  laboured  to  alienate  die  affections  of  hia  people ;  ta 
ill  their  minds  with  groundless  jealousies  anvd  unjust  com- 
plmnas,  in  dishonour  of  him  and  his  government,  and  in 
defiance  of  the  sense  of  both  houses  of  parliament.'  The 
omperop  waa  so  much  incensed  at  the  insnlt  oifeced  him  in 
lbs  treaty  of  Seville,  with  respect  to  th/s  garrisons  of 
XoBCMny  and  Farma,  that  he  prohibited  the  subjects  ol 
Gsieat  Britain  from  trading  in  his  dominions :  he  began  to 
make  preparattona  for  war,  and  actually  deuched  bodies  of 
tiwopeto  Italy,  with  such  despatch  as  had  been  very  seldom 
eanrted  by  the  house  of  Austria.  Yet  the  ardde  of  which^ 
lio  complained  was  not  so  much  a  real  injury  as  aA  affroitt 
put  iipoa  the  head  of  Am  empiee ;  for  the  eventual  sue- 
«essi0tt  to  those  imlian  dutohies  had  been  secured  to  the 
infant,  Don  Carlos,  by  the  quadruple  alliance ;  and  all  thai 

«  An.  t79».  •« Iirtfit  Mune  of  thitiMnOB  the  •ommoii»i««ed  a  Mil  for 

mMof^non^ectOMth^  Uvaio  htsiu^  f(W  diaabliog  persons  frcun  beio^  ohoaen 
tncmben  of  parliament  wlio  enjoyed  any  pension  during  pleasure,  or  for  anj 
aniitat  of  jnears,  •rany  oflUes  holdeii  m  tnat  for  Usern,  by  obHs^BB  *U  P«no^P 
Len^der  to  be  choaeu  to  sierve  for  the  commons  in  parliament,  to  take  tne  oata 
herein  mentioned,  lif  all  probability  ihis  bill  wold  not  have  made  hs  way 
Ihmlgh  the  ho«se  of  aoismoos  bad  a«t  th«  miaistcr  boeu  well  assured  it  wqaU 
Itick  "tirith  the  Qpper  hoqse',  where  h  was  rejected  at  the  saeond  reading,  thaugft 
littiii  Hjbsal  flatott  gygtmUdatk 
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the  emperor  required,  viw,  that  this  prince  shoidd  xemve 
the  investiture  of  them  ,as  fiefs  of  the  empire* 

$  XXIII.  In  Great  Britain,  this  yew  was  not  dis* 
tinguished  by  any  transaction  of  great  moment.  Seven 
chiefs  of  the  Cherokee  nations  of  Indians  in  America  weir 
brought  to  England  by  sir  Alexander  Cumim  Being 
introduced  to  the  king  diey  laid  their  crown  and  regaUa  at 
bis  feet;  and  by  an  authentic  deed  acknowledged  themselves 
subjects  to  his  dominion,  in  the  name  of  all  dieir  com- 
patriots,  who  had  vested  them  with  full  powers  for  dus  pur* 
pose.  They  were  amasted  and  confounded  at  the  riches 
and  magnificence  of  the  British  court :  they  compared  the 
king  and  queen  to  the  sun  and  moon,  the  princes  to  the 
stars  of  heaven,  and  themselves  to  nothing.  They  gave 
their  assent  in  the  most  solen^n  manner  to  articles  of  friend* 
ship  and  commerce,  proposed  by  the  lords  commissionera 
for  trade  and  plantations ;  and  being  loaded  with,  presents 
,  of  necessaries,  arms,  and  ammunition,  were  pseonveyed  to 
their  own  countr}*,  which  borders  on  the  province  of  South 
Carolina.  In  the  month  of  September  a  surprising  revols- 
Uon  was  effected  at  Constantinople^  without  bloodshed  or 
confusion.  A  few  mean  janizaries  displayed  a  flag  in  the 
streets,  exclaiming  that  all  true  musselmoi  ought  to  foUov 
them,  and  assist  in  reforming  the  government.  They  soon 
increased  to  the  number  of  one  hundred  thousand,  marched 
to  the  seraglio,  and  demanded  the  grand  vizier^  die  kiaja» 
and  captain  Pacha.  These  unhappy  ministers  w&rt  imme- 
diately strangled.  Their  bodies  being  delivered  to  the 
insurgents,  were  dragged  through  the  streets;  and  after» 
wards  thrown  to  the  dogs  to  be  devoured.  Not.  contented 
with  this  sacrifice,  the  revolters  deposed  the  grand  Signor 
Achmet,  who  was  confined  to  the  same  prison  from  whence 
they  brought  his  nephew  Machmut,  and  raised  Uus  last  to 
the  throne,  after  he  bad  lived  seven-and-twemy  years  ia 
confinement. 

$  XXIV.  England  was  at  this  period  infested  with 
robbers,  assassins,  and  incendiaries,  the  natural  consequences 
of  degeneracy,  corruption,  and  the  want  of  police  in  the 
interior  government  of  the  kingdom.  This  defect,  in  a 
gr^at  measure,  arose  from  an  absurd  notion,  that  laws 
necessary  to  prevent  those  acts  of  cruekyf  violeanet  and 
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nipeuti  would  h%  mwrnp^tM^  ^di  die  liberty  cf  Bridah 
Mibjedsj  a  iiotloD  dmt  csoolouiids  all  dUtiQctions  between 
libtitjf  fmd  brafial  liceoUoiSMies^  as  if  that  freedom,  was 
detinkble,  in  the.  eojay meat  of  wbicb  people  iind  do  security 
Dsr  diair  lives  or  effects^  The  peculiar  depravity  of  the 
dmes  was  visible  even  ia  die  conduct  of  those,  who  preyed 
ugt9B  tha  commonwealth.  Thieves  and  robbers  were,  now 
become  more  desperate  and  savage  then  ever  they  had 
appeared  since  mankind  was  civilised.  In  the  exercise  of 
their  rapine,  they  wounded,  maiined,  and  even  murdered 
die  unhappy  suffecers,  through  a  wantonness  of  barbarity. 
They  eimdated  letters,  demanding  sums  of  money  from 
certain  individuals,  on  pain  of  reducing  their  houses  to 
ashes,  and  their  Sunilies  to  ruin ;  and  even  set  fire  to  the 
hooBe  of  a  rich  merchant  in .  Bristol,  who  had  refused  to 
comply  with  their  demand.  The  same  species  of  viilany 
was  practised  in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom :  so  that 
die  government  was  obliged  to  interpose,  and  oiFer  a  con- 
sidemhie  reward  for  discovering  the  ruffians  concerned  in 
such  eaeerable  designs. 

§  XXV.  In  the  speech  with  which  the  king  opened  the 
session  of  .pariiament  on  the  twenty-first  day  of  January, 
he  told  them,  that  the  present  cridcal  conjuncture  seemed 
in  a  very  particular  manner  to  deserve  their  attention :  that 
•B  die  transactions  then  depending  in  the  several  courts  of 
Europe  were  upon  the  point  of  being  determined,  the  great 
event  of  peace  or  war  might  be  very  much  affected  by  their 
first  resolutions,  which  were  expected  by  different  powers 
witli  great  impatience.  He  said,  Ihe  continuance  of  diat 
xeal  and  vigour  with  which  they  had  hitherto  supported 
him  and  his  engagements  must  at  this  time  be  of  the  greatest 
weight  and  importance  both  with  regard  to  his  allies,  and 
to  diose  who  might  be  disposed,  before  the  season  of  action, 
to  prevent,  by  an  accommodation,  the  fatal  consequences  of 
a  general  rupture.  The  former  scene  was  repeated.  Both 
houses,  in  their  addresses,  promised  to  support  his  majesty, 
in  all  his  engagements :  yet  the  members  in  the  opposition 
demonstrated  the  absurdity  of  promising  to  fulfil  engage- 
ments,  before  they  could  possibly  know  whether  or  not  they 
were  fer  the  service  of  Great  Britain.  Another  bill  was 
hrottg^t  into  the  house  of  commons,  to  prevent  pensioner? 
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from  sitting  as  metnbef^  of  paflfofliettf:  atidaftef  »Aiffd> 
reading,  carried  up  to  the  lotdb  lor  their  eottctirreiiee*  Whcii> 
the  supply  fell  under  conmderaii<Hi,  the  dtbate*  wete  te> 
newed  upon  the  subsidies  to  Aie  LandgraTe  of  UeMc  Gm*^ 
sel  and  the  duke  of  Wolfeabuttel,  which  however  were 
eontinued ;  and  every  article  Mras  granted  aeeording  to  iie 
estimates  given  in  for  the  expenseof  the  ensuing  year.  Twu* 
petitions  being  presented  to  the  oommons^  fepreeMting^  die 
delays  of  justice,  occasioned  by  the  uae  of  the  Latin  toogttfV 
in  proceedings  at  lav,  a  blU  was  brought  in  for  dMngtnigi 
this  practice,  and  enactiifg,  tkit  all  those  pfoeeaaea  atft 
|>leadings  should  be  entered  in  ^be  Rngliah  laiiigoage« 
Though  one  would  innagine  that  very  litde  coaMke  adNmn- 
ced  against  such  a  regulation,  the  biH  oiet  with  warai  off^ 
aition^  on*  pretence  that  it  would  render  useless  the  anefsm 
records  which  were  written  in  that  language,  and  imtrodact 
confusion  and  delay  of  justice,  by  altering  the  eatabtiriied 
form  and  method  of  pleading:  in  8jMt«  of  f htie  objeetioaf 
}t  passed  through  both  bouses,  and  obtained  the  royal 
assent.  A  great  number  of  merchants  from  diffGrrent  paitt 
bf  the  kingdom  having  repeated  their  complaints  of  depre* 
dations  and  cruelties  committed  by  the  Spaniards  in  the 
West  Indies,  their  petitions  were  referred  to  the  conaid«r»* 
tion  of  a  grand  committee.  Their  complains  upon  examf« 
nation  appeared  to  be  well  founded*  The  house  pveseifted 
an  address  to  the  king,  desiring  his  majesty  waoM  be  gra^ 
ciously  pleased  to  continue  bis  endeavour  to  prevent  such 
depredations  for  the  future  ;  to  procure  ifull  SHtiafactkm  fee 
rf>e  damages  already  sustained  ;  and  to  secure  u^  the  Bri- 
tish  subjects  the  full  and  uninterrupted  exercise  of  their 
trade  and  navigation  to  and  from  the  British  colonies  in 
America.  The  bill  against  pensions  produced  a  warm  dot 
bate  in  the  house  of  lords,  where  it  was  violently  opposed 
by  the  dukes  of  Newcastle  and  Argyle;  the  earl  of  Hay, 
and  I>r.  Sherlock,  bishop  of  Bangor.  This  prelate,  to  a 
remarkable  f^eech,  rcpriesetited  it  as  a  scheme  to  enlarge 
the  power  of  the  house  of  convmons,  and  to  break  the  bal* 
ance  between  the  powers  essential  to  the  constitution,  so  as^ 
,  sooner  or  later,  to  prove  the  ruin  of  the  whole.  The  great 
barrier  providing  against  bribery  and  corruption  by  diis 
•bill  consisted  in  an  oath  to  be  imposed  on  aU  membfti^  of 
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the  lower  hoase^  by  which  ihiey  niulit  have  solempiv  B^v<>m 
mil  d^wedftlMt  they  had  not  directly,  nor  indirectly,  any 
pension  during  pleasure,  or  for  imy  number  of  years,  or  an]f 
Ulioe  ill  part,  or  in  the  whole,  held  for  them,  or  for  their 
bmefit,  t^  any  persons  whatsoever ;  and  that  they  would 
net  accept  any  such  pensions  or  offices,  without  signifying 
the  same  to  the  house  widiin  fourteen  days  after  they 
should  be  received  or  accepted.  The  bill  was  vindicated 
M  just  and  necessary  by  the  earls  of  WincheUea  and  Straf« 
ford,  lord  Bathurst,  and  lord  Carteret,  who  had  by  this 
lime  joined  as  an  auxiliary  in  die  opposition.^ 

§  XXVI.  The  house  of  peers  proceeded  to  consider 
the  slate  of  the  national  debt  :*  they  read  a  bill  for  the  free, 
importation  of  wool  from  Ireland  into  England,  which  wa4 
fiercely  opposed  and  laid  aside,  contrary  to  all  the  rules  of 
sound  policy.  They  passed  the  bill  for  carrying  on  pro* 
ceedings  at  law  in  the  English  language  ;  and  a  fruitles^i 
Biotion  was  made  by  lord  Bathurst  for  an  address,  to  desire 
his  majesty  would  give  directions  for  discharging  the  Hes* 
Mn  troops  that  were  in  the  pay  of  Great  Britkin.  On  the 
seventh  day  of  May  the  parliament  was  prorogued,  after 
the  king  had  given  them  to  understand,  that  all  apprehen* 
sioos  of  war  were  now  happily  removed,  by  a  treaty  signed 
at  Vienna  between  lum  and  the  emperor.  He  said  it  was 
communicated  to  the  courts  of  France  and  Spain,  as  par* 
ties  to  the  treaty  of  Seville,  the  execution  of  which  it  prio* 
ppally  regarded  ;  and  that  it  was  likewise  submitted  to  the 
consideration  of  the  states  general.  He  observed,  that  the 
couditioas  and  engagements  into  which  he  had  entered  on 
this  occasion  were  agreeable  to  that  necessary  concern 
which  the  British  nation  must  always  have  for  the  security 
and  preservations  of  the  balance  of  power  in  Europe :  and 

h  Nothing  wn  heard  wtthiodoors  in  parlkmeot,  bat  nreaitic  rcfnirtee  nn^ 
^ioieut  declamation  between  the  two  parties,  who  did  not  confine  their  alterea- 
4ioa  Ui  thcae  debates,  but  ttiok  the  field  ■gajntt  eaeh  other  In  )»eriodieal  paper% 
and  occauooaj  pamphlet*.  The  paper  called  the  Crafbnian  had  alrendjr  risen  into 
WkH  lepiiUtJon  all  over  tin^^land,  rojf  the  wit,  hnmoar,  and  solid  reasoning  iteoa- 
taiiied.  Some  oC  the  best  writers  in  the  op|»OBition,  including  loi^  Bolingbroko 
and  .\fr  P.  made  use  of  this  vehicle  to  convey  their  animadversions  upon  the  min- 
'ptmtt  who  on  hk  side,  emptofed  the  most  wretched  teribblers  to  defend  Im  con- 
duct. It  was  in  consequence  of  two  political  pamphlets,  wHlteu  in  opiiosition  to 
eaeh  other,  by  lord  Hervey  and  Mr  P.  and  some  recrimination  ihey  produced  la 
Ihe  boose  of  aommons  that  his  loi^iship  challenged  the  Jiiiher  to  smgle  combat, 
and  had  well  nigh  lost  Lis  life  in  tho  duel,  which  was  foujjpfit  in  ilydc  Park. 

•  An.  irSl. 
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that  this  happy  turn,  duly  improved  with  a  just  regahJ  to 
former  alliances,  yielded  a  favourable  prospect  of  seeing  the 
public  tt-anquillity  reestablished. 

§  aJ^VII.  In  the  month  of  January  the  duke  of 
Parma  died,  after  having  made  a  will  in  which  he  declarad 
bis  dutchess  was  three  months  advanced  in  her  pregnancy ; 
entreating  the  allied  powers  of  Europe  to  have  compassion 
upon  his  people,  and  defer  the  execution  of  their  projects 
until  his  consort  should  be  delivered.  In  case  the  child 
should  be  still  born,  or  die  after  the  birth,  he  bequeathed 
his  dominions  and  allodial  estates  to  the  infant  Don  Carlos 
of  Spain  ;  and  appointed  five  regents  to  govern  the  dutchy. 
Notwithstanding  this  disposition,  a  body  of  Imperial  troops 
immediately  took  possession  of  Parma  and  Placentia,  under 
the  command  of  general  Stampa,  who  declared  they  should 
conduct  themselves  with  all  possible  regularity  and  mode* 
ration,  and  leave  the  administration  entirely  to  the  regents 
whom  the  duke  had  appointed.  They  publicly  proclaimed 
in  the  market  place,  that  they  took  possession  of  these 
dutchies  for  the  infant  Don  Carlos :  and  that  if  the  dutchess 
Dowager  should  not  be  delivered  of  a  prince,  the  said  infant 
might  receive  the  investiture  from  the  emperor  whenever 
he  would,  provided  he  should  come  without  an  army. 
Though  these  steps  seemed  to  threaten  an  immediate  war,  the 
kihgof  Great  Britain  and  the  states  general  interposed  their 
mediation  so  effectually  with  the  court  of  Vienna,  that  the 
emperor  desisted  from  the  prosecution  of  his  design ;  and 
on  the  sixteenth  day  of  March  concluded  at  Vienna,  a 
treaty  with  his  Britannic  majesty,  by  which  he  consented  to 
withdraw  his  troops  from  Parma  and  Placentia.  He  agreed, 
that  the  king  of  Spain  might  take  possession  of  these  places 
in  favour  of  his  son  Don  Carlos,  according  to  the  treaty  of 
Seville.  He  likewise  agreed,  that  the  Ostend  company, 
which  had  given  such  umbrage  to  the  maritime  powers, 
should  be  totally  dissolved,  on  condition  that  the  contracting 
powers,  concerned  in  the  treaty  of  Seville,  should  guaran- 
tee the  pragmatic  sanction,  or  succession  of  the  Austrian 
hereditary  dominions,  to  the  heirs  female  of  the  emperor, 
in  case  he  should  die  without  male  issue.  The  Dutch  min* 
ifiter  residing  at 'the  Imperial  court,  did  not  subscribe  this 
treaty,  because,  by  the  maxims  received  in  that  republic. 


/ 


and  ^  DiNtot^  oi^  Iw  gDv«i^i|ifU9t«  he  cqpil^  ^ot  be  ves.te4 
iltilb  Cull  pQW^Cf  191  sQftn  a^  i^  i«t^uld  hav^b^^ft  n?cc9^ary ; 
iievei$)ie\ei#  ^  su^%,  g^n^r^  W^T^  b;  «  sepftmfe  arUcIe, 
oiprvsriy  n^med  IM^  a,  p^n/cipfd.  comi^tiiu^  party. 

^  ^Vm«  Qo  thf  twe^ty-i^cond  d^y  of  July  a  oe^^ 
treaty  ifaa  ctigped  %^  Vl^na  betweea  the  emperor  ipid  the 
kingt  of  Gf e%|  Britain  and  Spain,  tending  to  confine  the 
foriAer*  In,  August  a  treaty  of  u^io^  and  d^iefenaive  allianp^ 
bfii^^psk  the  electorates  of  Saxony  an4  Qanover  was  execu- 
ted at  IXresden*  The  court  of  Sps^inexpressipg  some  doubts 
MM>th  regar4  to  the  pregnancy  pf  the  dutches^  of  faf nia,  she 
un4erwent  a  forma)  ei^amination  by  five  n^id^ives  of  differ- 
ent n^9m  ia  pceseoce  of  the  e^dec  diitchea^  4owager  seve- 
ral ladies  of  qui^i^,  three  physicians  and  ^  surgeon ;  and 
vfsm  declared  with  child :  nevertheless,  after  h^vii^g  1^ ept  all. 
l^urope  in  suspepse  for  six  months,  she  pvn^d  she  had  been 
deceived ;  and  general  Stampa,  with  the  Imperial  forces,  took 
formal  possession  of  the  dutchies  of  Parma,  and  Placentia. 
Spain  and  the  great  duke  of  Tuscaiiy  having  acceeded  to 
the  last  treaty  of  Vienna,  the  cro\^n  of  Great  Britain  enga- 
ged to  equip  an  armament  that  should  convoy  Don  Carlos, 
tp  his  new  dominions.  Accordingly,  sir  Charles  Wager 
sailed  with  a  strong  squa4ron  from  Portsmouth  on  the 
tyrenty-sixth  day  pf  August ;  and  in  September  arrived  af 
Barcelona,  where  being  joined  by  the  Spanish  fle^t  and 
iransporu,  they  sailed  together  to  Leghorn :  from  whence 
the  44min^  returned  to  England.  Qon  Carlos  passe^ 
^hrpugh  part  of  France,  and  embarking  an  Antibes  oi^ 
bMrd  of  the  Spanish  galley3,  arrived  at  Leghorn  in  De- 
^mber.  Then  the  Imperial  general  withdrew  his  forces 
i|ito  the  Milanese;  and  the  infant  took  possession  of  his 
nsw  territories. 

§  XXIX.  Quring  these  transactions  France  ijras  dis- 
tracted by  religious  disputes,  occasioned  by  the  bull  Uni- 
gpnitMS  thundered  against  the  doctrines  of  Jansenius  $  a  bill 
Urbicb  had  produced  a  schism  in  the  Gallican  church,  and 
Wi^l  nigh  involved  that  country  in  civil  war  and  confusion. 
It  was  opposed  by  the  parliaments  and  lay  tribunals  of  the 
kingdom:  but  nxuny  bishops,  and  the  Jesuits  in  general^ 
urere  its  most  strenuous  assertors.  All  the  artifices  of 
^iestcraft  were   practised   on  both  sides  to  inflame  the 
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enthusiasm^  and  mtoage  the  superstition  of  the  people. 
Pretended  miracles  were  wrought  at  the  tomb  of  Abbe 
Paris,  who  had  died  without  accepting  the  bull,  conse- 
quently was  declared  damned  by  the  abettors  of  that  con- 
stitution. On  the  other  handy.the  Jesuits  exerted  aU  their 
abilities  and  industry  in  preaching  against  the  Jansenists :  in 
establishing  an  opinion  of  their  superior  sanctity;  and  inspi- 
ring a  spirit  of  quietism  among  their  votaries,  who  were 
transported  into  the  delirium  of  possession,  illumination 
and  supernatural  converse.  These  arts  were  often  used  for 
the  most  infamous  purposes.  Female  enthusiasts  were 
^  ,  Wrought  up  to  such  a  violence  of  agitation,  that  nature 

fbinted  under  the  struggle,  and  the  pseudo  saint  seized  this 
opportunity  of  violating  the  chastity  of  his  penitent.  Such 
was  said  to  be  the  case  of  Mademoiselle  la  Cadierre,  a 
young  gentlewoman  of  Toulon,  abused,  in  this  manner  by 
the  lust  and  villany  of  Pere  Girard,  a  noted  Jesuit,  who 
underwent  a  trial  before  the  parliament  of  Aix,  and  very 
narrowly  escaped  the  stake. 

§  XXX-  The  parliament  of  Great  Britain  meeting  on 
the  thirteenth  day  of  January,  the  king  in  his  speech  decla- 
red, that  the  general  tranquillity  of  Europe  was  restored  and 
established  by  the  last  treaty  of  Vienna :  and  Don  Carlos  was 
actually  possessed  of  Parma  and  Placentia :  that  six  thousand 
Spaniards  were  quietly  admitted  and  quartered  in  the  dutchy 
of  Tuscany,  to  secure,  by  the  express  consent  and  agreement 
of  the  great  duke,  the  reversion  of  his  dominions ;  and  that 
a  family  convention  was  made  between  the  courts  of  Spain 
and  'PUscany,  for  preserving  mutual  peace  and  friendship 
in  th^b  two  houses.  He  told  the  commons,  that  the  estimates 
for  the  service  of  the  current  year  would  be  considerably 
less  than,  those  of  former  years.  He  recominended  unan- 
imity :  he  obser\^d  that  his  government  had  no  security  but 
what  was*  equally  conducive  to  their  happiness,  and  to  the 
protection  of  his  people  ;  that  their  prosperity  "had  no  foun- 
dation but  in  the  defence  and  suppoit  of  his  government. 
"  Our  safety  (said  he)  is  mutual,  and  ©ur  interests  are 
inseparable."  This  opposition  to  the  court  measures  ap- 
pears to  have  been  uncommonly  spirited  during  the  course 
of  this  session.  The  minister's  motions  were  Attacked  with 
all  the  artilKf)"  of  elocution.  His  principal  emissaries  were 
obliged  to  task  their  faculties  to  t)ieir  full  exertip»,  topuz- 


^  tmd  perpkx  where  they  cai$l4  not  demoQ^pt|te  tfid  con- 
riacc^  to  misrepresent  what  they  c9iild.MC*vlndica(e,  an4. 
to  elude  the  arguments  which  they  eould  not  rf  fute.  I.n  the 
house  of  coQiRions  lord'Hanlley,  lately  appointed  vicecham- 
berlain  of  his  majesty^s  household,  .made  a  motion  for  an 
address  of  thanks,  in  whieh  dify  should  deijlare  their  Entire ' 
approbation  of  the  king's  condiift^  ackiKiwledg^  the  blessings 
they  eaj<^ed  under  bis  government,  express  their  confidence 
in  the  wisdom  of  Jhi$  counsels  t,a%(l  declare  thejr  readiness 
to  grant  the  necessai^^^iupplies.  '  This  member,  son  to  the 
carl  of  Bristol,  was  a  nobleman  of  some  parts,  which>  how-  . 
«ver,  were  more  specious  than  solid.  .He  condescended  to 
act  as  a  «ubalteri^tQ  jbe  ministcrt  and  approved  himself 
ektremely  astive  in  ilucwarding  all  his  designs,  whether  as 
a  secret  emissary*  or  public  orator ;  in  which  last  capacity 
he  appears  to  have  been  pert,  frivolous^  and  frothy.  His 
motion  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Clutterbuck,  and  opposed  by 
air  Wilfred  Lawson,  Mr.  Shippen,  Mr.  W.  Pulteney^  ^r 
.William  Wyndb/un,  and  Mr.  Oglethorpe.  They  did  not 
argHe  ^punst  a' general  address  of  thanks;  but.^xposed  the 
absurdity  and  bad  tendency  of  expressions  whiclrimplied  a 
blt'iid  approbation  of  sdl.the  measures  of  the  ministry.  Sir 
Wilfred  Lawson  observed,  that  notwithstanding  the  great 
things  we  had  doner  for  the  crown  of  Spain,  and  the  fa!voilrs 
»we  had  procured  foe  the  royal  family  of  that  kingdom,  little 
or  no  satisfaction  had  as  yet  been  received  for  the  injuries 
our  merchants  had  sustained  from  that  nation.  Mr.  Pulteney 
took  notice,  that  the  nation,  by  becoming  guarantee  to  the 
pragasatic  sanction,  laid  itself  under  an  obligation  to  assist 
the  Austrian  family  when  attacked  by  any  potentate  whs^« 
ever,  except  the  grand  signior  »  that  they  might  be  attacked 
when  it  would  be  much^  against  the  interest  of  the  kingdom 
to  engage  itself  in  a  war  upon  any  foreign  ^jccount:  that  it 
might  one  day  be  for  the  interest  of  the  nation  to  joTn 
figainstthem,  in  order  to  preserve  the  balance  of  Europe, 
the  esubljshing  of  which  had  already  cost  England  ^uch 
immense  sums  of  money.  He  insisted  upon  the  absiydiiy 
of  concluding  such  a  number  of  inconsistent  trea^aa  ;  aad 
concluded  with  saying,  that  if  affairs  abroad  were  now 
happily  established,  the  ministry  which  conducted  them 
might  be  caii^ced  to  a  pilot,  who^  thqugh  there  was  a 
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dear,  «afe^  and  stratgjht  (AmiMBl  into  p«A^  ytt  took  it  in^lik 
head  to  cany  thfe  iship  a  great  way  about,  dirovgk  aaiids^  roobi, 
and  ^Bfaallows;  who,  after  havfbg  lost  a  grettt  nuttiberof  set- 
men,  destroyed  a  gteat  deal  of  tatide  and  riggiiig,«aidsQfa§eat- 
ed  the  owners  io  an  ehonnous  e^ense,  at  iMt^by  ^hattce  iiits 
the  port,  and  triumphs  ^n^is  good  conduol.  Sir  Wifliain 
Wytidham  spoke  to  thfe^Mttie  purpose.  Mr.  Ogtcthoipfc, 
/agendeinan  of  unbletntshed  charactel^  brirve,  genet^MAs,  alid 
humane,  affirmed  diat  iftimy''odfer  things  related  1»ore  mtBsfy 
to  the  honour  and  mterest  -of  the  mtioR  th«n  did  ftie<guar- 
amee  of  the  pragmaric  ssinctkm.  He  said  he  Wishttd  to  liave 
heard  that  the  new'works  at  Dunfkirk  iiad  bean  entirety  raaed 
and  desttioyed :  thktthe  nation  had  rec^ivtfd  Mralid«:oiii{d«te 
satisfaction  for  the  depredations  eonamitted  bythe^naihMaof 
8pain :  that  more  taHe  was  taken  in  discipliniiig  the  ndiiltt*,  #q 
whose  vftlour  lihe  teticta  must  chiefly  ddpend  4n  «ikm  of  ttn 
invast<)n ;  and  that  some  regard  had  been  Amfiik  <o  the  wp- 
pressed  prctestants  im  Oer^auy.  He  expressckl  Mb  ^ati^ac- 
tion  to  find  that  the  English  were  not  so  closely  liiriKi^  to 
France  as^  formerly ;  for  he  had  )^neraUy  obsen^ed,  that 
When  two  dogs  were  hi  ^a  leafth  toge^er,  nhe  <slrdii|ger  gen- 
'erally  nin  away  With  the  weaker;  and  chk  he  W9»  aimid 
had  been  the  case  t>etween  France  and  <;reat  Bi^itiin.  The 
motion  was  vigorously  defended  'by  Mr.  Pdhaiift,^pa]nMBter 
of  the  femres,  lind  brother  to  the  duke  ^f  N^ewcMAe,  a  mtfn 
whose  greatest  fault  was  his  being  con^^emed  in  idoppotting 
the  measures  of  a  corrupt  ministry.  In  €khl^r  f especis  he 
Was  liberal,  candid,  benevolent,  and  even  aitaohed  to  the 
interest  of  his  country,  though  egregionsiy  tnistakdn  in  iiis 
tiotions  of  government.  On  this  occasion  he  astftttod  that 
it  was  no  Way  inconsistent  with  the  honour  or  dignhjr  of 
that  house  to  thaink  his  majesty  in  the  most  particular 
terms  for  every  thing  he  had  been  pleased  to  0ottnttPUnic9«te 
in  his  speech  from  the  throne ;  that  no  esfA^asidna  -of 
approbation  in  the  address  could  be  «ny  way  wade  tree  of 
to  prevent  to  inquiry  into  the  measures  whith,  had  been 
ptirsued,  when  the  treaties  slifould  be  laid  before  die  hoaae. 
He  said^-at  the  opening  of  a  session  the  eyes  «f  sfB^Eurdpe 
were  turned  towards  Great  Britain,  and  fmm  Ihe  parlia- 
ment's first  resolves  all  the  neighbouring  powers  judged  <&f 
the  unanimity  that  would  cn^ue  between  his* tMajesty  and  the 


t^preseiila^ifM  «f  his  people  :  tbftt  tkeir  appearing  jerioos 
«!:  didknt  af  his  majesty's  ceadnct  would  weaken  l|is 
iafliieiice  upcMi  the  coimsek  of  ibreigii  stales  or  potenlatest 
moA  perhaps  pot  it  out  of  his  power  to  rectify  any  false 
^•tep  that  might  hare  been  made  hy  his  ministers^  His 
wgttments  were  Ymnibreed  by  a  long  speech  from  Mn  H« 
Wripok.  The  question  was  put,  the  motion  carried,  and 
the  address  presented. 

$  XXXi.  The  next  subject  of  debate  was  the  number 
"of  'land  foreeft*  When  the  supply  fell  under  conuderatron, 
>sir-Wifiiam  Stricklaiid,  secretary  at  war,  moved  that  the 
gme  ikumber  #hich  had  been  maintained  in  the  preceding 
*year  should  be  continued  in  pay*  On  the  other  hand, 
*lord  Morpeth^  having  demonstrated  the  danger  to  which 
the  liberties  of  the  nation  might  be  exposed,  by  maintain- 
4Bg  a  nnmerotts  standing  army  in  time  of  peace,  made  a 
motion  that  die  number  eh^ld  be  reduced  to  twelve  thoo- 
flMUd.  lA  wMrm  debate  ensuing,  was  managed  in  favour  of 
'the  first  motion  by  lord  ^Hervey,  sir  Robert  Walpdle^  and 
rhis  brother,  M^f.  Pelham,  and  sir  Philip  Yorke,  attorney 
^general*  This,  gentleman  was  counted  a  better  lawyer  than 
-afpblltictaaf'and  shone  more  as  an  advocate  at  the  bar  than 
^as  an  isrator  in  the  house  •of  commons*  The  last  partisan 
of  die  (ministry  was  air  William  Yonge,  one  of  the  loitds 
•odnMnimioners  t>f  the  treasury ;  a  man  who  rendered  him- 
a^lf  servteeable  and  necessary,  by  stooping  to  all  com- 
/pfiances,  "ranning  upon  every  scent,  and  harangumg  on 
tBvery  aabj^t  ^th  an  even,  uninterruptJBd,  tedious  ^w  of 
diil^deehinlation,  cdmposed  of  assertions  without  veracity, 
^eondusions  from  fake  premises,  words  without  meaning, 
'and  language  without  phipriety*  Lord  Morpeth's  motion 
Nras^etpoused  by  Mr.  Watkin  WilKams  Wynne,  agentfe'- 
man  ef  an  ancient  fiEimily  and  opulent  fortune  in  Wales, 
4mive,  open,  hospiiaUe,  and  warmly  attached  to  the  ancient 
•eonstitutlon  and  hierarchy:  be  was  supported  by  Mr.  Wal- 
»ter  Phfdier,  who  spoke  with  weight,  precision,  and  severi- 
«ty,'hy  sir  W.  Wyndham,  Mr.  Shippen,  Mr.  W.  Puiteney, 
amd  Mr.  Barnard.  The  courtiers  avgucd  that  it  was 
ineoesaary  to  maintain  such  a  number  of  land  forces  as 
might' defeat  the  designs  of  malcontents,  secure  the  interior 
-tranquillity  of  the    kingdom,    dffcnd  it  fram    estemsl 
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assaults,  overawe  its  neighbours,  and  enable  tt  to  take 
vigorous  measures  in  case  the  peaee  of  Europe  should  be 
reembroiled.  They  affirmed^  the  science  of  war  was  so 
much  altered,  and  required  so  much  attention,  that  no 
dependence  was  to  be  placed  upon  a  militia  :  that  aH 
nations  were  obliged  to  maintain  standing  armies,  for  then* 
security  against  the  encroachments  of  neighbouring  pow<^ 
ers :  that  the  number  of  troops  in  Great  Britain  was  too 
inconsiderable  to  excite  the  jealousy  of  the  people,  even 
under  an  ambitious  monarch:  that  his  -majesty  never 
entertained  the  least  thought  of  infringing  the  liberties  of 
his  subjects:  that  it  could  not- be  supposed  that  the  offi* 
cers,  among  whom  were  many  gentlemen  of  faipily  and 
fortune,  would  ever  concur  in  a  design  to  enslave  their 
country  ;  and  that  the  forces  now^  in  pay  could  not  be  pro« 
perly  deemed  a  standing  army,  inasmuch  as  they  were 
voted  and  maintained  from  year  to  year  by  the  parliament, 
which  was  the  representative  of  the*  people.  To  these 
arguments  the  members  in  the  opposition  replied,  that  a 
standing  force  in  time  of  peace  was  unconstitutional,  and 
had  been  always  thought  dangerous ;  that  a  militia  was  as 
capable  of  discipline  as  a  standing  army,  and  would  have 
more  incentives  to  courage  and  perseverance :  that  the 
civil  magistrate  was  able  to  preserve  the  peaoe  of  the  coun- 
try :  that  the  number  of  the  malcontents  was  altogether 
contemptible,  though  it  might  be  considerably  augmented  by 
maintaining  a  standing  army,  and  other  such  arbitrary 
measures :  that  other  nations  had  been  enslaved  by  stand- 
ing  armies;  and  howsoever  they  might  find  themsdves 
necessitated  to  depend  upon  a  military  force  for  security 
against  encroaching  neighbours,  the  case  was  very  different 
with  regard  to  Great  Britain,  for  the  defence  of  whieh 
nature  had  provided  in  a  peculiar  manner :  that  this  pro* 
vision  was  strengthened  and  improved  by  a  numerous  navjr, 
which  secured  her  dominion  df  the  sea ;  and,  if  properly 
disposed,  would  render  all  invasion  ittipracticaMe,  or  at 
least  ineffectual;  that  the  land  army  of  Gl^at  Britain, 
though  sufficient  to  endanger  the  liberties  of  an  unarmed 
people,  could  not  possibly  secure  such  an  extent  of  coast, 
and  therefore  could  be  of  veiy  little  Service  in  preventing 
«i  invasion :  that  though  they  had  itfl  imaginable  confidence 
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in  bis  majesty'a  regard  for  die  liberty  of  hit  sabjecte,  they 
tould  not  help  apprehending,  that  should. a  standing  army 
become  part  of  the  constitution,  another  prince  of  mov« 
dangerous  talemts,  and  more  fatal  designs,  might  arise,  and 
employ  it  for  the  worst  purposes  of  ambition  ^  that  though 
many  officers  were  gentlemen  of  honour  and  probity,  these 
might  be  easily  discarded,  and  the  army  gradually  moulded 
into  a  quite  different  temper.  By  these  means,  practised 
in  former  times,  an  army  had  been  new  modelled  to  such  a 
degree,  that  they  turned  their  swords  against  the  parlia- 
ment, for  whose  defence  they  had  been  raised,  and  destroy- 
ed the  constitution  both  in  church  and  state;  that  with 
flcspect  to  its  being  wholly  dependent  on  the  parliament, 
Ae  people  of  England  would  have  reason  to  complain  of 
the  same  hardship,  whether  a  standing  army  should  be 
declared  at  once  indispensible,  or  regularly  voted  from  year 
to  year,  according  to  the  direction  of  the  ministry ;  that 
the  sanction  of  the-  legislature,  granted  to  measures  which 
sn  themselves  are  unconstitutional,  burdensome,  odious,  and 
repugnant  to  the  genius  of  the  nation,  instead  of  yielding 
consolation,  would  serve  only  to  demonstrate,  that  the  most 
effi?ctual  method  of  forging  the  chains  of  nationsd  slavery, 
would  be  that  of  ministerial  influence  operating  upon  a 
venal  parliament.  Such  were  the  reasons  urged  against  a 
standing  Army,  of  what  number  soever  it  might  be  com* 
posed :  but  the  expediency  of  reducing  the  number  from 
about  eighteen  thousand  to  twelve  thousand,  was  insisted 
upon  as  the  natural  consequence  of  his  majesty's  declara- 
tion, by  which  they  were  given  to  understand  that  the 
peace  of  Europe  was  established ;  and  that  he  had  nothing 
so  much  at  heart  as  the  ease  and  prosperity  of  his  people. 
It  was  suggested,  that  if  eighteen  thousand  men  were  suf- 
ficient on  the  supposed  eve  of-a  general  war  in  Europe,  it 
was  surely  reasonable  to  think  that  a  less  number  would 
suffice  when  peace  was  perfectly  reestablished.  Whatevet 
tfect  these  reasons  had  upon  the  body  of  the  nation,  they 
made  no  converts  in  the  house,  where  the  majority  resolved 
that  the  sunding  army  should  be  maintained  without 
reduction.  Mr.  Plumer  complained,  that  the  country  wai 
oppressed  by  an  arbitrary  method  of  quartering  soldiers,  in 
m  undue  proportion,  upon  those  publicans  who  refused  to 
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vote  ia  dvctioDa  net ordwlr  tx>  ^  dirMl»«»  ctf  A0 
try.  Mrw  Puk^My  MMrtacU  that  the  mmmy  nHfioilbff  ihft 
attbatfi^nce  of  eigtiKMHi  tbcHMaiMi:  «m«  in  RmgliMi  wouMi 
aMtntam  swaty  thouMnd  Vrencii  op  GfnaaM,  or  the  warn 
number  of  aloiCMC;  9uy  otber  pe^k  oii  the  GentiMat»  Si» 
WiUiam  Wysdham  decUrcd,  thst  tt|ihlee»  thoiuiand  ol 
the  English  troops  in  the  late  war  were  mamuraed  •• 
leae  thaa  two  thirds  of  the  aom  mvn  damanAed  linr 
the  like  number:  but  ao  regard  was  paid  Iq  iheae^ 
aUegatioas. 

$  XXXII.  The  aext  object  of  importaace  that  ^^ 
tracted  the  notiee  of  the  house,  was  the  state  af  the  oheii% 
table  corporation*  This  company  was  ^t  erected  in  ther 
year  one  thousaad  seven  hundred  and  seven.  Their  prot* 
iessed  intention  was  to  lend  money  at  legid  interest  ta  die 
poor,  upon  small  pledges ;  and  to  persons  of  better  rank 
upon,  an  undubitable  security  of  goods  impawned.  Their 
eapttsd  was  at  first  limited  to  thirty  thousand  pounds ;  but, 
by  licenses  from  the  crown,  they  increased  it  to  sia  haan 
dred  thousand  pounds,  though  their  charter  was  never  con* 
firmed  by  act  of  parliament.  In  the  month  of  Oetober, 
George  Robinson,  esquire,  member  for  Marlow,  die  caduery 
and  John  Thompson,  warehouse  keeper  of  the  corporationt 
disappeared  in  ooe  day.  The  proprietors,  alarmed  at  tfue 
incident,  held  several  general  courts,  and  appointed  a  com^ 
mittee  to  inspect  the  state  of  their  aihirs.  They  reported| 
that  for  a  capital  of  above  five  hundi^ed  thousand  poundt 
no  equivalent  wss  found ;  inasmuch  as  their  efficts  did  not 
amount  to  the  value  of  thirty  thousand,  the  remainder 
having  been  embezzled  by  means  which  they  could  am 
discover.  Ilie  proprietors,  in  a  pedticm  to  the  house  erf 
commons,  represented  that  by  the  most  notorioun  breadi  of 
trust  in  several  persons  to  whom  the  care  and  maaagrmfal 
of  their  aifairs  were  commiued,  the  corporation  had  been 
defrauded  of  the  greatest  part  of  their  capital ;  and  llial 
many  of  the  petitioners  were  reduced  to  the  utmost  d$gf«a 
of  misery  and  distress ;  they,  therefore,  played,  that  aa 
they  were  unable  to  detect  the  combinations  of  those  wfap 
had  ruined  them,  or  to  bring  the  delinquents  to  jutlicet 
without  the  aid  pf  the  power  and  authority  of  Utitim^  "»» 
the  bcmsa  would  vo|icbsafe  (^  inquire  iaio  (hf  eltdlr <i?^  the 
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corpsvatiM,  ud  tbc  coaduct  of  diea-  m«mger« ;  and  give 
Meb  reXki  to  die  ptdtiotiers  as  to  die  boose  shottM  seMf 
oicet.     The  pettdon  was  graciously  received,  and  a  secret 
eommittee  appointed  to  proceed  on  the  inquiry.     Thejr 
soon  discovered  a  most  iniquHous  scene  of  fraud,  whtcfa 
had  been  acted  by  Robtnton  and  Thompson,  in  concert 
with  some  of  the  directors,  for  embezzting  the  capital,  and 
cbeatnig  the  proprietors*     Many  persons  of  rank  und  qum- 
Kty  were  concerned  in  this  in&mous  conspiracy :  some  of 
die  first  characters  in  the  nation  did  not  escape  suspiekm 
and  censure.     Sir  Robert  Sutton  and  sir  Archibald  Gran^ 
were  expelled  the  house  of  commons,  as  having^  had  a  con* 
siderable  share  in  diose  fraudulent  practices :  a  UU  waa 
brought  in  to  restrain  them  and  other  delinquents  from 
leaving  the   kingdom,  or  alienating  their  effects.     In  the 
mean  time,  the  committee  received  a  letter '  from  seignior 
John  Angelo  Belioni,  an  eminent  banker  at  Rome,  giving 
them  to  understand,  that  Thompson  was  secured  in  that 
ci^,.with  all  his  papers,  and  confined  to  the  casde  ol  St.^ 
Angelo ;  and  that  the  papers  were  transmitted  to  his  cor- 
respondent at  Paris,  who  would  deliver  them  up,  on  cer-^ 
tain  conditions  stipulated  in  favour  of  the  prisoner.     This 
letter  was  considered  as  an  artifice  to  insinuate  a  favour-^ 
aide  opinion  of  the  pretender,  as  if  he  had  taken  measure^ 
for  securing  Thompson,  from  his  zeal  for   justice,  and 
affection  for  the  English  people.     On  this  supposition,  the 
proposab  were  rejected  with    disdain;  and  both  houses 
concurred  in  an  order  that  the  letter  should  be  burned  at 
the  royal  exchange,  by  the  Rands^f  the  common  hangman. 
The  lower  house  resolved,  that  it  was  an  insolent  and 
audacious  libel,  absurd  and  contradictory ;  that  the  whole 
tt^ansaction  was  a  scandalous  artifice,  calculated  to  delude 
the  unhappy,  and  to  disguise  and  conceal  the  wicked  prac- 
tices of  the  professed  enemies  to  his  majesty's  perscm^ 
crown,  and  dignity. 

§  XXXIII.  No  motion,  during  this  session,  produced 
such  a  warm  contest  as  did  that  of  sir  Robert  Walpole, 
wben,  after  a  long  preamble,  he  proposed  that  the  duties  on 
salt,  which  about  two  years  before  had  been  abolished, 
should  now  be  revived,  and  granted  to  bis  majesty,  his 
heirs  and  successors,  for  the  term  of  three  years.     In  order 
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to  sweets,  this  proposal,  he  decbu«d  Aat  the  hmd  tu  for 
the  enwding  year  should  be  reduced  to  one  ahiUiiig  in  the 
pound.     All  the  members  of  the  country  party  were  immer 
diately  in  commotion.     They  expressed  their  sutprise  at 
the  grossnesa  of  the  imposiuon.     They  observed  that  two 
years  had  scarce  elapsed  since  the  king,  in  a  speech  from 
the  throne,. had  exhorted  them  to  abolish  some  of  the  taxes 
that  were  the  most  burdensome  to  the  poor :  the  house  was 
then  of  opinion,  that  the  tax  upon  salt  was  the  moat  bur- 
densome and  the  most  pernicious  to  the  trade  of  the  king- 
dom, of  all  the  impositions  to  which  the  poor  were  subjected, 
and  therefore  it  was  tsdcen  off:  but  that  no  good  reason 
could  be  produced  for  altering  their  opinion  so  suddenly^ 
and  resolving  to  grind  the  faces  of  the  poor,  in  order  to 
eafte  a  few  rich  men  of  the  landed  interest.    They. affirmed, 
that  the  most  general  taxes  are  not  always  the  least  hurden? 
some :  that  after  a  nation  is  obliged  to  extend  their  taxes 
farther  than  the  luxuries  of  their  country,  those  taxes  .that 
can  be  raised  with  the  least  charge  to  the  public,  are  the 
most  convenient  and  easiest  to  the  people :  but  they  ought 
carefully  to  avoid  taxing  those  things  which  are  necess^ 
for  the  subsistence  of  the  poor.     The  price  ,of  all  necessa? 
ries  being  thus  enhanced,  the  wages  of  the  tradesman  and 
manufacturer  must  be  increased ;  and  where  these  are  hi^ 
die  manufacturers  will  be  undersold  by  those  of  cheaper 
countries.     The  trade  must  of  consequence  be  ruined ;  and 
it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  the  landed  gentleman  would 
choose  to  save  a  shilling  in  the  pound  from  the  land  tax, 
by  means  of  an  expedient  that  would  ruin  the  manufactures 
of  his  country,  and  decrease  the  value  of  his  own  fortune. 
They  {dleged  that  the  salt  tax  particularly   affected   the 
poor,  who  could  not  afford  to  eat  fresh  provisions  ;  and  that, 
as  it  formerly  occasioned  murmurs  and  discontents  amongst 
the  lower  class  of  people,  the  revival  of  it  would,  in  all  pro- 
bability, exasperate  them  into  open  sedition.  They  observed, 
that  while  it  was  exacted  in   England,  a  great  number  of 
merchants  sent  their  ships  to  Ireland,  to  be  victualled  for 
their  respective  voyages ;  that,  since  it  had  been  abolished, 
many  experiments  Jiad  been  successfully  tried  with  salt  for 
the  improvement  of  agriculture,  which  would  be  entirely 
defeated  by  the  revival  of  this  imposition.  They  suggested 
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that  die  buid  tax  was  raised  at  a  veiy  smaU  expense,  and 
subject  to  no  fraud,  whereas  that  upon  salt  would  employ  a 
great  number,  of  additional  ofikers  in  the  revenue,  whoUj 
•depending  upon  the-  ministry,  whose  influence  in  elections 
they  would  proportionably  increase.  They  even  hinted, 
that  this  consideration  was  one  powerful  motive  for  propo- 
sing  the  revival  of  an  odious  tax,  which  was  in  effect,  an 
excise,  and  would  be  deemed  a  step  towards  a  general 
excise  upon  all  sorts  of  provisions.  Finalty,  they  demons- 
rStrated'that  the  salt  tax  introduced  numberless  frauds  and 
perjuries  in  difierent  artides  of  traffic.  Sir  Robert  Wal<- 
pole  endeavoured  to  obviate  all  these  objections  in  a  long 
speech,  which  was  minutely  answered  and  vefiited  in  every 
ardcleby  Mr.  Pulteney.  Nevertheless,  the  question  being 
put,  the  minister's  motion  was  carried  in  the  affirmative, 
and  the  duty  revived :  yet,  before  the  bill  passed,  divers 
motions  were  made,  and  additional  clauses  proposed  by  the 
members  in  the  opposition.  New  debates  were  raised  on 
every  new  objection,  and  the  courtiers  were  obliged  to 
dispute  their  ground  by  inches. 

§  XXXiy.  The  pension  bill  was  revived,  and  for  the 

third  time  rejected  in  the  house  of  lords.     A  bill  for  the 

encouragement  of  the  sugar  colonies  passed  through  the 

lower  house  with  great  difficulty,  but  was  lost  among  the 

^ers :  another,  for  the  better  securing  the  freedom  of  par* 

liaments,  by  furtiier  qualifying  members  to  sit  in  the  house 

of  commons,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  thrown  out  upon 

the  question.     A  committee  had  been  appointed  to  inquire 

into  a  sale  of  the  esute  which  had  belonged  to  the  late  earl 

of  Derwentwater.     It  appeared  by  the  report,  that  the  sale 

had  been  fraudulent:  a  biU  was  prepared  to  make  it  void ; 

Dennis  Bond,  esquire,  and  serjeant  Birch,  commissioners 

for  the  sale  of  the  forfeited  estates,  were  declared  gttllty  of 

notorious  breach  of  trust,  and  expelled  the  house  of  which 

they  were  members :  George  Robinson,  esquire,  underwent 

the  same  sentence,  on  account  of  the  part  he  acted  in  the 

charitable  corporation,  as  he  and  Thompson  had  neglected 

to  surrender  tilemselves,  according  to  the  terms  of  a  bill 

which  had  passed  for  that  purpose.     During  this  session, 

five  members  of  parliament  were  expelled  for  the  mostsor- 

,  did  acts  of  knavery;  a  sure  sign  of  natioaal  degeneracy  and 
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diahoaQur.  AU  the  supplies  were  giwted,  and  among  odier 
articles,  the,i||un  of  two-aad*tve»tx  thouaaod  six  himdred 
Ainety-four  pounds,  seven  shillings  and  stxrpencei .  for  die 
agio  or  difference  of  the  subsidies  payable  to  the  crown  of 
Denmark  in  pursuance  of  the  treaty  subsisting  between  the 
late  king  and  that  monarch:  but  this  was  not  obtained 
without  a  violent  dispute.  Mr.  Pulteney,  who  bore  a  con- 
siderable share  in  all  these  debates,  became  in  a  little  time 
so  remarkable  as  to  be  though  worthy  of  a  very  particular 
mark  of  his  majesty's  displeasure.  The  king,  on  the  fiiat 
day  of  July,  called  for  the  council  book,  and  with  bis  own 
hand  struck  the  name  of  William  Pulteaey,  esquire,  out  of 
the  list  of  privy  counsellors :  his  majesty  further  ordered 
him  to  be  put  out  of  all  the  commissions  of  the  peace.  The 
several  lord  lieutenants,  from  whom  he  had  received  depu- 
tations, were  commanded  to  revoke  them  i  and  the  lord 
chancellor  and  secretaries  of  state  were  directed  to  give  xbfi 
necessary  orders  for  that  purpose. 

$  XXXV.  Nor  did  the  house  of  peers  tamely  and 
unanimously  submit  to  the  measures  of  the  ministry*    The 
pension  bill  being  read,  was  again  rejected,  and  a  protest 
entered.     A  debate  arose  about  the  number  of  standing 
forces :  and  the  earl  of  Chesterfield  argued  for  the  court 
motion.     The  earl  of  Oxford  moved  that  they  might  be 
.  reduced  to  twelve  thousand  effective  men.     The  earl  of 
Winchelsea  observed,  that  a  standing  army  rendered  minis- 
ters of  state  more  daring  than  otherwise  they  would  be, 
in  contriving  and  executing  projects  that  were  grievous  to 
the  people :  schemes  that  never  could  enter  into  the  heads 
of  any  but  those  who  were  drunk  with  excess  of  power. 
The  marquis  of  Tweedale,  in  reasoning  against  such  a  num- 
ber as  the  ministry  proposed,  took  occasion  to  observe,  that 
not  one  shilling  of  the  forfeited  estates  was  ever  applied  to 
the  use  of  the  public :  he  likewise  took  notice,  that  the 
eighteen  thousand  men,  demanded  as  a  standing  force,  were 
modelled  in  such  a  manner,  that  they  might  be  speedily 
augmented  to  forty  thousand  men  on  any  emergency.  The 
duke  of  Argyle  endeavoured  to  demonstrate  the  danger  of 
depending  for  the  safety  of  the  kingdom  upon  an^  undiscip> 
lined  militia,  a  fleet,  or  an  army  of  auxiliaries.     Then  he 
represented  the  necessity  of  having  recourse  to  a  regular 
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aimy  in  caae  of  mTasion ;  and  after  all,  acknowledged,  that 
the  number  proposed  was  no  way  sufficient  for  that  purpose. 
An  his  arguments  were  answered  and  refuted  in  an  excel- 
lent speech  by  lord  Carteret:  nevertheless,  victory  declared 
finr  the  minister.  The  parliament  having  granted  every 
branch  of  the  supply,  towards  the  payment  of  which  they 
borrowed  a  sum  from  the  sinking  fund,  and  passed  divers 
other  acts  for  the  encouragement  of  commerce  and  agricul- 
ture, the  king,  on  the  first  day  of  June,*  gave  the  royal 
aase^t  to  the  biUs  that  were  prepared,  and  closed  the  ses- 
sion, after  having  informed  both  houses  that  the  states 
general  had  acceded  to  the  treaQr  of  Vienna :  that  he  had 
determined  to  visit  his  German  dominions,  and  to  leave  the 
queen  regent  in  his  absence.  He  accordin^y  set  out  for 
Hanover  in  the  beginning  of  June.  By  this  time  the  prag^ 
■satic  sanction  was  confirmed  by  the  diet  of  the  empire, 
diough  not  without  a  formal  protest  by  the  electors 
palatine,  Bavaria,  and  Saxony. 

•  Aa.i7S3. 
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explaining  an  act  of  the  Scottish  Parliament  touching 
wrong  imprisonment.  §  XXVI.  Misunderstanding 
.  between  the  Courts  of  Spain  and  Portugal.  Sir  John 
Norris  sails  with  a  strong  squadron  to  Lisbon.  $  XX  VII. 


PreUmindries  Mtgned  by  the  Emperor  and  King  of 
France.  $  XXVIII.  Proceedings  in  Parliament.' 
§  XXIX.  Bill  for  preventing  the  retail  of  spirituous 
ligUoirs.  Another  for  the  relirf  of  Quakers  in  the 
article  of  tithes.  $  XXX.  Mprtmain  act.  $  XXXI. 
Remarkable  riot  at  Edinburglu  $  XXXII.  Rupture 
between  the  Czarina  and  the  Ottoman  Porte.  $  XXXI IL 
The  session  of  Parliament  opened  by  commission. 
§  XXXIV.  Motion  in  both  Houses  for  a  settlement  on 
the  Prince  of  Wales.  $  XXXV.  Fierce  debate  on  this 
subject.  §  XXXVI.  Scheme  by  Sir  John  Barnard  for  . 
reducing  the  interest  of  the  national  debt.  $  XXXVII. 
Bill  against  the  city  of  Edinburgh.  §  XXXVIII.  Play 
house  bill. 

$  I.  TH£  most  remarkable  incident  that  distin- 
guished this  year  in  England  was  a  very  uncommon 
instance  of  suicide :  an  act  of  despair  so  frequent  among 
the  English,  that  in  other  countries  it  is  objected  to  them 
as  a  national  reproach.  Though  it  may  be  generally  term- 
ed the  effect  of  lunacy  proceeding  from  natural  causes  ope- 
rating on  the  human  body,  in  some  few  instances  it  seems 
to  have  been  the  result  of  cool  deliberation.  Richard 
Smith,  a  bookbinder,  and  prisoner  for  debt  withii^.  the 
liberties  of  the  king's  bench,  persuaded  his  wife  to  follow 
his  example  in  making  away  with  herself,  after  they  had 
murdered  their  little  infant.  This  wretched  pair  were  in 
the  month  of  April  found  hanging  in  their  bedchamber,  at 
about  a  yard's  distance  from  each  other ;  and  in  a  separate 
apartment  the  child  lay  dead  in  a  cradle.  They  left  two 
papers  enclosed  in  a  short  letter  to  their  landlord,  whose 
kindness  they  implored  in  favour  of  their  dog  and  cat. 
They  eveij  left  money  to  pay  the  porter  who  should  carry 
the  enclosed  papers  to  the  person  for  whom  they  were 
addressed.  In  one  of  these  the  husband  thanked  that 
person  for  the  marks  of  friendship  he  had  received  at  his 
hands ;  and  complained  of  the  ill  offices  he  had  undergone 
from  a  different  quarter.  The  other  paper,  subscribed 
by  the  husband  and  wife,  contained  the  reasons  which 
induced  them  to  act  such  a  tragedy  on  themselves  and 
their  offspring.     This  letter  was  altogether  surprising  for 
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the  calm  resolutioDy  tUe  good  humour,  and  the  propriety 
with  which  it  was  written.  They  declared,  Uiat  they  with- 
drew themselves  from  poverty  and  rags ;  evils  that,  through 
a  train  of  unlucky  accidents,  were'  become  inevitable.  They 
appealed  to  their  neighbours  for  the  industry  with  which  . 
they  had  endeavoured  to  earn  a  livelihood.  They  jtistiEed 
the  murder  of  their  child,  by  saying,  it  was* less  cmel^  to 
uke  her  with  them,  than  to  leave  her  friendless  in  the 
world,  exposed  to  ignorance  and  misery.  They  professed 
their  belief  and  confidence  in  an  Almighty  God,  the  foun- 
tain of  goodness  and  beneficence,  who  could  not  possibly 
take  delight  in  the  misery  of  his  creatures ;  they,  therefore, 
resigned  up  their  lives  to  him  without  any  terrible  appre- 
hensions ;  submitting  themselves  to  those  ways  which,  in 
his  goodness,  he  should  appoint  after  death.  These  unfor- 
tunate suicide&  had  been  always  industrious  and  frugal, 
invincibly  honest,  and  remarkable  for  conjugal  affection. 

$  II.  Trustees  having  been  appointed  by  charter  to 
superintend  a  new  setdement  in  Georgia,  situated  to  the 
southward  of  Carolina  in  America,  Mr.  Oglethorpe,  as  gen- 
eral, and  governor  oif  the  province,  embarked  at  Gravesend,  ' 
with  a  number  of  poor  families,  to  plant  that  colony.  The 
king  of  Spain  having  equipped  a  very  powerful  armament, 
the  fleet  sailed  on  the  fourth  day  of  June  from  the  road  of 
Alicant,  under  the  command  of  the  count  de  Montcmar, 
and  arrived  on  the  coast  of  Barbary  in  the  neigfabonrhood 
of  Oran,  where  a  considerable  body  of  troops  was  landed 
without  much  opposition.  Next  day,  however,  they^were 
attacked  by  a  numerous  army  of  Moors,  over  whom  they 
obtained  a  complete  victory.  The  bey  or  governor  of  Onm 
immediately  retired  with  his  garrison,  and  the  Spaniards^ 
took  possession  of  the  place,  from  which  they  had  been 
driven  in  the  year  one  diousand  seven  hundred  and  eight, 
the  strong  fort  of  Mazalaqpivir  was  likewise  surrendered  to 
the  victors  at  the  first  summons;  so  that  this  expedition 
answered  all  the  views  with  which  ft  had  been  projected. 
Victor  Amadaeus,  the  abdicated  king  of  Sardinia,  having, 
at  the  instigation  of  his  wife,  engaged  in  some  intrigues,  in 
order  to  reascend  the  throne,  his  son  the  reigning  king, 
ordered  *his  person  to  be  seized  at  Montcalier,  and  con- 
veyed to  Rivoli,  under  a  strong  escort.      His  wife,  the 
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marehioQess  de  Spighm,  was  conducted  to  Serva.  The  old 
king's  confessor,  his  physician,  and  eight-and-forty  persons 
of  distinction  itere  imprisoned.  The  citadel  of  Turin  was 
aeeured  with  a  strong  garrison ;  and  new  instructions  were 
given  to  the  governor  and  senate  of  Chamberri.  The 
dispute  which  had  long  subsisted  between  the  king  of 
Prussia  and  the  young  prince  of  Orange,  touching  the 
succession  to  the  estates  possessed  by  king  William  III. 
as  head  of  the  house  of  Orange,  was  at  last  accommodated 
by  a  formal  treaty  signed  at  Berlin  and  Dierin.  The 
Dutch  were  greatly  alarmed  ahont  this  time  with  an  appre- 
i»ension  of  being  overwhelmed  by  an  inundation,  occasioned 
by  worms,  which  wer«^  said  to  have  consumed  the  piles  and 
timber  work  that  supported  their  dykes.  They  prayed  and 
fasted  with  uncommon  zeal,  in  terror  of  this  calamity, 
wUch  they  did  not  know  how  to  avert  in  any  other  man- 
ner. At  length  they  were  delivered  from  their  fears  by  a 
hard  ftxMt,  which  effectually  destroyed  those  dangerous 
animals.  About  this  time,  Mr.  Dieden,  plenipotentiary 
from  the  elector  of  Hanover,  received,  in  the  name  of  his 
master,  the  investiture  of  Bremen  and  Verden  from  the 
hands  of  the  emperor. 

$  III.  The  history  of  England  at  this  period  cannot  be 
very  interesting,  as  it  chiefly  consists  in  an  annual  revolu*? 
tion  of  debates  in  pariiament.  Debates,  in  which  the  same 
arguments  perpetually  recur  on  the  same  subjects.  When 
4he  session  was  opened  on  the  sixteenth  day  of  January, 
the  king  declared,  that  the  situation  of  aflfairs  both  at  home 
and  abroad  rendered  it  unnecessary  for  him  to  lay  before 
the  two  houses  any  other  reasons  for  calling  them  together, 
but  the  ordinary  despatch  of  the  public  business,  and  his 
desire  of  receiving  dieir  advice  in  such  affairs  as  should 
require  the  care  and  consideration  of  parliament.  The 
motion  made  in  the  house  of  commons  for  an  address  of 
thanks  implied,  that  they  should  express  their  satisfaction 
at  the  present  situation  of  affairs  both  at  home  and  abroad. 
The  motion  was  carried,  notwithstanding  the  opposition  of 
those  who  observed,  that  the  nation  had  very  little  reason 
to  be  pleased  with  the  present  posture  of  affairs ;  that  the 
French  were  employed  in  fortifying  and  restoring  the 
harbonr  of  Dunkirk,  contrary  to  the  faith  of  the  most 
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solemn  tro«ties ;  that  die  Britidi  merdomts  had  yeccwredHwi 
Tedress  for  the  depredations  committed  by  the  Spmiuirds; 
liist  the  commerce  of  England  daily  inoreaied:  that  tt^ 
sort  of  trade  throve  but  the  trafic  of  'Change  Alky^  wfacrs 
the  most  abominabk  frauds  ware  practised  i  and  that  everjr 
session  of  parliament  opened  a  new  scene  of  ▼iUany  and 
imposition. 

^  ly.  The  pension  bill  was  once  more  revived,  and 
lost  agiiin  in  the  house  of  peers.  All  the  reasons  fermesif 
advanced  against  a  standing  army  were  now  repeated  ;  and 
a  reduction  of  the- number  insisted  upon  with  such  warmtb^ 
that  the  ministerial  party  were  obliged  to  have'  recoune  to 
the  old  phantom  of  the  pretender.  Sir  Archer  Croft  said 
a  continuation  of  the  same  number  of  forces  was  the  more 
necessary,  because,  to  his  knowledge,  popery  was  increasing 
very  fast  in  that  country ;  for,  in  one  parish  which  he  knew, 
there  were  seven  popish  priests ;  and  that  the  danger  from 
the  pretender  was  the  more  to  be  feared^  because  they  <lad 
not  know  but  he  was  then  breeding  his  son  a  protestant. 
Sir  Robert  Walpole  observed,  that  a  reduction  of  the  army 
wsfs  the  chief  thing  wished  for.  and  desired  by  all  the  jiico«» 
bites  in  the  kingdom :  that  no  reduction  had  ever  been 
tnade  but  what  gave  fresh  hopes  to  that  party,  and  encon* 
raged  them  to  raise  tumults  against  the  government;  nd 
he  did  not  doubt  but  that,  if  they  should  resolve  to  reduce 
any  part  of  the  army,  there  would  be  post  horses  emplojFtwi 
that  very  night  to  carry  the  good  news  beyond  sea  to  the 
pretender.  His  brother  Horatio  added,  that  the  number 
of  troops  then  proposed  was  absolutely  necessary  to  sup 
port  his  majesty's  government,  and  would  be  necessary  as 
long  as  the  nation  enjoyed  the  happiness  of  having  die  pre* 
aent  illustrious  family  on  the  throne*  The  futility,  the  naif 
contradiction,  and  the  ridiculous  absurdity  of  these  suggest , 
tions  were  properly  exposed :  nevertheless,  the  army  wns 
voted  without  any  reduction.  Sir  Wilfred  Lawaon  lusving 
made  a  motion  for  an  address  to  the  king,  to  know  wlmt 
aatisfaction  had  been  made  by  Spain  for  the  depredatioDa 
committed  on  the  British  merchants,  it  was  after  a  vident 
debate  approved,  and  the  address  presented.  The  king  in 
answer  to  this  remonstrance  gave  them  to  understand,  that 
the  meeting  «f  the  eommissariea  of  the  tw^  crowns  hnd 
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btoM  so  long  dtbjrtd  bjr  uiifiMreseefi  tceidei^  tint  the  g6ii« 
fcrcneei  w«dt«  not  opened  till  tht  htter  end  of  the  preeedtng  ^ 
Sebnlury ;  end  that  ae  the  coarts  of  London  and  Ma^id 
iiad.mpcttd  that  die  term  ot  three  fcarsstipultted  for  fiaiah- 
tng  the  coounistkm  diould  be  coiAputed  from  their  first 
aseetiDg,  a  perfect  account  of  their  proceedings  could  not 
aa  yet  be  laid  before  the  house  of  commons*  A  bill  had 
long  dependbg  for  granting  encouragtmrnt  to  the  , 
colonies  in  the  West  indies ;  but,  as  it  was  founded 
opon  a  prohibition  that  woidd  have  put  a  stop  to  all  com« 
between  the  French  islands  and  the  British  setde« 
in  North  America,  it  met  widi  a  very  wann  oppoei* 
tioo  from  those  who  had  tlie  prosperity  of  those  northern 
ooionies  at  heart.  But  the  bill  being  patronised  and  sup* 
ported  by  the  court  interest,  surmounted  all  objeciaons ;  imd 
nfterwmtla  passed  into  a  law.  While  the  commons  ddibe* 
nrted  upon  the  supply,  sir  Robert  Walpole  moved^  that  five 
hfluidved  thousand  pounds  shoidd  be  issued  out  of  the  sittk* 
lag  fimd  for  the  service  of  the  entuing  year»  Sir  WUliam 
Wyndham,  Mr.  Pulteney,and  sir  Jdm  Barnard,  expatiated 
upon  the  iniquity  of  pillaging  a  sacred  deposit,  solemnly 
appropriated  to  the  discharge  of  the  national  debt.  They 
asigfat  have  demonstrated  the  egregious  folly  of  a  measure, 
by  which  the  public,  for  a  litde  temporary  ease^  lost  the 
advantage  of  die  accumulating  interest  which  would  have 
aaiasn  from  the  sinking  fund  if  properly  managed  and 
neserved.  All  objections  vanished  before  the  powers  of 
mittiscerial  influence,  .which  nothing  now  could  check  but 
the  immediate  danger  of  popular  commotion.  Such  hazard* 
#U8  interposition  actually  defeated  a  scheme  which  had 
been  ado{^ed  by  the  minister,  and  even  before  its  appear^ 
anoe  alarmed  all  the  trading  part  of  the  nation. 

$  V.  The  house  having  resolved  itself  into  a  commit- 
tBe,to  deliberate  upon  the  most  proper  methods  £or  the 
better  security  and  improvement  of  the  duties  and  revenuies 
ebargsd  upon  tobacco  and  wines,  all  the  papers  relating  to 
.these  duties  were  submitted  to  the.perusal  of  the  members : 
the  oommtssioners  of  the  customs  and  excise  were  ordered 
to  attend  the  house,  the  avenues  of  which  were  crowded 
with  multitudes  of  people;  and  the  members  in  the  oppo- 
sition waited  impatiently  for  a  proposal,  in  which  titty 
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thooi^t  the  liberties  of  thetr  ccMntry  so  deeply  intemilad. 
In  a.  word,  there  had  been  a  call  of  the  house  on  iIk  fee 
ceding  day.  The  session  was  frequentand  full;,  and  botih 
sides  appeared  ready  and  eager  for  the  contest  when  sir 
fiobert  Walpok  broached  his  design.  He  took  aosice  of 
the  arte  which  had  been  used  to  prejudice  the  pcoplevgainst 
his  plan  before  it  was  known.  He  afinned  that  the  ela- 
molars  occasioned  by  these  prejudices  hsid  originaUy  risen 
from  smugglers  and  fraudulent  dealers,  who  had  eoriefaed 
themselves  by  cheating  the  puUici  «id  that  these  had 
been  strenuously  assisted  and  supported  by  another  set^ 
men,  fond  of  every  opportunity  to  stir  up  the  people,  of 
Gvreat  Kritain  to  mutiny  and  sedition*  He  expatiated  on 
the  frauds  that  were  committed  in  that  branch  of  the 
revenue  arising  from  the  duties  on  tobacco ;  upon  the  hasd- 
ships  to  which  the  American  planters  were  subjected  by 'die 
heavy  duties  payable  on  importation,  as  well  as  by  the  ill 
usage  they  had  met  with  from  their  factors  and  oorrespoDt 
dents  in  England,  who,  from  being  their  servants  were  now 
become  their  masters  $  upon  the  injury  done  to  the  fair 
trader;  and  the  loss  sustained  by  the  public  with  tespectto 
the  revenue.  He  asserted  that  the  scheme  he  was.  about  to 
propose  would  remove  all  these  inconveniences,  prevent 
numberless  frauds,  perjuries,  and  false  entries,  and  addtws 
or  jthree  hundred  thousand  pounds  per  annum  to  the. pub* 
lie  revenue.  He  entered  into  a  long  detail  of  fiaauds  prao- 
tised  by  the  knavish  dealers  in  those  commodilieas- ha- 
recited  the  several  acts  of  parliament  that  related  So  the 
duties  on  wine  and  tobacco :  he  declared  he  had  no  inten* 
tion  to  promote  a  general  excise :  he  endeavoured  to  obvi<* 
ate  some  objections  that  might  be  made  to  his  i^an,  the 
nature  of  which  he  at  length  explained.  He  proposed  to 
Join  the  laws  of  excise  to  those  of  the  q^toms :  dial  the 
further  subsidy  of  three  farthings  per  pound  charged  upon 
imported  tobacco  should  be  still  levied  at  the  cnstom  house, 
and  payable  to  his  majesty's  civil  list  as  heretofore :  that 
then  the  tobacco  should  be  lodged  in  warehouses,  to  he 
iftppoioted  for  that  purpose  by  the  commissioners  of  die 
exipise :  that  the  keeper  of  each  warehouse,  appcmitedi  like- 
wise by  the  commitoionei  s^  should  have  one  lock  and  key^ 
fivd  the. merchant  importer  have  another:   and  that  th^ 
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tobacco  should  he  thus  secured  until  the  tiserchaiit  should 
find  vest  for  it,  either  by  exportation  or  home  consumption ; 
that  ^die>  part  designed  for  eicportatioo  should  be  weighed  at 
die  customhouse,  discharged  of  the  three  farthings  per 
pound  which  had  been  paid  at  its  first  importation,  and  then 
osported  widR>ut  farther  trouble :  that  the  portion  destined 
for  home  consumption  should,  in  presence  of  the  warehonser 
keeper,'  be  delivered  to  At  purchaser,  upon  ^is  paying  the 
ittlaind  duty  of  four-pence  per  pound  weight,  to  the  proper 
oKcer  appointed  to  reeeire  it ;  by  which  means  the  mer-» 
chant  would  be  eased  of  the  inconvenience  of  paying  tho 
doty  open  importatioo,  or  of  granting  bonds  and  finding 
sureties  for  the  payment,  before  he  had  found  a  market  for 
thie  commodity ;  that  all  penalties  and  forfeitures,  so  far  as 
diey  formerly  belonged  to  the  crown,  should  for  the  future 
be  applied  to  the  use  of  the  public.  That  appeals  in  this, 
as  wdl  as  in  all  other  cases  relating  to  the  excise,  shoidd 
be  heard  and  determined  by  two  or^ three  of  the  judges,  to 
be  wamed  by  his  nmjesty ;  and  in  the  country,  by  the  judge 
of  assize  upon  the  next  circuit,  who  shouM  hear  and  deter* 
niiae  such  appeals  in  the  most  summaiy  manner,  without 
the  fermaUty  of  proceedings  in  courts  of  law  or  equity. 

§  VI.  Such  was  the  substance  of  the  famous  excise 
sebeme,  in  fiivour  of  which  sir  Robert  Wslpole  moved, 
tbtt  the  duties  and  subsidies  on  tobacco  should  from  and 
alter  the  twenty^fourth  day  of  June  cease  and  determine. 
The  debate  which  ensued  was  managed  and  maintained  by 
all  the  dble  speakers  on  both  sides  of  the  question.  Sir 
Robert  Walpole  was  answered  by  Mr.  Perry,  member  for 
the  city  of  London.  Sir  Paul  Methuen  joined  in  the 
efipositioeRi  Sir  John  Barnard,  another  representative  of 
Londoo,  distinguished  himself  in  the  same  cause.  He 
was  supported  by  Mr.  Pulteney,  sir  William  Wyndham, 
aad  other  patriots.  The  scheme  was  espoused  by  sir  Phi*, 
isp  Yorke,  appointed  lord  chief  justice  of  the  king's  bencli^ 
aad  enndUed  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  year.  Sir  Joseph 
fekyU  approved  of  the  project,  which  was  likewise  strenu- 
ously defended  by  lord  Hervey,  sir  Thomas  Robinson,  sir 
Wiiltam  Yonge,  Mr.  Pelham,  and  Mr.  Winntngton,  which 
hot  excelled  all  his  contemporaries  of  the  ministry  in  talents 
aud  addrass.  Those  who  argued  against  the  scheme  aecuscfl 
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Ihe  minbter  of  having  misrepreaetited  the  fnntds,  and  1 
ihlae  cftlcubitions*  With  respect  to  the  supposed  hardships 
ttnder  which  the  pfamters  w:ere  said  to  labour,  they  afirmed 
diat  no  planter  Imd  ever  dreamed  of  cofliplaming;i  umil 
instigated  by  letters  and  applications  from  London  f  tiuii 
Ais  scheme,  far  from  relieving  the  planters,  would  exposte 
die  factors  to  such  grieyons  oppression,  that  they  would 
not  be  able  to  continue  the  trade,  consequently  the  planters 
would  be  entirely  ruined  ;  and,  after  all,  it  would  not  pre- 
vent  those  frauds  against  which  it  was  said  to  be  prairidcd : 
that  from  the  examination  of  the  commissioners  of  the 
customs,  it  appeared  that  Ihose  firauds  did  not  exceed  forty 
thousand  pounds  per  annum,  and' might  in  a  great 
be  abolished,  by  a  due  execution  of  the  laws  in  being; 
aequently  this  scheme  was  unnecessary,  would  be  iiieflEeetitid 
in  augmcntmg  the  revenue,  destructive  to  ttade,  and  das'^ 
gerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  subject,  as  it  tended  So  pro- 
mote  a  general  excise,  which  was  in  ail  countries  considered 
as  a  grievous  oppression.  They  suggested  that  it  wottid 
produce  an  additional  swarm  of  excise  officers^  and  waro* 
house  keepers,  appointed  and  paid  by  the  treasury,  so  aato 
xiiukiply  the  depend«its  on  the  crown,  and  endtde  it  sett 
further  to  influence  the  freedom  of  electioas :  that  the 
tlwlers  would  become  slaves  to  excise  men  and  wiwehemac 
keepers,  as  they  would  be  debarred  all  access  to  their  com* 
modities,  except  at  certain  hours,  when  attended  br  those 
officers:  that  the  merchant,  for  every  quantity  of  tobacco 
he  could  sell,  would  be  obUged  to  make  a  joamey,  or  aettd 
a  messenger  to  the  office  for  a  permit,  which  could  not  be 
obtained  without  trouble,  expense,  and  delay:  and  that 
should  a  law  be  enacted  in  consequence  of  dlis-  motion^  it 
would  in  all  probability  be  some  time  or  other  used  a*  a 
precedent  for  introducing  excise  laws  into  every  branch  of 
the  revenue  t  in  which  case  the  liberty  of  Gteat  Briasin 
would  be  no  more.  In  the  course  of  tlm  debate,  akr 
Robert  Walpole  took  notice  of  the  multitudes  which  had 
beset  all  the  approaches  to  the  house*  He  said  it  wo^d 
be  an  easy  task  for  a  designing  seditious  person  to  vane  a 
tnmuk  and  disorder  among  them :  that  gentlemen  might 
give  the/n  what  name  they  should  think  fit,  and  affirm  they 
were  come  as  humble  suppliants;  but  he  knew  whom  the 
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law  called  stmdy  bcggan  s  and  tbose  who  brought  tlieiii4^ 
that  place  could  DOt  be  certain  but  that  they  might  behave 
*'  i^  tjbe  same  manaer.  This  insimiatioo  was  resented  by  sir 
John  Barnard,  who  observed  that  merchants  of  character 
had  a  right  to  come  down  to  the .  court  of  requests^  an4 
lobby  ot.  the  house  pf  commonsi  in  order  to  soUcic  their 
friends  and  acquaintance  against  any  scheme  or  proje^ 
which  they  m^ht  think  prejudicial  to  their  commerce ;  that 
when  he  came  into  the  houaei  he  sAw  none  but  such  aa 
deserved,  the  appellation  of  sturdy  beggars  as  liitie  as  the 
honourable  gentleman  himself,  or  any  gentleman  what^ 
ever.*  *  After  a  warm  dbpute  the  motion  was  carried  bf 
•a  minority  of  sixty-one  voices.  Several  resolutions  were 
fipunded  on  the  proposal :  and  to  these  the  house  agreed^ 
thottgh  not  without  another  violent  contest*  The  resolis* 
taofs  produced  a  bill,  against  which  petitions  were  prefer- 
ted  by  the  lord  OMyor,  aldermen,  and  common  council  of 
JLoadon,  the  cities  of  Coventry  and  Nottingham*  A  mo^ 
taon  was  made  that  counsel  should  be  heard  for  the  city  of 
JLondon;  but  it  was  rejected  by  the  majori^,  and  the 
petitions  were  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table.  Had  thi 
minister  encountered  no  opposi^on  but  that  which  appeared 
within  doors,  his  project  would  have  certainly  been  carried 
into  execution :  but  the  whole  nation  was  alarmed,  and 
clamoorod  loiodly  agamsr  Ae  excise  bilL  The  populace 
atill  crowded  around  Westminster  haU,  blocking  up  all  the 
anrmues  to  ;th^  house  of  commons.  They  even  insulted 
the  pcrsfliBB  of  those  members  who  had  voted  for  the  minis- 
try on  this  occasion ;  and  sir  Robert  Walpole  began  to  be 
in  fear  of  his  life.  He,  thetdbre,  thought  proper  to  drop 
tiie  dettgn,  by  moving  that  thp  second' reading  of  the  bill 
jnigjbt  be  postponed  till  the  twelfth  day  of  Jane.  >  Thi^« 
nonplaint  tmng  made  of  the  insolence  of  the  populacot  ^ 
mho  had  maltreated  several  members,  divers  resolutions 
were  taken  against  those  tumultuous  crowds,  and  their  abet* 
lore ;  these  resolves  were  communicated  to  the  lord  mayor 
Isf  London,  the  sheriff  of  Middlesex,  and  the  high  bailiff 
of  Westminster.  Some  individuals  were  apprehended  in 
llie  court  of  requests^  as  having  fomented  the  disturbances  i 
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Imt  they  were  soon  released.  The  miscarriage  of  flie  hall 
vas  celebrated  with  public  rejoicings  in  London  and  West- 
minster ;  and  the  minisiter  was  burned  in  effigy  by  the 
populace.  After  the  miscarriage  of  the  excise  scheme,  the 
house  unanimously  resolved  to  inquire  into  the  frauds  and 
abuses  in  the  customs;  and  a  committee  of  twenty-one 
persons  was  chosen  by  ballot  for  this  purpose. 

$  VII.  The  subsequent  debates  of  this  session  wore 
occasioned,  by  a  bill  to  prevent  the  infamous  practice  of 
stockjobbing,  which  with  great  difficulty  made  iu  way  to 
the  house  of  lords,  who  proposed  some  amendments,  in 
'Consequence  of  which  it  was  laid  aside ;  and  succeeded  by 
another  bill  establishing  a  lottery,  to  raise  five  hundred 
thousand  pounds  for  the  relief  of  these  who  had  suffered 
l>y  the  charitable  corporation*  After  having  undetigone 
some  liheratioBs  it  passed  through  both  houses,  and  obtftin- 
ed  the  royal  assenu  The  king,  by  a  message  to  parliamesrt, 
had  signified  his  intention  to  give  the  princess  royal  in  mar- 
riage  to  the  prince  of  Orange,  promising  himself  their  con- 
currence and  assistance,  that  he  might,  be  enabled  to 
bestow  such  a  portion  with  his  eldest  daughter  as  ahould 
be  suitable  to  the  occasion.  The  commons  immediately 
resolved,  that'out  of  the  moneys  arising  from  the  sale  of 
lands  in  the  island  of  St.  Christophers,  bis  majesty  should 
be  impowered  to  apply  fourscore  thoosaad  pounds,  as  a 
marriage  dower  for  his  daughter ;  and  a  clause  ibr  thia 
purpose  was  inserted -in  the  bill,  for  enabling  his  asajeaty 
to  apply  five  hundred  thousand  poimds  out  of  the  aioking 
fund  for  the  service  of  the  current  year. 

$  VIII.  The  opposition  in  the  house  of  lords  was  stiil 
more  animated,  though  ineffectual.  The  debates  chieity 
turned  upon  the  pension  bill,  the  number  of  land  forces,  . 
and  a  motion  made  by  lord  Bathurst,  (car  an  account  of  the 
produce  of  the  forfeited  estates  which  had  bekttged  to  the 
directors  of  the  South  Sea  company.  The  trustees  for 
these  estates  had  charged  themselves  with  a  great  sura  of 
money,  and  the  lords  in  the  opposition  thought  they  had 
*  a  right  to  know  how  it  had  been  disposed.  The  ministry 
had  reasons  to  stifle  this  inquiry ;  and,  therefore,  opposed 
it  with  all  their  vigour.  Nevertheless,  the  motion  was 
carried^  after  a  warm  dispute,  and  the  director^  of  the 
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Soath  Sb'&  cmipsn^  wbre  drdered  <o  Iky  tha  aicoufit  before 
the  house*  From  this  it  appeared  that  the  large  sums  of 
Aotiey  aridittg  frorN  tlie  forfeited  estates  had  been  distributed 
anidng  flie  proprietors,  by  way  of  dividend,  even  befpr<$ 
recourse  was  had  to  palrliament  for  directioffs  m  whkt  fnan* 
ner  that  produce  should  be  applied :  lord  Bathof  st,  therefore, 
jnoved  for  a  iresoiutlon  of  the  hoase,  that  the  disposal  of 
this  money  by  way  of  dividend,  without  any  order  or  difec*^ 
tion  of  a  -gefveral  court  for  that  purpose,  was  a  violation  of 
the  act  of  pl^^KaIhent  Anade  for  the  disposal  thereof,  and  IK 
ttianifest  injustice  done  to  the  ptoprietoi^  df  that  stoelt* 
9he  duke  of  Ne^cfastle,  in  order  to  gitin  fii^e,  tooved,  thSU 
as  tite  accotint  was  confused,  and  alinost  uninteHiglble,  the 
present  directors  of  the  company  might  be  ordered  to  lay 
before  the  house  a  further  and  more  distinct  aecbnnt  of  the 
manner  in  w'hich  the  money  had  been  disposed.  A  violeirt 
edntetrt  ensued,  in  the  coarse  of  which  the  bouse  divided, 
aisd  <yf  'fifty-seven  peers  who  voted  for  the  delay,  forty-six 
#ere  such  a^  enjoj^^ed  prefermcent  in  the  church,  comasissions 
in  the  amoiy,  or  civil  employments  under  the  government. 
At  length  lord  Bathurst  waved  his  motion  for  that  time : 
^en  the  h^use  cfrdered  that  the  present  and  former  direc- 
tors of  the  South  Sea  company,  together  with  the  late 
hispetetors  of  dieir  accounts,  should  attend  and  be  examined. 
They  Were  accordingly  interrogated,  and  gave  so  little  satis- 
faction, that  lord  Bathurst  moved  for  a  committee  of  inquiry  ; 
but  the  question  being  put  was  carried  in  the  negative:  yet 
a  very  strong  protest  was  entered  ^y  the  lords  in  the  oppo- 
sition. The  Ikcxt  subject  of  altercation  was  the  bill  for 
iAflAsafirplyiiifg  part  of  the  produce  of  the  linking,  fund.  It 
was  lutaeked  with  all  the  force  of  argument,  i^it,  and  decla- 
mation by  the  earl  of  Stafford,  lords  Bathurst  and  Carteret, 
imd  fMUtlcularly  by  the  earl  of  Chesterfield,  who  had  by  thii 
titiie  reftigiied  his  staff  of  lord  steward  of.  the  household, 
and  renoun6ed  all  connexion  with  the  ministry.  Lord 
Bikthurst  inoved  for  a  resolution,  importing  that^  in  the 
opinion  of  the  House,  the  sinking  fund  ought  f6r  the  future 
to  be  applied,  in  time  of  peace  and  public  tranquillity,  to 
the  reddmptidn  of  those  taxes  which  were  most  prejudiciid 
to  the  trade,  most  burdensome  on  the  manufactures,  and 
ihost  oppressive  on  the  poor  of  the  niition.  l^his  motion 
Vol.  II.  B  b  b 
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was  overruled^  and  the  bill  adopted  by  the  majority.  On 
th^  eleventh  day  of  June,  the  king  gave  the  royal  assent  to 
the  bills  that  were  prepared,  and  closed  the  session  with  a 
speech,  in  which  he  took  notice  of  the  wicked  endeavours 
that  had  been  lately  used  to  inflame  the  minds  of  the  people, 
by  the  most  unjust  misrepresentations. 

$  IX.  Europe  was  now  reinvolved  in  fresh  troubles, 
by  a  vacancy  on  the  throne  of  Poland.     Augustus  died  at 
Warsaw  in  the  end  of  January,  and  die  neighbouring  powers 
were  immediately  in  commotion.     The  elector  of  Saxony, 
son  to  the.  late  king  and  Stanislaus,  whose  daughter  was 
married  to  the  French  monarch,  declared  themselves  candi- 
dates for  the  Polish  throne.     The  emperor,  the  czarina, 
and  the  king  of  Prussia  espoused  the  interests  of  the  Saxoa: 
the  king  of  France  supported  the  pretensions  of  his  father- 
in-law.     The  foreign  ministers  at  Warsaw  forthwith  began 
to  form  intrigues  among  the  electors :   the   marquis  de 
Monti,amba8sador  from  France,  exerted  himself  so  success- 
fully, that  he  soon  gained  over  the  primate,  and  a  majority 
of  the  catholic  dietines,  to  the  interests  of  Stanislaus ;  while 
the  Imperial  and  Russian  troops  hovered  on  the  frontiers 
of  Poland.     The  French  king  no  sooner  understood  that  a 
body  of  the  emperor's  forces  was  encamped  at  Silesia,  than 
he  ordered  tl^e  duke  of  Berwick  to  assemble  an  army  on  the 
Rhine,  and  take  measures  for  entering  Germany,  in  case 
the  Imperials  should  march  into  Poland.     A  French  fleet 
set  sail  for  Dantzick,  while  Stanislaus  ^travelled  through 
Germany  in  disguise  to  Poland,  ai^d  concealed  himself  in 
the  house  of  the  French  ambassador  at  Warsaw.     As  the 
day  of  election  approached,  the   Imperial,    Russian,  and 
Prussian  ministers  delivered  in  their  several  declarations^ 
by  way  of  protest  against  the  contingent  election  of  Stanis- 
laus, as.  a  person  proscribed,  disqualified,  depending  upon  a 
foreign  power,  and  connected  with  the  Turks,  and  other 
infidels.     The  Russian  general  Lasci  entered  Poland  at  th^ 
head  of  fifty  thousand  men :  the  diet  of  the  election  was 
opened  with  the  usual  ceremony  on  the  twenty-fifth  d^ 
of  August.  Prince  Viesazowski,  chief  of  the  Saxon  interest, 
retired  to  the  other  side  of  the  Vistula,  with  three  thousand 
men,  including  some  of  the  nobility  who  adhered  to  that 
party.    Nevertheless,  the  prinaate  proceeded  to  the  election: 
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Sunblaos  was  unatiiiiioasly  chosen  king ;  and  a])peared  m 
the  eleclorial  itld,  where  he  was  received  with  loud  accU- 
Illations.  The  opposite  party  soon  increased  to  ten  thou* 
sand  men;  protested  Against  the  election,  and  joined  the 
Russian  army,  which  advanced  by  speedy  marches.  King 
Stanislaus  finding  himself  unable  to  cope  with  such  adver- 
saries, retired  with  the  primate  and  French  ambassador  to 
Dantzick,  leaving  the  palatine  of  Kiow  at  Warsaw.  This 
general  attacked  the.  Saxon^palace,  which  was  surrendered 
upon  terms:  then  the  soldiers  and^  inhabitants  plundered 
the  houses  belonging  to  the  grandees  who  had  declared  for 
Augustus,  as  well  as  the  hotel  of  the  Russian  minister.  In 
the  mean  time,  the  Poles,  who  had  joined  the  Muscovites, 
finding  it  impracticable  to  pass  the  Vistula  before  the 
iexpiration  of  die  time  fixed  for  the  session  of  the  diet, 
erected  a  kelo  at  Cracow,  where  the  elector  of  Saxony 
was  chosen  and  proclaimed,  by  the  bishop  ot  Cracow,  king 
of  Poland,  under  the  name  of  Augustus  III.  on  the  sixth 
day  of  October.  They  afterwards  passed  the  river,  and 
the  palatine  of  Kiow  retiring  towards  Cracow,  they  took 
possession  of  Warsaw,  where  in  their  turn  they  plundered 
the  palaces  and  houses  belonging  to  the  c^posite  party. 

§  X.  During  these  transactions,  the  French  king  con- 
cluded a  treaty  with  Spain  and  Sardinia,  by  which  those 
powers  agreed  to  declare  war  against  the  emperor.  Mani- 
festos were  pul^lished  reciprocally  by  all  the  contracting 
powers.  The  duke  of  Berwick  passed  the  Rhine  id  Octo- 
ber, and  undertook  the  siege  of  fort  Kehl,  which  in  a  few 
days  was  surrendered  on  capitulation ;  then  he  repassed  the 
river,  and  returned  to  Versailles.  The  king  of  Sardinia 
having  declared  war  against  the  emperor,  joined  a  body  of 
French  forces  commanded  by  Marischal^  de  Villars,  and 
drove  the  Imperialists-  out  of  the  Milanese.  His  Imperial 
majesty  dreading  the  effectt  of  such  a  powerful  confederacy 
against  him,  offered  to  compromise  all  differences  with  the 
crown  of  Spun,  under  the  mediation  of  the  king  of  Great 
Britain;  and  Mr.  Keen,  the  British  minister  at  Madrid, 
proposed  an  accommodation.  Philip  expressed  his  ac- 
knowledgemento  to  the  king  of  England,  declaring,  how- 
ever, that  the  emperor's  advances  were  too  late;'  and  that 
bis  own  resolutions  were  already  uken<     Ncvcrthdess,  ho 
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sent  oideta  to  the  count  de  MmuIjo%  his  mhaw^lw  «(t  Loar 
don,  to  conununicatc  lo'hU  Britaiink  miyeflCy  Ae  iopdvc» 
which  had  ioduced  him  to  take  these  r^9oltt)tQiia«  Id  tk^ 
Bieaii  timi?  he  detached  a  poirerfiil  atmameiKt  to  Italf  >  wfajsvt 
they  invested  the  Imperial  fortress  of  Aula,  the  gaoriaon  of 
of  which  was  obliged  to  sun-eader  themselves  prisoners  of 
war.  The  republic  of  Venice  declared  she  would  t^  ao 
ahare  in  the  disputes  of  Italy  c  the  states  geneval  signed  a 
neutrality  with  the  French  kipg  for  the  Austrian  Nether* 
lands,  without  consulting  the  emperor  or  the  king  of  GrsfU 
Britain ;  and  the  £ngUsh  councils  seemed  to  be  altogether 
pacific. 

$  XL  In  November  the  prince  of  Orange  amved  at 
Greenwich,  in  order  to  espouse  the  princess  itiyal;  but  the 
pia^riage  was  postponed  on  account  of  his  being  taken  ill; 

.'9^  he  repaired  to  Bath  in  Somersetshire,  to  driok  the  waioa' 
%4  the  recovery  of  his  strengths  Henrietta,  the  young 
dutchess  of  Marlborough,  dying  about  this  time,  the  title 
'involved  to  her  sister's  son,  the  earl  of  Sunderland.  Lord 
ISing  resigning  his  office  of  ehftneellor,  it  was  conferred  ppon 
yir.  Talbot,  solicitor  general,  together  with  the  title  oibaron  £ 
i,  promotion  that  reflected  honour  upon  those  by  whoipa  k 

:  was  advised*  He  poss^essed  the  spirit  of  a  Roman,  senator, 
the  elegance  of  an  Atticus,  and  the  integrity  of  a  Cato* 
At  the  meeting  of  the  parliament  in  Jan^ary,  xhe  king  toldl 
them,  ui  his  speech,  that  though  he  was  no  way  .engaged  in 
the  war  which  had  begua  (o  rage  in  Europe,  ejLcept  by  the 
goodciffices  ht  had  employed  aaiong  the  contending  powers, 
he  could  not  sit  re^rdless  of  .the  present  cvei^ts,  or,  be  unr 
concerned  fof  the  consequences  of  a  war  undertaken  and 
supported  by  such  a  powerful  alliance.  lie  said^  he  had 
thought  proper,  to  take  time  to.e^mi^ejhe  fac|s  a|leged.on 
both  sides,  and  to  wait  the^  result  of  the  cotmsela.qf  tboan. 
powers  that  were  more  immediately  inter/^sted.in  tho.  cpsk^ 
sequences  of  the  rupture.  He  declared  he, wquld  conceit 
with  his  allies,  more  particularly  wi^  the  statcf^  gonond  of 
the  United  Provinces,  such  measjojies  aa  sl^ould  h^  thought 
most  adviseable  (or  their  cominon  4a%^y.,  and  for  restorjui^ 
the  peace  of  Europe*  In  the  mean  tic^iQ,  he  esq^i^ftsed  his 
hope  that  they  would  make  such  provisions,  as, should  seduce 
his  kingdom,  rights,  and  possessions  from  all  dangers  and 
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U^  a^id,  AAt  wbAt^^vf^r  pwt  h  migbt  w  th^  eii4  be  im)flt 

wh^R  9U  j^urppe  w%i^  prej^iing  foF  armsi  tp  put  Im  kipg- 
4pfRa  in  a  p^^tg^'e  of  ^^fync^.  IV  moiion  for  an  ad4re99 
^  tbsM^ls^  pr4»4u^c|9  a$  i^sualy  ^  debate  in  bptb  bous^ai  vbich, 
.it  muat  be  Qwnec)»  appears  to  bave  proceeded  frpm  a  spirit 
cif  cavitting,  n^PX  tba^  from  anj  reaaonable  cauBA  of 

$  %1L  The  boqae  ^f  commons  resolved  to  address  hia 
majesty  far  a  copy  of  the  treaty  of  Vienna.  Sir  John 
Snshi^ut  moved  for  another,  desiring  that  the  letters  and 
Jnstructiona  relating  to  the  execution  of  the  treaty  of  Seville, 
ahoabl  be  anlnnitted  to  the  inspection  of  the  commons ; 
.hut*  after  a  hard  struggle,  it  was  overruled.  The  next 
motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Sandys,  a  gentleman  who  had  for 
fome  tiniie  appeared  qtrenuoua  in  the  opposition,  and  wran- 
l^ed  with  great  peraeverance.  He  proposed  that  the  house 
should  omunine  the  instructions  which  had  been  given  to 
the  British  minister  in  Poland,  some  years  before  the  death 
of  king  Augt^tus,  thilt  they  might  be  the  better  able  to 
judge  of  the  causes  which  produced  this  new  rupture 
among  the  powers  of  Europe*  The  motion  being  opposed  , 
hy  all  thei  court  members,  a  contest  ensued,  in  the  course  of 
which  Mr*  Pulteney  compared  the  niinistry  to  an  empyric, 
aftd  the  eonstitutioa  of  England  to  his  patient.  This  pre-> 
tender  in  physio  (s$ud  he)  being  consulted,  tells  the  distem* 
ftfnd  peivon,  there  were  but  two  or  three  ways  of  treating 
his  disease :  and  he  was  afraid  that  none  of  them  would 
succeed.  A  vomit  might  throw  him  into  convulsions  that 
would  oiicasion  immediate  death ;  a  pui^ge  might  bring  on 
a  diarrhiaa  that  would  carry  him  off  in  a  short  time :  and 
He  had  been  ahready  bled  so  much,  and  so  often,  that  he 
eould  beer  it  no  longer.  The  unfortunate  patient,  Bhocked 
at  this  deelfltration,  replies,  ^^  Sir^  you  have  always  pre-, 
*^  tended  to-be  a  re^lar  doctor,  but  now  I  find  you  are  an 
^  anrnt  quack.  I  had  an  excellent  constitution  when  I 
^*  first  fftU  into  your  hands,  but  you  have  quite  destroyed 
^Viti  and  now  I  find  I  have  no  other  chance  for  saving  my 
^  life,  but  by  calling  for  the  help  of  some  regular  physi-  ^ 
'*  cian.'*   In  the  debate,  the  niembers  gn  both  side^  seep^ed 
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to  wander  from  the  question,  and  indulge  themseWes  widi 
ludicrous  persbnalities.  Mr.  H.  Walpole  took  occasion  to 
say,  that  the  opposition  treated  the  ministry  as  he  himself 
was  treated  by  some  of  his  acquaintance^  with  respect  to 
his  dress.  ^^  If  I  am  in  plain  clothes  (said  he)  then  they 
**  call  me  a  slovenly,  dirty  fellow ;  and  if  by  chai^ce  I  wear 
^  a  laced  suit,  they  cry,  What,  shall  such  an  awkward 
*'  fellow  wear  fine  clothes  !'*  He  continued  to  sport  in  this 
kind  of  idle  buffoonery.  He  compared  the  present  admin- 
istration to  a  ship  at  sea.  As  long  as  the  wind  was  fair| 
and  proper  for  carrying  us  to  our  designed  port,  the  wora 
was  ^^  Steady !  steady  !"  but  when  the  wind  began  to  shift 
and  change,  the  word  was  necessarily  altered  to  ^  Thus, 
'*  thus,  and  no  nearer."  The  motion  was  overpowered  by 
the  majority ;  and  this  was  the  fate  of  several  other  propo* 
sals  made  by  the  members  in  the  opposition.  Sir  J^n 
Barnard  presented  a  petition  from  the  druggists,  and  other 
dealers  in  tea,  complaining  of  the  insults  and  oppression  to 
which  they  were  subjected  by  the  excise  laws,  and  implo- 
ring relief.  Sir  John  and  Mr.  Perry,  another  of  the  city 
members,  explained  the  grievous  hardships  which  those 
traders  sustained,  and  moved  that  the  petition  might  be 
referred  to  the  consideration  of  the  whole  house.  They 
were  opposed  by  Mr.  Winnington,  sir  W-  Yonge,  and 
other  partisans  of  the  ministry ;  and  these  skirmishes 
brought  on  a  general  engagement  of  the  two  parties,  in 
which  every  weapon  of  satire,  Argument,  reason,  and  truth, 
was  wielded  against  that  odious,  arbitrary,  and  oppressive 
method  of  collecting  the  public  revenue.  Nevertheless  the 
motion  in  favour  of  the  sufferers  was  rejected.    . 

^  XIII.  When  the  commons  deliberated  upon  the 
supply,  Mr.  Andrews,  deputy  paymaster  of  the  army, 
moved  for  an  addition  of  eighteen  hundred  men  to  the 
number  of  land  forces  which  had  been  continued  since  the 
preceding  year.  The  members  in  the  opposition  disputed 
this  small  augmentation  with  too  much  heat  and  eagerness. 
It  must  be  acknowledged,  they  were  by  this  time  itritated 
into  such  personal  animosity  against  the  minister,  that  they 
resolved  to  oppose  all  his  measures,  whether  they  might  or 
.  might  not  ije  necessary  for  the  safety  and  advantage  of  the 
kingdom.     Nor  indeed  were  ihey  altogether  UameaU«  for 
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acting  oil  this  maxim,  if  their  sole  aim  was  to  remove  from 
the  confidence  and  councils  of  their  sovereign,  a  man  whose 
conduct  they  thought  prejudicial  to  the  interest  and  liberties 
of  their  country*     They  could  not,  however,  prevent  the 
augmentation  proposed:  but  they  resolved,  if  they  could 
not  wholly  stop  the  career  of  the  ministry,  to  throw  in  such 
a  number  of  rubs  as  should  at  least  retard  their  progress* 
The  duke  of  Bolton  and 'lord  Cobham  had  been  deprived 
of  the  regiments  they  commanded,  because  they  refused  to 
concur  in  every  project  of  the  administration.     It  was  in 
consequence  of  their  dismission,  that  lord  Morpeth  moved 
for  a  bill  to  prevent  any  commission  officer,  not  above  the 
rank  of  a  colonel,  from  being  removed,  unless  by  a  court 
masttal,  or  by  address  of  either  house  of  parliament.    Such 
an  attack  on  the  prerogative  might  have  succeeded  in  the 
kiter  •  part  of  the  reign  of  the   first  Charles ;  but  at  this 
juncture  could  not  fail  to  miscarry :  yet  it  was  sustained 
with   great  vigour  and  address.     When  the  proposal  was 
set  «8ide  by  the  majority,  Mr.  Sandys  moved  foran  address 
to  the  king,  desiring  to  know  who  advised  his  majesty  to 
remove  the  duke  of  Bolton  and  lord  Cobham  from  their 
respective  regiments.     He  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Pulteney 
and  sir  William  Wyndham :  but  the  ministry  foreseeing- 
another  tedious  dispute,  called  for  the  question,  and  the 
motion  was  carried  in  the  negative.     The  next  source  of 
contention  was  a  bill  for  securing  the  freedom  of  parliament, 
by  limiting  the  number  c^  officers  in  the  house  of  commons. 
It  was  read  a  first  and  second  time:  but,  when  a  motion 
was  made  for  its  being  committed,  it  met  with  a  powerful 
opposition,  and  produced  a  warm  debate  that  Issued  in  a 
question,  whi^h,  like  the  former,  passed  in  the  negative*  A 
clergyman  having  insinuated  in  conversation  that  sir  Wil- 
liam Milner,  baronet,  member  for  York,  received  a  pension 
from  the  ministry,  the  house  took  cognisance  of  this  report : 
the  clergyman  acknowledged  at  the  bar  that  he  might  have 
dropped  such  a  hint  from  hearsay.     The  accused  member 
protiested,  upon  his   honour,  that  he  never  did,  or  ever 
Would  receive,  place,  pension,  gratuity,  or  reward  from  the 
eourtf  either  direcdy  or  indirectly,  for  voting  in  parliament, 
or  upon  any  other  account  whatever.     The  accusation  was 
vot«d  false  and  scandalous,  and  the  accuser  taken  into  cus* 
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tody :  btrt  in  a  few  days  he  was  discharged  npoik  his  hoifi- 
ble  petition,  an^k  hi&  begging  p^rcfon  of  the  membeV  whoifi 
he  had  cisiluiiiniated.  The  duty  upon  dalt  was  pfdlonfged 
for  eight  years ;  and  a  bill  pats^ed  agaiitst  stocl^obbifigi 

"  $  XiV.  But  the  subject  which  of  all  others  fcifiployed 
the  eloquence  and  abilities  on  both  sides  to  the  most  tigor* 
ous  exertion,  was  a  motioh  made  by  Mi**  Bromlejr^  who 
proposed  that  a  bill  shotild  be  brotight  in  fo^  repealing  th^ 
septennial  act,  and  fot  the  moi«  fretfiicfit  weetmg  luwd 
calling  of 'parliaments*  The  argutnenta  fat  said  against 
septennial  parliaments  have  already  beetl  statedc  The 
ministry  noW  insisted  upon  the  iifere^^ie  of  piTpiaH  add 
Jacobites,  %hich  rendered  it  daxygeroas  to  #eftkei»  the  hands 
of  the  govemttiem :  they  challenged  the  oppoisition  to  pro- 
dace  one  instance  in  whith  the  least  eticroacbmetit  htfd  been 
made  on  the  liberties  of  the  people  since  the  sieptemiiai  Uri 
took  place  :  and  they  defied  the  most  il^gtnious  molite  to 
prove  that  his  present  majesty  had  ever  en^earmxred  to 
extend  any  branch  of  the  pi'erog&tive  beyOlid  ita  legal 
bounds.  Sir  John  Hinde  Cotton  affintted,  that  ik  many 
parts  of  England  the  papists  had  already  begun  to  use  sdl 
their  influence  in  favour  of  those  condi^tes  who-  were 
recommended  by  the  ministers  as  Members  in  the  etisi&ng 
parliament.  With  respect  to  his  majesty's  conduct,  he.said 
he  would  not  answer  one  word  :  but  as  to  fhe  grievances 
introduced  since  the  law  was  enacted  for  septefiolxid  parlia* 
ments,  he  thought  himself  miore  at  literfy  td  d^diare  his 
sentiments.  He  asserted,  that  the  septennial  law  Hself  was 
an  encroachment  on  the  rights  of  the  people :  a  law  passed 
by  a  parliament  that  made  itself  septennial.  He  olMRsrved> 
that  die  laws  of  treason  with  regard  to  ttialt  #eBe  nherM 
since  that  period ;  that  in  fonher  times  a  macn  wtt  tried  by 
a  jury  of  his  neighbours^  within  the  coofnty  where  til6 
crimes  alleged  against  him  were  said  to  be  eonnnitted  f  bat 
by  an  act  of  a  septennial  parliament  he  migfat  lie  removed 
and  tried  in  any  place  where  the  erown,  or  tadier  the  mM- 
istry,  could  find  a  jury  proper  for  their  purpdtte ;  li^here  the 
prisoner  could  not  bring  any  witness  in  Us  jnaMcation, 
without  an  expense  which  perhaps  bis  eircutfiatiaic^  iTould 
not  bear.  He  asked,  if  the  riot  act  WAs  not'  an  encroach- 
ment on  the  rights  of  the  people  ?  An  act  by  which  af  Kitle 
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diarljr  jmtice  of  the  peao^^  the  mcaiiest  and  vilest  tool  a 
]|»iaiater  cmi  use^  who  perhipft  subsists  by  his  being. in  the 
commission,  and  may  be  deprived  of  that  subsistence  at 
the  pleasure  of  his  patron,  had  it  in  his  power  to  put  twenty* 
9r  diirty  of  the  best  subjects  in  England  to  immediate 
death,  without  any  trial  or  form  but  that  of  reading  a  pro- 
ehunation.  ^^  Was  not  the  fatal  South  Sea  scheme  (said  h«) 
*^  established  by  the  act  of  a  septennial  parliament  I  And 
^  oan  any  man  ask,  whether  that  law  was  attended  with  any 
^  inconvenience  ?  To  the  glorious  catalogue  I  might  have 
^^  added  the  late  excise  bill,  if  it  had  passed  into  a  law ; 
^  but,  thank  heaven,  the  septennial  parliament  was  near 
^  expiring  before  that  famous  measure  was  introduced." 

^  XV.  Sir  William  Wyndham  concluded  an  excellent 
speech,  that  spoke  him  the  unrivalled  orator,  the  uncor- 
irupted  Briton,  and  the  unshaken  patriot,  in  words  to  this 
eibct:  ^^  Let  us  suppose  a  man  abandoned  to  all  notions  of 
^^  vinue  and  honour,  of  no  great  family,  and  but  a  mean 
^  fortune,  raised  to  be  chief  minister  of  state,  by  the  con- 
*^  currence  of  many  whimsical  events :  afraid,  or  unwilling, 
^  to  trust  any  but  creatures  of  his  own  making  i  lost  to  all 
^  sense  of  shame  and  reputation ;  ignorant  of  his  country's 
*^  true  interest ;  pursuing  no  aim  but  that  of  aggrandizing 
^^  himself  and  his  favourites ;  in  foreign  affairs  trusting^ 
**  none  but  those  who,  from  the  nature  of  their  education, 
**  cannot  possibly  be  qualified  for  the  service  of  their  country, 
**  or  give  weight  and  credit  to  their  negotiations.  Let  ua 
**'  suppose  the  true  mterest  of  the  nation,  by  such  means, 
*^  negleeted  or  misunderstood,  her  honour  tarnished,  her 
*^  importance  lost,  her  trade  insulted,  her  merchants  plun** 
^  dered,  and  her  sailors  murdered  ;  and  all  these  circum^ 
^*  stances  overlooked,  lest  his  administration  should  be  en- 
*^  dangeredi  s  Suppose  him  mext  possessed  of  immense  wealth 
^  the  plunder  of  the  nation,  with  a  parliament  chiefly  coii»- 
^^  posed  of  members  whose  seats  are  purchased,  and  whose 
^  votes  are  bought  at  the  expense  of  the  public  treasure. 
^^  In  }iuch  a  parliament  suppose  all  attempts  made  to  inquire 
•^  intaH^is  conduct,  or  to  relieve  the  nation  from  the  dis- 
^^  tress  which  has  been  entailed  upon  it  by  his  administra* 
^^  tion.  Suppose  him  screened  by  a  corrupt  majority  of 
^^  his  creatures,  whom  he  reuins  in  daily  pay,  or  engages 
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^^  in  his  particular  interest,  by  distributing  among  thesv 
*^  those  posts  and  places  which  ought  never  to  be  bestowed 
^^  upon  any  but  for  the  good  of  the  public.  Let  hiia  plume 
^  himself  upon  his  scandalous  victory,  because  be  has  ob* 
^  tained  a  parliament  like  a  packed  jury  ready  to  acquit 
*^  htm  at  all  adventures.  Let  us  suppose  him  domiaeerii^ 
^  with  insolence  over  all  /the  men  of  ancient  families^  over 
^  all  the  men  of  sense,  figure,  or  fortune  in  the  nation ;  as 
^*  he  has  no  virtue  of  his  own,  ridiculing  it  in  others,  and 
^^  endeavouring  to  destroy  or  corrupt  it  in  alU  With  such 
^'  a  minister,  and  such  a  parliament,  let  us  suppose  a  case 
^^  which  I  hope  will  never  happen :  a  prince  upon  the 
^^  throne,  uninformed,  ignorant,  and  unacquainted  with  the 
^^  inclinations  and  true  interest  of  his  peoplci  weak^  capri- 
*^  cious,  transported  with  unbounded  ambition^  and  pos* 
^^  sessed  with  insatiable  avarice*  I  hope  such  a  case  will 
^^  never  occur ;  but  as  it  possibly  may,  could  any  greater 
^'  curse  happen  to  a  nation,  than  such  a  prince  on  the 
^^  throne,  advised,  and  solely  advised,  by  such  a  minister^ 
^^  and  that  minister  supported  by  such  a  parliament*  The 
'^  nature  of  mankind  cannot  be  altered  by  human  laws :  the 
^^  existence  of  such  a  prince  or  such  a  minister  we  can&of 
^^  prevent  by  act  of  parliament ;  but  the  existence  of  such 
^^  a  psa-liament  I  think  we  may  prevent:  as  it  is  much 'more 
^  likely  to  exist,  and  may  do  more  mischief  while  the  sep* 
^  tennial  law  remains  in  force,  than  if  it  were  repealed : 
*^  therefore,  I  am  heartily  for  its  being  repealed."  Not* 
withstanding  the  most  warm,  the  most  nervous,  the  most 
pathetic  remonstrances  in  favour  of  the  motion,  the 
question  was  put,  and  it  was  suppressed  by  mere  dint 
fl(f  number* 

§  XVI*  The  triumph  of  the  ministry  was  still  more 
complete  in  the  success  of  a  message  delivered  "from  the 
crown  in  the  latter  end  of  the  session,  when  a  great  many 
^members  of  the  other  party  had  retired  to  their  res- 
pective habitations  in  the  country**  Sir  Robert  Wa|« 
•pole  delivered  this  commission  to  the  house,  importing 
iimi  hismajesty  might  be  enabled  to  augment  his  i|/orces,  if 
ocotsion  should  require  such  an  augmentation,  between  the 
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dissolatton  of  this  parliament  and  the  elaetion  oS  another. 
Such  an  important  point,  that  was  said  to  strike  at  the' 
foimdatKm  of  our  liberties,  was  not  tamely  yielded,  but,  on 
Ae  contrary,  contested  with  uncommon  ardour.  The 
motion  for  taking  the  message  into  consideration  was  car* 
ried  in  the  affirmative ;  and  an  address  presented  to  the 
king,  signifying  their  compliance  with  his  desire.  In  con- 
sequenee  of  a  subsequent  message,  they  prepared  and*  pass* 
ed  a  bfU,  enabling  his- majesty  to  settle  an  annuity  of  five 
thousand  pounds  for  life  on  the  princess  royal,  as  a  mark 
of  his  parental  favour  and  affection. 

$  XVII.  The  opposition  in  the  house  of  peers  kept 
pace  widi  that  in  the  house  of  commons,  and  was  support- 
ed with  equal  abilities,  under  the  auspices  of  the  lords 
jSalliunt  and  Carteret,  die  earb  of  Chesterfield  and  Abing- 
don. The  duke  of  Marlborough  made  a  modon  for  a  bill 
to  regulate  the.  army,  equivalent  to  that  which  had  been 
rejected  in  the  lower  house:  and  it  met  with  the  same  fate 
after  a  warm  dispute.  Then  lord  Carteret  moved  for  an 
address  to  the  king,  that  he  would  be  graciously  pleasM  to 
acquaint  the  house  who  advised  his  majesty  to  remove  the 
duke  of  Bolton  and  lord  viscount  Cobham  from  their 
respective  regiments ;  and  what  crimes  were  laid  to  their 
charge.  This  proposal  was  likewise  rejected,  a^  the  end 
of  a  debate  in  which  the  duke  of.  Argyle  observed,  that  two* 
lords  had  been  removed,  but  only  one  soldier  lost  his  com- 
mission. Such  a  great  majority  of  the  Scottish  represen- 
tatives had  always  voted  for  the  ministrysince  the  accession 
of  the  late  king,  and  so  many  of  th<se  enjoyed  plates  and 
preferments  in  the  gift  of  die  crown,  that  several  attempts 
were  made  by  the  lords  in  the  opposition,  to  prevent  for 
the  future  the  ministerial  influence  from  extending  itself  to 
the  elections  of  North  Britain.  Accordingly,  two  motions 
for  this  purpose  were  made  by  the  earl  of  Marchmont  and 
the  duke  of  Bedford ;  and  sustained  by  the  earls  of  Ches- 
terfield, Winchelsea,  and  Stair,  lords 'Willoughby  de  Broke, 
Bathnrst,  and  Carteret.  They  were  opposed  by  the  dukes 
of  Newcastle  and  Argyle,  the  earl  of  Cholmondely,  earl 
Paulet,  lord  Hervey,  now  called  up  by  writ  to  the  house  of 
peers,  and  lord  Talbot.  The  question  being  put  on  both^ 
they  were  of  course  defeated;  and  the  earl  ^  Stair  was 
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depriv^A  of  hU  'Vegiment  of  dnrgoont,  after  hwnig  pcr- 
fermed  the  most  signal  services  to  the  Toyal  family,  and 
exhausted  his  fortune  in  supporting  the  interest,  aod  dig- 
nity of  the  crown.  Strenuous  protests  were  entered  against 
the  decision  of  the  majority  concerning  the  king's  message, 
demanding  a  power  to  augment  his  forces  during  the  reeeaa 
of  parliament ;  as  also  against  a  bill  for  enabling  his  ma* 
lesty  to  apply  the  sum  of  one  million  two  hundred  thou** 
sand  pounds  out  of  the  sinking  fund,  for  the  services  of 
the  cuio^ent  yean  The  business  of  the  session  being  des-i 
patched)  the  king  repaired  to  the  house  of  lords  on- the  six* 
teenth  day  of*  April,  and  having  passed  all  the  bUls  that 
were  ready  for  the  royal  assent,  took  leave  of  this  parliat 
ment,  with  the  warmest  acknowledgment  of  their  zeal, 
duty,  and  affection •  It  was  at  first  prorogued,  then  dSi* 
solved,  and  another  convoked  by  the  same  proclamation* 
On  the  fourteenth  day  of  March,  the  nuptials  of  the  prinee 
of  Orange  and  the  princess  royal  were  solemnieed  with 
great  magnificence;  and  this  match  was  attended  with 
addresses  of  congratulation  to  his  majesty  from  different 
parts  of  the  kingdom* 

§  XVII L  The  powers  at  war  upon  the  continent  acted 
with  surprising  <^]gour.  The  Russian  and  Saxon  army 
invested  the  city  of  Dantzick,in  hopes  of  securing  the* person 
of  king  Stanislaus*  The  town  was  strong,  the  garrison  numer* 
ous,  and,  animated  by  the  examples  of  the  Pre'nch  and  Poles, 
made  a  v^ry  obstinate  defence.  For  some  time  they  were 
supplied  by  sea  with  recruits,  arms,  and  ammunition.  Oa 
the  eleventh  day  of  May  a  reinforcement  of  fifteen  hun-* 
dred  men  was  landed  from  two  French  ships  of  war  and 
some  transports,  under  Fort  Wechselmunde,  which  was  so 
much  in  want  of  provisions,  that  they  were  not  admitted  | 
they  therefore  reerabarked,  and  sailed  back  to  Copenhagen^ 
But  afterwards  a  larger  number  were  landed  in  the  same 
place,  and  attacked  the  Russian  .intrenchment,  in  order  to 
force  their  way  into  the  city.  They  were  repulsed  in  this 
attempt,  but  retired  in  good  order.  At  length  the  Russian 
fleet  arrived,  under  the  command  of  admiral  Gordon ;  and 
BOW  the  siege  was  carried  on  with  great  fitry.  Fort  Wecb* 
aebnunde  was  surrendered :  the  French  troops  capitulated* 
and  Were  embayed  in  the  Russian  ships,  to  be  conveyed 


to  some  port  in  the  Bdlic*  Stanislatss  tactpod  in  the  di«# 
guise  of  a  pea«ut  to  Marienwarder  in  the  Prussian  terri^ 
tortes.  The  city  of  DantKiisk  submined  to  the  dominione 
erf  Augustus  III*  king  of  Poland,  and  was  obliged  to 
Adny  the  expense  of  the  war  to  the  Russian  general  count 
de  Munich,  who  had  assuased  the  command  after  the  siege 
was  begun*  The  Polish  lords  at  Dant^ick  signed  an  act  of 
snbmisaion  to  king  Augustus,  who,  on  the  tenth  day  of 
July,  arrived,  at  the  convent  of  Oliva*  There  a  council 
was  held  in  his  presence*  The  recusant  nobkman  took 
the  oath  which  he  proposed.  Then  a  general  amnesty 
was  pradaimed ;  and  the  king  set  out  on  hb  return  to 
Dresden. 

§  XIX.  On  the  Rhine  the  French  arms  bore  down  aH 
resistance.  The  count  de  Belleisle  beueged  and  took 
Traerbach.  The  duke  of  Berwick,  at  the  head  of  sixty 
thottsand  men,  invested  Philipsburgh,  while  prince  Eugene 
was  obliged  to  remain  on  the  defensive,  in  the  strong  camp 
at  Heilbron,  waiting  for  the  troops  of  the  empire.  On  the 
twelfth  day  of  June,  the  duke  of  Berwick,  in  visiting  the 
trenches,  was  killed  by  a  cannon  ball,  and  the  command 
devolved  upon  the  marquis  d'Asfddt,  who  carried  on  the 
operations  of  the  siege  with  equal  vigour  and  capacity. 
Prince  Eugene  being  joined  by  the  different  reinforcementa 
he  expected,  marched  towards  the  French  lines  i  but  found 
thcfm  so  strong  that  he  would  not  hazard  an  attack  ;  and 
such  precautions  taken,  that  with  all  his  milittry  talents  he 
eottld  not  relieve  the  besieged.  At  length  general  Watge^ 
nau,  the  governor,  cafntulated  after  having  made  a  noble 
defence,  and  obtained  the  most  honourable  conditiont. 
Prince  Eugene  retired  to  Heidleburg;  and  the  Campaign 
ended  about  the  beginning  of  October.  The  Imperial 
arms  were  not  more  successful  in  Italy.  The  infant  Don 
Carlos  had  received  so  many  mvitations  from  the  Neapoli^ 
tan  nobility,  that  he  rescdvcd  to  ttke  possession  of  that 
kingdom.  He  began  his  march  in  February,  at  the  head 
of  the  Spanish  forces:  published  a  manifesto,  declaring 
he  was  stnt  by  his  father  to  reKeve  the  kingdom  of  Nqdes 
from  theoppression  under  which  it  groaned;  and  enterM 
the  capital  amidst  the  acclamations  of  the  people  i  while 
Ike  Gonnt  de  ViscoMti,  the  Gernum  viceroy,  finding  hnnself 
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wiaUe  to  cope  wMi  the  invaders,  thought  proper  to  retire, 
after  having  thrown  succours  into  Gaeta-  and  Capua. 
When  be  arrived  at  Nocera,  he  began  to  assemble  the 
militia,  with  intent  to  form  a  camp  at  Barletta*  The  count 
de  Montemar  marched  with  a  body  of  forces  against  tUs 
general,  and  obtained  over  him  a  complete  victory  at 
Bitonto  in  Apifglia,  on  the  twenty  •fifth  of  May,  when  the 
imperialists  were  entirely  routed,  and  a  great  number  of 
principal 'Oficers  taken  prisoners.  Don  Carlos,  being  pro*' 
claimed,  and  acknowledged  king,  of  Naples,  created  the 
count  de  Montemar  duke  of  Bitonto ;  reduced  Gaeta,  and 
all  other  {>arts  of  the  kingdom  which  were  garrisoned  with 
Imperial  troops;  and  resolved  to  subdue  the  island  of 
Sicily*  About  twenty  thousand  troops  being  destined  for 
diis  expedition  were  landed  in  the  road  of  Solanto  in  Ao* 
gust,  under  the  command  of  the  new  duke  of  Bitonio,  who 
being  favoured  by  the  natives,  proceeded  in  his  conquests 
with  great  rapidity.  •  The  peopk  acknowledged  Don  Car* 
los  as  their  sovereign,  and  took  arms  in  support  of  hit 
government!  so  that  the  Imperial  troops  were  drken 
before  them,  and  the  Spaniards  possessed  the  whole  king* 
dom,  except  Messina,  Syracuse,  and  Trepani,  when  the 
infant  determined  to  visit  the  island  in  person. 

$  XX*  While  Don  Carlos  was  thus  employed  in  the 
conquest  of  Naples  and  Sicily,  the  Imperialists  were  hard 
pressed  in  Lombardy  by  the  united  forces  of  France  and 
Piedmont,  commanded  by  the  king  of  Sardinia  and  the  old 
mareschal  duke  de  Villars*  .  In  the  month  of  January  they 
undertook  the  siege  of  Tortona,  which  they  reduced;  while 
&e  troops  of  the  emperor  began  to  pour  in  great  numbers 
into  the  Mantuan**  In  the  beginning  of  May,  count  Mcrci, 
who  commanded,  them,  passed  the  Po  in  the  face  of  the 
allies,  notwithstanding  all  the  skill  of  Villars,  obliged  him  to 
retreat  from  the  banks  of  that  river,  and  took  the  casde  of 
Colomo.  The  old  French  general  being  uken  ill,  quitted 
the  army,  and  retired  to  Turin,  where  in  a  little  time  he 
di^;  and  the  king  of  Sardinia  retiring  to- the  same  place, 
the  command  of  the  allied  forces  devolved  upon  the  mares* 
jdhal  de  Coigny.  The  confederates  were  posiod  at  Sai^ina. 
and  the  Imperialists  at  Sorbola,  when  the  count  de  Merci 
made  a  motion  to  San  Prospero,  as  if  he  intended  either  to 
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attack  the  enemy,  or  take  possession  of  Parma.  The  linares-' 
cfaal  de  Coigny  forthwith  made  a  disposition  for  an  engage- 
ment; ttul  on  the  twehty-ninth  day  of  Jane,  the  Imperial 
general  having  jessed  4the  Parma,  began  the  attack  with 
great  impetuosity.     He  charged  in  person  at  the  head  of 
his  troops,  and  was  killed  soon  after  the  battle  began.  Ne« 
▼ertheless,  the  prince  of  Wirtemberg'  assufniag  the  com^ 
mand,  both  armies  fought  with  great  obstinacy,  from  eleven 
in  the  forenoon  till  four  in  the  afternoon,  when  the  Impe- 
rialists retired  towards  Monte  Cirugalo,  leaving  five  thou«' 
sand  men  dead  on  the  field  of  battle,  and  amongthese  muiy 
officers  of  distinction.     The  loss  of  the  allies  was  very  eon* 
aiderable,  and  they  reaped  no  solid  fruits  from  their  victory. 
$  XXI.  The  Imperial  forces  retreated  to  Reggio,  and 
IVom  thence  moved  to  the  plains  of  Carpi,  on  the  right  of 
Secchiar,  where  they  receiyed  some  reinforcements :  then 
general  count  Konigsegg  arriving  in  the  camp,  took  upon 
himself  the  command  of  the  army.     His  .first  step  was  to 
take  po^  at  Quingentolo,  by  which  motion  he  secured  Mi- 
randola,  that  was  threatened  with  a  siege.    On  the  fifteenth 
of  February  he  forded  the  river  Secchia,  and  surprised  the 
quarters  of  mareschal  de  Broglio,  who  escaped  in  his  shirtr 
with  great  difficulty.     The  French  retired  with  such  preci- 
pitation, that  they  left  all  their  baggage  behind,  and  above 
two  thousand  were  taken  prisoners.  They  posted  themselves 
under  Guastalla,  where,  on  the  nineteenth  day  of  the  monUi 
they  were  vigorously  attacked  by  the  Imperialists,  and  a 
general  engagement  ensued.     Konigsegg  made  several  des- 
perate efforts  to  break  the   French  cavalry,   upon  which, 
however,  he  could  make  no  impression.     The  infantry  on 
both  sides  fought  with  uncommon  ardour  for  six  hours,  and 
the  field  was  covered  with  carnage.     At  length,  the  Impe- 
rial general  retreated  to  Lazara,  after  having  lost  above  five 
thousand  men,  including  the  prince   of  Wirtemberg,  the 
generals  Valpareze  and  Colminero,   with  many  other  offi- 
c^rs  of  distinction :  nor  was  the  damage  sustained  by  the 
French  greatly  inferior  to  that  of  the  Germans,  who  repassed 
the  Po,  and  took  post  on  the  banks  of  the  Oglio.  The  allies 
crossed  the  same  river,  and  the  marquis  de  Mailltbois  Was 
sent  With  a  detachment  to  attack  Mirandola ;  but  the  Im- 
pevialiats  marchbg  to  the  reUi^f  of  die. place,  compellei}  him 
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to  abandon  the  enterprise :  then  he  rejoined  his  army,  which 
retired  under  the  wdls  of  Cremona,  to  wait  for  succours 
from  Don  Carlos.  So  little  respect  did  the  French  comt 
pay  to  the  British  nation,  at  this  juncture,  that  in  the  month 
of  November  an  edict  was  published  at  Paris,  commanding 
all  the  British  subjects  in  France,  who  were  not  actually  in 
employfnent,  from  the  age  of  eighteen  to  fifty,  to  quit  the 
kingdom  in  fifteen  days,  or  enlist  in  some  of  the  Irish  regi- 
ments, on  pain  of  being  treated  as  vagabonds,  and  sent  to 
the  galleys.  This  edict  was  executed  with  the  utmost  rigour. 
The  prisons  of  Paris  were  crowded  with  the  subjects  of 
Great  Britain,  who  were  surprised  and  cut  oiT  from  all  com- 
munication  with  their  friends,  and  must  have  perished  by 
cold  and  hunger,  had  not  they  been  relieved  by  the  active 
charity  of  the  Jansenists.  The  earl  of  Waldegrave,  who 
then  resided  at  Paris,  as  ambassador  from  the  king  of 
Great  Britain,  made  such  vigorous  remonstrances  to  the 
French  ministry  upon  this  unheardof  outrage  against  a  na* 
tion  with  which  they  had  been  so  long  in  alliance,  that  they 
thought  proper  to  set  the  prisoners  at  liberty,  and  publish 
another  edict,  by  which  the  meaning  of  the  former  was 
explained  away. 

^  XXI  r.  While  these  transactions  occurred  on  the 
continent,  the  king  of  Great  Britain  augmented  bis  land 
forces ;  and  warm  contests  were  maintained  through  the 
whole  united  kingdom  in  electing  representatives  for  the 
new  parliament.  But  in  all  these  struggles  the  ministerial 
power  predominated ;  and  the  new  members  appeared  with 
the  old  complexion.  The  two  houses  assembled  on  the 
fourteenth  day  of  January,  and  Mr.  Onslow  was  reelected 
speaker.  The  leaders  of  both  parties  in  all  debates,  were 
the  self  s!^me  persons  who  had  conducted  those  of  the  former 
parliament;  and  the  same  measures  were  pursued  in  the 
same  manner.  The  king  in  his  speech  at  the  opening  of 
the  session,  gave  them  to  understand,  that  he  had  concerted 
with  the  states  general  of  the  united  provinces  such  mea- 
sures as  were  thought  naost  adviseable  for  their  common 
safety,  and  for  restoring  the  peace  of  Europe  :  that  they  had 
considered  on  one  side  the  pressing  applications  made  by 
the  Imperial  court^both  in  England  and  Holland,  for  obtain- 
ing auccours  against  the  powers  at  war  with  the  house  of 
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Austria;  and,  ontfaejodier  side,  At  mpeatod tproffeaaioiui 
made  h^  die  allies  of  ^ir  ttncese  dkpositioa  .to  put  aii'tsd 
to  idle  fiBeaeiit  troubles' mjioD  honourable  and  solid  terms : 
Aat  be  and  the  states  igBaeraliiadcoacuiTed  la  a  eesolutioB 
to  :etaploy  jiietr  jomt  and  earnest  bistanoes  to  briog  matters 
•m  aiif>eedy  and  happy  acoommodatioo ;  that  dieir  good>ofi- 
4368  weve  at  length  accepted ;  and  in  a  diort  time  a  plaa 
iiROttldibe  xififored  to  the  jcoosideration  of  all  pairt^es  engaged 
in  tike  war,  as  a  basis  for  a -general  negotiadon  iinr  <peaee. 
iiertold  them  iaeihad  usedjthe  power  vested  in  him  by  tbe 
last  fwliannent  with  great  moderation  i  and  .coneloded  a 
treaty  with  the  crown  of  Denmark  of  great  importame  im 
the  present  conjuncture*  He  observed,  that  wUlst  asaa|> 
of  the  principal  powersiof  Europe  were  actually  engagefiin 
«  war,  fireat  Britain  aaatolie  more  or  less  affected  with  the 
t:onsequences,  and  as  the  best  concerted  measures  are  liable 
to  uncertainty,  the  nation  ought  to  be  prepared  against  aU 
events*  He,  therefore,  expressed  his  hope^  that  this  good 
sid>jects^ould  not  repine  at  the  necessaiy  means  of  pvo* 
cusingthe  blessings  of  peace  and  universal  tranqaSlitf ^^orof 
putting  him  in  a  condition  to  'WeX  dnt  part  v4iieh  it  might 
be  necessary  .and  >incumbent:i^ion  him  (to  take.  Hie  address 
of  dianks  produced  a  diq>ute  as  usual*  which  ended  with  an 
acquiescence  in  the  motion.  The  house,  in  a  gfand  coa^ 
jnictee  on.the  8upply,x-esolved,  that  diir^  Jhousand  seaoMn 
should  be  employed  iar  the  service  of  die lensuiBg  year; 
and  that  the  land  fiMxea  shoaldjbe  augmented  to  the  nuas- 
ber  of  twenty  five  thoaaaad  seven  hundred  and  forty-four 
effecdve  men.  Sut  these  resoludona  were  not  taken  with^ 
out  dispute  and  .division*  The  minister's  opponents  not 
only  reproduced  all  the  reasons  which  had  been  fornserly 
advanced  against  a  standing  army,  but  they  opposed  thb 
augmentatioo  with  extraordinary  mrdonv,  as  a  huge  stride 
towards  tbe  cstablishnient  of  arhitnuy  power*  They  refu- 
tedtfaose  fears  of  csctenud  broiU  on  wUdbthenunistty 'pre- 
tended to  ground  .the  necessity  of  such  aa  augiientation.; 
and  they^caEposed  tbe  weak  conduct  of  the  administration, 
in  having  conimbated  .to  destroy  die  balance  of  power,  by 
assisting  Spdin  agsinst  the  emperor  in  italgr,  iso  as  to 
aggrandize  idie  thoase  of  Bourbon. 

Vo£.  II.  Dd«l 
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$  XXIII.  Sir  WiUiam  Wjudham  mov«d,  that  the 
Mtimate  of  the  navy  for  the  ensuing  year,  might  be  referred 
to  a  select  committee*  He  expressed  his  surmise,  that 
notwithstanding  the  vast  sums  which  had  been  yearly  raised, 
and  the  long  continuance  of  the  peace,  the  people  had  not 
been  quite  delivered  of  any  one  tax  incurred  in  the  prece>- 
ding  war*  He  said,  he  could  not  comprehend  how  it  was 
possible  to  find  pretences  for  exposing  the  nation  to  such 
exorbitant  charges ;  and  he  took  notice  of  some  unconacion* 
able  articles  in  the  accounts  of  the  navy  debt  that  lay  upon 
the  table.  He  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Sandys,  and  supported 
by  m  Joseph  Jekyll  and  Mr*  Pulteaey :  but  after  some 
•debate,  the  motion  was  carried  in  the  negative.  When  the 
new  treaty  with  Denmark  fell  under  consideration  in  a 
grand  committee,  Mr*  H*  Walpnkc  moved,  that  the  sum  of 
fifty-six  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty-pounds  should  be 
granted  to  his  majesty,  as  a  subsidy  to  the  Dane,  pursuaat 
to  the  said  treaty,  for  the  service  of  the  ensuing  year*  The 
demand  did  not  meet  with  immediate  compUance*  All 
lj;ie  leaders  in  the  opposition  exclaimed  against  the  subsidy 
as  unnecessary  and  unreasonable*  They  observed,  that  as 
the  English  had  no  particular  interest  of  their  own  for 
inducing  them  to  engage  in  the  present  war,  but  only  the 
danger  to  which  the  balance  of  power  might  be  exposed  by 
that  event ;  and  as  all  the  powers  of  £urope  were  as  mudi, 
if  not  more,  interested  than  the  English  in  the  preservaUon 
of  that  balance,  should  it  ever  be  .really  endangered,  they 
would  certainly  engage  in  its  defence,  without  receiving 
any  valuable  consideration  from  Great  Britain ;  but  should 
&e  Eni^sh  be  always  she  first  to  take  the  alarm  upon  any 
rupture,  and  offer*  ln*ibbs  andpeneBtons  to  all  the  princes  in 
.  Europe^  the  whole' charge  of  preserving  that  balance  woold 
fall  upon  Great  9ritain :  every  state  would  expect  a  grati- 
fication from,  her,  for  doing  that.which  it  would  otherwise 
be  obliged  to  do  for  its  own  preservation :  even  the  Dutch 
might  at  last  re&ise  to  assist  io  trimming  dus  balance,  uhiess 
Britain  should  submit  to  make  the  grand  pensioDary' of 
Bplhrnd  a  pensionary  of  Eng^d,  and  take  a  number  of 
their  forces  into  English  pay*  The  debate  having  had  ite 
free  course,  the  question  was  put,  and  the  motion  approved 
t>y  the  majority*  The  ministry  allowed  a- bill  to  be  brought 
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in  for  limiting  the  number  of  oiBcers  in  the  house  of  com- 
mons :  but  at  the  second  reading  it  was  rejected  upon  a 
division,  after  a  learned  debate,  in  which  it  appeared  that 
the  opposition  had  gained  a  vsduable  auxiliary  in  the  per- 
son of  lord  Polwarthi  son  to  the  earl  of  Marchmont,  a 
nobleman  of  elegant  parts,  keen  penetration,  and  uncom- 
mon vivacity,  who  spoke  with  all  the  fluency  and  fervour  of 
elocution. 

$  XXIV.  The  minority  in  the  house  of  lords  were  not 
less  vigilant  and  resolute  in  detecting  and  opposing  every 
measure  which  they  thought  would  redound  to  the  preju-  • 
dice  of  their  country.     But  the   most  remarkable  object 
that  employed  their  attention  during  this  session  was  a  very 
extraordinary  ipetition,  subscribed  by  the  dukes  of  Hamilton, 
Queensbeny,    and    Montrose,    the  earls  of   Dundonald, 
Marchmont,  and  Stair,  representing  that  undue  influence 
had  been  used  for  carrying  on  the  election  of  the  sixteen 
peers  for  Scotland.     The  duke  of  Bedford,  who  delivered 
dieir  petition  to  the  house  proposed  a  day  for  taking  it  into 
condderation ;  and  to  this  they  agreed.    It  was  a^erwards 
moved,  that  the  consideration  of  it  should  be  adjourned  to 
a  short  day,  before  which  the  petitioners  should  be  ordered 
to  'declare  whether  they  intended  to  controvert  the  last 
elecdon  of  all  the  sixteen  peers,  or  the  election  of  any, 
and  which  of  them.     This  affair  was  of  such  an  Unprece- 
dented nature,  that  the  house  seemed  to  be  divided  in 
opinion  about  the  matter  in  which  they  ought  to  proceed. 
The  partisans  of  the  ministry  would  have  willingly  stifled 
the  inquiry  in  the  beginnings  but  the  petitioners  were 
so  strenuously  supported  in  their  claim  to  some  notice^  by 
the  earls  of  Chesterfield,  Abingdon,  and  Strafford^  the  lords 
Bathurst  and  Carteret,  that  they  could  not  dismiss  it  at 
once  with  any  regard  to  decorum.  The  order  of  the  house,^ 
according  to  the  motion  explained  above,  being  communi- 
cated by  the  lord  chancellor  to  the  petitioners,  they  waited 
on  him  with  a  declaration,   importing  that  they  did  not 
intend  to  controvert  tbt.dection  or  return  of  the.sixteen 
peers  for  Scotland ;  but  they  thought  it  their  du^  to  lay 
before  their  lordships  the  evidence  of  such  facts  and  undue 
methods  as  appeared  to  them  to  be  dangerous  to  the  con- 
stitution; and  might  in  future  elections  equally  affect  the 
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rtgkt  of  the  present  nxteen  peers,  as  duit  of  the  other 
peers  of  Scodand  if  not  prevented  by  a  proper  remedy* 
This  declaration  being  repeated  to  the  house,  the  duke  of 
Devonshire  made  a  motiooy  that  the  petitioners  OMght  be 
ordered  to  lay  before  the  house  in  writing,  instances  of 
those  undue  niediods  and  illegal  practices  upon  which  diey 
intended  to  proceed,  and  the  names  of  die  persons  they 
suspected  to  be  guilty*  He  was  warmly  opposed  by  di^ 
country  party';  and  a  kmg  debate  ensued  ;  after  which  the 
question  was  carried  in  fkvourof  the  motion,  and  the  order 
Signified  to  the  petitioners.  Next  day  their  answer  waa 
read  to  the  house  to  this  efieet :  that  as  tkey  had  no  fnte»- 
tion  to  state  themaelves  accusers,  they  could  not  take  upon 
them  to  name  pardcular  persons  who  anght  have  been  ceo* 
cemed  in  those  illegal  practices ;  but  who  diey  were  would 
undoubtedly  appear  to  thcnr  lordships  upon  their  taking  the 
proper  examination:  nevertheless,  they  did  humbly  acqumnt 
their  lordships,  that  the  petition  was  laid  before  them  upon 
information,  that  the  list  of  the  sixteen  peers  for  Scotkad 
had  been  framed  previous  to  the  election,  by  persons  in  high 
trust  under  the  crown :  that  this  list  was  shown  to  pe^rSy 
as  a  list  sq»proved  by  die  crown ;  and  was  called  the  king's 
listt  from  which  tiiere  was  to  be  no  vmriation,  onlesa  to 
make  way  for  one  or  two  particular  peers,  on  coMBtion 
tiiey  should  conform  to  measures :  that  peers  were  aolicited 
to  vote  for  this  list,  without  die  liberty  of  making  my 
alteration :  that  endeavours  were  used  to  engage  peers  to 
vote  for  thia  list  by  promise  of  pensions,  and  offices  civil 
and  military  to  themselves  and  relations,  as  well  as  byc^en 
of  money :  that  suma  were  given  for  this  purpose :  that 
pensions,  <yffices,  and  releases  of  debts  owing  to  the  crown 
were  actually  granted  to  peers  who  concurred  in  voting  for 
this  list,  and  to  their  relations :  tiiat  on  the  day  of  election 
a  battalion  of  his  majesty's  troops  were  drawn  op  in  the 
Abbey  court  ^f  Edinburgh,  contrary  to  custom,  and  with« 
out  any  apparent  cause  but  that  of  overawing  die  electors. 
Thia  answer  gave  rise  to  another  violent  dispute ;  but  the 
majority  voted  it  unsatisfactory,  and  the  petition  was  re- 
jected, though  the  resolution  was  clogged  with  a  vigorous 
protest. 
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f  XXV.  Notiridistanding  this  discouragement  the  earl 
of  Abimg/iom  moved,  duit  akhough  the  petition  was.dismiss* 
cioly  Ml  inquiry  might  be  set  on  foot  touching  an  affair  of 
inch  xonseqaence  to  the  liberties  of  the  kingdom.*     The 
ewl  of  Ilay  dedaring  Iits  belief,  that  no  such  illegal  methods 
had  been, practised,  the  other  produced  a  pamphlet,  entitled* 
The  Protests  of  a  great  Number  of  noble  Lords,  entered  by 
tbem  at  the  last  election  of  Peers  for  Scotland.     Exceptions 
being  taiken  to  a  pamphlet,  as  ao  object  unworthy  of  their 
notice,  lord  Bathurst  exhibited  an  authentic  copy  of  those 
protcala,  extracted  from  the  journal  of  that  election,  signed 
fay  thfe  two  principal  clerks,  and  witnessed  by  two  gentlemen 
tben  attending  in  the  lobby*     These  were  accordingly  read,  ' 
4Bd-  plainly  d6mon8tra3:ed  the  truth  of  the  allegations  con- 
tained in  the  petition.     Nothing  could  be*  more  scandalous^ 
arrogant,  and  shamefully  flagrant  than  the   conduct  and 
deportment  of  those  who  acted  the  part  of  understrappers 
to  the  ministry  on  this  occasion.   But  all  this  demonstration, 
adorned  and  enforced  by  the  charms  and  energy  of  elo'* 
qoeace,  was  lik^  preachbg  in  a  desert.     A  motion  was 
luide  for  adjourning,  and  carried  in  the  affirmative :  a  pro- 
test was  entered,  and  the  whole  affair  consigned  to  oblivion. 
Divers  other  motions  were  made  successively  by  the  lords 
in  the  opposition,  and  rejected  by  the  invincible  power  of  a 
nuyctfity.     The  uninterrupted  success  of  the  ministry  did 
not,  however,  prevent  them  from  renewing  the  struggle  as 
oiken  as  an  opportunity  ofiered.     They  disputed  the  con* 
tianation  of  the  salt  tax,  and  the  bill  for  enabling  the  king 
to  apply  the  sum  of  one  million  out  of  the  sinking  fund  for 
the  service  of  the  current  year,  though  success  did  not 
attend  their  endeavours.     They  supported  with  all  their  * 
miglit  a  bill  sent  up  from  the  commons,  explaining  and 
aaaending  an,  act  of  the  Scottish  parliament,  for  preventing 
wrongous  imprisonment,  and  against  undue  delays  in  trials. 
This  was  all  the  natives  of  Scotland  had  in  lieu  of  the 
habeas  corpus  act;  though  it  did  not  screen  them  from 
oppreseion*     Yet  the  earl  of  lUy  undertook  to  prove  they 
were  on  a  footing  with  their  neighbours  of  England  in  this 
respect;  and  the  bill  was  thrown  out  on  a  divuion.     The 
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sesaion  was  closed  on  the  fifteenth  of  May,  when  the  king 
in  his  speech  to  both  houses,  declared,  that  the  plan  of 
pacification  concerted  between  him  and  the  states  goieial 
had  not  produced  the  desired  effect.  He  thanked  the 
commons  for  the  sufiplies  they  had  granted  with  such  cheer- 
fulness  and  despatch.  He  signified  his  intention  to  visit 
his  German  dominions ;  and  told  them  he  should  constitute 
^e  queen  regent  of  the  realm  in  his  absence.  Immediately 
after  the  prorogation  his  majesty  embarked  for  Holland,  in 
his  way  to  Hanover. 

$  XXV I.  By  this  time  the  good  understanding  between 
the  courts  of  Madrid  and  Lisbon  was  destroyed  by 
a  remarkable  incident.  The  Portuguese  ambassador  at 
Madrid  having  allowed  his  servants  to  rescue  a  criminal 
from  the  officers  of  justice,  all  the  servants  concerned  in  that 
rescue  were  dragged  from  his  house  to  prison,  by  the 
Spanish  king's  order,  witli  circumstances  of  rigour  and 
disgrace.  His  Portuguese  majesty  being  informed  of  this 
outrage,  ordered  reprisals  to  be  made  upon  the  servants  of 
the  Spanish  ambassador  in  LibLon.  The  two  ministm 
withdrew  abruptly  to  their  respective  courts.  ITie  two 
monarchs  expressed  their  mutual  resentment.  The  king  of 
Spain  assembled  a  body  of  troops  on  the  frontiers  of  Por- 
tugal; and  his  Portuguese  majesty  had  recourse  to  the 
assistance  of  king  George. .  Don  Marcos  Antonio  d'Alze* 
veda  was  despatched  to  London,  with  the  character  of 
envoy  extraordinary;  and  succeeded  in  his  commission 
acccording  to  his  wish.  In  a  little  time  after  the  king's 
departure  from  England,  sir  }ohn  Norris  sailed  from  Spit- 
head  with  a  powerful  squadron,  in  order  to  protect  the 
Portuguese  against  the  Spaniards ;  and  on  the  ninth  day  of 
June  arrived  at  Lisbon,  where  he  was  welcomed  as  a'ddi- 
verer.  Mr.  Keene,  the  British  envoy  at  the  court  of  Spain, 
had  communicated  to  his  catholic  majesty  the  resolution  of 
his  master  to  send  a  powerful  squadron  to  Lisbon,  with 
orders  to  guard  that  coast  from  insults,  and  secure  the 
Brazil  fleet,  in  which  the  merchants  of  Great  Britmn  were 
deeply  interested.  Don  Joseph  Patinho,  minister  of  his 
catholic  majesty,  delivered  a  memorial  to  Mr.  Xeene,  repre- 
senting, that  6uch  an  expedition  would  affect  the  commerce 
ef  Spain,  by  intimidating  foreign  merchants  from  embarking 
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theb  xmrchandizt  in.  the  flcMa^  Bat,  tn  ail  probabiIit>s  it 
prevented  a  rapture' between  the  two  crowns,  and  disposed 
the  king  of 'Spain  to  listen  to  terms  of  accommodation. 

.     $  XXVIL  The  powers  in  alliance  against  the  hou^e  of 
Aastria,  having  rejected  the  plan  of  pacification  concerted 
by  the  king  of  Great  Britain  and  the  states  general,  Mr. 
Walpole,  ambassador  at  the  Hagae,  presented  a  memorial 
to  their  high  mightinesses,  desiring  they  would,  without 
losi  of  time,  put  themselves  in  a  posture  of  defence  by  an 
augmentation  of  their  forcea  at  sea  .and  land:  that  they 
mtg^.take  such  vigorous  steps  in  concert  with  Great  Britain, 
as  the  future  conjuncture  of  affairs  might  require.     But 
before  they  would  subject  themselves  to  such  expense,  they 
resolved  to  make  further  trial  of  their  influence  with  the 
powers  in  alliance  ag^nst  the  emperor ;  ^  and  conferences 
were  renewed  with  the  ministers  of  those   allies.      The 
affairs  of  Poland  became  more  and  more  unfavourable  to 
the  interest  of  Suntalaus ;.  for  though  a  great  numl>er  of  the 
Polish  nobility  engaged,  in.  a  confederacy  to  support  his 
daim,  and  nuule  repeated  efforts  in  his*  behalf,  th6  palatine 
of  :Kiow  submitted  to  Augustus ;  and  even  his  brother  the 
primate,  after  having  sustained  a  loftg  imprisonment,  and 
many  extraordinary  hardships,  was  obliged  to  acknowledgi: 
ehat'prince  his  sovereign..    In  Italy  the  arms  of  the^ies 
still  cOBtinued:  to  -  prosper...    Don  Carlos  landed  in  Sicily, 
and  reduced  the  whole  island,  almost  > without  opposition  ; 
while  the  Isptperialists  wiire  fiDvced  td  abandon  all  the  terrir 
sorieti  they  possasaed  ia  Ita}}'^,  except  the  Mantuo.     The 
emperor  being  i  qwally  Onable  to.  cope  with   the   FrenA 
'  airmtevon  the  Rhinev  implored  succours  of  die  czarina,  who 
ssnr thirty  thousand  mea  to  his  assistance.   -This  vigorous 
interposition,  and  the  success  of  Aagustus  in  Poland,  dis- 
posed the  court  of  Versailles  to  a  pacification.     A  secret 
negotiation  was  J>egiui  between  France  and  the  house  of 
Austria  |.  and  the  ipreliminaries  were  signed  without  the 
eonctisrence  or   knowledge  :  of  Spain,  Sardinia,   and  the 
maritime,  posters*     In  these  articles  it  was  stipulated,  that^ 
Francs  should,  restore.' all  the  •  conquests  she  had  made  in 
Germany :  that  the  reversion  of  the  dukedom  of  Tuscany 
should  be. vested  in  the  duke  of  Lorraine :  That  Lorraine 
should  be  allotted  to  king  Sl^islaus  ;  and  after  his  death 
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be  united  to  the  orown  of  Fnmce :  thartltt  emperor  should 
possess  the  Milanese,  the  Mantuan^  and  Parma :  that  ihe 
king  of  Sardima  should  enjoy  Vigevano  and  No^ara :  that 
Don  Carlos  should  be  adcnowkdged  king  of  Naples  and 
Sicily,  and  retain  the  island. of  Elba,  with  all  the  Spanidi 
territories  on  the  coast  of  Tuscaoy ;  and  that  France  shoidd 
guarantee  the  pragmatic  sanotion* 

$  XXVIII.  The  king  of  Great  Britain  returned  from 
Hanover  to  England  in  the  month  of  November ;  and  an 
the  fifteendi  day  of  January  opened  the  session  of  parlia- 
ment. On  this  occasion  he  congratulated  them  on  die  near 
prospect  of  a  general  peace  in  Europe,  in  consequence  cf 
the  preliminary  artides  in  which  the  emperor  and  the  king 
of  France  had  agreed;  and  of  which  he  had  expressed 
his  approbation,  as  they  did  not  differ  in  any  essential  point 
from  the  plan  of  pacification  which  he  and  the  states  gene- 
ral had  offie^ed  to  the  belligerent  powers.  He  told  them, 
that  he  had  already  ordered  a  considerable  reduction  to  be 
made  in  his  forces  both  by  sea  and  land;  but  at  the  aame 
time  observed  it  would  be  necessary  tq  continue  .some 
extraordinary  expense,  imtil  a  more  perfect  recondlialibn 
shoukl  be  established  among  the  several  powers  of  Europe. 
An  address  of  thanks  was  unanimously  voted,  presented^ 
and  graciously  received.  After  the  house  had  nreceiv.ed 
several  petitions  from^  diflerenc  comities  and  gentlemen^ 
complaining  of  undue  influence  in  elections  for^membens  of 
parliament^  it  proceeded  to  consider  of  ihe.  8Q|i{ily^  and  air 
Charles  Wager  moving  that  'fifteen  ithoiwand  seamen  rimuM 
^  employed  (for 'the  service  of  the  citeaingyear,  die  .pro* 
posal  was  approved  without  opposition.  ^  :But  this  was  not 
the  case  wi^  a  motion  made  'byt  Mn  Puhen^^  ^^tthat  the 
^^  ordinary  estimate  of  the  navy  isfaould '  be  referred  to  a 
^*  select  committee."  The  miniatpy  discomraged  all  snob 
prying  measures :  a  debate  was  proAsced,  the  house  divi*- 
ded,  and^e  motion  was  rejected.  .  Sucbf'Was  the  fate  of 
a. motion  for  raising  the  supplies  within  Ae  yeaxvfnade  by 
Mr.  Sandys,  and  supported  by  sir  John  Bwnard,  Mc» 
Willimot,  and  other  ipatriots,  wha  demonstrated^  that  4Sb 
•was  a'  speedy  and  practicable  expedient  for  .dischargtdg  the 
national  debt,  lowering  the  interest  ^df  money,  redncing  the 
price  of  labour,  and  enconniging  «  spirit  of  comnleree. 
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•$  XXIX.  The  b9l  fw  bnithig  the  niniib^  of  officers 
in  the  hottie  of  commons  was  sgsin  revived*  The  king 
was  ii^po^red  to  boiTOW  six  h\mdred  thotmiid  pdimds, 
chsrgetible  on  the  sinking  ftrnd^  for  the  service  of  the  ensu* 
hug  year,  though  this  power  ipui  not  easily  granted^  and 
tte  house  resolved  to  hy  a  duty  of  twenty  shsUinga  ^er 
gallon  on  all  sph-ituous  liquors,  after  it  had  appeared  to  the 
commitlee  appointed  for  that  purpose,  that  those  s^iiriis 
were  pernicious  to  the  health  and  morals  of  the  people. 
To  this  resolution  was  added  another,  which  amounted  t^ 
a  total  prohibition,  namely,  that  fifty  pounds  should  he 
yearly  paid  to  his  majesty  for  a  license  to  be  annaally 
taken  out  by  every  person  who  should  vend,  barter,  or 
Utter  any  sudb  spirituous  liquors.  Mn  Waiter  Plumer,  te 
ft  wall  concerted  speech,  moved  for  the  repeal  of  some 
clauses  in  the  test  act :  these  he  represented  su  a  species  df 
persecution,  in  which  protestant  dissenters  were  confounded 
with  the  Roman  catholics  and  enemies  to  the  establishment- 
He  was  sustained  by  lord  Polwarth  and  Mr.  Heatbcote ; 
but  sir  Robert  Walpolo  was  joined  by  Mr.  Shippen  against 
the  motion  as  dangerous  to  the  established  church :  anH 
the  question  being  put,  it  ¥raS  carried  in  the  negative. 
When  sir  Joseph  Jekyll  presented  to  the  house,  according 
to  order,  a  bill  founded  on  the  resolutions  they  had  taken 
figainst  spirituous  liquors,  siir  Robert '  Walpole  acquainted 
:them,  by  his  majesty's  command,  that  as  the  alteratioiis 
proposed  to  be  made  by  that  bill  in  the  duties  charged 
Upon  all  spirituous  liquors  might,  in  a  great  degree,  affect 
some  part  of  the  civil  list  revenues,  his  majesty,  for  the 
sake  of  remedying  so  great  an  evil  as  was  intended  by  that . 
bill  to  be  prevented  did  consent  to  accept  any  other  reve- 
nue of  equal  value,  to  be  settled  and  appropriated  in  lieu 
of  his  interest  in  the  said  duties.*  The  bill  was  read  a 
second  time,  and  consigned  to  a  committee  of  the  whole 
house;  but  that  for  limiting  the  number  of  offices  iii  the 
house  of  commons  was  dirown.  out  at  the  second  reading. 
Petitions  against  the  bill  touching  the  retail  of  spirituous 
liquors,  were  presented  by  the  traders  to  the  British  sugar 
colonies,  by  the   merchants    of    Bristol   and  Liverpool, 
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rejipectirtg  the  hardships  to  which  they  would  be  exposed 
by  a  law  which  '  amounted  to  a  prohibition  of  mm  and 
spirits  distiUad  from  molasses.  In  consequence  of  these 
remonstrances,  a  mitigating  clause  was  inserted  in  favour 
of  the  composition  known  by  the  name  of  punch,  and  d&h 
tillers  were  permitted  to  exercise  any  oilier  employmwit. 
The  sum  of  seventy  thousand  pounds  was  noted  for  making 
good  the  deficiencies  that  might  happen  in  the  civil  list  by 
this  bill,  which  at  length  passed  through  the  ht)use,  thoagh 
tiot  without  reiterated  disputes  and  warm  altercation.  Vio- 
lent opposition  was  likewise  made  to  a  bill  for  the  reHef  of 
the  people  called  Quakers,  who  offered  a  petition,  repre- 
senting, that  t)}ough  from  motives  of  conscience  they 
irefused  the  payment  of  tithes,  church  rates,  oblations,  md 
MTclesiastical  dues,  they  were  exposed  to  grievous  suflernigs 
by  prosecution  in  the  exchequer,  ecclesiastical,  and  other 
courts,  to  the  imprisonment  of  their  persons,  and  the  rain 
of  them  and  their  families.  A  bill  being  prepared  for  their 
relief,  was  read  and  printed :  then  petitions  were  preferred 
against  it  by  the  clet^*  of  Middlesex,  and  of  many  other 
parts  of  the  kingdom.  Counsel  was  heard  in  behalf  of  thost 
petitioners,  and  several  alterations  proposed  in  the  bill, 
which  after  long  and  repeated '  debates  surmounted  all 
opposition,  and  was  sent  up  to  the  lords. 

§  XXX.  In  the  month  of  February  the  king  had  sent 
two  members  of  the  privy  council  to  the  prince  of  Wales, 
with  a  message,  proposing  a  marriage  between  his  royal 
highness  and  the  princess  of  Saxegotha.  The  propMal 
being  agreeable  to  the  prince,  the  marriage  was  celebrated 
on  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  April.  Upon  this  occasion 
Mr.  Pulteney  moved  for  an  address  of  congratulation  to 
his  majesty,  and  was  supported  by  Mr.  George  Lyttleton 
and  Mr.  William  Pitt,  who  seized  this  opportunity  of  pro- 
nouncing elegant  panegyrics  on  the  prince  of  Wales  and 
his  amiable  consort.  These  two  young  members  soon  dis- 
tinguished themselves  ip  the  house  by  their  eloquence  and 
superior  talents.  The  attention  of  the  house  was  after- 
wards converted  to  a  bill  for  the  preventing  of  smuggling; 
and  another  for  explaining  the  act  for  the  more  effectual 
preventing  briber}'  and  cprruption  in  the  election  of  mcra- 
her^  t6  serve  in  parjianient.     Both  made  their  way  through 


tiieloiwer  hobie^  and  were  se|it  up  lo  the  lords  for  their  coth 
ettrrence.     The  number  of  land  forces  voted  for  the  service 
of  the  eurrent  year  was  reduced  to  seventeen  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  four  effective  men*     The  supplies  vere  raised 
by  the  malt  tax,  and  land  tax  at  two  shillings  in  the  pound, 
addnionai  duties  oh  mum,  cider,  and  perry,  stamped  vellum, 
parchment,  and  paper ;  and  by  an  act  empowermg  his  majesty 
•to  borrow  six  hundred  thousand  pounds  from,  the  sinking 
-hsad.     In  this  session  the  parliament  repealed  the  old  sta- 
tutes of  Edigland  and  Scotland  against  conjuration,  witch- 
craft, and  dealing  with  evil  spirits.     The  commons  likewiso 
prepared  a  bill  to  restrain  the  disposition  of  lands  in  Moct^ 
asnin,  whereby  they  became  unalienable.      Against  this 
measure  petitions  were  presented  by  the  two  universities, 
the  colleges  of  Eton,  Winchester,  and  Westminster,  and- 
divers  hospitals  thai  subsbted  by  charitable  donations.     Iti 
.  &vour  of  die  universities  and  colleges  a  particular  exempt* 
kig  clause  was  inserted.     Several  other  amendments  were 
Okade  in  the  bill,  wh^ch  passed  through  both  houses,  and 
obtained  the  royal  assent*     Among  the  acts  |iassed  in  this* 
session^  was  one  for  natnralizing  her  royal  highness  the 
piiaceas  .of  Wales;  and    another    for   building  a  bridge 
across  the  Thames  from  New  Palace  yard,  in  the  city  of. 
Westminster,  to  the  opposite  shore  in  the  county  of  Snr* 
vey.      The  points  chiefly  debated  in  the  house  of  lord^- 
were  the  .address  of  thanks  for  his  majesty's  speech,  the 
Mortmain  Inll,  the  quaker's  bill,  which  was  thrown  out^ 
and  that  for  the  prevention  of  smuggling,  which  did  nol 
pass  without  division  and  protest.     On  the  twentieth  day 
of  May  die  king  closed  the  session  with  a  speech,  in  which- 
hetold  both  houses,  that  a  further  convention,  touching  the. 
execution  of  the  preliminaries,  had  been  made  and  comnm-" 
nicated  to  him  by  the  emperor  and  most  christian  kingr 
and  that  negotiations  were  carrying  on  by  the  several  pow« 
era  engaged  in  the  late  war,  in  order  to  settle  a  geneml 
pacification.     He  expressed  great  concern  at  seeing  such 
seeds  of  dissatisfaction  sown  among  his  people :  he  jj^o* 
tested  it  was  his  desire,  and  should  be  his  care,  to  preserve 
the  present  constitution  in  church  and  state,  as  by  law 
established:  he  recommended  h^mooy  and  mutual  affec« 
pfioi  among  all  protestants  of  the  nation^  as  the  gce%t  sacu- 
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ri^  of  dtat  faaiyy  dstuhlfBhrnf b|  i  aod  eignKed  1m  h 

to  visit  bis  German  dominions*     Accordingly  the  putift* 

ment    was    no    sooner    protogned  .than  he  set  bnt  fior 

Hanover,  after  having  appointejd  th^  fueen  regent  in  h» 

ahoenee. 

$  XXXI.  Such  a  degree  of  iicentsooanesa  {ixevailBd 
orer  the  wh^le  nation,  that  the  kingdom  was  fitted  tntk 
,  tgoiiilt  and  raots,  which  might  have  been  prevented  hy 
proper  regula^ns  of  the  civil  geverament  in  the  dne 
egBsiitttion  of  the  laws.  The  awst  remarkable  of  these 
diat«rbances>  happened  at  Edinburgh,  on  the  seventh  day  oE 
September*  John  Porteoas^  who  commanded  the.  gmnrd: 
paid  hy  tfas^  city^a  man  of  brat^  disposition  and  ahnndea* 
ed  morals,  had^  at  the  exBcuuon  of  a  smuggler,  been  pr»* 
wdyed  by  some  insults  from  the  populace  to  order  Ida  men^ 
wilhoittL.using  the  previous  foraMdittes  of  the  law,  to  fira 
with  %hot  among  the  crowd;  by  which  peec^kaite  order 
several  innocent  persons  loat  their  lives.  Porteous  waa 
tried  fot  murder,  convicted,  and  received  seatenoe- of  deaths 
but  the  queen,  as  guardian  of  the  realm,  thought  proper  to 
indulge  him  with  a  reprieve*  The  common  peo|^e  of 
Sdinburgh  resented  this  lenity  shown  to  a  crindnal)  'what 
was.  the  obfect  of  their  detestation.  They  reoMmbsred 
that '  pardons  bad  been  granted  to  divera  militftry  dalin<* 
<|ucnts  in  that  country,  who  had  been  condemned  by  legal 
tcial*.  They  seemed  to  thipk.  those  were  encouragements 
tp .oppression :  they  were  £red  by  a  national  jealousy;  sbey 
were  stimulated  by  the  relations  and  friends  of  thoae  who 
had  been  murdered :  and  they  resolved  to  wresdc*  their  ven* 
geance  on  the  author  of  that  tragedy,  by  depriving  htm  of 
life  on  the  very  day  which  the  judges  had  fixed  fiir  Ua 
execution*  Thus  determined,  they  assembled  in  diSerent 
IkkUcs,  about  ten  o'clock  at  night,  lliey  bkxked  up  die 
gsae^  of  the  city,  to  prevent  the  admission  of  die  tioopa 
liiati  were  quartered  in  the  suburbs*  They  surprised  and 
dSsaraed  the  town  guards :  they  broke  opeh  .the 
doo^cs  ^dragged  Porteous  from  thence  u>  the  place  of 
obtion  ;*  and,  leaving  him  hang^g  by  the  neck  on  a  dyer's 
pole,  quietly,  dispersed  ti^ their  several  habitMie«Sto  This 
exploit  was  performed  with  such  conduct  and  deliberatiQik 
as  aeemed^to^e  thf^nault  of  a  pbm  formed  bgr  9ome  perw 
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8flB8  a!  conseqlieiice^  it,  therefore,  becafhe  Ae  object  of  # 
vtry  severe  inquiry* 

f  mCXII.  During  this,  sunmier  a  rupture  happened 
between  the  Tuvks  and  tke  Russians,  whidi  last  reduced  the 
city  of  Asoph.  on  the  Black  Sea,  and  overran  the  greatest 
part  «f  Crisi  Tartary.  The  czarina  declared  war  against 
die  OttoflBiaii  porte,  because  the  Tartars  of  the  Crimea  had 
aMde  incursions  upon  her  frontiers;  and  when  she  pom* 
ptatned  of  these  disorderB  to  the  vizir,  she  received  no 
satisfaction;  besides -a  large  body  of  Tartars  had,  by  ordeiP 
of  that  Bmubter,  aiarched  through  the  Russian  provinces  i* 
despite  of  the  empress,  and  committed  terrible  havoc  in 
thctr  route.  The  emperor  was  obliged  to  engage  as  a  partjr 
in  this  war,  by  a  treaty  offensive  and  defensive,  which  he 
had  many  years  before  concluded  with  the  czarina.  Yet, 
before  he  declared  himself,  he  joined  the  maritime  powers 
in  offering  his  mediation  to  the  sultan,  who  was  very  welt 
ittsposed  to  peace  9  but  the  czarina  insisted  upon  her  retaining 
Asoph,  which  her  foices  had  reduced ;  and  this  preliminary 
article  being  rejeOed,  as  dishonourable  to  the  Ottoman  em* 
fire,  the  court  of  .Vienna  began  to  make  preparations  for 
war*  By  this  time  all  the  belligerent  powers  in  Italy  had 
agreed  to  the  preliminaries  of  peace  concltided  between  the 
emperor  and  France.  The  duke  of  Lorraine  had  espoused 
the  emperor's  ddest  daughter,  the  archduchess  Maria 
Theresa,  and  ceded  Lorraine  to  France,-  even  before  Ke 
succeeded  to  Tuscany.  Don  Carlos  was  crowned  king  of 
Sadly:  Stanislaus  abdicated  the  crown  of  Poland;  and 
Augustus  was  uaiversaUy  acknowledged  sovereign  of  that 
JdngdoB.  The  preliminaries  were  approved  and  accepted 
by  the  diet  of  the  empire :  the  king  of  Spain  sent  orders  for 
his  troops  to  evacuate  Tuscany;  and'  the  provinces  in  Italy 
yieMed  to  the  house  of  Austria.  Prince  Eugene,  who, 
had  managed  the  interest  of  the  empeaor  00  this  occasion, 
did  not  Are  tasce  the  happy  fruits  of  his  negotiation.  He 
died,  at  Vienna,  in  April,  at  the*  age  eif  seventy-three, 
bamig  behind' hinr  the  character  of  an  invincible  hero  and 
consummate  pcditician.  He  was  not  long  survived  by 
cooBt  Staremberg,  another  Imperial  general  who  ranked 
next  to  the  prince  in  military  reputation.  About  the  same 
time  Greart  Britain  sustained  a  national  loss  ip  the  death  of 


405  HISTORY  OP  IfiMQLAMD.  tTM. 

lord'  chancellor  Talbot^  who,  by  his  worthy  probity,  and 
-acquired  accomplishments,  had  dignified  the  great  office  to 
which  he  had  been  raised.  He  died  amversatty  lam^ited,. 
in  the  month  of  February,  at  the  age  of  fifty-two;  and  waa 
succeeded  on  the  bench  by  lord  Hardwiclce. 

§  XXXIIL  The  king  being  indisposed,  in  consequence 
of  having. been  fatigued  by  a  very  tempestuous  passage 
from  Holland,  the  parliament  was  prorogued  from  the 
twenty-first  day  of  January  to  the  first  of  February,  aad 
'then  the  session  was  opened  by  commission.  The  lottl 
chancellor,  as  one  of  the  peers  authorized  t^  this  commis- 
sion, made  ^  speech  in  his  majesty's  name  to  both  honass. 
With  respect  to  foreign  affairs,  he  toM  them,  that  .the  respec* 
tive  acts  of  cession  being  exchanged,  and  orders  gtvenfer 
the  evacuation  and  possession  of  the  several  countries  and 
places  by  the  powers  concerned,  according  to  tht  allotment 
and  disposition  of  the  preliminary  articles,  the  gneat  wofk 
of  reestablishing  the  general  tranquillity  was  far  advanced^: 
that,  however,  common  prudence  called  upon  them  to  b^ 
very  attentive  to  the  final  conclusion  of  the  new  settlement 
He  said,  his  m^esty  could  not  without  surprise  and  concent 
observe  the  many  contrivances '  and  attempts  tarried  on,  ia 
various  ahapes,  and  in  different  parts  of  the  nation,  tumulttt* 
Ottsly  to  resist  and  obstruct  the  execution  of  the  laws,  and  to 
violate  the  peace  of  the  kingdom.  He  observed,  that  the  con* 
stderation  of  the  height  to  which  these  audacious  practicea 
-might  rise,  if  not  timely  suppressed,  afforded  a.melaneholy 
prospect,  and  required  particular  attention,  lest  theyishoiiid 
affect  private  persons  in  the  quiet  enjoyment  of  their  pror 
perty,  as  well  as  the  general  peace  and  good  order  of  the 
whole.  After  the  commons  had  agreed  to  an  address,  and 
heard  council  on  some  controverted  elections,  they  prof> 
ceeded  to  take  the  supply  into  consideration.  They  voted 
ten  thousand  men  for  the  sea  service.  They  continued  for 
the  land  service  the  same  number  they. had  maintained  in 
times  of  tranquillity,  amounting  to  sevent^n  thousandsewa 
hundred  and  four;  but  this  measure  was  not  adopted  widi* 
out  opposition ;  the  money  was  raised  by  the  land  and  mealt 
taites,  reinforced  with  one  million  granted  ont  of  the  aittk* 
ing  fund. 


^  XXXIV.  Tbe  chief  •object  of  oosienckm  that  presented 
Uself  in  the  cpiirse  of  this  session,  was  a  motion  which  Mn 
Pokeney  made  for  an  address  to  his  majesty,  that  he  would 
be. pleased  to  settle  one  himdred  thousand  pounds  a  year 
upon  the  prince  of  Wales.  He  represented  that  such  pro« 
▼ision  was  conformaUe  to  the  practice  of  ancient  time :  that 
what  he  proposed  had  been  enjoyed  by  his  present  majesty 
in  &e  lifetime  of  his  father;  and  that  a  settlement  of  tbb 
Bature-  was^  reasonable  and  necessary  to  ascertain  the  inde- 
pendency of  the  apparent  heir  to  the  crown.  The  motion 
was  vigorously  opposed  by  sir  Robert  Walpole,  as  an 
encroachment  on  the  prerogative  \  as  an  officious  intermed- 
dling in  the  king^s  family  affairs ;  and  as  an  effort  to  set 
faia  majesty  and  the  prince  at  variance.  But  a  misunder- 
standing, it  seems,  had  already  happened  in  the  ro3ral 
fismily.  The  minister  in  the  midst  of  his  harangue  told 
the  house,  by  his  majesty's  command,  that  on  the  preceding 
day  the  king  had  sent  a  message  to  the  prince  by  several 
sobkmen  of  the  first  quality,  importing,  that  his  majesty 
had  given  orders  for  setding  a  jointure  upon  the  princess 
of  Wales,  suitable  to  her  high  rank  and  dignity,  which  he 
would  in  a  proper  time  lay  before  parliament,  in  order  to 
be  rendered  more  certain  and  effiectttal :  that  although  his 
royal  highness  had  not  thought  fit,  by  any  application  to 
his  majesty,  to  desire  that  his  allowance  of  fifty  thousand 
pounds  might  be  rendered  less  precarious,  the  king,  to  pre- 
vent Ae  bad  consequences  which  he  apprehended  might 
fcAlow  from  the  undutiful  measures  which  his  majesty  was 
mfermed  the  prince  had  been  advised  to  pursue,  would 
grant  to  his  high  ro3ral  h^^ess,  for  his  majesty's  life,  the  said 
fifty  thousand  pounds  per  annum,  to  be  issued  out  of  the 
civil  list  revenues,  over  and  above  the  prince's  revenues 
arinng  from  the  dutchy  of  Cornwall,  which  his  majesty 
thouglit  a  very  competent  allowance,  considering  his  own 
numerous  issue,  and  the  great  expense  which  did  and  must 
necessarily  attend  an  honourable  provision  for  the  whole 
royal  family;  that  the  prince,  by  a  verbal  answer,  desired 
their  lordships  to  lay  him  with  all  humility  at  his  majesty's 
feet :  to  assure  him  that  he  did,  and  ever  should,  retain  the 
utmost  duty  for  his  royal  person :  that  he  was  very  thankful 
for  any  instance  of  his  majesty's  goodness  to  hiiQ  or  to  the 


prin€e»8^  and  pstliailAify  for  his  fttq^ty^gntcidiift  iaten- 
tipn  of  setdiiig  a  jointure  upon  her.rpyal  hi^mest;  bat»' 
that. as  to  the  message,  the  affair  was  now  out  of.hia  handa^ 
smd,  therefore,  he  could  give  no  ausver  to  it ;  that  his 
i#yal  highueas  afterwards  used  many  dutiful  expressiona 
Awards  his  majesty ;  adding^  ^  Indeed  my  lords,  it  is  in 
^,  other  hands,  and  I  am  sorry  for  it;''  or  words  tm  that 
effect.  Sir  l^jobert  Walpole  thon  endeavoured  to  demoa* 
strata,  'that  the  annual  sum  of  ^fty  thousand  pounds  was  an 
muclly  the  king  could  afford  to  cdlow  for  the  princeV* 
mainp&nce;  and  he  expatiated  upon  the  bad  conaequenoea 
that  mi^t  ensue,  if  the  son  should  be  rendered  altogetiier 
independent  of  the  father* 

^  XXXV«  These  suggestions  did  not  pass  unanswerisd. 
Sir  Robert  Walp^  had  asserted,  that  &e  parliament  had 
no  right  to  interfere  in  the  creation  or  maintenance  of  a 
prince  of  Wales;  and  that  in  the  case  of  Richard  II.  who, 
upon  the  death  of  his  fother  the  black  prince,  was  created 
prince  of  Wales,  in  consequence  of  an  address  «or  petition 
from  parliament,  that  measure  was  in  all  probabili^  direct* 
ed  by  the  king  himself.  In  answer  to  this  assertion  it  was 
observed,  that  probably  the  king  would  not  have  been  so 
forward  in  creating  his  grandson  prince  of  Wales, .if  he  had 
not  been  forced  into  this  step  by  his  parliament ;  for  Ed- 
ward in  his  old  ag^  fell  into  a  sort  of  love  dotage,  and 
gave  himself  entirely  up  to  the  management  of  his  mistress, 
Alice  Pierce,  and  his  second  son,  the  duke  of  Lancaster ; 
a  circumstance  that  raised  a  most  reasonable  jealousy  in  the 
black  prince,  at  that  time  on  his  death  bed,  who  tould  not 
but  be  anxious  about  the  safety  and  right  of  his  only  son, 
whom  be  found  he  was  soon  to  leave  a  child  in  the  bands 
of  a  doating  grandfather,  and  an  ambitions,  aspiring  uncle. 
The  supporters  of  the  motion  observed,  that  the  allowance' 
of  fifty  thousand  pounds  was  not  sufficient  ta  defray  the 
prince's  yearly  expense,  without  allotting  one  shilling  f<Mr 
acts  of  charity  and  mtinificenee ;  and  that  the  several  de* 
ductions  for  land  taxes  and  fees  reduced  it  to  forty-three  - 
thousand  pounds.  They  affirmed,  diat  his  whole  income, 
including  the  revenues  of  the  dutchy  of  Cornwall,  did  not 
exceed  fifty-two  thousand  pounds  a  year,  though,  by  his 
majesty's  own  regulation,  the  expense  of  the  prince's  houses 
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hold  amounted  to  sixty-three  thousand.  They  proved,  that 
the  produce  of  the  civil  list  exceeded  nine  hun(«red  thousand 
pounds,  a  sum  above  one  hundred  thousand  pounds  a  year 
more  than  was  enjoyed  by  his  late  majesty ;  and  that,  in  the 
first  years  of  the  late  king,  the  whole  expense  of  his  house- 
hold and  civil  government  did  not  much  exceed  four  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  pounds  a  year.  They  observed, 
that  the  parliament  added  one  hundred  and  forty  thousand 
pounds  annually  for  acts  of  charity  and  bounty,  together  with 
the  ardcle  of  secret  service  money ;  and  allowed  one  hun- 
dred diousand  pounds  for  the  maintenance  of  the  prince  of 
Wides :  that  the  article  of  secret  service  money  had  prodi- 
giously increased  in  the  late  reign :  by  an  account  which 
happened  to  be  laid  befcnre  the  parliament,  it  appeared  that 
vast  sums  of  money  had  been  given  for  purposes  which 
nobody  understood,  and  to  persons  whom  nobody  knew.  In 
the  beginning  of  the  following  session  seyeral  members  pro- 
posed that  this  extraordinary  account  should  be  taken  into 
consideration ;  but  the  inquiry  was  warded  oif  by  the  other 
parly,  who  declared  that  the  parliament  could  not  examinn 
fliny  account  which  had  been  presented  to  a  former  session* 
The  debate  was  fierce  and  long ;  and  ended  in  a  division, 
by  which  the  motion  was  rejected.  A  motion  of  die  same 
nature  was  made  b}'  lord  Carteret  in  the  house  of  peers,  and 
^ve  rise  to  a  very  keen  dispute,  maintained  by  the  same 
arguments,  and  issuing  in  the  same  termination. 

^  XXXVI.  The  next  remarkable  contest  was  occa- 
sioned by  a  motion  of  sir  R.  Walpole,  who  proposed  the 
sum  of  one  million  should  be  granted  to  his  majesty, 
towards  redeeming  the  like  sum  of  the  increased  capital  of 
the  South  Sea  company,  commonly  called  South  Sea  annui- 
ties. Several  members  argued  for  the  expediency  of  ap^ 
plying  this  sum  to  the  payment  of  the  debt  due  to  the 
bank,  as  part  of  that  incumbrance  was  saddled  with  an 
interest  of  six  per  cent,  whereas  the  interest  paid  (or  the 
other  sums  that  constituted  the  public  debt  did  not  exceed 
four  per  cent.  Many  plausible  arguments  were  offered  on 
both  sides  of  the  question ;  and  at  length  the  motion  was 
carried  in  the  affirmative.  The  house  having  resolved 
itself  into  a  committee  to  consider  of  the  national  debt,  sir 
John  Barnard  made  a  motion,  for  enabling  his  majesty  to 
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taise  money  either  by  the  sak  of  annuities,  or  by  faorrdwing 
ftt  an  interest  not  exceeding  three  per  cent,  to  be  applied 
towards  redeeming  the  South  Sea  annuities ;  and  that  such 
of  the  said  annuitants  as  should  be  inclined  to  subscribe 

^  their  respective  annuities,  should  be  preferred  tO^ll  others. 
He  said,  that  even  those  public  securities  which  bore  an 
interest  of  three  per  eent.  only  were  sold  at  a  premium  in 
Change  alley ;  he  was,  therefore,  persuaded,  that  all  those 
who  were  willing  to  give  a  premium  for  a  three  per  cent 
security  would  gladly  lend  their  money  to  the  government 
at  the  same  interest,  should  books  of  subscription  be  opened 
for  that  purpose,  with  an  assurance  that  no  part  of  4he 
principal  should  be  paid  off  for  fourteen  years.  He  expa« 
tiated  upon  the  national  advantages  that  would  accrue  from 
a  reduction  of  interest*  From  easy  and  obvious  calcula^ 
tions  Jie  inferred,  that  in  a  very  little  time  the  interest  upon 
all  the  South  Sea  annuities  would  be  reduced  from  four  to 
.  three  per  cent,  without  any  danger  to  public  credit,  or 
breach  of  public  faith :  that  then  the  produce  of  the  sink- 
ing fund  would  amount  to  fourteen  hundred  thousand 
pounds  per  annum,  to  be  applied  only  towards  redeeming 
the  capital  of  the  several  trading  companies:  he  proved 
that  this  measure  wpuld  bring  every  one  of  them  so  much 
within  the  power  of  parliament,  that  they  would  be  glad  to 
accept  of  three  per  cent,  interest  on  any  reasonable  terms; 
..in  which  case  the  sinking  fund  would  rise  to  one  million 
six  hundred  thousand  pounds  per  annum.  Then  the  par- 
liament might  venture  to  annihilate  one  half  of  it,  by  free- 

,  iifg  the  people  from  the  taxes  upon  coals,  candles,  soap, 
leather,  and  other  such  impositions  as  lay  heavy  upon  the 
poor  labourers  and  manufacturers ;  the  remaining  part  of 
the  sinking  fund  might  be  applied  towards  the  discharge  of 
thdse  annuities  and  public  debts  which  bore  an  interest  of 
three  per  cent,  only,  and  afterwards  towards  diminishing 
the  capitals  of  the  several  trading  companies  till  the  term 
of  fourteen  years  should  be  expired ;  then  the  sinking  fund 
would  again  amount  to  above  a  million  yearly,  which  would 
be  sufficient  for  paying  them  off,  and  freeing  the  nation 
entirely  from  all  its  encumbrances.  This  salutary  scheme 
was  violently  opposed  by  alderman  Heathcote,  and  other 
partisans  of  the  mi&istry :  yet  sdl  their  objections  were 
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le&ted;  md^  in  ovder  to  defeat  die  project,  tHejrwere 
obliged  to  have  recourse  to  artifice.  Mr*  Wii^ningtoa 
movedt  that  all  the  public  creditors,  as  well  as  the  South 
Sea  aDQuitants,  should  be  comprehended.  Sir  John  Bar* 
oard  demoQstrated,  that  it  might  be  easy  for  the  govenn 
meot  to  borrow  money  at  three  per  cent,  sufficient  for  pay<« 
ing  off  such  of  the  proprietors  of  four-and-twenty  millions 
as  were  not  willing  to  accept  of  that  interest,  bat  it  would 
be  extremely  difficult  to  borrow  enough  to  satisfy  the  pro- 
prietors  of  four-and- forty  millions,  who  might  choose  to 
have  their  principal  rather  than  such  an  interest.  Never** 
theless  resolutions  were  founded  on  this  and  other  altera* 
tions  of  the  original  scheme ;  and  a  bill  was  immediately 
prepared.  It  produced  many  other  debates,  and  was  at  last 
postponed  by  dint  of  ministerial  influence.  .  The  same 
venerable  patriot,  who  projected  this  scheme,  moved  that  as 
soon  as  the  interest  of  all  the  national  redeemable  debt 
should  be  reduced  to  three  per  cent,  the  house  would  take 
off  some  of  the  heavy  taxes  which  oppressed  the  poor  and 
the  manufacturers :  but  this  motion  was  rejected  by  the 
majority. 

$  XXXVII.  The  last  disputes  of  this  sessipn  were 
excited  by  a  bill  sent  down  from  the  lords  for  punishing 
the  magistrates  and  city  of  Edinburgh,  on  account  of  the 
murder  of  John  Porteous.*  In  the  beginning  of  the  ses* 
aion  lord  Carteret  recapitulated  th^  several  tumults  and 
riots  which  had  lately  happened  in  different  parts  of  the 
kingdom.  He  particularly  insisted  upon  the  atrocious 
murder  of  captain  Porteous,  as  a  flagrant  insult  upon  the 
government,  and  a  violation  of  the  public  peace,  so  much 
the  more  dangerous,  as  it  seemed,  to  have  been  concerted 
and  executed  with  deliberation  and  decency.  {le  suspected 
that  some  citizens  of  Edinburgh  had  been  concerned  in  the 
murder,  not  only  from  this  circumstance,  but  likewise  be- 
cause, notwithstanding  the  reward  of  two  hundred  pounds, 
which  had  been  offered  by  proclamation  for  the  discovery  of 
any  person  who  acted  in  that  tragedy,  not  one  individual 
had  as  yet  been  detected.  He  seemed  to  think  that  the 
magistrates  had  encouraged  the  riot,  and  that  the  city  hari 
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^forfeited  its  charter:  and  he  proposed  a  miaute  mquiry  into 
the  particulars  of  the  affair.  He  was  seconded  by  the  duke 
of  Newcasde  and  the  earl  of  Hay :  though  this  last  noble- 
man differed  in  opinion  from  him  with  respect  to  the  char* 
ter  of  the  city,  which,  he  said,  could  not  be  justly  forfeited 
by  the  fault  of  the  magistracy.  The  lords  resolved.  That 
the  magistrates  and  other  persons  from  whom  they  might 
obuin  the  necessary  information  concerning  this  riot  should 
be  ordered  to  attend ;  and,  that  an  address  should  be  pre* 
sented  to  his  majesty  desiring  that  the  different  accounts 
and  papers  relating  to  the  murder  of  captain  Porteous 
might  be  submitted  to  the  perusal  of  the  house.  These  docu- 
ments being  accordingly  examined,  and  all  the  witnesses 
arrived,  including  three  Scottish  judges,  a  debate  arose 
about  the  manner  in  which  these  last  should  be  interrogated, 
whether  at  the  bar,  at  the  table,  or  on  the  woolsacks.  Some 
Scottish  lords  asserted,  that  they  had  a  right  to  be  seated 
next  to  the  judges  of  England :  but  after  a  long  debate  this 
claim  was  rejected,  and  the  judges  of  Scotland  appeared  at 
the  bar  in  their  robes.  A  bill  was  brought  in  to  disable 
Alexander  Wilson,  esquire,  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh,  from 
enjoying  any  oflice  or  place  of  magistracy  in  the  city  of  £din* 
burgh  or  elsewhere  in  Great  Britain ;  for  imprisoning  the  said 
Alexander  Wilson;  for  abolishing  the  guard  of  that  city; 
and  for  taking  away  the  gates  of  the  Nether- Bow- Port,  se 
as  to  open  a  communication  between  the  city  and  suburbs, 
in  which  the  king's  troops  are  quartered.  The  duke  of 
Argyle,  in  arguing  against  this  bill,  said  he  could  not 
think  of  a  proceeding  more  harsh  or  unprecedented  than 
the  present,  as  he  believed  there  was  no  instance  of  the 
whole  weight  of  parliamentary  indignation,  for  such  he 
called  a  proceeding  by  a  bill  ex  postfacto^  falling  upon  any 
single  person,  far  less  upon  any  community  for  crimes  that 
were  within  the  reach  of  the  inferior  courts  of  justice :  for 
this  reason  he  observed,  that  if  the  lord  provost  and  citi- 
zens of  Edinburgh,  should  suffer  in  the  terms  of  the.  pre- 
sent bill,  they  would  suffer  by  a  cruel,  unjust,  and  fantastical 
proceeding ;  a  proceeding  of  which  the  worst  use  mig^t  be 
made,  if  ever  the  nation  should  have  the  misfoi^une  to  fall 
under  a  partial,  self  interested  administration.  He  told 
them  he  sat  in  the  parliament  of  Scotland,  when  that  part 
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df  the  treaty  of  union  relating  to  the  privileges  of  the  royal 
biurgha  was  settled  on  the  same  footing  as  religion,  that  is, 
they  were  made  unalterable  by  any  subsequent  parliament 
of  Great  Britain.  Notwithstanding  the  eloquence  and 
warmth  of  his  remonstrance,  the  bill  was  sent  down  to  the 
house  of  commons,  where  it  produced  a  violent  contest. 
The  commons  set  on  foot  a  severe  scrutiny  into  the  par** 
ticular  circumstance^^  that  preceded  and  attended  the  mur- 
der of  Porteous :  from  the  examination  of  the  witnesses 
it  appeared  that  no  freeman  or  citizen  of  Edinburgh 
was  concerned  in  the  riot,  which  was  chiefly  composed  of 
country  people,  excited  by  the  relations  of  some  unhappy 
persons  whom  Porteous  and  his  men  had  slain  'at  the  exe* 
cution  of  the  smuggler ;  and  these  were  assisted  by  prentice 
boys,  and  the  lowest  class  of  vagabonds  that  happened  to  be 
at  Edinburgh ;  that  the  lord  provost  had  taken  all  the  pre- 
cautions to  prevent  mischief  that  his  reflection  suggested : 
that  he  even  exposed  his  person  to  the  rage  of  the  multi- 
tude, in  his  endeavour  to  disperse  them ;  and  that  if  he  had 
done  amiss,  he  erred  from  want  of  judgment,  rather  than 
from  want  of  inclination  to  protect  the  unhappy  Porteous. 
It  likewise  appeared,  that  Mr.  Lindsay^  member  for  the 
city  of  Edinburgh,  had  gone  in  person  to  general  Moyle, 
commander  of  the  forces  in  North  Britain,  informed  him 
of  the  riot,  implored  his  immediate  assistance,  and  pro- 
mised to  conduct  his  troops  into  the  city ;  and  that  his  stilt 
was  rejected,  because  he  could  not  prbduce  a  written  order 
frbm  the  magistracy,  M'hich  he  neither  could  have  obtained 
in  such  confusion,  nor  ventured  to  carry  about  his  person 
through  the  midst  of  an  enraged  populace.  The  Scottish 
members  exerted  themselves  with  uncommon  vivacity  in 
defence  of  ,their  capital.  They  were  joined  by  sir  John 
Barnard,  lord  Combury,  Mr.  Shippen  and  Mr.  Ogle- 
thorpe* Lord  Polwarth  declared,  that  if  any  gentleman 
would  show  where  one  argument  in  the  charge  against  the 
lord  provost  and  the  city  of  Edinburgh  had  been  proved, 
he  would  that  instant  give  his  vote  for  the  commitment  of 
the  bill.  He  said,  if  gentlemen  would  lay  their  hands  upon 
their  hearts,  and  ask  themselves,  whether  they  would  have 
voted  in  this  manner  had  the  case  of  Edinburgh  been  that 
of  the  city  of  Bristol,  York,  or  Norwich,  be  was  persuaded 


4l4  ^  HISTOBV  QV  BVCLANIX  173^. 

they  would  have  required  that  every  thde  of  die  chaife 
against  them  shoidd  have  been  fulty  and  undeniably  proved* 
Some  amendments  and  mitigatiotts  being  inserted  in  the  UU^ 
it  passed  the  house,  was  sent  back  to  the  lords,  who  agreed 
lo  the  alterations,  and  then  received  the  royal  assent. 

$  XXXVIII.  The  next  effort  of  the  nsinister  was  ob- 
liquely levelled  at  die  liberty  of  the  press,  which  it  was 
much  for  his  interest  to  abridge.  The  errors  of  his  conduct, 
the  mystery  of  that  corruption  which  he  had  so  successfully 
reduced  to  a  system,  and  all  the  blembhes  of  his  adminis« 
tration,  had  been  exposed  and  ridiculed,  not  only  in  polidcsl 
periodical  writings  produced  by  the  most  eminent  hands,  bat 
likewise  in  a  succession  of  theatrical  pieces,  which  met  with 
uncommon  success  among  the  people.  He  either  wanted 
judgntent  to  distinguish  men  of  genius,  or  could  find  noae 
that  would  engage  in  his  service  :  he,  therefore,  eanployed  a 
set  of  wretched  authors,  void  of  understanding  and  ingc» 
nuity.  They  undertook  the  defence  of  his  ministry,  sod 
answered  the  animadversions  of  his  antagonists^  Tbt 
match  was  so  extremely  unequal,  that,  instead  of  jtxstifyiog 
bis  conduct,. they  exposed  it  to  additional  ridicule  and  am* 
tempt;  and  he  saw  himself  in  danger  of  being  despised  by 
the  whole  nation.  He  resolved  to  seize  the  first  opportu* 
nity  to  choak  those  canals  through  which  the  torrent  of 
censure  had  flowed  upon  his  character.  The  manager  of  a 
playhouse  communicated  to  him  a  manuscript  farce,  end- 
lied.  The  Golden  Rump,  which  was  fraught  with  treason  and 
abuse  upon  the  government,  and  had  been  presented  to  die ' 
stage  for  exhibition.  .  This  performance  was  produced  ill 
the  house  of  commons,  l^e  minister  descatited  upon  die 
insolence,  the  malice,  the  immorality,  fmd  the  seditious 
calumny,  which  had  been  of  late  propagated  in  theatrical 
pieces.  A  bill  was  brought  in  to  limit  the  number  of  play- 
houses ;  to  subject  all  dramatic  writers  to  the  inspection  of 
the  lord  chamberlain ;  and  to  compel  them  to  tsike  out  a 
license  for  every  production  before  it  could  appear  on  the 
stage.  Notwithstanding  a  vigourous  opposition  this  Ull 
passed  through  both  houses  with  extraordinary  despatch, 
and  obtained  the  royal  sanction.  In  this  debate  the  earl  of 
Chesterfield  distinguished  himself  by  an  excellent  speech, 
that  wiU  ever  endear  his  character  to  aU  the  friends  oi  ge- 
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nius  and  literature,  to  all  those  whb  are  wanned  with  zeal  for 
the  liberties  of  their  country.  "  Ouir  stage  (said  he)  ought 
**  certainly  to  be  kept  within  due  bounds ;  but,  for  this  pur- 
*^  pose,  our  laws  as  they  stand  at  present  are  sufficient.  If 
*^  our  stageplayers  at  any  time  exceed  those  bounds,  they 
**  ought  to  be  prosecuted ;  they  may  be  punished.  We  have 
^  precedents,  we  have  examples  of  persons  punished  for 
"  things  le^s  criminal  than  some  pieces  which  have  been 
^  lately  represented :  a  new  law  must,  therefore,  be  unne- 
^  cessary ;  and  in  the  present  case  it  cannot  be  unnecessary 
^  without  being  dangerous.  Every  unnecessary  restraint 
^  is  a  fetter  upon  the  legs,  is  a  shackle  upon  the  hands  of 
**  liberty.  One  of  the  greatest  blessings  we  enjoy,  one  of 
^  the  greatest  blessings  a  people  can  enjoy,  is  liberty.  But 
^  every  good  in  this  life  has  its  allay  of  evil.  Licentious- 
^  ness  is  the  allay  of  liberty.  It  is  an  ebuUitiqn,  an  «Kcres-^* 
^  cence ;  it  is  a  speck  upon  the  eye  of  the  political  body, 
^  which  I  can  never  touch  but  with  a  gentle,  with  a 
^  trembling  hand ;  lest  I  destroy  the  body,  lest  I  injure 
^  the  eye  upon  which  it  is  apt  to  appear.  If  the  stage 
*^  becomes  at  any  time  licentious,  if  a  play  appears  to  . 
^  be  a  libel  upon  the  government,  or  upon  any  particular 
^  man,  the  king's  courts  are  open :  the  law  is  sufficient  to 
^  punish  the  offender.  If  poets  and  players  are  to  be  res- 
•*  trained,  let  them  be  restrained  as  other  subjects  are,  by 
*'  the  known  laws  of  their  country :  if  they  offend,  let  them 
^  be  tried  as  every  Englishman  ought  to  be,  by  God  and 
**  their  country.  Do  not  let  us  subject  them  to  the  arbi- 
'*  trary  will  and  pleasure  of  any  one  man.  A.  power  lodged 
^  in  the  hands  of  a  single  man  to  judge  and  determine  with- 
^  out  limitation,  controul,  or  appeal,  is  a  sort  of  power  un- 
^  known  to  our  laws,  inconsistent  with  our  constitution.  It 
*•  is  a  higher,  a  more  absolute  power  than  we  trust  even  to 
^  the  king  himself;  and,  therefore,  I  must  think  we  ought 
^  not  to  vest  any  such  power  in  his  majesty's  lord  cham- 
^  berlain.^  His  arguments  had  no  effect,  though  the  house 
admired  his  elocution ;  and  the  playhouse  bill  passed  into  a 
law.  On  the  twenty-first  day  of  June  the  king  made  a 
short  speech  to  both  houses^  and  the  lord  chancellor  pro- 
rogued the  parliaments] 
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$  L  TAf  Russians  Pake  Oczakow.  §  IL  Death  of  Gas- 
ton  de  Medicis^  Duke  of  Tuscany*  $  III.  Death  of 
Caroline^  ^een  consort  of  England.  $  IV.  Dispute  in 
Parliament  ^about  the  standing  army.  $  V.  Spanish 
depredations.  §  VL  Motives  of  the  minister  for  aoaid* 
ing  a  war.  §  VII.  Address  to  the  King  on  the  snhjeCt 
of  $kerdepredutions.  §  VIII.  Bill  for  securing  the  tradi 
',  of  his  Majesty^s  subjects  in  America.  §  IX.  Debates  in 
the  House  of  Lords.  $  X.  Birth  of  Prince  George. 
Admiral  Haddock  sails  -uyith  a  squadron  to  the  Mediterra- 
nean. §  XI.  Progress  of  the  tear  against  the  Turks. 
§  XII.  Dispute  and  rupture  between  Hanover  and  Den- 
mark. §  XIII.  Sir  Robert  Walpole  extols  the  convene 
lion  in  the  House  of  Commons.  §  XIV.  Motion  for  an 
addresSy  that  the  representations y  letters^  i^c.  relating  to 
the  Spanish  depredations  should  be  laid  before  the  hovse. 
§  XV.  Petitions  against  the  convention.  §  XVI.  Sttb- 
stance  of  that  agreement.  §  XVII.  Debate  in  the 
House  of  Commons  on  the  coyivention.  §  XVIII.  Seces* 
sion  of  the  chiif  members  in  the  opposition.  $  XIX. 
Debate  in  the  house  of  Lords  upon  an  address  to  his 
Majesty  touching  the  CQnvention.  $  XX.  Message  from 
the  throne  touching  a  subsidy  to  Denmark y  and  a  power 
to  augment  the  forces  of  the  kingdom.  $  XXI.  Parlia- 
*ment  prorogued.  §  XXII.  The  King  of  Spain  publishes 
a  manifesto.  §  XXIII.  The  Emperor  and  Czarina  con- 
conclude  a  peace  with  the   Turks.     §  XXIV.  Prepara- 

*  tions  for  war  in  England.  §  XXV.  Apology  in  the 
House  of  Commons  for  the  seceding  members.  §  XXVI« 
Pension  bill  revivedy  and  lo^t.  §  XXVII.  Porto-bello 
taken  by  Admiral  Vernon.  §  XX  VII I.  Hard  frost. 
§  XXIX.  Marriage  of  the  Princess  Mary  to  the  PriJKt 
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Ittdu9.  ^  KXXL  Dtmtk  of  the  Mmpete>  and  Czatintu 
^  XX3U1.  Proctedlng^  in  ParUamiM.  $  XXXIIli 
Seamen^s  bilL  $  XXXIV*  DuKontend  aguimt  the  min* 
utry.  $  XXXV.  AhHonfor  removing  Sir  Robert  Wai- 
foh  fnrm  kia  Majeatift  cwnxAh  and  presence  for  ever* 
$  XXXVL  DeiMe  ou  the  myttMy  HiiL  $  XXXVII. 
ProceeAnga  in  the  Souse  of  Lofd^.  $  XXXVilL  Ckee^ 
of  the  but  eeeehn  ofthu  Pmlidment. 

$  I^  A  CONGRESS  had  been  opened  lit  Mleme^ow 
SBt-Pobnd,  to  compronlise  the  diftftmces  bietweeii  the  t'za^ 
sflMi  and  the  gnmd  sigoor :  but  tbk  pvovbg  in^ectual,  the 
ampenir  declared  war  agaimt  the  Turks^  and  demanded 
awiitaice  fvmn  ibe  diet  of  the  empire.  Re  concerted  tlie 
operalioBs  of  the  campaign  with  the  empress  of  Muscovy« 
It  was  agreedf  that  the  Imperialistfiv  under  count  Secken- 
dorf  should  actack  Wi^n  ki  Servia,  ^hile  the  Russians, 
commanded  by  the  count  de  Munich,  should  penetrate  to 
die  Ukraine^  and  besiege  Oczakow,  on  the  •  BDiistbenes. 
They  accordini^y  advaneed  «gaiast  this  place,  which  was 
garriaooed  by  twenty  thousand  men ;  and  on  the  side  of  the 
BoristbeacB  defended  by  eighteen  galleys.  The  Muscdtritea 
carried  on  their  approaches-  with  such  impetuosity  and 
pcraevenmce,  that  the  Turks  were  terrified  at  their  valour, 
wd  in  a  few  days  capitidated.  Among  those  who  sigba- 
Hscd  themselves  by  uncommon  marka  ol  proweto  in  riiese 
attacks,  wan  general  Keith,  now  fieldmarBbal  in  the  Pmssiail 
aervice^  who  was  daagerously  wonnde^d  en  this  oecasion. 
Meaawhiie  count  Seckendorf,  finding  is  imposslMe.  to 
reduce  Widin  without  a  squadron  of  shipa  <m  dve  Dteube, 
tnned  hb  aross  against  Niasa,  which  was  stt^'eude^ed  t^ 
faiiu  on  the  eight-and*twentietfa  day  of  Juty :  but  thi^  was  di^ 
Archest  verge  of  bis  good  fertuue.  The  l^arks  attacked 
Ae  posts  #hicb  the  Imperialists  occupied  ak>ng  the  DaftiAie. 
They  took  the  fiort  of  PadudiJ,  bmned  the  town  of  Itae  iA 
Wallachia^  and  plundered  the  neigMouriug  vlflages^  The 
pinoe  of  Suae  Hihibuyghaiasen,  whu  had  invested  Bagaa* 
Isck  m  Bosnia,  was  defeated,  and  obliged  to  repass  the 
Saave*  Count  Seckendorf  wssr  recalled  to  Vienna :  and 
Au  command  of  tbu  samtf  devolved  upei^  eMttt  Philippi. 
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Count  Keveabttllor  was  obliged  to  retreat  from  Servia;  aad 
Nissa  was  retaken  by  the  Musaulinen*  The  confereaces 
at  Niemerow  were  broken  off;  and  the  Turkish  pknipo- 
te^ttaries  returned  to  Constandnople. 

$  IL  The  kingdom  of  Poland  now  enjoyed  the  most 
perfect  repose  under  the.  dominion  of  Augustus*  Ferdi* 
nand,  the  aid  duke  of  Courland,  dying  without  issuer  the 
succession  was  disputed  by  the  Teutonic  order  and  the 
kingdom  of  Poland^  while  the  states  of  Courlaod  claimed 
a  right  of  election,  and  sent  deputies  to  Petersburg,  im- 
ploring the  protection  of  the  czarina.  A  body  of  Russian 
troops  immediately  entered  that  country  :  and  the  states 
elected  the  count  de  Biron«  high  chamberlain  to  the  empress 
of  Muscovy.  The  elector  of  Cologn,  as  grand  master  of 
the  Teutonic  order,  protested  against  this  election;  but  the 
king  of  Poland  agreed  to  it,  on  certain  conditions  settled  at 
Dantzick  with  the  commissaries  of  the  new  duke  and  those 
of  the  czarina.  In  the  month  of  July,  John  Gaston  de 
Me^icis,  great  duke  of  Tuscany,  died  at  Florence ;  and 
the  prince  de  Craon  took  possession  of  his  territories,  in 
the  name  of  the  duke  Lorraine,  to  whom  the  emperor  had 
already  granted  the  eventual  investiture  of  that  dutehy. 

,  $  111.  In  England,  the  attention  of  the  public  was 
attracted   by  an  open   breach  in  the  royal  family.     The 

.  princess  of  Wales  had*  advanced  to  the  very  last  month  of 
her  pregnancy  before  the  king  and  queen  were  informed  of 
her  being  with  child.  She  was  twice  conveyed  from  Hamp- 
ton court  to  the  palace  of  St.  James,  when  her  labour 
pains  were  supposed  to  be  approaching ;  and  at  length  was 
delivered  of  a  princess  in  about  two  hours  after  her  arrival* 
The  king  being  apprised  of  this  event,  sent  a  message  by 

,  the  earl  of  Essex  to  the  prince,  expressing  his  displeasure  at 
the  conduct  of  his  royal  highness,  as  an  indignity  otkrtd  to 
himself  and  the  queen.  The  prince  deprecated  his  majesty's 
anger  in  several  submissive  letters,  and  implored  the  queen's 
mediation.  The  princess  joined  her  entreaties  to  those  of 
his  royal  highness:  but  all  their  humility. and  supplicadoa 
proved  ineffectual^  The  king,  in  another  message  sent  by 
the  duke  of  Grafton,  observed,  that  the  prince  had  removed 
the  princess  twice  in  the  week  immediately  preceding  the 
day  of  her  delivery  Sr^m  |he  place  of  his  majes^'s  resi- 
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dence,  in  expectation  of  h<»*  labour :  and  both  liaAeSy  q»  his 
return,  industriously  conceided  from  the  knowledge  of  the 
king  and  queen  every  eircumstance  relating  to  this  impoT'* 
tant  affiitr :  that  at  last)  without  giving  any  notice  to  their 
najesties,  he  had  precipitately  hurried  the  pnocess  from 
Hampton  court,  >in  a  condition  not  to  be  named :  that  the 
whole  tenour  of  his  conduct,  (or  a  considerable  time,  had 
been  so  eirttrely  void  of  all  real  duty  to  the  king,  that  his 
majesty  had  reason  to  be  highly  offended  with  him.  He 
gave  him  to  understand,  that  until  he  should  withdraw  his 
regard  and  confidence  from  those  by  whose  instigation  and 
ndvice  he  was  directed  and  encouraged  in  his  unwiirrantable 
behaviour  to  his  majesty  and  the  queen,  and  return  to  his 
duty,  he  should  not  reside  in  the  palace :  he,  therefore, 
signified  his  pleasure  that  he  should  leave  St.  James's,  with 
aU  his  family,  when  it  could  be  done  without  prejudice  or 
faiconvenience  to  the  princess.  In  obedience  to  this  order  - 
die  prince  retired  to  Kew,  and  made  other  efforts  to  be 
readmitted  into  his  majesty's  favour,  which,  however,  he.< 
could  not  retrieve.  Whatever  might  have  been  bis  design 
in  concealing  so  long  from  the  king  and  queen  the  preg-» 
nancy  of  the  princess,  and  afterwards  hurrying  her  from 
place  to  place  in  sueh  a  condition,  to  the  manifest  hazard 
of  her  Itfe,  his  majesty  had  certainly  cause  to  be  offended 
at  this  part  of  his  conduct:  though  die  punishment  seems 
lo  have  been- severe,  if  not  rigorous ;  for  he  was  not  even 
admitted  into  the  presence  of  die  queen  his  mother,  to 
express  his  duty  to  her,  in  her  last  momenu,  to  implore  her 
forgiveness,  and  receive  her  last  blessing.  She  died  of  a 
mortification  in  her- bowels,  on  the  twentieth  day  of  No« 
vember,  in  the  fifty-fifth  year  of  her  age,  regretted  as  ^ 
princess  of  uncommon  sagaci^,  and  as  a  pattern  of  conju»* 
gal  virtue.  ^ 

$  IV.  The  king  opened  the  session  of  parliament  on 
die  twenty-fourth  day  of  January,  with  a  short  speech 
recommending  the  despatch  of  the  public  business  with 
prudence  and  unanimity.  Each  house  presented  a  Warm 
address  of  condolence  on  the  queen's  death,  with  which  Ke 
seemed  to  be  extremely  affected.  Though  the  house  of 
comnaons  unanimously  sympathized  with  the  king  in  his 
aAiction,  the  mmnter  still  met  with  contradiction  in  some 
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•f  Us  iiroiulle  tnummtB*  Ow  Y^idd  tnigNie  dwt  aR 
tbe  ftrgiimcBto  for  and  f^pRioat «  suiiidaiig  tjwjr  in  tunc  of 
pcAce  had  been  tinmiy  ariiawttedi  biit«f^beii  iiw«i  novci 
ikac  the  annoe  jnimber  of  land  forces  which  they  hnd  voied 
in  the  ptecedipg  year  ahottld  be  continued  in  pay  for  the 
ensuing  year,  the  dispute  was  renewed  wiidi  snrpming 
Tivaciiyt  and  produced  some  reasons  whkh  had  not  been 
suggested  before*  The  adherents  of  the  minister  Csirly 
owned,  that  if  the  army  should  be  dtebanded,  or.even  con- 
ttdernbly  reduced,  they  belieTed  the  tory  interest  would 
prevail :  that  the  present  number  of  forces  was  ahsolvrtely 
necessary  to  maintain  ^e  peace  of  the  kingdom^  whkh  was 
tfkd  with  clamour  and  discontent,  as  wdU  as  to  si]4>port  the 
whig  interest ;  and  that  they  would  VvOte  for  keeping  up 
four  times  |he  number,  should  it  be  found  expodieot  for 
that  purpose.  The  members  in  the  opposi^n  re^ed,  th|t 
this,  declaration  was  a  severe  .satire  on  the  minintry,  whose 
conduct  had  given  hirthr  to  such  a  spirit  of  discontent* 
They  said  it  was  in  efiect  a  tacit  acknowledglneat,  that 
what  they  called  the  whig  interest  was  no  mcN'e  than  an 
inconsiderable  party,  which  had  engrossed  the  administra- 
tion by  indirect  methods;  which  acted  contrary  to  die  sea»s 
ti  the  nationi  and  depended  for  support  upon  a  military 
power,  by  which  the  people  in  general  were  overawed,  and 
consequently  enslaved*  They  affirmed^  that  the  discoatcst 
of  which  the  ministry,  complained  was  in  a  great  mt^ure 
owing  to  that  very  standing  army,  which  perpetuated  their 
taxes,  and  hung  over  their  heads  as  the  instruments  of 
arbitrary  power  and  oppression*  Lord  Polwartb  explained 
the  nature  of  whig  principles,  and  demonstrated  tbnt  tbs 
party  which  distinguished  itself  by  this  appeUation,  no 
longer  retained  the  maxims  by  which  the  whigs  weie 
originally  characterised.  Sir  John  Hynde  Cotton,  arho 
spoke  with  the  courage  and  freedom  of  an  old  Sng^^b 
Ite^n,  deci^redt  he  never  knfw  a  member  of  that  houie, 
who  acted  on  true  whig  principles,  vote  for  a  standing  army 
in  time  qf  peace,  '^  I  have  heard  of  whigs  (said  he)  who 
^^  opposed  all  unlimited  votes  of  credit:  I  have  heard  <tf 
^^  whigs  whb  looked  upon  corruption  as  the  greatest  curis 
♦^  ihat  could  hcfttl  any  nation :  I  have  heard  of  whigs  n*o 
^f  e^fmed  ihc  liberty  of  the  press  to  be  the  aaoit  valanhit 


*^  piirikseof  ft  free  pQople«  and  trieniiud  pMiiaamts  aB  the 
^  greatest  bulwark  of  their  liberties ;  and  I  have  heard  of 
^*  a  whig  ndrntniBtralion  which  has  resented  injuriei^  done  to 
^^  the  tnide  of  the  nation,  and  revenged  insiidts  oiitred  to 
^*  the  British  flag."*^llie  BMniatry  triumphed  as  osoal,  and 
the  same  number  of  forces  was  continued. 

4  V.  £ver  siace  the  treaty  of  $eviUe,  the  Spaniards 
in  Amenos  had  almost  incessantly  insalted  and  distressed 
the  oommerce  of  Great  Britain.  They  dbputed  the  right 
of  Ea§^h  traders  to  cut  logwood  in  the  bay  of  Campeachy, 
nnd  gather  sak  on  the  island  of  Tortugas;  though  that 
light  was  acknowledged  by  impUcation  in  all  the  treaties 
m^kh  had  been  lately  concluded,  between  the  two  nations. 
The  captmns  of  their  aimed  vessels,  kopwn  by  the  name  of 
Gum^  Co0tas,.had  made  a  practice  of  boarding  and  plun- 
jdefing  British  ships,  on  pretence  of  searching  for  contra- 
ijand  commodities,  on  which  occasions  they  had  behaved 
with  the  utmost  insolence,  cruelty^  -  and  rapine.  Some  of 
their  ships, of  war  had  actufdly  attacked  a  fleet  of  English 
mecchaos  ships  at  the  island  of  Tortugas,  as  if  they  had 
been  at  open  enmity  with  England^ .  They^had  seized  and 
detained  a  great  number  of  British  vessels,  imprisoned 
their  crews,  and  confiscated  their  cargoes,  in  violation  of 
treaties,  in  defiance  of  common  justice  and  humanity. 
Repeated  memorials  were  presented  to  the  court  of  Spain, 
by  the  British  ambassador  at  Madrid.  {le  was  amused 
with  evasive  answers,  vague  promises  of  inquiry,  and  cedu- 
hf$  of  instructions  sent  to  the  Spanish  governors  in  Ame- 
liea)  to  which  they  paid  no  sort  of  regards'  Not  but  that 
the  Spaniards  had  reason  to  complain,  in  their  turn,  of  the 
iUicit  commerce  which  the  English  traders  from  Jasiiaica 
and  other  islands  carried  on  with  their  subjects  oh  the  con- 
'  tinent  of  South  America :  though  this  could  not  justify  the 
depredations  and  cruelties  which  die  commanders  of  the 
gimrda  costas  had  committed,  without,  provocation  or- 
pretcnoe. 

$  VI»  The  merchants  of  England  loudly  complained 
df  Aesb  outrages;  the  nation  was  fired  with  resentment, 
and  cried  for  vengeance ;  but  the  minister  appeared  cold, 
pUegmntic,  and  tim<Mt)us.  He  knew  that  a  war  would 
teydve  him  in  such  diiiculties  as  must  of  necessity  endail- 
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ger  his  admiiintratio&.  The  treasure  which  he  now  em- 
ployed for  dooiestic  purposes,  must  in  that  case  be  expended 
in  military  armanients:  die  wheek  of  that  machine  on 
which  he  had  raised  his  influence  would  no  longer  move : 
the  opposition  would  of  consequence  gain  ground,  and  the 
imposition  of  fresh  taxes,  necessary  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  war,  would  fill  up  the  measure  of  popular  resentment 
against  his  person  and  ministry.  Moved  by  these  consi^ 
derations,  he  industriously  endeavoured  to  avoid  a  rupture, 
and  to  obtain  some  sort  of  satisfaction  by  dint  of  menM>rials 
and  negotiations,  in  which  he  betrayed  his  own  fears  to 
such  a  degree,  as  animated  the  Spaniards  to  persist  to  thek* 
depredations,  and  encouraged  the  court  of  Madrid  to  dis- 
regard  the  remonstrances  of  the  British  ambassador.  But 
this  apprehension  of  war  did  not  proceed  from  Spain  only: 
the  two  branches  of  the  house  of  Bourbon  were  now  united 
by  politics,  as  well  as  by  consanguinity ;  and  he  did  not 
doubt  that  in  case  of  a  rupture  with  Spain,  they  wovdd  join 
their  forces  against  Great  Britain.  Petitions  were  delivered 
to  the  house  by  merchants  from  different  parts  of  the  king* 
dom,  explaining  the  repeated  violences  to  which  they  had 
been  exposed,  and  iinploring  relief  of  the  parliament. 
Tliese  were  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  house/ 
and  an  order  was  made  to  admit  the  petitioners,  if  they 
should  think  fit,  to  be  heard  by  themselves  or  by  counsel. 
Sir  John  Barnard  moved  for  an  address  to  the  king,  that 
all  the  memorials  and  papers  relating  to  the  Spanish  deprc- 
dations  should  be  laid  before  the  house;  and  this,  with 
some  alteration  proposed  by  sir  Robert  Walpole,  was 
actually  presented.  In  compliance  with  the  request,  an 
enormous  multitude  of  letters  and  memorials  was  produced. 
$  VI F.  The  house,  in  a  grand  committee,  proceeded 
to  hear  counsel  for  the  merchants,  and  examine  evidence; 
by  which  it  appeared  that  amazing  acts  of  wanton  cruelty 
and  injustice  had  been  perpetrated  b}**  Spaniards  on  the 
subjects  of  Great  Britain.  Mr.  Pulteney  expatiated  upon 
theae  circumstances  of  barbarity.  He  demonstrated,  from 
treaties,  the  right  of  the  British  traders  to  the  logwood  of 
Campeachy,  and  to  the  salt  of  Tortugas ;  he  exposed  the 
pusillanimity  of  the  minister,  and  the  futility  of  his  nego- 
tiations :  he  moved   for  such  resolutions  as  would  evince 
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the  reaontment  of  a&  injured  nation,  and  the  vigour  of  a 
Britbh  parliament.  These  were  warmly  combated  by  sir 
Robert  Walpole^  who  affirmed,  they  would  cramp  the  min- 
isters in  their  endeavours  to  compromise  these  differences : 
that  they  would  frustrate  their  negotia^ons,  intrench  upon 
the  king's  prerogative,  and  precipitate  the  nation  into  an 
unnecessary  and  expensive  war.  Answers  produced  re- 
plies, And  a  general  debate  ensued.  A  resolutipn  was 
Imported;  but  the  question  being  put  for  recommitting  it; 
was  carried  in  the  negative.  The  house,  however,  agreed 
to  an  address,  beseeching  his  majesty  to  use  his  endeavours 
to  obtain  effectual  relief  for  his  injured  subjects,  to  con- 
vince the  court  of  Spain  that  his  majesty  could  no  longer 
suffer  such  constant  and  repeated  insults  and  injuries^  to  be 
carried  on,  to  the  dishonour  of  his  crown,  and  to  the  ruin 
of  his  trading  subjects ;  and  assuring  him,  that  in  case  his 
royal  and  friendly  instances  with  the  catholic  king  should 
miscarry,  the  house  would  effectually  support  his  majesty 
in  takihg  such  measures  as  honour  and  justice  should  make 
it  necessary  for  him  to  pursue.  To  this  address  the  king 
made  a  favourable  answer. 

§  VIII.  The  next  important  subject  on  which  both 
sides  exercised  their  talents,  was  a  bill  prepared- and  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Pulteney,  for  the  mcH'e  effectual  securing  the 
trade  of  his  majesty's  subjects  in  America.*  This  waa 
no  other  than  the  revival  of  part  of  two  acts  passed  in  the 
veign  of  queen  Anne,  by  which  the  property  of  all  prizes 
taken  from  the  enemy  was  vested  in  the  captors :  while  the 
sovereign  was  einpowered  to  grant  commissions  or  charters 
to  any  persons  or  societies,  for  taking  any  ships,  goods, 
harbours,  lands,  or  fortifications,  of  the  nation's- enemies  in 
America,  and  for  holding  and  enjoying  the  same  as  their 
own  property  and  estate  for  ever.  The  ministry  endea- 
voured to  evade  the  discussion  of  this  bill,  by  amusing  the 
house  with  other  business,  until  an  end  should  be  put  to 
the  session.  A  mean  artifice  was  practised  with  this  view ; 
and  some  severe  altercation  passed  between  sir  Robert 
Walpoi^  and  Mr.  Pulteney.  At  length  the  bill  was  read, 
and  gave  rise  to  a  very  long  and  warm  contest,  in  which 
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die  greatest  orators  of  both  Mdes  foand  oppoitimito  to 
display  their  eloquence  and  satire«  Mr.  Pulteoey  delesded 
the  bill  with  all  the  ardour  of  paternal  affection;  but,  not- 
withstanding his  wannest  endeavours,  it  was  rejected  upon 
a  division* 
^  $  IX.  When  the  mutiny  bill  (was  sent  up  to  the  house 
of  lords,  a  long  debate  arose  upon  the  number  of  troops 
voted  for  the  ensuing  year.  Lord  Carteret  explained  the 
situation  of  a&irs,  in  almost  every  nation  of  Europe,  with 
Ijeat  conciseness  and  precision.  He  demonstrated  th«  ' 
imprDbability  of  a  rupture  between  Great  Britun-and  any 
power  against  which  a  land  army  could  be  of  any  service. 
He  examined  the  do,me8tic  circumstances  of  the  nation ; 
and  proved,  that  whatever  discontents  there  might  be  iia 
the  kingdom,  there  was  litde  or  no  disaffectiont  <^  no 
seeming  design  to  overturn  or  disturb  the  government.  Im 
answer  to  an  argument,  that  such  a  number  of  regufav  . 
forces  was  necessary  for  preventing  or  quelling  tumults» 
and  for  enabling  the  civil  magistrate  to  execute  the  linM  of 
his  country,  he  expressed  his  hope  that  he  should  never 
see  the  nation  reduced  to  such  unfortunate  circamstanees  t 
he'  said,  a  law  which  the  civil  power  was  unable  to  exeeutCt 
must  either  be  in  itself  oj^ressive,  or  such  a  one  as  ^ttorA^ 
ed  a  handle  for  oppression^  .  In  arguing  £ot  a  reduction  of 
the  forces  he  took  notice  of  the  great  increase  of.  the  na** 
tional  expense.  He  observed,  that  before  the  revohicioo^ 
the  people  of  England  did  not  raise  above  two^pillions  for 
the  whole  of  the  public  charge ;  but  now  what  was  odled 
the  current  expense,  for  which  the  {larlia^ient  annually  pro* 
vided,  exceeded  that  sum ;  besides  the  civil  list,  the  inteK 
est  due  to  the  puUic  creditors,  and  the  sinking  fund,  whkfa, 
added  together,  composed  a  burden  of  six  millions  yearly. 
The  earl  of  Chesterfield,  on  the  same  subject,  affirmed^  ^ 
that  slavery  and  arbitrary  power  were  the  certa^  conse^ 
quences  of  keeping  up  a  standing  army  for  tey  number  of 
years.  It  is  the  machine  by  which  the  chams  of  slaverf 
are  rivetted  upon  a  free  people.  They  may  be  secretly 
prepared  by  corruption ;  but,  unless  a  standing  anpy  pro* 
cected  those  that  forged  them,  the  people  would  break  them 
asunder,  .and  chop  off  the  polluted  hands  by  which  they 
were  prepared.     By  degrees  a  free  people  must  be  accus- 
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fomed  io  be  governed  by  an  army :  by  degrees  that  army 
must  be'  made  strong  enough  to  hold  them  in  subjection* 
England 'had  for  many  years  been  accustomed  to  a  standi 
ing  army,  mider  pretence  of  its  being  necessary  to  assist 
the  civil  power ;  and  by  degrees  the  number  and  strength 
f>f  it  have  been  increasing.  At  the  accession ,  of  the  late 
king  it  did  not  exceed  six  thousand :  it'  soon  amounted  to 
donUe  that  number,  which  has  been  since  augmented  un^ 
der  varioQs  pretences.  He  therefore  concluded,  that  sbn 
veryy  under  the  disguise  of  an  army  for  protecting  the 
liberties'  of  the  people,  was  creeping  in  upon  them  by  de- 
grees: if  no  reduction  should  be  made,  he  declared  he 
should  expect  in  a  few  years  to  hear  some  minister,  or 
favourite  of  a  minister,  terrifying  the  house  with  imagin-» 
ary  plots  and  invasions,  and  making  the  tour  of  Europe 
in.  search  of  possible  dangers,  to  show  the  necessity  of 
keeping  up  a  mercenary  standing  army,  three  times  as 
pumerous  as  the  present*  In  spite  of  these  suggestionSf 
the  Standing  army  maintained  its  ground. .  The  same  no-* 
blemirn,  assisted  by  lord  Bathurst,  distinguished  themselves 
in  a  debate  upon  the  Spanish  depredations,  which  compre- 
hended the  same  arguments  that  were  used  in  the  house  of 
commons.  They  met  with  the  same  success  in  both. 
Jlesolutions  equivalent  to  those  of  the  lower  house  were 
tdhent  an  address  was  presented;  and  his  majesty  assured 
dsem  he  would  repeat,  in  the  most  pressing  manner,  his 
instances  at  the  court  of  Spain  in  order  to  obtain  satisfac- 
tion and  security  for  his  subjects  trading  to  America* 
This  assurance  was  renewed  in  his  speech  at  the  close  of 
the  session,  on  the  twentieth  of  May,  when  the  parliament 
.wks  prorogued. 

^  X.  At  this  period  the  princess  of  Wales  was  deliv* 
bred  of  a  son^  who  was  baptized  by  the  name  of  George, 
now  king  of  Great  Britain*  His  birth  was  celebrated  with 
uficommon  rejoicings :  addresses  of  congratulation  were 
presented  to  the  king'by  the  two  universities,  and  by  almost 
all  the  cities  and  communities  of  the  kingdom*  But  the 
priAce  of  Wales  still  laboured  under  the  displeasure  of  his 
majesty,  who  had  ordered  the  lord  chamberlain  to  signify- 
in  the  gazette,  that  no  pei-son  who  visited  the  prince-should 
b^  admitted  to  the  court  of  St*  Jame^.     His  royal  higb* 
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ness  -wsis  divested  of  alf  the  external  marks  of  royalty,  and 
lived  like  a  private  gentleilian,  cultivating  the  virtues  of  ft 
social  life,  and  enjoying  the  best  fruits  of  conjugal  felicity. 
In  the  latter  end  of  this  month,  rear*a4miral  Haddock  set 
sail  with  a  strong  squadron  for  the  Mediterranean,  which  it 
was  hoped  would  give  weight  to  the  negotiaiioA  of  the 
Hritish  minister  at  the  court  of  Madrid.  The  act  to  dis- 
courage the  retail  of  spirituous  liquors  had  incensed  the 
populace  to  such  a  degree  as  occasioned  numberless  tumults 
in  the  cities  of  London  and  Westminster.  ITiey  were  so 
addicted  to  the  appellation  of  gin  or  geneva,  that  they  ran 
all  risks  rather  than  forego  it  entirely ;  and  so  little  regard 
was  paid  to  the  law  by  which  it  was  prohibited,  that  in  less 
than  two  years  twelve  thousand  persons  within  the  bilb  of  mor- 
tality were  convicted  of  having  sold  it  illegally.  Nearly 
one  half  of  that  number  were  cast  in  the  penalty  of  one 
hundred  pounds:  and  three  thousand  persons  paid  tea 
pounds  each,  for  an  exemption  from  the  disgrace  of  being 
committed  to  the  house  of  correction. 

§  XI.  The  war  maintained  by  the  emperor  and  the 
czarina  against  the  Ottoman  porte,  had  not  yet  produced 
,  any  decisive  event.  Count  Seckendorf  was  disgraced  and 
confined  on  account  of  his  ill  success  of  the  last  campaign. 
General  Doxat  was  tried  by  a  council  of  war  at  Belgrade^ 
and  condemned  to  death,  for  having  surrendered  to  die 
enemy  the  town  of  Nisa,  in  which  he  commanded.  The. 
diet  of  the  empire  granted  a  subsidy  of  fifty  Homan  months 
to  the  emperor,  who  began  to  make  vigorous  prcparatmns 
for  the  ensuing  campaign:  but,  in  the  mean  time,Kagotski, 
vaivode  of  Transylvania,  revolted  against  the  house  of 
Austria,  and  brought  a  conbiderable  army  into  the  field, 
under  the  protection  of  the  grand  seignior.  He  was  imme- 
diately proclaimed  a  rebel,  and  a  price  set  upon  his  head 
by  the  court  of  Vienna.  The  Turks  tiikiiiig  the  field  early^> 
reduced  the  fort  of  Usitz  and  Meadia,  and  undertook  the 
siege  of  Orsova,  which,  however,  th«y  abandoned  at  the 
approach  of  the  Imperial  army,  commanded  by  the  grand 
duke  of  Tuscany,  assisted  by  count  Konigscgg.  The 
Turks,  being  reinforced,  marched  back,  and  attacked  the 
Imperialists,  by  whom  they  were  repulsed  after  an  obsti* 
n^te  engagement.      The    Germans,  notwithstanding  this 


advai^t^ge,  repassed  the  Danube;  and  thea  the  infidels 
made  themselves  masters  of  Orsova,  where  they  found  a 
fine  train  of  artillery,  designed  for  the  siege  of  Widin.  By 
the  conquest  of  this  place,  the  Turks  laid  the  Danube  open 
to  their  galleys  and  vessels ;  ^d  the  Germans  retired  un- 
4er  the  cannon  of  Belgrade*  •  In  the  Ukraine,  the  Russians 
under  general  count  Munich  obtained  the  advantage  x>ver 
the  Turks  in  two  ^igagements ;  and  general  Lacy  routed 
the  Tartars  of  the  Crimea ;  but  they  returned  in  greater 
numbers,  and  harassed  the  Muscovites  in  such  a  man* 
ner,  by  intercq>ting  their  provisions,  and  destroying  the 
country,  that  they  were  obliged  to  abandon  the  lines  of 
Frecops. 

.  .  §  XII*  In  the  month  of  October,  an  affair  of  very 
small  importance  produced  a  rupture  between  the  king  of 
Denmark  and  the  elector  of  Hanover.  A  detachment  of 
Hanoverians  took  by  assault  the  castle  of  Steinhorst,  be- 
longing to  the  privy  counsellor  Wederkop,  and  defended  by 
thirty  Danish  dragoons,  who  had  received  orders  to  repel 
force  by  force.  Several  men  were -killed  on  both  sides, 
before  the  Hanoverians  could  enter  the  place,  when  the 
garrison  was  disarmed,  and  conducted  to  the  frontiers. 
7his  petty  dispute,  about  a  small  territory  which  did  not 
yield  the  value  of  OAe  thousand  pounds  a  year,  had  well 
nigh  involved  Hanover  in  a  war,  which,  in  all  probability^ 
Great  Britain  must  have  roaint»ned :  but  this  dispute  was 
compromised  by  a  convention  between  the  kings  of  England 
imd  Denmark. 

§  XIII.  The  session  of  parliament  was  opened  on  the 
'first  day  of  February,  when  the  king  in  his  speech  to  both 
houses,  gave  them  to  understand,  that  a  convention  was  con- 
cluded and  ratified  between  him  and  the  king  of  Spain,  who 
had  obliged  himself  to  make  reparation  to  the  British  sub- 
jects for  their  losses,  by  certain  stipulated  payments:  the 
plenipoteotiaries  were  named  and  appointed  for  regulating, 
within  a  limited  time,  all  those  grievances  and  abuses 
which  had  hitherto  interrupted  the  commerce  of  Great  Bri- 
tain in  the  American  seas  ;.and  for  settling  all  matters  in 
dispute,  in  such  a  manner  as  might  for  the'  future  prevent 
and  remove  all  new  causes  and  pretences  of  complaint. 
The  motion  for  an  addresi  of  approbation  was  disputed  as 
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laU     Hiotrgb  the  tonventioti  was  not  yti  laid  before  the 
ise,  the  itature  of  it  was  well  known  to  the  lekdera  of 

oppoakion.     Sir  William  Wyndham  observed,  that  if 

ministry  had  made  the  resc^utions  taken  by  the  parlia* 
nt  in  the  last  session  the  foundation  of  th^ir  dematids  | 
hey  had  discovered  a  resolution  to  break  off  all  treading^ 
her  than  depart  from  the  sense  of  parliament,  either  a 
ensive  treaty  might  have  been  obtained,  or  by  this  tim^ 
:  worst  would  have  been  known :  but^  by  what  appeaned 
m  his  majesty's  speech,  the  convention  was  no  othef 
m  a  preliminary ;  and,  in  all  probability,  a  very  bad  pre^ 
linl^ry*  He  supposed  the  minister  had  ventured  to 
the  some  of  his  creatures  with  full  powers  to  give  op 
;  rights  of  the  nation  ;  for  they  might  do  it  If  they  durst. 

Robert  Walpole,  in  answer  to  theae  suggestions,  affirm- 
f  that  the  ministry  had  on  this  occasion  obtained  more 
tn  ever  on  like  occasions  was  known  to  be  obtained  t 
It  they  had  reconciled  the  peace  of  their  country  with  her 
e  interest :  that  this  peace  was  attended  with  all  the  ad*" 
itages  that  the  most  successful  arms  could  have  pro« 
red :  that  future  ages  would  considef  this  as  the  most 
irious  period  of  our  history,  and  do  justice  to  the  coon*' 
6  that  produced  the  happy  event,  which  every  gentleman 
'ested  of  passion  and  prejudice  was  ready  to  do;  and 
lich,  he  believed,  the  present  age,  when  rightly  informed, 
luld  not  refuse*  In  a  word,  he  extolled  his  own  convene 
n  with  the  most  extravagant  encomiums. 

$  XIV.  The  house  resolved  to  address  the  king,  that 
^ies  of  all  the  memorials,  representation^,  letters,  and 
pers,  presented  to  his  majesty,  or  his  secretary  of  state, 
ating  to  depredations,  should  be  submitted  to  the  perusal 
the  hbuse :  but  some  members  in  the  opposition  were 
t  contented  with  this  resolution.  Then  Mr.  Sandys,  who 
ty  be  termed  the  ^^  motion  maker,"  moved  for  an  ad-' 
;ss,  desiring  thst  the  house  might  inspect  all  letters  writ^ 
r,  and  instructions  given  by  the  secretaries  of  state,  or 
nmissioners  of  the  admiralty,  to  any  of  the  British  go*> 
mors  in  America,  or  any  commander  in  chief,  or  cap* 
ns  of  his  majesty's  ships  of  war,  or  his  majesty's  minia* 

at  the  court  of  Spain,  or  any  of  his  majesty's  consuls  in 
^rope,^  since  the  treaty,  of  Seville^  rtrlatiag  to  the  ioasea 
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trkieh  Che  BAiiOi  infejetts  fctd  mM&At^  hf  mimm,4a  d^ 
ptei^ionB  eommitted  by  the  objects  of  Spdilt  i»^qroptt 
and  Ametita*  This  traft  an  uitrttt«oDttbl«'i]ji^>^al,  8ttg;<^ 
gi&stcd  by  the  tpirit  of  ^  aidaftoaitf  And  latfttolw  •  Mt*#  lt< 
Walpole  ju^y  observed,  that  ii  cbtnptiMite  mink  Mch  M 
address  mi^  lay  open  the  inost.pr)vM^<tt«nsftctkMs'<yf  ^cHe 
cabinet,  and  discover  seerets  that  oOghtv  fi^r  the  good  (if 
Ae  kingdom,  to  be  coneeftled.  It  would  discover  to  th^ 
court  of  Spidn  iht  ultifMttum  of  the  kiogV^Aemtiods  and 
conoessioni,'and'the  nation  ti^onld  dvereby  be^  deprived  of 
tMny  advantages  which  it  might  reap,  *  were  >io  siieh  dis^ 
eovery  mitde.  He  jaid,  that  sO  soon  as  tho-<liilerencies  be'<: 
twist  the  two  courts  should  arrive  at  such  a  crisis,  and  not 
before  the  consuls  were  instructed'  to  give  notice  to  tkd 
tterchants,  that  they  might  retire  in  time  with  their  effeelst 
but  should  such  instruction  come  to  the  knowkdge  of  the 
Spaniards^  it  would  be.  a  kind  of  watchword  to  put  them 
on  dieir  guard,  and  unavoidably  occiision  the  fuiii  of  manV 
thousands  of  British  subjetts.  Certain  it  Is,  no  govem<< 
ment  could  act  either  in  external  or  domestic  affairs  with 
proper  infiuence,  dignity,  and  despatch,  if  every  letter  and 
instruction  relating  to  an  unfinished  negotiation  shouM  b^ 
exposed  to  the  view  of  such  a  numerous  assembly,  com-i 
pOBcd  of  individuals  actuated  by  motives  iri  themselves 
dinmetrically  opposite.  The  motion  being  rejected  hy  the 
majority,  the  same  gentleman  moved  again  (or  an  address, 
tliat  his  majesty  would  give  directions  for  laying  before  the 
house  copies  of  such  memorials  or  representations  as  had 
been  made,  either  to  the  king  of  Spain  or  to  hii  ministers, 
since  the  treaty  of  Seville,  relating  to  the  depredation;} 
committed  in  Europe  or  America.  A  debate  ensued ;  and, 
upon  a  division,  the  question  passed  in  the  negative. 

4  XV.  The  house,  in  a  committee  of  supply,  voted 
twelve  thousand  seamen  for  the  service  of  the  ensiling 
year,  and  the  standing  army  was  continued  without  reduc- 
tion, though  powerfully  attilcked  by  the  whole  strength  of 
the  opposition.  The  commons  likewise  ordered  sin  ad- 
dress to.  his  majesty,  for  the  copies  of  several  memoriah 
since  the  treaty  of  Seville,  touching  the  rights  of  Great 
Britain,  or  any  infraction  of  treaties  which  had  not  been 
laid  before   them.     These  were  accordingly  submitted  to 
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t^e  iiM^{»«tio|i  W  4if>  holiM* .  By  this'  time  the  convemida 
itAeif  ,^9A  pot.. only  prefttoied  to  the  ooaimons,  but  also 
pMb)i^je4  tor,  tha  informittion  qf  the. people*  .  Divers  mer- 
cjiaAlA,  plaj»Aei«,  and  theotb/ers.  trading  to  America^  tii9 
'  cities  ,^  Ldad^n  a&d  BrisU)!*  the  merchants  of.  Liverpool 
and  owt»ers  of  sundry  alups  which  had  becsi  aeis^d  by  tb« 
$p^oiard%i,  oiF^rpd  petitions  against  the.conventiQn«< by  which 
th^  subjeetA  of  Spain  were  so  far  from  giving  up  thek 
gr^Miodless  a^d,  Ufyustifiable  practice  of  visiting  and  search- 
tug  Q^iush  ships  stalling,  to  and  from  the  British  |daiuatioiis« 
that  they  i^pear^d  to  have  claimedthe  power  of  .doing  it. as 
alight:  for  the^  insisted  that  the  differences  which  has 
arisen  concerning  it  should  be  referred  to  plenipotentiaries, 
t»  be  discussed  by  thetn  without  even  agreeing  to  abstain 
from  .sudiv  imitation  >nd  search  during  the*  time  that  the 
d^t^fision  oif  thi»  affi»ir  might. last.  They,  therefore,  pray- 
'i^  itha^il^y  might  have  an. opportunity  of  being  beard,  and 
aUewed  to  represent  the  great;  importance  of  the  British 
trade  to  and. from  the  plantations  in  America;  the  clear 
indisputable  '  right  which  th^y  had,  to  enjoy  it,,  without  be- 
ing stopped,  visited,  or  s^rched  i^y  the  Spaniards,  on  any 
pTreMnce  whatsoever  f  and  (he  certain  inevitable  destruction 
of , all  the  riches  and  strength  derived  to  Great  Britain  ffom 
that  traxle,  if  a  .search  of  British  ships  sailing  to  and  from 
their  x>vn  plantations  should  be  tolerated  upon  any  pretext, 
or  under  any  restrictions,  or  even,  if  the  freedom  of  this 
navigaiion  ahouldf  continue  much  longer  in  a  state  of  ua- 
certainty.  These  petitions  were  referred  to  the  committee 
appointed  to  consider  of  the  convention.  Another  remon- 
strance was  likewise  presented  by  the  trustees  for  establish- 
ing the  colony  of  Georgia,  setting  forth,  that  the  king  of 
Spain  claimed  that  colony  as  part  of  his  territories ;  and 
that  by  the  conventton,  the  reflation  of  the  limits  of  Caro- 
lina and  Florida  was  referred  to  the  determination  of  ple«* 
nipotentiaried ;  so  that  the  colony  of  Georgia,  which  un^ 
douhtedly  belonged  to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,*was  left 
in  dispute,  while  the  settlers  remained  in  the  must  preca* 
rious  and  dangerous  situation.  It  was  mov<;d  that  the 
merchants  should  be  heard  by  their  counsel :  but  the<  propo- 
sal was  strenuously  opposed  by  the-  ministry,  and  rejected 
upon  a  di^nsion. 
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'  f  X VL  TOift  ikihous  toiiVEntiMieoochiAediftt  tkoi  AirAi 
on  the  iburteenth  day  of  Jiinttiiry y  knpoitM'^  dMit#i(liiii  sH 
weeks  to/be  reckoned  frock)  tlie<>dayionr.vikieh  tlMTatifiM^ 
tiohs  were  exchanged^  twornridiflters'plarip^inittacies  dhoifi^ 
tiaeet  at  IVfadrid,  to  coafer^and  fiQillif.i4g«lafler.tbe  roBpecM 
rive  fkretendions  of  the  two  crowm, >  tikbirtlatioto  to  the 
trdde  anA davigation  in  Ameiica'  aadiSuvope^  and'totHe 
Hmits  of  Florida  and  Can^ina,  atwelliwcdnilerntngMyther 
(K>ints  which' remained  likewise  to  betadjiHted,  accondi^g 
to  the  former  treaties  subsisting  bot#e«b' the  two  nations  i  that 
the  plenipotentiaries  shnold  fiailh  thdir  oaafcrences  wtthia 
the  spacfe  ofeig^t  tnoMhs:  'thafcrin  tho'ttiead  thhe  no-pro^ 
gress  should  be  made  iii  the  fcrttficatioii;s;'o£'Ployida'  mad 
Carolina:  that  his  catholic  majes^  shouU^  pay 'tO'ithe 
king  of'  Great  Britain,  the  sdm  of 'hlnetjKfive  thouaasd 
pounds,  ^r  a  balance  due  to  the  croMn  and  sul|adta  of 
Grelt  Bricain,  after*  deduction  madei. of  . Ike  .demands 
of  the  crown*  and  subjects  of  Spain^r  that-  thir  «suai 
ihduld  be  employed  for  the  satisfaction,  discharge^  «M 
payments  of  the  demands  of  the  .British  snbjecfts  upao 
the  crown  of  Sp^in:  that  tlu9  recipmcal  diachai^^ 
however,  should  not' extend  or  relate  to  the  acobuntsand 
dilTerencie^  which  subsisted  aoad  'iwcre  to  be  settled*  be« 
tween  the; crown  of  Spain  and  the  ^Asstento  compaay^  nor 
*to  any  particulhr  or  prrrate  contracts  .that  might  subaiat 
between  either  of  the  two  crowns,  off  •theh'  ministers,'  with 
the  subjects  of  the  other ;  or  between,  the  subjects  and  sul^ 
jects  of  each  nation  reapectively :  that*  his  catholic  majesty 
should  cause  the  sum  of  ninety<*&Ve.thottsaad  pounds  to  be 
{^aid  at  London  within  four  months,  to  be  reckoned  from 
the  day  on  which  the  ratifications  were  exchanged.  Such 
was  the  substance  of  that  convention,  which  alarmed  and 
provoked  the  merchants  and  traders  of  Great  Britain,  exci- 
ted the  indignation  of  all  those  who  retained  any  regard  for 
the  honour  of  their  country,  and  raised  a  general  cry  against 
the  minister  who  stood  at  the  helm  of  administration. 

$  XVII.  llie  eyes  of  the  whole  kingdom  were  now 
turned  upon  the  house  of  commons.  The  two  contending 
parties  summoned  their  whole  force  for  the  approaching  dis- 
pute; on  the  day.  appointed  for  considering  the  convention, 
four  hundred  members  had  taken  their  seats  by  eight  in  the 
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IMOfvAig*  .'In  j4  cofmniMee  of  the:  wholo  fittUsie,  ceftaiii 
WeH  Iii«Ka*aerbb«ata  and  plaott^s  werb  heard  against  the 
(Umvameai  AOiAat  thb  ««db  tkc  .foRdviBg  day  were/em^ 
^feyed  m acadiaip papers^  flMdobtahuitg  informatioo^  v/Oa 
the  eighth  day  of*  Marcb,  Mr.  Hi  Walpole  havinflaunched 
edl  tit  the  praise,  ef/  that  'agreement^  mored  for  anr  addresa 
ef  apprbbatiottide  his  asajeatyi  He  was  seconded  by  Mr<» 
Campbiril,  of  PensbrokrflMre;  ftnd  the  debate  tegan  with 
5»Ktra0rdiiisM*y  aadbar.  lie  who  first  dtstingaisbed  himself 
ki -ther lists  was-* swi Thomas  Sanderson,  at  that  time  trea^ 
surer  to  the  piiaas  ef  W^les,  afterwards  earl.of  Scarbo-> 
roegh* .  All  the  officers  andadhereats  of  his  royal  highness 
had  joined  die<oppositidli  s :  akid  he  himself  od  this  occasicqi 
sab  in  the  gpll^y^:  to  hear  tite  debate  ^on  such  an  important 
fransacrion.  Sir  Thomas  Ssnd^rson  observed^,  that  the 
SfpaotHods  by.  the.  convention;  instead  of  giving  us  rcpara* 
ratteof  had  obliged  ito  to  give  thiem  a  genendreleaae.  They 
had  not»allowttd  the  word  satisfactioe  to  be  so.  much  as  once 
faentioped  in. the  treaty.  £ven  the  Spanish  pirate  wholiad 
csit  off.  the  ear  of  captain*  Jenkins^*  and  used  the  mostinsuk* 
ing:eapressi6n  towards  thc'persda  of  the  king— an  expre^<» 
sioe  which  no  British  isubject-  should 'decend5^repeat««-an 
catprbaiioir  which  no- man  tint  had  a.  regard  for  bis  sove* 
reign  could  ever  fQrgive«^«4even  this  fellow  lived  to  enjoy 
the  fruits  of  his  rapine^  and  rtoaiifed  a  living  ttpstimony* 
of  the  cowardly  taiheeasstand  mean  submission  of  Great 
BUtain  ;  of  the  tridmphant  haughtiness*  and  stuMiom  pride 
of  Spain...  Lord  Gage^  one  of  the  most  keen,  spirited, and 
sarcastic  oratorr  in  the  house,  stated,  in  this  manner  the 

a  Captftfn  Jenkins  was  master  ofa  Scottish  merchant  ship.  ITe  was  hoarded 
hy  thA  capiBin  ofa  S|iaiinh  giuinin««afia,  who  ireated  him  in  tire  nott  bttrbarooi 
manner.  I'he  Spaniards,  aiter  bavinu;  ruraniaged,  hit  veasel  for  what  they  called 
eontitiYmnd  commoditifK,  without  find  trff;  any  tffhie  to  justify  their  search,  insulted 
JeiikiNS  with  tho  most  npparobrioas  invevti^iea.  l'h«>  tore  oflTonc  of  hit  eara^  bid- 
ding hhn  carry  it  to  his  kiug«  and  telt  him  they  wouM  serve  hioa  in  the  same 
manner' should  an  opportunity  oiTar:  they  tortutvd.  iiiiit  with  the  most  shoekiog 
cmetty,  and  tlireateued  him  with  imraediatq  death-  This  roao  was  evamined  at 
the  bar  nf  the  house  of  commons,  and  tieini^  asked  by  a  meniher  what  he  thought 
when  he  foan4  hims^lfin  th«  hand*  of  s«eh  burhariatia^  '<  I  revdqimeadod  my 
^'  aoiU  to  GnU,  said  he,  and  niy  cause  to  mv  oouutij  **  The  behaviour  of  this  brave 
teaman,  the  Kight  nf  his  ear,  whkh  was  produced,  with  his  tiooouiitof  the  indignities 
which  ItMl  bi^n  otUircd  to  the  nation  ami  sovereign  of  Great  Hritaio,  filled  the 
whole  Itnujie  with  indigtifilinn.  Jc^nkins  was  afterwards  employed  in  the  service  oC 
Ihe  KatU  litftia  eon>panT  ;  he  approved  himteif  srorthv  of  hii  good  <brtnneifi« 
long  eiigaKCtucnt  with  the  pirate  Angrta.  during  which  he  behaved  with  extraor- 
ilinary  coui-age  and  conduet:  and  saved  his  own  ship,  with  thr^e  others  that  wert 
XLoier  his  eoavuy. 
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account  of  the  satisfaction  obuuned  from  the  court  of  Spain 
by  the  convention ;  the  losses  sustained  by  the  Spaoiish 
depredations .  aipountei^  to  three  hundred  and  forty  thou-* 
sand  ppunds ;  the  coinmissaiy^  by  a  stxok^  of  his  pen, 
reduced  this  demand  to  two  hundred  thousand  pounds ; 
then  forty-five  thousand  were  struck  off  for  prompt  payment: 
he  next  allotted  sixty  thousand  pounds  as  the  remaining  part 
of  a  debt  pretended  to  be  due  to  Spain,  for  the  deatnacti<Hi 
of  her  fleet  by  sir  Ge6rge  Byng,  though  it  appeared  hy  the 
instructions  on  the  table,  that  Spun  had  been  already  amply 
satisfied  on  that  head :  these  deductions  reduced  the  ImiI- 
ance  to  ninety-five,  thousand  pounds;  but  the  kiQg  of  Spain 
insisted  upon  the  South  Sea  company's  paying  immediately 
the  sum  of  sixty*eight  thousand  pounds,  as  a  debt  due  to 
him  on  one  head  of  accounts,  though,  in  other  articles,  his 
catholic  nuyesty  was  indebted  to  the  .company  a  million  over 
and  above  the  demand :  The  remainder  to  be*  paid  by  Spain 
did  not  exceed  seven-and-twenty  thousand  pounds,  &om 
which  she  insisted  upon  deducting  whatever  she  .might  have 
already  given  in  satisfaction  for  any  of  the  British  ships 
that  had  been  taken ;  and  on  being  allowed  the  value  of  the 
St.  Theresa,  a  Spanish  ship  which  had  been  seised  in  the 
port  of  Dublin.  Mr.  W.  Pitt,  with  an  energy  of  argument 
and  diction  peculiar  to  himself^  declaimed  against  the  con? 
ventioh,  as  insecure,  unsatisfactory,  and  dishonourable  to 
Great  Britain.  He  said  the  great  national  objection,  the 
searching  of  British  ships,  was  not  admitted,  indeed,  in  the 
preamble ;  but  stood  there  as  the  reproach  of  the  whole,  as 
the  strongest  evidence  of  the  fatal  submission  that  followed : 
on  the  part  of  Spain,  an  usurpation,  an  inhuman  tyranny 
claimed  and  exercised  over  the  American  seas :  on  the  part 
of  England,  an  undoubted  right  by  treaties,  and  from  God 
and  nature  declared  and  asserted  in  the  resolutions  of  par- 
liament; were  now  referred  to  the  discussion^  of  plenipo*» 
tentiaries,  upon  one  and  the  same  equal  foot.  This  un^ 
doubted  right  was  to  be  discussed  and  regulated  i  and  if  to 
riegulate  be  to  prescribe  rules,  as  in  all  construction  it  is, 
that  right  ,was,  by  the  express  words  of  .the  convention,  to 
be  given  up  and  sacrificed  :•  for  it  must  cease  to  be  any 
thing  firom  the  moment  it  is  submitted  to  limitation.  Mr« 
J^yttelton,  with  equal  force  and  fluency,  answered  th^ 
Vol.  H.  I  i  i 
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^eeh  df  Mtc  H.  Walpote.  ''  Afw  be  baui  used  mmy 
^  Ayguflienu  to  ptrsMde  us  to  petce  (fidkd  he)  to  aay  feaoe, 
^  good  or  b«d>  by  poteinig  out  tbe  daagera  of  a  wan  daa- 
'*  ger»  I  bjrno  iAeaii6  aHow  to  be  such  as  he  repr^aenu 
*^  thefity  he  croiroed  aU  those  terrors  with  tbe  uaiue  of  the 
*^  pretendeiy  It  would  be  the  cause  of  the  pretender* 
^  The  preteuder  would  come*  Is  the  hoaoimble  gen* 
^  deauMi  seasible  what  this  language  imports  ^  The  peo- 
*^ple  of  England  complain  of  the  greatest  wrongs 
**  and  indignkiss :  they  comphua  (^  the  mserruption,  the 
'^  destruetion  of  their  trade :  they  think  the  peace  has 
^  leA  them  hi  a  worse  condition  than  before :  and  m  answer 
^  to  9A  these  comphkinr^  what  ore  they  told  i  Why,  that 
*^  their  continuing  to  suffer  dl  this,  is  the  price  they  must 
^  pay  (»  keep  the  king  and  his  family  on  the  throne  of  these 
^  reafais*  If  this  were  true,  it  ought  not  to  be  owned :  Irat 
^^  it  is  far  from  truth ;  the  vety  reverse  is  true*  Nodiing  can 
**  weaken  the  family  $  nothing  shake  the  establialmient,  but 
^  snch  measures  as  these  and  such  language  as  tfais.'^  He 
aftrmed  that  if  the  ministers  hadi  proceeded  coaformaUyio 
the  intentions  of  parliament,  they  would  either  have  acted 
with  vigour,  or  have  obtained  a  real  security  in  an  express 
acknowledgement  of  our  right  not  to  be  searched  as  a  pre* 
liminary,  sineffia  9ien,  to  our  treating  at  alU  Instead  of  this, 
they  had  referred  it  to  plenipotentiaries.  ^^  Woikld  you, 
^  sir,  (said  he)  submit  to  a  reference^  whether  you  may 
^^  travel  uni|u>lested  from  ypor  house  in  town  to  your  bouse 
^  imthe  country?  Your  right  is  clear  and  undeniable,  why 
^^  would  you  have  it  discussed  ?  but  much  less  would  you 
^  refer  it,  if  two  of  your  judges  belonged  to  a  gang  which 
^^  has  often  stopped  and  robbed  you  in  your  way  thidier 
^^  before»"-~The  ministers,  in  vindication  of  the  convention, 
asserted,  that  the  satisfaction  granted  by  Spain  was  ade- 
quate to  the  ^injury  received :  that  it  was  only  the  prelim* 
inary  of  a\rea^  which  would  remove  all  causes  of  complaint ; 
that  war  was  always  expensive  and  detrimental  to  a  trading 
n^on,  as  well  as  uncertain  in  its  events :  that  France  and 
Spain  would  certainly  join  their  forces'  in  case  of  a  rupture 
with  Great  Britain :  that  there  was  not  one  power  in  Europe 
upon  which  the  English  could  depend  for  eiPeetual  assis- 
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taiice ;  and  that  war  irouU  favour  dw  cause  and  designs  tf 
a  popish  pratenden  The  house  upon  a  drvisioa,  agreed  to 
the  address ;  but  when  a  nsotkm  was  made  for  its  being 
i^comsnitt^d,  the  two  parties  renewed  the  engagenent  with 
redoubled  eagerness  and  impetuosity.  Sir  William  Wynd^ 
ham  aod«Mr«  Pukeney  poured  all  die  thunder  of  their  elo- 
quence against  the  insolence  of  Spain,  and  die  concessions' 
of  the  British  ministry*  Sir  Robert  Walp<^e  exerted  all  his 
fbrtitttde  and  dexterity  in  defence  of  himself  and  his  mea- 
aures^  and  the  question  being  put,  the  resolutions  for  the 
address. were  carried  by  a  small  majority. 

$  XVIII.  Then  sir  Wittiam  Wyndham,  standhig  up, 
made  n  pathetic  remonstrance  upon  this  determination. 
^^  This  address  (said  he)  i%  intended  to  convince  mankind, 
^^  that  the  treaty  under  our  consideration  is  a  reasonable 
^*  and  an  honourable  treaty.  But  if  a  majority  of  twenty* 
^*  eight  in  such  a  foU  house  should  fail  of  that  success ;  if 
^^  the  people  should  not  implicitly  resign  their  reason  to  a 
*^  voee  of  this  house,  what  wOl  be  the  consequence  i  Will 
^  not  Hut  parliament  lose  its  auidiority  i  Will  it  not  be 
*^  thought,  that  even  ia  the  parliament  we  are  governed  by 
^^  a  faction  {  and  what  the  consequence  of  this  may  be,  I 
^^  leave  to  those  gentlemen  to  consider,  who  are  now  to  give 
(^^  their  vote  for  this  address:  for  my  own  part,  I  wiH 
^  trouble  you  no  more,  but,  with  these  my  last  words,  I 
*^  aino^ly  pray  to  Almighty  God,  who  has  so  often  won- 
^^  derfttlly  protected  these  kingdoms,  that  he  will  graciously 
^^  continue  his  protection  over  them,  by  preserviBg  us  fiwm 
^  that  impea^ng  danger  which  threatens  the  nation  from 
^^  without,  and  likewise  from  that  impending  danger  which 
^^  threatens  our  constitution  from  withiii."  The  minister 
was  on  this  occasion  deserted  by  his  usual  temper,  and 
even  provoked  into  personal  abuse.  ,  He  declared,  that  the 
geatlwiaa  who  was  now  the  mouth  of  his  opponents  had 
been  looked  upon  as  the  head  of  those  traitors^  who  twenty- 
ive  years  before  conspired  the  destruction  of  their  coitntiy 
and  of  the  n^al  fiunily,  in  order  to  set  a  pqpish  pretender 
upon  the  throne :  that  he  was  seized  by  the  vigilance  of  the 
then  government,  and  pardoned  by  its  clemency,  but  all  the 
use  he  had  ungtatefuUy  made  of  that  clemency,  was  to 
qualify  himself  according  to  law,  that  he  aad  his  party 
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itoight  some  time  or  other  have  an  opportunity  to  overthrow 
all  lav.  He  brmded  them  all  as  traitors,  and  expressed 
his  hope,  that  their  behaviour  would  unite  all  the  true 
friends  of  the  present  happy  establishment.  To  such*  a 
degree  of  mutual  animosity  were  both  sides  inflamed,  that 
the  most  eminent  members  of  the  minority  actually  retired 
from  parliament ;  and  were  by  the  nation  in  general  revered 
asi  martyrs  to  the  liberty  of  the  people. 

$  XIX.  The  dispute  occasioned  by  the  convention  in 
the  house  of  lords,  vras  maintained  with  equal  warmth,  and 
'perhaps  with  more  abilities.  After  this  famous  treaty  had 
been  considered,  lord  Carteret  suggested,  that  possibly  one 
of  the  oontraaing  powers  had  presented  a  protest  or  decla- 
raiidn,  'importing  that  she  acceded  to  such  or  such  a  mea- 
sure, only  upon  condition  that  the  terms  of  that  protest  or 
declaratioa  should  be  made  good.  He  said,  that  until  his 
mind  should  be  free  from  the  most  distant  suspicion  that 
isueh  a  paper  might  exist  in  the  present  case,  he  could  not 
form  a  just  opinion  of  the  transaction  himself,  orcommuni- 
cf  te  to  their  lordships  any  light  which  might  be  necessary 
for  that  purpose.  *  The  adherents  to  the  ministry  endea- 
voured to  evade  his  curiosity  in  this  particular,  by  general 
assertiona :  but  he  insisted  on  his  suspicion  with  such  per- 
aetserance,  that  at  length  the  ministry  produced  the  copy  of 
a  declaration  made  by  the  king  of  Spain  before  he  ratified 
^be  convention,  signifying  that  his  catholic  majesty  reserved 
tt)  himself,  in  its  full  force,  the  right  of  being  able  to  sus- 
pend the.  assiento  of  negroes,  in  case  the  foropany  should 
not  pay  within  a  short  time  the  sum  of  sixty**eight  Uiousand 
pounds  sterling;,  owing  to  Spain  on  the  duty  of  negroes,  or 
on  the  profit  of  the  ship  Caroline :  that  under  the  \'alidity 
andibrqc  of  this  protest,  the  signing  of  the' said  convention 
migbt'be  proceeded  on,  and  in  no  other  manner*  In  the 
debate  that  ensued,  lord  Carteret  displayed  a  surprising 
extent  of  poUueal  knowledge,  recommended  by  all  the  graces 
^  eloeution,  chaste,  pure,  dignified,  and  delicate.  Lord 
Jifotbttrst  argued  against  the  articles  of  convention  with  his 
usMal  Bpnntv  integrity,  and  good  sense,  particularly  animated 
by  an  honest  indignation  which  the  wrotags  of  his  country 
had  inspired.  The  earl  of  Chesterfield  atucked  this  inglo- 
rious  measure  with  all  the  weight  of  argument,  and  all  the 
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poignancy  of  fliitire.  The  duke  of  Argfk,  no  longer  a 
partisan  of  the  ministr}',  inveighed  against  it  as  infamous, 
treacherous,  and  destructtve,  with  all  die  iire,  impetuosity, 
and  enthusiasm  of  declamation.  It  )vas  defended  with  one* 
qual  arms  by  the  duke  of  Newcasde,  the  earl  of  Cholmon- 
deley,  lord  •  Hervey,  die  lord  chanceUor,  the  bishop  of 
Salisbury,  and  in  particular  by  the  earl  of  Day,  a  nobleman 
of  extensive  capacity  and  uncommon  erudition  i  rmnarka- 
Me  for  his  knowledge  of  the  civ:il  law,  and  seemingly  formed 
by  nature  for  a  politician ;  coo^  discerning,  plausHile,  artfid, 
and  enterprising,  staunch  to  the  minister,  and  invariably 
true  to  his  own  interest*  The  dispute  was  learned;  long, 
and  obstinate :  but  ended  as  usual  in  the  discomfiture  of 
those  who  had  stigmatized  the  treaty.  The  house  agreed 
to  an  address,  in  which  they  thanked  his  majesty  for  his 
gracious  condescension  in  laying  before  them  the  conven* 
tion.  They  acknowledged  his  great  poiidence  in.  bringing 
the  demands  of  his  subjects  for  their  past  losses,  which  had 
been  so  long  depending,  to  a  final  adjustment ;  in  procuring 
an  express  stipulation  for  a  speedy  payment ;  and  in  laying 
a  foundation  for  accomplishing  the  great  and  desirable  ends 
of  obtaining  future  security:  and  preserving  the  peace 
between  the  two  nations.  They  declared  their  confidence 
in  his  royal  wisdom,  that  in  the  treaty  to  be  concluded  in 
pursuance  of  the  convention,  proper  provisions  would  be 
made  for  die  redress  of  the  grievances  of  which  the  nation 
had  so  jusdy  complained:  they  assured  his  majesty,  that 
in  case  his  just  expectaHions  should  not  be  answered,  the 
house  would  heartily  and  zealously  concur  in  all  such  mea- 
sures as  should  be  necessaxy  to  vindicate  his  majesty's 
honour,  and  to  preserve  to  his.  subjects  the  full  enjoyment 
of  all  those  righto  to  which  they  were  endtled  by  treaQr  and 
the  law  of  nations.  This  was  an  hard  won  victory.  At 
the  head  of  those  who  voted  against  the  address  we  find  the 
prince  of  Wales.  His  example  was  followed  by  six  dukes, 
two-and^twenty  earls,  four  viscounts,  eighteen  barons,  four 
bishops ;  and  their  party  was  reinforced  by  sixteen  proxies. 
A  spirited  protest  was  entered  and  subscribed  by  nine-and- 
thirty  peers,  comprehending  all  the  noblemen  of  the  king- 
dom  #ho  were  most  eminent  for  their  talento,  integrity,  and 
virtue. 
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$  XX*  A  ineasage  having  been  delivered  to  the  house 
from  his  majestj,*  importing,  that  he  had  snckd  iiine*aiid- 
thirty  thoasaod  pounds  per  annum  on  the  younger  children 
of  the  royal  family;  and  desiring  their  lordships  woiiU 
bring  in  a  bill  to  enable  his  majiesty  to  make 'that  p^viaion 
good^  out  of  the  -hereditary  revenues  of  the  crown,  some 
lords  in  the  opposition  observed  that  the- next  heir  to  the 
etown  might  look  upon  this  setdeasent  aa  a  mortgage  of  hb 
revenue,  which  a  parliament  had  no  power  to  make :  thac 
formerly  no  daughter  of  the  royal  famify  was  ever  provided 
for  by  parliament;  except  the  eldest,  and  that  never  was  by 
way  of  annuity,  but  an  express  provitton  of  a  determinate 
sum  of  money  paid  by  way  of  dowly.     These  objections 
were  overruled ;  and  the  house  complied  with  his  majes- 
ty's request*     Then  the  duke  of  Newcastle  produced  a  sub- 
sidy treaty,  by  which  his  majesty  obliged  himself  to  pay  to 
the  king  of  Oenmaric  seventy  thousand  pounds  per  annum* 
on  condition  of  the  Dane's  furnishing  to  his  Britannic 
nuyesty  a  body  of  six  thousand  men,  when  demanded*     At 
the  same  time,  his  grace  delivered  a  message  from  the 
king,  desiring  the.  house  would  enable  him  to  fulfil  this 
engagement :  and  also  to  raise  what  money  ai\d  troops  the 
exigency  of  affairs,  during  the  approaching  recess,  mijfbt 
require.     Another  vehement  dispute  arose  from^  this  pro-- 
posal»     With  respect  to  the  treaty,  lord  Carteret  observed, 
that  no  use  could  be  made  of  the  Danish  troops  in  any 
expedition  undertaken  against  Spain,  because  it  was  atipu- 
lated  in  the  treaty,  that  they  should  not  be  used  eithet  in 
Italy,  or  on  board  of  the  fleet,  or  be  transported  in  whole 
or  in  part  beyond  sea,  after  they,  should  have  marched  out 
of  the  territories'  of  Denmark,  except  for  the  defence  of  the 
kingdoms  of  Gvreat  Britain  and  Ireland  t  nay,  should  France 
join  against  the  £nglish,  the  Danes  could  not  act  against 
that  power  or  Spain,  except  as  .part  of  an  army  formed  in 
Germany  or  Flanders*     This  body  of  Danes  may  be  said, 
therefore,'  to  have  been  retained  for  the  defence  and  protec-^ 
tionof  Hanover:  or,  if  the  interest  of  Britain  was  at  all 
consulted  in  the  treaty,  it  must  have  been  in  preventing  the 
Danes  from  joining  their  fleets  to  those  of  France  and. 

*  An.  1799. 
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Spaiiw  Him.  ke  aligned  against  the  aeeoiid  part  of  the 
message  #iU&  grt^tvirwcity*  He  siiid  nothing  ceiUd  be 
more  dangeitms  td  the  constitution  dian  a  general  and 
4mlinitted  vote  of  credit*  Such  a  demand  our  ancestors 
"iroald  hare  heard  with  amasement,  and  rejected  with  scorn. 
He  affirmed  that  ^e  practice  was  but  of  modem  date  in 
England :  that  it  was  never  heard  of  before  the  revolution; 
and  sever  became  frequent  mitil  the  nation  was  blessed 
with  the  present  wise  administration*  He  said,  if  ever  a 
general  vote  of  credit  and  confidence  should  become  a  cus- 
tonuuy  conipHment  from  the  parliament  to  the  crown  at 
the'  end  of  every  sesticML,  X)t  as  often  as  the  minister  might 
thmk  fit  to  desire  ]t»  parliaments  would  grow  despicable  in 
the  eyes  of  the  people :  then  a  proclamation  might  be  easily 
atibstitated  in  its  atead,  and  happy  would  it  be  for  the  nation 
if  that  shottld  be  sufficient ;  for  when  a  parliament  ceases  to 
be  a  check  upon  ministers,  it  becomes  an  useless  and  unne«- 
cessary  burden  on  the  peo^e.  The  representatives  hiust 
always  be  paid  some  way  or  other :  if  their  wages  are  not 
paid  openly  aikd  surely  by  their  respective  constituents,  as 
they  were  formerly,  a  majority  of  them  may  in  future 
times  be  always  ready  to  accept  of  wages  from  the  admin- 
istration, and  these  must  come  out  of  the  pockets  of  the 
people.  The  duke  of  Argyk  and  the  earl  of  Chesterfield 
eldarged  ,upon  the  same  topics*  .  Nevertheless,  the  house 
complied  with  the  message ;  and  presented  an  address,  in 
which  they^  not  only  aj^roved  of  the  treaty  wiih  Denmark, 
but  likewise  assured  his  nuijesty  they  would  concur  with  his 
measureSf  and  support  him  in  fulfilling  his  engagements^  as 
weU  as  in  making  such  further  augmenution  of  his  forces 
by  sea  and  land,  as  he  shouUi. think  necessary  for  the  honour, 
interest,  and  safety  of  these  kingdoms* 

$  XXI*  The  same  message  being  communicated  to  the 
commons,  they  vottd  seventy  thousand  five  hundred  and 
eighty^three  pounds,  for  the  subsidy  to  Denmark,  arid  five 
hundred  thousand  pounds  for  augmenting  the  forces  on  any 
emergency*  As  Great  Britain  stood  engaged  by  the  con- 
vention to  pay  the  crown  of  ^ain  the  sum  of  sixty  thou- 
sand pounds  in  consideration  of  the  ships  taken  and 
destroyed  by  sir  George  B)*ng,  which  sum  was  to  be  appli- 
ed to  the  relief  of  the  British  merchants  who  had  sufTei'ed 
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by  the  Spanish  depredations,  the  commoiis  ntserted  in  a 
bill  a  clause,  providiog  for  this  sum  to-be  paid  by.dbe  par- 
Jiament.  When  the  bill  was  read  in  the  bouse  of  lords  a 
motion  was  made  hy  lord  Bathurst  for  an  address,- to  know, 
whether  Spain  had  paid  the  money  stipulated  by  the  con- 
vention, as  the  time  limited  for  the  payment  of  it  was  now 
expired.  '  The  duke  of  Newcastle,  by  his  majesty's  permis- 
sion, acquainted  the  house  that  it  was  not  paid;  and  that 
Spain  had  as  yet  given  no  reason  for  the  non-payment. 
Then  a  day  was  appointed  to  consider  the  state  of  the 
nation,  when  lord  Carteret  moved  for  a  resolution,  that  the 
failure  of  Spain  in  this  particul^  was  a  breach  of  the  con* 
vcntion,  a  high  indignity  to  his  majesty,  and  an  injustice 
to  the  nation :  but,  after  a  %varm  debate,  this  motion  was 
overruled  by  the  majority.  The  minister,  in  order  to  atone 
in  some  measure  for  the  unpopular  step  he  had  taken  in  the 
convention,  allowed  a  salutary  law  to  pass  ibr  the  encour- 
agement of  the  woollen  manufacture:  and  two  bills  in 
behalf  of  the  sugar  colonies,  one  permitting  them,  for  a 
limited  time,  to  export  their  produce  directly  to  foreign 
parts,  tmder  proper  restrictions:  and  the  other  making 
more  effectual  provisions  for  securing  the  duties  laid  upon 
the  importation  of  foreign  sugars,  rum,  and  molasses  into 
Great  Britain,  and  his  majesty's  plantations  in  America. 
The  supplies  being  voted,  the  funds  established,  and  the 
crown  gratified  in  every  particular,  the  king  dosed  the  ses- 
sion with  a  speech  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  June,  wfaen^the 
chancellor  in  his  majest^^'s  name  prorogued  the  pariiament.'' 
'  $  XXII.  Letters  of  marque  and  reprisal  were  granted 
against  the  Spaniards :  a  promotion  was  made  of  general 
officers :  the  troops  were  augmented  :  a  great  fleet  was 
assembled  at'Spithead;  a  reinforcement  sent  out  to  admiral 

b  Amonc  the  laws  erknctcd  in  the  course  of  this  session  was  an  act  agaiaBC 
gurafaie,  whi(3i  had  become  univcnwl  thi-oaeh  all  ranks  of  i»copie,  and  fikcly  to 
prove  dei^-actirc  of  all  morals,  uidustT}',  and  sontinient,  Anotlicr  hill  pasKd,  for 
gi-antlng  a  rcwanl  to  Joanna  Stevens,  on  hep  discovering,  for  the  benefit  of  th^ 
puliUpy  a  noBtnim  for  the  care  of  persons  uillietcd  Midi  the  stone;  a  medidDe 
which  has  by  no  means  answ  creel  the  expectations  of  the  legislature. 

In  the  house  of  lonis  complaint  was  made  by  lord  IJelawar  of  a  ntire,  enti- 
tled, Manners,  afittcn  by  Mr.  Whitehead ;  la  -which  some  eharaeters  of •disUnetjoa 
were  severely  lashed,  in  tlic  true  spirit  of  poetrv.  It  was  viited  a  libel ;  a  motion 
vas  ms^e  to  take  the  author  into  custody;  but  he  having  whhdrawn  himself,  tli« 
resentment  of  the  house  fell  upon  K.  Dotlsl^y,  the  ptibliKhcr  of  the  work,  who  was 
committed  to  the  usher  of  theblack  rod,  though  Linrr'nrlorct,  the  cari  of  Abin^> 
don,  and  lord  Talbot,  spoke  in  bis  behalf. 
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HaMMock ;  Md  an  Mibatgo  laid  a»  aU  an^sdiaat  aliip»  oM* 
vavd  bound*  Noiwithalaodiag  tb«s«  preparations  of  war» 
Mr»  Ke«B  th«  Briti«h  mia^r  at  MacUid^  declared  to  fhc 
Q0\xn  of  SpaaiH  that  hia  OMater^  although  he  had  permitted 
hia  aubjeoa  to  make  reprisals,  would  not  be  uuderstood  ia 
have  broken  the  peace ;  and  that  this  penaission  would  bf 
recalled  aa  aoon  as  hia  catholic  majesty  should  be  disposed 
to  make  the  satisfaction  which  had  been  ao  justly  demanded* 
He  was  given  tp  understand,  thai  the  king  of  Spain  looke4 
upon  those  reprisals  as  act^  of  hostility ;  and  that  he  hop«;d^ 
with  the  asaistance  of  heaven  and  hia  allies^  he  should  be 
able  |o  support  a  good  cause  against  bis  adversaries.  He 
published  a  manifesto  in  justification  of  his  own  conduct^ 
complaining  that  admiral  Haddock  had  received  orders  ta 
cruise  with  his  squadron  between  the  capes  St*  Vincent 
and  St.  Mary,  in  order  to  surprise  the  Assogue  ships;;  that 
letters  of.  reprisal  had  been  published  at  London  in  aa 
indecent  style,  and  even  carried  into  execution  in  different 
parts  of  the  world.  He  excused  his  non  payment  of  th^ 
ninety- five  thousand  pounds  stipulated  in  the  convention,  by 
affirming  that  the  British  court  had  first  contravened  the 
articles  of  that  treaty,  by  the  orders  sent  to  Haddock ;  by 
continuing  to  fortify  Georgia ;  by  reinforcing  the  squadrou 
jit  Jamaica ;  and  by  eluding  the  payment  of  the  sixty-eight 
thousand  pounds  due  to  Spain  from  the  South  Sea  companyi 
on  the  assiento  for  negroes.  The  French  ambassador  at  the 
Hague,  declared  that  the  king  his  master  was  obliged  by 
treaties  to  assist  his  catholic  majesty  by  sea  and  land,  in 
case  he  should  be  attacked ;  he  dissuaded  the  states  general 
from  espousing  the  quarrel  of  Great  Britain;  az^d  thej 
assured  him  they  would  observe  a  strict  neutrality,  though 
they  could  not  avoid  furnishing  his  Britannic  msyesty  with 
such  succours  as  he  could  demand,  by  virtue  of  the  treaties.* 
subsisting  between  the  two  powers*  The  people  of  England 
were  inspired  with  uncommon  alacrity  at.  the  near  prospect 
of  war,  for  which  they  had  so  long  clamoured ;  and  the 
ministry  seeing  it  unavoidable,  began  to  be  earo^  an4 
effectual  in  their  preparations. 

^  4  XXIII..  The  eventi  of  war  w^e  still  unfavourable 
to  the  emperor.     He  had,  bestowed  the  command  of  his 
furmy  upon  velt  mareschal  count  Wallis,  who  assenibled  bif 
Vol.  II.  K  k  k 
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Ibrces  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Belgrade;  tnd  advancedt 
towards  Crotska,  where  he  was  attacked  by  the  Turks  wiA 
such  impetuosity  and  perseverance,  that  he  was  obliged  to 
give  ground,  after  a^  long  and  obstinate  engagement,  in 
which  he  lost  above  six  thousand  men.  The  eari  of  Craw* 
ford,  who  served  as  a  volunteer  in  the  Imperial  army,  sig- 
nalized his  courage  in  an  extraordinary  manner  on  this 
occasion,  and  received  a  dangerous  wound,  of  which  he 
never  perfectly  recovered.  The  Turks  were  afterwards 
worsteid  at  Jabouka,  nevertheless,  their  grand  army  invested 
Belgrade  on  the  side  of  Servia,  and  carrUd  on  the  opera- 
tions of  the  siege  with  extraordinary  vigodr*  The  em- 
peror, dreading  the  loss  of  this  place,  seemg  his  iioances 
exhausted,  and  his  army  considerably  dimmished,  consented 
to  a  negotiation  for  peace,  which  was  transacted  under  the 
mediation  of  the  French  ambassador  at  the  Ottoman  Porte* 
The  count  de  Neuperg,  as  Imperial  plenipotentiary,  signed 
the  preliminaries  on  the  first  day  of  September.  They 
were  ratified  by  the  emperor,  though  he  pretended  to  be 
dissatisfied  with  the  articles ;  and  declared  that  his  minister 
had  exceeded  his  powers.  By  this  treaty  the  house  of 
Austria  ceded  to  the  grand  seignior,  Belgrade,  Sabatz, 
Serx'ia,.  Austrian  Wallachia,  the  isle  and  fortress  of  Orsova, 
with  the  fort  of  St.  Elizabeth ;  and  the  contracting  powers 
agreed  that  the  Danube  and  the  Saave  should  serve  as 
boundaries  to  the  two  empires.  The  emperor  published  a 
.  circular  letter,  addressed  to  his  ministers  at  all  the  courts 
in  Europe,  blaming  count  Wallis  for  the  bad  success  of  the 
last  campaign,  and  disowning  the  negotiations  of  count 
Neuperg ;  nay,  these  two  officers  were  actually  disgraced, 
and  confined  in  diiFerent  castles.  Tlus,  however,  was  no 
other  than  a  sacrifice  to  the  resentment  of  the  czarina,  who 
loudly  complained,  that  the  emperor  had  concluded  a  sepa- 
rate peace,  contrary  to  his  engagements  with  the  Russian 
empire.  Her  general,  count  Munich,  had  obtained  a  vic- 
tory over  the  Turks  at  Choczim  in  Moldavia,  and  made 
himself  master  of  that  place,  in  which  he  found  two  hun- 
dred pieces  of  artillery  :  but  the  country  was  so^uined  bj 
the  incursions  of  the  Tartars,  that  the  Muscovites  could 
not  subsist  in  it  during  the  winter.  Ilie  czarina,  finding 
herself  abandoned  by  the  emperor,  and  tmable  to  cope  with 
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the  whole  power  of  the  Ottottan  ^empire,  took  the  first 
opporeunity  of  putting  an  end  to  the  wttr  upon  hon^^urabfe 
terms.  After  a  short  negotiation,  the  conferences  ended 
in  a  treaty,  by  which  she  was,  left  in  possession  of  Asoph, 
on  condition  that  its  fortifications  should  be  demolished : 
and  the  ancient  limits  were  reestablished  between  the  two^^ 
empires* 

$  XXIV.  A  rapture  between  Great  Britain  and  Spain 
was  now  become  inevitable.  The  English  squadron  in  the 
Mediterranean  had  already  made  prize  of  two  rich  Caracca 
ships.  The  king  had  issued  orders  for  augmenting  his 
land  forces,  and  raising  a  body  of  inarines :  and  a  great 
number  of  shijys  of  war  were  put  in  commission.  Admiral 
Verhoq  had  been  sent  to  the  West  Indies,  to  assume  the 
command  of  the  squadron  in  those  seas ;  and  to  annoy  the  . 
trade  and  settlements  of  the  Spaniards.  This  gentleman^ 
had  rendered  himself  considerable  in  the  house  of  coni- 
mens,  by  loudly  condemning  all  the  measures  of  the  minis- 
try, and  bluntly  speaking  his  sentiments,  whatever  they 
were,  without  respect  of  persons,  and  sometimes  without 
any  regard  to  decorum.  He  was  counted  a  good  officer, 
and  this  boisterous  manner  seemed  to  enhance  his  charac- 
ter. As  he  had  once  cotAmanded  a  squadron  in  Jamaica, 
he  was  perfectly  well  acquainted  with  those  seas ;  and  in  a 
debate  upon  the  Spanish  depredations,  he  chanced  to  affirm, 
that  Porto  Bello  on  the  Spanish  main  might  be  easily  taken : 
nay,  he  ^ ven  undertook  to  reduce  it  with  six  ships  only. 
This  oifer  was  echoed  from  the  mouths  of  all  the  members 
in  the  opposition.  Vernon  was  extolled  as  another  Drake  ^ 
or  Raleigh :  he  became  the  idol  of  a  party,  and  his  praise 
resounded  from  all  corners  of  the  kingdom.  The  minister, 
in  order  to  appease  the  clamours  of  the  people  on  this 
•ubjectf'^seht  him  as  commander  in  chief  to  the  West  Indies. 
'  He  was  pleased  with  an  opportunity  to  remove  such  a 
troublesome  censor  from  the  house  nf  commons ;  and, 
perhaps,  he  was  not  without  hope,  that  Vernon  would  dit* 
grace  himself  and  his  party,  by  failing  ,in  the  exploit  he 
iiad  undertaken.  His  catholic  majesty  having  ordered  all 
the  British  shipt  in  his  harbours  to  be  seized  and  detained, 
the  king  of  England*  wvM  keep  measures  with  him  np 
ftiiger,  but  denoundM  waar  against  him  on  the  twenty^third 
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Jistiy  of  Odlo^n  Mfmy  it$tfUh  mcfckanis  iMgw  to  cqd^ 
yrivaite^rs,  aii4  Hrm  thi^  trftdimg  TesMlt ;  Co  protect  thdi 
9WD  commerce,  9s  iPf U  99  toi  dMtrc«a  Au  of  the  enenjr* 
The  aesfioii  of  parliamevi  wm  opened  in  November^  ^^ma 
th«  king,  ia  hi*  sptecti  to^  both  bouees,  declared^  tlttt  be  had 
^ugme^tpd  bis  force*  by  «f«  and  bmd,  ptmuaat  to  die 
power  vested  in  him  by  parliament  for  the  security  of  hb 
don^Hiions,  the  protection  of  tr%^^  and  ibe  annoyance  of 
thfe  enemy ;  and  be  expressed  bJb  appreheniioii,  that  the 
.  heats  and  animosities,  wbicb  bad  been  indttatamtsly  ftn 
mented  througho«H  the  kingdom*  encouraged  Spain  to  act 
in  such  g.  manm^r  ^  rendered  it  necessary  for  him.  to  baane 
recourse  tp  ann*f  In  answer  tp  tbia  apeech,  afieotioBftl* 
a(4dres§e#  were  pr^^nted.  by  boA  bouaea^  vithoiKt  anf 
cqnaiderab)e  opposition. 

^  liXV.  The  seceding  members  bad  again  resmned 
dii^ir  sea(s  in  tbj?  hpuse  of  commons ;  and  Mr*  Pukettejr 
thPMg^t  proper  to  vindipate  the  eiitraordinary  step  wUdb 
th^y  had  UikeHr.  iin  said^  they  thought  that  atep  was 
l^e<^<sssj^ry,  asr  ^flUirs  then  SlQod,  for  dearisir  ^^i*  d»^ 
Eftcters  to.  pQsterit}!  frqm.  the  impuMtlion  of  sitting  in  an 
assembly,  vfhp^  ^  df terminer  majority  gave  a.  aanctaon  t0 
mea^or^  evidently  tq  the  disgrace  <^  his  majnaty  and 
ihp  n$|tion.  (j(e  observed,  that  their  condiiet  waa  m 
f^Hy  ji:^»tified  by  the;  dficJIJN^tion  of  waf  against  Spain^  that 
a^y  further  vindication,  voiiild  he  aviperfluoua.;  far  eyei^ 
assertion  contaiiied  in  it  hftd  been  almost  in  the  aam*  woida 
insisted  upon  ^y  those:  who  opposed  tha  ccmtanlMia: 
^  every  sentence  in.  it  (added  be)  is  an  echo  of  iriiai 
^^  was  ss^id  ip  our  reasonings  against,  that  trea^.:  eivetjr 
^^  positive  truth  which  the  declaratioo  lays  down^  waa^n:^ 
^*  nied  with  the  utmost  confidence,  by  those  who  spofa^  for 
"  the  convention  i  zfid  sincie  that  time,  the«e  baa  nflfb  on* 
^^event  h;^ppened  which  was  npt.  then- foreseen.  aadrfoMb- 
^^  told."  Hie  prop^sed>  t^at  in  maiiiUtninfl^  ^^  aini^.  th* 
S^^ish  s^tkmcnts  ip  the  West:  Ijodies  should  hft  atindMdri 
m^d  that  the  ministry  should  not  have  die  poMwr  lQigiya^a(§ 
^  conquests  tb^  might  be  mMe«  He  said,  he  bfiamil|^ 
wished,  for  hif  n^^j^sty's  hpnpur^wd  servise,  that  nctteai^ 
tion  had  been  m^de  of  heats  mid  .4MiiiMsttiea  i»  tbe  king^ 
sgfech;  and  g^ve  t)>9^hi^  opinio^  tlint.they  should: 


no  liodee  of  •that  ehmse  in  their  address*  He  was  amsw^r^ 
cd  by  sir  Robert  Walpok,  who  took  occasion  to  say,  lie 
\  in  na  greait  coocem  lest  the  service  of  his  majesty  or  the 
on  should  suffer  by  the  absence  of  diose  members  who 
kad  quitted  the  home :  he  affirmed,  the  nation  was  generally 
acssfUe,  (hat  the  many  useful  and  poptdar  acts  wliidi  pas- 
sed towards  the  end  of  the  last  session,  were  greatly  for- 
warded and  ^Militated  by  the  secession  of  those  gentlemen ; 
and^  if  they  were  returned  only  to  oppose  and  perplex,  he 
should  not  be  at  all  seiry  tosee  them  secede  again. 

^  XXVI.  Mr.  Pulteney  revived  the  bill  which  he  had 
fMrmerly  pvepared  for  the  (encouragement  of  seamen.  '^Af- 
tsr  a  loiig  dispute,  and  eager  opposition  by  the  ministry,  it 
yasaed  both  chouses,  and  obtained  the  royal  assent.  Mr. 
Sandys  having  observed  that  there  could  be  no  immediate 
use  for  a  great  number  of  forces  in  the  kingdom ;  and  ex- 
plained how  litde  service  coutd  be  expected  from  raw  and 
«Bdiaeiptiaed  mini ;  proposed  an  address  to  the  king,  de- 
airidg  that  the  body  of  marines  should  be  composed  <if 
droits  irom  the  old  regiments:  that  as  few  officers  shotM 
be  i^poittted  as  die  nature  of  the  case  would  permit ;  and 
ht  expressed  his  hope,  tliat  the  house  would  rccomatiend 
Ihia  method  to  his  majesty,  in  tender  compassion  to  his 
people,  already  burdened  with  m«iy  heavy  and  gncvuf» 
taKes*  This  scheme  was  repugnant  to  the  intention  of  ffftt 
nunistry^  whose  aim  was  to  increase  the  number  of  tbeir 
dependents,  and  extend  their  parliamentary  interest,  by 
-gpwntsog  a  great  number  of  o^mmissions.  The  proposal 
waa*,  therefore,  aAer  a  long  debate,  rejected  by  the  majority. 
Motions  were  made  for  an  inquiry  i<ito  die  conduct  of 
diose  who  concluded  the  convention ;  but  they  were  over- 
raled.^  The  pension  bill  was  revived,  and  so  powerfuHy 
aopported  by  the  eloquence  of  sir  WSliam  Wyndham*,  IMk. 
Pubeney,  and  Mr.  Lyttleton,  riiat  it  made  ks  way  through 
the-c— imans  to  the  upper  house,  where  itwaa  again  Ibstupon 
n^division,  after  a  very  long  debate.  As  tlie  seamen  of  the 
kingdom  expressed  uncommon  avarsion  to  the  service  of 
tfas^veramenit,  and  die  fleet,  could  not  be  manned  without 
§raat  difficulty^  die  ministry  prepared  a  bill  whfeh'  was 
knmght  imby  air  €hBi4es  Wkger,  fer  registering  ail  sea- 
nMtanatn^  and^  liglHermen-,  througbouf  Ms 
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majesty^s  dominions.  Had  this  bill  passed  into  a  kw^  « 
British  sailor  would  have  been  reduced  to  the  most  abject 
degree  of  slavery :  had  he  removed  from  a  certain  distriei 
allotted  for  the  place  of  his  residence,  he  would  have  beoi 
deemed  a  deserter,  and  punished  accordingly :  he  must 
have  appeared,  when  summoned,  at  all  hazards,  whatever 
might  have  been  the  circumstances  of  his  family,  or  the 
state  of  his  private  aiFairs :  had  he  been  incumbered  with 
debt,  he  must  either  have  incurred  Ahe  penalties  of  this  law, 
or  lain  at  the  mercy  of  his  creditors :  had  he  acquired  by 
industry,  or  received  by  inheritance,  an  ample  fortune,  he 
would  have  been  liable  to  be  torn  from  his  possi^askms,  and 
subjected  to  hardships  which  no  man  would  endure  but 
-from  the  sense  of  fear  or  indigence.  The  bill  was  so 
vigorously  opposed  by  sir  John  Barnard  and  others,  as  a 
flagrant  encroachment  on  the  liberties  of  the  people,  diat 
the  house  rejected  it  on  the  second  reading. 

$  XXVII.  The  king  having  by  message  communicated 
to  the  house  his  intention  of  disposing  the  princesa  Mary  in 
marriage  to  prince  Frederic  of  Hesse ;  and  expressing  his 
hope,  that  the  commons  would  enable  him  to  give  a  suitable 
'  portion  to  his  daughter,  they  unanimously  resolved  to  grant 
forty  thousand  pounds  for  that  purpose ;  and  presented  an 
address  of  thanks  to  his  majesty^  for  having  communicated 
to  the  house  this  intended  marriage.  On  the  thirteenth 
day  of  March  a  ship  arrived  from  the  West  Indies,  des* 
patched  by  admiral  Vernon,  with  an  account  of  his  having 
taken  Porto  Bello,  on  the  isthmus  of  Darien,  with  six  ships 
only,  and  demolished  all  the  fortifications  of  the  place. 
The  Spaniards  acted  with  such  pusillanimity  on  this  occa- 
sion, that  their  forts  were  taken  sdmost  without  bloodshed. 
The  two  houses /of  pafliament  joined  in  an  address  .of  con- 
gratulation upon  this  success  of  his  majesty's  arms ;  and 
the  nation  in  general  was  wonder^Uy  elated  by  an  exploit 
which  was  magnified  much  above  its  merit*  The  commons 
granted  every  thing  the  crown  thought  proper  to  demand. 
They  provided  for  eight-and-twenty  thousand  land  forces, 
besides  six  thousand  marines.  They  enabled  his  mafesty 
to  equip  a  very  powerful  navy :  they  voted  the  subsidy  to 
the  king  of  Denmark ;  and  they  empowered  their  sovereign 
to  defray  certain  extraordinary  expenses  not  specif  in  the 
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tsAmditB*  ^  To>  answer  these  ancomiiKm  grants,  they  im- 
posed «  land  tax  of  four  shillings  in  the  pound:  and 
enabled  his  majesty  to  deduct  twelve  hundred  thousand 
pounds  from  the  sinking  fund ;  in  a  word,  the  expense  of 
the  war,  during  the  course  of  the  ensuing  year,  amounted  to 
about  four  millions.  The  session  was  closed  on  the  twenty- 
ninth  day  of  April,  when  the  king  thanked  the  commons  for 
the  supplies  they  had  so  liberally  granted,  and  recommended 
union  and  moderation  to  both  houses* 

$  XXVIIL  During  the  greatest  part  of  diis  winter,  the 
poor  had  been  grievously  afflicted  in  consequence  ot  a 
severe  frost,  which  began  at  chriatmas,  and  continued  till 
the  latter  end  of  February.*  The  river  Thames  was 
covered  with  such  a  crust  of  ice,  that  a  multitude  of  peo- 
ple dwelled  upon  it  in  tents,  and  a  great  number  of  booths 
wer^  erected  for  the  entertainment  of  the  populace.  The 
navigation  was  entirely  stopped :  the  watermen  and  fisher- 
man were  disabled  from  earning  a  livelihood ;  the  fruits 
of  the  earth  were  destroyed  by  the  cold,  which  was  so 
extreme,  that  many  persons  were  chilled  to  death ;  and  this 
calamity  was  the  more  deeply  felt,  as  the  poor  could  not 
afford  to  supply  themselves  with  coals  and  fuel,  which  were 
advanced  in  price,  in  proportion  to  the  severity  and  donti-  ' 
puance  of  the  frost«  The  lower  class  of  labourers,  who 
worked  in  the  open  air,  were  now  deprived  of  all  means  of 
subsistence ;  many  kinds  of  manufacture  were  laid  aside^ 
because  it  was  found  impracticable  to  carry  them  on*  The 
price  of  all  sorts  of  provision  ros^  almost  to  a  dearth;  even 
ivater  was  sold  in  the  streets  of  London*  In  thia^  season  of 
distress,  many  wretched  families 'must  have  perished  by 
cold  and  hunger,  had  not  those  of  opulent  fortunes  been  in- 
spired with  a  remarkable  spirit  of  compassion  and  humani- 
ty* Nothing  can  more  redound  to  the  honour  of  the  £ng« 
lish  nation,  than  did  those  instances  of  benevolence  and 
^ell  conducted  charity  which  were  then  exhibited*  The 
liberal  hand  was  not  only  opened  to  the  professed  beggar, 
and  the  poor  that  owned  dieir  distress ;  but  uncommon 
pains  were  taken  to  find  out  and  relieve  those  mope  Unhappy 
objects,  who  from  motives  of  false  pride,  or  ingenuous 
shame,  endeavoured  to  conceal  their  misery*     These  were 
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asttsted  almiMt  in  ^Mif  own  despite.  The  sdittry 
tions  of  the  wtdow^  the  fatherless,  and  the  unfortunate,  veir 
visited  by  the  beneficent,  who  felt  for  the  woes  of  their  fd* 
low  creatures ;  and,  to  such  as  refused  to  irecetve  a  portion 
of  the  public  charity,  the  necessaries  of  life  were  privately 
conveyed,  in  such  a  manner  as-  could  least  shock  tly  deli* 
cacy  of  their  dispositions* 

$  XXIX.  In  the  beginning  of  May  the  king  of  Great 
Britain  set  out  for  Hanbver,  after  having  appointed  a  re|^* 
Cfi  and  concerted  vigorous  measures  for  distressing  the 
enemy.  In  a  few  days  after  his  departure,  the  spousals  of 
die  princess  Mary  were  celebrated  by  proxy,  the  duke  of 
Cumberiand  representing  the  prince  of  Hesse,  and  in  June 
the  princess  embarked  for  the  continent.  About  the  same 
time,  a  sloop  arrived  in  England  with  despatches  frcnn  ad* 
iniral  Vernon,  who  since  his  adventure  at  Porto  fiello^  had 
bonbaxded  Carthagena,  and  taken  the  fort  of  San  Lorenzo^ 
on  the  river  of  Chagre,  in  the.  neighbourhood  of  hia 
former  conquest..  This  month  was  likewise  marked  by  the 
death  of  hia  Prussian  majesty,  a  prince  by  no  means 
remarkable  for  great  or  amiable  qualities.  He  was  suc- 
ceeded on  the  throne  by  Frederic  his  eldest  son,  the  late 
king^  of  that  realm,  who  has  so  eminently  distinguished  him* 
self  as  a  warrior  and  legislator.  In  August,  the  king  of 
Great  Britain  concluded  a  treaty  with  the  landgrave  of 
Hesse,  who  engaged  to  furnish  him  with  a  body  of  six  thou* 
sand  men  for  four  years,  in  consideration  of  an  annual 
subsidy  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  crowns. 

XXX.  Meanwhile,  preparations  of  war  were  vigorously 
carried  on  by  the  ministry  in  England*  They  had  wisely 
resolved  to  annoy  the  Spaniards  in  their  Amerioan  posses* 
sions.  Three  ships  of  war,  cruising  in  the  bay  of  Biscay, 
fell  in  widi  a  large  Spanish  ship  of  the  line  strongly  man* 
ned,  and  took  her  after  a  very  obstinate  oigagemcnt :  but 
the  Assog^e  ships  arrived,  with  the  treasure,  in  Spain,  noir 
withstanding  the  vigilance  of  the  English  commandais,  . 
who  were  stationed  in  a  certain  latitude  to  intercqit  that 
flota.  One  camp  was  formed  on  Honslow  heath ;  |md  sa^ 
thousand  marines  lately  levied  were  encamped  on  the  Islo 
of  Wight,  in  order  to  be  embarked  far  the  West  Indies. 
Intelligence  being  received,  that  a  strong  squadron  ofSpaax- 
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ish  ships  of  war  waited  at  Ferrol  for  orders  to  sail  to  their 
American  setdcEpeDts,  sir  John  Norris  sailed  with  a  powers 
ful  fleet  from  Spithead,  to  dispute  their  voyage ;  and  th« 
duke  of  Cumberland  served  ia  person  as  a  volunteer  in  this 
expedition :  but,  after  divers  fruitless  efforts,  he  was,  by 
contrary  winds,  obliged  to  lie  inactive  for  the  greatest  parf 
of  the  summer  in  Torbay :  and,  upon  advice  that  the  French 
and  Spanish  squadrons  had  sailed  to  the   West  Indies  in 
conjunction,  the  design    against  Ferrol  was  wholly  laid 
aside.  In  September,  a  small  squadron  of  ships  commanded 
by  commodore  Anson,  set  sail  for  the  South  Sea',  in  order 
to  act  against  the  enemy  on  the  coast  of  Chili  and  Peru, 
and  cooperate  occasionally  with  admiral  Verpon  across  the 
ithmus  of  Darien.    Itie  scheme  was  well  laid,  but  ruined 
by  unnecessary  delays,  and  unforeseen  accidents*     But  th^ 
hopes  of  the  nation  centered  chiefly  in  a  formidable  arma- 
ment designed  for  the  northern  coast  of  New  Spain,  and  his 
x:atholic  majesty's  other  settlements  on  that  side  of  the  At-^ 
inntic*     Commissions  had  been  issued  for  raising  a  regi- 
ment of  four  battalions  in  the   English  colonies  of  North 
America,  that  they  might  be  transported  to  Jamaica,  and 
join  the  forces  from  England*     These,  consisting  of  the 
marines,  and  detachments  from  some  old  regiments,  were 
embarked  in  October  at  the  Isle  of  Wight,  under  the  com- 
mand of  lord  Cathcart,  a  nobleman  of  approved  honour,  and 
great  experience  in  the  art  of  war ;  and  they  sailed  under 
convoy  of  sir  Chaloner  Ogle,  with  a  fleet  of  seven-and- 
twenty  ships  of  the  line,  besides  frigates,  fireships,  bomb- 
ketches,  and  tenders.     They  were  likewise  furnished  with 
hospital  ships,  and  store  ships,  laden  with  provision,  ammu;- 
nition,  all  sorts  of  warlike  implements,  and  every  kind  of 
eonvenience.     Never  was   an  armament  more  completely 
equipped,  and  never  had  the  nation  more  reason  to  hope  for 
extraordinary  success; 

$  XXXL  On  the  twentieth  day  of  October,  Charles 
'VI.  emperor  of  Germany,  the  last  prince  of  the  house  of 
Austria,  died  at  Vienna,  and  was  succeeded  in  his  heredi- 
tary dominions  by  his  eldest  daughter,  the  arch^ucheas 
Mari^  Theresa,  married  to  the  grand  duke  of  Tuscany. 
Though  this  princess  succeeded  as  queen  of  Hungary,  by 
virtue  of  the  pragmatie  saactimi  guaranteed  bv  all  the  pbw- 
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ers  in  'Europe,  her  succession  produced  such  contests  as 
kindled  a  cruel  war  in  the  empire*  The  young  king  of 
Prussia  was  no  sooner  informed  of  the  emperor's  death« 
then  he  entered  Silesia  at  the  head  of  twenty  thousand  men; 
seized  certain  fiefs  to  which  his  family  laid  claim;  and 
published  a  manifesto,  declaring  that  he  had  no  intention  to 
contravene  the  pragmatic  sanction*  The  elector  of  Bavaria 
refused  to  acknowledge  the  archduchess  as  queen  of  Hun- 
gary and  Bohemia;  alledging,  that  he  himself  had  preten- 
sions to  those  countries,  as  the  descendant  of  the  emperor 
Ferdinand  L  who  was  head  of  the  German  branch  of  the 
house  of  Austria*  Charles  VI^*  was  survived  but  a  few 
days  by  his  ally,  the  czarina  Anne  Iwanowna,  who  died  in 
the  forty-fifth  year  of  her  age,  after  having  bequeathed  her 
crown  to  I  wan,  or  John,  the  infant  son  of  her  niece,  the 
princess  Anne  of  Mecklenburgh,  who  had  been  married  to 
Anthony  Ulrick,  duke  of  Brunswick  Lunenbourg  Bevern* 
She  appointed  the  duke  of  Courland  regent  of  the  empire^ 
and  even  guardian  of  the  young  czar,  though  his  own 
parents  were  alive :  but  this  disposition  .was  not  long^ 
maintained. 

$  XXXII.  The  king  of  Great  Britain  having  returned 
to  England  from  his  German  dominions,  the  sessipn  of  par- 
liament was  opened  in  November.  His  majesty  assured 
them,  on  this  occasion,  that  he  was  determined  to  prosecute 
the  war  vigorously,  even  though  France  should  espouse  the 
cause  of  Spain,  as  her  late  conduct  seemed  to  favour  this 
supposition.  He  took  notice  of  the  emperor's  death,  as  an 
event  which  in  all  likelihood  would  open  a  new  scene  of 
affairs  in  Europe :  he  therefore  recommended  to  their  con- 
sideration the  necessary  supplies  for  putting  the  nation  in 
such  a  posture  that  it  should  have  nothing. to  fear  from  any 
emergency.  Finally,  he  desired  them  to  consider  of  some 
proper  regulations  for  preventing  the  exportation  of  com, 
and  for  more  effectual  methods  to  man  the  fleet  at  this  con- 
juncture. The  commons  after  having  voted  an  address  of 
thanks,  brought  in  a  bill  for  prohibiting  the  exportation  of 
corn  and  provisions,  for  a  limited  time,  out  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, Ireland,  and  the  American  plantations*  This  was  a 
measure  calculated  todistress  the  enemy,  who  were  supposed 
to  be  in  want  of  these  necessaries.  The  French  had  con- 
tracted for  a  very  large  quantity  of  beef  and  pork  in  Ireland 
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(or  the  use  of  their  own  and  of  the  Spanish  navy;  and  an 
embargo  had  been  laid  upon  the  ships  of  that  kingdom.  The 
bill  met  with  a  vigorous  opposition :  yet  the  house  unani- 
mously resolved,'  that  his  majesty  should  be  addressed  to 
lay  an  immediate  embargo  upon  all  ships  laden  with  com, 
grain,  starch,  rice,  beef,  pork,  and  other  provisions,  to  be 
exported  to  foreign  parts.  They  like  wise,  resolved,  that  the 
thanks  of  the  house  shoald  be  given  to  vice-admiral  Vernon,' 
tor  the  services  he  had  done  to  his  king  and  country  in  the 
West  Indies.  One  William  Cooley  was  examined  at  the 
bar  of  the  house,  and  committed  to  prison,  after  having 
owned  himself  author  of  a  paper,  entitled,  ^^  Considerations. 
"  upon  the  embargo  on  provision  of  victual."  The  perform- 
smce  contained  many  shrewd  and  severe  animadversions 
upon  the  government,  for  having  ta'ken  a  step  wl^ich,  with- 
out answering  the  purpose  of  distressing  the  enemy,  would 
prove  a  grievous  discouragement  to  trade,  and  ruin  all  the 
graziers  of  Ireland.  Notwithstanding  the  arguments  used 
m  this  pemonstrance,  and  sever^  petitions  that  were  pre- 
sented against  the  corn  bill,  it  parsed  by  mere  dint  of  min- 
isterial influence.  The  other  party  endeavoured  by  various 
motions,  to  set  on  foot  an  inquiry  into  the  orders,  letters, 
snd  instructions,  which  had  been  sent  to  admiral  Vernon 
and  sidmiral  Haddock ;  but'  all  such  investigations  were 
carefutty  avoided. 

§  XKXIII.  A  very  hot  contest  arose  from  a  bill  which 
the  ministry  brought  in  under  the  specious  title  of,  a  biU 
for  the  encouragement  and  increase  of  seamen,  and  for  the 
better  and  speedier  mamiing^his  majesty's  fleeu  This  was 
a  revival  of  the  oppressive  scheme,  which  had  been  rejected 
in  the  former  session ;  a  scheme  by  which  the  justices  of 
the  peace  were  empowered  to  issue  warrants  to  constables 
and  headboroughs,  to  search  by  day  or  night  for  s  n  sea- 
faring men  as  should  conceal  themselves  within  their  respec-, 
tive  jurisdicti(»8.  Those  searches  were  vested  with  autho* 
rity  to  force  open  doors,  in  case  of  resistance ;  and  encoifr* 
Aged  to  this  violence  by  a  reward  f6r  every  seaman  they 
should  discover :  while  the  unhappy  .wretches  so  discovered 
Svere  dragged  into  the  service,  and  their  names  entered  ia 
a  rei^ster  to  be  kept  at  the  navy  or  the  admiralty  office, 
finch  a. plan  of  tyranny  did  not  pass  uncensured*     Every 
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exceptionable  clUuse  produced  a  irarm  dcbmte,  in  which  sir 
John  Barnard,  Mr.  Pulteney,  Mr*  Sandys,  lord  Oage,  Mr« 
Pitt,  and  Mr.  Lyttleton,  signalized  themselves  nobly  in 
defending  the  liberti(fs  of  their  felloW*  subjects.  Mr.  Pitt 
having  expressed  a  -laudable  indignation  at  such  a  large' 
stride  towards  despotic  power,  in  justification  of  which 
nothing  could  be  urged  but  the  plea  of  necessity,  Mr.  H. 
Walpole  thought  proper  to  atuck  him  with  some  personal 
sarcasms.  He  reflected  upon  his  youth ;  and  observed  that 
the  discovery  of  truth  was  very  little  promoted  by  pompous 
diction  and  theatrical  emotion.  These  insinuations  exposed 
him  to  a  severe  reply.  Mr.  Pitt  standing  up  again,  said, 
"  He  would  not  undertake  to  determine  whether  youth 
**  could  be  justly  imputed  to  any  man  as  a  reproach;  but 
"  he  affirmed,  that  the  wretch,  who  after  having  seen  the 
^  consequences  of  repeated  errors,  continues  still  to  blunder, 
"  and  whose  age  has  only  added  obstinacy  to  stupidit}',  is 
**  surely  the  object  of  either  .abhorencc  or  contempt,  and 
**  deserves  not  that  his  grey  head  should  secure  him  from 
^S  insults :  much  more  is  he  to  be  abhorred,  who,  as  he  has 
^  advanced  in  age,  has  receded  from  virtue,  and  becomes 
'^  more  wicked  with  less  temptation  ;  who  prostitutes  him-* 
^*  self  for  money  which  he  cannot  enjoy ;  and  spends  the 
*^  remains  of  his  life  in  the  ruin  of  his  countr)*.''— ^Petitions 
were  presented  from  the  city  of  London,  and  county  of 
Gloucester,  against  the  bill,  as  detrimental  to  the  trade  and 
navigation  of  the  kingdom,  by  discouraging  rather  thsti 
encouraging  sailors,  and  destructive  to  the  liberties  of  the 
subject:  but  they  were  both  rejected  as  insults  upon  the 
house  of  commons.  After  very  long  debates,  maintained 
on  both  sides  with  extraordinary  ardour  and  emotbn,  the 
severe  clauses  were  dropped^  and  the  bill  passed  with 
amehdntents. 

$  XXXIV.  But  the  most  remarkable  incident  of  this 
session,  was  an  open  and  personal  attack  upon  the  minister^ 
who  was  become  extremely  unpopular  all  over  the  kiog»> 
dom.  The  people  were  now  more  than  ever,  sensible  of 
the  grievous  taxes  under  which  they  groaned;  and  sav 
their  burdens  daily  increasing.  No  effectual  attempt  had 
ss  yet  been  made  to  annoy  the  enemy.  Expensive  squa** 
drous   had  been   e<|uipped;  had  made   excurMons,  sad 


jwtixnwd  vithoiit  strtkittg  a  blow.  The  Spanish  fltct  had 
sailed  fint  from  Cadiz^  and  then  from  Ferrol,  without  aaf 
interruption  from  adm^^L  Haddock,  who  commanded  the 
Rrttish  squadron  in  the  Mediterranean,  and  who  was  sup- 
posed to  be  restricted  by  the  instructioas  he  had  receired 
firom  the  ministry,  though  in  fact  his  want  of  success  was 
owing  to  accident*  Admiral  Vernon  had  ^vritten  from  the 
West  Indies  to  his  private  friends,  that  be  was  neglected, 
and  in  danger  of  being  sacrificed.  Notwithstanding  the 
numerous  navy  which  the.  nation  mi^ained,  the  Spanish 
privateers  made  prize  of  the  British  merchant  ships  with 
impunity*  In  violation  of  treaties,  and  in  contempt  of  that 
intimate  connexion  which  had  been  so  long  cultivated  be- 
tween the  French  and  English  ministry,  the  king  of  France 
had  ordered  the  harbour  and  fortifications  of  Dunkirk  to 
be  repaired :  his  fleet  had  sniled  to  the  West  Indies,  in 
conjunction  with  that  of  Spain;  and  the  merchants  of 
England  began  to  tremble  for  Jamaica :  finally,  commerce 
was  in  a  manner  suspended,  by  the  practice  of  pressing 
sailors  into  the  service,  and  by  the  embargo  which  had 
been  laid  upon  ships,  in  all  the  ports  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland*  These  causes  of  popular  discontent,  added  to 
other  complaints  which  had  been  so  long  repeated  against 
the  minister,  exaggerated  and  inculcafted ,  by .  his  enemies 
with  unwearied  industry,  at  length  rendered  him  so  uni** 
versally  odious,  that  his  name  was  seldom  or  never  men- 
tioned  with  decency,  except  by  his  own  dependents* 

$,XXXV.  The  country  party  in  parliament  seitcd  this 
opportunity  of  vengeance*  Mr*  Sandys  went  up  to  sir 
Robert  Walpole  in  the  house,  and  told  him,  that  on  Friday 
next  he  should  bring  a  charge  against  him  in  public.  The 
minister  seemed  to  be  surprised  at  this  unexpected  intima* 
tion :  but,  after  a  short  pause,  thanked  him  politely  for  this 
previous  notice,  and.  said  he  desired  no  favour,  but  fair 
play**^  Mr*  Sandys,  at  the  time  which  he  had  appointed 
for  this  accusation,  stood  up,  and  in  a  studied  speech 
entered  into  a  long  deduction  of  the  minister's  misconduct, 

e  Upon  thu  oMaiion  he  misqfiioted  Honce.  **  At  I  am  not  contckMU  of  aor 
"  erime  (laid  he)  t  do  not  doobt  of  heing  able  to  make  a  proper  dercnce.  AV 
**  emadre  nbi  naili  pmU49cert  cuftae."  He  vat  eorre«ted  by  Mr.  Pulteaej ;  but 
innited  apon  hit  being  in  the  right,  and  actually  laid  a  wager  on  the  juttncti  of  hit 
fustatiott. 
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He  insisted  upon  the  discontents  of  the  natioDv  ^^  conse- 
quence^ of  the  measures  which  had  been  for  ni^ny  yean 
pursued  at  home  and  abroad.  He  professed  his  belief  that " 
there  was  not  a  gentleman  in  the  house  who  did  not  know 
that  one  single  person  in  the  administration  was  the  chief, 
if  not  the  sole  adviser  and  promoter  of  all  those  measures. 
^  This  (added  he)  is  known  without  doors,  as  well  as 
^^  within ;  therefore,  the  discontente,  the  reproaches,  and 
^^  even  the  curses  of  the  people,  are  all  directed  against 
^  that  single  person.  They  complain  of  present  mea- 
^^  sures :  they  have  suffered  by  past  measures :  they  expect 
^  no  redress ;  they  expect  no  alteration  or  amendment, 
^*  whilst  he  has  a  share  in  directing  or  advising  •our 
^^  future  administration.  These,  sir,  are  the  sentiments 
^  of  the  people  in  regard  to  that  minister :  these  sen- 
^*  timents  we  are  in  honour^  and  duty  bound  to  repre- 
^  sent  to  his  majesty ;  and  the  proper  method  for  doing 
^^  this,  as  established  by  our  constitution,  is  to  address  his 

.  ^^  majesty  to  remove  him  from  his  counsels."  He  then 
proceeded  to  explain  the  particulars  of  the  minister's  mis* 

'  conduct  in  the  whole  series  of  his  negotiations  abroad.  He 
charged  him  with  having  endeavoured  to  support  his  own 
interest,  and  to  erect  a  kind  of  despotic  government,  by 
the  practice  of  corruption ;  with  having  betrayed  the  inter* 
est  and  honour  of  Great  Britain  in  the  -late  convention; 
with  having  neglected  to  prosecute  the  war  against  Spain ; 
and  he  concluded  with  a  motion  for  an  address  to  ifye  king, 
that  he  would  be  pleased  to  remove  sir  Robert  Walpole 
from  his  presence  and  counsels  for  even  He  was  answer- 
ed by  Mr.  Pelham,  who  undertook  to  defend  or  excuse  all 
the  measures  which  the  other  had  condemned ;  and  acquit- 
ted himself  as  a  warm  friend  and  unshaken  adherent. 
Against  this  champion  sir  John  Barnard  entered  the  lists, 
and  was  sustained  by  Mr.  Pulteney,  who,  with  equal  spirit 
and  precision,  pointed  out  and  exposed  all  the  material 
errors  and  malpractices  of  the  administration.  Sir  Robert 
Walpole  spoke  with  great  temper  and  deliberation  in  behalf 
of  himself.  With  respect  to  the  article  of  bribery  and  cor- 
ruption ^  he  said  if  any  one  instance  had  been  mentioned :  if 
It  ^ad  been  shown  that  he  ever  offered  a  reward  to  any 
member  of  either  house,,  or  ever  threatened  to  deprive  any 


ifiember  of  his  office'  or  employment,  in  order  to  'influence 
his  voting  io  paiiiament,  there  might  have  been  some  ground 
for  this  charge  ;  but  when  it  was  so  generally  laid,  he  did 
not  know  what  he  could  say  to  it,  unless  4to  deny  it  as  gen-  ^ 
erally  and  aa  positively  as  it  had  been  asserted.-^uch  a 
declaration  as  this,  in  the  hearing  of  so  many  persons,  who 
not  only  knew,  but  subsisted  by  his  wages  of  corruption, 
was  a  strong  proof  of  the  minister's  being  dead  to  all  sense 
of  shame,  and  all  regard  to  veracity.  The  debate  was  pro- 
tracted by  the  court  members  tiir three  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, when  about  sixty  of  the  opposite  party  having  retired^ 
the  motion  was  rejected  by  a  considerable  majority* 

$  XXXVI.  A  bill  was  brought  in  for  prohibiting  the 
practice  of  insuring  ships  belonging  to  the  enemies  of  th« 
natien;  but  it  was*  vigorously  opposed  by  sir  John  Barnard 
and  Mr.  Willimot,  who  demonstrated  that  this  )cind  of 
traffic  was  advantageous  to  the  kingdom;  and  the  scheme 
wa^  dropped.  Another  warm  contest  arose  upon  a  clause 
of  the  mutiny  bill,  relating  to  the  quartering  of  soldievs 
upon  innkeepers  and  publicans,  who  complained  of  their 
being  distressed  in  furnishing  those  guests  with  provisions 
and  necessaries  at  the  rates  prescribed  by  law  or  custom. 
There  were  not  wanting  advocates  to  expatiate  upon  the 
nature  of  this  grievance,  which,  however,  was  not  re- 
dressed. A  new  trade  was  at  this  time  opened  with  Per- 
sia, through  the  dominions  of  the  czar,  and  vested  with  an 
jexclusive  privilege  in  the  Russian  company,  by  an  act  of 
parliament.  The  icommons  voted  forty  thousanc|  seamen 
for  the  service  of  the  ensuing  year,  and  about  thirty  thou- 
sand men  for  die  establishment  of  land  forces.  They  pro- 
vided for  the  subsidies  granted  to  the  king  of  Denmark 
and  the  landgrave  of  Hesse  Cassel ;  and  took  every  step 
which  was  suggested  for  the  ease  and  the  convenience  of 
the  government. 

§  XXXVII.  The  parties  in  the  house  of  lords  were 
influenced  by  the  same  motives  which  actuated  the  com- 
mons. The  .duke  of  Argyle,  who  had  by  this  time  resign^ 
all  his  places,  declared  open  war  against  the  ministry.  In 
the  beginning  of  the  session,  the  king's  speech  was  no 
sooner  reported  by  the  chancellor,  than  this  nobleman  stood 
up,  and  moved  Aat  a  general  address  of  thanks  should  be 
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frcBoamA  to  his  majetty,  tnsimid  of  a  reca^itnladoii  of 
every  paragraph  of  the  king's  spe^h,  reechoed  from  the 
parliMneiit  to  the  throne,  with  exprea^ions  of  UokI  appro- 
bation^ implying  a  general  concurrence  with  all  the  mea^ 
•ores  of  the  miwster.  He  spoke  oa  this  auhjeot  with  an 
astonishing  impetuosity  of  eloquence,  that  rotted  like  a 
jriver  which  had  ovei^owed  its  banks  and  deluged  thfe 
whole  adjacent  country.  The  .motion  was  si^iported  by 
lord  Bathurst,  lord  Carteret,  the  earl  of  Chesterfidd^  and 
lord  Gower,  who,  thou^  they  dispLqred  all  the  talents  of 
iiratory,  were  outvoted  by  the  opposite  party,  headed  by 
the  duke  of  Newcastle,  the  eaiil  of  Cholaioodeley,  lord 
Heryey^  and  the  lord  chancellor.  The  motion  was  reject- 
ed, and  the  address  composed  in  the  usual  strain*  The 
name  motions  for  an  inquiry  into  orders  and  instrucsioBS 
which  had  miscanried  in  the  lower  house,  were  here 
9«pealed  with  the  same  bad  success :  in  the  debates,  which 
ensued,  the  young  earls  of  Halifax  and  Sandwich  aa|uired 
a  consideraMe  share  of  reputation,  ibr  the  strength  of  argu* 
ment  and  elocution  with  which  they  contended  against  the 
adlierents  of  the  ministry.  When  the  house  took  into 
consideration  the  state  of  the  army,  the  duke  of  Argyle 
having  harangued  with  equal  skill  and  energy  oo  military 
aflPairs,  proposed  that  the  forces  should  be  augpnented  by 
adding  new  levies  to  the  old  companies,  without  increasing 
Ihe  number  iof  ofiieers ;  as  such  an  augmentation  served 
only  to  debase  the  dignity  of  the  service,  by  raising  die 
lowest  of  mankind  to  the  rank  of  gentlemen ;  and  to 
extend  the  influence  of  the  minister,  by  muteiplying  his 
dependents.  He,  therefore,  moved  for  a  resolution,  that 
the  augmenting  the  army  by  raising  regiments,  as  it  is  the 
most  uanecessary  and  most  expensive  method  of  aiigmen- 
tation,  was  also  the  most  dan^roiis  to  the  liberties  of  the 
nation.  This  proposal  was  likewise  overruled,  alter  a  short 
though  warm  contention.  This  was  the  fats  of  aU  the 
other  motions  made  by  the  lords  in  the  opposition,  though 
t'le  victory  of  the  courtiers  was  always  clogged  with  a 
nervous  and  spirited  protest.  Two  days  were  expended  in 
the  debate  produced  by  lord  Cartevet's  motion  for  «an 
address,  beseeching;  his  majesty  to  remove  air  Robert  Wal- 
pole  from  his  presence  and  counsels  for  ever.     The  speech 


ir40.  OaOBOBIL  4^ 

fhnt  osh^ed  in  diis  memorable  motion  would  not  have  dk** 
graced  atCicero*  It  contained  a  retrospect  of  all  the  piib^ 
lie  measwrea  which  bad  been  pursued  since  the  revolution. 
It  explained  the  nature  of  everjr  treaty,  whether  right  or 
srrong)  which  had  been  ccmcluded  under  the  present  ad^ 
ministration.  It  described  the  political  connexions  sub> 
siBttng  between  the  different  powers  in  Europe.  It  exposed 
she  weakness,  the  misconduct,  and  the  iniquity  of  the  min^ 
ister,  lK>th  in  his  foreign  and  domestic  transactions.  It 
was  embellished  with  all  the  ornaments  of  rhetoric,  and 
wanned  With  a  noble  spirit  of  patriotic  indignation.  The 
duke  of  Argyle,  lord  Bathnrst,  and  his  odier  colleagues, 
sesaied  to  be  animated  with  uncommon  fervour,  and  even 
inspired,  by  tha  subject.*  A  man  of  imagination,  in 
reading  their  speeches,  will  think  himsell  transported  into 
the  Roman  senate^  before  the  ruin  of  that  republic.  Never- 
theless, the  ntfnister  still  triump,hed  by  dint  of  numbers ; 
though  his  victory  was  dearly  purchased.  Thirty  peerft 
entered  a  vigorous  protest ;-  and  Walpole's  character  sus- 
tained such  a  rude  shock  from  this  opposition,  that  his 
authority  seemed  to  be  drawing  near  »  period.  Imipedi- 
)itely  after  this  contest  was  decided,  the  duke  of  Marlbo- 
rough moved  for  a  resolution,  that  any  attempt  tc^inffict 
msy  kind  of  punishment  on  any  person,  without  allowiqg 
him  an  opportunity  to  make  his  defenM,  or  without  any 
proof  -of  any  crime  or  misdemeanor  committed  by  him, 
is  contrary  to  natural  justice,  the  fundamental  laws  of  the  ^ 
realm,  and  the  ancient  established  usage  of  parliament; 
and  is  a  high  infringement  of  the  liberties  of  the  subject. 
It  was  seconded  by  the  duke  of  Devonshire  and  lord 
Lovel ;  and  opposed  by  lord  Gower,  as  an  intended  censure 
on  the  proceedings  of  the  day.  This  sentiment  was  so 
wsffmly  espoused  by  lord'Tolbot,  who  had  distingiAshed 
himself  in  the  former  debate,  that  he  seemed  to  be  trans- 
ported beyond  the  bounds  of  moderation.  He  was  inter- 
mpted  by  the  earl  of  Cholmondeley,  who  charged  him 
with  having  violated  die  order  and  decorum  which  ought 
tf>  be  preserved  in  such  «n  asseasbly;  His  passion  was 
inflamed  by  this  rebuke*:  he  declared  himself  an  indepen- 
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dent  lord;  a  character  which  he  would  not  forfeit  far  die 
■miles'  of  a  court,  the  profit  of  an  employment,  or  the 
reward  of  a  pension :  he  said,  when  he  was  engaged  on 
the  side  of  truth,  he  would  sample  on  the  insolence  that 
should  command  him  to  suppress  his  sentiments. — Ou  a 
division,  however,  the  motion  was  earried« 

§  XXXVUI.  In  the  beginning  of  April,  die  king 
repairing  to  the  house  of  peers,  passed  some  acts  that 
were  ready  for  the  royal  assent.  Then,  in  hb  speech  .to 
both  houses,  he  gave  them  to  understand,  thirt  the  qncen 
of  Hungary  had  made  a  requisition  of  the  twelve  thou- 
sand men  stipulated  by  treaty ;  and  that%he  had  ordered 
ahe  subsidy  troops  of  Denmark  and  Hesse  Caskel  to  be  in 
readiness  to  march  to  her  assistance.  He  observed,  that 
in  this  complicated  and  uncertain  state  of  aftdrs,  many 
incidents  ntight  arise,  and  reader  it  necessary  for  him  to 
incur  extraordinary  expenses  for  maintaiiring  the  prag- 
matic sanation,  at  a  time  when  he  could  not  possibly  have 
recourse  to  the  advice  and  assistance  of  his  parliament. 
He,  therefore,  demanded  of  the  commoflt*  such  a  supply  as 
might  be  requisite  for  these  ends ;  and  promised  to  manage 
•it  with  all  possible  frugality.  The  lower  house,  in  their 
address,  approved  of  all  his  measures;  declared  they 
irould  effectually  support  him  against  all  insults  and  attacks 
that  mig]|t  be  made  upon  any  of  his  territories,  though  not 
belonging  to  the  crown  of^  Great  Britain ;  and  that  they 
would  enable  him  to  contribute,  in  the  most  effectual  man- 
ner,  to  the  support  of  the  queen  of  Hungary*  Sir  Robert 
Wal(>Qle  moved,  that  an  aid  of  two  hundred  thousand 
pounds  should  be  granted  to  that  princess.  Mr.  Shippen 
protested  against  any  interposition  in  the  affairs  of  Ger- 
many. He  expressed  his  dislike  of  the  promise  which 
had  been  made  to  defend  his.  majesty's  foreign  dominions ; 
a  promise,  in  his  opinion,  inconsistent  widi  that  important 
and  inviolable  laiw,  the  act  of  setdement:  a  promise 
which,  coidd  it  have  been  foreknown,  would  perhaps  have 
for  ever  precluded  from  the  succession  that  illnstrious 
family  to  which  the  natidn  owed  such  numberless  blessings^ 
such  continuefd  felicity.  The  motion  however  passed^ 
thfiUgh  not  without  further  opposition;  and  the  house 
f esolved,  that  three  hundred  thousand  pounds  should  be 
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granted  to  his  majesty,  to  opable  him  eSectdally  to  support 
tbe  queen:^  of  Hungary.  Towards  the  expense  of  this 
year,  a  million  was  deducted  from  the  sinking  fund ;  -and 
the  land  tax  continued  at  four  shillings  in  the  pound.  The 
preparations  for  this  war  had  already  cost  five  millions. 
The  session  was»  closed  on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  April, 
when  the  king  took  his  leave  of  this  parliament,  with  warm 
expressions  of  tenderness  and  satisfaction..  Henry  Brom- 
ley, Stephen  Fox,  and  John  Howe,  three  members  of  the 
lower  house,  who  had  signalized  diemselves  in  defence  of 
the  minister,  were  now  ennobled,  and  created  barons,  of 
Montford,  Ilcbester,  and  Chedwoi:th«  .A^camp  was  formed 
Hear  Colchester :  and  the  king  having  appointed  a  reg^cy, 
set  ottt  in  May  for  his  German  dominions.^  ' 
•-  »• 

0  Sir  William  Wyndham  died  the  preceding  year,  deeply  regretted  ^  an 
orator,  a  patriot,  and  a  man,  the  eonttant  aMerter  of  British  hbertj;  and  one  of 
ttie  ohief  ornaments  of  the  ^nj^jul^  nation.  In  thc|.  ooorsf  of  the  iune  year* 
General  Oglethorpe,  eovernor  oTGeorgia,  had,  wftL  some  vueoovrs  obtained  from 
Ihe  oolony  of  Carolina,  and  a  amaU*  squadron  of  kins^a  ihipt,  made  an  attempt 
upon  Fort  Aogustine,  the  capital  of  Spanish  Florida ;  and  actually  reduced  soma 
small  forts  In  the  neighbourhood 'of  the  place ;  but  the  CaroKnhaii  vithdravhfg  'm 
disgust,  dissensioos  prevailing  among  the  sea  officen,  tbe  hurrijBano  months  ap« 
proaching,  and  the  enemr  having  receired  a  suppljr  and  reinforoema&t,  he  abaan 
dftned  ihe  •ttterprtie,  ana  returned  ta  (Georgia.  '      •     ^   , 


4M  HISTQHy  OB  BNCOiAND.  ^Mt* 


BOOK  IL 


CHAP.  VII. 


L  The  Aymy  under  LordCathcari  and  Sir  ChahnerOgie 
pr^eewds  l#  the  West  Indies.  $  II.  Nature  of  the  climate 
on  the  Spanioh  main.  §  III.  Admiral  Vernon  satis  to 
C^thagena.  (  iV.  Attack  of  Fort  Lazar.  $.V.  Ex- 
pedition  to  Cuba.  ^  VI.  Ruptuwe  between  the  fueen  erf 
Hungary  and  the  King  of  Prussia.  §  VII.  Battle  of 
Molwitz.  $  Vltl.  The  King  of  Great  Britain  concludes 
a  treaty  of  neutrality  wkh  France  for  the  ekctarais  if 
Ihmofoer.  ^  IX«  A  body  of  French  forces  join  the 
JEiectar  qf  Bavaria.^  $  X.  Me  is  crowned  King  of 
Bohemia  at  Prague.  $  XL  Fidelity  of  the  Hungarkms. 
$  XII.  War  betiveen  MusM  and  Sweden.  $  XIII. 
Revolution  in  Russia.  $  XIV.  The  Spanish  and  French 
squadrons  pass  unmolested  by  the  English  Admiral  in  the 
MediterraneaJ9.  $  XV.  Inactivity  of  the  naval  power 
of  Great  Britain.  $  XVI.  Obstinate  struggle  in  electing 
members  in  the  New  Parliament.  $  XVII.  Remarkable 
motion  in  the  House  of  Commons  by  Lord  Noel  Somerset. 
$  XVIII.  The  country  party  obtain  a  majority  in  the 
House  of  Commons.  $  XIX.  Sir  Robert  Walpole  created 
Earl  ofOrford*  $  XX.  Change  in  the  ministry.  §  XXI. 
infi4iry  into  the  administration  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole. 
.$  XXII.  Obstructed  by  the  new  ministry.  $  XXIII. 
.  Reports  of  the  secret  committee.  $  XXIV.  The  Elector 
of  Bavaria  chosen  Emperor.  $  XXV.  The  King  of 
Prussia  gains  the  battle  at  Czaslaw.  Treaty  at  Breslaw. 
$  XXVI.  The  French  troops  retire.under  the  cannon  of 
Prague.  A  fresh  body  sent  with  the  Mareschal  de 
Malltbois  to  bring  them  off.  %  XXVII.  Extraordinary 
retreat  of  M.  de  Belleisle.  $  XXVIII.  The  King  of 
Great  Britain  forms  an  army  in  Flanders.  $  XXIX. 
Progress    of   the    war   betxqfien   Russia   and  Sweden.- 
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$  XXX.  The  ^King  of  Sardinia  declares  for  the  House 
of  Austria.  •  $  XXXI.  nations  of  the  Spaniards  in  Italy 
and  Savoy*  \  XXXII.  Conduct  of  Admiral  Matthews 
in  the  Mediterranean.  $  XXXIII.  Operations  in  the 
West  Indies.  $  XXXIV.  The  attention  of  the  ministry 
turned  chiefly  on  the  affairs  of  the  Continent.  §  XXXV. 
Extraordinary  motion  in  the  House  of  Lords  by  Earl 
Stanhope.  $  XXXVI.  Warm  and  obstinate  debate  on 
'  the  repeal  of  the  Gin  act.  ^  XXXVII.  Bill  for  quieting 
Corporations.  $  XXXVIII.  Convention  between  the 
Emperor  and  the  ^een  of  Hungary.  $  XXXIX. 
Difference  between  the  King  of  Prussia  and  the  Elector 
of  Hanover.  §  XL.  The  King  of  Great  Britain  obtains 
a  victory  over  the  French  at  Dettingen*  §  XLI» 
Treaty  of  Worms.  $  XLII.  Conclusion  of  the  campaign. 
$  XLIII.  Affairs  in  the  North.  $  XLIV.  Battle  of 
CampO'Santo.  §  XLV.  Transactions  of  the  British 
fleet  in  the  Mediterranean.  $  XLVI.  Unsuccessful 
attempts  upon  the  Spanish  settlements  in  the  West  Indies. 

$  I.  THE  British  armament  hzii  by  this  time 
proceeded  to  action  in  the  West  Indies.  Sir  Chaloner 
Ogle,  who  sailed  from  Spithead,  had  been  overtaken  by  a 
tempest  in  the  bay  of  Biscay,  by  which  the  fleet,  consisting 
of  about  one' hundred  and  seventy  sail,  were  scattered  and 
dispersed.  Nevertheless,  he  prosecuted  his  voyage,  and 
anchored  with  a  view  to  provide  wood  and  water,  in  the 
neutral  island  of  Dominica,  where  the  intended  eifptdition 
sustained  a  terrible  shock  in  the  death  of  the  gallant  lord 
Cathcart,  who  was  carried  off  by  a  dysentery.  The  loss  of 
this  nobleman  was  the  more  severely  felt,  as  the  command 
of  the  land  forces  devolved  upon  general  Wentworth,  an 
officer  without  experience,  authority,  and  resolution.  As 
the  fleet  sailed  along  the  island  of  Hispaniola,  in  its  way 
to  Jamaica,  four  large  ships  of  war  were  discovered  ;  and 
sir  Chaloner  detached  an  equal  number  of  his  squadron  to 
give  them  chase,  while  he  himself  proceeded  on  his  voyage. 
As  those  strange  ships  refused  to  bring  to,  lord  Aogustun 
Fitzroy,  the  commodore  of  the  four  British  ships,  saluted 
one  of  them  ^ith  a  broadside,  and  a  smart  engageiiietit 
ensued.     After  they  had  fought  during  the  best  part  oC  the 
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night,  the  enemy  hoisted  their  colours  in  the  mdming,  and 
appeared  to  be  part  of  the  French  squadron,  which  had 
sailed  from  Europe,  under .  the  command  of  the  marquis 
d' Antin,  with  orders  to  assist  the  Spanish  admiral,  De 
Torres,  in  attacking  and  distressing  the  English  ships  and 
colonies.  War  was  not  yet  declared  between  France  and 
England;  therefore  hostilities  ceased:  the  English  and 
French  commanders  complimented  each  other;  excused 
themselves  mutually,  for  the  mistake  which  had  happened ; 
and  parted  as  friends,  with  a*  considerable  loss  of  men  on 
both  sides. 

$  II.  In  the  mean  time  sir  Chaloner  Ogle  arrived  at 
Jsgnaica,  where  he  joined  vice-admiral  Vernon,  who  now 
found  himself  at  the  head  of  the  most  formidable  fleet  and 
army  that  ever  visited  those  seas,  with  full  power  to  act  at 
discretion.  The  conjoined  squadrons  consisted  of  nine- 
and-twenty  ships  of  the  line,  with  almost  an  equal  number 
of  frigates,  fireships,  and  bombketches,  well  manned,  and 
plentifully  supplied  with  all  kinds  of  provisions,  stores,  and 
necessaries.  The  number  of  seamen  amounted  to  fifteen 
thousand ;  that  of  the  land  forces,  including  the  American 
regiment  of  four  battalions,  and  a  body  of  negroes  enlisted 
at  Jamaica,  did  not  fall  'short  of  twelve  thousand.  Had 
this  armament  been  ready  to  act  in  the  proper  season  of  the 
year,  under  the  conduct  of  wise,  experienced  officers,  united 
in  councils,  and  steadily  attached  to  the  interest  and  honour  ^ 
of  their  country,  the  Havannah,  and  whole  island  of  Cuba, 
might  have  been  easily  reduced :  the  whole  treasure  of  the 
Spanish  West  Indies  would  have  been  intercepted ;  and 
Spain  must  have  been  humbled  into  the  most  abject  sub- 
mission. But  several  unfavourable  circumstances  concurred 
to  frustrate  the  hopes  of  the  public.  The  ministry  had 
detained  sir  Chaloner  Ogle  at  Spithead  without  any  visible 
cause,  until  the  season  for  action  was  almost  exhausted : 
for  on  the  continent  of  New  Spain,  the  periodical  rains  begin 
about  the  end  of  April;  and  this  change  in  the  atmosphere 
is  always  attended  with  epidemical  distempers  which  render 
the  climate  extremely- unhealthy;  besides,  the  rai|&  is  so 
excessive,  that  for  the  space  of  two  months  no  army  can 
keep  the  field. 
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$  III.  Sir  Chaloner  Ogle  arrived  at  Jamaica  on  the 
ninth  di^  of  January ;  and  admiral  Vernon  did  not  sail  on 
his  intended  expedition  till  towards  the  end  of  the  month.. 
Instead  of  directing  his  course  to  the  Havannah,  which  lay 
to  leeward^  and  might  have  been  reached  in  less  than  three 
days,  he  resolved  to  beat  up  against  the  wind  Co  Hispaniola^ 
in  order  to  observe  the  motion  of  the  French  squadron, 
commanded  by  the  marquis  d' An  tin.     The  fifteenth  day  of 
February  had  elapsed  before  he  received  certain  informa- 
tion that  the  French  admiral  had  sailed  for  Europe,  in 
great  distress,  for  want  of  men  and  provisions,  which  he 
could  not  procure  in  the  West  Indies.     Admiral  Vernon, 
thus  disappointed,  called  a  council  of  war,  in  which  it  was 
determined  to  proceed  for  Carthagena.     The  fleet  being 
supplied  with  wood  and  water  at  Hispaniola,  set.  sail  for  . 
the  continent  of  New  Spain,  and  on  the  fourth  of  March 
anchored  in  Playa  Grande,  to  the  windward  of  Carthagena. 
Admiral  de  Torres  had  already  sailed  to  the  Havannah : 
but  Carthagefna  was   strongly  fortified,  and  the   garrison 
reinforced  by  the  crews  of  a  small  squadron  of  large  ships, 
commanded  by  Don  Bias  de  Leso,  an  officer  of  experience 
and  reputation*     Here  the  English  admiral  lay  inactive  till ' 
the  nindi,  when  the  troops  were  landed  on  the  island  of 
Tierra  Bomba,  ,near  the  mouth  ok^^the  harbour,  known  by 
the  name  of  Bocachica,  or  Littlemouth,  which  was  sur- 
prizingly  fortified  with  castles,   batteries,  booms,  chains, 
cables,  and  ships  of , war.     The  British  forces  erected  a 
battery  on  shore,  with  which  they  made   a  breach  in  the 
principal  fort,  while  the  admiral  sent  in  a  number  of  ships 
to  divide  the  fire  of  the  enemy,   and  cooperate  with   the 
endeavours  of  the  army.     Lord  Aubrey  Beuclerc,  a  gal- 
lant officer,  who  commanded  one  of  these  ships,  was   slain 
on  this  occasion*     The  breach  being  deemed  practicable, 
the  forces  advanced   to  the  attack :  but  the  forts  and  bat- 
teries were  abandoned :  the  Spanish  ships  that  lay  athwart 
the  harbour's  mouth  were  destroyed  or  taken  1  *the  passage 
was  opened,  and  the  fleet  entered  without  farther  opposition. 
Then  the  forces  were  reimbarked  with  the  artillery,  and 
landed  within  a  mile  of  Carthagena,  where  they  were  op- 
.posed    by  .about    seven   hundred   Spaniards,  whom    they 
obliged  to  retire.    The  admiral  and  general  had  contracted 
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a  hearty  contempt  for  each  other,  and  took  all  opportunities 
of  expressing  their  mutual  dislike :  far  from  acting  vigor- 
ously in  concert,  for  the  advantage  of  the  community,  they 
maintained  a  mutual  reserve,  and  separate  cabals:  and 
each  proved  more  eager  for  the  disgrace  of  his  rival,  than 
zealous  for  the  honour  of  the  nation. 

$  IV.  The  general  complained  that  the  fleet  lay  idle 
while  his  troops  were  harassed  and  diminished  by  hard  duty 
and  distemper.  The  admiral  affirmed,  that  his  ships  could 
not  lie^  near  enough  to  batter  the  town  of  Carthagena  :  he 
upbraided  the  general  with  inactivity  and  want  of  resolution 
to  attack  the  fort  of  St.  Lazar  which  commanded  the  town, 
and  might  be  taken  by  scalade.  Wentworth,  stimulated  by 
these  reproaches,  resolved  to  try  the  experiment,  His 
forces  marched  up  to  the  attack  :  but  the  guides  being  slain, 
they  mistook  their  route,  and  advanced  to  the  strongest  part 
of  the  fonificncion,  where  they  were  moreover  exposed  to 
the  fire  of  the  town.  Colonel  Grant,  who  commanded  the 
grenadiers,  was  mortally  wounded:  the  scaling  ladders 
were  found  too  short :  the  officers  were  perplexed  for  want 
of  orders  and  directions  :  yet  the  soldiers  sustained  a  severe 
fire  for  several  hour»  with  surprising  intrepidity,  -and  at 
'^length  retreated,  leaving  about  six  hundred  killed  or  wound- 
ed  on  the  spot.  Their  number  was  now  so  much  reduced, 
that  they  could  no  longer  maintain  their  footing  on  shore : 
besides,  the  rainy  season  had  begun  with  such  violence,  as 
rendered  it  impossible  for  them  to  live  in  camp.  They 
were,  therefore,  rcembarked :  and  all  hope  of  further  success 
immediately  vanished.  The  admiral,  however,  in  order  to 
demonstrate  the  impracticability  of  taking  the  place  by  sea, 
sent  in  the  Gailicia,  one  of  the  Spanish  ships  which  had 
been  taken  at  Bocachica,  to  cannonade  the  town,  with  silt* 
tetfn  guns  mounted  on  one  side,  like  a  floating  .battery. 
This  vessel,  manned  by  detachments  of  volunteers^  froin 
different  ships,  and  commanded  by  captain  Hore,  was  warped 
into  the  inner  harbour,  and  moored  before  day,  at  a  consi- 
derable distance  from  the  walls,  in  a  very  shallow  wi^r. 
In  this  position  she  stood  the  fire  of  several  batteries  for 
some  hours,  without  doing  or  sustaining  much 'damage: 
then  ihe  admiral  ordered  the  men  to  be  brought  Aff  in  boats, 
and  the   cables  to  be  cut;   so  that  &he  drove  with  the  sea^ 
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TfaU  exploit  was  absurd, .and  the  inference  which  the  adnu« 
ral  drew  from  it  altogether  fallacious.  He  said  it  plainly 
prored,  that  there  was  not*  depth  of  water  in  the  inner 
harbour^  suficieni  to  admit  large  ships  near  enough  to  batter  - 
the  town  with  any  prospect  of  success.  This,  indeed^  wjt^ 
the  caie  in  that  part  bf  the  harbour  to  which  the  Oallicta 
was  conducted :  but  a  little  farther  xp  thb  kft,  he  might 
hai^e  stationed  foUr  or  five  of  his  largest  ships  abreast^ 
within  pistol  fthot  of  thb  walls  j  and  if  this  step  had  beeti 
taken,  when  the  land  forces  marched  to  the  attack  of  St. 
Lazarv  in  tdl  probability  the  town  would  have  been 
surreildered. 

$  Vk  After  the  reimbarkiution  of  the.  troops,  the  dis- 
tempers peculiar  to  the  clismte  and  season  began  td  r!age 
with  ^redoubled  fury ;  and  great  numbers  of  those  who 
escaped  the  vengeance  of  the  enemy,  perished  by  a  more 
]winful  and  inglorious  fate.  Nothing  was  heard  but  com* 
plaints  and  execrations :  the  groans  of  the  dying,  and  the 
aervice  for  the  dead :  nothing  ^as  seen  but  objects  of  woe, 
and  images  of  dejection.  The  conductors  of  this  unfortu* 
state  expedition  agreed  in  nothing  but  the  expediency  of  a 
speedy  retreat  from  this  scene  of  misery  and  dtsgracb.  Thb 
fortifications  of  the  harbour  Were  demolished^  and  the  fleet 
krctumed  to  Jamaica.'^^The  miscarriage  of  this  expedition, 
which  had  cost  the  nation  an  immense  sum  of  money,  wA 
no  Sooner  known  in  England,  than  the  kingdom  wa^  filled 
V'ith  murmurs  and  discontent,  and  the  people  were  depressed 
in  proportion  to  that  sanguine  hope  by  which  they  had  been 
elevated.  Admiral  Vernon,  instead  of  undertaking  any 
fenteij>rise  which  might  have  retrieved  ^e  honour  of  the 
British  arms,  set  sail  from  Jamaica  with  the  forces  in  July, 
and  anchored  at  the  southeast  part  of  Cuba^  in  a  bay,  on 
which  he  bestowed  the  appellation  of  Ctmiberlaad  harbour. 
.The  troops  were  landed,  and  encamped  at  ihe  distance  of 
twenty  miles  further  up  the  river,  where  they  remained 
totally  inactive,  and  subsisted  chiefly  on  salt  and  damaged 
provisions,  till  the  month  of  November,  when,  being  conr- 
siderably  diminished  by  sibkness,  they  were  put  on  board 
again,  and  rcconveyed  to  Januuca.  He  wak  fefterwards 
reinforced  from  England  by  four  ships  of  war,  and  about 
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diree  thousand  soldiers :  but  lie  performed  notbitog  worthy 
of  the  reputation  he  had  acquired :  and  the  people  began  to 
perceive  that  they  had  mistaken  his  character. 

§  VI.  The  affairs  on  the  continent  x>f  Europe  were 
now  more  than  ever  embroiled.  The  king  of  Prussia  had 
demanded  of  the  court  of  Vienna  part  of  Silesia,  by  virtue 
of  old  treaties  of  cofraternity,  which  were  either  obsolete 
or  annulled :  and  promised  to  assist  the  queen  with  aU  his 
forces,  in  case  she  should  comply  with  his  demand :  but 
this  being  rejected  with  disdain,  he  entered  Silesia  at  the 
head  of  an  army,  and  prosecuted  his  conquests  with  great 
rapidity.  In  the  mean  time,  the  queen  of  Hungary  was 
crowned  at  Presburgh,  after  having  signed  a  capitulation^ 
by  which  the  liberties  of  that  kingdom  were  confirmed  i 
and  the  grand  duke  her  consort  was,  at  her  request,  asso- 
ciated with  her  for  ten  years  in  the  government.  At  the 
same  time  the  states  of  Hungary  refused  to  receive  a 
memorial  from  the  elector  of  Bavaria.  During  these 
transactions,  his  Prussian  majesty  made  his  public  entrance 
jnto  Breslau,  and  confirmed  all  the  privileges  of  the  inha* 
bitants.  One  of  his  generals  surprised  the  town  and  for- 
tress of  Jablunka,  on  the  confines  of  Hungary:  prince 
Leopold  of  Anhalt  Dessau,  who  commanded  another  army, 
which  formed  the  blockade  of  Great  Glogau  on  the  Oder, 
took  the  place  by  scalade,.  made  the  generals  Wallis  and 
Reyski  prisoners,  with  a  thousand  men  that  were  in  garri* 
son:  here,  likewise,  the  victor  found  the  military  chest, 
fifty  pieces  of  brass  cannon,  and  a  great  quantity  of 
ammunition. 

$  VII.  The  queen  of  Hungary  had  solicited  the  mart- 
time  powers  for  assistance,  but  found  them  fearful  and 
backward.  Being  obliged,  therefore,  to  exert  herself  with 
the  more  vigour,  she  ordered  count  Neuperg  to  assemble  a 
body  of  forces,  and  endeavour  to  stop  the  progress  of  the 
Prussians  in  Silesia.  The  two  armies  encountered  each 
other  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Neiss,  at  a  village  called 
Molwitz,  and,  after  an  obstinate  dispute,  the  Austrians 
were  obliged  t#  retire,  with  the  loss  of  four  thousand  men 
killed,  wounded,  or  taken.  The  advantage  was  dearly 
purchased  by  the  king  of  Prussia.  His  kinsman,  Fre- 
deric, margrave  of  Brandenburgh,  and  lieutenant  general 
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Schuylemberg,  were  killed  in  the  engagement,  together  with 
a  great  number  of  general  officers,  and  about  two  thousand  - 
soldiers.  After  this  action,  Brieg  was  surrendered  to  the  Prus- 
sian, and  he  forced  the  important  pass  of  f  ryewalde,  which 
was  defended  by  four  thousand  Austrian  hussars.  The  £ng- - 
lish  and  Dutch  ministerB,  who  accompanied  him  in  bis  pro- 
gress, spared  no  pains  to  effect  an  accommodation  :  but  the 
two  sovereigns  were  too  much  trrst&ted  against  each  other, 
to  acquiesce  in  any  terms  that  could  be  proposed.  The 
queen  of  Hungary  was  incensed  to  find  herself  attacked,  in 
the  day  of  her  distress,  by  a  prince  to  whom  she  had  given 
no  sort  of  provooftion  ;  and  his  Prussian  majesty  charged 
die  court  of  Vienna  with  a  design  either  to  assassinate,  or 
carry  him  off  by  treachery  :  a  design  which  was  disowned 
with  expressions  of  indignation  and  disdain.  Count  Neu« 
perg  being  obliged  to  abandon  Silesia,  in  order  to  oppose 
the  Bavarian  arms  in  Bohemia,  the  king  of  Prussia  sent 
diither  a  detachment  to  join  die  elector,  -under  the  com- 
mand of  count  Deslau,  who,  in  his  route,  reduced  Glatz 
and  Neis,  almost  without  opposition :  then  his  master  re- 
ceived the  homage  of  the  Silesian  states  at  Breslau,  and 
returned  to  Berlin.  In  December,  the  Prussian  army  was 
distributed  in  winter  quarters  in  Mor.-'.via,  after  having 
taken  Olmutz,  the  capital  of  that  province ;  and  in  March 
his  Prussian  majesty  formed  a  camp  of  observation  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Magdeburgh. 

$  VIII.  The  elector  of  Hanover  was  alarmed  at  the 
success  of  the  king  of  Prussia,  in  apprehension  that  he 
would  becgme- too  formidable  a  neighbour.  A  scheme  was 
said  to  have  been  proposed  to  the  court  of  Vienna,  for 
attacking  that  prince's  electoral  dominions,  and  dividing 
the  conquest:  but  it  never  was  put  in  execution.  Never- 
theless the  troops  of  Hanover  were  augmented:  the 
auxiliary  Danes  and  Hessians  in  the  pay  of  Great  Britain 
were  ordered  to  be  in  readiness  to  piarch ;  and  a  good 
number  of  British  forces  encamped  and  prepared  for  em* 
barkation.  The  subsidy  of  three  hunted  thousand  pounds, 
granted  by  parUament,  was  remitted  to  the  queen  of  Hun- 
gary; and  every  thing  seemed  to  presage  the  vigorous 
interposition  of  his  Britannic  majesty.  But  in  a  little  time 
after  his  arrival  ;u  Hanover,  that  spirit  of  action  seemed  to 
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Sag  even  while  her  Ifivogsrlan  majesty  toUfred  on  the 
veifgc  of  ruin.  France  Msolved  to  m\zc  thia  opportunHy 
of  crudiin§  the  house  of  Ai^stria.  ia  order  le  inthaidaie 
the  ekctor  of  Haaover,  niarescfaa)  Mallcboia  was  stot  ^idi 
a  aumeroua  army  into  WeatphaUa ;  and  this  expedient 
proved  egectiial.  A  treaty  of  neutrality  was  conoloded : 
and  the  king  of  Great  Britain  engaged  to  vote  for  th^ 
elector  of  Bavaria  at  die  ensuing  election  of  i^n  emperoiv 
The  design  qf  the  French  court  was  to  raise  this  prii^e  to 
U»e  imperial  dignity,  and  furnish  htm  with  such  succours  a^ 
should  enable  him  to  deprive  the  queen  of  Hungary  of  her 
hereditary  dqminions. 

^  IX*  While  the  French  minister  at  Vienna  endeavoured 
to  amuse  the  queen  with  the  strongest  assurances  of  his 
master's  friendship,  a  body  of  iive-and->thtrty  thousand  men 
begaq  their  march  for  Germany,  in  order  to  join  the  elector 
of  Bavaria :  another  French  army  was  assembled  upon  the 
Rhine;  and  the  eount  de  Bollejsle  being  provided  with 
large  sums  of  money,  was  sent  to  negotiate  with  diflSsrent 
electors.  Having  thus  secured  a  majority  of  voices,  he 
procc;eded  to  Munich,  where  he  presented  the  elector  of 
Bavaria  with  a  commission,  appointing  htm  generalissimo 
pf  th^'French  troc»ns  marching  to  his  assistance:  and  now 
the  treaty  of  Nymphenb\irgh  was  concluded.  The  French 
king  engaged  to  assist  the  elector  with  his  whole  poweri 
towards  raising  him  to  the  Imperial  throne :  the  elector 
promised,  that  after  his  elevation  he  would  never  attempt 
to  recover  any  of  the  towns  or  provinces  of  die  empire 
which  France  had  conquered  :  that  he  would  in  his  Impe* 
rial  capacity,  renounce  the  barrier  treaty ;  and  agree  that 
France  should  irrevocably  retain  whatever  places  she 
should  subdue  in  the  Austrian  Netherlands.  The  next 
step  of  Bclleisle  was  to  negotiate  another  treaty  between 
France  and  Prussia,  importing,  that  the  elector  of  Bai)aria 
ahoqld  possess  Bohemia,  Upper  Austria,  and  the  Tyrolese : 
that  the  king  of  Poland  should  be  gratified  with  Moravia 
imd  Upper  Silesia;  and  that  his  Prussian  majesty  should 
setain  Lower  Silesia,  with  the  town  of  Neiss  and  the  coUnty 
of  Glatz.  These  precautions  being  taken,  the  cotmt  de 
Belleisle  repaired  to  Franckfort,  in  quality  of  ambassador 
and  pleiMpotentiary  from  France,  at  the  Imperial  diet  of 
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dection.  it  was  In  this  city  that  the  French  king  publish- 
ed a  declaration,  signifying,  that  as  the  king  of  Great  Brl- 
sain  had  assembled  an  army  to  influence  the  approaching 
election  of  an  emperor,  his  most  christian  majesty,  as 
goavantee  of  the  treaty  of  Westphalia,  had  ordered  sonrie 
troops  to  advance  towards  the  Shine,  with  a  view  to  main- 
tain the  tranquillity  of  the  Germanic  body,  and  secure  the 
ireedbm  of  the  Imperial  election*  * 

$  X*  In  July,  the  elector  of  Bavaria  being  joined  by  the 
French  forces  under  mareschal  Broglio,  surprised  the 
Imperial  city  of  Fassao,  upon  the  Danube:  and  entering 
Upper  Austria,  at  the  head  of  seventy  thousand  men,  took 
possession  of  Lime,  where  he  received  the  homage  of  the 
states  of  that  country.  Understanding  that  the  garrison  of 
Vienna,  was  very  numerous,  and  that  cotint  Palfi  had 
assembled  thirty  thousand  Hungarians  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  this  capital,  he  made  no  further  progress  in  Austria, 
but  marched  into  Bohemia,  where  he  was  reinforced  by  a. 
^onsidei^le  body  of  Saxons,  tinder  the  command  of  coun« 
Rutowski,  natural  son  to  the  late  king  of  Poland.  By  this 
time  his  Polish  majesty  had  acceded  to  the  treaty  of  Nym- 
phenbourg,  and  declared  war  against  the  queen  of  Hungary, 
•a  the  most  frivc^us  pretences.  The  elector  of  Bavaria 
advanced  to  Prague,  which  Was  taken  in  the  night  by  sca- 
lade:  an  achievement  in  which  Maurice  count  of  Saxe, 
another  natural  son  of  the  king  of  Poland,  distinguished 
liimself  as  the  head  of  the  French  forces.  In  December 
she  dectQr  of  Bavaria  made  his  public  entry  into  his  capi- 
tal, where  he  was  prc»clalmed  king  of  Bohemia,  and  inaugu- 
rated with  the  usual  solemnities;  then  he  set  out  for 
Franckfdrt,  to  be  present  at  the  diet  of  election. 

§  XI.  At  this  period  the  queen  of  Hungary  saw  herself 
"abandoned  by  all  her  allies,  and  seemingly  devoted  to 
'destruption.  She  was  not,  however,  forsaken  by  her 
courage ;  nor  destitute  of  good  officers,  and  an  able  minis- 
try. She  retired  to  Presburgh,  and  in  a  pathetic  Latin 
speech  to  the  States,  e]|;pressed  her  confidence  in  the  loyalty 
and  valour  of  her  Hungarian  subjects.  The  nobility  of 
that  kingdom,  touched  with  her  presence  and  distress^ 
assured  her,  unanimously,  that  they  would  sacrifice  their 
lives  and  fortunes  in  her  defence.     The  ban  Jbetng  raised, 
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that  braVe  people  crowded  to  her  atimdard ;  and  the  diet 
expressed  their  sentiments  against  her  enemy  by  a  public 
edict,  excluding  for  ever  the  electoral  htouse  of  Bavaria 
from  the  succession  to  the  crown  of  Hungary :  yet,  without 
the  subsidy  she  received  from  Great  Britain,  their  courage 
and  attachment  would  have  proved  ineffectual.  By  this 
supply  she  was  enabled  to  pay  her  army,  erect  magazines  ^ 
complete  her  warlike  preparations,  and  put  her  strong 
places  in  a  posture  of  defence.  In  December,  her  gene- 
rals, Berenclau  and  Mentzel,  defeated  count  Thoring,  who 
commanded  eight  thousand  men,  at  the  pass  of  Scardingen, 
and  opening  their  way  into  Bavaria,  laid  the  whole  coun- 
try under  contribution ;  while  count  Khevaihuller  retook 
the  city  of  Lintz,  and  drove  the  French  troops  out  of 
Austria.  The  grand  seignior  assured  the  queen  of  Hun- 
gary, that  far  from  taking  advantage  of  her  troubles,  he 
should  seize  all  opportunities  to  convince  her  of  his  friend- 
ship ;  the  pope  permitted  her  to  levy  a  tenth  on  the  reve* 
^ues  of  the  clergy  within  her  dominions ;  and  even  to  use 
all  the  church  plate  for  the  support  of  the  war. 

$  XII.  As  the  czarina  expressed  an  inclination  to 
assist  this  unfortunate  princess,  the  French  court  resolved 
to  find  her  employment  in  another  quarter.  They  had 
alresldy  gained  over  to  their  interest  count  Gyllenburgh, 
prime  minister  and  president  of  the  chancery  in  Sweden. 
A  dispute  happening  between  him  and  Mr.  Bumaby,  the 
British  resident  in  Stockholm,  some  warm  altercation 
passed :  Mr.  Bumaby  was  forbid  the  court,  and  published 
a  memorial  in  his  own  vindication ;  on  the  other  hand,  the 
king  of  Sweden  justified  his  conduct  in  a  rescript  sent  to^ 
all  th»  foreign  ministers.  The  king  of  Great  Britain  had 
proposfed  a  subsidy  treaty  to  Sweden,  which,  from  the  influ* 
eprce  of  French  counsels,  was  rejected.  The  Swedes  having 
assembled  a  numerous  army  in  Finland,  and  equipped  a 
large  squadron  of  ships,  declared  war  against  Russia,  upon 
the  most  trifling  pretences;  and  the  fleet  putting  to  sea, 
commenced  hostilities  by  blocking  up  the  Russian  ports  in 
Livonia*  A  body  of  eleven  thousand  Swedes  commanded 
by  general  Wrangle,  having  advanced  to  Willmenstrand^ 
were,  in  August,  attacked  and  defeated  by  general  Lasci, 
at  the  h()ad  of  thirty  thousand  Russians.     Count  Lewen- 
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liaupt,  wko.  cpmiwndftd  tk^  nwn  army  of  ihe  Swedes, 
resolved  to  take  yeageaijce  for  this  disgrace^  after  the  Rus- 
sian troops  had  retired  into  winter  quarters.  In  December 
be  marched  towards  Wybourg :  but  receiving  letters  from 
the  prince  of  Hesse  Hombous^  and  the  marquis  de^la  Che- 
tardie,  the  French  ambassador  at  Petersburgh,  informing 
him  of  the  surprising  revolution  which  had  just  happen\;d 
in  Russia,  and  proposing  a  suspension  of  hostilities;  he 
retreated  with  his  army,  in  order  to  wait  for  further  instruc- 
.ttons ;  and  the  two  cmirts  agreed  to  a  cessation  of  arms  for 
three  months* 

$  XIIL  The  Russians  had  been  for  some  time  discon- 
tented with  their  government.  The  late  czarina  was 
influenced  chiefly  by  Grerman  counsels,  and  employed  agreat 
number  of  foreigners  in  her  service*  These  causes  of  dis- 
content produced  factions  and  conspiracies ;  and  when  they 
were  discovered,  the  empress  treated  the  authors  of  them 
with  such  severity  as  increased  the  general  disaffection. 
Besides,  they  were  displefised  at  the  manner. in  which  she 
had  settled  the  succession*  The  prince  of  Brunswick 
Lunenburg  Bevem,  father  to  the  young  czar,  was  not  at  all 
agreeable  to  the  Russian  nobility,  and  his  consort,  the  prinr 
cess  Anne,  of  Mecklenburgh,  having  assumed. the  reins  of 
government  during  her  son's  minority,  seemed  to  follow  the 
maxims,  of  her  aunt,  the  late  czarina.  The  Russian  gran- 
dees and  generals,  therefore,  turned  their  eyes  upon  the 
princess  Elizabeth,  who  was  daughter  of  Peter  the  Great, 
and  the  darling  of  the  empire*  The  French  ambassador 
gladly  concurred  in  a  project  for  deposing  a  princess  who 
was  well  affected  to  the  house  of  Austria.  General  Lasci 
approved  of  the  design,  which  was  chiefly  conducted  by  the 
prince  of  Hesse  Hombourg,  who,  in  the  reigns  of  the  em- 
press Catharine  and  Peter  II.  had  been  generalissimo  of 
the  Russian  army.  The  good  will  and  concurrence  of  the 
troops  being  secured,  two  regiments  of  guards  took  posses- 
sion of  all  the  avenues  of  the  Imperial  palace  at  Petersburgh. 
The  princess  Elizabeth,  putting  herself  at  the  head  of  one 
thousand  men,  on  the  fifth  day  of  December  entered  the 
winter  palace,  where  the  princess  of  Mecklenburgh  and  the 
infant  czar  resided.  She  advanced  into  the  chamber  where 
the  princess  and  her  consort  lay,  and  desired  them  to  rise, 
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flod  quit  tte  palace,  adding-  ihtk  their  pKnona  wfcre  safiej 
and  tbat  they  could  not  juitly  blame  her  for  asserting  her 
right.  At  the  same  time,  the  counu  Osterman,  Golofhair* 
kin,  Mingden,  and  Munich,  were  arrested;  their  papeit 
and  effects  were  seized,  and  their  t)ersoits  conve}^d  ta 
Schltsselbourg,  a  fortress  on  the  Neva.  Early  in  the 
hioming  the  sebatie  assembling,  declared  all  that,  bad  passed 
siface  the  reign  of  Peter  II.  to  be  usurpation ;  and  that  the 
Imperial  dignity  belonged  of  right  to  th&princess  Elizabeth : 
the  was  immediately  proclaimed  empress  of  all  the  Russiao^ 
and  recognized  by  the  army  in  Finland.  She  forthwith  pub* 
lished  a  general  act  of  indemnity :  she  created  the  prince  of 
Hesse  Homboufg  genek-alissimo  of  her  armies ;  she  restored 
the  Dolgorucky  family  to  their  honours  knd  estates :  she  recal- 
led and  rewarded  all  those  who  had  been  banished  for  fav* 
curing  her  pretensions :  she  ihitigated  the  exile  of  the  dulce 
of  Courland,  by  indulging  him  with  a  maintenance  more 
suitable  to  his  rank :  she  released  general  Wrangle^  count 
Wassaburg,  and  the  other  Swedish  officers,  who  had  been 
taken  at  the  battle  of  Willihenstrand :  and  the  princess  Ann 
ef  Mecklenburgh,  with  her  consort  And  children,  were  sent 
wnder  a  strong  guard  to  Riga,  the  capital  of  Livonia. 

$  XIV.  Amidst  these  tempests  6f  war  and  revolution, 
the  states  general  wisely  determined  to  preserve  their  own 
tranquillity.  It  was,  doubtless,  their  interest  to  avoid  the 
dangers  and  expenses  of  a  war,  and  tK>  profit  by  iliat  stag^ 
nation  of  commerce  which  tvould  necessarily  happen  among 
their  neighbours  that  were  at  open  enmity  with  each  other : 
besides,  they  were  overawed  by  the  declarations  of  the 
French  monSrch  on  one  side ;  by  the  power,  activity,  and 
pretensions  of  his  Prussian  majesty  on  the  other ;  and  they 
dreaded  the  prospect  of  a  stadtholder  at  the  head  of  their 
army.  These  at  least  were  the  sentiments  of  many  Dutch 
|>atriots,  reinforced  by  othtrrs  that  acted  under  French 
influence.  But  the  prince  of  Orange  numbered  among  his 
partisans  and  adherents  many  persons  of  dignity  aisd  credit 
in  the  conimonwcalth :  he  vms  adored  by  the  populace, 
who  loudly  exclatmid  against  thtir  governors,  and  cla- 
moured for  a  war,  without  ceasing.  1  his  national  spirit, 
joined  to  the  remonstrances  and  requisitions  made  by  thib 
eourtSi  of  Vienna  and  London,  obliged  the  states  to  issue 
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orders  for  an  augmentation  of  their  foixetf :  but  these  were 
executed  so  slowly,  that  neither  France  nor  Prussia  had 
much  cause  to  take  umbrage  at  their  preparations.  In 
Italy  the  king  of  Sardinia  declared  for  the  house  of  Aus* 
tria:  the  republic  of  Genoa  was  deeply  engaged  in  the 
French  interest:  the  pope,  the  Venetians,  and  the  duke* 
dom  of  Tuscany  were  neutral :  the  king  of  Naples  resolved 
to  support  the  claim  of  his  family  to  the  Austrian  domin- 
ions in  Italy,  and  began  to  make  preparations  accordingly* 
His  mother,  the  queen  of  Spain,  had  formed  a  plan  for 
erecting  these  dominions  into  a  monarchy  for  her  second 
son  Don  Philip ;  and  a  body  of  fifteen  thousand  men  being- 
embarked  at  Barcelona,  were  transported  to  Orbitello, 
under  the  convoy  of  the  united  squadrons  of  France  and 
Spain.  While  admiral  Haddock,  with  twelve  ships  of  the 
line,  lay  at  anchor  in  the  bay  of  Gibraltar,  the  Spanish  fleet 
passed  the  straits  in  the  night,  and  was  joined  by  the  French 
squadron  from  Toulon.  The  British  admiral  sailing  from 
Gibraltar,  fell  in  with  them  in  a  few  days,  and  found  both 
squadrons  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle.  As  he  bore  down 
upon  the  Spanish  fleet,  the  French  admiral  sent  a  flag  of 
truce,  to  inform  him  that  as  the  French  and  Spaniards  were 
engaged  in  a  joint  expedition,  he  should  be  obliged  to  act 
in  concert  with  his  master's  allies.  This .  interposition 
prevented  an  engagement.  The  con^bined  fleets  amounting 
to  double  the  number  of  the  English  squadron,  admiral 
Haddock  was  obliged  to  desist;  and  proceeded  to  Port 
Mahon,  leaving  the  enemy  to  prosecute  their  voyage  with^ 
out  molestation.  The  people  of  England  were  incensed  af 
this  transaction,  and  did  not  scruple  to  affirm,  that  the 
hands  of  the  British  admiral  were  tied  up  by  the  neutrajitj^ 
of  Hanf^ver.** 


d  In  tkc  month  of  July  two  sliips  of  Haddock's  8(iinidron  fiiHSng  in  v:\i\i  three 
preoch  ships  of  war,  captain  Barnet,  tlie  KngHsh  commodore,  supposing  them  tQ 
be  Spanish  register  ships,  fired  a  shot  in  order  to  hring  them  to ;  and  the^  refusing 
to  comply  with  this  signaJ,  a  sharp  engagement  ensued ;  after  they  had  fought  sev- 
era!  hoars,  the  French  commander  ceafed  firing,  and  thoueht  proper  to  come  to  an 
explanation,  when  he  and  Barnet  parted  with  mutual  apologies. 

In  the  eourse  of  this  year  a  dangerous  eonspiracy  was  discovered  at  New  York, 
in  North  America.  One  Uewaon,  a  low  paUieafti,  had  engaged  several  negroes  in 
a  design  to  destroy  the  town,  and  massacre  the  people.  Fire  was  set  to  several 
narts  of  the  city  ;  nine  or  ten  negroes  were  apprehended,  convicted,  nnd  liiirned 
alive.  Uewson,  with  his  wife,  and  a  servant  maid  privy  to  the  plot,  vcre  tuood 
goilty  and  hanged^  though  they  died  protesting  their  innocence.  x 

Vou  II.  O  o  o 
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$  XV.  The  court  of  Af  adrid  seemed  to*  have  sbak'ea 
off  that  indolence  and  phlegm  which  had  formerly  disgraced 
the  counsels  of  Spain.     They,  no  sooner  learned  the  destif* 
nation  of  commodore  Anson,  who  had  sailed  from  Splthead 
in  the  course  of  the  preceding  year,  than  they  sent  Doa 
Pizzaro,  with  a  more  powerfid  squadron,  upon  the  same 
▼oyage  to  defeat  his  design.     He  accordingly  steered  the 
same  course,  and  actually  fell  in  with  one  or  two  ships  c^ 
the  British  armament,  near  the  straits  of  Magellan ;  but  he 
could  not  weather   a  long  and  furious  tempest,  through 
which  Mr.  Anson  proceeded  into  the  South  Sea.     One  of 
the  Spanish  ships  perished  at  sea :  another  Was  wrecked  oa 
the  coast  of  Brazil :  and  Pizzaro  bore  away  for  the  Rto  de 
la  Plata,  where  he  arrived  with  the  three  remaining  sbips^ 
in  a  shattered  condition,  after  having  lost  twelve  hundred 
men  by  sickness  and  famine.     The  Spaniards  exerted  the 
same  vigilance  and  a/ctivity  in  Europe.     Their  privateers 
were  so  industrious  and  successful,  that  in  the  beginning  of 
this  year  they  had  taken,  since  the  commencement  of  the 
war,  four  hundred  and  seven  ships  belonging  to  the  sub« 
jects  of  Great  Britain,  valued  at  near  four  millions  of  pias» 
tres.        The  tmders  had,  therefore,   too   much  cause   to 
complain,'  considering  the   formidable   fleets  which   were 
maintained  for  the  protection  of  commerce.     In  the  course 
of  the  summer  sir  John  Norris  had  twice  sailed  toward$ 
the  froast  of  Spain,  at  the  head  of  a  powerful  squa^roft, 
without  taking  any  effectual  step  for  annoying  the  enemy, 
as  if  the  sole  intention  of  the  ministry  had  been  to  expose 
the  nation  to  the  ridicule  and  contempt  of  its  eDemies« 
The  inactivity  of  the  British  arms  appears  the  more  inex* 
cusable,  when  we  consider  the  great  armaments  which  had 
been  prepared.     The  land  forces  of  Great  Britain,  exclusive 
of  the  Danish  and  Hessian  auxiliaries,  amounted  to  sixty 
thousand  men ;  and  the  fleet  consisted  of  above  one  hun« 
dred  ships  of  war,  manned  by  fifty-four  thousand  sailors, 
§  XVI.  The  general  discontent  of  the  people  had  a 
manifest  influence  upon  the  election  of  members  for  the 
new  parliament,  which  produced   one  of  the  most  violent 
contests  between  the  two  pll-tics,  which  had  happened  since 
|he  revolution.     All  the  adherents  of  the  prince  of  Wales 
<:pqcurr<jd  with   the   country  partj,   in   opposi^n  to  th« 


«imailferi  wM  ihe  dukt  of  Ar|^ie  exertc|d  hUntdf  so  tisc^ 
oesftfuliy  among  ^he  shires  and  boroughs  of  Scotland,  that 
the  {MTtisans  of  the  ministry  could  not  secure  six  members 
out  of  the  whole  number  returned  from  North  Britain^ 
They  were,  however,  much  more  fortunate  in  the  election 
iaf  the  sixteen  peers,  who  were  chosen  literally  according  to 
the  list  transmitted  from  court.  Instructions  were  delivered 
by  the  constituents  to  a  great  number  of  members  returned 
|br  cities  and  counties,  exhorting  and  requiring  them  to 
pppoae  a  standing  army  in  time  of  peace :  to  vote  for  the 
laitigation  of  excise  laws,  for  the  repeal  of  septennial  par- 
liaments; and  for  the  limitation  of  placemen  in  the  house 
bf.  commons.  They,  likewise,  insisted  upon  their  examin- 
jkig  into  the  particulars  of  the  public  expense,  and  endea- 
^Kourtng  to  redress  the  grievances  of  the  nation.  Obstinate 
struggles  were  maihtained  in  all  parts  of  the  united  king^ 
doim  with  uncommon  ardour  and  perseverance ;  and  such  a 
imtional  spirit  of  opposition  prevailed,  that,  notwithstanding 
the  whole  weight  of  ministerial  influence,  the  contrary 
interest  seemed  to  preponderate  in  the  new  parliament* 

$  XVIL  The  king  returned  to  England  in  the  month 

of  October :  and  on  the  first  day  of  December  the  session 

was  opened.     Mr.   Onslow  being  rechosen  speaker  was 

oppiDved  of  by  his  majesty,  who  spoke  in  the  usual  stile 

la  both  houses.     He  observed,  that  the  former  parUament 

kad  formed  the  strongest  resolutions  in  favour  of  the  queen 

of  Hungary,  for  the  maintenance  of  the  pragmatic  sane- 

tion ;  for  the  preservation  of  the  balance  of  power,  and  the 

pe^ce  and  liberties  of  Europe ;  and  that  if  the  other  powers 

which  were  under  the  like  engagements  with   him  had 

answered  the  just   expectations   so   solemnly   given,   the 

•silipport  of  the  common  cause  would  have  been  attended 

jwith  less  difficulty.     )Ie  said,  he  had  endeavoured,  by  the 

most  proper  and  early  applications,  to  induce  other  powers 

diat  were  united  with  him  by  the  ties  of  common  interest 

to  concert  such  measures  as  so  important  and  critical  a 

conjuncture  required  i  that  where  an  accommodation  seemed 

necessary,  he  had  laboured  to  reconcile  princes  whose  union 

would  have  been  the  most  effectual  means  to  prevent  the 

mischieia  which  had  happened,  and  the  best  security  for  the 

interest  and  safetv  of  ^e  whole. .  JHe  owned  his  endeavours 
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hsd  not  hitherto  produced  the  desired  effects  ihough  he  w«i 
not  without  hope,  that  a  just  sense  of  approaching  dang^ 
would  give  a  more  favourable  turn  to  the  counsels  of  other 
nsltions.  He  represented  the  necessity  of  putting  the  king* 
dom  in  such  a  posture  of  defence  as  would  enable  him  to 
improve  all  opportunities  of  maintaining  the  liberties  of 
Europe,  and  defeat  any  attempts  that  should  be  made  against 
him  and  his  dominions ;  and  he  recommended  unanimity, 
vigour,  and  despatch.  The  house  of  commons  having 
appointed  their  several  committees,  the  speaker  report<;d 
the  king's  speech ;  and  Mr.  Herbert  moved  for  an  asddress 
of  ^hatiks,  including  an  approbation  of  the  means  by  which 
the  war  had  been  prosecuted.  The  motion  being  seconded 
by  Mr.  Trevor,  lord  Noel  Somerset  stood  up  and  moved, 
that  the  house  would  in  their  address  desire  his  majesty  not 
to  engage  these  kingdoms  in  a  war  for  the  preservation  ci 
his  foreign  dominions.  He  was  supported  by  that  incor- 
ruptible  patriot,  Mr.  Shippen,  who  declared  he  was  neither 
•ashamed  nor  afraid  to  affirm,  that  thirty  years  had  made  no 
change  in  any  of  his  political  opinions.  He  said  he  was 
grown  old  in  the  house  of  commons ;  that  time  had  verified 
the  predictions  he  had  formerly  uttered ;,  and  that  he  had 
seen  his  conjectures  ripened  iiito  knowledge.  ^^  If  my 
^*  country  (added  he)  has  been  so  unfortunate  as  once  more 
"  to  commit  her  interest  to  men  who  proposed  to  them* 
**'  selves  no  advantage  from  their  trust  but  that  of  selling  it, 
*^  I  may,  perhaps,  fall  once  more  under  censure  for  dedar* 
*^  ing  my  opiniop,  and  be  once  more  treated  as  a  criminal, 
**  for  asserting  what  they  who  punish  me  cannot  deny ;  for 
^  maintaining  that  Hanoverian  maxims  are  inconsistent 
^^  with  the  happiness  of  this  nation ;  and  for  preserving  the 
*^  caution  so  strongly  inculcated  by  those  patriots  who 
^*  framed  the  act  of  settlement,  and  conferred  upon  the 
**  present  royal  family  their  tide  to  the  throne."  He  pttv 
ticularized  the  instances  in  which  the  ministry  had  acted 
in  diametrical  opposition  to  that  necessary  constitution; 
and  he  insisted  on  the  necessity  of  taking  some  step  to 
remove  the  apprehensions  of  the  people,  who  began  to  think 
themselves  in  danger  of  being  sacrificed  to  the  security  ef 
foreign  dominions.  Mr.  Gibbon  who  spoke  on  the  same 
side  of  th<    questipni  Qxpatiatc^d  apo|i  the  absurdiqr  of 
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reiarnhig  tfaJuils'  ibr  the  prosecation  of  a  war  which  had 
been  egregiously  mismanaged.  "  What !  (said  he)  are 
^  our  thanks  to  be  solemnly  returned  for  defeats,  djsgrace, 
*^  and  losses,  the  rum  of  our  merchants,  the  imprisonment  of 
*^  mar  sailors,  idle  shows  of  armaments,  and 'useless  expen* 
^  ses  ?"  Sir  Robert  Walpole  having  made  a  short  speech  in 
defence  of  the  first  motion  for  an  address,  was  answered  by 
'Mr.  Pulteney,  who  seemed  to  be  animated  with  a  double 
proportion  of  patriot  indignation.  He  asserted,  that  from 
a  review  of  that  minist^'s  conduct  since  the  beginning  of 
the  dispute  with  Spain,  it  would  appear  that  he  had  Men 
gitllty  not  only  of  single  errors,  but  of  deliberate  treachery: 
that  he  had  always  cooperated  with  the  enemies  of  his 
coiiiltry,  and  sacrificed  to  his  private  interest  the  happiness 
and  honour  of  the  British  nation.  He  then  entered  into  a 
^tail  of  that  conduct  against  which  he  had  so  often 
declaimed ;  and  being  transported  by  an  over  heated  ima- 
{^nation,  accused  him  of  personal  attachment  and  affection 
to  the  enemies  of  the  kingdom.  A  charge  that  was  doubt- 
'less  the  result  of  exaggerated  animosity*,  and  served  only 
^o  invalidate  the  other  articles  of  imputation  that  were  much 
^better  founded.  His  objections  were  overruled ;  and  the 
address,  as  at  first  proposed,  was  presented  to  his  majesty. 

$  XVIII.  This  small  advantage  however,  the  minister 
did  not  consider  as  a  proof  of  his  having  ascertained  an 
Xindoubted  majority  in  the  house  of  commons.  There  waa 
a  great  number  of  disputed  elections ;  and  the  discussion  of 
these  was  th^  point  on  which  the  people  had  turned  their 
eyes,  as  the  criterion  of  the  minister's  power  and  credit.  In 
the  first  which  was  heard  at  the  bar  of  the  house,  he  car* 
ried  his  point  by  a  majority  of  six  only ;  and  this  he  looked 
upon  as  a  defeat  rather  th«i  a  victory.  His  enemies  exulted 
in  their  strength ;  as  they  knew  they  should  be  joined,  in 
natters  of  importance,  by  several  members  who  voted 
mgaiMt  diem  ott  this  occasion.  The  inconsiderable  majority 
that  appeared  ou  the  side  of  the  administration  plainly 
•^oved  that  die  influence  of  the  minister  was  greatly 
^Kmtnished,  and  seemed  to  prognosticate  his  further  decline. 
This  ^consideratfon  induced  some  individuals  to  deolare 
•agamst^hnn  as*  a  setting  sun,  from  whose  beams  they  could 
;aiqpsct  aa  ftvfter  w«mitli.  His  adlwveiits  began  to  tremble; 


47a  UI8T0RT  W  MMOMXn.  ^^^^ 

mod  he  himsdf  had  occasioo  lor  ftU  hb  art.  nd  «rqmtf^iaiiiyv 
The  court  interest  was  not  sufficient  to  support  the  election 
of  their  own  members  for  Westminister.  The  bigl>|  bailiff 
had  been  guilty  of  some  illegal  practi^s  at  the  pcktl;  and 
three  justices  of  the  peace  had,  on  pretence  of  ptcvcating 
riots,  sent  for  a  military  force  to  overawe  the  electitin*  A 
petition  presented  by  the  electors  of  Westminster  wsus 
taken  into  consideration  by  the  house;  and  the  election 
was  declared  void  by  a  majority  of  four  voic^*  The 
high  bailiff  was  taken  into  custody^  the  officer  who.ordered 
the  soldiers  to  march,  and  the  three  justices  who  signed  thr 
letter,  in  consequence  of  which  he  acted  were  reprioaandsd 
on  their  knees  at  the  bar  of  the  house. 

$  XIX.  The  country  party  maiotaioed  the  adv«iCa^ 
they  had  gained  in  deciding  upon  several  other  controvetUfA 
elections ;  and  sir  Robert  Walpole  tottered  on  die  brink  0f 
ruin.  He  knew  that  the  majority  of  a  single  V^te  WOtiW 
at  any  time  commit  him  prisoner  to  the  Tower,  should  ever 
the  motion  be  made :  and  he  saw  that  his  safety  could  be 
effected  by  no  other  expedient  but  that  of  dividing  t^e  op^ 
position.  Towards  the  accomplishment  of  tbia  purpose  he 
employed  all  his  credit  and  dexterity.  His  elojussari^s  dM 
not  fail  to  tamper  with  those  members  of  the  opposite  paltjr 
who  were  the  most  likely  to  be  converted  by  their  argu«* 
ments.  A  message  was  sent  by  the  bishop. ol  Oxford  to  the 
prince  of  Wales,  importing,  that  if  his  royal  highness  would 
write  a  letter  of  condescension  to  the  king,  he  end  all  hU 
counsellors  should  be  taken  into  favour ;  that  tfty  th<m<- 
sand  pounds  should  be  added  to  his  revenue;  lour  tim«s 
4iat  sum  be  disbursed  immediately  for  the  payment  of  hb 
debts;,  and  suitable  provision  be  made  in  ihie  Mme  for  ^I 
his  followers.  The  princ^e  declined  this  pro^sal*  He 
declared  that  he  would  accept  no  sUch  conditiom,  wliile  tif 
Robert.  Walpole  continued  to  direct  the  public  affidie:  that 
he  looked  upon  him  as  a  bar  between  his  B^ajeety  and  the 
affections  of  his  people ;  as  die  audior  of  the  naiioiial  griev* 
ances  both  at  home  and  abroad;  and  as  the  sote  oatise  of 
that  contempt  which  Greet  Britain  bad  incurred  in  all  the 
Qouru  of  Europe.  His  royal  hif^mesa  Was  how  chief  of 
this  formidable  party,  revered  by  the  whole  iiatioa»-<i  party 
which  had  gained  the  eacandancy  ia  db»  .housed  9Mntnia»i 


iMdi  |ff»f«iiiBcl  to  Mt  upqn«the  pmQi|des  ^f  ptibUc  vivtue : 
winch  demanded  the  fall  of  an  odious  mmisterf  as  a  sacrt* 
^  due  to  an  injiur^  people ;  and  declared  that  no  tempta*' 
tioB  eotdd  shake  their  virtue ;  that  no  arc  could  diasolve  the 
cement  by  ivhich  they  were  united.  Sir  Robert  Walpole, 
Aauf^  lepuked  in  this  atttempt  upon  the  prince  of  Wales, 
was  more  successful  in  his  other  endeavours.  He  resolved 
tO' try  his  strength  once  more  in  the  house,  of  commons,  in 
^Miother disputed  election;  and  had  the  mortification  to  see 
Ibe  majority  augmented  to  sixteen  voices.  He  declared  ho 
would  never  more  sit  iti  that  bouse ;  and  next  day,  which 
was  the  third  of  February,  the  king  adjourned  bo^  houses 
of  ^kariiameiit  to  the*  eighteenth  day  of  die  same  month.  la 
dus  iilfierim  sir  Robert  Waltiole  was  created  earl  of  Orfordi 
and  resigned  all  his  employments. 

$;  XK.  At  no  time  of  his  life  did  he  acquit  himself  with 
si^eh  prudential  policy'  as  he  now  displayed.  He  found 
meaae^to  separice  the  parts  that  composed  thp  opposition,  and 
to  transfer  the  popular  odium  from  himself  tx>  those  who  had 
professed  themselves  his  keenest  adversauries.  The  Qoun* 
try  partyv  consisted  of  the  toiiest  reinforced  by  discontented 
whigs,  who  had  either  been  disappointed  in  their  own  am- 
bitious views,  or  felt  for  the  distresses  of  their  country,  occsi* 
sioned  by  a  weak  and  worthless  administration.  The  old 
patriou,  and  the  whigs  whom  they  had  joined  acted  upon 
^ery  different,  and,  indeed,  upon  opposite  principles  of 
government :  and,  therefore,  they  were  united  only  by  the 
ttes  of  convenience.  A  coalition  was  projected  between 
ike  discontented  whigs  and  those  of  the  same  denomination 
who  i<cied  in  the  ministry.  Some  were  gratified  with  titles 
and  oA^s  i  and  wA  were  assured,  that  in  the  management 
of  affairs  a  new  system  would  be  adopted,  according  to  the 
plan  they  themselves  should  propose.  The  court  required 
nothing  of  them,  but  that  the  earl  of  Orford  should  escape 
wlAr  trnpunity.  His  place  of  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
wasbeiittwed  upon  Mr.  Sandys,  who  was  likewise  appointed 
a  lord  of  the  treasury ;  and  the  earl  of  Wilmington  sue** 
eeeded  him  as  first  commissioner  of  that  board.  Lord  Har- 
rington being  dignified  with'  the  title  of  earl.  Was  declared 
president  of  the  council ;  and  in  his  room  lord  Carteret 
Irecame  secretary  ^  state.    The  duke  of  Argyle  was  made 
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master  general  of  the  ordmmc,  colonel  of  hb  majestjrV 
royal  regiment  of  borseguards,  field  marshal  and  €Oiii<- 
mander  in  chief  of  all  the  forces  in  South  Britain :  bttt|. 
finding  himself  disappointed  in  his  expectations  of  the  coa- 
lition, he,  in  less  than  a  month,  renounced  all  these 
employments.  The  marquis  of  Tweedale  was  ^appomfed 
secretary  of  state  for  Scotland,  a  post  which  had  been  long 
suppressed ;  Mr*  Pulteney  was  sworn  of  die  privy  council, 
and  afterwards  created  earl  of  Bath*  The  earl  of  Winchd« 
aea  and  Nottingham  was  preferred  to  the  head  of  the  admi^ 
ralty,  in  the  room  of  sir  Charles  Wager ;.  and,  after  the 
resignation  of  the  duke  of  Argyle,  the .  earl  of  Stair  was 
appointed  field  martial  of  all  his  majesty's  forces,  as  well  as 
ambassador  extraordinary  to  the  sutes  gene^d.  On  the 
seventeenth  day  of  February  the  prince  of  Wales,  attended 
by  a  numerous  retinue  of  his  adherents,  waited  on  his 
majesty  who  received  him  graciously,  and  ordered  his 
guards  to  be  restored*  Lord  Carteret  and  Mr*  Sandys, 
were  the  first  who  embraced  the  offers  of  the  court,  without 
the  consent  or  privity  of  any  other  leaders  in  the  opposition, 
except  that  of  Mr.  Pulteney ;  but  they  declared  to  their 
friend^,  they  would  still  proceed  upon  patriot  principles: 
that  they  would  concur  in  promoting  an  inquiry  into  past 
measures ;  and  in  enacting  necessary  laws  to  secure  the 
constitution  from  the  practices  of  corruption.  These  pxb* 
fessions  were  believed,  not  only  by  their  dd  coadjutors  in 
the  house  of  commons,  but  also  by  the  nation  in  generak 
The  reconciliation  between  the  king  and  the  prince  of  Wales,. 
tK^ether  with  the.  change  in  the  ministry,  were  celebrated 
with  public  rejoicings  all  over  the  kingdom;  andimmedi* 
ately  after, the  adjournment  nothing  but  concord  appeared 
in  the  house  of  commons. 

§  XXI.  But  this  harmony  was  of  short  duration.  It 
aoon  appeared,  that  those  who  had  declaipied  the  loadest 
for  the  liberties  of  their  countr}'  had  been  actuated  solely 
by  the  most  sordid,  and  even  the  most  ridiculous  motives  of 
self  interest*  Jealousy  and  mutual  distrust  ensued  between 
them  and  their  former  confederates.  The  nation  com- 
plained, tliat,  instead  of  a  total  change  of  men  and  measures, 
they  saw  the  old  ministry  strengthened  by  this  coalition ; 
4nd  the  same  interest  in  parliament  predonunating  with 
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redoubled  inflaence.  They  branded  the  new  converts  as 
tpottales  and  betrayers  of  their  country ;  and  in  the  trans- 
ports of  their  indignadon,  they  entirely  overlooked  the  old 
obfect  of  their  resentment.  That  a  nobleman  of  pliant  prin- 
ciples, narrow  fortune,  and  unbounded  ambition,  should  for- 
sake his  party  for  the  blandishments  of  afButnce,  power^ 
and  authority,  will  not  appear  strange  to  any  person 
acquainted  with  the  human  heart ;  but  the  sensible  part  of 
mankind  will  always  reflect  with  amazement  upon  the  coa^ 
dact  of  a  man,  who  seeing  himself  idolized  by  his  fellow 
otizena,  as  the  first  and  firmest  patriot  in  the  kingdom,  as 
one  of  the  most  shining  ornaments  of  his  country,  could 
g^ve  up  all  his  popularity,  and  incur  the  contempt  or  detes- 
tation of  mankind,  for  the  wretched  consideration  of  an 
empty  title,  without  office,  idfluence,  or  the  least  substantial 
appendage.  One  cannot,  without  an  emotioti  of  grief,  con- 
template such  an  instance  of  infatuation — One  cannot  but 
lament,  that  such  glory  should  have  been  so  weakly  for- 
feited :  that  such  talents  should  have  been  lost  to  the  cause 
Ckf  liberty  and  virtue.  Doubtless  he  flattered  himseliwith 
the  hope  of  one  day  directing  the  counsels  of  his  sovereign ; 
but  this  was  never  accomplished,  and  he  remained  a  soli- 
taiy  monument  of  blasted  ambition.  Before  the  change  in 
the  ministry,  Mr.  Pulteney  moved  that  the  several  papers 
rdftUag  to  the  conduct  of  the  war,  which  had  been  laid 
befis)re.  the  house  should  be  referred  to  a  select  committee, 
who  should  examine  stricdy  into  the  particulars,  and  make 
a  report  to  the  house  of  their  remarks;  and  objecticms.  The 
motion  introduced  a  debate  i  but,  upon  a  divison,  was 
r^ectad  by  a  majority  of  three  voices.  Petitions  having  been 
presented  by  the  merchants  of  London,  Bristol,  Liverpool^ 
Glasgow,  and  almost  all  the  trading  towns  in'the  kingdom, 
complaining  of  the  losses  they  had  sustained,  by  the -bad 
conduct  of  the  war,  the  house  resolved  itself  into  a  corn-* 
mittee,  to  deliberate  on  these  remonstrances.  The  articles' 
of  the.  London  petition  were  expkuned  by  Mr.  Glover,  an 
eminent  merchant  of  that  city.  Six  days  «were  spent  in 
perusing  papers  and  examining  ^imesses :  then  the  saine 
gentleman  summed  up  the  evidence,,  and  in  a.  pathetic 
speech  endeavoured  to  demonstrate,  that  the  commerce  of 
Great  Britain  hadiieen  exposed*  to  the  insults  and  rapine  of 
Vol.  IL  P  p  p 
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die  Spamardf ,  not  by  inattention  or  accident^  but  by  OM 
uniform  and  contin\red  design.  This  inquiry  being  resumed 
tfter  the  adjournment,  copies  of  instructions  to  admirals 
and  captains  of  cruising  ships  were  laid  before  the  house; 
the  commons  passed  several  resolutions^  upon  which  a  bill 
was  prepared  for  the  better  protecting  and  securing  the  trade 
and  navigation  of  die  kingdom.  It  made  its  way  through 
the  lower  house ;  but  was  thrown  out  by  the  lords.  The 
pension  bill  was  revived,  and  sent  up  to  the  peers,  were  it 
was  again  rejected.  Lord  Carteret  voting  against  that  very 
measure  which  he  had  so  lately  endeavoured  to  promote. 
On  the  ninth  day  of  march,  lord  Limerick  made  a  motion 
for  appointing  a  coi^mittee  t6  inquire  into  the  cotiduct  of 
s0airs  for  the  last  twenty  years :  he  was  seconded  by  m 
John  St.  Aubyn,  and  supported  by  Mr.  Velters  Cornwall, 
Mr.  Philips,  Mr.  W.  Pitt,  and  lord  Pcrcival,  the  new  mem- 
ber for  Westititnster,  who  had  already  signalized  himself 
by  his  eloquence  and  capacit}'.  The  motion  was  opposed 
by  sir  Charles  Wager,  Bff  r.  Pelham,  and  Mr.  Heilry  Fox^ 
surveyor  general  to  his  majesty's  works,  and  brodier  to 
lord  Ilchester.  Though  the  opposition  was  faint  and  frivo- 
lous, the  proposal  was  rejected  by  a  majority  of  two  voices. 
Lord  Limerick,  not  yet  discouraged,  made  a  motion,  on  the 
twenty-third  day  of  March,*  for  an  inquiry  into  tiie  con- 
duct of  Robert  earl  of  Orford  for  the  last  ten  years  of  his 
administration ;  and,  after  a  sharp  debate,  it  was  carried  iti 
the  affirmative.  The  house  resolved  to  choose  a  secret  com- 
mitteeby  ballot ;  and  in  the  mean  time  presented  an  address 
to  the  king,  assuring  him  of  their  fidelity,  zeal,  and  afibction. 
$  XXIL  Sir  Robert  Godschall  having  moved  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  to  repeal  the  act  for  septennial  pariia- 
mentSt  he  was  seconded  by  sir  John  Barnard  ;  but  wannly 
bpposed  by  Mr.  Pulteney  and  Mr.  Sandys ;  and  the  ques- 
tion passed  in  the  negative.  The  committee  of  secrecy 
being  chosen,  began  to  examine  evidence,  and  Mr.  Paxlon, 
solicitor  to  the  treasury,  refusing  to  answer  such  qtieatioBS 
as  were  put  to  him,  lord  Limerick,  chairmu  of  tiie  com- 
mittee, complained  to  the  house  of  his  obstinacy.  He  was 
first  taken  into  custody ;  and  still  persisting  in  his  refiisal, 
cpmmitted  to  Newgate.     Then  his  lordship  moved,  that 
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Wve  ftlKHtU  he  gtvett  to  briiig  in  a  bill  for  lAibmiufyUig 
evidence  against  the  earl  of  Orfordi  and  it  was  actually 
prepared  by  a  decbioii  of  the  majority*  In  the  house  of 
lords  it  was  vigpipusly  opposed  by  lord  Carteret,  and  as 
strenuously  supported  by  the  duke  of  Argylei  but  £41 
upon  a  division,  by  the  weight  of  superior  numben# 
rniose  members  in  the  house  of  commons  who  heartily 
wished  that  the  inquiry  might  be  prosecuted  were  extremely 
incensed  at  the  fate  of  this  billt  A  committee  wm 
appoipied  to  search  the  journals  of  the  lords  for  prece- 
dentf :  their  report  being  read,  lord  Strange,  son  of  the 
#arl  of  Dc^by,  moved  for  a  resolutioo,  ^^  That  the  lonis 
^*  refusing  to  concur  with  the  commans  of  Gceat  Britain, 
^^  in  an  indeaeaiification  necessary  to  the  effectual  carrying 
^  on  the  inquiry,  now  depending  in  parliament,  is  an  oh- 
'*  struction  to  justice,  and  may  prove  fatal  to  theUbecdesof 
.^  this  nation."-— This  motion,  which  was  seconded  by  lard 
Qoarendon,  son  of  the  earl  of  Litchfield,  gave  rise  to  a 
warm  debate ;  and  Mr«  Sandys  ^declaimed  against  it,  as  a 
alep  that  would  bring  on  ^  immediate  dissolution  of  the 
present  form  of  government.  It  is  really  amazing  io  ace 
with  what  e&ontery  some  men  can  shift  their  maums,and 
openly  contradia  the  whole  tenor  of  their  former  conduct* 
Mr»  Sandys  did  not  pass  uncensured :  he  sustsined  some 
«eyeite  sarcasms  on  bis  apostacy,  from  sir  John  Uynde 
Cotton,  who  refuted  all  his  objections:  nevenheless, 
the  motion  passed  in  the  negative.  Notwithstanding 
this  great  obstruction,  .purposely  thrown  in  the  wvy  of  the 
inquiry,  the  secret  committee  discovered  many  flagrant 
instances  of  fraud  and  coiruption  in  which  the  earl  ^fit 
Orford  had  been  concerned.  It  appeared,  that  he  hnd 
granted  fraudulent  contracto  for  paying  the  troops  in  the 
West  Indies :  that  he  had  employed  iniquitous  arts  to 
influence  elections :  that  for  secret  service,  during  the  laat 
ten  years,  he  had  touched  one  million  four  hundred  fifty- 
three  thousand  four  hundred  pounds  of  the  public  money  : 
that  above  filty  thousand  pounds  of  this  sum  had  been  paid 
to  aoliiors  and  printers  of  newspapers  sod  political  tracts 
written  in  defence  of  die  ministry :  that  on  the  very  day 
which  preceded  his  resignation,  he  had  signed  orders  on  the 
dvil  list  revenues  for  above  thirty  thousand  pounds :  but 
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as  the  cash  remuning  in  the  exchequer  did  not  mudi  ex- 
ceed fourteen  thousand  pounds,  be  hiui  raised  the  remaimng 
part  of  the  thirty  thousand,  by  pawning  the  orders  to  a 
banker.  The  committee  proceeded  to  make  further  pro- 
gress in  their  scrutiny,  and  had  almost  prepared  a  third 
report,  when  they  were  interrupted  by  the  prorogation  of 
parliament. 

$  XXIII.  The  ministry  finding  it  was  necessary  to 
*take  some  step  for  conciliating  the  affection  of  the  people, 
gave  way  to  a  bill  for  excluding  certain  officers  from  seata 
in  the  house  of  commons*  They  passed  another  for 
encouraging  the  linen  manufacture ;  a  third  for  regvilating 
the  trade  of  the  plantations  i  and  a  fourth  to  prevent  tfa^ 
marriage  of  lunatics.  They  voted  forty  thousand  seamen, 
and  sixty-two  thousand  five  hundred  landmen  for  the  ser^ 
vice  of  the  current  year.  They  provided  for  the  subsidies 
•to  Denmark  and  Hesse  Cassel,  and  voted  five  hundred 
thousand  pounds  to  the^queen  of  Hungary.  The  expense 
of  the  year  amounted  to  near  six  millions,  raised  by  the 
land  tax  at  four  shillings  in  the  pound,  by  the  mak  tax,  by 
one  million  from  the  sinking  fund,  by  annuities  granted 
upon  it  for  eight  hundred  thousand  pounds  and  a  loan  of 
one  million  six  hundred  thousand  pounds  from  the  bank. 
In  the  month  of  July,  John  lord  Gower  was  appointed 
keeper  of  his  majesty's  privy  seal:  Allen  lord  Bathurst  wa^ 
made  captain  of  the  band  of  pensioners ;  and  on  the 
fifteenth  day  of  the  month,  Mr.  Pulteney  took  his  seat  in 
the  house  of  peers  as  earl  of  Bath.  The  king  closed  the 
session  in  the  usual  way,  after  having  given  them  to  under- 
stand, that  a  treaty  of  peace  was  concluded  between .  the 
queen  of  Hungary  and  the  king  of  Prussia,  under  his 
mediation  j  and  that  the  late  successes  of  the  Austrian  arms 
were  in  a  great  measure  owing  to  the  generous  assistance 
afforded  by  theBritish  nation. 

$  XXIV.  By  this  time  great  changes  had  happened  in 
the  affairs  of  the  continent.  The  elector  of  Bavaria  was 
chosen  emperor  of  Germany  at  Franckfort  on  the  Maine, 
and  crowned  by  the  name  of  Charles  VII.  on  the  19th  day 
of  February.  Thither  the  imperial  diet  was  removed 
from  Ratisbon :  they  confirmed  his  election,  and  indulged 
him  with  a  subsidy  of  fifty  Roman  months,  amounting  to 
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about  two  hundred*  tho^isand  pouiida  sterling.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  Austrian  general,  Khevenhuller,  ravaged 
has  electorate,  and  made  himsetf  master  of  Munich,  the 
capital  of  Bavaria  r  he  likewise  laid  part  of  the  palatinate 
uoder  contribution,  in  resentment  for  that  elector's  having 
sent  a  body  of  his  troops  to  reinforce  the  imperial  army. 
In  March,  count  Saxe,  with  a  detachment  of  French  and 
Bavarians,  reduced  Egra;  and  the  Austrians  were  obliged 
to  evacuate  Bavaria/  though  they  afterwards*  returned* 
Khevenhuller  took  post  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Passau, 
and  detached  general  Bernclau  to.Dinglesing  on  the  Iser, 
to  observe  the  motions  of  the  enemy,  who  were  now  become 
extremely  formidable.  In  May,  a  detachment  of  French 
and  Bavarians  advanced  to  the  castle  of  Hilkersbergh  on 
the  Danube,  with'  a  view  to  take  possession  of  a  bridge 
over  the  river :  the  Austrian  garrison  immediately 
marched  out  to  give  them  battle,  and  a  severe  action 
ensued,  in  which  the  imperialists  were  defeated. 

$  XXV.  In  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  queen  of 
Hungary  had  assembled  two  considerable  armies  in  Mora* 
via  and  Bohemia.  Prince  Charies  of  Lorraine,  at  the 
head  of  fifty  thousand  men,  advanced  against  the  Saxons 
and  Prussians,  who  thought  proper  to  retire  with  precipita- 
tion from  Moravia,  which  they  had  *  invaded.  Then  the 
prince  took  the  route  to  Bohemia:  and  marshal  Broglio, 
who  commanded  the  French  forces  in  that  country,  must 
have  fdllen  a  sacrifice,  had  not  the  king  of  Prussia  received 
a  strong  reinforcement,  and  entered  that  kingdom  before 
his  allies  could  be  attacked.  The  two  armies  advanced 
towards  each  other ;  and  on  the  seventeenth  of  May, 
joined  battle  at  Czaslaw,  where  the  Austrians  at  first  gain- 
ed a  manifest  advantage,  and  penetrated  as  far  as  the  Prus- 
sian baggage:  then  the  irregulars  began  to  plunder  so 
eagerly,  that  they  neglected  every  other  consideration. 
The  Prussian  infantry  took  this  opportunity  to  rally  :  the 
battle  was  renewed,  and,  after  a  very  obstinate  contest, 
the  victory  was  snatched  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Austrians, 
who  were  obliged  to  retire,  with  the  loss  of  five  thousand 
men  killed,  and  twelve  hundred  taken  by  the  enemy.  The 
Prussians  paid  dear  for  the  honour  of  remaining  on  the 
iidd  of  battle ;  and  from  the  circumstances  of  this  action 
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^  king  is  said  to  have  comceivid  a  diagpist  to  tlie ' 
When  the  Austriaiis  made  such  progress  in  die  beginung 
of  the  engagement,  he  rode  oflF  with  great  expedition,  amil 
he  was  recalled  by  a  message  from  his  general,  the  count 
de  Schwerin,  assuring  his  majesty  that  there  was  no  danger 
of  a  defeat.  Immediately  alter  this  batde,  he  diaooyeffed 
an  inclination  to  aocommodale  all  differences  with  the  queen 
of  Hungarjr.  The  earl  of  Hyndfcnd,  ambassador  from 
die  court  of  Great  Britain,  who  accompanied  him  in  this 
campaign,  and  was  vested  with  full  powers  by  her  Hoiiga* 
rian  majesty,  did  not  fail  to  cultivate  this  fiivoundUe  dispo- 
sition :  and  on  the  first  day  of  June,  a  treaty  of  peaee  be* 
tween  the  two  powers  was  concluded  at  Breslau*  The 
queen  ceded  to  his  Prussian  majesty  the  upper  and  lower 
Silesia,  with  the  county  of  Glats  in  Bohemia;  and  he 
charged  himself  with  the  payment  of  the  sum  lent  by  the 
merchants  of  London  to  the  late  emperor,  on  the  Sttraian 
revenues.  He  likewise  engaged  to  observe  a  strict  nau* 
trality  during  the  war,  and  to  wididraw  his  forces  from  Bo- 
hernia  in  fifteen  days  after  the  rtrtification  of  the  tr^aty^  in 
which  were  compr^ended  die  king  of  Great  Britaia^  eke- 
tor  of  Hanover,  the  czarina,  the  kingf  of  Denmark,  the 
states  general,  the  house  of  Wolfenbutde,  and  the  king  of 
Poland  elector  of  Sa3a)ny,  on  certain  conditions,  which  wetc 
accepted. 

$  XXVI.  The  king' of  Prussia  recalled  his  tmopa; 
while  mareschal  Broglio,  who  commanded  the  Freiich 
auxiliaries  in  that  kingdom,  and  die  count  de  Belfeisle, 
abandoned  their  magazines  and  baggage,  and  retired  with 
precipitation  under  the  cannon  of  Prague.  There  they 
entrenched  themselves  in  an  advttitageous  situation;  and 
prince  Charles  being  joined  by  the  other  body  of  Austrians, 
under  prince  Lobkowitz,  encamped  in  sig^t  of  them,  on 
the  hHls  of  Girinsnttz.  The  grand  duke  of  Tuscany  arri* 
ved  in  the  Austrian  army,  of  which  he  took  the  command; 
and  the  French  generals  offered  to  surrender  Prague,  E|^ 
and  all  the  other  places  they  possessed  in  Bohemia,  ptovi* 
ded  they  might  be  allowed  to  march  off  with  their  arms, 
artillery,  and  baggage.  The  proposal  was  rejected,  and 
Prague  invested  on  all  sides  about  the  end  of  July.  Thoogh 
the  operations  of  the  siege  were  carried  on  in  an  awltwwd 
I 
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afld  aloveiily  nnuwr,  the  place  wae'so  efieetually  Mocked 


op,  thet  ftmiae  omet  have  conipelle4  the  French  to  8urreii«> 
dcr  at  discretioii^  had  not  very  eztraprdinarjr  eflforts  been 
made  for  their  relief*  The  eaiperor  had  made  advances 
to  the  qoeen  of  Honguy*  He  promised  that  the  French 
•  ibrees  shonld  quit  Bohemia,  and  evacuate  the  empire ;  and 
lie  ofered  to  reaoonoe  all  pretensions  to  the  kingdom  of 
Bohemia,  on  condition  that  the  Austrians  would  restore 
Bavaria:  but  these  conditions  were  declined  by  the  court 
of  Vienna*  llie  king  of  France  was  no  sooner  apprised  of 
the  condition  to  which  the  generals  Broglio  and  Belleisle 
were  reduced,  then  he  sent  orders  to  marshal  Maillebois,^ 
who  commanded  his  army  on  the  Rhine,  to  march  to  their 
relief*  His  troops  were  immediately  put  in  motion ;  and 
when  diey  reached  Amberg  in  the  Upper  Palatinate,  were 
joined  by  the  French  and  Imperialists  from  Bavaria* 
Prince  Charles  of  Lorraine  having  received  intelligence  of 
their  junction  and  design,  left  eighteen  thousand  men  to 
nudttlmn  the  blockade  of  Prague,  under  the  command  of 
general  Festititz,  while  he  himself,  with  the  rest  of  his 
army,  advanced  to  Haydon  on  the  frontiers  of  Bohemia. 
There  he  was  joined  by  count  Khevenhuller,  who  from 
Bavaria  had  followed  the  enemy,  now  commanded  by  count 
Seckendorff,  and  the  count  de  Saxe.  Seckendorff,  however, 
was  Bent  back  to  Bavaria,  while  marchal  Maillebois  entered 
B<^mia  on  the  twenty<>fifth  day  of  September*  But  he 
marched  with  such  precaution,  that  prince  Charles  could 
hot  bring  him  to  an^  engagement*  Meanwhile  Festititz, 
for  want  of  sufficient  force,  was  obliged  to  abandon  the 
blockade  of  Prague  $  and  tl^  French  gentrak  being  now  at 
liberty,  took  post  at  Leutmaritz*  Maillebois  advanced  as 
far  as  Kadan :  but  seeing  the  Austrians  possessed  of  all 
the  passes  of  the  mountains,  he  marched  back  to  the 
Palatinate,  and  was  miserably  harassed  in  his  retreat  by 
prince  Charles,  who  had  left  a  strong  body  with  princa 
'Lobkowitz,  to  watch  the  motions  of  Belleisle  and  Broglio. 
§  XXVIL  These  generals  seeing  themselves  surround- 
ed on  all  hands,  returned  to  Prague,  from  whence  Broglio 
aaade  his  eseape  in  the  habit  of  a  courier,  and  was  sent  to 
command  the  aimy  of  Maillebois,  who  was  by  this  time 
disgraced*     Prince   Lobkowitz,   who  now   directed  the 
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blockade  of  Prague,  had  so  effiBCtodiy  cut  cff  all  conuntmi-. 
cation  between  that  place  and  the  adjacent  country,  that  in 
a  litde  time  the  French  troops  were  reduced  to  great 
extremity,  both  from  the  severity  of  the  season,. and  the 
want  of  proTision.  They  were  already  reduced  .  to  the 
necessity  of  eating  horseflesh,  and  unclean  animals :  and 
they  had  no  other  prospect  but  that  of  perishing  by  famine 
or  war,  when  tlieir  commander  formed  the  scheme  of  a 
retreat,  which  was  actually  put  in  execution.  Having 
taken  some  artful  precautions  to  deceive  the  enemy,  he,  in 
the  middle  of  December,  departed  from  Prague  at  midnight, 
with  about  fourteen  thousand  men,  thirty  pieces  of  artillery, 
and  some  of  the  principal  citizens  as  hostages  for  the  safety 
of  nine  hundred  soldiers  whom  he  had  left  in  garrison. 
Notwithsunding  the  difficulties  he  must  have  encountered 
at  that  season  of  the  year,  in  a  broken  and  unfrequented 
road,  which  he  purposely  chose,  he  marched  with  such 
expedition,  that  he  had  gained  the  passes  of  the  mountuns, 
before  he  was  overtaken  by  the  horse  and  hussars  of  prince 
Lobkowitz.  The  fatigue  and  hardships  which  the  misera- 
ble soldiers  underwent  are  inexpressible.  A  great  numiber 
perished  in  the  snow,  and  many  hundreds,  fainting  with 
weariness,  cold,  and  hunger,  were  left  to  the  mercy  of  the 
Austrian  irregulars,  consisting  of  the  most  barbarous  peo- 
ple on  the  face  of  the  earth.  The  count  de  Belleisle, 
though  tortured  with  the  hip  gout,  behaved  with  surprising 
resolution  and  activity.  He  caused  himself  to  be  carried 
in  a  litter  to  every  place  where  he  thought  his  presence  was 
necessary,  and  made  such  dispositions,  that  the  pursuers 
never  could  make  an  impression  upon  the  body  of  his 
troops:  but  all  his  artillery,  baggage,  and  even  his  own 
equipage,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  On  the  twenty- 
ninth  day  of  December,  he  arrived  at  £gra,  from  whence  he 
proceeded  to  Alsace  without  further  molestation:  but, 
when  he  returned  to  Verseilles,  he  met  with  a  very  cold 
reception,  notwithstanding  the  gallant  exploit  which  he  had 
performed.  After  his  escape,  prince  Lobkowitz  returned 
to  Prague,  and  the  small  garrison  which  Belleisle  had  left 
in  that  place  surrendered  upon  honourable  terms ;  so  that 
this  capital  reverted  to  the  house  of  Austria. 
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^  XXVIII.  The  k^Qg  of  Great  Britain  resoWing  to 
make  ^  powerful  diversion  in  the  Netherlands,  had  in  the 
month  of  Apil^  ordered  sixteen  thousand  effective  men  tp 
be  embarked  for  that  country :  but,  as  this  step  was  ra,ken 
vrithout  any  previous  concert  with  the  states  general,  the 
earlof  Stair,  destined  to  the  command  of  the  forces  in  Flan? 
ders,  was  in  the  mean  time  appointed  ambassador  extraor- 
din^'  and  plenipotentiary  ta  their  high  mightinesses,  in 
order  to  persuade  them  to, cooperate  vigorously  in  the  plafi 
which  bi3  Britannic  msgesty  had  formed :  a  plan  by  which 
Gre^t  Britain  was  pngaged  as  a  principal  in  a  foreign  dis- 
pute, ax^d  entaUed  upon  herself  the  whole  burden  of  an 
expensive  war,  big  with  ruin  and  disgrace.     England,  from 

'  being  t^e  umpire,  was  now  become  a  party  in  all  cpntinental 
qi^rrels ;  and,  instead  of  trimming  the  balance  of  Europe, 
Javished  away  her  blood  and  treasure  in  supporting  thp 
iuteirest  and  allies  of  a  puny  electorate  in  (he  north  of  Ger; 
many.  The  king  of  Prussia  had  been  at  variance  with  the 
cclaetor  of  Hanpveff  The  dutchy  of  Mecklenburgh  was  tbp 
avowed  subject  of  dispute  :  but  his  Prussian  majesty  is  said 
to  have  had  other  more  provoking  causes  pf  complaint,  which, 
however,  be  did  not  think  proper  to  divulge.  The  king  of 
Gr^at  Britain  found  it  couvenient  to  accommodate  these 
differences.     In  the  course  of  this  summer,  the  two  powers 

'  cpncluded  a  convention,  in  consequence  of  which  the  tiNoopa 
of  Hanover  evacuated  Mecklenburgh,  and  three  regiments 
of  Brandenburgh  took  possession  of  those  bailiwicks  that 
were  mortgaged  to  the  king  of  Prussia.  The  elector  of 
Hanover  being  now  secured  from  danger,  sixteen  thousand 
troops  of  that  country,  together  with  the  six  thousand  auxil- 
iary Hessians,  began  their  march  ibr  the  Netherlands ;  an4 
about  tl>e  middle  of  October  arrived  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Brussels,  where  they  encamped.  The  earl  of  Stair 
|-epaired  to  Ghent,  where  the  British  forces  were  quarter- 
ed;  a  body  of  Austrians  was  assembled ;  and  though  the 
sea«oa  was  far  advanced,  he  seemed  determined  upon  some 
expedition :  but  aU  of  a  sudden  the  troops  were  sent  intp 
wii^ter  quarters.  The  Austrians  retired  to  Luxembourg: 
th^  English  and  Hessians  remained  in  Flanders ;  and  the 
H^poverians  marched  into  the  county  of  Liege,  withoyt 
paying  any  regard  to  th^  bishop's  protestation. 
Vol.  II.  Q  q  q 
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$  KXIX.  The  States  general  had  made  a  considerable 
augmentation  of  tKeir  forces  by  sea  and  land ;  but,  not* 
withstanding  the  repeated  instances  of  the  carl  of  Stair, 
they  resolved  to  adhere  to  their  neutrality :  they  dreaded 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  French ;  and  they  were  far  from 
being  pleased  to  see  the  English  get  footing  in  the  Nether- 
lands. The  friends  of  the  house  of  Orange  began  to 
exert  themselves:  the  states  of  Groningen  and  West 
Friesland  protested,  in  favour  of  the  prince,  against  the 
promotion  of  foreign  generals  which  had  lately  been  made: 
but  his  interest  was  powerfully  opposed  by  the  provinces 
of  Zealand  and  Holland,  which  had  the  greatest  weight  in 
the  republic.  The  revolution  in  Russia  did  not  put  an 
end  to  the  war  with  Sweden.  These  two  powers  had 
agreed  to  an  armistice  of  three  months,  during  which  the 
czarina  augmented  her  forces  in  Finland.  She  likewise 
ordered  the  counts  Osterman  and  Munich,  widi  their 
adherents,  to  be  tried :  they  were  condemned,  to  death,  but 
pardoned  on  the  scaiTold,  and  sent  in  exile  to  Siberia.  The 
Swedes,  still  encouraged  by  the  intrigues  of  France, 
refused  to  listen  to  any  terms  of  accommodation,  unless 
Carelia,  and  the  other  conquests  of  the  czar  Peter,  should 
be  restored.  The  French  court  had  expected  to  bring  over 
the  new.  empress  to  their  measures :  but  they  found  her  as 
well  disposed  as  her  predecessor  to  assist  the  house  of 
Austria.  She  remitted  a  considerable  sum  of  money  to 
the  queen  of  Hungary :  and  at  that  same  time  congratu- 
lated the  elector  of  Bavaria  on  his  elevation  to  the  Impe- 
rial throne.  The  ceremony  of  her  coronation  was  performed 
in  May,  with  great  solemnity,  at  Moscow ;  and  in  Novem- 
ber she  declared  her  nephew,  the  duke  of  Holstein  Got- 
torp,  her  successor,  by  the  title  of  grand  prince  of  all  the* 
Russias.  The  cessation  of  arms  being  expired,  general 
Lasci  reduced  Fredericksheim,  and  obliged  the  Swedish 
army,  commanded  by  count  Lewenhaupt,  to  retire  before 
him,  from  one  place  to  another,  until  at  length  they  were 
quite  surrounded  near  Helsingfors.  In  this  emergency^ 
the  Swedish  general  submitted  to  a  capitulation,  by  which 
his  infantry  were  transported  by  sea  to  Sweden ;  his  caval- 
ry marched  by  land  to  Abo ;  and  his  artillery  and  maga- 
zines remained  in  the  hands  of  ifce  Russians.     The  king 
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^  Sweden  being  of  an  advanced  age,  the  diet  assembled 
in  order  to  settle  the  succession ;  and  the  duke  of  Holstein 
Gottorp,  as  grandson  to  the  eldest  sister  to  Charles  XII. 
was  declared  next  heir  to  the  crown.  A  courier  was 
immediately  despatched  to  Moscow,  to  notify  to  the  duke 
this  determination  of  the  diet :  and  this  message  \yas  fol- 
lowed by  a  deputation ;  but  when  they  understood  that  he 
had  embraced  the  religion  of  the  Greek  church,  and  been 
acknowledged  successor  to  the  throne  of  Russia,  they 
annulled  his  election  for  Sweden,  and  resolved  that  the  . 
succession  should  not  be  reestablished,  until  a  peace  should 
be  concluded  with  the  czarina.  Conferences  were  opened 
at  Abo  for  this  purpose.  In  the  mean  time,  the  events  of 
war  had  been  so  long  unfortunate  for  Sweden,  that  it  was 
absolutely  necessary  to  appease  the  indignation  of  the  peo- 
ple with  some  sacrifice.  The  generals  Lewenhaupt  and 
Bodenbrock  were  tried  by  a  court  martial  for  misconduct : 
being  found  guilty  and  condeipned  to  death',  they  applied 
to  the  diet,  by  which  the  sentence  was  coniirmec)*  The 
term  of  the  subsidy  treaty  between  Great  Britain  and  Den- 
mark expiring,  his  Danish  majesty  refused  to  renew  it;  nor 
would  he  accede  to  the  peace  of  Breslau.  On  the  other 
hand,  he  became  subsidiary  to  France,  with  which  also  he 
concluded  a  new  treaty  of  commerce. 

§  XXX.  The  court  of  Versailles  were  now  heartily 
tired  of  maintaining  the  war  in  Germany,  and  had  actually 
made  equitable  proposals  of  peace  to  the  queen  of  Hun- 
gary, by  whom  they  were  rejected.  ITius  repulsed,  they 
redoubled  their  preparations;  and  endeavoured,  by  advan- 
tageous o&ers,  to  detach  the  king  of  Sardinia  from  the 
interest  of  the  house  of  Austria.  This  prince  had  espoused 
^sister  to  the* grand  duke,  who  pressed  him  to  declare  for 
her  brother,  and  the  queen  of  Hungar}'^  promised  to  gratify 
him  with  some  territories  in  the  Milanese :  besides,  he 
thought  the  Spaniards  had  already  gained  too  much  ground 
in  Italy:  but,  at  the  same  time,  he  was  afraid  of  being 
crushed  bet\v««n  France^and  Spain,  before  he  could  be  pro- 
perly supported.  He  therefore  temporized,  and  protracted 
the  negotiation,  until  he  was  alarmed  at  the  progress  of 
the  Spanish  arms  in  Italy,  and  fixed  in  his  determination  by 
the  subsidies  of  Great  Britain.     The  Spanish  army  assent^ 
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bled  at  Rimini,  under  the  duke  de  Monteftiar ;  find  bein^ 
joined  by  the  Neapolitan  forces,  amounted  to  siktjr  thdii- 
Rlnd  nien^  furnished  with  a  lat-ge  train  of  artillfciy.  A^ut 
tfie  beginning  of  May,  they  Entered  tiie  Bolognese :  th^ 
tht  king  of  Sardinia  declaring  against  them,  joined  the 
Austrian  army  commanded  by  coiint  I'raufa  j  itiarchcrd  into 
ihe  dutchy  of  Parma ;  and  understanding  that  the  duke  of 
Modena  had  engaged  in  a  treaty  with  the  Spaniards,  dis- 
possessed that  prince  of  his  dominions.  The  duke  de 
Montemar,  seeing  his  army  diminished  by  sickness  ^nd 
desertion,  retreated  to  the  kingdom  of  Naples,  and  iths 
ioltowed'by  the  king  of  Sardinia,  as  far  as  Rimini. 

'  $  XXXI.  Here  he  received  intelligence,  that  Don 
Philip,  third  son  of  his  catholic  majesty  had  made  ah 
irruption  into  Savoy  with  another  army  of  Spaniards,  and 
idready  taken  possession  of  Chamberri,  the  capital.  He 
forthwith  began  his  march  for  Piedmont.  Don  Philip 
abandoned  Bavoy  at  his  approach,  and  retreating  into  Dau- 
phine,  took  post  under  the  cannbri  of  fort  Barreaux.  The 
king  pursued  him  thithtr,  and  both  armies  remained  in 
Sight  of  each  other  till  the  month  of  December,  when  the 
marquis  de  Mihas,  an  active  ahd  enterprising  genersJ, 
arrived  from  Madrid,  and  tobk  upon  him  the  command  of 
the  forces  under  Don  Philip.  This  general*s  first  exploit 
was  against  the  castle  of  Aspremont,  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  Sardinian  camp.  He  attacked  it  so  vigorously,  that 
the  garrison  was  obliged  to  capitulate  in  ft>ur-and- forty 
hours.  The  loss  of  this  important  post  compelled  the 
king  to  retire  into^  Piedmont,  and  the  Spaniards  marched 
back  into  Savoy,  where  they  established  their  winter  quar- 
ters* In  the  mean  time,  the  duke  de  Montemar,  who 
directed  the  other  Spanish  army,  though  the  duke  ftf 
Modena  was  nominal  generalissimo,  resigned  his  command 
to  count  Gages,  \yho  attempted  to  penetrate  into  Tuscany; 
but  was  prevented  by  the  vigilance  of  count  Traun,  Ae 
Austrian  general.  In  December  he  quartered  his  troops 
in  the  Bolognese  and  Romagna  i  while  the  Austrians  and 
Picdmontese  were  distributed  in  the  Modenese  and  Par- 
liieskn.  The  pope  was  passive  during  the  whole  cam- 
paign :  the  Venetians  maintained  their  neutrality,  and  the 
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king  of  the  tWo   Sicilies   was   overawed  by  the   British 
fleet  in  th^  Mediterranean. 

9  XXXI L  The  new  ministry  in  £nglan<f  had  sent  out 
idimiriil  Matthews  to  assume  the  command  of  this  squadron, 
i^bich  h^  been  for  some  time  conducted  by  Lestock,  an' 
inferior  officer,  as  Haddock  had  been  obliged  to  resign  his 
commission,  on  account  of  his  ill  state  of  health.  Matthews 
was  likewise  invested  with  the  character  of  minister  pleni- 
potentiary to  the  king  of  Sardinia  and  the  states  of  Italy.  ^ 
Immediately  after  he  bad  taken  possession  of  his  command, 
he  ordered  captain  Norris  to  destroy  five  Spanish  galleys 
which  had  put  into  the  bay  of  St.  Tropez  ;  and  this  ser- 
vice was  eifectually  performed.  In  May  he  detached  com- 
.modore  Rowley,  with  eight  sail,  to  cruize  oft"  the  harbour 
of  Toulon ;  and  a  great  number  of  merchant  ships  belong- 
ing  to  the  enemy  fell  into  hi^  hands.  In  August  he  sent 
commodore  Martin  with  another  squadron  into  the  bay  of 
Naples,  to  bombard  that  city,  unless  his  Sicilian  majesty 
would  immediately  recal  his  troops,  which  had  joined  the 
Spanish  army,  and  promise  to  remain  neuter  during  the 
continuance  of  rfie  war.  Naples  was  immediately  filled 
with  consternation ;  the  king  subscribed  to  these  conditions ; 
and  the  English  squadron  rejoined  the  admiral  on  the  road 
of  Hiercs,  which  he  had  chosen  for  his  winter  station. 
Before  this  period  he  had  landed  some  men  at  St.  Remo, 
in  the  territories  of  Genoa,  and  destroyed  the  magazines 
that  were  erected  for  the  use  of  the  Spanish  army.  He 
had  likewise  ordered  two  of  his  cruizers  to  attack  a  Spanish 
ship  of  the  line,  which  lay  at  anchor  in  the  port  of  Ajaccio, 
in  the  island  of  Corsica :  but  the  Spanish  captain  sent  his 
men  on  shore,  and  blew  up  his  ship,  rather  than  she  should 
fall  into  the  hands  of  the  English. 

$  XXXIir.  In  the  course  of  this  year  admiral  Vernon 
imd  general  Wentworth  made  another  effort  in  the  West 
Indies.  They  had  in  January  received  a  reinforcement 
from  England,  and  planned  a  new  expedition,  in  concert 
with  the  governor  oj*  Jamaica,  who  accompanied  them  ia 
their  voyage.  Their  design  was  to  disembark  the  troops 
at  Porto  Bello,  and  march  across  the  isthmus  of  Darien,to 
attack  the  rich  town  of  Panama.  They  sailed  from  Jiimaica 
on   the  ninth  day  of  March^  and  on  the   tweuty-eighth 
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arrived  at  Porto  ^ello.  There  the^held  a  council  of  wwr^ 
in  which  it  was  resolved,  that  as  .the  troops  were  sickly,  the 
rainy  season  begun,  iuid  several  transpprts  not  yet  arrived^ 
the  intended  expedition  was  become  impracticable.  In 
pursuance  of  this  determination  the  armament  immediately 
returned  to  Jamaica,  exhibiting  a  ridiculous  spectacle  of 
folly  and  irresolution.^  In  August  a  ship  of  war  was  sent 
from  thence,  with  about  three  hundred  soldiers,  to  the  small 
island  Rattan,  in  the  bay  of  Honduras,  of  which  they  took 
possession.  In  September,  Vernon  and  Wentworth  re- 
ceived orders  l;o  return  to  England  with  such  troops  ak 
remained  alive  :  these  did  not  amount  to  a  tenth  part  of  the 
number  which  had  been  sent  abroad  in  that  inglorious  ser- 
vice. The  inferior  officers  fell  ignobly  by  sickness  and 
despair,  without  an  opportunity  of  signalizing  their  courage, 
and  the  commanders  lived  to  feel  the  scorn  and  reproach  of 
their  country.  In  the  month  of  June  the  new  colony  of 
Georgia  was  invaded  by  an  armament  from  St.  Augustine, 
commanded  by  Don  Marinel  de  Monteano,  governor  of  that 
fortress.  It  consisted  of  six-and-thirty  ships,  from  which 
four  thousand  men  were  landed  at  St.  Simons ;  and  began 
their  march  for  Frederica.  General  Oglethorpe^  with  a 
handful  of  men,  took  such  wise  precautions  for  opposing 
their  progress,  and  harassed  them  in  their  march  with  such 
activity  and  resolution,  that  after  two  of  their  detachments 
had  been  defeated,  they  retired  to  their  ships,  and  totally 
abandoned  the  enterprise. 

$  XXXIV.  In  England  the  merchants  still  complained 
that  their  commerce  was  pot  properly  protected,  and  the 
people  clamoured  against  the  conduct  of  the  war.  They 
said,  their  burdens  were  increased  to  maintain  quarrels 
with  which  they  had  no  concern :  to  defray  the  enormous 
expense  of  inactive  fleets  and  pacific  armies.  Lord  C.  had 
by  this  time  insinuated  himself  into  the  confidence  of  his 
-sovereign,   and  engrossed   the  whole   direction  of  public 

c  In  May,  two  English  frigates,  commanded  by  captain  Sinlth  and  captaia 
Stiinrt,  fell  in  with  three  Spanish  ships  of  war,near>thc  island  of  St.  Christophers. 
They  forthwith  vi^'tgcd,  and  the  action  continued  till  ni^ht,  by  the  favour  of 
vhich  the  enemy  retir<'d  to  Poito  Rico  in  n  shaltei*cd  condition. 

Jn  the  month  of  Scpteml>er  the  'J'ilbury  ^ip  of  war,  of  sixty^ns,  jras 
accidentally  set  on  fire,  and  destroyed,  off  thu  island  of  Hispauiola,  on  which 
occasion  one  hundred  and  twenty-seten  men  pcrislied  ;  the  rest  were  saved  by 
capuiu  Hoare,  of  the  J)efiance,  nho  bapiKued  to  be' on  Uie  SMde  cnuzc. 
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ailairs*  The  wftr  with  Spain  was  now  become  a  secondary  ' 
consideration,  and  neglected  accordingly;^  while  the  chief 
attention  of  the  new  minister  was  turned  upon  the  affairs  of 
the  continent.  The  dispute  with  Spain  concerned  Britain 
only.  The  interests  of  Hanover  were  connected  with  the  ' 
troubles  of  the  empire.  By  pursuing  this  object  he  soothed 
the  wishes  of  his  master,  and  opened  a  more  ample  field 
for  his  own  ambition.  Re  had  studied  the  policy  of  the 
continent  with  peculiar  eagerness.  This  was  the  favourite 
subject  of  his  reflection,  upon  which  he  thought  ^nd  spoke 
with  a  degree  of  enthusiasm.  The  intolerable  taxes,  the 
poverty,  the  ruined  commerce  of  his  country,  the  iniquity 
of  standing  armies,  votes  of  credit,  and  foreign  connestions, 
upon  which  he  had  so  often  expatiated,  were  now  forgotten, 
or  overlooked.  He  saw  nothing  but  glory,  conquest,  or 
acquired  dominion.  He  set  the  power  of  France  at  defi- 
ance ;  and  as  if  Great  Britain  had  felt  no  distress,  but 
teemed  with  treasure  which  she  could  not  otherwise  employ, 
he  poured  forth  her  millions  with  a  rash  and  desperate 
hand,  in  purchasing  beggarly  allies,  and  maintaining  mer- 
cenary armies.  The  earl  of  Stair  had  arrived  in  England 
towards  the  end  of  August,  and  conferred  with  his  majesty. 
A  privy  council  was  summoned;  and  in  a  few  days  that 
nobleman  returned  to  Holland.  Lord  Carteret  was  sent 
with  a  commission  to  the  Hague  in  September ;  and  when 
he  returned,  the  baggage  of  the  king  and  the  duke  of 
Cumberland,  which  had  been  shipped  for  Flanders,  was 
ordered  to  be  brought  on  shore.  The  parliament  met  on 
the  sixteenth  day  of  November,  when  his  •  majesty  told  , 
them,  that  he  had  augmented  the  British  forces  in  the  Low 
Countries  with  sixteen  thousand  Hanoverians,  and  the  Hes- 
sian auxiliaries,  in  order  to  fonn  such  a  force,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  Austrian  troops,  as'  might  be  of  service  to  the. 
common  cause  at  all  events.  He  extolled  the  magnanimity 
and  fortitude  of  the  queen  of  Hungary,  as  well  as  the 
resolute  conduct  of  the  king  of  Sardinia,  and  that,  prince's 
strict  adherence  to  his  engagements,  though  attadced  in  his 
own  dominions.  He  mentioned  the  requisition  made  by 
Sweden,  of  his  good  offices  for  procuring  a  peace  between 
;that  nation  and  Russia ;  the  defensive  alliances  which  he 
had  concluded  with  the  czarina,  and  with  the  kin^  of 
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Prussia;  as  events  which  could  not  have^be^n  ex]>ected4if 
Gre4t  Qrtt^in  had  not  manifested  a  seasonable  spirit  an4 
vigour,  in  defence  $ind  assistance  of  her  ancient  allies,  and 
in  maintaining  the  liberties  of  Europe.  He  s^id,  the 
honour  and  interest  of  his  crown  find  kingdoms,  the  success 
pf  the  war  with  Spain,  the  reests|bUshment  of  the  balanct 
fmd  tr^quiUity  of  Europe  would  greatly  depend  on  tht 
prudence  and  vigour  of  their  resolutions.  The  marquis  of 
Tweecjale  moved  for  aq  address  pf  thanks,  which  ifa^ 
opposed  by  the  earl  of  Chesterfield,  for  the  reasons  so  often 
urged  on  the  same  occasion ;  but  supported  by  lord  C»  on 
his  new  adopted  maxims,  with  those  specious  argumentf 
which  he  could  at  all  times  produce,  delivered  with 
amazing  serenity  and  assurance*  The  motion  was  agreed 
to,  and  the  address  presented  to  his  majesty.  About  thif 
period  a  treaty  of  mutual  defence  and  guarantee  betweeii 
his  majesty  and  the  king  of  Prussia  w^s  signed  at  Westr 
piinster.  In  the  house  of  commons  Mr.  Lytdeton  made  a 
motion  for  reviving  the  place  bill;  but  it  ^^&  opposed  by|i 
great  number  of  members  who  had  formerly  been  strenuoufi 
advocates  for  this  measure,  and  rejected  upon  9^  division* 
This  \vas  also  the  fate  of  a  motion  qiade  to  renew  the 
inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  Robert  earl  pf  Orford.  As 
tnany  strong  presumptions  pf  guilt  had  appeared  against  him 
in  the  reports  of  the  secret  committee,  the  nation  had 
reason  to  expect  that  this  proposal  would  have  been  embra- 
ced by  a  great  majority  :  but  several  members,  who  in  the 
preceding  session  had  been  loud  in  their  demands  of  juatice, 
now  shamefully  contributed  their  talents  and  interest  in 
stifling  the  inquiry. 

§  XXXV-  When  the  house  of  lords  took  intp  conside- 
ration the  several  estimates  of  the  expense  occasioned  by 
the  forces  in  the  pay  of  C^reat  Britain,  earl  Stanhope,  at 
the  close  of  an  elegant  speech,  moved  for  an  address,  to 
beseech  and  advise  his  majesty,  that  in  compassion  to  hi^ 
people,  loaded  already  wiih  such  numerous  and  heavy 
taxes,  such  large  and  growing  debts,  and  greater  annual 
expenses  than  the  nation  at  any  time  before  had  ever  sus- 
tained, he  would  exonerate  his  subjects  of  the  charge  and 
'  burden  of  those  mercenaries  who^  were  taken  into  the  ser- 
vice last  year,  without  the  advice  or  consent  of  parliament. 


if 4a.  oKwajii.  ^f 

The  motioa  was  sttppoited  by  the  earl  of  Sa&dwith,  who 
took  octflsiott  to  speak  widi  great  contempt  of  Hanorer, 
and^  hi  meotsooiiig  the  royal  iSunily,  seemed  to  forget  that 
decorum  irhkh  the  subject  requh-ed*  He  had,  indeed, 
Teasob  to  talk  with  asperity  oti  the  contract  by  which  the 
Hanoverians  had  been  taken  into  the  pay  of  Great  Britain* 
Levy  money  was  charged  to  the  account,  though  they  were 
engaged  for  one  year  only,  and  though  not  a  single  regi^ 
ment  had  been  raised  on  this  occasion :  they  had  b^en  leried 
•fbr  the  security  of  the  electorate ;  and  would  have  been 
maintained  if  England  had  never  engaged  in  the  affairs  of 
the  continent*  The  duke  of  Bedford  enlarged  upon  the 
same  subject*  He  said  it  had  been  suspected,  nor  was  the 
suspicion  without  foundation,  that  the  measures  c^  the 
English  ministry  had  long  been  regulated  by  the  interest  of 
his  majesty's  electoral  territories :  that  these  liad  been  long 
considered  as  a  gulf  into  which  the  treasures  of  Great 
-  Britun  had  been  thrown :  that  thq  state  of  Hanover  had 
been  changed,  without  any  visible  cause,  since  the  acces^ 
sion  of  its  princes  to  the  throne  of  EngUnd :  affluence  had 
begun  to  wanton  in  their  towns,  and  gold  to  glitter  in  their 
cottages,  without  the  discovery  of  mines,  or  the  increase  of 
their  commerce ;  and  new  dominions  had  been  purchased, 
of  which  the  valu^  was  never  paid  from  the  revenues  of 
Hanover.  •  The  motion  w^s  hunted  down  by  the  new  minis- 
ter, the  patriot  lord  Batbutst,  and  the  earl  of  Bath,  which 
last  nobleman  declared,  that  he  considered  it  as  an  act  of 
cowardice  and  meanness,  to  fall  passively  down  the  stream 
of  popularity,  to. suffer  his  reason  and  integrity  to  be  over- 
borne by  the  noise  of  vulgar  clamours,  which  had  bee<i 
raised  against  the  measures  of  government  by  the  low  arts 
of  exaggeration,  fallacious  reasonings,  and  partial  representa- 
tions. This  is  the  very  language  which  sir  Robert  Wal- 
pole  had  often  used  against  Mr.  Pulteney  and  his  confede<* 
pates  in  the  house  of  commons.  The  associates  of  the  new 
secretary  pleaded  the  cause  of  Hanover,  and  insisted  upon 
the  necessity  of  a  land  war  against  France,  with  all  the- 
vehemence  of  declamation.  llieir  suggestions  were 
answered ;  their  conduct  was  severely  stigmatized  by  the 
earl  of  Chesterfield,  who  observed,  that  the  assembling  an 
army  in  Flanders,  without  the  concurrence  of  the  stages 
Vol.  II.  H  r  r 
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general,  or  Any  otber  power  engaged  bjr  trea^,  or  bound  by- 
interest,  to  support  the  queen  of  Hnngftry,  was  a  rash  and 
ridiculous  measure :  the  taking  sixteen  thousand  Hanove- 
rians into  British  pay,  without  consulting  the  parlmnent, 
seemed  highly  derogatory  to  the  rights  and  dignity  of  the 
great  counsel  of  the  naticm,  and  a  very  dangerous  prece- 
dent to  future  times:  that  these  troops  could  not  be 
employed  against  the  emperor,  whom  they  had  already 
recognized:  that  the  arms  and  wealth  of  Britidn  akme 
were  altogether  insufficient  to  raise  the  house  of  Austria  to 
its  former  strength,  dominion,  and  influence:  Aat  the 
assembling  an  army  in  Flanders  would  engage  the  natioa 
as  principals  in  an  expensive  and  ruinous  war,  with  a  power 
which  it  ought  not  to  provoke,  and  could  not  pretend  to  with- 
stand in  that  manner :  that  while  Great  Britain  exhausted 
herself  almost  to  ruin,  in  pursuance  of  schemes  founded  on 
engagements  to  the  queen  of  Hungary,  the  electorate  of 
Hanover,  though  under  ^he  same  engagements,  and  governed 
by  the  same  prince,  did  not  appear  to  contribute  any  thing 
as  an  ally  to  her  assistance,  but  was  paid  by  Great  Britain 
for  all  the  forces  it  had  sent  into  the  field,  at  a  very  exor- 
bitant price;  that  nothing  could  be  more  absurd  and 
iniquitous  than  to  hire  these  mercenaries,  while  a  numerous 
army  lay  inactive  at  home,  and  the  nation  groaned  under 
such  intolerable  burdens.  ^'  It  may  be  proper  (added  h^ 
^^to  repeat  what  may  be  forgotten  in  the  multitude  of  other 
*'  objects,  that  this  nation,  after  having  exalted  the  elector 
^^  of  Hanover  from  a  statp  of  obscurity,  to  the  crown,  is 
^^  condemned  to  hire  the  troops  of  that  electorate  to  figbt 
^*'  their  own  cause :  to  hire  them  at  a  rate  which  was  never 
*^  demanded  before ;  and  to  pay  levy  money  for  them, 
^  though  it  is  known  to  all  Europe  that  they  were  not 
*^  raised  for  this  occasion."  All  the  partisans  of  the  old 
ministry  joined  in  the  opposition  to  earl  Sunhope's  motioq, 
which  was  rejected  by  the  majority.  Then  the  earl  of 
Scarborough  moved  for  an  address,  to  approve  of  the  mea- 
sures which  had  been  taken  on  the  continent ;  and  this  was 
likewise  carried  by  dint  of  numbers.  It  was  not,  however, 
a  very  eligible  victory :  what  they  gained  in  parliament 
they  lost  with  the  people.     The  new  ministers  became  more 
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odiott8  than  their  predecessors  ;  and  people  began  to  thmk 
public  virtue  was  an  empty  name. 

^  XXXVI.  But  the  most  severe  opposition  they  under4> 
went  was  in  their  endeavours  to  support  a  bill  which  they 
htA  concerted)  and  which  had  passed  through  the  house  of 
commons  with  great  precipitation :  it  repealed  certain  duties 
on  spirituous  liquors  and  licenses  for  retailing  the  liquors ; 
and  imposed  others  at  an  easy  rate.  When  those  severe 
duties,  amounting  almost  to  a  prohibition,  were  imposed,  ^ 
the  populace  of  London  were  sunk  into  the  most  brutri 
degeneracy,  by  drinking  to  excess  the  pernicious  spirit  called 
Gin,  which  was  sold  so  cheap  that  die  lowest  class  of  the 
people  could  afford  to  indulge  themselves  in  one  continued 
state  of  intoxication,  to  the  destruction  of  all  morals,  indus- 
try, and  order.  Such  a  shameful  degree  of  profligacy  pre* 
vailed,  that  the  retailers  of  this  poisonous  compound  set  up 
painted  boards  in  public,  inviting  people  to  be  drunk  for  the 
small  expense  of  one  penny ;  assuring  them  they  mi^t  be 
dead  drunk  for  t%vo*pence,  and  have  straw  for  nothing. 
The^  accordingly  profided  cellars  and  places  strewed  with 
straw,  to  which  they  conveyed  those  wretches  who  were 
overwhelmed  with  intoucation.  In  these  dismal  caverns 
they  lay  until  they  had  recovered  some  use  of  their  facul- 
tieSf  and  then  they  had  recourse  to  the  same  mischievous 
potion;  thus  consuming  their  health,  and  ruining  the^ 
fismilies,  in  hideous  receptacles  of  the  most  fildiy  vice, 
resounding  with  riot,  execration,  and  blasphemy.  Such 
beasdy  practices  too  plainly  denoted  a  total  want  of  all 
policy  and  civil  regulation,  and  would  have  reflected  dis- 
grace upon  the  most  barbarous  community.  In  order  tb 
restrain  this  evil,  which  was  become  intolerable,  the  legis- 
lature enacted  that  law  which  we  have  already  mentioned. 
But  the  populace  soon  broke  through  all  restraint.  Though 
.ao  license  was  obtained,  and  no  duty  paid,  the  liquor  con- 
tinued to  be  sold  in  all  comers  of  the  streets :  informers 
were  intimidated  by  the  threau  of  the  people:  and  the 
justices  of  the  peace,  either  from  indolence  or  corruption, 
neglected  to  put  the  law  in  execution.  The  new  ministers 
foresaw  that  a  great  revenue  would  accrue  to  the  crown 
from  a  repeal  of  this  act ;  and  this  measure  they  thought 
diey  might  die  more  decently  take,  as  the  law  bad  proved 
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ihefectual :  but  it  appeared  that  the  consumptioii  of  |^  hMd 
considerably  increased  every  year  fiince  those  heavy  datka 
were  imposed.  They,  therefore,  pretended,  that  should 
the  price  of  the  liquor  be  moderately  raised,  (and  UceMsea 
^pranted  at  twenty  shillings  each  to  the  retailers,  die  lowest 
class  of  people  would  be  debarred  the  use  of  it  to  excess ; 
their  morals  would  of  consequence  be  mended ;  and  a  con<- 
aiderd)le  sum  of  money  might  be  raised  for  the  support  of 
the  war,  by  mortgaging  the  revenue  arising  from  the  duty 
and  the  licenses.  Upon  these  maxims  the  new  bill  wa9 
founded,  and  passed  through  the  lower  house  without  oppo«» 
sitton  I  but  among  the  peers  it  produced  the  most  obstinate 
dispute  which  had  happened  since  the  beginning  of  this 
parliament.  The  first  assault  it  sustained  was  from  lord 
Hervey,  who  had  been  divested  of  his  post  of  privy  seal, 
which  was  bestowed  on  lord  Grower ;  and  these  two  nobk^ 
men  exchanged  principles  from  that  instant.  The  first  was 
hardened  info  a  sturdy  patriot ;  the  other  suppled  into  ao 
obsequious  courtier.  Lord  Hervey  on  this  occasion  made 
a  florid  harrangue  upon  the  petnicioiis  effects  of*  that 
destructive  spirit  they  were  about  to  let  loose  upon  their 
fellow  creatures.  Several  prelates  expatiated  on  the  saose 
topics :  but  the  earl  of  Chesterfield  attacked  the  bill  with 
the  united  powers  of  reason,  wit,  and  ridicule*  Lord  Car«» 
icret,  lord  Bathurst,  and  the  earl  of  Bath,  were  numbered 
among  its  advocates ;  and  shrewd  arguments  were  advaa<» 
ced  on  both  sides  of  the  question.  After  very  long,  warm^ 
and  repeated  debates,  the  bill  passed  without  amendments, 
though  the  whole  bench  of  bishops  voted  against  it ;  and 
we  cannot  help  owning,  that  it  has  not  been  attended  with 
those  dismal  consequences  which  the  lords  in  the  oppoaitiQQ 
foretold.  When  the  question  was  put  for  committing  this 
bill,  and  the  carl  of  Chesterfield  saw  the  bishops  join  in  hia 
division,  ^^  I  am  in  doubt  (said  he)  whether  I  have  not  got 
^^  on  the  other  side  of  the  question :  for  I  have  not  had  tho 
**  honour  to  di^de  with  sq  maqy  law;D  sleeves  for  several 
♦♦  jrears." 

$  XXXVIL  By  the  report  of  the  secrel  committee  if 
uppeared  thi^  the  then  minister  had  commenced  prosecu* 
tiops  against  the  mayors  of  boroughs  who  opposed  hie 
}nfl«o«|Qe  la  tl>«  cte^tioD^  of  n^embers  of  parliament*  Tbefto 


prcMeaitipns  were  fousAl  an  ambiguities  in  charten,  or  tri'* 
vial  iofonnalities  in  the  choice  of  magistrates.  An  appeal 
on  such  a  process  was  brought  into  the  house  of  lords  t 
and  this  evil  falling  under  consideration,  a  bill  was  pre- 
pared  for  securing  the  independency  ^of  corporations :  but 
as^it  tended  to  diminish  the  influence  of  the  ministry,  they 
argued  against  it  with  their  usual  eagerness  and  success ; 
and  it  was  r^ected  on  a  division*  The  mutiny  bill  and 
several  others  passed  through  both  houses.  The  commons 
granted  suppUes  to  the  amount  of  six  millions,  raised  b)r 
the  land  tax^  the  malt  tax,  duties  on  spirituous  liquors^ 
and  licenses,  and  a  loan  from  the  smking  fund.  In  two 
years  the  nati<mal  debt  had  suffered  an  increase  of  two 
millions  four  hundred  thousand  pounds.  On  the  twenty- 
first  day  of  April  the  session  was  closed  in  the  usual  man* 
ner.*  The  king  in  his  speech  to  both  houses,  told  them 
that,  at  the  requisition  of  the  queen  of  Hungary,  he  had 
ordered  his  army,  in  conjunction  with  the  Austrians,  to 
pass  the  Rhine  for  her  support  and  assistance :  that  he  con* 
tioiued  <me  squadron  of  ships  in  the  Mediterranean,  and 
another  in  the  West  Indies.  He  thanked  the  commons  for 
the  ample  supplies  they  had  granted;  and  declared  it  waa 
the  fixed  purpose  of  his  heart  to  promote  the  true  interest 
and  happiness  of  his  kingdoms.  Immediately  after  the 
prorogation  of  parliament  he  embarked  for  Germany, 
accompanied  by  the  duke  of  Cumberland,  lord  Carteret, 
and  other  persons  of  distinction. 

$  XXXVIII.  At  this  period  the  queen  of  Hungary 
seemed  to  triumph  over  all  her  enemies.  The  French 
were  driven  out  of  Bohemia  and  part  of  the  Upper  Fala-f 
tinate;  and  their  forces  under  mareschal  Broglio  were 
posted  on  the  Danube.  Prince  Charles  of  Lorraine,  at  the 
head  of  die  Austrian  army,  entered  Bavaria;  and  in  April 
obtained  a  victory  over  a  body  of  Bavarians  at  Braunau ; 
at  the  same  time,  three  bodies  of  Croatians  penetrating 
through  the  passes  of  the  Tyroleze,  ravaged  the  whole 
country  to  the  very  gates  of  Munich*  The  emperor  pressed 
the  French  general  to  haa&ard  a  battle  i  but  he  refused  to 
run  the  risk,  though  he  had  received  a  strong  reinforcement 


^02  HISTOBT  0»  nUGLAND.  1^4^^ 

from  Fniiice.  HU  Imperial  migesty,  tbinkiog  himadf 
unsafe  in  Munich,  retired  to  Augsbourgh:  mareBchal 
Seckendorf  retreated  with  the  Bavarito  troops  to  Ingold- 
stadt,  where  he  was  afterwards  joined  by  mareschal  Brog^ 
lxO|  whose  troops  had  in  this  retreat  beeti  pursued  and 
terribly  harassed  by  the  Austrian  cavalry  and  hussars* 
Prince  Charles  had  opened  a  free  communication  with 
Munich,  which  now  for  the  third  time  fell  in|o  the  hands 
of  the  queen  of  Hungary.  Her  arms  likewise  reduced 
Friedberg  and  Landsperg,  while  prince  Charles  continued 
to  pursue  the  French  to  Donawert,  where  they  were  joined 
by  twelve  thousand  men  from  the  Rhine.  Broglio  still 
avoided  an  engagement,  and  retreated  before  the  enemy  to 
Hailbron.  The  emperor  being  thus  abandoned  by  his  aUtes, 
and  stripped  of  all  his  dominions,  repaired  to  Franckfort, 
where  he  lived  in  indigence  and  obscurity.  He  now  made 
advances  towards  an  accommodation  with  the  queen  of 
Hungary.  Ilis  general,  Seckendorf,  had  an  interview  with 
count  Khev^nhuUer  at  the  convent  of  LowersconBeld, 
where  a  convention  was  signed.  This  treaty  imported, 
that  the  emperor  shoijld  remain  neuter  during  the  continu- 
ance of  the  present  war ;  and,  that  his  troops  should  be 
quartered  in  Franconia :  that  the  queen  of  Hungary  should 
keep  possession  of  Bavaria  till  the  peace :  that  Braunau 
and  Scarding  should  be  delivered  up  to  the  Austrians: 
that  the  French  garrison  of  Ingoldstadt  should  be  permit* 
ted  to  withdraw,  and  be  replaced  by  Bavarians;  but  that 
the  Austrian  generals  should  be  put  in  possession  of  all 
the  artillery,  magazines,  and  warlike  stores  belonging  to 
the  French,  which  should  be  found  in  the  place.  The 
governors  of  £gra  and  Ingoldstadt  refusing  to  acquiesce 
in  the  capitulation,  the  Ausirians  had  recourse  to  the  ope- 
rations oJF  war ;  and  both  places  >yere  reduced.  In  Ingold- 
stadt they  found  all  the  emperor's  domestii:  treasure,  jewels, 
plate,  pictures,  cabinets,  and  curiosities,  with  the  archives 
of  the  house  of  Bavaria,  the  most  valuable  effects  belong- 
ing to  the  nobility  of  that  electorate,  a  prodigious  train  of 
artillery,  and  a  vast  quantity  of  provisionsf  arms,  and 
ammunition. 

$  XXXIX.   The  French  king,  baffled  in  all  the  efforts 
he  had  hitherto  made  for  the  support  of  the  emperor, 
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ordered  Ms  itttdSeter  at  Franckfoit  to  deliver  a  declaration 
to  iKe  diet,  proCesaing  btniself  exd-emely  well  pleased  to  hear 
they  intended  to  interpose  their  .liiediation  for  terminating 
the  war.  He  said,  he  was  no  less  satis6ed  with  the  treaty 
of  neutrality  which  the  emperoV  had  concluded  with  the 
qm^tk  of  Hungary ;  an  event  of  which  he  was  no  sooner 
informed,  dian  he  bad  ordered  his  troops  to  return  to  the 
frontiers  of  his  dominions,  that  the  Germanic  body  might 
be  convinced  of  his  equity  and  moderation.  To  this  decla- 
ration the  queon  of  Hungary  answered  in  a  rescript,  that  the 
design  of  France  was  to  embarrass  her  affairs,  and  deprive 
her  of  the  assistance  of  her  allies:  that  the  elector  of  Bava* 
ria  could  not  be  considered  as  a  neutral  party  in  bis  own 
cause :  that  the  mediation  of  the  empire  could  only  produce 
a  peace  eidier  with  or  without  the  concurrence  of  France : 
that  in  the  former  case  no  solid  peace  could  be  expected ; 
in  the  latter,  it  was  easy  to  forsee,  that  France  would  pay 
no  regard  to  a  peacib  in  which  she  should  have  no  concern* 
She  affirmed,  that  the  aim  of  the  French  king  was  8<>lely  to 
gain  time  to  repair  his  losses,  that  he  might  afterward* 
revive  the  troubles  of  the  empire.  The  elector  i>f  Mentz, 
who  had  favoured  the  emperor,  was  now  dea<i,  and  his  suc- 
cessor inclined  to  the  Austrian  interest.  He  allowed  this 
rescript  to  be  entered  in  the  journal  of  the  diet,  together 
with  the  protests  which  had  been  made  when  the  vote  of 
Bohemia  was  suppressed  in  the  late  election.  The  empe- 
ror complained  in  a  circular  letter  of  this  transaction,  as  a 
stroke  levelled  at  his  Imperial  dignity :  and  it  gave  rise  to 
a  warm  dilute  among  the  members  of  the  Germanic  body. 
Several  princes  resented  the  haughty  conduct,  and  begun  to 
be  alarmed  at  the  success  of  the  house  of  Austria ;  while 
others  pitied  the  deplorable  situation  of  the  emperor.  The 
kings  of  Great  Britain  und  Prussia,  as  electors  of  Hanover 
and  Brandenburgh,  espoused  opposite  sid^s  in  this  contest. 
His  Prussiiin  majesty  protested  against  the  investiture  of  the 
dmcl^  of  Saxe  Lawenburgh,  claimed  by  the  king  of  Great 
Britain :  he  had  an  interview  with  general  Seckeodorf  at 
Anspach ;  and  was  said  to  l^ve  privately  visited  the  empe- 
ror at  Franckfbrt. 

$  XL.  The  troops  i^ hich  the  king,  of  Great  Britain  had 
assAmbl^  in  the  Netherlandsy  began  tbeir  march  for  the 
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Rhine  in  the  latter  end  of  Pebroaiy;  and  tn  Maydiey 
encamped  near  Hoech  on  the  river  Mayne,  under  the  com* 
mand  of  the  earl  of  Stair.  This  nobleman  sent  migor 
general  Bland  to  Franckfort,  with  a  compliment  to  the 
emperor,  assuring  him)  in  the  name  of  his  Britannk 
majesty,  that  the  respect  owing  to  his  dignity  should  not  be 
violated,  nor  the  (dace  of  his  residence  disturbed.  Not- 
widistanding  this  assurance,  the  emperor  retired  to  Munich, 
though  he  Was  afterwards  compelled  to  return,  by  the  suc- 
cess of  the  Austrians  in  Bavaria.  The  French  kmg,  in 
order  to  prevent  the  junction  of  the  British  forces  wi& 
prince  Charles  of  Lorraine,  ordered  the  mareschal  de 
Noailles  to  assemble  sixt}*  thousand  men  upon  the  Mayne ; 
while  Coigny  was  sent  into  Alsace  with  a  numerous  army, 
to  defend  that  province,  and  oppose  prince  Chariea,  should 
he  attempt  to  pass  the  Rhine.  The  mareschal  de  Noailles, 
having  secured  the  towns  of  Spire,  Worms,  and  Oppenheira, 
passed  the  Rhine  in  the  beginning  of  June,  and  posted 
himself  on  the  east  side  of  that  river,  above  Franckfort. 
'The  earl  of  Stair  advanced  towards  him^  and  encamped 
at  Killenbach,  between  the  river  Mayne  and  the  forest 
of  D'Armstadt :  from  this  situation  he  made  a  nsotioa 
to  AschaiFenburgh,  with  a  view  to  secure  the  navigation 
of  the  Upper  Mayne  ;  but  he  was  anticipated  by  tbe^ 
enemy,  who  lay  on  the  other  side  of  the  river,  and  had 
taken  possession  of  the  posts  above^  so  as  to  inters 
cept  all  supplies.  They  were  posted  on  the  other  side 
of  the  river,  opposite  to  the  allies,  whose  camp  they 
overlooked;  and  they  found  means  by  their  parties  and 
othef  precautions,  to  cult  off  the  communication  by  water 
between  Franckfort  and  the  confederates.  The  duke  of 
Cumberland  had  already  come  to  make  his  first  campaign, 
and  his  majesty  arrived  in  the  camp  on  the  ninth  day  of 
June.  He  found  his  army,  amounting  to  above  forty  thoa« 
sand  men,  in  danger  of  starving ;  he  received  intelligence, 
that  a  reinforcement  of  twelve  thousand  Hanoverians  and 
Hessians  had  reached  Hanau :  and  he  resolved  to  march 
thither,  both  with  a  view  to  effect  a  junction,  and  to  pro- 
cure provision  for  his  forces.  With  this  view  he  decamped 
on  the  twentieth-sixth  day  of  June.  He  hkd  no  sooner 
quitted  Aschaffenburgh,  than  it  was  seized  by  the  French 


genenl :  he  bad  aot  mnrdied  above  three  leagues,  when  he 
piBVceiTed  the  enemy,  to  the  number  of  ditrty  thousand,  had 
passed  the  river  fanlier  down,  at  Selingenstadt,  and  were 
'  drawn  up  in  ord^  of  batde  at  the  village  of  Dettingen,  to 
dispute  his  passage.  Thus  he  found  himself  cooped  up  ia 
a  very  dangerous  situation.  The  enemy  had  possessed 
themselves  qf  Aschaffenburgh  l>ehind,  so  as  to  prevent  his 
retreat  i  his  troops  were  cqn  fined  in  a  narrow  plain,  bound*- 
ed  by  hills  and  woods  on  the  right,  flanked  on  the  left  by  the 
river  Mayne,  on  the  opposite  side  of  which  the  French  Had 
erected  batteries  that  annoyed  the  allies  on  their  march :  in 
the  front  a  considerable  part  of  the  French  army  was  drawn 
ttpt  with  a  narrow  pass  before  dtem,  the  village  of  Dettin- 
gen on  their  right,  a  wood  on  their  left,  and  a  morass  ia 
the  center.  Thus  environed,  the  confederates  must  either 
have  fought  at  a  very  great  disadvantage,  or  surrendered 
themselves  prisoners  of  war,  had  not  the  duke  de  Gramont, 
who  commanded  the  enemy,  been  instigated  by  the  spirit  of 
madness  to  forego  these  advantages.  He  passed  the  defile, 
and  advancing  towards  .the  allies,  a  battle  ensilked.  The 
French  horse  charged  widi  great  impetuosity,  and  some 
regiments  of  British  cavalry  were  put  in  disorder :  but  the 
infantry  of  the  allies  behaved  with  such  intrepidity  and 
deliberation,  under  the  eye  of  their  sovereign,  as  soon 
determined  the  fate  of  the  day :  the  French  were  obliged 
to  give  way,  and  repass  the  Mayne  with  great  precipita* 
tion,  having  lost  above  five  thousand  men  killed,  wounded,  ^ 
or  tdten.  Had  diey  been  properly  pursued  before  they 
reeoUected  themselves  from  their  first  confusion,  in  all 
probability  diey  would  have  sustained  a  total  overthrow. 
The  earl  of  Stair  proposed  that  a  body  of  cavalry  should 
be  detached  on  this  service ;  but  his  advice  was  overruled. 
The  loss  of  the  allies  in  this  action  amounted  to  two  thou* 
sand  men.  The  generals  Clayton  and  Monroy  were  kilK 
ed:  the  duke  of  Cumberland,  who  eithibited  uncommon 
proofs  of  courage,  was  shot  through  the  calf  of  the  leg  s 
the  earl  of  Albemarle,  general  Huske,  and  several  other 
oflkers  of  distinction,  were  wounded.  The  king  exposed 
his  persor  to  a  severe  fire  of  cannon  as  well  as  musketry : 
he  rode  between  the  first  and  second  lines  with  his  sword 
drawn,  and  encouraged  the  troops  to  fight  for  die  honpur 
Vol.  IL  S  s  s 
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of.  England.  Immediately  aft^r  the  actiim  he  eontifiiied  his 
march  to  Hanau,  where  he  was  jofaied  by  the  remforGement. 
The  earl  of  Stair  sent  a  trumpet  to  mareschal  de  NoaiUe&i 
recommendmg  to  his  protection  the  sick  and  wounded  thst 
were  left  on  the  field  of  battle }  and  these  the  French  gene* 
ral  treated  with  great  care  and  tenderness*  Such  gene* 
rosity  softens  the  rigours  of  war,  and  does  honoor  to 
humanity* 

$  XLI.  The  two  armies  continued  on  different  sides  of 
the  river  till  the  twelfth  day  of  July,  when  the  French 
general  receiving  intelligence  that  prince  Charlea  of  Lor* 
toine  had  approached  the  Neckar,'he  suddenly  retired,  and 
repassed  the  Rhine  between  Worms  and  Oppenheim.  The 
king  of  Great  Britain  was  visited  by  prince  Charlea  and 
count  Khevenhuller  at  Hanau,  where  the  future  operations 
of  the  campaign  were,  regulated*  On  the  twenty-seventh 
day  of  August,  the  allied  army  passed  the  Rhine  at  Mentz« 
and  the  king  fixed  his  head  quarters  in  the  episcopal  palace 
at  Worms*  Here  the  forces  lay  encamped  tHl  the  latter 
end  of  S^tember,  when  they  advanced  to  Spire,  .where 
they  were  joined  by  twenty  thousand  Dutch  auxiliaries 
from  the  Netherlands.  Mareschal  NoaiUes  having  retreat* 
^d  into  Upper  Alsace,  the  allies  took  possession  of  Ger- 
mersheim,  and  demolished  the  intrenchments  which  the 
enemy  had  raised  on  the  Queich ;  then  they  return^ 
to  Mentz,  and  in  October  Were  distributed  into  winter 
quarters,  after  an  inactive  campaign  that  redounded  very 
little  to  the  honour  of  those  by  whom  the  motions  oif 
the  army  were  conducted*  In  September  a  treaty  had 
been  concluded  at  Worms  betwedn  his  Britannic  mtt* 
jesty,  the  king  of  Sardinia,  and  the  queen  of  Hungaiy. 
She  engaged  to  maintain  thirty  thousand  men  in  Italy: 
the  king  of  Sardinia  obliged  himself  to  employ  forty  tlnm- 
sand  infantry  and  five  thousand  horse,  in  coasideratioa 
of  his  commanding  the  combined  army,  and  receiving  an 
annual  subsidy  of  two  hundred  thousand  pounds  from 
Great  Britain,  As  a  further  gratification,  the  queen 
yieided  to  him  the  city  of  Placentia,  with  several  dis* 
tricts  in  i\ie  dutchy  of  Pavi,  and  in  the  Novarese:  and  all 
her  right  and  pretensions  to  Final,  at  present  possesaed  by 
the  republic  of  Genoa,  which  they  hoped  wptikl  give  it  up« 


on  bekig'  rep»il  the  purehase'  moaey^  amountiQg  to  three 
hmulred  tivrntand  pounds.  This  sum  the  king  of  Eng* 
iand  promised  to  disburse;  and  moreover  to  maintain  a 
■tyoog  squadron  in-  the  Mediterranean,  the  commander  of 
which  should  ^t  in  concert  with  his  Sardinian  majesty* 
Finally,  the  contracting  powers  agreed,  that  Final  sboi}id 
be  constituted  a  free  port,  like  that  of  Leghorn.  Nothi^ 
eould  be  nsore  unjust  than  this  treaty,  by  which  the  Genoese 
were  negotiated  out  of  their  property.  They  bad  purchased 
th^  marquisate  of  Final  of  the  late  emperor  for  a  valuablf 
consideration,  and  the  purchase  had  been  guaranteed  by 
Great  Britain.  It  could  not,  therefore,  be  expeaed  that 
they  woidd  part  with  this  acquisition  to  a  prince  whose 
power  they  thought  already  too  formidable;  especially,  on 
condition  of  its  being  made  a  free  port,  to  the  prejudice 
of  their  own  commerce.  They  presented  remonstrancee 
against  this  article,  by  their  ministers  at  the  courts  of  Lon- 
don, Vienna,  and  Turin;  and,  as  very  little  regard  war 
paid  to  their  representations,  they  threw  themselves  into 
the  arms  of  France  and  Spain  for  protection* 

$  XLII.  After  the  battle  of  Dettingen^  colonel  Ment- 
zel,  at  the  head  of  a  large  body  of  irregulars  belonging  to 
the  queen  of  Hungary,  made  an  irruption  into  Lorraine, 
part  of  which  they  ravaged  without  mercy.  In  September 
prince  Charles,  with  the  Austrian  army,  entered  the  Bris* 
gaw,  and  attempted  to  pass  the  Rhine;  but  maresch^l 
Coigny  had  taken  such  precautions  for  guarding  it  on^the 
other  side,  that  he  was  obliged  to  abandon«his  design,  and 
marching  back  into  the  upper  palatinate,  quartered  his 
troops  in  that  country,  and  in  Bavaria.  By  this  time  the 
earl  <^  Stair  had  solicited  and  obtained  leave  to  resign  hia 
command.  He  had  for  some  time  thought  himself  neglec- 
ted; and  was  unwilling  that  his  reputation  should  suffer  ou 
account  of  measures  in  which  he  had  no  concern.  In  Octo- 
«ber  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  returned  to  Hanover,  and 
the  army  separated.  The  troops  in  British  pay  marched 
back  to  the  Netherlands,  and  die  rest  took  their  route  to 
their  respective  countries.  The  states  general  still  wavered 
between  their  own  immediaite  intereat  and  their  desire  to 
support  the  house  of  Austria.  At  t^gth,  however,  they 
supplied  her  with  a  subsidy,  and  ordered  twenty  thousan4 
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taeii  to  inarch  to  her  assisunce,  noturitincasdlig  the  islsigBes 
of  the  marquis  de  Fenelon,  die  French  ambaasftdor  at  the 
Hague,  and  the  declaration  of  the  king  of  Pnxssia,  wbodk* 
approved  of  this  measure,  and  refused  tkem  a  passage 
through  bis  territories  to  the  Rhine« 

$  XLIII.  Sweden  was  filled  with  discontents,  and  di^vi- 
ded  into  factions*  The  generals  Bodenbrock  and  Lewen* 
haupt  were  beheaded,  having  been  sacrificed  as  scape  goats 
ibr  the  ministry.  jSome  unsuccessful  elFoits  by  sea  and  famd 
were  made  against  the  Russians.  At  last  the  peace  of  Abo 
was  concluded ;  and  the  duke  of  Holstein  Utin,  unde  to 
the  successor  of  the  Russian  throne,  was  chosen  as  next  heir 
to  the  crown  of  Sweden.  A  party  had  been  formed  in 
favour  of  the  prince  of  Denmark ;  and  the  order  of  the 
peasants  actually  elected  him  as  successor.  The  debates 
in  the  college  of  nobles  rose  to  a  very  dangeioua  degree  of 
animosity,  and  were  appeased  by  an  harangue  in  Swedish 
verse,  which  one  of  the  senators  pronounced.  The  peasants 
yielded  the  point,'  and  the  succession  was  settled  on  the 
duke  of  Holstein.  Denmark,  instigated  by  French  coun- 
sels, began  to  make  preparations  of  war  against  Sweden : 
But  a  body  of  Russian  auxiliaries  arriving  in  that  kingdom, 
under  the  command  of  general  Keith,  and  the  czarina 
declaring  she  would  assist  the  Swedes  with  her  wh<de  fatce^ 
the  king  of  Denmark  thoii^t  proper  to  disarm*  It  had 
been  an  old  maxim  of  French  policy  to  embroil  the  courts 
of  the  north,  that  they  might  be  too  much  employed  at  home 
to  intermeddle  in  the  affairs  of  Germany,  while  France  was 
at  war  with  the  house  of  Austria.  The  good  understand- 
ing  between  the  czarina  and  the  queen  of  Hungary  was  at 
this  period  destroyed,  in  consequence  of  a  conspiracy  which 
had  been  formed  by  some  persons  of  distinction  at  the  court 
of  Petersburgh,  for  removing  the  empress  EUifiabetbp 
and  recalling  the  princess  Anne  to  the  administration.  This 
design  being  discovered,  the  principal  conspirators  were 
corporally  punished,  and  sent  in  exile  to  Siberia.^  The  mar- 
quis de  Botta,  the  Austrian  minister,  who  had  resided  at 
the  court  of  the  czarina,  was  suspected  of  having  been  con- 
cerned in  the  plot;  though  the  grounds  of  this  suspicion 
did  not  appear  till  after  he  was .  recalled,  and  sent  as  am* 
bassador  to  the  court  of  Berlin*     The  empress  demanded 
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■u$«iotien  to  inquire  ioto  Us  CQiidiict,  and  he  was  acquit- 
led :  but  the  csuuriu  was  aot  at^all  satisfied  of  his  tnao^ 
oeiica*  la  February  a  deCeosive  treaty  of .  alliance  was 
eoiicluded  between  this  princess  and  the  king  of  Great 
Britain. 

$  XLIV.  By  this  time  France  was  deprived  ot  her 
abkst4njflister»  in  the  death  of  the  cardinal  de  Fleury^  who 
had  for  many  years  managed  the  a&tafs  of  that  kingdom* 
He  is  'said  to  have  possessed  a  lively  genius,  and  an  insi* 
nuaiing  addresa;  to  have  been  regular  in  his  deportment 
and  moderate  in  his  disposition;  but  at  the  same  time  he 
has  been  branded  as  deceitfeU  dissembling^  and  vindiecwe. 
tais  scheme  of  polities  was  altogether  pacific:  he  endea- 
voured to  accomplish  his  purposes  by  raising  and  fiomemsag 
intrigues  at  foreign  courts :  he  did  not  seem  to  pay  much 
regard  to  the  military  ^ry  of  France ;  and  he  too  muck 
neglected  the  naval  power  of  that  kingdom*  Since  Brag* 
lio  was  driven  out  of  Germany,  the  French  court  affected 
uncommon  moderation.  They  pretended  that  their  troops 
had  only  acted  as  auxiliaries  while  they  remained  in  the 
e^ire ;  being,  however,  apprehensive  of  an  irruption  into 
their  own  dominions,  they  dedaredt  that  those  troops  were 
no  longer  to  be  considered  in  that  light,  but  as  subjects, act- 
ing in  the  service  of  France.  The  campaign  in  Italy  proved 
unfavourable  to  the  Spaniards.  In  the  beginning  of  Feb- 
ruary  count  Gages,  who  commanded  the  Spanish  array  in 
the  Bolognese,  amounting  to  four-and-twenty  thousand  men, 
passed  the  Pan^ro,  and  advanced  to  CampoSaato^  where  he 
encountered  the  Imperial  and  Piedmontese  forces,  com- 
manded by  the  counts  Traun  and  Aspremont.  The  strength 
of  the  two  armies  was  neariy  equal.  The  action  was  ob- 
stinate and  bloody,  though  indecisive.  The  Spaniards  lost 
about  four  thousand  men  killed,  woimded,  or  taken.  The 
damage  sustained  by  the  confederatea  was  not  quite  so  great. 
Some  cannon  and  colours  were  taken  on  both  sides ;  ^and 
each  claimed  the  victory.  Count  Gages  repassed  the  Pa* 
naro ;  retreated  suddenly  from  Bologna,  and  marched  to 
Rlumini  in  the  ecclesiastical  state,  where  he  fortified  his 
camp  in  an  advantageous  situation,  after  having  suffered 
sevopely  by  desertion.     Count  Traun  renuuned  inaoive  ig 
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th€  Modenese  tffl  Septenbdr,  when  he  mtgned  hii  €o»s> 
maud  to  prince  Lobkowkz*  Hits  genend  entered  die  Bo- 
.  lognese  in  October,  and  then  advanced  t<yvrards  count  Gi^gtes^ 
who,  with  his  forces,  now  reduced  to  seven  thousand, 
retreated  to  Fano ;  but  afterwards  took  possession  of  Pesaro, 
and  fortified  all  the  passes  of  the  river  Foglia.  The  ae»» 
son  was  far  advanced  before  tiieSpanish  troops,  commanded 
by  Don  Philip,*  in  Savoy,  entered  upon  action.  In  all  pro- 
bability, the  courts  of  Versailles  and  Madrid  carried  on 
some  private  negotiation  with  the  king  of  Sardinia*  This 
expedient  failing,  Don  Philip  decamped  from  Chamberri  in 
the  latter  end  of  August,  and  defiling  through  Davphin^ 
towards  Brianf  on,  was  joined  by  the  prmce  of  Conti,  at  the 
head  of  twenty  thousand  French  auxiliaries.  Thus  rein- 
forced, he  attacked  the  Pi^dmonlese  lines  at  Chateau  Dau- 
phine ;  but  was  repulsed  in  several  attempis,  and  obliged 
to  retreat  with  considerable  loss.  The  French  established 
their  winter  quarters  in  Dauphin6  and  Provence ;  and  the 
Spaniards  maintained  their  footing  in  Savoy. 

$  XLV.  The  British  fleet,  commanded  by  admirri 
Matthews,  overawed  all  the  states  that  bordered  on  the 
Mediterranean.  This  officer,  about  the  end  of  June,  un- 
derstanding that  fourteen  xebecks,  laden  with  artillery  and 
ammunition  for  the  Spanish  army,  had  arrived  at  Genoa, 
sailed  .  thither  from  the  road  of  Hteres,  and  demuided  ^ 
the  republic  that  they  would  eidier  oblige  these  vessels  with 
the  stores  to  quit  their  harbour,  or  sequester  their  lading 
until  a  general  peace  should  be  estaUished.  After  some 
dispute,  it  was  agreed  that  the  cannon  and  stores  should  be 
deposited  in  the  castle  of  Bonifacio,  situated  on  a  rock  at 
the  south  end  of  Corsica ;  and  that  the  xebecks  should  have 
leave  to  retire  without  molestation.  The  Corsicana  had 
some  years  before  revolted,  and  shaken  off  the  domiokm  of 
the  Genoese,  under  which  their  island  had  remained  for 
many  centuries.  They  found  themselves  opp^used,  and 
resolved  to  assert  their  freedoip.  They  conferred  the 
sovereign  authority  on  a  German  adventurer,  who  was 
solemnly  proclaimed  by  the  name  of  king  Theodore.  He 
had  supplied  them  with  some  arms  and  ammunidon,  which 
he  had  brought  from  Tunis ;  and  amused  them  with  pro- 
mises of  being  assisted  by  foreign  powers  in  retrieving 
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their  mdcpendMcy :  bi^  as  th«s«  promiats  w«r«  not  petw 
formed,  tbey  ireatcd  him  so  roughly,  that  he  had  thought 
pmper  ^  quit  the  island,  and  they  submitted  again  to  their 
eld  masters.  The  troubles  of  Corsica  were  noi^  revived* 
Theodore  revisited  his  kii^om,  and  was  reoognized  by  the 
principal  chiefs  of  the  island.  He  published  a  manifesto : 
he  granted  a  gtaieral  pardon  to  all  his  subjects  who  should 
return  to  their  obedience :  he  pretended  to  be  countenanced 
•nd  supported  by  the  king  of  Great  Britain  and  the  queen 
of  Hungary.  He  was  certiunly  thought  a  proper  instru* 
meat  to  perplex  and  harass  the  Genoese,  and  supplied  ac 
this  juncture  widi  a  sum  of  money  to  purchase  arms  ibr 
ihe  Corsicaas :  but  a  change  soon  happened  in  the  British 
ministry^  and  then  he  was  suflfered  to  relapse  into  his 
original  obscurity*  Admiral  Matthews,  though  he  did  not 
undertake  any  expedition  of  importance  against  the  mari- 
time towns  of  Spain,  continued  to  assert  the  British  empire 
at  sea  through  the  whole  extent  of  the  Mediterranean. 
The  Spanish  army  under  Don  Philip  was  no  sooner  in 
motion,  than  the  English  admiral  ordered  some  troops  and 
cannon  to  be  disembarked  for  the  security  of  ViUa  Franca. 
Some  stores  leaving  been  landed  at  Civita  Vecchia,  for  the 
use  of  the  Spanish  forces  under  count  Gages,  Matthews 
interpreted  this  transaction  into  a  violation  of  the  neutrality 
which  the  pope  had  professed;  and  sent  thither  a  squadron 
to  bombard  the  place.  The  city  of  Rome  was  filled  with 
consternation;  and  the  pope  had  recourse  to  the  good 
ofices  of  his  Sardinian  majes^,  in  consequence  of  which 
the  English  squadron  was  ordered  to  withdraw.  The 
captains  of  single  cruizing  ships,  by  their  activity  and 
▼igilance,  wholly  interrupted  the  commerce  of  Spain ;  can- 
nonaded and  burned  some  towns  on  the  seaside ;  and  kept, 
the  whole  coast  in  continual  alarm.* 

g  l^  Mar  a  dreadful  plagae  broke  out  at  Meaaiaa  in  Siai^.  It  was  imported 
in  eotton  ana  other  eomn^oaitiet  brought  from  the  Morea ;  and  svept  oiT  weh  a 
mnltitadc  of  people,  tliat  the  eitv  was  almost  depopulated :  all  the  gaiteyilaTCS, 


10  were  employed  in  boiriog  the  dead»  perished  hj  the  contagion ;  and  this  wa^ 
Hkt  fate  of  many  priesu  ana  monks  who  administered  to  those  who  were  infected. 
Vhe  dead  bodiea  lay  in  heaps  m  the  streets,  comiptiiig  the  air,  aSd  adding  frosli 
fuel  to  tlie  |«ge  of  the  pestilence.  Numbers  died  miserably,  for  want  of  |>ropev 
attendance  aao  necessaries ;  and  all  was  horror  and  desohition.  At  the  beginning 
of  winter  it  erased^  after  liaTiag  destroyed  near  fifty  thousand  inlwbitants  of  Mes- 
sba,  and  Of  Ola  garrisons  in  the  citadel  and  castle.  It  was  prevented  from 
fpmdiDfla8isU7bvaainBgbattkftdodrMmfi«»M«lfMiotoTas^^    Sat 


$  XLVL  In  the  Wtat  Indies  MNne  unsuceeasfbl  eftirts 
were  made  by  an  English  squadron,  commanded  by  com* 
modore  Knowles.  He  itttacked  La  Gaetra  on  thocoast  of 
Caraccas,  in  the  month  of  February ;  but  met  widi  such  a 
warm  reception,  that  he  was  obliged  to  desist,  and  make  die 
best  of  his  way  for  the  Dutch  island  Cura^oa,  where  he 
repaired  the  damage  he  had  sustained.  His  ships  being 
refitted,  he  made  another  attempt  upon  Porto  Cavallo  in 
April,  which  like  the  former  miscarried.  Twelve  hundred 
marines  being  landed  in  the  neighbourhood  of  that  place,, 
were  seized  with  such  a  panic,  that  it  was  found  necessary 
to  reembark  them  without  delay.  Then  the  commodore 
abandoned  the  enterprise,  and  sailed  back  to  his  station  at 
the  Leeward  Islands,  without  having  added  much  to  his 
reputation,  either  as  to  conduct  or  resolution.  On  the 
continent  of  America  the  operations  of  the  war  were  very 
inconsiderable.  General  Oglethorpe  having  received  intel- 
ligence, that  the  Spaniards  prepared  for  another  invasion 
from  St.  Augustine,  assembled  a  body  of  Indians^  as  a 
reinforcement  to  part  of  his  own  regiment,  with  the  High- 
landers and  rangers,  and  in  the  spring  began  his  march,  in 
order  to  anticipate  the  enemy.  He  encamped  for  some  time 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  St.  Augustine,  by  way  of  defiance : 
but  they  did  not  think  proper  to  hazard  an  engagement  i 
apd  as  be  was  in  no  condition  to  undertake*  a  siege,  he 
returned  to  Georgia.  In  October  the  princess  Louisa, 
youngest  daughter  of  his  Britannic  majesty,  was  married 
by  proxy,  at  Hanover,  to  the  prince  royal  of  Denmark,  who 
met  her  at  Altena,  and  conducted  her  to  Copenhagen. 

it  was  conTeyed  to  R^o  in  CaUbrift,  by  the  avarie«  of  a  brokor  of  that  plM«k 

who  bought  aome  goods  at  Messina.    Tbe  king  of  Naples  iramediately  ordered 

lines  to  be  formed,  together  with  a  chain  of  troops  wliieh  est  off  all '" 

tion  between  thftt  place  and  the  rest  of  the  continent 
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$  XXII.  The  allies  are  defeated  at  Fontenoy.  $  XXIII. 
The  king  of  Sardinia  is  almost  stripped  of  his  dominions^ 
§  XXIV.  The  English  forces  take  cape  Breton. 
$  XXV.  The  importance  of  this  conquest.  $  XXVI. 
Project  of  an  insurrection  in  Great  Britain.  §  XXVII. 
The  eldest  son  of  the  chevalier  de  St.  George  lands  in 
Scotland.  $  XXVKI.  Takes  possession  of  Edinburgh. 
4  XXIX.  Dtfeats  Mr  John  Cope  at  Preston  Pans. 
Vol.  II.  T  t  t 
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$  XXXi  ^fforU  cf  the  friends  ef  g$9emmeni  in,  Se^ 
land.  $  XXXi.  Precautions  taken  in  England. 
$  XXXII.  The  prince  pretender  reduces  CarUak^  and- 
penetrates  as  far  as  Derby*.  Coiutemation  of  the  Lon* 
doners.  $  XXXIII.  The  rebels  retreat  into  Scotland. 
$  XXXIV.  They  invest  the  castle  of  Stirling.  %  XXXV. 
The  hinges  troops  under  Hawley  are  worsted  at  Falkirk* 
$  XXXVI.  The  duke  of  Cumberland  assumes  the  com* 
tnand  of  the  forces  in  Scotland^  §  XXXVII.  The  re* 
Ms  undertake  the  siege  sf  Fort  tViltiam* 

§  U  THE  discontentti  of  Eoglaod  were  astAiBy 
inflamed  by  antiministerial  writers,  who  aot  oaly  cxag* 
gerated  the  burdens  of  the  people^  and  drew  frtgbtfiil 
pictures  of  the  distress  and  misery  which,  .they  said^  im- 
pended over  the  nation,  but  abo  employed  the  arta  of 
calumny  and  misrepreaentation,  to  excile  a  jealousy  and 
national  quarrel  between  the  English  aod  Hanoireriaiia. 
They  affirmed  that  in  the  last  campAign  the  British  general 
had  been  neglected  and  despised ;  while  the  eounsela  of 
foreign  officers,  greatly  inferior  to  him  in  capacity,  quality 
and  reputation,  had  been  followed^  to  the  prejudice  of  ihe 
qoromon  cause :  that  the  Britiab  troops  sustaiiied  daily 
insults  from  their  ownmerceimries  who  wwe  indulged  with 
particular  aiarks  of  royal  favour  :  that  the  sovereign  him* 
self  appe$ired  at  DjCttingen  in  a  Haaoireriaa  scarf  j  and  that 
his  electoral  troops  were  of  very  little  service  in  that  engage- 
ment. Though  dte  most  material  of  these  assertions  were 
certainly  false,  they  made  a  strong  impressioii  on  the  minds 
of  the  people,  already  irritated  by  the  enormous  jexpease  of 
a  continental  war  maintained  for  the  interest  of  Germany. 
When  the  parliament  met  in  the  beginning  of  Decembax^  a 
motion  was  made  in  the  house  of  peers  by  the  earl  of 
Sandwich,  for  an  address  beseeching  his  majesty  to  discon- 
tinue the  Hanoverian  troops  in  British  pay,  in  order  to 
remove. the  popidar  discontent,  and  stop  the  murmurs  of  the. 
English  troopa  abroad*  He  was  auppocted  hy  the  duke  of 
Bedford,  the  eaarl  of  Chesterfield,  and  all  this  leaders  is  the 
opposition,  who  did  not  fail  to  enumerate^  .and  insist  upoQi 
ah  the  circumstances  we  have  mentioned.  They  moreover 
observed,  that  better  troops  mi|^  be  bucd  at&stof^lc^ 
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sdcpcMe;  that  k  woM  be  a  vain  and  cndfoss  tasir  to  et^ 
hauat  the  natiomd  treasure,  in  enriching^  a  hungry  and 
iMrmi  electorate;  that  Ae  popular  dUsatisfaction  against 
these  mercenaries  was  so  general,  and  raised  to  such  vio« 
knee,  as  nothing  but  their  dismission  could  appease :  that 
it  such  hirelings  should  be  thus  rantinued  from  year  to  year^ 
Afl}Kmight  at  last  become  a  burden  entailed  upon  the  nation, 
and  be  made  subservient,  under  some  ambitious  prince,  to 
imrposes  destructiire  of  the  British  liberty.  These  were 
the  suggesdens  of  spleen  and  animosity ;  for,  granting  the 
necessity  of  a  land  war,  the  Hanoverians  were  the  most 
satimd  aUies  and  auxiliaries  which  Great  Britain  could 
engage  and  employ.  How  insolent  soever  some  few  indi* 
iriduad  generals  of  that  electorate  might  have  been  in  their 
]irivate  deportment,  certain  it  is,  their  troops  behaved  with 
great  sobriety,  discipline,  and  decorum;  and  in  the  day  of 
•batde  did  their  duty  with  as  much  courage  and  alacrity  41s 
any  body  of  men  ever  displayed  on  the  like  occasion.  Hie 
motion  was  rejected  by  the  majority ;  but,  when  the  term 
lor  keeping  them  in  die  British  pay  was  nearly  expired, 
and  the  estimates  for  dieir  being  conunued  the  ensuing 
year  were  laid  before  the  house,  the  earl  of  Sandwich  re* 
newed  his  motion.  The  lord  chancellor,  as  speaker  of  the 
house,  interposing,  declared,  that  by  their  rules  a  question 
onec  rejected  coold  n6t  be  revived  during  the  same  session. 
A  deb^  ensued,  and  the  second  motion  was  overruled* 
The  Hanoverian  troops  were  voted  in  the  house  of  com- 
mons; nevertheless,  the  same  nobleman  moved  in  the 
upper  house  that  the  continuing  sixteen  thousand  Hano<« 
*4irerians  in  British  pay  was  prejudicial  to  his  majesty's  true 
interest,  useless  to  the  common  cause,  and  dangerous  to 
At  wdfare  and  tranquiDity  of  the  nadon.  He  was  second- 
ed by  'die  duke  of  BCariborough,  who  had  resigned  his 
commissioo  in  disgust:  and  thtf  proposal  gave  birth  to 
anodwr  warm  idfaput^ :  hut  victory  declared,  as  usual,  for 
^e  miuiiliy. 

$  II.  In  die  house  of  commons  they  sustained  divert 
attacks*  A  motion  was  made  for  laying  a  duty  of  eight 
ahillings  In  the  pound  on  all  places  and  pensions.  Mr? 
Gf  envillt  nored  for  an  address,  to  beseech  his  majesty, 
tlM-he  Would  «ot  engage  die  British  nation  any  further  isi 
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Ae  war  oki  the  continent,  withont  'the  concurrence  o£  dM 
ttfttes  general  on  certain  stipulated  propordonft  of  force  and 
expense,  as  in  the  late  witr.  These  proposals  hfegat  vigor* 
ous  debates,  in  which  the  country  party  were  always  foiled 
by  dint  of  superior  numbers.  Such  was  the  credit  and 
influence  of  the  ministry  in  parliament,  that  although  the 
national  debt  was  increased  b^  above  six  milKons  since  the 
commencement  of  the  war,  the  commons  indulged  Aem 
with  an  enormous  sum  for  the  expense  of  the  ensuing  yean 
The  grants  speciRed  in  the  votes  amounted  to  six  miHions 
and  a  half:  to  this  sum  were  added  ihree  millions  and  a 
half  paid  to  the  sitiking  fund  in  perpetual  taxes ;  so  that 
this  yearns  expense  rose  to  ten  millions*  The  funds  estab* 
lishcd  for  the  annual  charge  were  the  land  and  malt  taxes: 
one  million  paid  by  the  East  India  company  for  the 
renewal  of  their  charter,  twelve  hundred  thousand  pounds 
by  annuities,  one  million  from  the  sinking  fund,  aix-aad^ 
thirty  thousand  pounds  from  the  coinage,  and  six  hundred 
thousand  pounds  by  a  lottery  ;  an  expedient  which  for 
some  time  had  been  annually  repeated :  and  which,  in  a 
great  measure,  contiibuted  to  d^bauc^i  the  morals  of  the 
public,  by  introducing  a  spirit  of  gaming,  destructive  of  all 
industry  and  virtue. 

§  III.  The  dissensions  of  the  British  parliament  were 
suddenly  suspended  by  an  event  that  seemed  to  unite  bodi 
parties  in  the  prosecution  of  the  same  measures*  This 
'was  the  intelligence  of  an  intended  invasion.  By  the  par* 
liamentar)'  disputes,  the  loud  clamours,  and  die  genend 
dissatisfaction  of  the  people  in  Great  Britain,  the  French 
ministry  were  persuaded  that  the  nation  was  ripe  for  a 
revolt.  This  belief  was  corroborated  by  the  assertions  of 
their  emissaries  in  different  parts  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire* 
land.  These  were  papists  and  Jacobites  of  strong  preju* 
dices  and  warm  imaginations,  who  saw  things  through  the 
medium  of  passion  and^  party,  and  spoke  rather  from  extraw 
agant  zeal  than  from  sober  conviction.  They  gave  the 
court  of  Versailles  to  understand,  that  if  the  chevalier  de 
St.  George,  or  his  eldest  son,  Charles  Edward, .  should 
appear  at  the  head  of  a  French  army  in  Great  Britain,  a 
revolution  would  instantly  fdllow  in  his  favour.  Tfab 
intimatiofl  was  agreeable  to  cardinal  de  T^achiy  who,  amce 


the  datth  of-^Flasry,  had  borne  a  «h«ie,in  the  admiBiBtn^ 
kioii/crf  Frwce^  ■ .  He.  Was  o£  a  violent  enterfurUbg  temper. 
'He  had'  b&an  recommended'  to  the  pur|de  by  the  chevalier 
de  St*  George,  .and  was  seenuogly  atuched  Jto  the  Stnaiflt 
f amity.  Hit.  ambition  was  flattered  with  the  prospect  of 
giving  a  king  to  Greait  Britain ;  of  perfbmving  such  em»« 
aicnt  service,  to  his  benefactor^  and  of  nestoring  to  the 
throne  of  their  ancestors  a  family  connected  by  the  ties  of 
Uood  with  aH  die.  greatest  princes  of  Europe.  The  min* 
istvy  of  France  foresaw,  that  even  if  this  aim  should  mis- 
carry, a  descent  .upon  Great  Briuun  would  make  a  consider^ 
aUe  diversion  fi^om  the  continent  in  favour  of  France,  and 
enftbroil  and  embarrass  his  Britannic  majesty,  who  was  the 
diief  support  of  the  house  of  Austria,  and  all  its  alliea. 
Actuated  by  these  motives,  he  concerted  measures  with  the 
chevalier  de  St.  George  at  Rome,  who  being  too  much 
advanced  in  yeam  to  engage  personally  in  such  an  expedi* 
tion,  agreed  to  delegate  his  pretensions  and  authority  to 
his  son  Charles,  a  youth  of  promising  talents,  sage,  secret, 
brave,  and'  enterprising,. amiable  in  his  person,  grave,  and 
even  reserved  in  his  deportment.  He  approved  himself  in 
lihe  sequel  composed. and  moderate  in  success,  wonderfully 
firm  in  adversity :  and  though  tenderly  nuned  in  all  the 
delights  of  an  effeminate  country,  and  gentle  climate, 
t>atient  almost  beyond  belief  of  cold,  hunger,  and  fatigue. 
Such  was  the  adventurer  now  destined  to  fill  the  hcipe 
which  the  French  ministiy  had  conceived,  from  the  pra^ 
jected  in\'asion  of  Great  Britain. 

^  IV.  Count  Saxe  was  appointed  by  the  French  king 
commander  of  the  troops  designed  for  this  expedition, 
which  amounted  to  fifteen  thousand  men.  They  began 
'dieip  march  to  Picardy,  and  a  great  number  of  vessels  was 
assembled  for  their  embarkation  at  Dunkirk,  Calais,  and 
Boulogn.  It  was  determined  that  they  should  be  landed 
in  Kent,  under  convoy  of  a  strong  squadron  equipped  at 
Arest,  and  commanded  by  monsieur  de  Roquefeuille,  ail 
officer  of  experience  and  capacity.  The  chevalier  de  St. 
fieorge  is  said  to  have  required  the  personal  service  of  the 
duke  of  Ormend,  who  excused  himself  on  account  of  his 
ndvancedage:  be  that  as  it  will,,  prince  Charles  departed 
from  Romp  ahnu^  the^  end  of  Decemberi  in  the  4isg<^se  of 
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<a  SpMUftii  oMfler,  flitndtd  bjr  Me  Bervut  oal^t  Md  fiit^ 
■Ithtii  with  pttsporu  bjr  cafdinal  Aqoariva.  He^U'wdlai 
Atoogh  TuBcaiijr  to  Genoa,  from  whence  he  pwceedtd  «l 
Stvona,  whca-e  he  embarked  for  Antibes,.  and  protecuting 
his  journey  to  Paris,  was  induiged  wkh  a  prirate  audience 
-of  the  French  king :  then  he  set  out  ineognito  for  the  coast 
tif  Picardf  •  The  British  mioisliy  being  apprised  of  his 
4RTivai  in  France,  at  oncecompvehcoded  the  destination  of 
die  armaments  prepared  at  Brest  and  Boulogn*  Mh 
^Thompson,  the  English  resident  at  Paris,  reeeired  orders 
4»  make  a  remobstrance  to  the  French  mtnieiry,  on  the 
/violation  of  those  treaties  fay  which  the  pretender  to  the 
.-crown  of  Great  Britain  was  exeludad  from  the  territories 
of  France.  But  he  was  given  to  imderstand,  that  Us 
most  christian  majesty  would  not  explain  hioMelf  on  diat  snb^ 
ject,  untH  the  king  of  Engfamd  should  have  given  sadsfofc* 
-lion  on  tiie  repeated  complaints  which  had  been  made  to 
Jiini,  touching  the  infractions  of  those  very  treaties  whidi 
had  been  so  often  violated  by  his  orders.  In  the  month  of 
Jsnuaiy,  M«  de  RoqoefeuiUe  sailed  from  Brest,  directiag 
his  course  op  the  English  channel  with  twenty  diips  of 
wan  They  were  iihmediately  disccnrered  by  an  Engfish 
cruiser,  which  ran  into  Plymouth ;  and  the  intelltgence 
was  conveyed  by  land  to  the  board  of  admiralty*  Sir 
John  Norris  was  forthwith  ordered  to  take  tlie  commaad 
of  the  squadron  at  Spithead,  widi  which  he  sailed  round 
^40  the  Oowns,  where  he  was  joined  by  some  ships  of  the 
line  from  Chatham,-  and  then  he  found  himself  at  the  head 
of  a  squadron  considerably  stronger  than  diat  of  the 
enemy. 

^  V.  Several  regiments  marched  to  the  sonthem  coast 
of  England :  all  governors  and  commanders  were  ordered 
to  repair  immediately  to  their  respective  posts  t  die  ferta 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Thames  and  Medway  were  fM  in  a 
fosture  of  defence ;  and  directions  were  issued  to  assefla«' 
Ue  the  Kentish  militia,  to  defend  the  coast  in  case  of  an 
invasion.  On  the  fifteenth  day  of  February,  the  kmg  sent 
o  message  to  both  houses  of  parliament,  intiaMting  the 
arrival  of  the  pretender's  son  in  Franeey  dm  preparaiioaa 
at  Dunkirk,  and  the  abearance  of  a  French  ileet  in  tho 
English  diannel.     They  joined  An  « 


fiMrour^  of.  •  po^sk  pretender;  mil  awnii^  hta  nutjea^ 
tbai  they  .iioiM«  with  the  wanMst  scmI  .«Bd  mmoimiqp^ 
lake  iiiri\  measttrcs  aa  would  enable  him  to  fmetrate  and 
^efcat  «o  deaperate  and  insolent  an  aHempl.  Addveaaci 
«if  tlie  aame  kind  were  preaented  by  the  city  of  Londn% 
hoth  iiaivemtiea,  the  prtndpal  towna  of  Great  Briiaiii*  tha 
dergy,  the  diaaeadng  miniatcra,  the  qoakera,  and  almoat  idl 
ihe  eorpiHratmia  and  oomaaimitiea  of  the  kingdom.  A 
leqiiiaition  waa  made  of  the  aix  thouaand  anaiiliarieaf  which 
Iba  atatea  general  were  by  treaty  obliged  to  fomiah  on  audi 
•eeaaiooa ;  and  theae  were  granted  with  great  idacrity  and 
fxpeditiom  The  eatl  oi  Stair,  forgetting  hia  wtmigai 
tocdL  tbia  opportunity  oi  offering  hia  aenricca  to  governs 
meat,  and  waa  inveatad  with  the  chief  command  of  thn 
Corrcta  in  Groat  Britafai*  Hia  example  waa  followed  by 
aovand  noUemen  of  the  first  rank.  The  doke  of.  Mosp 
lague  waa  permitted  to  raise  a  regiment  of  horae;  n»i 
ordan  were  aeat  to  bring  over  aix  thouaand  of  the  Britiah 
iroopa  from  Flanders^  in  case  die  invaaion  ahould  actually 
take  place.  Hia  majeaty  waa  in  another  addveaa  from  par* 
Uamentf  exhorted  to  augment  his  forces  by  aea  and  land: 
the  habeas  corpua  act  waa  auapended  for  aix  montba,  and 
f##eral  peraona  of  diatinction  were  apprehended  on  auapi<r 
aion  of  treaaonable  practicea :  a  proclamadon  waa  issoed 
for  putting  the  lawa  in  execution  against  papiata  and  nour 
jurors,  who  were  commanded  to  retire  ten  miles  from 
London;  and  every  precaution  waa  taken  which  seemed 
neceaaary  for  the  preaervation  of  the  public  tranquiHity. 

^  VI.  Meanwhile  the  French  court  proceeded  with 
their  preparationa  at  Boulogn  and  Dunkirk,  under  the  eye 
of  the  young  pretender ;  and  aeven  thousand  men  were 
actually  embarked.  M.  de  Roquefeuille  aailed  up  the 
fijiannel  as  far  as  Dungeneas,  a  promontory  on  the  coast  of 
Kent,  after  having  detached  M.  de  Barreil,  with  five^hipai 
to.  haaten  the  embarkation  at  Dunkirk.  While  the  French 
admiral  anchored  off  Dungeneaa,  he  perceived^  on  tht 
twenty-fourth  day  of  February,  the  British  ^eet,  under  sir 
|ohn  Norria,  doubling  the  South  Forekad  from  the  Downa  i 
and  though  the  wind  waa  againat  him,  taking  the  opportu* 
niyy  of  the  lido  to  come  wp  and  engage  the  French  aquft* 
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droiu  RitifMfettilte;  nvho  Ktde  ex{»ected  siub'a  vUit,  could 
not  be  altogether  composed,  conf^dering  the  great  superi* 
orky  of  his  enemies :  but  the  tide  failing,  -the  Englidf 
.Udmiral  was  oUiged  to  anchor  two  leagues  short  of  the 
enemy.  In  this  interval,  M.  de  RoquefeiriHe  called  a 
tfounetl  of  war,  in  which  it  was  determined  to  avoid  an 
engagement,  weigh  anchor  at  sunset,  and  make-the  best  of 
their  way  to  the  place  from  whence  they  had  set  sail*  This 
resolution  was  favoured  by  a  very  hard  gale  of  wind,  whicll 
began  to  blow  from  the  north  east,  and  carried  them  dowif 
d>e  channel  with  incredibte  expedition.  But  the  same 
storm  which,  in  all  probability,  saved  dieir  leet  from 
destruction,  utterly  disconcerted  the  design  of  invading 
England.  A  great  number  of  their  transports  was  drivetl 
ashore  and  destroyed,  and  the  rest  were  so  damag«»d  that 
ihey  could  not  'be  speedily  repaired.  Tht  English  were 
now  masters  at  sea,  and  their  coast  was  so  well  guarded^ 
that  the  enterprise  could  not  be  prosecuted  with  any  pnw 
bability  of  success.  The  French  generals  nominated  to 
serve  in  this  expedition  returned  to  Paris,  and  the  young 
pretender  resolved  to  wait  a  more  favourable  opportunity; 
In  the  mean  time  he  remained  in  Paris,  or  that  neighbour^ 
hood,  incognito,  and  almost  totally  neglected  by  the  court 
of  France.  Finding  himself  in  this  disagreeaUe  situation,' 
and  being  visited  fay  J6hn  Murray  of  Broughton,  who 
magnified  the  power  of  his  friends  in  Great  Britain,  ho 
resolved  to  make  some  bold  effort,  even  without  the  assis- 
tance  of  Lewis,  in  M'hose  sincerity  he  bad  no  faith,  and 
forthwith  took  proper  measures  to  obtain  exact  informatxm 
touching  the  number,  inclinatiohs,  and  influence  of  his 
father's  adherents  in  England  and  Scodand.  The  French 
king  no  longer  preserved  any  measnres  with  the  court  of 
London  :  the  British  resident  at  Paris  was  given  to  under- 
stand, that  a  declaration  of  war  must  ensue ;  and  this  waa 
actually  published  on  the  twentieth  day  of  March*  llie 
king  of  Great  Britain  was  taxed  with  having  dissuaded 
the  court  of  Vienna,  from  entertaining  any  thoughts  of  an 
accommodation ;  with  having  infringed  the  convention  of 
Hanover ;  with  having  exercised  piracy  upon  the  suL^cla 
of  France,  and  with  having  blocked  up  the  harbour  of 
Toulon.     On  die  thirty*irst  day  of  Marchi  a  like  dnun- 


ci^on.  0f  war  agninn  France  was  pabUahed  at  LondoB, 
am)4»t  the  acclandatiQiis  of  the  people* 

.$  VII.  The  commooa  of  England,  in  order  to  evince 
dieir  iQyalty,  brought  in  a  bill,  denouncing  the  penalties  of 
h^  treason,  against  those  who  should  maintain  corres- 
pondence with  the  sons  of  the  pretender.*  In, the  upper 
house,  lord  Hardwicke,  the  chancellor^  moved,  that  a  clause 
should  be  inserted,  extending  the  crime  of  treason  to  the 
posterity  of  the  offenders,  during  the  lives  of  the  pretender^s 
spns.  The  motion,  which  was  supported,  by  the  whole 
strength  of  the  ministry,  produced  a  warm  debate,  in 
which  the  duke  of  Bedford,  the  earl  of  Chesterfield,  the 
lords  Talbot  and  Hervey  argued  against  it  in  the  mo^t 
pathetic  manner  as  an  illiberal  expedient,  contrary  to  the 
dictates  of  humaniQr,  the  law  of  nature,  the  rules  of  com- 
,mon  justice,  and  the  precepts  of  religion ;  an  expedient  that 
would  involve  the  innocent  with  the  guilty,  and  tend  to  the 
augmentation  of  ministerial  power,  for  which  purpose  it  was 
undoubtedly  calculated.  Notwithstanding  these  suggestions, 
.the  clause  was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  and  the  bill  sent 
.back  to  the  commons,  where  the  amendment  was  vigorously 
opposed  by  lord  Strange,  lord  Guernsey,  Mr.  W.  Pitt,  ^nd 
.  other  members,  by  whom  the  original  bill  had  been  coun- 
tenanced:^ the  majority,  however,  declared  for  the  a^nend- 
ment,  and  the  bill  obtained  the  royal  assent.  The  session 
of  parliament  was  closed  in  May,  when  the  king  told  them, 
that  the  French  had  made  vast  preparations  on  the  side  of 
the  Netherlands;  and  that  the  states  general. had  agreed  to 
furnish  the  succours  stipulated  by  treaties* 

$  VIII.  By  this  time  an  action  had  happened  in  the 
Mediterranean,  between  the  British  fleet  commanded  by 
admiral  Matthews,  and  th^combined  squadrons  of  France 
and  Spain,  which  had  been  for  some  time  blocked  up  in  the 
harbour  of  Toulon.  On  the  ninth  day  of  February  they  were 
perceived  standing  out  of  the  road,  to  the  number  of  four- 
and-^hirty  sail :  the  English  admiral  immediately  weighed 
from  Hieres  bay :  and  on  the  eleventh,  part  of  the  fleets 

•  An.  1744.  h  The  oppotition  hwl  iiustained  a  heavy  blow  in  the 

fleath  of  the  duke«f  Argylc,  r  noblemtn  uf  shining  qtuiliiieations  for  the  senate 
and  Che  field,  whose  character  woukl  have  heen  still  more  iUuftrious,  had  not  some 
parts  of  his  conduct  sobjectrd  hiKto  the  suspicion  of  selfishness  and  inconstanej. 
Uc  WM  saeeee«lcd  in  Unt  tHIe  Mf/llf^  br««ber,  Archibald  c«rl  ef  llay . 

Vol,  It.  U  u  u 
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engnged.-  MacthewB  attacked  the  SfMifrith  admiral^  Deit^ 
Navarro,  whose  ship,  the  Real,  was  a  ^m  rate,  tnounled 
with  above  a  hundred  guiw*  Rear  admiral  Rowley  shigled 
out  M.  de  Court,  who  commanded  the  French  squadron ; 
and  a  ver}*  tew  captains  followed  the  example  tof  their  oom- 
menders ;  but  vice-admiral  Lestock,  with  his  whole  divlr 
sion,  remained  at  a  great  distance  astern:  and  several 
captains,  who  were  immediately  under  the  eye  of  Matthews, 
behaved  in  such  a  manner  as  reflected  disgrace -upon  their 
country.  The  whole  transaction  was  conducted  widioist 
order  or  deliberation*  Tht  French  and  Spaniards  weidd 
have  willingly  avoided  an  engageihent,  as  the  British 
squadron  was  superior  to  them  m  strength  and  nuoiber* 
M.  de  Court,  therefore,  made  the  best  of  his  way  towards 
the  Straits'  mouth,  probably  wiih  intention  to  join  the;  Brest 
squadron :  but  he  had  orders  to  protect  the  Spanish  fleet ; 
and  as  they  sailed  heavily,  he  was  obliged  to  wait  for  them, 
at  the  hazard  of  maintaining  a  battle  with  the  English. 
Thus  circumstanced  he  made  sail  and  ky  to  by  tomis ;  sb 
that  the  British  admiral  could  not  engage  them  in  propefr 
order ;  and,  as  they  outsailed  his  ships,  he  hegan  to  fear 
they  would  escape  him  altogether,  should  he  wait  for  vice- 
admiral  Lestock,  who  was  so  far  astern.  Under  diis  ap- 
prehension he  made  the  signal  for  engaging,  while  that  for 
the  line  of  battle  was  still  displayed ;  and  this  inconsistencjr 
naturally  introduced  confusion.  The  fight  was  maintained 
with  great  vivacity  by  the  few  who  engaged.  The  Real 
being  quite  disabled,  and  lying  like  a  wreck  upon  the  water« 
Mr.  Matthews  sent  a  fireship  to  destroy  her;  but  the  expt^ 
dient  did  not  take  eifect.  The  ship  ordered  to  cover  this 
itiachtne  did  not  obey  the  signal;  so  that  the  captain  of  the 
fireship  was  exposed  to  the  whole  fire  of  the  enemy. 
Nevertheless  he  continued  to  advance  until  he  found  the 
vessel  sinking :  and  being  within  a  few  yards  of  the  Real, 
he  set  fire  to  the  fusees.  The  ship  was  immediately  in 
flames,  in  the  midst  of  which  he  and  his  lieutenant^  with 
twelve  men,  perished.  This  was  likewise  the  fate  of  the 
Spanish  launch,  which  had  been  manned  with  fifty  sailors, 
to  prevent  the  fireship  from  running  on  board  the  Real. 
One  ship  of  the  line  belonging  to  a  Spanish  squadron  struck 
to  captain  Hawke,  who  sent  a  llAsnant  to  take  possession 
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Iff  her :  >h«  was  a&Brwards  Ukea  by  the  Fr^ich  equadron  i 
^i^.w«&  fouod  so  disabled,  that  thej  left  bt^r  dt^serted,  and 
allCi  wa9  pext  day  burned  by  oFder-  of  admiral  Matthews. 
A(  ni^l  the  actioa  ceased;  and  the  admiral  found  his  own 
ship  ¥>  much  damagedi  that  he  moved  his  flag  into  anothei:« 
Coptaip  ComwsvU  fell  in  the  engagement,  af|er  having 
c^btted  a  rimarkable  proof  of  courage  and  inirepidi|y  i 
b«t  ljk€  loss  of  men  wns  very  inconsiden|b|e.  |if^Kt  ctay 
tbe  enemy  appeared  to  leeward,  md  the  admiral  gave  ohase 
fill  nigbl*  when  he  brought  lo,  that  he  ipight  be  joined  ^y 
iIm  slupft  a9^m.  They  were  perceived  again  on  the  thir"- 
|#0n|h  at  «  considerable  distaiice,  and  pursued  till  the 
evening*  In  tlie  morning  of  the  f(mrteeii|h,  twenty  sail  of 
ibem  were  seen  distinctly,  and  Lestock  with  bis  divtsion 
ted  gained  grqund  of  them  considerably  by  noop  i  bm 
admiral  Matthews^isplayed  the.  signal  for  leaving  off  chase* 
9»d  bore  away  for  Port  Mahon,  to  repair  the  damage  he 
jUkl  suslained.  Meanwhile  the  combined  squadrons  con- 
tinued their  course  towards  the  coast  of  Spain*  M«  de 
Court,  with  his  division,  apchored  in  the  road  of  Alicant; 
and  Don  Navarro  saUrd  into  the  harbour  of  Carthagena* 
Admiral  Matthews,  ^  his  arrival  at  Minorca,  accused 
Lestock  of  having  misbehaved  on  the  day  of  action ;  sua* 
pended  him  from  his  t>fice,  and  sent  him  pristoner  to  Eng- 
land, where,  in  his  tuni,  he  accused  his  accuser.  LcMig 
before  the  engagement,  these  twaofficers  had  expressed  the 
most  virulent  resentment  against  each  other.  Matthews 
was  brave,  open,  and  undisguised ;  but  proud,  imperious, 
and  precipitate.  Lestock  had  signalized  his  courage  on 
many  occasions,  and.  perfectly  understood  the  whole  disci- 
pline of  the  navy ;  but  he  was  cool,  cunning,  and  vindic- 
tive. He  had  been  treated  superciliously  by  Matthews* 
and  in  revenge  took  advantage  of  his  errors  and  precipita* 
tion.  To  gratify  this  passion  he  betrayed  the  interest^  and 
glory  of  his  country ;  for  it  is  not  to  be  doubted,  but  that 
he  might  have  come  up  in  time  to  engage ;  and,  in  that 
case,  the  fleets  of  France  and  Spain  would  in  all  likelihood 
have  been  destroyed :  but  he  intrenched  himself  within  the 
punctilios  of  diseipline,  and  saw  with  pleasure  bis  aatagopist 
expose  himself  to  the  hazard  of  death,  ruin,  and  disgrace* 
Matthews  himsdf,  in  the  sequel^  sacrificed  his  duty  to  his 
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resentment,  in  rettnunkig  Lestock  fr6m  pursuing  aild 
atucking  die  combined  squadrons  on  the-  third  day  alter 
tlie  engagement,  when  they  appeared  disabled,  and  in  mani- 
fest disorder,  and  would  have  fallen  an  easy  prey,  had  they 
been  vigorously  attacked*  One  can  hardly,  without  indlg* 
nation,  reflect  upon  these  instances,  in  which  a  community 
has  so  severely  suffered  from  the  personal  animosity  of 
individuals.  The  miscarriage  off  Toulon  became  the  sub- 
ject of  a  parliamentary  inquiry  in  England.  The  commons, 
in  an  address  to  the  throne,  desired  that  a  court  martial 
might  be  appointed  to  try  the  delinquents.  By  tfaSs  time 
Lestock  had  accused  Matthews,  and  all  the  captains  of  his 
division  who  misbehaved  on  the  day  of  battle.  '  The  court 
martial  was  constituted,  and  proceeded  to  trial.  Several 
commanders  of  ships  were  cashiered :  vice-admiral  Lestock 
was  honourably  acquitted ;  and  admiral  Matthews  rendered 
incapable  of  serving  for  the  future  in  his  majesty's  navy» 
All  the  world  knew  that  Lestock  kept  aloof,  and  ditet 
Mathews  rushed  into  the  hottest  part  of  the  engagement. 
Yet  the  former  triumphed  on  his  trial,  and  the  latter  nar- 
rowly escaped  the  sentence  of  de^th  for  cowardice  and 
misconduct.  Such  decisions  are  ^t  to  be  accounted  f<N*, 
except  from  prejudice  and  faction. 

$  IX.  llie  war  in  Germany,  ifhich  had  been  almost 
extinguished  in  the  last  campaign,  began  to  revive,  and 
raged  with  redoubled  violence.  The  emperor  had  solicited 
the  mediation  of  his  Britannic  majesty,  for  compromising 
the  differences  between  him  and  the  court  of  Vienna. 
Prince  William  of  Hesse  Cassel  had  conferred  with  the 
king  of  England  on  this  subject ;  an4  a  negotiation  was 
liegun  at  Hanau.  The  emperor  offered  to  dismiss  the 
French  auxiliaries,  provided  the  Austrians  would  evacuate 
his  hereditary  dominions.  Nay,  prince  William  and  lord 
Carteret,  as  plenipotentiaries,  actually  agreed  to  prelimi- 
naries, by  which  his  Imperial  majesty  engaged  to  renounce 
the  alliance  of  France,  and  throw  himself  into  the  arms  of 
the  maritime  powers ;  to  resign  all  pretensions  to  the  suc- 
cession of  the  house  of  Austria :  and  to  revive  the  vote  of 
Bohemia  in  the  electoral  college,  on  condition  of  his  being 
reestablished  iu  the  possession  of  his  dottiinrions,  recognised 
$19  emperor  by  the  queen  of  Hun^puy,  and  accommodated 
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mMi,^  tnoixthly  subsidy  for" 'htr'>maiiit«nimoe^  is. his.  owti 
tfifrrhories  were  exhausted  and 'impoverished'  by  the  war. 
By ^  sef>arate  article,  the  king  of  Great  Britdin  profaised  to 
fbmish  him  With  three  iiuhdred  thousand  crowns,  and  to 
interpose  his  good  oftces  with  the  queen  of  ttiingary<,  that 
his  eteetoral  dominions  shonld  bo  favour-ably  trealed^*  These 
preliminaries,  though  settled,  wdre  ndt  srgned*  v  The  court 
of  Vienna  was  unwilling  to  part  with  their  conquosts  in 
Bavaria  and  the  Upper  Palatinate.  The  queen  ^irustcxl  too 
much  to  the  valour  of  her  troopsi,  and  the  vhs^th  t)f  her 
allies^  to  listen  to  such  terms  of  accommodation ;  and  what* 
ever  arguments  were  used  with  the  king  of  Great. Britain, 
Certain  it  is  the  negotiation  was  dropped,  on  pretence  that 
the  articles  tvere  disapproved  by  the  ministry  of  Englandt 
The  emperor,  environed  with  distress,  renewed  his  applicar? 
tion  to  the  king  of  Great  Britain ;  and  even  declared  that 
he  would  refer  his  cause  to  the' determination  of  the  mari- 
time powers ;  but  all  his  advances  were  discountenanced ; 
and  Ae  treaty  of  Worms  dispelled  all  hope  of  accommoda* 
tion.  In  this  manner  did  the  British  ministry  reject  the 
fairest  opportunity  that  could  possibly  occur  of  terminating 
the  war  in  Germany  with  honour  and  advantage,  and  of 
freeing  their  country  from  that  insufferable  burden  of^ 
expense  under  which  she  groaned. 

§  X.  The  inflexibility  of  the  house  of  Austria,  and  its 
chief  ally,  proved  serviceable  to  the  emperor.  The  forlorn 
situation  of  this  unfortunate  prince  excited  the  compassion 
of  divers  princes :  they  resented  the  insolence  with  which 
the  head  of  the  empire  had  been  treated  by  the  court  of 
Vienna ;  and  they  were  alarmed  at  the  increasing  power  of 
a  family  noted  for  pride,  tyranny,  and  ambition.  These 
considerations  gave  rise  to  the  treaty  of  Franckfort,  con- 
cluded in  May  between  the  emperor,  the  king  of  Prussia, 
the  king  of  Sweden  as  landgrave  of  Hesse  Cassel,  and  the 
elector  palatine.  They  engaged  to  preserve  the  constitution 
of  the  empire,  according  to  the  treaty  of  Westphalia,  and  to 
-support  the  emperor  in  his  rank  and  dignity.  They  agreed 
to  employ  their  good  offices  with  the  queen  of  Hungary, 
'  that  she  might  be  induced  to  acknowledge  the  emperor,  to 
restore  his  hereditary  dominions,  and  give  up  the  archives 
of  the  empire  that  were  in  her  possession.     They  giiaran* 
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teed  lo  each  cUfaer  Aeir  respective  territories :  the  diflpQibes 
atwut  the  Succession  of  the  late  emperor  they  referred  to 
'  the  decision  of  the,  states  of  the  empire ;  they  promised  t^ 
assist  one  another  in  case  of  being  attacked ;  and  diey 
invited  tl^  kihg  of  Poland^  the  elector  of  Cologn,  and  the 
bishop  df  Liege,  to  accede  to  this  treaty.  Such  mi»  the 
confederacy  that  broke  all  the  measures  which  had  been 
concerted  between  the  king  of  Great  Britain  and  her  Hun* 
garian  majesty,  for  the  operations  of  the  campaign.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  French  king  declared  war  against  this  prin« 
'cess,  on  pretence' that  she  was  obstinately  deaf  to  all  terms 
of  accommodation,  and  determined  to  carry  the  war  into  the 
territories  of  France*  In  her  counter  declaration  she  taaed 
Lewis  with  having  infringed  the  most  solemn  engagement^ 
with  respect  to  the  pragmatic  sanction ;  with  having  spirited 
\ip  diiFerent  pretenders,  to  lay  claim  to  the  succession  of  the 
late  emperor;  with  having  endeavoured  to  instigate  the 
common  enemy  of  christendon  against  her ;  and  with  having 
acted  the  incendiary  in  the  north  of  Europe,  tlwt  the 
czarina  might  be  prevented  from  assisting  the  house  of 
Atiatria,  while  his  numerous  armies  overspread  the  empire 
(tnd  desolated  her  hereditary  countries.  These  recrimina- 
tions were  literally  true.  The  houses  of  Bourbon  and 
Austria  have,  for  many  centuries,  been  the  common  dis- 
turbers and  plagues  of  Europe. 

$  XL  The  king  of  ^France,  though  in  himself  pacific 
and  unenterprising,  was  stimulated  by  his  ministr)*^  to  taste 
the  glory  of  conquest  in  the  Netherlands,  where  he  had 
assembled  an  army  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand 
men,  provided  with  a  very  formidable  train  of  artillery. 
The  chief  command  was  vested  in  the  mareschal  count  de 
Saxe,  who  possessed  great  military  talents,  and  proved  to 
be  one  of  the  most  fortunate  generals  of  the  age  in  which 
he  lived.  The  allied  forces,  consisting  of  English,  Hano* 
vertans,  Dutch,  and  Austriana,  to  the  number  of  seventy 
thousand  eifective  men,  were  in  the  month  of  May  assem- 
bled in  the  neighbourhood  of  Brussels,  from  whence  they 
marched  towards  Oudenarde,  and  posted  themselves  behind 
the  Schelde,  being  unable  to  retard  the  progress  of  the  * 
enemy.  The  French  monarch,  attended  by  his  favourite 
ladies,  with  all  the  pomp  of  eastern  luxury,  arrived  at  IJsle 
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on  the  twdith  day  of  the  sanw  month;  dbd-itt  ths'ai|}fetettt 
pl«iki  reviewed  his  anny.  The  states  general^  alarmed  at 
his  preparation,  had,  in  a  conference  with  his  anriMssadon* 
at  the  Hague,  expressed  their  apprehensions,  and  entreated 
his  most  christian  majesty  would  desist  from  his  design  of 
attacking  their  barrier.  Their  remonstrances  having  proved 
inefettual,  they  now  sent  a  mittistex'  to  wait  ti|>on  that  mon- 
areh,  to  enforce  ckelr  former  representations,  and  repeat 
their  entreaties :  but  no  regard  was  paid  to  his  request. 
The  French  king  told  him,  he  was  determined  to  prosecute 
the  war  wilfti  vigour,  as  his  moderation  hitherto  had  served 
so  no  odier  purpose  but  that  of  rendering  his  enemies  more 
hilraetable.  Accordingly,  his  troops  invested  Menin, 
which  was  in  seven  days  surrendered  upon  ci^tulation* 
Yptie38,  fort  Knocke,  and  Fumes,  underwent  the 'same  iate; 
mid  oh  the  twenty'^ninth  day  of  June  the  king  of  France 
entered  Dimkiiic  ip  triumph- 

$  XII.  He  had  taken  such  precautions  for  the  defence 
of  Alsace,  which  was  guarded  by  considerable  armies  under 
the  command  of  Coigm  and  Seckendorf,  that  he  thought  be 
had  nothing  to  fear  fiiom  the  Austrians  in  that  quarter : 
besides,  he  had  received  seeret  assurances  that  the  king  of 
Prussia  would  dedare  for  tfaeemperor ;  so  that  he  resolved 
to  pursue  his  conquests  in  the  Netherlands*  But  all  his 
measures  were  defeated  by  the  activity  of  prmce  X^harles  of 
Lorraine,  and  his  officers,  who  <bund  means  to  pass  the 
Rhine,  and  oblige  the  French  and  Bavarian  genends  to 
retire  to  Lampertheim,  thm  they  might  cover  Strasburgh. 
The  Austrians  made  themselves  masters  of  Haguenau  and 
Savtfme :  th^  secured  she  pssses  of  Lorraine ;  and  laid  all 
the  country  of  Lower 'Alsace  under  comribuiion.  The 
king  of  France  was  n6  sooner  apprised  of  the  prince's 
having  passed  the  Rhine,  and  penetrated  into4his  province, 
than  he  sent  off  a  detachnient  of  thirty  thousand  men  from 
Us  army  in  Flanders  to  reinforce  that  under  the  mareschal 
de  Coignt;  and  he  himself  began  his  journey  from  the 
Rhine,  that  he  might  in  person  check  the  progress  of  the^ 
enemy :  but  this  design  was  anticipated  1^  a  severe  distem- 
per Aat  overtook  him  at  Mentz  in  Lomune.  The  physi- 
cians despaired  of  his  life*  The  queen,  with  her  children, 
and  aU  she  princes  of  ihe  blood,  hastened  from  VjerssuUes 
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topn^'thit  littt  duties  to  their.dyiQg  soveteigm  wbo^  as  a 
tnm  penitent^  dismissed  bis  concubines,  and  began  to  pre- 
pare  bimself  for  death :  yet  the  strength  of  bis  conatitutioii 
triumphed  over  the  fever,  and  his  recovery  was  cekhrated 
all  .over  his  dominions  with  uncommon,  marks  of  joy: and 
affection. 

$  XI 1 1.  In  the  mean  time  the  schemes  of  the  Auatrian 
general  were  frustrated  by  the. king  of  Prussia,  who^  in  the 
month  of  August,  qntered  the  electorate  of  Saxony,  at  the 
head  of  a  numerous  artey^  There  he  declared,.  in.;a  public 
manifesto,  that  his  .aimis  were  only  to  reestablish  the  peace 
of  the  empire,  and  to  support  the  dignity  of  its  bead*  He 
assured  the  inhabitants  that  they  might  depend  upon  Ki9 
protection,  in  case  they  should  remain  quiet  j  but  threatened 
them  with  fire  and  sword  should  they  presume  to  oppose 
his  arms*  Ini  a  rescript,  addressed  to  his  ministers  at 
foreign  courts,  he  accused  the  queen  of  Hungary  of  obsli- 
-  oacy,  in  refusing  to  acknowledge  the  emperor,  and  restore 
his  hereditary  dominions :  he  said,  he  had  engaged  in  the 
lea^ne  of  Franckfort,  to  hinder  the  head  of  the  empire  from 
being  oppressed :  that  he  had  no  intention  to  violate  the 
peace  of  Breslau,  or  enter  as  a  principal  into  this  war :  be 
affirmed,  diat  his  design  was. to  lact  as  auxiliary  to  the  empe- 
ror, and  establish  the  quiet  of  Germany.  He  penetrated 
into  Bohemia  and  undertook  the.  siege  of  Prague^  the 
gov^nor  of  which  surrendered  himself  and  his  garrison 
pris^nevs  of  war  on  the  sixteenth  day  of  September*  He 
aftemrards  reduced  Tabor^  Bod^yeis,  and  Teyn,  and  in  a 
word  subdued  the  greatest  part .  of  the  kingdom ;  d^ 
Austrian  forces  in  that  country  befmg  in  no  condition  to 
stop  hb  progress.  Nevertheless,  hei^iras'  soon  obliged  to 
relinquish  his  conquests.  Prince  Charles  of  Lorraine  was 
recalled  from  Alsace,  and  repassed  the  Rhine  in  the  face 
of  the  French  army,  commanded  by  the  mareschals  de' 
Cdigni,  Noailles,  and  Belleisle.  Then  he  marched  to  tb^ 
Danube,  laid  the  Upper  Palatinate  under  contribution^  and 
entering  Bohemia,  joined  the  troops  under  .Bathiani  at 
Mcrotitz.  The  king  of  Poland,  elector  of  Saxony,  at  this 
juncture,  declared  in  favour  of  her  Hungarian  majesty.  ^  A 
convention  for  the  mutual  guarantee  of  their  dominions  had 
been  signed  between  those  two  powers  in  December;  and 
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now  prince  Chailes  of  Lorraine  was  reinforced  bjr  twentf 
thousand  Saxon  troops,  under  the  conduct  of  the  duke  of 
Saxe  Wessenfels*  The  combined  army  was  superior  to 
that  of  his  Prussian  majesty^  whom  they  resolved  to  engage. 
But  he  retired  before  them,  and  having  evacuated  all  the 
places  he  had  garrisoned  in  Bohemia,  retreated  with  pre- 
cipitation into  Silesia*  There  his  troops  were  put  into^ 
winter  quarters;  and  he  himself  returned  to  Berlin^ 
extremely  mortified  at 'the  issue  of  the  campaign* 

§  Xiy»  During  these  transactions,  count  Seckendorf 
marched  into  Bavaria,  at  the  head  of  a  strong  army,  drove 
the  Austrians  out  of  that  electorate,  and  the  emperor 
regained  possession  of  Munich,  his  capital,  on  the  twenty- 
second  day  of  October.  In  Aug^ust  the  French  army 
passed  the  Rhine  at  fort  Lewis,  and  invested  the  strong 
and  important  city  of  Fribourg,  defended  by  general  Dem- 
nilz,  at  the  head  of  nine  thousand  veterans.  The  king 
of  France  arrived  in  the  camp  on  the  eleventh  day  of  Octo- 
ber; and  the  siege  was  carried  on  with  uncommon  vigour. 
The  Austrian  governor  made  incredible  efforts  in  the 
defence  of  the  place,  which  he  maintained  until  it  was  redu- 
ced to  a  heap  of  ruins,  and  one  half  of  the  garrison 
deatroyelL  At  length,  however,  they  were  obliged  to  sur- 
render themselves  prisoners  of  war,  after  the  trenches  had 
been  open  five-and-forty  days,  during  which  they  had  killed 
above  fifteen  thousand  of  the  besiegers..  WiUi  this  con- 
quest the  French  king  closed  the  campaign,  and  his  army 
was  cantoned  along  the  Rhine,  under  the  inspection  of  the 
count  de  Maillebois.  By  the  detachments  drawn  from  the 
French  army  in  Flanders,  count  Saxe  had  fpund  himself 
considerably  weaker  than  the  confederates:  he  threw  up 
strong  eittrenchments  behind  the  Lys,  where  he  remained 
on  the  defensive,  until  he  was  reinforced  by  the  count  de 
Clermont^  who  commanded  a  separate  body  on  the  side  of 
Newport*  The  allies,  to  the  number  of  seventy  thousftnd, 
passed  the  Schelde^  and  advanced  towards  Helchin :  but 
the  enemy  being  so  advantageously  posted,  that  they  could 
not  attack  him  with  any  prQq>ect  of  advantage,  they  filed 
QD  in  sight  of  Tournay ;  and  on  the  eighth  day  of  August 
encamped  in  the  plains  of  Lisle^  in  hope  of  drawing  count 
Saxe  bom  the  situation  -  in  wluob  he  was  so  strongly  forti- 
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fied.  Here  they  foraged  for  several  days,  and  laid  the 
open  country  under  contribution  :  however,  they  made  no 
attempt  on  the  place  itself,  which  in  all  probability  would 
have  fallen  into  their  •  hands  had  they  invested  it  at  their 
first  approach ;  for  then  there  was  no  other  garrison  but 
two  or  three  battallions  of  militia :  but  count  Saxe  soon 
threw  in  a  considerable  reinforcement*  The  allies  were 
unprovided  with  a  train  of  battering  cannon ;  and  their 
commanders  would  not  deviate  from  the  usual  form  of  war* 
Besides,  they  were  divided  in  their  opinions,  and  despised 
one  another*  General  Wade,  who  commanded  the  Eng- 
lish and  Hanoverians,  was  a  vain,  weak  man,  without  con- 
fidence, weight,  or  authority ;  and  the  Austrian  general, 
the  duke  d'Aremburg,  was  a  proud,  rapacious  glutton, 
devoid  of  talents  and  sentiment*  After  having  remained 
for  some  time  in  sight  of  Lisle,  and  made  a  general  forage 
without  molestation,  thpy  retired  to  their  former  camp  on 
the  Schelde,  from  whence' they  soon  marched  into  winter 
quarters*  Count  Saxe  at  length  quitted  his  lines ;  and  by- 
way of  retaliation  sent  out  detachments  to  ravage  the  Low 
Countries,  to  the  very  gates  of  Ghent  and  Bruges*  The 
conduct  of  the  allied  generals  was  severely  censured  in 
England,  and  ridiculed  in  France,  not  only  in  private  con* 
versation  but  also  on  their  public  theatres,  where  it  became 
the  subject  of  farces  and  pantomimes* 

$  XV*  The  campaign  in  Italy  produced  divers  vicissi- 
tudes of  fortune*  The  king  of  Naples  halving  assembled 
an  army  joined  count  Gages,  and  published  a  >manifesto  in 
vindication  of  his  conduct,  which  was  a  direct  violation  of 
the  neutrality  he  had  promised  to  observe*  He  maintained, 
that  his  moderation,  had  been  undervalued  by  tl]e  courts  of 
London  and  Vienna:  that  his  frontiers  were  threatened 
with  the  calamities  of  war;  and  that  the  queen  of  Hun* 
gary  made  no  secret  of  her  intention  to  invade  his 
dominions.  I'his  charge  was  not  wiihoat  foundation* 
'  The  emissaries  of  the  house  of  Austria  endeavoured  to 
excite  a  rebellion  in.  Naples,  which  prince  Lobkowitz  had 
orders  to  favour  by  an  invasion*  This  general  was  en- 
camped at  Monte  Rotundo  in  the  nei^bourhood  of  Rome, 
when,  in  the  month  of  June,  the  confederates  advanced  to 
Velletri*     While  the  two  armies  remained,  in  sight  of  each 
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odier,  prince  Lobkowitz  detached  a  strong  body  of  forces, 
under  count  Soroand  general  Gorani^  who  made  an  irrup- 
tion into  the  province  of  Abruzzo^  and  took  the  city  of 
Aquilla,  where  they  distributed  a  manifesto,  in  which  the 
queen  of  Hungary  exhorted  the  Neapolitans  to  shake  pff 
die  Spanish  yoke,  and  submit  again  to  fhe  house  of  Austria. 
This  step,  however,  produced  little  or  no  effect;  and  the 
Austrian  detachment  retired  at  the  approach  of  the  duke 
of  Vieuville,  with  a  superior  number  of  forces.     In  Au- 
gust, count  Brown,  at  the  head  of  an  Austrian  detachment, 
surprised   Velletri  in  the  night ;  and  the  king  of  the  two 
Sicilies,  with  the  duke  of  Modena,  were  in  the  utmost  dan- 
ger of  being  taken.     They  escaped  by  a  postern  witH  great 
difficulty,  and  repaired  to  the  quarters  of  count  Gages,  who 
performed  the  part  of  a  great  general  on  this  occasison. 
He  ralUed  the  fugitives,  dispelled  the  panic  and  confusion 
whieh  had  begun  to  prevail  in  his  camp,  and  made  a  dispo* 
sition  for  cutting  off  the  retreat  of  the  Austrians.     Count 
Brown,  finding  himself  in  danger  of  being  surrounded, 
thought  proper  to  secure  his  retreat,   which  he  effected 
with  great   art  and  gallantry,  carrying  off  a  prodigious 
booty.     Three  thousand  Spaniards  are  said  ,to  have  fallen 
in  this  action  ;  and  eight  hundred  men  were  taken  with 
some  standards  and  colours.     Count  Mariani,  a  Neapoli- 
tan general,  was  among,  the    prisoners.     The   Austrians 
lost  about  six  hundred  men;  and  general  Novati  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  enemy:  but  the  exploit  produced  no  con- 
seqoenee  of  importance.     The  heats  of  Autumn  proved 
so  fatal  to  the  Austrians,  who  were  not  accustomed  to 
the  clfaaate,  that  prince  Lobkowitz  saw  his  army  moulder- 
ing away,  without  any  .  possibili^  of  its  being  recruited: 
besides  the  country  was  so  drained  that  he  could  no  longer 
procure  subsistence.     Impelled  by  these  considerations,  he 
]iie<Utated  a  retreat.  *   On  the  eleventh  day  of  November, 
lie  decampad  from    Faiola,   marched    under  the  walls  of 
Rome,  passed  the  Tiber  at  Ponte  MoUe,  formerly  known 
by  the  name  of  Pons  Milvios,  which  he  had  just  time  to 
break  down  behind  him,  when  the  vanguard  of  the  Spa- 
niards and  Neapolitans  appeared*     Part  of  his  rearguard, 
however,  was  taken,  with  count  Soro  who  commanded  it, 
atNoccra;  and  his  army  suffered  greatly  by  desertion* 
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JN^evettkeless,  he  continued  his  retreat  with  equal  skill  and 
expedition,  passed  the  mountains  of  Guibio,  and  by  the 
way  of  Viterbo  reached  the  Bolognese*  The  pope  was 
altogether  passive.  In  the  beginning  of  the  campaign  he 
had  caressed  Lobkowitz;  and  noW  he  received  the  king  of 
the  two  Sicilies  with  marks  of  the  wannest  affection.  That 
prince  having  visited  the^chief  curiosities  of  Rome,  returned 
to  Naples^  leaving  part  of  his  troops  under  the  command 
ef  count  Gages. 

$  XVI.  Fortune  likewise  favoured   his  brother  don 
Philip,  in  Savoy  and  Piedmont.     He  was,  early  in  the  sea* 
son,  joined  at  Antibes  by  the  French  army,  under  the  con- 
duct of  the  prince  of  Conii.     In  the  latter  end  of  March, 
the  combined  forces  passed  the  Var,  reduced  the  caade  of 
Aspreroont,  and  entered  the  city  of  Nice,  without  oppoai* 
tion.     In  April,  th^y  attacked  the  king  of  Sardinia,  wh«^ 
with   twenty   thousand    men,    was    strongly    entrendied 
among  the  mountains   at  Villa  Franca.     The  action  waa 
obstinate  and  bloody ;  but  their  numbers  and  perseverance 
prevailed.     He  was  obliged  to  abandon  his  posts,  aUd  eca* 
bark  on  board  of  the  British  squadron,  which  transported 
him  and  his  troops  to  Vado.    The  bftention  of  Don  Philip 
was  to  penetrate  through  the  territories  of  Genoa  into  the 
Milanese;  but   admiral  Matthews,   who  hovered  with  n 
strong   squadron  on   that   coast,  sent  a  message    to  tbe 
republic,  declaring^,   that   shoidd  the   combined   army  be 
suffered  to  pass  through  her  domioSons,  the  king  of  Great 
Britain  would  consider  such  a  step  as  a.  breach  of  dmw 
neutrality.     The   senate,  intimidated  by  thia  intimation, 
tntreated  the  princes  to  desist  from  their  deugn  and  they 
resolved  to  choose  another  route.     They  defiled  towardb 
Piedmont,  and  assaulted  die  strong  post  of  Chateau  Dau** 
phine,  defended  by  the  king  of  Siurdinia  in  peraon.     Ailee 
a  desperate  attack,  in  which  they  lost  four  thousand  mei^ 
the  place  was  taken :  the  garrison  of  Dement  suvrendered 
at  diacretion,  and   the   whole   country  oi  Piedqsont  waa 
hid  under  a  contribution.     His  Sardinian  majea^  waa  notr 
in  a  condition  to  hasard  a  battle :  and,  thevefewe,  postad 
hiosself  at  Sakiz^ea,  in   order  to  cover  his  capkaL     The 
combined  army  advanced  to  the  strong  and  importaat'  town 
of  Coni,  which  waa  mveatod  in  the  kwgianbg  «rf  September. 
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Baron  Leutrum  the  governor  m^dt  an  obstinate  defence^ 
and  the  situation  of  the  place  was  such  as  rendered  the 
siege  difficult,  tedious,  and  bloody.  The  king  of  Sardinia 
being  reinforced  by  ten  thousand  Austrians,  under  general 
Pallavacini,  advanced  to  its  relief,  and  a  battle  ensued. 
Thfl  action  was  maintained  with  great  vigour  on  both  sides, 
till  nighty  when  his  majesty  finding  it  impracticable  to  force 
the  enemy's',  intrenchments,  retired  in  good  order  .to  his 
camp  at  Murasso.  He  afterwards  found  means  to  throw 
a  reinforcement  and  supply  of  provisions  into  Coni ;  and 
the  heavy  rains  that  fell  at  this  period,  not  only  retarded, 
but  even  dispirited  the  besiegers.  Nevertheless,  the 
princes  persisted  in  their  design,  notwithstanding  a  deardi 
of  provisions,  and  the  approach  of  winter,  till  the  latter  end 
of  November,  when  the  dievalier  de  Soto  entered  die  place 
with  six  hundred  fresh  men.  This  incident  was  no  sooner 
^own,  than  the  princes  abandoned  their  enterprise ;  and 
leaving  their  sick  and  wounded  to  the  mercy  of  the  Pied- 
montese,  marched  back  to  Demont.  Having  dismantled 
the  fortifications  of  this  place,  they  retreated  with  great 
precipitation  to  Dauphin^,  and  were  dreadfully  harassed 
by  the  Vaudoss  and  light  troops  in  the  service  of  his  Sar- 
dinian majesty,  who  now  again  saw  himself  in  possession  of 
Piedmont.  The  French  troops  were  quartered  in  Dauphin^, 
bpt  Don  Philip  still  maintained  his  footing  in  Savoy,  the 
inhabitants  of  which  he  fleeced  without  mercy. 

$  XVII.  After  the  action  at  Toulon,  nothing  of  con« 
aetfuence  was  achieved  by  the  British  Squadron  in  the 
Mediterranean ;  and  indeed  the  naval  power  of  Great 
Britain  was,  during  the  summer,  quite  inactive.  In  die 
mondi  of  June,  commodore  Anson  returned  from  ^his 
voyage  of  three  years  and  nine  months,  in  which  he  had- 
surrounded  the  terraqueous  globe.  We  have  formeiiy 
observed,  that  he  sailed  with  a  small  squadron  to  the 
Sooth  Sea,  in  order  to  annoy  the  Spanish  settlements  of 
Chili  and  Peru.  Two  of  his  large  ships  having  been 
separated  from  him  in  a  storm  before  he  weathered  Cape 
Horn,  had  put  in  at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  on  die  coast  of  Brasil^ 
from  whence  they  returned  to  Europe.  A  frigate  com- 
manded by  captain  Cheap,  was  shipwrecked  on  a  desolate 
iifauid  'm  the  South  Sea.     Mr.  Anson  havbg  undergone 
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a  dreadful  tempest,  which  dispersed  his  fleet,  arrived  at 
the  iftland  of  Juaa  Fernandez,  where  he  was  joined  by  the 
Gloucester,  a  ship  of  the  line,  a  sloop,  and  a  pink  loaded 
with  provisions.  These  were  th?  remains  of  his  squadron* 
He  made  prize  of  several  vesseh ;  took  and  burned  the 
little  town  of  Payta ;  set  sail .  from  the  coast  of  Me:<ic«, 
for  the  Philippine  Isles :  and  in  this  passage  the  Glou- 
cester was  abandoned  and  sunk :  the  other  vessels  had  been 
destroyed  for  want  of  men  to  navigate  them,  so  that  noth- 
ing now  remained  but  the  commodore's  own  ^hip,  the 
Centurion,  and  that' but  very  indifferently  mt.nned ;  for  the 
crews  had  been  horribly  thinned  by  sickness.  Incredible 
were  the  hardships  and  misery  they  sustained  from  the 
shattered  condition  of  the  ships  and  the  soorbudc  disorder, 
when  they' reached  the  plentiful  island  of  Tinian,  where 
they  were  supplied  with  th*'  necessar}-  refreshments.  Thence 
they  pj-osecuted  their  voyage  to  the  river  of  Canton  in  China, 
where  the  commodore  ordered  the  ship  to  be  sheathfsd,  and 
found  means  to  procure  a  reinforcement  of  sailors*  The 
chief  object  of  his  attention  was  the  rich  annual  ship  that 
sails  between  Acapulco  in  Mexico,  and  Manilla,  one  of  the 
Philippine  islands.  In  hopes  of  intercepting  her,  he  set 
sail  from  Canton,  and  steered  his  course  back  to  the  straits 
pf  Manilla,  where  she  actually  fell  into  his  hands,  after  a 
short  but  vigorous  engagement.  The  prize  was  called 
Ncustra  Signora  de  Cabodonga,  mounted  with  forty  guns, 
manned  with  six  hundred  sailors,  and  loaded  with  treasure 
and  effects  to  the  value  of  three  hundred  and  thirteen  thou« 
sand  pounds  sterling:  with  this  windfall,  he  returned  to 
Canton,  from  whence  he  proceeded  to  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  and  prosecuted  his  voyage  to  England,  where  he 
arrived  in  safety.  Though  this  fortunate  commander 
enriched  himself  by  an  occurrence  that  may  be  termed 
almost  accidental,  the  British  nation  was  not  indemnified 
for' the  expense  of  the  expedition;  and  the  original  design 
was  entirely  defeated.  Had  the  Manilla  ship  escaped  ^e 
vigilance  of  the  English  commodore,  he  might  ^ave  been, 
at  his  return  to  England,  laid  aside  as  a  superannuated 
captain,  and  di/id  in  obscurity :  but  his  great  wealth  invest* 
ed  him  with  considt  rnble  influence,  and  added  lustre  to 
his  talenu.     He  soon  became  the  oracle  which  was  con- 
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suited  in  all  naval,  ddiberations ;  and  the  king  raised  him 
to  the  dignity  of  a  peerage.  In  July,  sir  John  Balchen, 
an  admiral  of  approved  valour  and  great  experience,  sailed 
from  Spithead  with  a  strong  squadron,  in  quest  of  ai^ 
opportunity  to  attack  the.  French  fleet  at  Brest,  under  the 
command  of  M*  de  Rochambault.  In  the  bay  of  Biscay 
he  was  overtaken  by  a  violent  storm,  that-  dispersed  .the 
ships,  and  drove  them  up  die  English  channeL  Admiral 
Stewart,  with  the  greater  part  of  them,  arrived  at  Plymouth ; 
but  sir  John  Balchen's  own  ship,  the  Victory,  which  was 
counted  the  mdst  beautiful  first  rate  in.  the  world,  foundered 
at  sea;  and  this  brave  commander  perished,  with  all  his 
of&cers,  volunteers,  and  crew,  amounting  to  .eleven  hundred 
choice  seamen.  On  the  fourth  day  of  October,  after  the 
siege  of  Fribourg,  the  marshal  duke  de  Belleisle,  and  his 
brother,  happened,  in  their  way  to  Berlin,  to  halt  at  a  vil* 
lage  in  the  forest  of  Hartz,  dependent  on  the  electorate  of 
Hanover.  There  they  were  apprehended  by  the  bailiff  of 
the  place,  and  conducted  as  prisoners  to  Osterode;  from 
whence  they  were  removed  to  Stade  on  the  Elbe,  where 
they  embarked  for  England.  They  resided  at  Windsor 
till  the  following  year,  when  they  were  allowed  the  benefit 
of  the  cartel  which  had  been  established  between  Great 
Britain  and  France  at  Franckfort,  and  released  accord- 
ingly, after  they  had  been  treated  by  the  British  nobility 
with  that  respect  and  hospitality  which  was  due  to  their 
rank  and  merit.'  , 

$  XVIII.  The  dissensions  in  the  British  cabinet  were 
now  ripened  into  another  revolution  in  the  ministry.  Lord 
Carteret  who  was  by  this  time  earl  Granville  in  consequence 
of  his  mother's  death,  had  engrossed  the  royal  favour  so 

much  that  the  duke  of  N and  his  brother  are  said  to 

have  taken  umbrage  at  his  influence  and  greatness.  He 
had  incurred  the  resentment  of  those  who  were  distinguish- 
od  by  the  appellation  of  patriots,  and  entirely  forfeited  his 
popularity.  The  two  brothers  were  very  powerful  by  their 
parliamentary  interest :  they  knew  their  own  strength,  and 
engaged  in  a  political  alliance  with  the  leading  men  in  the 

i  Mr.  Pope,  the  celebrated  poet,  dieil  in  the  month  of  June,  fn  October,  the 
old  4MU>heii  of  M«ri borough  re^ed  her  breath,  in  the  eighty-fifth  ^ear  of  her 
age ;  imiD«nieIy  rich»  atwl  very  little  regretted,  either  by  her  own  family^  or  the 
worid<'ia  general. 
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oppotitioDy  against  the  prime  minister  and  his  measures. 
This  coalition  was  digoified^viih  the  epithet  of  ^^  The  Broad 
^'  Bottom,''  as  if  it  had  been  established  on  a  true  consti- 
tutional  foundation,  comjprehending  individuals  of  ever; 
class,  withput  distinction  of  party.  The  appellation,  how- 
ever, which  they  assumed  was  afterwards  converted  into 
a  term  of  derision*  The  earl  of  Granville  perceiving 
the  gathering  storm,  and.  forseeing  the  impossibility  of 
withstanding  such  an  opposition  in  parliament,  wisely 
avoided  the  impending  danger  and  disgrace,  by  a  voluntary 
resignation  of  his  employments*  The  earl  of  Harrington 
succeeded  him  as  secretary  of  state.  The  duke  of  Bedford 
was  appointed  first  lord  of  the  admiralty,  and  the  earl  of 
Chesterfield  declared  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland.  The  lords 
Gower  and  Cobham  were  reestablished  in  the  offices  they 
had  resigned :  Mr.  Lytdeton  was  admitted  as  a  commis- 
sioner of  the  treasury ;  even  sir  John  Hynde  Cotton  accepted 
of  a  place  at  court ;  and  sir  John  Phillips  sat  at  tKe  board 
of  trade  and  plantations,  though  he  soon  renounced  this 
employment.  This  was  rather  a  change  of  men  than  of 
measures,  and  turned  out  to  the  ease  and  advantage  of  the 
sovereign ;  for  his  views  were  no  longer  thwarted  by  an 
obstinate  opposition  in  parliament.  The  session  was  open- 
ed on  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  November,  in  the  usual 
manner.  The  commons  unanimously  granted  about  six 
millions  and  an  half  for  the  service  of  the  ensuing  year,  to 
be  raised  by  the  land,  the  malt,  and  the  salt  taxes,  the  sink- 
ing fund,  and  an  additional  duty  on  wines.  In  January, 
the  earl  of  Chesterfield  set  out  for  the  Hague,  with  the 
character  of  ambassador  extraordinary,  to  persuade,  if  pos- 
sible, the  states  general  to  engage  heartily  in  the  war. 
About  the  same  time,  a  treaty  of  quadruple  alliance  was 
signed  at  Warsaw,  by  the  queen  of  Hungary,  the  king  of 
Poland,  and  the  maritime  powers.  This  was  a  mutual 
gtiarantee  of  the  dominions  belonging  to  the  contracting 
parties :  but  bis  Polish  majesty  was  paid  for  his  concurrem;^, 
with  an  annual  subsidy  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thoQsand 
pounds,  two-thirds  of  which  were  defrayed  by  Englfmd,  and 
the  remainder  was  disbursed  by  the  United  Provinces*''^ 

k  R«)b«rt  earl  of  Orfbrd,  lirffe  prime  minister,  died  In  Mtrch,  Alter  ki^inf 
Tor  a  very  ihort  time  enjoyed  a  pension  of  f»ur  thoasand  pound*  s^^nned  by 
the  croirn^  in  eoonidcration  of  his  past  services.     l*hoogfa  he  luttf  Air  sticb  a 


if4Si  GEORGE  H.  t^f 

.  $  XIX.  The  business  of  the  British  parliament  being 
discussed,  the  session  was  closed  in  the  beginning  of  May  ;* 
and,  immediately  after  the  prorogation,  the  king  set  out  for 
Hanover.  The  death  of  the  emperor  Charles  VII.  which  faap* 
pened  in  the  month  of  January,  had  entirely  changed  the  face 
of  affairs  in  the  empire,  and  all  the  princes  of  Germany  we» 
in  commotion.  The  grand  duke  of  Tuscany,  consort  to  her 
Hungarian  majesty,  was  immediately  declared  a  candidate 
for  the  Imperial  crown ;  while  his  pretensions  were  warmly  ' 
^posed  by  the  French  king  and  his  allies.  The  court  of 
Vienna,  taking  advantage  of  the  late  emperor's  death,  sent 
an  army  to  invade  Bavaria  in  the  month  of  March,  under 
Ae  conduct  of  general  Batbiaiti,  who  routed  the  French 
and  palatine  troops  at  Psiifenhoven ;  took  possession  of 
Rain ;  surrounded  and  disarmed  six  thousand  Hessians  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Ingolstadt ;  and  drove  the  Ba^riaa 
forces  out  of  the  electorate.  The  young  elector  was  obliged 
to  abandon  his  capital,  and  retire  to  Augsburgh,  where  he 
found  himself  in  danger  of  losing  all  his  dominions.  In  this 
emergency,  he  yielded  to  the  earnest  solicitations  of  thl^ 
empress  his  mother,  enforced  by  the  advice  of  his  uncle, 
the  elector  of  Cologn,  and  of  his  general,  count  SeckendoHT, 
who  exhorted  him  to  be  reconciled  to  the  court  of  Vienna* 
A  negotiation  was  immediately  begun  at  Fuessen,  where, 
in  April,  the  treaty  was  concluded.  The  queen  C(»isented 
to  recognise  the  Imperial  dignity,  as  having  been  vested  in 
the  person  of  his  father ;  to  acknowledge  his  mother  as 
empress  dowager ;  to  restore  his  dominions,  with  all  the 
fortresses,  artillery,  slores,  and  ammunition  which  she  had 
taken  :  on  the  other  hand,  he  denounced  all  claim  to  the 
succession  of  her  father,  and  became  guarantee  of  the  prag^ 
matic  sanction  s'*  he  acknowledged  the  validity  of  the  elec* 
toral  vote  of  Bohemia  in  the  person  of  the  queen ;  and 
engaged  to  give  his  voice  for  the  grand  duke,  at  the  ensuiilg 

election  of  a  king  of  the  Romans.  Until  that  should  be 
determined,  both  parties  agreed  that  Ingolstadt  should  be 
garrisoned  by  neutral  troops ;  and  that  Braunau  and  Schar- 

length  of  time  directed  the  smiieation  of  the  public  treMore»  hn  cifcanuttnee* 
VFCte  not  aAlueiU :  he  w  hueral  in  his  disiioaition,  and  had  such  a  number 
4>f  rafiaciottS  de|ieDdeDtf  to  gi*atiry,  that  httle  was  let\  for  hit  own  prirMe 
4i6casioui.  *  Au.  1745. 
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dingcD,  with  aU  the  countiy  lybg  between  tlie  Imi  and  the 
Saltza,  should  remain  in  the  queen's  possession,  tbou|^ 
without  prejudice  to  the  civil  government,  or  the  elector's 
revenue.  In  the  m^an  time  he  dismissed  the  auxiliaries 
that  were  in  his  pay,  and  they  were  permitted  to  retire 
without  molestation. 

§  XX.  The  court  of  Vienna  had  now  secured  the  votes 
of  s^  the  electors,  except  those  of  Brandenburgh  and  the 
Palatinate.'  Nevertheless,  France  assembled  a  powerful  army 
m  the  neighbourhood  of  Franckfort,  in  order  to  .influence 
the  election.  But  &e  Austrian  army,  commanded  by  the 
«grand  duke  in  person,  marched  thither  from  the  Danube; 
.and  the  prince  of  Conti  was  obliged  to  repass  the  Rhine  at 
Nordlingen.  Then  the  great  duke  repaired  to  Fnmckfbrt, 
where  on  the  second  day  of  September,  he  was  by  a  ms^ority 
of  voices  declared  king  of  the  Romans,  and  emperor  of 
Germany.  Meanwhile  the  king  of  Prussia  had  made  great 
progress  in  the  conquest  of  Silesia.  The  campaign  began 
in  January^,  when  the  Hungarian  insurgents  were  obliged 
10  retire  into  Mbravia.  In  the  following  month  the  Prus* 
^ian  general  Lehwald  defeated  a  body  of  twelve  thousand 
Austrians,  commanded  -  by  general  Heisrich ;.  the  town  of 
Ratibor  was  taken  by  assauk ;  and  the  king  entered  Silesia, 
In  tlayv  at  the  head  of  seventy  thousand  men.  Prince 
Charles,  of  Lorraine,  being  joined  by  the  duke  of  Saxe-Wes* 
senfela  and  twenty  thousand  Saxons,  penetrated  into  Sileaiai 
by  the  defiles  of  Landshut ;  and  were  attacked  by  his  Pros* 
'sian  majesty  in  the  plains  of  Striegan,  near  Friedberg.  The 
battle  was  maintained  from  morning  till  noon,  when  the 
Saxons  giving  way,  prince  Charles  was  obliged  to  retire  with 
.the  loss  of  twelve  thousand  ,men,  and  a  great  number  of 
colours,  standards,  and  artillery.  This  victory,  obtained 
on  the  fourth  day  of  JuiM^  complete  as  it  was,  did  not 
prove  decisive ;  for,  though  the  victor  transferred  the  seat 
of  the  war  into  Bohemia,  and  maintained  his  army  by  rais* 
'ing  contributions  in  that  country,  the  Austrians  resolved  to 
.hij^ard  another  engagement.  Their  aim  was  to  surprise 
him  in  his  camp  at  Sohr,  which  they  attacked  on  the  thir- 
tieth of  September,  at  daybreak^  but  they  met  with  such 
a  warm  reception,  that  notwithstanding  their  repeated  efforts 
during  the  space  of  four  hours,  they  were  repulsed  with 


eonsideraUe  darntge^  and  retreated  to  Jaromirt,  leaving  five 
dioiisaiid  killed  upon  the  spot,  besides  twothoasand  that  were 
taken,  witli  many  standards^  and  twenty  pieces  of  cannom 
The  loss  of  this  battle  was  in  a  great  measure  owing  to  the- 
avarice  ^  the  itreguhra,  who  Jhavtng  penetrated  into  the 
Prussian  camp,  began  to  pillage  with  gveif  eagerness,  giir-^ 
mg  the  king  an  opportunity  to  rally  lti9  disordered  troops 
and  restore  the  battle  :  nevertheless,  they  retired  with  the 
plunder  of  his  baggage,  including  his  military  chest,  the 
«fic6rs  of  his  efaancety,  his  own  secretary,  and  all  thf 
papers  of  his  cabinet. 

$  XXI.  After  tfais^  action,  his  Prussian  majesty  returned 
to  Berlin,  and  breathed  noting  but  peace  and  moderation. 
In  August  he  had  f  igned  a  convemton  widi  the  king  oC* 
Great  Britain,  who  became  guarantee  of  bis  posiessions  'm 
Silesia,  as  yielded  by  the  treaty  of  Breslau  i  and  he  promised 
to  vote  for  the  grand'dnke  of  Tuscany  at  the  election  of  an 
emperor«  This  was  intended,  as  die  basis  of  a  more  general 
accommodation.  But  he.  now  pretended  to  have  received 
undoubted  iaceUigence,  diat  the  king  of  FoAaqd  and  the 
queen  of  Hungary  had  agreed  to  invade  Brandenbiirgh  whh 
three  di&rent  armies ;  and  diat,  for  this  purpose,  his  Polish 
majesty  had.  demanded  of  the  czarina  the  succours  stipuUb' 
ted  by  trea^  between  the  the  two  cfowns«  Alarmed,  or 
seemingly  alarmed,  at  tlm  information,  he  solicited  the 
Viaritime  powers  to  folfil  their  engagements,  and  interpose 
their  good  offices  with  the  court  of  Petersbuigh.  Yet,  for 
from  waiting  for  the  resok  of  these  remonstrancest  he  made 
a  sudden  irruption  into  Lusatxa,  took  possession  of  Goriitz, 
and  obliged  priaoe  Charks  of  Lorraine  to  retire  before  hhn 
into  Bohemia.  Then  he  entered  Leipsick,  and  laid  Saxony 
under  contribution.  The  king  of  Poland,  unaUe  to  resist 
the  torrent,  quitted  his  capital,  and  took  refuge  in  Pragtie.  * 
His  troops,  reinforced  by  a  body  of  Ausirians,  were  defeated 
at  Pima  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  December;  and  his  Prus- 
•iaa  majesty  became  master  of  Dresden  without  furdier 
opposition.  The  king  of  Poland,  thus  deprived  ctf  hie 
hereditary  dominions,  was  foin  to  acquiesce  in  such  terma ' 
as  the  conqueror  thought  prd[ier  to  impose ;  and  the  treaty 
of  Dresden  was  concluded  under  the  mediaUon  of  his*  Bri- 
tannic majesty.     By  this  cctaven^n  the  king  of  Prussia 
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retained  all  the  contributions  he  had  levied  in  Saxony ;  and 
yfhts  entitled  to  a  million  of  German  crowasy  to  be  paid  bjr 
bis  Polish  majesty  at  the  next  fair  of  lieipskk.  He  and  the 
dettor  palatine  consented  to  acknowledge  the  grand  duke  aa 
emperor  of  Germany ;  and  this  last  confirmed  to  his  Prus« 
sian  majesty  certain  privileges  de  non  evocanAy  which  had 
been  granted  by  the  late  emperor,  with  regard  to  some  ter- 
ritories possessed  by  the  king  of  Prussia,  though  notbelong* 
mg  to  the  electorate  of  Brandenburgh*  Immediately  after 
the  radfication  of  this  treaty,  the  Prussian  troops  evacuated 
Saxony ;  and  the  peace  of  Germany  was  restored. 

§  XX I L  Though  the  French  king  could  not  prevent 
the  elevation  of  the  grand  duke  to  the  Imperial  thmne,  he 
resolved  to  humble  the  house  of  Austria,  by  making  a  con* 
quest  of  the  Netheriatids.  A  prodigious  army  was  there 
assembled  under  the  auspices  of  mareschal  count  de  Saxe  | 
and  his  most  christian  majesty,  with  the  Dauphin^  arriving 
in  the  camp,  they  invested  the  strong  town  of  Toumay  on 
the  diirtietfa  day  of  April.  The  Dutch  garrison  consisted 
of  eight  thousand  men,  commanded  by  the  old  baron  Dorth, 
whormade  a  vigorous  defence.  The  duke  of  Cumberiaiid 
assumed  the  chief  command  of  the  allied  army  assembled 
at  Soignies  :  he  was  assisted  with  the  advice  of  the  count 
Konrgseg,  an  Austrianr  general,  and  the  prince  of  Waldeck, 
commander  of  the  Dutch  forces.  Their  arm]^  was  greatly 
inferior  intramber  to  that  of  the  enemy  ;  nevertheless,  they 
resolved  to  march  to  the  relief  of  Toumay.  They  accord* 
ittgty  advanced  to  Leuse  j  aud  on  the  twenty-eighth  day  of 
April  took  post  at  Maulbre,  in  sight  of  the  Frenoh  army, 
which  was  encamped*  on  an  eminence,  from  the  village  of 
Antome  t».a  iarge  wood  beyond  Vezon,  having  Footenoy 
hi  their  front*  Next  day  was  employed  by  the  allies  in 
driving  the  enemy  from  some  outposts,  and  clearing  the 
defiles  through  which  they  were  obliged  to  advance  to  the 
attack;  whUe  the  French  completed  their  batteries,  and 
made  the  most  formidable  preparations  for  their  reception^ 
On  the  thirtiedi  day  of  April,  the  duke  of  Cumberland, 
luEving  made  the  proper  dispositions,  began  his  march  u% 
*die  enemy  at  two  o'clock  in  the  morning :  a  brisk  can* 
nonade  easded  :  sand  about  nine  both  armii^s  were  ett^ 
gaged.    .The  firitish^infiuitry  drove  the  French  beyond 
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their  littei;  Imi  th^  left  wing  MUiig  it  ^e  MAtk  on-  the. 
vWiige  of  Foattiioy,^aiid  the  carahy  forbearing  to  advance 
on  the  flaiiks,  diey  measured  hock  their  grouod  with  aotoe 
disorder,  from  ^e  prodtgioos  fire  of  the  French  batteries. 
They  vaUied,  howeyer,  and  returning  to  the  chargis  with 
redoubled  ardour,  repidsed  the  enemy,  to  their  camp  with 
great  dan^ter;  but,  being  wholly  unsupported  by  tho 
other  wing,  a^d  exposed  both  in  front  and  Sank  to  a  dreadt 
lul  fire,  which  did  great  exscuitioiii  the  duke  was  ofaiii^d  to 
make  the  necessary  dispositions  for  a  retreat  about  three 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon  ;  and  this  was  effected  in  tolerable 
ovder.  Tlie  battle  was  fought  with  gneat  obstinacy,  and 
the*  carnage  on  bath  sides  was  very  eonsidefable.  The 
allies  lost  about  tweltre  thousand  men,  including  a  good 
nnmberof  oficers;  among  these  were  lieusemmt  gf  lieral 
Ciwipbeli,  and  major  general  Ponsonby.  The  victory  cosjt 
die  French  almost  an  equal  number  of  lives;  and  no 
honomr  was  lost  by  the  vSEnquisbed*  Had  the  allies  given 
batde  on  the  preceding  day,  before  the  enemy  had  taken 
their  measures,  and  ree^ved  all  their  reinforcements,  they 
might  have  succeeded^ in  their  endeavours  to  relieve  Tour* 
nay.  Although  the  atmck  was  {generally  •adjudged  rash 
amd  precifHiate,  the  British  and  Hanoverian  troops  fought 
with  such  intrepidity  and  perseverance,  that  if  they  had 
been  properly  sustained  by  the  Dutch  forces,  and  their 
flanks  covered  by  the  cavahy,  the  French,,  in  ail  likeli- 
hood, would  have  been  obKged  to  abandon  their  enterprise^ 
l^he  duke  of  Cumberland  left  his  sick  and  wounded  to  the 
humanity  of  the  victors ;  and  retiring  to  Aeth,  encamped  in 
an  advantageous  situation  at  Lessines.  The  garrison  of 
Touniay,  though  now  deprived  of  all  hope  of  succour^ 
maintained  the  place  to  the  twenty '^first  day  of  June,  .when 
the  governor  obtained  an  honourable  capitulation*  After 
the  conquest  of  this  frontier,  which  was  dismantled,  the 
duke  of  Cumbeiiand,  apprehending  the  enemy  had  a  de^* 
sign  upon  Ghent,  sent  a  detachment  of  four  thousand  men 
to  reinforce  the  garrison  of  that  city  :  but  they  fell  into  an 
ambuscade  at  Pas-du-mele ;  and  wiere  killed  or  takeni 
except  a  few  dragoons  that  escaped  to  Ostend :  on  thai 
very  night,  which  was  the  twelfth  of  June,  Ghent  was  sur* 
prised  by  a  detachment  .of  the  French  army.     Then  their' 
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invested  O^tend,  idiich,  though  defended  bf  an  Englbh 
garrison^  and  open  to  die  sea,  was*  after  a  sbrort  setge,  sar- 
rendetf^  by  'capitttlation  on  the  fo^teeoA  day  of  August* 
Dendsrmoude,  Oudenarde,  Newport,  and  Aedi,  imderwent 
the  same  fate ;  while  the  aUied  army  lay  imreocked  be* 
yood  the  canal  of  Antwerp.  The  Frendi  king  having  sub- 
dued the  greatest  part  of  the  Austrian  Netherbads,  returned 
to  Paris,  which  he  entered  in  triuni\ih« 

$  ]iXIIL  The  campaign  in  Italy  was  napropitious  to 
^  queen  of  Hungary  and  the  king  of  Sardinia*  Count 
Crftges  passed  the  Apennines,  and  entered  the. state  of 
Lucca;  from  tbence  be  proceeded  by  the  eastern  coast  of 
Genoa  to  Lestride-Levante.  The  junction  of  the  two 
armies  was  thus  accomplished,  and  reinforced  with  ten 
thousand  Genoese  :  meanwhile  piince  Lobkowitz  decamp* 
ed  from  Modena  and  took  post  at  Parma ;  but  he  was 
soon  succeeded  by  count  Schuylemberg,  and  sent  to  corn- 
mand  the  Austriaos  in  fiobemia.  The  Spaniards  entered 
the  Milanese  without  funher  opposition*  Count  Gages, 
with  thirty  thousand  men,  took  possession  of  SerravaUe ; 
and  advancing  towards  Placentia,  obliged  the  Austrians  to 
retire  under  the  cannon  of  Tortona:  but  when  Don  Philip, 
at  the  head  of  forty  thousand  troops,  made. himself  master 
of  Acqui,  the  king  of  Sardinia  and  the  Austrian  general, 
unable  to  stem  the  torrent,  retreated  behind  the  TanarOi 
The  strong  citadel  of  Tortona  was  taken  by  the  Sponiards,- 
who  likewise  reduced  Parma  and  Placentia ;  and  forcing 
the  passage  of  the  Tanaro,  compelled  his  Sardinian  majesty 
to  take  shelter  on  the  other  side  of  the  Po.  Then  Payia 
tiras  won  by  scalade;  and  the  city  of  Milan  subxnitted  to 
the  infant,  though  the  Austrian  garrison  stilLmaintained 
the  citadel;  all  Piedmont,  on  both  sides  of  the  Po,  as  fmx 
as  Turin,  was  reduced,  and  even  that  capital  threatened 
with  a  siege ;  so  that  by  the  month  of  October  the  Serrt- 
tories  belonging  to  the  house  of  Austria,  in  Italy,  wera 
wholly  subdued ;  and  the  king  of  Saixlinia  stripped  of  all 
his  dominions :  yet  he  continued  firm  and  true  to  bis 
engagements,  and  deaf  to  all  proposab  of  a  scparam 
accomodation* 

^  XXIV.  The  naval  transactions  of  Great  Britain 
were  in  the  course  of  this  year  remarkably  spirited,     in 
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the  Medlterraaeftn,  admiral  Rowley  had  succeeded  Mat<^ 
thews  m  the  comniaiid  ;  Savona,  Genoa,  Final,  St.  Remo^ 
with   Bos^   the  capital  of    Coraica,   were  bombarded  s 
aereral  Spanish  ships  were  taken  :  but  he  eoutd  not  prevent 
the  safe  arriyal  of  their,  rich  Havannah  squadron  at  Co^ 
rmma*     Commodore   Bamet,  in  the   East  Indies,  made 
prize  of  several  French  ships,  richly  laden ;  and  commp-* 
dore  Townshend,  in  the  latitude  of  Martinico,  took  about 
thirty  merchant  ships  belonj^ng  to  the  enemy,  under  cfon* 
voy  of  four  ships  of  war,  two  of  which  were  destroyed. 
The  English  privateers  likewise  met  with  uncomihon  suc- 
cess.    But  the  most  important  achievement  was  the  con^- 
qiiest  ^f  Louisbourg  on  the  isle  of  Cape  Breton,  in  North 
America :  a  place  of  great  consequence,  which  the  French 
had  fo9ti&ed  at  a  prodigious  expense.     The  scheme  of  re« 
ducing  this  fortress  was  planned  in  Boston,  recommended 
by  dieir  general  assembly,  and  approved  by  his   majesty, 
who  sent  instructions  to  commodore  Warren,  stationed  oiF 
the  Leeward  Islands,  to  sail  for  the  northern  parts  of  Ame- 
rica, and  cooperate  with  the  forces  of  New  England  ta 
siiis  expedition.     A  body  of  six  thousand  men  was  formed 
under  the   conduct  of  Mr.  Pepperel,  a  trader  of  Fiscata^ 
quaV)   whose   iniuence   was    extensive   in  that  country; 
though  he  was  a  man  of  little  or  no  education,  and  utterly 
unacquainted  with  military  operations.       In   April    Mr. 
Warren  arrived  at  Canso  vrith  ten  ships  of  war ;  and  the 
troops   of  New   England  being  embarked  in  transports, 
sailed  immediately  for  the  isle  of  Cape  Breton,  where  they 
landed  without  opposition.     The  enemy  abandoned  their 
grand  battery,  which  was  detached  from  the  town  :  and  the 
immediate  seizure  of  it  contributed  in  a  good  measure  to* 
the  success  of  the  enterprise.     While  the  American  troops 
reinforced  by  ei^t  hundred  marines,  carried  on  their  ap« 
proaehes  by  land,  the  squadron  blocked  up  the  place  by 
sea  in  such  a  manner,  that  no  succtours  could  be  introduced. 
A    French  ship  of  the  line,   with   some   smaller  vessels 
destined   for  the  relief  bf  the  garrison,  were  intercepted 
and  taken  by  the  British  cruisers  ;  and,  indeed,  the  reduc- 
tion of  Louisbourg  was  chiefly  owing  to  the  vigilance  and 
activity  of  Mr.  Warren,  one  of  the  bravest  and  best  officers 
in  the  service  of  England  •     The  operations  of  the  siege 
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were  wholly  conducted  by  the  engineers  and'oScers  who 
commanded  the  British  marines  ;  and  the  Americans  beiri^ 
ignorant  of  war,  ^were  contented  to  act  under  iheir  direc* 
tions.  Ilie  town  being  considerably  damaged  by  the 
bombs  and  bullets  of  the  besiegers,  and  the  garrison' 
despairing  of  relief,  the  govempr  capitulated  on  the  seven* 
teenth  day  of  June,  when  the  city  of  Louisbourg,  and  die 
isle  of  Cape  Breton,  were  surrendered  to  his  Britannic 
majesty.  The  garrison  and  inhabitants  engaged  that  they 
would  not  bear  arms  for  twelve  months  against  Great  Bri- 
tain or  her  allies ;  and  being  embarked  in  fourteen  cartel 
ships,  were  transported  to  Rochefort.  Inr  a  few  days  after 
the  surrender  of  Louisbourg,  two  French  East  India  ships, 
and  another  from  Peru,  laden  with  treasure,  sailed  into  die 
harbour,  on  the  supposition  that  it  still  belonged  to  France^ 
and  were  taken  by  the  English  squadron. 

$  XXV.  The  news  of  this  conquest  being  transmitted 
to  England,  Mr.  Pepperel  was  preferred  to  the  dignity  of 
a  baronet  of  Great  Britain,  and  congratulatory  addresses 
were  presented  to  the  king  on  the  success  of  his  majesty's 
arms.  The  possession  of  Cape  Breton  was,  doubtless,  a 
valuable  acquisition  to  Great  Britain.  It  not  only  distress- 
ed the  French  in  their  fishery  and  navigation,  but  removed 
all  fears  of  encroachment  and  rivalship  from  the  English - 
fishers  on  the  banks  of  Newfoundlnnd.  It  freed  New  Eng- 
land from  the  terrors  of  a  dangerous  neighbour;  overawed 
the  Indians  of  that  country  ;  and  secured  the  possession  of 
Acadia  to  the  crowti  of  Great  Britain.  '  The  plan  of  this 
conquest  was  originally  laid  by  Mr.  Auchmuty,  judge* 
advocate  of  the  court  of  admiralty  in  New  England.  He 
jdemonstratcfd,  that  the  reduction  of  Cape  Breton  would  put 
the  English  in  sole  possession  of  the  fishery  of  North  Ame- 
rica, which  would  annually  return  to  Great  Britain  two 
millions  sterling  for  the  manufactures  yearly  shipped  to  th^ 
plantations  ;  employ  many  thousand  families  that  Were 
otherwise  unserviceable  to  the  public;  increase  the  ship- 
ping and  mariners ;  extend  navigation  ;  cut  off  all  commu- 
nication between  France  and  Canada  by  the  river  St  Law- 
rence ;  so  that  Quebeck  would  fall  of  course  into  the  hands 
of  the  English,  who  might  expel  the  French  entirely  from 
America^  open  a  correspondence  with  die  remote  Indiums, 
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wA  render  themselves  masters  of  the  pxofilftble  fur  trade^ 
which  was  now  engrossed  by  the  enemy.  The  natives  of 
New  England  acquired  great. glory  from  the  success  of  this 
enterprize*  Britain,  which  had  in  some  instances  behaved 
like  a  stepmother  to  her  own  .colonies,  Was  now  convinced 
of  their  importance ;  and  treated  those  as  brethren  whom 
she  had  too  long  considered  as  aliens  and  rivals.  Circum^ 
stanced  as  the  nation  is,  the  legislature  cannot  too  tenderly 
cherish  the  interests  of  the  British  plantations  in  America. 
They  are  inhabited  by  a  brave,  hardy,  industrious  people, 
animated  with  an  active  spirit  of  commerce ;  inspired  with 
a  noble  zeal  for  liberty  and  independence*  The  trade  of 
Great  Briuin,  clogged  with  heavy  taxes  and  impositions, 
has  for  some  time  languished  in  many  valuable  branches* 
The  French  have  undersold  our  clothes,  and  spoiled  our 
markets  in  the  Levant.  Spain  is  no  longer  supplied  as 
usual  with  the  commodities  of  England :  the  exports  to 
Germany  must  be  considerably  diminished  by  the  misun- 
derstanding between  Great  Britain  and  the  house  of  Aus« 
tria ;  consequently,  her  greatest  resource  must  be  in  her 
communication  with  her  own  colonies,  which  consume  her 
manufactures,  and  make  immense  returns  in  sugar,  rum, 
tobacco,  fish,  timber,  naval  stores,  iron^  furs,  drugs,  rice, 
and  indigo.  The  southern  plantations  likewise  produce 
silk;  and  with  due  encouragement  might  furnish  every 
thing  that  could  be  expected  from  the  most  fertile  soil  and 
the  happiest  climate.  The  continent^  of  North  America,  if 
properly  cultivated,  will  prove  an  inexhaustible  fund  of 
wealth  and  strength  to  Great  Britain ;  and  perhaps  it  may 
become  the  last  asylum  of  British  liberty.  When  th^ 
nation  is  enslaved  by  domestic  despotism  or  foreign  domin- 
ion ;  when  her  substance  is  wasted,  her  spirit  broke,  and 
the  laws  and  constitution  of  England  are  no  more ;  then 
those  colonies,  sent  off  by  our  fathers,  may  receive  and 
entertain  their  aons  as  hapless  exiles,  and  ruined  refugees^ 

$  XXVI.  While  the  continent  of  Europe  and  the  isles 
of  America  were  thus  exposed  to  the  ravages  of  war,  and 
subjected  to  such  vicissitudes  of  fortune.  Great  Britain 
under  went,  a  dangerous  convulsion  in  her  own  bowels* 
The  son  of  the  chevalier  de  St.  George,  fired  with  ambition, 
and  animated  with  die  hope  of  ascending  the  throne  of  his 
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smcestors,  resolred  to  make  an  effort  for  that  purpote, 
which,  though  it  might  not  be  crowned  with  success,  should 
at  least  astonish  all  Christendom.  The  Jacobites  in  Eng- 
land and  Scodand  had  promised,  that  if  he  would  land  in 
Britain  at  the  head  of  a  regular  anny,  they  would  supply 
kim  with  provisions,  carriages  and  horses,  and  a  great  num- 
ber of  them  declared  they  would  take  up  arms,  and  join  his 
standard :  but  they  disapproved  of  bis  coming  over  without 
forces,  as  a  dangerous  enterprise,  that  would  in  s^Q  proba- 
bility end  in  the  ruin  of  himself  and  all  his  adherents. 
This  advice,  including  an  exact  deuil  of  his  father's  inter- 
est, with  the  dispositions  of  his  particular  friends  in  every 
town  and  country,  was  transmitted  to  London  in  January, 
in  order  to  be  forwarded  to  prince  Charles :  but  tlie  person 
with  whom  it  was  intrusted  could  find  no  safe  means  of 
conveyance;  so  that  he  sent  it  back  to  Scotland,  from 
whence  it  was  despatched  to  France,  but  before  it  reached 
Paris,  Charles  had  left  that  kingdom.  Had  the  paper 
come  to  his  hands  in  due  time,  perhaps  he  would  not  have 
tmbarlced  in  .the  undertaking,  though  he  was  stimulated  to 
the  attempt  by  many  concurring  motives.  Certain  it  is^ 
he  was  cajc^ed  by  the  sanguine  misrrepresentatioos  of  a  few 
adventurerii,  who  hoped  to  profit  by  the  expedition.  They 
assured  him,  that  the  whole  nation  was  disaffected  to  the 
reigning  family :  that  the  people  could  no  longer  bear  the 
immense  load  of  uxes,  which  was  daily  increasing;  and 
that  the  m'osd  considerable  persons  of  the  kingdom  would 
gladly  seize  the  first  opportunity  of  crowding  to  his  atao- 
dard.  On  the  other  hand,  he  knew  the  British  government 
had  taken  some  efiectual  steps  to  alienate  the  friends  of  hia 
'house  from  the  principles  they  had  hitherto  professed* 
Some  of  them  had  accepted  posts  and  pensions:  others 
were  preferred  in  the  army ;  and  the  parliament  were  so 
attached  to  the  reigning  family,  that  be  had  nothing  to  hope 
from  their  deliberations.  He  expected  no  material  succour 
from  the  court  of  France :  he  foresaw  that  delay  would 
diminish  the  number  of  hia  adherents  in  Great  Britain ;  And« 
therefore,  resolved  to  seize  the  present  occasion,  which  in 
many  respects  was  projMtioua  to  his  designt. .  Without 
doubt,  had  he  been  properly  supported,  he  could  not  have 
found  a  more  favourable  opportunity  of  exciting  an  intes* 


tfne  commotion  in  Great  Britain :  for  Scotland  was*  quite 
unfurnished  with  tibops ;  kingf  George  was  in  Germany ; 
the  duke'  of  Cumberland,  at  the  head  of  the  British  armVf 
was  employed  in  Flanders,  and  great  part  of  the  High* 
landers  were  keen  for  inaurrection.  ^  Their  natural  princi*^ 
pies  were  on  this  occasion  stimulated  by  the  suggestions  of 
revenge.  At  the  beginning  of  the  war  a  regiment  of  those 
people  had  been  formed,  and  transported  with  the  rest  of 
the  British  troops  to  Flanders.  Before  they  were  embari> 
ked,  a  number  of  them  deserted  with  their  arms,  on  pre- 
tence that  they  had  been  decoyed  into  the  service,  by  pro- 
mises and  assurances  that  they  should  never  be  sent  abroad ; 
and  'this  was  really  the  case.  They  were  overtaken  by  a 
body  of  horse,  persuaded  to  submit,  brought  back  to  Lon* 
don  pinioned  like  malefactors,  and  tried  for  desertion. 
Three  were  shot  to  death  tn  terrorem;  and  the  rest  w^re 
sent  in  exile  to  the  plantations.  Those  who  suffered  were 
persons  of  some  consequence  in  their  own  country ;  and 
their  fate  was  deeply  resented  by  the  clans  to 'which  they 
belonged.  It  was  considered  as  a  national  outrage :  and 
the  Highlanders,  who  are  naturally  vindictive,  waited 
impatiently  for  an  opportunity  of  vengeance. 

$  XXVII.  The  young  pretender  being  furnished  with 
a  sum  of  money,  and  a  supply  of  arms,  on  his  private  credit, 
without  the  knowledge  of  the  French  court,  wrote  letters 
to  his  friends  in  Scodand,  explaining  his  design  and  situa- 
tion, intimating  the  place  where  he  intended  to  land,  com* 
municating  a  private  signal,  and  assuring  them  he  should 
be  with  them  by  the  middle  of  June.  These  precautions 
being  taken,  he  embarked  on  board  of  a  small  frigate  at 
Fort  St.  Nazaire,  accompanied  by  the  marquis  of  Tullibar- 
dine,  sir  Thomas  Sheridan,  sir  John  Macdonald,  with  a  few 
other  Irish  knd  Scottish  adventurers ;  and  setting  sail  on 
the  fourteenth  of  July^  was  joined  off  Belleisle  by  the 
Elizabeth,  a  French  ship  of  war,  mounted  with  sixty-six 
guns,  as  his  convoy.'  Their  design  was  to  sail  round  Ire- 
land, and  land  in  die  western  part  of  Scotland ;  but  fiedling 
in  with  the  Lion,  an  English  ship  of  the  line,  a  very  obsti- 

1  TIm  Rttxabetls  a  kinift  dupt'wM  piticiired  m  a  oooTojr,  by  the  intemioC 

Mr.  Wabh,  lui  Irish  merchant  at  Nantes  ;  and  on  hoard  of  her  fifty  Freneh  younf 
jenjlemen  embarited  as  v«l«iiiteen.  * 
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BAte  and  bloody  action  ensued.  The  Elizabeth  was  so 
disabled  that  she  could  not  prosecute  the  voyage,  and  with 
diiSculty  reached  the  harbour  pf  Brest ;  but  the  Lion  was 
shattered  to  such  a  degree,  that  she  floated  like  a  wreck 
upon  the  water.  The  disaster  of  the  Elizabeth  was  a  great 
misfortune  to  the  adventurer,  as  by  her  being  disabled  he 
lost  a  great  quantity  of  arms,  and  about  one  hundred  abla 
officers,  who  were  embarked  on  board  of  her  for  the  benefit 
of  his  expedition.  Had  this  ship  arrived  in  Scotland,  she 
could  easily  have  reduced  Fort  William,  situated  in  the 
midst  of  the  clans  attached  to  the  Stuart  family.  Such  a 
conquest,  by  giving  lustre  to  the  prince's  arms,  would  have 
allured  many  to  his  standard,  who  were  indiiFerent  in  point 
of  principle ;  and  encouraged  a  great  number  of  Highland- 
ers to  join  him,  who  were  restricted  by  the  apprehension, 
that  their  wives  and  families  would  be  subject  to  insults 
from  the  English  garrison  of  this  fortress.  Prince  Charies, 
in  the  frigate,  continued  his  course  to  the  western  nsles  of 
Scotland*  After  a  voyage  of  eighteen  days  he  landed  on 
a  little  island  between  Barra  and  South-Inst,  two  of  the 
Hebrides :  then  he  reem^rked,  and  in  a  few  days  arrived 
at  Borodale  in  Amsacy,  on  the  confines  of  Lochnannach, 
where  he  was  in  a  little  time  joined  by  a  considerable  num< 
ber  of  hardy  mountaineers,  under, their  respective  chiefs  or 
leaders.  On  the  nineteenth  day  of  August)  the  marquis  of 
TuUibardine  erected  the  pretender's  standard  at  Glensinnan. 
Some  of  those,  however,  on  whom  Charles  principally  de- 
pended, now  stood  aloof,  either  fluctuating  in  their  princi- 
ples, astonished  at  the  boldnetfs  of  the  undertaking,  or 
startled  at  the  remonstrances  of  their  friends,  who  did  not 
fail  to  represent,  in  aggravated  colours,  all  the  danger  of 
embarking  in  such  a  desperate  enterprise.  Had  the  govern- 
ment acted  with  proper  vigour  when  they  received  intelli- 
gence of  his  arrival,  the  adventurer  must  have  been  crushed 
in  embrio,  before  any  considerable  number  of  his  adherents 
could  have  been  brought  together  :  but  the  lords  of  the 
regency  seemed  to  slight  the  information,  and  even  to  sus- 
pect the  integrity  of  those  by  whom  it  was  conveyed. 
•  They  were  soon  convinced  of  their  mistake.  Prince  Charles 
having  assembled  about  twelve  hundred  men,  enbamped  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Fort  William;  and  immediately  hos^ 
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tilities  were  commenced.  A  handful  of  Reppoch's  clan, 
commanded  by  major  Donald  'Mac  Donald,  even  before 
they  joined  the  pretender,  attacked  two  companies  of  new 
raised  soldiers,  who,  with  their  officer^  were  disarmed  after 
an  obstinate  dispute :  another  captain  of  the  king^s  forces, 
falling  into  their  hands,  was  courteously  dismissed  with  one 
of  the  pretender^s  manifestos,  and  a  passport  for  his  per- 
sonal safety.  The  administration  was  now  effectually 
alarmed.  The  lords  of  the  regency  issued  a  proclamation,, 
ottering  a  reward  of  thirty  thousand  pounds  to  any  person 
who  should  apprehend  the  prince  adventurer.  The  same 
price  was  set  upon  the  head'of  the  elector  of  Hanover,  in 
a  proclamation  published  by  the  pretender.  A  courier  was 
despatched  to  Holland,  to  hasten  the  return  of  his  majest}% 
who  arrived  in  £ngland  about  the  latter  end  of  August* 
A  requisition  was  made  of  the  six  thousand  Dutch  aozili- 
artes;  and  several  British  regiments  were  recalled  from  the 
Netherlands.  A  loyal  address  was  presented  to  the  king 
by  the  city  of  London ;  and  the  merchants  of  ttiis  metro- 
polis resolved  to  raise  two  regiments  at  their  own  expense. 
Orders  were  issued  to  keep  the  trained  bands  in  readiness ; 
to  array  the  militia  of  Westminster ;  and  iQ3tructions  to 'the 
same  efiect  were  sent  to  all '  the  lords  lieutenants  of  the 
counties  throughout  the  kingdom.  The  principal  noblemen 
of  the  nation  made  a  tender  of  their  services  to  their  sove- 
reign; and  some  of  th'em  received  commissions  to  levy 
regiments  towards  the  suppression  of  the  rebellion.  Bodies 
of  volunteers  were  incorporated  in  London,  and  many  other 
places ;  associations  were  formed,  large  contributions  raised 
in  different  towns,  counties,  9fid  communities ;  and  a  great 
number  of  eminent  merchants  in  London  agreed  to  support 
the  public  credit^  by  receiving,  as  usual,  bank  notes  in  pay- 
ment for  the  purposes  of  traffic.  The  protestant  clergy  of 
all  denominations  exerted  themselves  with  extraordinary 
ardour,  in  preaching  against  the  religion  of  Rome  and  the 
pretender;  and  the  friends  of  the  government  were  encou- 
raged, animated,  and  confirmed  in  their  principles,  by 
several  spiritual  productions  published  for  the  occasion. 

$  XXVIIL  In  a  word,  tlie  bulk  of  the  nation  seemed 
unantmously  bent  upon  opposing  the  enterprise  of  the  pre- 
tender, who  nevertheless,  had  already  made  surprising  pro- 
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gress.     His  arrival  in  Sc6tland  was  no  sooner  coti  firmed, 
than  sir  John  Cope,  who  commanded  the  troops   in   that 
kingdom,  assembled  what  force  he  could  bring  togethi^r, 
and  advanced  against  the  rebels.  Understanding,  however, 
that  they  had  taken  possession  of  a  strong  pass,  he  changed 
lus  route,  and  proceeded  northwards  as  far  as  Inverness, 
leaving  the  capital  and  the  southern  parts  of  North  Britain 
wholly  exposed  to  the  incursions  of  the  enemy.  The  High- 
landers forthwith  marched  to  Perth,  where  the  chevalier  de 
St,  George  was  proclaimed  king  of  Great  Britain,  and  the 
public  money  seized  for  his  use  :  the  same  steps  were,  taken 
at  Dundee  and  other  places.  *  Prince  Charles  was  joined  by 
the  nobleman  who  assumed  the  title  of  duke  of  Perth,  the 
discount  Strathallan,  lord  Nairn,  lord  George  Murray,  and 
many  persons  of  distinction,  with  their  fidllowers.     The 
marquis  of  Tullibardine,  who  had  accompanied  him   from 
France,  took  possession  of  Athol,  as  heir  of  blood    to  the 
titles  and  estates  which    his   younger  brother  enjoyed   in 
consequence  of  his  attainder;  and  met  with  some  success 
in  arming  the  tenants   for  the  support  of  that  cause  which 
he  avowed.  The  rebel  army  being  considerably  augmented, 
though  very  ill  provided  with  arms,  Crossed   the   Forth  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Stiriing,  and  advanced  towards  Edin- 
burgh, where  they  were  joined  by  lord  Elchp,  son  of  the 
earl  of  Wemys,  and  other  persons  of  some  distinction.  On 
the   sixteenth   day  of  September   Charles   summoned  the 
town  to  surrender,     Tht*  inhabitants  were  divided  by  fac- 
tion, and  distracted  by  fear ;  the  place  was  not  in  a  posture 
of  defence,  and  the  magistrates  would  not  expose  the  people 
to  the  uncertain  issue  of  an  assault.     Several  deputations 
were  sent  from  the  town  to  the  pretender,  in  order  to  nego- 
tiate terms  of  capitulation.     In  the  mean  time,  one  of  the 
gates  being  opened  for  the  admission  of  a  coach,  Cameron 
of  LocUiel,   one  of  the   nriost   powerful  of  the   Highland 
chiefs,  rushed  into  the  place  with  a  party  of  his  men,  and 
secured   it  without  opposition.      Next  morning  the  whole 
rebel  army  entered,  and  their  prince  took  possession  of  the 
royal  palace  of  Holj  rood  house  in  the  suburbs.     Then  he 
caused   his  father  to  be  proclaimed  at   the  marketcross; 
there  also  the  manifesto  was  read,  in  which  the  chevalier 
de  St.  George  declared  his  son  Charles,  regent  of  his  do* 
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minions,   promised  to  dissolve  the  union,  and  redress  the 
grievances  of  Scotland.     His   being   in  possession  of  the 
capital  encouraged  his  followers,  and  added  reputation  to 
his  arms  :  but  the  treasure  belonging  to  the  two  banks  of 
thsU  kingdom  had  been  previously  conveyed  into  the  castle, 
a  strong  fortress,  with  a  good  garrison,  und^r  the  command 
of  general  Guest,  an  old  officer  of  experience  and  capacity* 
$  XXIX.  During  these   tnansactions,   sir  John   Cope 
marched  back  from  Inverness  to  Aberdeen,  where  he  em* 
barked   with   his  troops,  and  on  the   seventeenth   day  of 
September  landed  at  Dunbar,  about   twenty  miles  to  the 
eastward  of  Edinburgh.      Here  he  was  joined  by  two  regi- 
ments of  dragoor*8,  which  had  retired   with  precipitation 
from    the  capital   at  the  approach  of  the  Highland  army. 
With  this  reinforcement,  his  troops  amounted  to  near  three 
thousand  men ;  and  he  Began  his  march  to  Edinburgh,  in 
order  to  give  battle  to  the  enemy.     On  the  twentieth  day 
of  the  month,  he  encamped  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Pres- 
ton Pans,  having  the  village  of  Tranent  in  his  front,  and 
the  sea  in  his  rear.  .   Early  next  morning  he  was  at^cked 
by  the  young  pretender,  at  the  head  of  about  two  thousand 
four  hui)5lred  Highlanders  half  armed,  who  charged  him 
sword  in  hand  with  such  impetuosity,  that  in  less  than  ten 
minutes  after  the  battle  began,  the  king^s  troops  were  broken 
and  totally  routed.     The  dragoons  fled  in  the  utmost  con* 
fusion  at  the  first  onset ;  the  general  officers  having  made 
some  unsuccessful  efforts  to  rally  them,*  thought  proper  to 
consult  their  own  safety  by  an  expeditious  retreat  towards 
Coldstream  on  the  Tweed.     All  the  infantr)'^  were  either 
killed  or  taken ;  and  the  colours,  artillery,  tents,  baggage, 
and  military  chest,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  victor,  who 
returned   in  triumph   to   Edinburgh.     Never  was  victorj' 
more  complete,  or  obtained  at  a  smaller  expense ;  for  not  - 
above  fifty  of  the  rebels  lost  their  lives  in  the  engagement. 
Five  himdred  of  the  king's  troops  were  killed  on  the  field 
of  battle ;  and   among  these  colonel  Gardiner,   a   gallant 
officer,  who  disdained  to  save  his  life  at  the  expense  of  his 
honour.     When  abandoned    by  his  own  regiment  of  dra- 
goons, he  alighted  from  his  horse,  joined  the  infantry,  and 
fought  on  foot,  until  he  fell  covered  with  wounds,  in  sight 
of  hifi  own  threshold.     Prince  Charles  bore  his  good  for- 
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tune  wkh  moderatiofi.  He  prohibited  all  rejoicings  for  the 
Victory  he  had  obtained :  the  wounded  soldiers  were  treated 
with  humanity :  and  the  officers  were  sen^  into  Fife  and 
Angus,  where  they  were  left  at  liberty  on  their  parole,  which 
the  greater  part  of  them  shamefully  broke  in  the  sequel. 
From  this  victory  the  pretender  reaped  manifold  and  im* 
portant  advantages.  His  followers  were  armed,  his  party 
encouraged,  and  his  enemies  intimidated.  He  was  sup- 
plied with  a  train  of  field  artillery,  and  a  considerable  sum 
of  money,  and  saw  himself  possessed  of  all  Scodcind,  except 
the  fortresses,  the  reduction  of  which  he  could  not  pretend 
to*  undertake  without  proper  implements  and  engineers. 
After  the  battle  he  was  joined  by  a  small-  detachment  from 
the  Highlands ;  and  some  chiefs,  who  had  hitherto  been  on 
the  reserve,  began  to  exert  their  influence  in  his  favour. 
But  he  ws)s  not  yet  in  a  condition  to  take  advantage  of  that 
consternation  which  his  late  success  had  diffused  through 
the  kingdom  of  England. 

§  XXX.  Charles  continued  to  reside  in  the  palace  of 
Holyrood  house  ;"*  and  took  measures  for  cutting  oflF  the 
communication  between  the  castle  and  the  city*  General 
Guest  declared  that  he  would  demolish  the  city,  unless  the 
blockade  should  be  raised,  so  as  that  provision  might  be 
carried  into  the  castle.  After  having  waited  the  return  of 
an  express  which  he  had  found  means  to  despatch  to  court, 
he  began  to  put  his  threats  in  execution,  by  firing  upon  the 
town.  Some  houses  were  beaten  down,  and  several  persons 
killed  even  at  the  marketcross.  The  citizens,  alarmi^d  at 
this  disaster,  sent  a  deputation  to  the  prince,  entreating  him 
to  raise  the  blockade ;  and  he  complied  with  their  request* 
He  levied  a  regiment  in  Edinburgh  and  the  neighbourhood. 
He  imposed  taxes ;  seized  the  merchandize  that  was 
4eposited  in  the  king's  warehouses  at  Leith,  and  ither 
places  ;  and  compelled  the  city  of  Glasgow  to  accommodate 
him  with  a  large  sum,  to  be  repaid  when  the  peace  of  the 

m  While  he  iicmdet]  at  ErtinharRh,  scmie  of  the  preshrteriftn  c]cr^  continue^ 
to  ])reach  in  the  «hurcheB  of  that  city,  and  puWiclj-  prayed  for  king  ficorge, 
Milhout  saftoriKj?  the  least  pnniflhiticnt  or  mf)lcstation.  One  minister  in  parti- 
riilar,  of  the  nnuicof  Mao  Vic^r,  being  solicited  by  some  Highlanders  to  pray  for 
their  prince,  promised  to  comply  with  their  i*cqncst,  and  performed  his  promise 
in  Wordft  to  this  effect :  **  And  as  for  the  yonng  prince,  who  b  come  hhher  in 
V  fittest  of  an  earthly  erown,  grant,  O  Lord,  that  he  may  spcetlily  receive  a  crova 
**  of  glory." 


-kingdom  shouM  be  reeaUblished*  The  oumber  of  hk 
followers  daily  increased:  and  he  received  considerable 
supplies  of  auMey,  artillery,  and  ammunition,  by  single  ships 
that  arrived  from  France,  where  his  interest  seemed  to  rise 
in  propoi;^ion  to  the  success  of  his  arms.  The  greater  and 
richer  pan  of  Scotland  was  averse  to  his  family  and  preten- 
sions; but  the  people  were  unarmed  and  undisciplined, 
consequently  passive  under  his  dominion.  By  this  time, 
however,  the  prince  pretender  was  joined  by  the  carl  of  ^ 
Kihnamoc^  the  lords  Elcho,  Balmerino,  Ogilvie,  Pitsligo ; 
:and  the  eldest  son  of  lord  Lovat  had  begun  to  assemble  his 
'father's  dan,  is  order  to  reinforce  the  victor,  whose  army 
•lay  rneawyjyl  at  Duddingston,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Edio« 
burgh.  Ktlmamocic  and  Balmerino  were  men  of  broken 
and  desperate  fortune ;  Elcho  and  Ogilvie  were  sons  to  the 
carls  of  Wemys  and  Airly;  so  that  their  influence  was  far 
from  being  extensive*  Pitsligo  was  a  nobleman  of  a  veiy 
.amiable  character,  as  well  as  of  great  personal  interest ;  and 
great  dependence  was  placed  upon  the  power  and  attachment 
of  lord  Lovat,  who  had  entered  into  private  engagements  with 
-  the  chevalier  de  St.  George,  though  he  still  wore  themask of 
loyalty  to  the  government,  and  disavowed  the  conduct  of 
.his  son  when  he  declared  for  the  pretender*  This  oltl 
nobleman  is  the  same  Simon  Fraser  whom  we  have  had 
occasion  to  mention  as  a  partisan  and  emissary  of  .the  court 
of  St.  Oermains,  in  the  year  one  thousand  aev^n  hundrcdL 
and  three.  He  had  lynoimced  his  connexions  with  that 
family ;  and,  in  the  rebellion  immediately  after  the  acces* 
sion  of  king  George  I.  approved  himself  a  warm  friend  to 
the  protestant  succession.  Since  that  period  lie  had  beeD 
induced,  by  disgust  and  ambition  to  change  his  principles 
again,  and  was,  in  secret,  an  enthusiast  in  jacohitism*  He 
had  greatly  augmented  his  estate,  and  obtained  a  consider- 
able interest  in  the  Highlands,  where,  however,  he  was  raditfr 
dreaded  than  beloved.  He  was  bold,  ^enterprising^  vaki^ 
arbitrary,  rapacious,  cruel,  and  deceitful ;  but  his  character 
was  chiefly  marked  by  a  species  of  low  cunning  and  <Ussim- 
ulation,  which,  however,,. overshot  his  purpose,  and  con- 
tributed to  his  own  ruin.  While  Charles  resided  at  Edin- 
burgh, the  marquis  de  Guilles  arrived  at  Montrose,  as 
«nvoy  from  the  French  king,  with  several  ofEccrs,  some 
Vol.  IL  A  a  a  a 
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cannoD^  «nd  a  ooneiderable  qoaatity  of  sm^Il  arms  for  die 
use  of  that  adventurer.'^ 

$  XXX  L  While  the  young  pretender  endeavooced  Ut 
improve  the  advantages  he  had  gained,  the  ministry  4>f  Great 
Britain  tpok  every  possible  measure  to  retard  his  ptpgres8« 
Seteral  powerful  chiefs  in  the  Highlands  were  attached  to 
the  government,  and  exerted  themselves  in  its  defence.  The 
duke  of  Arg}4e  began  to  arm  his  vassals ;  but  not  before  he 
had  obtained  the  sanction  of  the  legislature.  Twelve 
hundred  men  were  raised  by  the  earl  of  Sutherlaod :  the 
lord  Rae  brought  a  considerable  number  to  the  field :  the 
Grants  and  Monroes  appeared  under  their  respective  lea- 
ders for  the  service  of  his  majesty :  sir  Akxtmier  Mac- 
donald  declared  for  king  George,  and. the  laird  of  jMadeod 
•sent  two  thousand  hardy  islanders  from  Skye,  to  strengthen 
the  same  interest.  .These  gentlemen,  though  supposed  to 
be  otherwise  affected,  were  governed  and  directed  by  the 
4Mlvice  of  Duncan  Forbes,  president  of  the  college  of  Justice 
at  Edinburgh ;  a  man  of  extensive  knowledge,  agreeable 
manners,  and  unblemished  integrity.  He  procured  commis- 
sions for  raising  twenty  independent  companies,  and  some  of 
«these  he  bestowed  upon  individuals  who  were  either  attached 
by  principle.,  or  engaged  by  promise,  to  the  pretender. 
He  acted  with  indefatigable  zeal  for  the  interest  of  the 
reigning  family;  and  greatly  injured  an  opulent  fortune  in 
their  service.  He  confirmed  several  chiefs  who  began  to 
..waver  in  their  principles:  some  he  actually  converted  by 
^  energy  of  his  arguments,  and  brought  over  to  the  assis* 
lance  of  the  government  which  they  had  determined  to 
opposes  others  he  persuaded  to  remain  quiet,  without 
taking  apy  share  in  the  present  troubles.  Certain  it  is,  thb 
gentleman,  by  his  industry  and  address,  prevented  the  insur- 
rection of  ten  thousand  Highlanders,  who  would  otherwise 
have  joined  the  pretender :  and,  therefore,  he  may  be  said 
to  have  been  one  great  cause  of  that  adventurer's  miscar- 
THige.  The  earl  of  Loudon  repaired  to  Inverness,  where 
he  completed  his  regiment  of  Highlanders;  directed  the 
conduct  of  the  clans  who  bad  taken  arms  in  behalf  of  his 
majesty  I  and,  by  his  vigilance,  overawed  the  disaffected 

n  He  solicited,  and  it  mid  to  ha? e  obtained  of  the  cheTalier  de  St.  George,  the 
pst^t  of  a  duke,  and  a  coui&iition  Ibr  bain;  lord  lieutenant  oT  ail  t3>e  Uiglilaiida. 
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dueftaios  of  diftt  coiuHvjr^  who  had  not  ytt  opealjr  engaged 
in  the  rebellion.  Immediately  after  the  defeat  of  Cope,  six 
thousand  Datch  troops^  arrived  in  England,  and  three 
battalions  of  ^ards,  with  seven  regiments  of  infantry,  were 
vecalled  from  Flanders,  for  the  defence  of  the  kiof^om. 
They  forthwith  began  their  march  to  the  north,  under  the 
oommand  of  general  Wade,  who  received  orders  to  assent** 
ble  an  army,  which  proceeded  to  Newcastle,  llie  parlia^ 
ment  meeting  on  the  sixteenth  of  October,  his  majesty  gave 
diem  to  understand,  that  an  unnatural  rebellion  had  broke 
out  in  Scotland,  towards  the  suppression  of  which  he  craved 
their  adviee  and  assistance.  He  found  both  houses  cordial 
in  their  addresses,  and  zealous  in  their  attachment  to  his 
person  and  government.  The  commons  forthwith  suspend* 
ed  the  habeas  corpus  act;  and  several  persons  were  appre* 
hended  on  suspicion  of  treasonable  practices.  Immediately 
after  the  session  was  opened,  the  duke  of  Cumberland  ani* 
ved  from  the  Netherlands,  and  was  followed  by  another 
detachment  of  dragoons  and  infantry.  The  trainbands  of 
London  were  reviewed  by  his  majesty:  the  county  regi* 
ments  were  completed;  the  volunteers,  in  different  parts 
of  the  kingdom^  employed  themselves  industriously  in  the 
exercise  of  arms ;  and  die  whole  English  nation  seemed  to 
rise  up  as  one  man  against  this  formidable  invader.  The 
government,  being  apprehensive  of  a  descent  from  France, 
appointed  admiral  Vernon  to  command  a  squadron  in  th« 
Downs,  to  observe  the  motions  of  the  enemy  by  sea,  espe* 
dally  in  the  harbours  of  Dunkirk  and  Boulogne;  and  hla 
i^isers  took  several  ships  laden  with  soldiers,  officers,  and 
aiiimunition,  destined  for  the  service  of  the  pretender  m 
Scotland. 

$  XXXII.  This  enterprising  youth,  having  cdlected 
about  five  thousand  men,  resolved  to  make  an  irruption  int* 
England,  wtueh  he  accordingly  entered  by  the  west  bof^ 
der  on  the  sixth  day  of  November.  Carlisle  was  invested, 
and  in  less  than  three  days  surrendered:  the  keys  were 
dcliyered  to  him  at  Brampton,  by  the  mayor  and  aldermen 

o  They  were  composed  of  the  forces  who  hud  been  in  svri>on  at  Toumaj 
ami  Dcndennonde  when  those  plsces  were  taken,  snd  engaged  hv  vspitulstion, 
thftt  they  should  not  perform  any  niUitary  fuuction  l^eforc  the  first  day  of  January 
m  the  yeiir  1747 ;  so  they  could  not  have  actvd  in  Kngland  witlioat  the  infringe- 
jne&t  it  ft  solemn  treaty. 
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on  tktir  fai*ea.  Here  he  found  a  codsiderable  quaadty  off 
arms :  hU  iadier  was  proclaimed  king  of  Great  Britain, 
and  himself  i^gent,  by  the  magistrates  in  their  formsdilies* 
General  Wade  being  apprised  of  his  progress,  decamped 
from  Newcastle,  and  advanced  across  the  coontry  as  far  as 
Hexham,  though  the  fields  were  covered  with  snow,  and 
die  roads  almost  impassable.  There  he  received  intiAi« 
gence  that  Carlisle  was  reduced,  and  forthwith  returned  to 
his  former  station.  In  the  mean  time,  orders  were  issued 
for  assembling  another  army  in  Staffordshire,  under  the 
command  of  sir  John  Ligonier.  Prince  Charles,  notwidi« 
standing  this^  formidable  opposition,  determined  to  proceed** 
He  had  received  assurances  from  France,  that  a  consider** 
able  body  of  troops  would  be  landed  on  the  southern  coast 
of  Britain,  to  make  a  diversion  in  his  favour ;  and  he  never 
doubted  but  that  he  should  be  joined  by  aU  the  English 
malcontents,  as  soon  as  he  could  penelrate  into  the  heart< 
of  the  kingdom.  Leaving  a  small  garrison  in  the  castkr 
of  Carlisle,  he  advanced  to  Penrith,  marching  on  foot  in 
the  Highland  garb,  at  the  head  of  his  forces ;  and  co&« 
tinued  his  route  through  Lancaster  and  Preston  to  Man- 
chester, where,  on  the  twenty-ni«^th  day  of  the  month,  hO' 
established  his  headquarters.  There  he  was  joined  by 
about  two  hundred  Englishmen,  who  were  formed  into  a 
regiment,  under  the  command  of  colonel  Townley.  The 
inhabitants  seemed  to  receive  him  with  marks  of  affection, 
and  his  arrival  was  celebrated  by  illuminations,  and  other 
public  rejoicings.  His  supposed  intention  was  to  prose-* 
cute  his  march  by  the  way  of  Chester  into  Wales,  whero 
Ke  hoped  to  find  a  great  number  of  adherents;  but  all  the 
bridges  over  the  fiver  Mersey  being  broken  down,  he  chose 
the  route  to  Stockport,  and  forded  the  river  at  the  head  of 
his  division,  though  the  water  rose  to  his  middle.  He 
passed  through  Macclesfield  and  Congleton ;  and  on  the 
fourth  day  of  December  entered  the  town  of  Derby,  in . 
which  his  army  was  quartered,  and  his  father  proclaimed 
widi  great  formality.  He  had.  now  advanced  within  one 
hundred  miles  of  the  capital,  whifh  was  filled  with  terror 
and  confusion.  Wade  lingered  in  Yorkshire;  the  duke  of 
Cumberland  had  assumed  the  command  of  the  other  army 
assembled  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Lichfield*     He  had 
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marched  from  Staifbrd  to  Stone;  so  that  the  rebels,  in 
turning  off  from  Ashbome  to  Delpfoy,  had  gained  a  march 
between  him  and  London.  Had  Charles  proceeded  ii|  his 
career  with  that  expedition  which  he  had  hitherto  used^  he' 
might  hare  made  himself  master  of  the  metropolis,  where  . 
he  wonld  have  been  certainly  joined  by  a  considerable  num-> 
ber  of  his  wellwtshers,  who  waited  impatiently  for  his 
approach ;  yet  this  exploit  could  not  have  been  achieved 
without  hazarding  an  engagement,  and  running  the  risk  of 
1)eing  enclosed  within  three  armiesj  each  greatly  superior 
to  his  own  in  number  and  artillery.  Orders  were  given 
for  forming  a  camp  on  Finchley  common,  where  the  king 
resolved  to  take  the  field  in  person,  accompanied  by  the  earl 
of  Stair,  field  mareschal  and  commander  in  chief  of  the 
forces  in  South  Britain.  Some  Romish  priests  were  appre-  ^ 
bended  e  the  militia  of  London  and  Middlesex  were  kept 
in  readiness  to  march :  double  watches  were  posted,  at  the 
city  gates,  and  signals  of  alarm  appointed.  The  volunteers 
of  the  city  were  incorporated  into  a  regiment :  the  practi* 
tioners  of  the  law,  headed  by  the  judges,  weavers  of  Spi- 
tal  Fields,  and  other  communities,  engaged  in  associations  t 
and  even  the  managers  of  the  theatres  offered  to  raise  a 
body  of  their  dependents  for  the  service  of  the  govern- 
ment* Notwithstanding  these  precautions  and  appearances 
of  unammity,  the  trading  part  of  the  city,  and  those  con* 
eerned  in  the  money  corporations,  were  overwhelmed  with 
fear  and  dejection.  They  reposed  a  very  little  confidence 
in  the  courage  or  discipline  of  their  militia  and  volunteers : 
tbey  had  received  intelligence  that  the  French  were 
employed  in  making  preparations  at  Dunkirk  and  Calais 
for  a  descent  upon  England :  they  dreaded  an  insurrection 
of  the  Roman  catholics,  and  other  friends  of  the  house  of 
Stuart ;  and  they  reflected  that  the  Highlanders,  of  whom 
hy  this  time  they  hiid  conceived  a  most  terribl^e  idea,  were 
within  four  days  march  of  the  capital.  Alarmed  by  these 
considerations,  they  prognosticated  their  owu  ruin  in  the 
apjyroaching  revolution :  and  their  countenances  exhibited 
Ihe  plainest  marks  of  horror  and  despair.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  jncobttes  were  elevated  to  an  insolence  of  hope, 
which  they  were  at  no  pains  to  eonceal ;  while  many  peo- 
fin  who  bad.no  private  property  to  lose,  and  thought  no^ 
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change  would  be  for  the  worse,  waited  the  iesoe  of  dMs 
crisis  with  the  most  calm  indifference. 

$  XXXIII.  This  state  of  su^spense  was  of  short  dura- 
tion.  The  young  pretender  found  hitnself  miserabiy  dis- 
appointed in  his  expectations.  He  had  now  advanced  into 
the  middle  of  the  kingdom,  and  except  a  few  that  joined 
him  at  Manchester,  not  a  soul  appeared  in  his  behalf:  one 
would  have  imagined  that  all  the  Jacobites  of  England  had 
been  annihilated.  The  Welsh  took  no  step  to  excite  an 
insurrection  in  his  favour:  the  French  made  no  attempt 
towards  an  invasion :  his  court  was  divided  into  factions : 
the  Highland  chiefs  began  to  murmur,  and  their  clans  to 
be  unruly :  he  saw  himself  with  a  handful  of  men  hemmed 
in  between  two  considerable  armies,  in  the  middle  of  win- 
ter, and  in  a  country  disaHected  to  his  cause*  He  knew 
he  could  not  proceed  to  the  metropolis  without  hazarding 
a  batde,  and  that  a  defeat  would  be  attended  with  the  inevi- 
table destruction  of  himself  and  all  his  adherents;  a&d  he. 
had  received  information  that  his  friends  smd  oScers  had 
assembled  a  body  of  forces  in  the  north,  superior  in  num- 
ber to  those  by  whom  he  was  attended.  He  called  a  coun- 
cil at  Derby;  and  proposed  to  advance  towards  London: 
the  proposal  was  supported  by  lord  Nairn  with  great  vehe- 
mence ;  but,  after  violent  disputes,  the  majority  determined 
that  they  should  retreat  to  Scotland  with  all  possible  expe- 
dition.^ Accordingly,  they  abandoned  Derby  on  the  sixth 
day  of  December,  early  in  the  morning,  and  measured 
back  the  route  by  which  they  had  advanced.  On  the  ninth 
their  vanguard  arrived  at  Manchester :  on  the  twelfth  thejr 
.  entered  Preston,  and  continued  their  march  northwards* 
The  duke  of  Cumberland,  who  was  encamped  at  Mertden, 
when  first  apprised  of  their  retreat,  detached  the  horse 
and  dragoons  in  pursuit  of  them;  while  general. Wade 
began  his  march  from  Ferrj'-bridge  in  Lancashire,  with  a 
view  of  intercepting  them  in  their  route :  but  at  Wakefield 
he  understood  that  they  had  already  reached  Wigan:  he, 
therefore,  repaired  to  his  old  post  at  Newcastle,  nSujr 
having  detached  general  Oglethorpe,  with  bis  horse  and 
dragoons,  to  join  those  who  had-  been  sent  off  from  the 
du)ce's  army.  They  pursued  with  such  alacrity,  that  diejr 
overtook  the  rear  of  the  rebeb,  widi  which  tbey  skhrmUhed, 
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'in  Laiscftshire*  Tke  miKtia  of  Cumbeiland  and  West- 
moreland were  raised  and  armed  by  the  duke^  order,  to 
'harass  them  in  their  march.  The  bridges  inhere  broken 
down^  the  roads  damaged,  and  the  beacons  lighted  to  alarm 
the  country.  Nevertheless,  they  retreated  regularly  witb 
(heir  small  train  of  artillery.  They  were  overtaken,  at  the 
village  of  Clifton,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Penrith,  by  two 
regiments  of  dragoons.  These  alighted,  and  lined  thp 
hedges,  in  order  to  harass  part  of  the  enemy^s  rearguard» 
commanded  by  lord  John  Murray ;  who  at  the  head  of  the 
Macphersons,  attacked  the  dragoons  sword  in  hand,  and 
repulsed  them  with  some  loss.  On  the  nineteenth  day  of 
the  month,  the  Highland  army  reached  Carlisle,  were  the 
majority  of  the  English  in  the  service  of  the  pretender 
were  left,  "at  their  own  desire.  •  Charles,  having  reinforced 
the  garrison  of  the  place,  crossed  the  rivers  Eden  and 
Solway  into  Scotland,  having  thus  accomplished  one  of  the 
most  surprising  retreats  that  ever  was  performed.  But  the 
most  remarkable  circumstance  of  this  expedition,  was  the 
moderation  and  regularity  with  which  those  ferocious  peo- 
ple conducted  themselves  in  a  country  abounding  with 
plander.  No  violence  was  offered ;  no  outrage  commit^ 
ted ;  and  they  were  effectually  restrained  from  the  exercise 
of  rapine.  Notwithstanding  the  excessive  cold,  the  him* 
ger,  and  fatigue  to  which  they  must  have  been  exposed, 
they  left  behind  no  sick,  and  lost  a  very  few  stragglers ; 
but  retired  with  deliberation^  and  carried  off  their  cannon 
in  the  face  of  their  enemy.  The  duke  of  Cumberland 
invested  Carlisle  with  his  whole  army  on  the  twenty-first 
day  of  December,  and  on  the  thirtieth  the  garrison  surren* 
dered  on  a  sort  of  capitulation  made  with  the  duke  of 
Richm(md.  The  prisoners,  amounting  to  about  four  hun^ 
dred,  were  imprisoned  in  diffo^nt  gaols  in  England,  and 
the  duke  returned  to  Enj^and. 

,§  XXXIV.  The  pretender  proceeded  by  the  way  of 
Dumfries  lo  Glasgow,  firom  which  last  city  he  exacted 
severe  conoribotions^  on  account  of  its  attachment  to  .the 
government,  for  whose  service  it  had  raised  a  regiment  of 
nine  hundred  men  imder  the  command  of  the  earl  of  ilome. 
Having  continued  several  days  at  Glasgow,  he  advanced 
towaida  Sterling,  and  was  joined  by  some  forces  which  had 
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been  assembled  xn  his  absence  by  lords  Lewis  Oofdod  and 
John  Drummond,  brothers  to  the  dukes  of  0<»*do&  and 
Perth*  This  last  nobleman  had  arrived  from  France  in. 
November,  with  a  small  reinforcement  of  French^and  Irish, 
and  a  commission  as  general  of  these  auxiliaries.  He  fix- 
ed his  headquarters  at  Perth,  where  he  was  reinforced  bjr 
the  earl  of  Cromartie,  and  other  clans,  to  the  number  of 
two  thousand,  and  he  was  accommodated  with  a  small  train 
of  artillery.  They  had  found  means  to  surprise  a  sloop  of 
war  at  Montrose,  with  the  guns  of  which  they  fortified  that 
harbour.  They  had  receivi^d  a  considerable  sum  of  money 
from  Spain.  They  toolt  possession  of  Dundee,  DumUaine, 
Downcastle,  and  laid  Fife  under  contribution.  The  earl 
of  Loudon  remained  at  Inverness,  with  about  two  thousand 
Highlanders  in  the  service  of  his  majesty.  He  convoyed 
proviisions  to  Fort  Augustus  and  Fort  William :  he  secured 
the  person  of  lord  Lovat,  who  still  temporised,  and  at  length 
this  cunning  veteran  accomplished  his  escape.  The  laird 
of  Macleod,  and  Mr.  Monro  of  Culcaim,  befaig  detached 
from  Inverness  towards  Aberdeenshire,  were  surprised  smd 
routed  by  lord  Lewis  Gordon  at  Inverary :  and  that  interest 
seemed  to  preponderate  in  the  north  of  Scotland.  -  Prince 
Charles  being  joined  by  lord  John  Drummtmd,  invested  the 
castle  of  Stirling,  in  which  general  Blakeney  commanded : 
but,  his  people  were  so  little  used  to  enterprises  of  this  kind, 
^hat  they  made  very  little  progress  in  their  operations. 

^  XXXV.  By  this  time,  a  considerable  body  of  forces 
was  assembled  at  Edinburgh,  under  the  conduct  of  general 
Hawley,  who  determined  to  relieve  Stirling  castle,  and 
advanced  to  Linlithgow  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  January : 
next  day  his  whole  army  rendezvoused  at  Falkirk,  while  the 
rebels  were  cantoned  about  Bannockbum.  On  the  seven- 
teenth day  of  the  month,  they  began  their  march  in  two 
columns  to  attack  the  king^s  forces,  and  had  forded  the  water 
of  Carven,  within  three  miles  of  Ua%vley*s  camp,  before  he 
discovered  their  intention.  Such  was  his  ob^tiaa^y,  self 
'conceit,  or  dontempt  of  the  enemy,  that  he  slighted  the 
repeated  intelligence  he  had  received  of  their  moticms  amd 
design,  firmly  believing  they  durst  not  hanard  an  eagage*- 
ment.  At  length,  perceiving  they  had  occupied  the  rising 
ground  to  the  southward  of  Falkirk^  he  ordered  his  cavalry 


t»  ikdtsiDte,  and  drive  them  frotti  die  eAuUcnce :  vUIe  Us 
ix^dm!kry  .formed^  aftd  vere  drawn. up  m  order  of  battle. 
The  HighlaadeffB  kepi  up  their  firei  aad  took  aim  so  well, 
that  ihe  assailalita  were  broke  by  the  first  volley:  they 
retrealed  with  precipitatton,  and  fell  in  amongst  the  infantry, 
which  were  Kkewiie  discomposed  by  the  wind  and  rain 
beating  with  great  violence  in  their  faces,  wetting  th^ir 
powder,  and  disturbing  their  eyesight*  Some  of  the  drar 
goons  ridlied,  aad  advanced  again  to  the  charge,  with  part 
of  the  infantry  which  .had  not  been  engaged :  then  the  pre* 
'  tender  marched  up  at  the  bead  of  his  corps  de  reserve, 
consisting  of  the  regiment  of  lord  John  Dnimmond,  and  the 
Iriah  piquets.  These  reinforcing  the  Camerons  and  the 
SiuarU  in  the  front  Une,  immediately  obliged  the  dragoons 
to  give  way  a  second  time ;  and  they  again  disordered  the 
foot  in  their  retreat.  They  set  fire  to  their  camp,  and  aban- 
doned Falkirk  with  their  baggage  and  train,  whtc|i  hst  had 
never  reached  the  field  of  battle.  The  rebels  followed 
their  first  blow,  and  great  part  of  the  royal  army,  after  one 
irregular  discharge,  turned  their  backs,  and<fied-in  the 
utmost  consternation.  In  all  probabili^  few  or  none  of 
diem  would  have  escaped,  had  not  general  Busloe,  and 
brigadier  Cholmondeley,  rallied  part  of  some  regiments, 
and  made  a  gallant  stand,  which  favoured  the  retreat  of  the 
vest  to  Falkirk,  froiA  whence  they  retired  in  donfusion  ta 
Edinburgh,  leaving  the  field  of  battle,  with  part  of  their  tenu 
and  artillery,  to  the  rebels :  but  dieir  loss  of  men  did  not 
exceed  three  hundred,  including  sir  Robert  Monro,  onlonel 
Whitney,  and  some  odier  officers  of  distinction.  It  was  at 
this  period,  that  the  officers  who  had  been  taken  at  the  bat>- 
tie  of  Preston-pans,  and  conveyed  to  Angps  and  Fife,  find- 
ing themselves  unguarded,  broke  their  parole,  and  returned 
to  Edinburgh,  on  pretence  of  their  having  been  forcibly 
tekased  by  the  inhabitants  of  those  parts.' 

$  XXXVI.  General  Hawky,  who  had  boasted  that^ 
widi  two  regimenu  of  dragoons,  he  would  drive  the  rebel 
army  from  one  end  of  the  kingdom  to  the  other,  incurred 
^mndanee  of  censure  for  the  disposition  he  ipade,  as  well  as 

p  Sir  Peter  Hallcfit*  eap^'un  ^'Vwt  Seolt,  lieutcmuitB  Farquhmnoo  and  C«n). 
miog,  vlth  a  few  other  gentwmen,  adhered  punctually  to  fhtn  parole,  and  ^€ir 
eondoet  was  approred  by  bis  nnj^fy. 
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for  his  conduct  before  and  after  the  action :  but  he  found 
means  to  vindicate  himself  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  sove* 
ixign.  Nevertheless,  it  was  judged  necessary  that  the 
army  in  Scodand  should  be  commanded  by  a  general  in 
whom  the  soldiers  might  have  some  confidence ;  and  the 
duke  of  Cumberland  was  chosen  for  this  purpose.  Over 
and  above  his  being  beloved  by  the  army,  it  was  suggest- 
ed, that  the  appearance  of  a  prince  of  the  blood  in  Scot- 
land  might  have  a  favourable  effect  upon  the  minds  of 
» people  in  that  kingdom :  he,  therefore,  began  to  prepare 
for  his  northern  expedition.  Meanwhile,  the  French  min- 
ister at  the  Hague  having  represented  to  the  states  general, 
that  the  auxiliaries  which  they  had  sent  into  Great  Britain 
were  part  of  the  garrisons  of  Toumay  and  Dendermonde, 
and^estricted  by  the  capitulation  from  bearing  arms  agaitist 
France  for  a  certain  term,  the  states  thought  proper  to  recal 
them,  rather  than  come  to  an  open  rupture  with  his  most 
christian  majesty.  In  the  room  of  those  tfoops  six  thou« 
sand  Hessians  were  transported  from  Flanders  to  Leith, 
where  they  arrive4  in  the  'beginning  of  February,  under 
the  oomms&nd  of  their  prince,  Frederick  of  Hesse,  son-in« 
law  to  his  Britannic  majesty.  By  this  time  the  duke  of 
Cumberlaind  had  put  himself  at  the  head  of  the  troops  in 
Edinburgh,  consisting  of  fourteen  battalions  of  infantry, 
two  regiments  of  dragoons,  «nd  twelve  hundred  High- 
landers  from  Argyleshire,  under  the  command  of  colonel 
Campbell.*  On  the  last  day  of  January,  his  royal  higfa« 
jiess  began  his  march  to  Linlithgow ;  and  the  enemy  who 
had  renewed  the  siege  of  Stirling  casde,  not  only  aban- 
doned diat  enterprise,  but  crossed  the  river  Forth  with" 
precipitation.  Their  prince  found  great  difficulty  in  main- 
taining his  forces,  that  part  of  the  country  being  quite 
exhausted.  He  hoped  to  be  reinforced  in  the  Highlands, 
and  to  receive  supplies  of  all  kinds  from  France  and 
Spain :  he,  therefore,  retired  by  Badenoch  tqwards  Inver- 
ness, which  4:ht  earl  of  Loudon  abandoned  at  his  approach. 
The.fort  was  surrendered  to  him  almost  without  opposition, 
and  here  h^  fixe.d  his  headquarters.  His  next  exploit  was 
the  siege  of  Fort  Augustus^  which  he  in  a  little  time  redu- 
ced.    The  duke  of  Cumberland  having  secured  the  impor- 
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tant  posts  of  Sterling  and  Perth,  with  the  Hessian  battalions, 
advanced  with  the  armjc  to  Aberdeen,  where  he  was  joitfed 
by  the  duke  of  Gordon,  the  earls  of  Aberdeen  and  Findla- 
ter,  the  laird  of  Grant,  and  other  persons  of  distinction* 

$  XXXVII.  While  he  remained  in  this  place,  refresh- 
ing his  troops,  and  preparing  magazines,  a  party  of  the 
rebels  surprised  a  detachment  of  Kingston's  horse,  and 
about  seventy  Argyleshire  Highlanders,  at  Keith,  who 
were  either  killed  or  taken.  Several  advanced  parties 
of  that  militia  met  with  the  same  tiBbe  in  different  places. 
Lord  George  Murray  invested  the  castle  of  Blair,  which 
was  defended  by  sir  Andrew  Agnew,  until  a  body  of  Hes- 
sians marched  to  its  relief,  and  obliged  the  rebels  to  retire. 
The  prince  pretender  ordered  all  his  forces  to  assemble,  in 
order  to  begin  their  march  for  Abbrdeem  to  attack  the 
duke  of  Cumberland:  but,  in  consequence  of  a  remon* 
strance  from  the  clans,  who  declined  leaving  their  families 
at  the  mercy  of  the  king's  garrison  in  Fort  William,  he 
resolved  previously  to  r^uce  that  fortress,  the  siege  of '' 
which  was  undertaken^  by  brigadier  Sts^leton,  an  engineer 
in  the  French  service:  but  the  place  was  so  .vigorously 
maintained  by  captain  Scot^  that  in  the  beginnihg  of  April 
they  thought  proper  to .  relinquish  the  enterprise.  The 
earl  of  Loudon  had  retired 'into  Sutherland,  and  taken 
post  at  Dornoch,  where  hit  quarters  were  beat  up  by  a 
strong  detachment  of  the  rebels,  commanded  by  the  duke 
of  Perth :  a  major  and  sixty  men  were  taken  prisoners ; 
and  the  earl  was  obliged  to  take  shelter  in  the  Ille  of 
Skye.  These  little  checks  were  counterbalanced  by  somo 
advantages  which  his  majesty's  arms  obtained.  The  sloop 
of  war  which  the  rebels  had  surprised  at  Montrose  was 
retaken  in  Sutherland,  with  a  considerable  sum  of  money, 
and  a  great  quantity  of  arms  on  board,  which  she  had 
brought  from  France  for  the  use  of  the  pretender.  In  the 
same  county,  the  earl  of  Cromartie  fell  into  an  ambuscade, 
and  was  taken  by  the  militia  of  Sutherland,  Who  Ukewise 
defeated  a  body  of  the  rebels  at  Goldspie.  This  action 
happened  on  the  very  day  which  has  been  rendered  famous 
by  the  victory  obtained  at  Culloden. 
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